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Housatonic Valley Regional High School salutatorian Alexa 
Meach, left, and valedictorian Ibby Sadeh. 

Sadeh and Meach 
named valedictorian, 
salutatorian at HVRHS

POCKETS OF POVERTY

Many Northwest Corner 
households struggle  

despite region’s affluence
By Debra A. Aleksinas

Janet Lynn has lived her entire 
life in Lakeville.

At 84, the lifelong resident care-
fully plans her errands around trips 
outside the Northwest Corner — 
driving to Torrington, where gro-
ceries and gasoline cost less, and 
stretching each tank of gas long 
enough to refill it when she visits 
her daughter in Harwinton.

“People don’t understand,” Lynn 
said. “The prices here are geared to 
the rich.”

Like thousands of residents 
across Northwest Connecticut, 
Lynn falls into a category econo-
mists call ALICE — households 
that earn above the federal poverty 
line but still struggle to afford the 
basic cost of living.

ALICE — short for Asset Limit-
ed, Income Constrained, Employed 
— describes households whose in-
comes are too high to qualify for 
many public benefits but still too 
low to reliably cover necessities 
such as housing, food, transporta-
tion and health care.

Lynn was born at Sharon Hos-
pital and has spent all her 84 years 
in the Lakeville section of Salis-
bury, on property once owned by 
her parents.

“But I’m struggling to stay here,” 

Pockets of Poverty: A Northwest Corner Series
Poverty in the Northwest Corner doesn’t define an entire town. 

Instead, it exists in quieter pockets — apartments above storefronts, 
income-restricted housing and older homes where seniors and 
working residents struggle to keep pace with rising costs.

Pockets of Poverty is a series examining where financial hardship 
exists in Region One towns, what is driving it and how communities 
are responding. 
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Volunteers Letitia Garcia-Tripp and her son, Silas Tripp, a se-
nior at Housatonic Valley Regional High School, unpack boxes 
of produce at The Corner Food Pantry in Lakeville as dozens of 
cars line up before the nonprofit pantry opens on a recent frigid 
Saturday morning. 

Lakeville bot-builder gears up  
for regional competition

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

William Sellery, of Lakeville, tests his robot ahead of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Regional competition scheduled for April.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

LAKEVILLE — During his 
spring break, William Sellery, a 
senior at Mercersburg Academy in 
Pennsylvania, spent hours inside the 
Methodist Church hall in Lakeville 
testing and troubleshooting a com-
petition robot.

Sellery, the captain of Mercers-
burg’s robotics team, was preparing 
for the Eastern Pennsylvania Re-
gional competition — a key qual-
ifying event for the international 
championship scheduled for April 
in St. Louis.

On Thursday, March 12, he put 
the robot through its paces on a 
practice course that filled most of 

the church hall.
He directed the robot to a struc-

ture holding brightly colored, 
multi-sided objects slightly smaller 
than a softball.

The robot first gathered the balls 

using a complicated system of wheels. 
“And a lot of rubber bands and zip 
ties,” Sellery said.

The robot then moved to the 

Lakeville Journal earns 
top honors at New England 
newspaper awards

By Ruth Epstein

FALLS VILLAGE — The 
top-ranking students in the class of 
2026 at Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School attribute a great deal 
of their success to the dedicated 
teachers they’ve had over the last 
four years.

Valedictorian Ibby Sadeh and 
salutatorian Alexa Meach empha-
sized during a recent interview the 
important role many of the educa-
tors played in helping them achieve 

scholastic honors.
“We had great teachers,” said Sa-

deh, 17. “They were very approach-
able.” Sadeh, of Falls Village, and 
the daughter of Jaimie and Shamu 
Sadeh, is an alum of Lee H. Kel-
logg School, graduating in a class 
of nine. “It was definitely a weird 
transition coming into a class of 
85, but all the freshmen teachers 
were so nice.” 

She also said surrounding 

By Christian Murray

The Lakeville Journal earned 
several top honors at the New En-
gland Newspaper and Press Asso-
ciation’s annual spring conference 
on March 16 for its work in jour-
nalism, community engagement 
and audience outreach.

Among the awards, the orga-
nization received first place in the 
Community and Audience Engage-
ment category for its high school 
journalism program. The program, 
launched in April 2025 with fund-
ing support from the Berkshire 
Taconic Community Foundation, 
21st Century Fund and individual 
donors, teaches professional jour-
nalism to students at Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School and 
launched the student newspaper 
HVRHS Today.

The paper also earned first place 
in the Human Interest category for 
Natalia Zukerman’s story, “Bearing 
Witness at Auschwitz,” a personal 
account examining the legacy of 
the Holocaust and the importance 

of remembrance.
Additional honors included sec-

ond place for Fundraising Strate-
gy, second place for Outstanding 
Newsletter for the paper’s “What 
To Do” newsletter, and second 
place for Newspaper Event for the 
community Street Fair.

Publisher James H. Clark said 
the awards reflect the organiza-
tion’s belief that strong local news 
is the foundation of a strong com-
munity.

“These honors recognize the 
strength of our local reporting, 
our commitment to meaningful 
engagement and the deep connec-
tion we have to the communities 
we serve,” Clark said. “I’m proud of 
the work our team does every day 
to serve our readers and keep our 
communities connected.”

The high school journalism ini-
tiative was designed as a bottom-up 
program that gives students broad 
latitude to shape the publication’s 
voice, design and coverage. A team 
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In The Journal this week

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information was provided by the Connecticut 

State Police at Troop B. All suspects are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law.

Protective Order Violation
On March 10, troopers arrested Nicholas Plouffe, 36, of 

Sharon, on an active warrant charging him with violating a 
protective order. Plouffe was released on a $25,000 cash bond 
and was scheduled to appear at Torrington Superior Court 
the next morning for his arraignment.

The Lakeville Journal will publish the outcome of police 
charges. Send mail to P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039, 
Attn: Police Blotter, or send to editor@lakevillejournal.com

Online This Week
Bingo benefits Sharon Center School class trip
Approximately $1,900 was raised March 13.
More at lakevillejournal.com
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The storefront of Smok-
er’s Choice, which sits 
between Stateline Wine 
and Spirits and Family 
Dollar within the North 
Canaan East Main Street 
shopping center. 

North Canaan smoke 
shop owner arrested 
on drug charges

By Alec Linden

NORTH CANAAN — 
The owner of the smoke 
shop Smoker’s Choice was 
arrested on March 11 for al-
legedly selling recreational 
marijuana products without 
a license from his East Main 
Street store.

Town Resident Trooper 
Spencer Bronson, who co-
ordinated the enforcement 
effort, shared an official Face-
book post on March 14 an-
nouncing that Mohammad 
Rahman, 47, of Litchfield had 
been taken into custody.

The arrest follows an in-
vestigation into the business 
that began with an unan-
nounced search of the store 
on Jan. 16 which yielded sev-
eral pounds of illegal canna-
bis products.

The charges against Rah-
man are for possession of il-
licit substances of over 1 kilo-
gram with intent to sell, and 
for operating a drug factory 
– the statutory term for any 
place where drug packaging 
products are found. 

The initial investigation 
was reportedly instigated due 
to complaints from residents 
that illegal merchandise was 
being sold on the premises, 
as well as concern that age 
identification was not being 
adequately checked.

Multiple “high THC” 
products, exceeding the le-
gal limit of the psychoactive 

Kindergarten registration in 
Cornwall set for April 30

CORNWALL — Corn-
wall Consolidated School 
will hold kindergarten reg-
istration for the 2026–27 
school year on Thursday, 
April 30.

Enrollment is open to 
children born in 2020, as 
well as those born between 
Jan. 1 and Aug. 31, 2021.

Parents are asked to call 
the school office at (860) 
672-6617 to schedule a 
time for their child to visit 
the school. On the day of 
registration, parents should 
bring the child’s current im-
munization records, birth 
certificate, and proof of res-
idency.

Sharon median home prices up
By Christin Bates

SHARON — The 
12-month trailing medi-
an price for a single-family 
home, excluding condos, in 
Sharon increased to $720,000 
for the period ending Feb. 28, 
2026.

The figure marks a 36% 
increase from the $530,000 
median recorded for the 12 
months ending Feb. 28, 2025, 
and 14% from $655,000 for 
the comparable period end-
ing Feb. 28, 2024. 

The unit sales of sin-
gle-family homes in Sharon 
on a 12-month rolling basis 
remained within histor-
ic range. A total of 40 sin-
gle-family homes were sold 
in the 12 months ending Feb. 
28, 2026, compared with 42 
sales in the period ending 
Feb. 28, 2025, and 40 sales for 
the 12 months ending Feb. 
29, 2024. Historically, sales of 
single-family homes in Sha-
ron typically range between 
35 and 45 transactions a year.

Inventory in all categories 
remains limited and stable. 
As of March 13, there were 
13 single-family homes on 
the market. Of those, 12 were 
listed above $1 million and 
no residential properties 
were listed below the cur-
rent $720,000 median price. 
Ten parcels of land are listed 
for sale on the MLS ranging 
from $139,000 to $995,000. 
Summer furnished rentals 
account for six out of the 10 
rental listings.
Condo prices rise, though 

sales remain limited
Though relatively few in 

number, condos remain a 
factor in the Sharon residen-
tial market. The 12-month 
trailing median price for a 
condo in Sharon increased to 

$307,000 for the period end-
ing Feb. 28, 2026. This level 
marks a $50,000 increase 
from the $257,000 median 
recorded for the 12 months 
ending Feb. 28, 2025, and 
from $250,000 for the com-
parable period ending Feb. 
28, 2024. 

The total number of 
condos sold in each year 
remained low with a total 
of two units sold in the 12 
months ending Feb. 28, 2026, 
compared with four sales in 
the period ending Feb. 28, 
2025, and three sales for 
the 12 months ending Feb. 
29, 2024. Two multi-mil-
lion-dollar condos remain 
available at Great Elm.

February transactions
34 Jackson Hill Road – 3 

bedroom/2.5 bath renovated 
house on .83 acres sold by 
TVC Funding IV REO LLC 
to Karen and Todd Saxe.

15 Sharon Valley Road – 
3 bedroom/1.5 bath home 
built in 1860 on 1.5 acres 
sold by Leonard Morrison 
Jr. to 15SVRenovations LLC 
for $380,000.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

15 Sharon Valley Road, a home built in 1860 that is in need of renovation work, 
sold for $380,000 on Jan. 27, 2026. 

48 Keeler Road – 3 bed-
room/3 bath rustic home 
built in 1918 with a 1 bed-
room/1 bath studio, and 
garage on 39.89 acres sold 
by Keller Road Holdings 
LLC to 381 Vinyard LLC for 
$1,130,000.

4 Upper Main Street, 
Unit 3 – 2 bedroom/2 bath 
condo built in 1973 sold by 
Sandra and Peter Oliver to 
Claire Marianne Legeard for 
$325,000.

12 Lucas Road – 4 bed-
room/3 bath renovated ranch 
built in 1964 on 2.73 acres 
sold by Scott and Stacy Gor-
don to Shay Alster, Cristina 
Shapiro-Alster, and Dror and 
Irit Anna Price for $750,500.

8 Upper Main, Unit 14 
– 2 bedroom/2 bath condo 
built in 1973 sold by Heather 
Jolicoeur to Darryl Peck for 
$289,000.

 * Town of Sharon real 
estate transfers recorded be-
tween Feb. 1 and Feb. 28, 
2026, provided by Sharon 
Town Clerk. Transfers with-
out consideration are not 
included. Current market 
listings from Smart MLS and 
market statistic from Info-
sparks. Note that recorded 
transfers frequently lag sales 
by a number of days. Com-
piled by Christine Bates, Real 
Estate Salesperson with Wil-
liam Pitt Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty.
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substance for an unlicensed 
establishment in Connecti-
cut, were seized during the 
search, including vapes, ed-
ibles and cannabis flower to-
taling just over 5 pounds, ac-
cording to the arrest warrant.

Rahman was held on a 
$100,000 surety bond and 
faced arraignment the same 
day as his arrest.

The legal retail of recre-
ational cannabis products 
in North Canaan narrowly 
passed a town vote in 2023, 
but state statute only allows 
for licensed dispensaries 
to sell high THC products. 
Smoker’s Choice does not 
possess such a license.

Sharon seeks input for POCD
SHARON —  A com-

munity survey has been 
launched to gather resident 
feedback as Sharon updates 
its Plan of Conservation and 
Development.

The POCD serves as the 
town’s long-range planning 
document, outlining goals 
and priorities for the next 
decade. Connecticut law 
requires municipalities to 

update the plan at least once 
every 10 years.

As work begins on Sha-
ron’s next POCD, the survey 
is intended to help officials 
better understand com-
munity priorities, explore 
opportunities, and identi-
fy the town’s strengths and 
challenges. For more infor-
mation, contact landuse@
sharonct.gov.

Sharon Town Hall’s 
Stan MacMillan Jr. and 
Jamie Casey to retire

By Alec Linden

SHARON — Two long-
time municipal employees 
will retire at the end of June, 
bringing more than six de-
cades of combined experi-
ence at Town Hall to a close.

Stanley MacMillan Jr. 
and Jamie Casey submitted 
resignation letters that were 
read by First Selectman Ca-
sey Flanagan at the Board of 
Selectmen’s regular meeting 
on March 10. Both will step 
down effective June 30.

In her resignation letter, 
Casey wrote that she and 
MacMillan Jr. had worked 
closely together throughout 
their years at Town Hall and 
had decided to vacate their 
positions at the same time.

MacMillan Jr. has served 
as the town building inspec-
tor and fire marshal for over 
three decades.

Casey has held many roles 
at 63 Main St. since begin-
ning as wetlands secretary 
in 1991, including assistant 
town clerk, secretary to the 
building inspector and fire 
marshal, health department 
sanitarian, and, most recent-

ly, land use administrator. 
She stated in her letter that 
she is confident Nikki Blass, 
current land use assistant, is 
well suited to replace her in 
the role.

Flanagan offered the fol-
lowing statement of gratitude 
for the Town Hall veterans:

“Stan and Jamie have been 
pillars of our town govern-
ment for decades. Their 
knowledge, integrity and 
unwavering commitment to 
Sharon place them among a 
truly exceptional group of 
public servants.  It is impos-
sible to overstate the impact 
they have had on our com-
munity through both their 
professional work and their 
extensive volunteer contri-
butions. We are profoundly 
grateful for their service and 
wish them every happiness 
in their well‑earned retire-
ment.”



Salisbury School pedestrian 
tunnel proposal under review 

By Alec Linden

SALISBURY — Town of-
ficials are reviewing plans for 
a pedestrian tunnel beneath 
Route 44 at Salisbury School. 

The underground walk-
way would provide a safe 
connection for students and 
staff between the school’s 
main campus south of the 
highway and the sports fields 
and boathouse between the 
road and Washinee Lake.

At the March 9 meeting 
of the Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses Commission, 
engineers representing the 
school outlined the proposal, 
which would place the tunnel 
just west of the pedestrian 
sidewalk currently in use. 
As the tunnel construction 
would displace 700-square 
feet of wetland soils, the 
project requires the Com-
mission’s signoff to move 
forward.

The engineers clarified 
that the disturbed area, while 
technically containing wet-

land soils, is a grassy lawn 
that is mowed and main-
tained by Salisbury School 
staff.

Commissioners agreed 
that they need more infor-
mation before they can ren-

der a decision, and asked 
the applicant to return for 
the IWWC’s next meeting 
on March 23. 

In the interim, Vice 
Chair Larry Burcroff and 
commissioner Russ Conk-

lin said they would perform 
an informal site visit, and the 
engineers representing the 
project promised to review 
the plans directly with the 
town engineer Tom Grimaldi 
for his signoff.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

The proposed tunnel would be installed just beyond the current crosswalk, provid-
ing a safer way for Salisbury School students and staff to cross the busy roadway.

‘Guys and Dolls’ 
premieres at Housy 
March 19

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — The 
cast of “Guys and Dolls” ran 
through the entire show for 
the first time during rehears-
al Thursday, March 12, ahead 
of the production’s March 19 
opening.

The performers were not 
yet in costume — aside from 
a few hats. 

Choreographer Amber 
Cameron, however, sent 
most of them back to retrieve 
their “show shoes.”

Cameron, Director 
Christiane Olson, Music 
Director Tom Krupa and 
Assistant Production Man-
ager Micah Conway watched 
closely during the opening 
scenes, occasionally offering 
prompts or conferring over 
stage directions.

The Housatonic Musical 
Theatre Society production 
opens at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School on 

Thursday, March 19, at 7 
p.m., with additional perfor-
mances Friday, March 20, at 
7 p.m., and Saturday, March 
21, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Tickets will be available 
at the door.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

The cast of ‘Guys and Dolls’ rehearses March 12.

Chicken dispute prompts review of farm rules
By Alec Linden

SHARON — New regula-
tions are out for review after 
a neighborhood dispute sur-
rounding chickens late last 
year highlighted a lack of 
clarity in the town’s zoning 
code regarding farms.

Sharon Valley Road resi-
dents Letitia and Brian Bra-
zee brought a complaint to 
Town Hall in the fall of 2025 
about nuisance chickens on 
a neighboring property. Cen-
tral to the complaint were 
questions about what con-
stitutes a “farm” in the town’s 

zoning regulations.
Following months of de-

liberation and rewrites, the 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission voted at its regular 
meeting on Wednesday, 
March 11, to forward its draft 
revisions of the farm regula-
tions for review by the com-
mission’s attorney Steven By-
rne and the Northwest Hills 
Council of Governments.

In the current regulations, 
farms are allowed as of right 
in any zone for a parcel of 
three acres or greater, so long 
as manure or other “offensive 
material” is stored at least 100 

feet from property lines and 
no commercial slaughter — 
except for animals raised on 
the property — may occur.

The draft amendment 
keeps the existing language 
but adds a series of condi-
tions that primarily regulate 
the construction of buildings 
on farm properties. Under 
the proposed language, any 
construction on such prop-
erties will require a zoning 
permit that includes a “Farm 
Use Statement” detailing a 
site plan for the property 
and the intended usage of the 
land and/or any structures. 

Also included in the 
changes is a stipulation that 
chickens, rabbits or ducks 
may be kept on properties 
under three acres in resi-
dential zones, with a number 
of conditions: the lot must 
be at least three-quarters of 
an acre; residents may keep 
no more than six chickens 
or rabbits and no more than 
four ducks; and free-range 
husbandry will not be al-
lowed. Coops also must com-
ply with established setbacks. 

The current code does not 
address the issue of owners of 
small parcels keeping these 

types of animals, and the 
addition to the zoning reg-
ulations is meant to directly 
address that gap.

Other fowl, including 
roosters, guinea hens, pea-
cocks, geese and pheasants 
are expressly prohibited in 
the rewrite.

Casey said the draft lan-
guage is subject to change 
based on the reviews from 
Attorney Byrne and the 
NHCOG. P&Z will bring 
finalized drafts to a public 
hearing and an eventual town 
vote before the changes can 
be adopted.
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Learn more at Northwell.edu/Sharon

Northwell is committed to strengthening the vital care 
your community relies on.

A BRIGHT FUTURE 
FOR SHARON HOSPITAL

This includes providing high-quality services, like labor & delivery—
so families can continue to welcome their newest members 
with confidence. It’s all part of our commitment to bringing a new 
chapter of care to Connecticut. To Litchfield County. To you. 
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NEWTOWN — George 
Laurence “Larry” McGowan, 
82, died on Feb. 28, 2026. 
A man of integrity and 
long-standing friendships, 
Larry leaves behind a legacy 
of professional achievement 
and a family who loved him 
dearly.

Born on Nov. 27, 1943, 
in Brooklyn, New York to 
George Laurence and Grace 
Harding McGowan, Larry 
grew up with a foundation 
of faith and education. 

 He attended St. John’s 
Preparatory School (Brook-
lyn, New York) and Garden 
City (New York) High School 
before graduating from Niag-
ara University. 

 After graduation, Larry 
completed his ROTC train-
ing and became a first lieu-
tenant in the United States 
Army. 

Following addition-
al specialized training, he 
was stationed in 
Vilseck, Germany, 
on the Czech bor-
der, where he led 
a missile unit for 
most of his military 
service. He was im-
mensely proud of 
his time spent in 
the military and 
spoke of it often. 

Upon returning 
to civilian life, Larry dedi-
cated his professional career 
to Real Estate Development 
and Construction. His work 
left a tangible mark across the 
Northeast, and he remained 
committed to it, actively 
engaging in projects until 
his courageous battle with 
pulmonary disease led him 
to retire two years ago. He 
was known by colleagues for 

OUR TOWNS

Send obituaries 
to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com

Mary “Molly” Hinchman
WEST CORNWALL — 

Dr. Mary “Molly” Hinchman, 
78, passed away on 
March 12, 2026, at 
Noble Horizons 
following a brief 
illness. She was 
the beloved wife of 
Russell E. Guerin 
for 33 years. 

Born in Boston, 
Massachusetts on 
May 4, 1947, she 
was the daughter of 
the late John and Catharine 
(Sellew) Hinchman. 

Molly was a devoted and 
compassionate psycholo-
gist for over 40 years. She 
received her MSW and her 
Ph.D. in Psychology at the 
University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor. She went on to 
complete her postdoctoral 
internship in Family Ther-
apy and received her license 
for independent practice in 
1981. 

Throughout the years, Dr. 
Hinchman was dedicated to 
and worked with many peo-
ple including children and 
families in residential treat-
ment and partial hospital 
programs, adults and couples 
through her private practice 
and specialized in the treat-
ment of substance abuse and 
addiction.  

Molly enjoyed teaching 
at St. Joseph College and 
Northwestern Connecticut 
Community College where 
the focus was centered on 

families and their cultures. 
For the last 30 years, Molly 

has been a student 
and presenter at 
the Jean Baker 
Miller Advanced 
Training Institute 
where she worked 
with her colleagues 
to incorporate Cul-
tural/Relational 
Theory into her 
clinical work. 

In addition to 
her husband, Russell, Molly 
is survived by her siblings, 
Betsey Polglase and Joan 
Hinchman; two nieces and 
three stepchildren.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
March 20, 2026, at the United 
Church of Christ in Corn-
wall, 8 Bolton Hill Road, 
Cornwall, CT  06753. Burial 
will be private. Calling hours 
will be held from 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on Thursday, March 
19, at Thurston Rowe Funeral 
Home, 283 Torrington Road, 
Litchfield. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to United Church of Christ 
in Cornwall, 8 Bolton Hill 
Road, Cornwall, CT 06753 
or to Visiting Nurse & Hos-
pice of Litchfield County, 32 
Union Street, Winsted, CT  
06098

To send the family an on-
line expression of sympathy 
kindly visit www.thurston-
rowefuneralhome.com

George Laurence McGowan

Ralph Henry Stanton Jr.
CANAAN — Ralph Hen-

ry Stanton Jr. of Canaan, 
passed away on March 7, 
2026, after a prolonged bat-
tle with his heart. He leaves 
behind his wife Patricia, twin 
sons Thomas and Wyatt and 
grandson Gunner Stanton. 

Visiting hours are 5 to 8  
p.m. on Friday, March 20, 
2026, at the Newkirk-Palm-
er Funeral Home, 118 Main 
Street, Canaan, CT. Ample 
parking is available in the 
town parking lot behind the 
library. Burial will be private 

at Mountainview Cemetery 
in Canaan when weather 
permits. 

A more complete obitu-
ary will be forthcoming. A 
celebration of life is being 
planned for June. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made in Ralph’s memory to 
the North Canaan Volunteer 
Ambulance Corp, Inc., 15 
Main Street, P.O. Box 178, 
Canaan, CT 06018 and/or 
the Canaan Fire Company, 
4 East Main Street, P.O. Box 
642, Canaan, CT 06018.
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Worship Services
Week of March 22, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, April 12 at 10:30 a.m.  
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!
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OBITUARIES
his expertise and his com-
mitment to the projects that 

shaped the local 
landscape.

Beyond his pro-
fessional accom-
plishments, Larry 
was a husband, 
loyal friend, and 
cherished family 
member. 

He is survived 
by his wife, Brigid 
Mary Hutchinson 

McGowan; his sister, Kath-
leen McGowan Metz of 
Longboat Key, Florida and 
Sharon, Connecticut; his 
nephews, James Thornton 
Metz (Victoria) and Robert 
Harding Metz (Robin); and 
his nieces, Alicia Harding 
Metz, Lauren Harding Si-
mons, Kathryn Metz Helm 
(Lloyd), and Margaret 
Thornton Metz. 

Larry was a proud 

great-uncle to nine 
grand-nieces and nephews, 
all of whom held a special 
place in his heart. 

 Larry also shared a close 
and affectionate bond with 
Aldina Vazão Kennedy and 
Ana Monica Vazão. He val-
ued lifelong friendships, par-
ticularly those formed during 
his years at Garden City High 
School and found immense 
joy in nurturing those con-
nections, especially through 
their annual golf outings he 
so enjoyed organizing and 
attending. 

 A Mass of Christian Buri-
al with military honors will 
be celebrated at 11 a.m. June 
6, 2026, at Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Amenia. 
The interment at Calvary 
Cemetery will be at a later 
date. 

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Two “Ranch” style homes sit side by side below the 
slopes of Haystack Mountain.

Soon-to-be 
homeowners tour 
new development 
as completion 
date nears

By Alec Linden

NORFOLK — The North-
west Corner is set to receive 
10 new affordable homeown-
ership opportunities before 
summertime as construction 
at the Haystack Woods de-
velopment nears completion.

The Foundation for Nor-
folk Living hosted its third 
open house for the new 
development on March 14, 
seeking to draw applications 
for the remaining unclaimed 
properties. 

Five of the houses have al-
ready received applications, 
though none of the sales will 
close until after construction 
finishes, anticipated for early 
May.

The development, which 
sits below the forested slopes 
of Haystack Mountain ap-
proximately half a mile 
from downtown Norfolk, 
broke ground last May with 
the promise of a homeown-
ership model that is both 
sustainable and affordable. 
The homes will be powered 
entirely by solar panels set on 
the broad roofs of two car-
port structures, which will be 
equipped with a parking bay, 
storage unit and electric ve-
hicle charging port for each 
house. The Foundation has 
described Haystack Woods 
as a “Net Zero” community 
as it will power its own en-
ergy needs.

Foundation Chair Kate 
Johnson, who was greeting 
prospective buyers as they 
drove up on Saturday after-
noon, said that the energy 
model requires residents 
to pay a monthly hookup 
fee — “$10, plus or minus a 
few” — but nothing further. 
She estimated homeowners 
at Haystack Woods will save 
approximately $5,000 in en-
ergy each year.

“It’s going to enable peo-
ple who live at Haystack 
Woods to manage their bud-

gets,” said Foundation Vice 
Chair Avice Meehan, who 
also helped guide tours of 
the almost complete homes. 
“They won’t be seeing the 
spikes in heating like the rest 
of us do.”

Johnson gestured at the 
array of structures, empha-
sizing that the “shells” of the 
buildings were also designed 
to be energy efficient, mean-
ing residents also won’t be 
using as much in the first 
place.

There are three home 
styles on offer at Haystack 
Woods, all single-family: a 
single story, two-bedroom 
“Ranch” design, a two sto-
ry, three-bedroom “Cape” 
house and a broad two story, 
three-bedroom layout called 
the “Two Story.” Pricing, 
which ranges from $159,000 
to $261,000, will be based on 
design and the homeowner’s 
income.

Applicants for any of the 
homes must earn below 80% 
of Litchfield County’s Area 
Median Income, known as 
the AMI, while some units 
are reserved for those who 
make under 60% of the AMI. 
Anyone in the household 
must also have not owned a 
home in the past three years, 
and the home must be a pri-
mary residence.

The Litchfield County 
Center for Housing Op-
portunity, a region-wide af-
fordable housing advocacy 
group, is supporting appli-
cants as they navigate early 
homeownership, including 
with financial planning and 
considerations.

The complex, which is ar-
ranged across two cul-de-sac 
style lanes, is built on a 39-
acre plot that once housed a 
gravel pit. Over half of the 
parcel has been dedicated 
as conserved land, and is 
currently under permanent 
protection by the Norfolk 
Land Trust.

BRIEFS

Maple Weekend tours held in 
Falls Village March 21-22

FALLS VILLAGE — 
Falls Village will hold free 
Sugar House tours on Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 
21-22, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
conjunction with the state-
wide Maple Weekend.

Participating producers 
are Jody and Jean Bronson 
of Wangum Valley Maple 

Syrup; the Jacobs Family of 
Whiting Brook Farm; Matt 
Gallagher of Acer Creek 
Farm; Kent Allyn; Adamah 
Farm and the Falls Village 
Saw Mill. Maps are avail-
able at Jacobs Garage and 
Off The Trail Cafe in Falls 
Village. For more informa-
tion, call 860-824-5861.

Republican candidates visit 
White Hart March 26

SALISBURY — The 
Salisbury Republican Town 
Committee is hosting GOP 
candidates for statewide 

and congressional offices at 
the White Hart in Salisbury 
Wednesday, March 26, 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.

‘No Kings’ gathering in 
Salisbury March 28

SALISBURY — There 
will be a No Kings rally in 
Salisbury at the intersection 
of  routes 44 and 41 Saturday, 

March 28 at 11 a.m. There 
will be speakers and live 
music. The rally will proceed 
rain or shine.
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Last spring, The Lakeville Journal launched a 
journalism initiative at Housatonic Valley Regional 

High School. Through this program, students 
work with Lakeville Journal editors throughout 
the school year to report on what’s important 
and interesting to them and their community. 

For more information about the program, 
please contact Lakeville Journal Publisher, James Clark, 

at publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

www.lakevillejournal.com/hvrhs-today

The HVRHS Journalism Program

Mia DiRocco, Cornwall
Shanaya Duprey, North Canaan

Anna Gillette, Lakeville
Hannah Johnson, North Canaan

Ibby Sadeh, Falls Village
Peter Austin, Kent

•
Nathan Miller, Lakeville Journal Program Lead

Caitlin Hanlon, Lakeville Journal Production

This program is proudly sponsored by 
Funds of Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
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History teacher joins rank of authors 
among Housatonic teachers

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Hayden Bachman runs a fast 
break in the Berkshire League 
quarter� nal against North-
western Feb. 24.

PHOTO BY ANNA GILLETTE

John Lizzi, left, celebrated this year the publication of his 
� rst book, a political biography on the life of Oliver Wolcott Jr. 
Peter Vermilyea, right, has a new book called “Litch� eld in the 
Revolution” hitting shelves on March 31.

Basketball 
teams mark 
scoring 
records
By Hannah Johnson

The Housy girls basketball 
team ended their season 9-11 with 
the boys team ending their sea-
son 5-14. Despite the lackluster 
season records, both teams have 
been making Housatonic history. 

On Feb. 2, the boys team beat 
Oliver Wolcott Technical High 
School 91-59, putting up 90 points 
for the � rst time since 2009 with 
seniors Anthony Labbadia, Owen 
Reimer and Anthony Foley each 
putting up double digit points to 
secure the victory. 

The following week, Oliver 
Wolcott left housy after another 
loss with the girls team beating 
them 100-17. This was a historic 
accomplishment becoming the 
second time in school history a 
basketball team hit triple digits, 
the � rst being the boys back in 
1977. With only 8 girls on the 
bench, the team was left with 
three subs and limited ways to 
dial back their momentum.

Other notable accomplish-
ments include seniors Anthony 

Basketball
Continued on page A6

By Anna Gillette

Housatonic social studies 
teacher John Lizzi recently add-
ed a new title to his list of accom-
plishments: published author. 
On Feb. 3, Lizzi released his � rst 
book, “Connecticut Son: Oliver 
Wolcott Jr.,” a political biography 
that explores the life and career 
of an important � gure in early 
American history.

Lizzi self-published the book, 
which is now available on Ama-
zon. “You just put in my name 
or the title and it should come 
up,” he said. 

The project originally began 
as part of Lizzi’s doctoral work. 
While completing his PhD, he 
wrote his dissertation on Wol-
cott Jr. “When I � nished that, 
I essentially had a draft, at the 
very least, of a book,” he said. “It 
required some modi� cation and 
revising, of course, but I had writ-
ten 70,000 words already and I 
almost felt that it would have 
been a waste not to try to publish 
it when I’d gone that far.”

Balancing the writing process 
with teaching and family life was 
not easy. Lizzi completed his doc-
toral program online which al-
lowed him to work on research 
and writing whenever he could � t 
it into his schedule. “The ability 
to be able to � nd an hour here, 
an hour there, early morning, 
late at night—even during the 
school day when I have a plan-
ning period—was critical,” Lizzi 
said. “So not a lot of sleep, but a 
really supportive family.”

Although the work was de-
manding, Lizzi never doubted his 
ability to � nish. Still, the project 
pushed him in new ways. “The 
stamina required for the amount 
of research and writing you have 
to do is something else,” he said. 
“I had never written something 
that was 100s of pages long be-
fore.” Breaking the project down 
into smaller pieces helped make 
it more manageable. 

Rather than pursuing a tradi-
tional publishing deal, Lizzi chose 
to self-publish to avoid a lengthy 

approval process and signi� cant 
changes from editors. Based on 
research and people he’d spo-
ken with, Lizzi found that the 
process can take multiple years 
and rejections. “Having spent 
so much time on this topic from 
my dissertation and now turning 
it into a book, I didn’t want to 
spend another three years with 
it,” Lizzi said. 

Instead he used Amazon’s 
self-publishing tools which al-
lowed him to upload and format 
the manuscript himself. “They 
have their own program—it’s all 
free—where you upload a manu-
script and you can play with the 
margins and the font,” he said. 
“You can see how it looks before 
you actually order it to be print-

ed.” The book is available as a 
hardcover, paperback, and on 
Kindle. 

Lizzi credited fellow Housa-
tonic teacher and author, Peter 
Vermilyea, as a source of inspira-
tion. Lizzi said seeing Vermilyea’s 
success as a historian and writer 
helped show him what the pub-
lishing process could look like. “I 
feel very fortunate and lucky that 
I get to work with him,” Lizzi said. 

Vermilyea himself has written 
several books about local histo-
ry, beginning his writing career 
online. “All over all of our towns 
are these little monuments and 
markers, and this tree dedicat-
ed to so and so,” Vermilyea said. 
Being curious, he started a blog 
focused on hidden stories behind 
historical markers around the 
region. 

That blog eventually led to a 
publishing opportunity. A rep-
resentative from History Press 
noticed Vermilyea’s work online 
and reached out to him about 
turning his work into a book. His 
� rst book, “Hidden History of Li-
tch� eld County,” was published in 

2014 and uncovers lesser-known 
stories about the history of the 
region. 

The success of that book led 
to another project. In 2016, Ver-
milyea published “Wicked Litch-
� eld County.” “The � rst book was 
about what our founding fathers 
wanted us to remember,” he said. 
“The second is more about what 
they want us to forget — crime 
and punishment and slavery, 
things like that.”

Vermilyea’s � rst and second 
books each took less than a year 
to write and publish. His third, 
“Litch� eld County in the Revo-
lution,” took seven. “The di� er-
ence is that the � rst two books 
were works of synthesis,” Vermi-
lyea said. “I took a lot of things 
that were already out there and 
brought them together to tell 
one coherent story.” He did all 
original research for “Litch� eld 
County in the Revolution.” “I was 
in the state archives in Hartford, 
in the Litch� eld historical society, 
in the Salisbury historical asso-
ciation,” Vermilyea said. It took 
a year just to edit. 

His newest book, “Litch� eld 
County in the Revolution,” will 
be released March 31 and contin-
ues to explore local history. Ver-
milyea enjoys writing about the 
region because people are nat-
urally interested in stories that 
connect with their own commu-
nities. “There’s plenty of people 
who don’t like history, and that’s 
okay. But most people like local 
history. They like to know what 
was going on in their backyard,” 
Vermilyea said. 

Outside of writing, Vermily-
ea frequently gives public talks 
about history and his research. 
He estimated having done about 
250 presentations since the pub-
lication of his � rst book and con-
tinues to speak at libraries and 
historical societies. Lizzi who 
plans on following suit by doing 
similar talks said it seems like he 
does 10 a week. “It’s great fun,” 
Vermilyea said. “It’s a terri� c op-
portunity to talk to people about 
history.” 

For students interested in 
writing or publishing work of 
their own, Vermilyea o� ered 
the same advice he does to many 
students in class: “If you want to 
become a better writer, write,” 
he said. “Find any outlet for it. 
There’s so many outlets and you 
never know what’s gonna hap-
pen.”

Senior lounge closed indefi nitely 
after reports of misuse

By Mia Dirocco

As of Monday, March 10, 
Housatonic’s Senior Lounge has 
been closed indefinitely. The 
lounge, which is a space for se-
niors to go during free periods, 
was shut down by Vice Principal 
Steven Schibi after reports of stu-
dents cutting class, problematic 
language, and the room being kept 
unclean. 

According to the email sent 
out to the senior class by Schi-
bi, “I am disappointed to have 
to close this room as I have not 
had to do this for a long period of 
time,” he stated. “We want you to 
have privileges but they need to 
be earned.” The ban was e� ective 
the following day. 

The decision was made in 
hopes to improve the social en-
vironment within the lounge, 
and keep students from skipping 
classes in the room. “We’re no-
ticing there’s more infractions 
coming from seniors, and we � nd 
them in the senior lounge,” Schibi 
said. He said the ban is an attempt 
to reinforce positive behaviors.

The closing of the lounge is 
temporary, Schibi said, but he 
didn’t o� er a timeline for its re-
turn. 

The decision has been contro-
versial among Housatonic’s senior 
class. Senior Marc Hafner strong-
ly disagreed with the decision to 
remove the lounge. “The space 

has served as a cornerstone of se-
nior community — a place where 
students could decompress, con-
nect, and foster bonds during 
their � nal year of school,” he said. 
He said he hopes administrators 
will repeal the decision soon. 

For many students, the lounge 
provides a space for social con-
nection. Senior Arianna Gold 
said the lounge fosters connec-
tion among students. “It’s 100% a 
community,” she said. “I see kids 
from all backgrounds go in there. 
We’re all such di� erent people, yet 
coming together for the same pur-
pose.” She felt that taking away 
the lounge takes away a safe space 
for many students. 

Other students had di� ering 
views of the lounge. Senior Han-
nah Johnson said that closing 
the senior lounge is promoting 

a better school environment. 
“Students were using the se-
nior lounge as an inappropriate 
way to express their beliefs in a 
school setting that wasn’t being 
monitored — including hanging 
up Trump � ags, swearing, and 
leaving trash — that was a� ecting 
others in the building,” she said. “I 
would say most of the senior class, 
if not many of the senior class, 
didn’t want to go because of how it 
was being treated.” Johnson faced 
criticism from other students and 
accusations of theft after she took 
down a pro-Trump � ag hanging 
in the lounge and stowed it in a 
cabinet away from view.

Administrators have empha-
sized that students must work to 
maintain a cleaner and less dis-
ruptive environment to earn the 
senior lounge privilege back. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Students lead an impromptu jam session in the senior lounge. 
Senior lounge privileges were revoked on March 10.
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Basketball
Continued from page A5

Foley and Maddy Johnson mak-
ing the Berkshire League second 
team and senior Olivia Brooks 
making Berkshire League first 
team. Maddy Johnson was also 
named CT Insider’s Athlete of 
the week on March 10. Athletic 
Director Anne McNeil said this 
year the girl’s team “got a lot more 
recognition outside our league.”

Captain Maddy Johnson said 
the team’s unnoteworthy record 
is due to the group’s overall in-
consistency. “Our playing level 
varies,” she said. “One game we 
can go out there and pretty much 
do everything but then the next 
game it looks like it’s the begin-
ning of the season all over again.”

Although the boys team had 
a less successful season the inte-
gration of new head coach Bobby 
Chatfield has been a transition 
likely to cause future success. 
“Bobby has been a really good 
jumping off point for the coming 
years,” MacNeil said. Although 
the team is losing eight seniors, 
there is hope that the promising 
underclassmen can improve with 
the consistency of a strong coach. 

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Wes Allyn dunks it to start the 
game against Gilbert on senior 
night Thursday, Feb. 26.

Academic Bowl team 
celebrates second place  
in national tournament
By Ibby Sadeh

This year, Housatonic’s ac-
ademic bowl team has had the 
biggest success that they have 
had in years. 

Peter Vermilyea, a history 
teacher at the high school and 
faculty advisor for the team, said 
this year was the first national 
second place finish the team has 
had since he started working at 
the school nearly 30 years ago.

“I started academic bowl here 
my first year here, that was 1995, 
1996, and we’ve had 7th place, 6th 
place, and 4th place finishes in 
the country, but in the November 
Tournament we finished 2nd in 
the country,” Vermilyea said. Se-
nior Silas Tripp, who competes 
on the team, said he was amazed 
with the success. “To get to watch 
some of these kids answer ques-
tions that I don’t even know where 
to start is honestly a humbling yet 
eye opening experience,” Tripp 
said.

Housatonic’s success at No-
vember’s national competition, 
known as the Knowledge Master 
Open, earned the team a spot in 
the World Academic Champion-
ship. Out of the 107 questions 
asked, Housatonic answered 95 
correctly. “That was in a smallish 
tournament about 50 schools, and 

in December we finished 21st in 
the country but in a tournament 
of about 500 schools,” said Ver-
milyea. 

For the last few years, the 
team, whose members shift ev-
ery year as seniors graduate and 
younger students join, has been 
first in Connecticut and first in 
New England. 

Junior team member Danny 
Lesch said everyone is welcome 
on the team. “My experience is 
that anyone can bring value to 
the team even if they think they 
don’t have the knowledge to con-
tribute,” he said.  “This attitude 
from the team had led to our high 
finishes in New England and the 
country.” 

Also participating on the team 
are seniors Hannah Johnson, Ten-
zing Sherpa and Silas Tripp; ju-
niors Jon DeDonato, Jonas John-
son, Daniel Lesch, Finn Malone 
and Meadow Moerschell; soph-
omores Bridger Rinehart and 
Owen Schnepf, and freshman 
Alastair Schnepf. “We’ve got a lot 
of people, COVID was really bad 
for a lot of things but it was really 
good for academic bowl because it 
created a digital environment to 
play that didn’t really exist before 
COVID,” Vermilyea said. 

“The whole interface of the 
game has changed, instead of 

just playing New Milford, or Ter-
ryville, or maybe we are going to 
be adventurous and play E. O. 
Smith High School from Storrs, 
now we are playing teams from all 
over the country.” Now, the team 
can play in five to seven online 
tournaments. Students will even 
play teams internationally later 
this year in a tournament that the 
Housatonic team qualified for. 

Tripp said the online compe-
titions bring less pressure than 
in-person matches.

“Most of these competitions 
are online because of Covid, which 
honestly can be more fun because 
it decreases the pressure, but 
sometimes I wish we had more in 
person competitions,” Tripp said. 
“Overall, it’s given me many new 
relationships and taught me how 
to be confident when you believe 
you know something.” 

Tripp has been on the team for 
the past three years.  “It’s been 
far better than I could have imag-
ined,” Tripp said. “Verm really 
makes sure everyone is welcome 
no matter if you answer every 
question or none.” 

Lesch agreed that the team is a 
good opportunity, “We’ve steadily 
improved throughout the season,” 
Lesch said. “Picking up new play-
ers and encouraging anyone who 
wants to come.”

New ceramics class 
garners strong  
support in first year
By Shanay Duprey

Housatonic prides itself on its 
large and expansive Arts Depart-
ment — which just brought a new 
experience to Housy students 
through a ceramics course. 

The class was brought to life by 
Lilly Rand, one of the art teachers 
and the current ceramics teacher. 

The new class gives students 
opportunities to work with clay 
and ceramics in school for the 
first time since elementary school 
for many students. “I noticed that 
while ceramics was taught in the 
elementary schools, there was a 
major curricular gap once stu-
dents reached high school,” Rand 
said “I worked closely with the 
administration to bridge that gap 
and build the program back up so 
students could continue develop-
ing those skills.”

The ceramics class is taught 
next to the school barn in the Sci-
ence and Technology Center, a 
space the class shares with many 
diverse other courses. Rand said 
the space had its benefits and its 
drawbacks. 

“An advantage to using the 
STC is that it gets foot traffic so 
that students who may not have 
known what the ceramics class 
was can now look over and see 
what we are doing,” Rand said. 
“Because we are sharing the STC, 
all of our materials and projects 
have to be meticulously put away 
to keep them safe, and tools that 
would normally be stationed in 
one spot have to be moved into 
the pottery ‘cage’ at the end of 
every day. The students have to 
be incredibly organized and plan 
ahead when moving projects and 
materials back and forth.” 

While there are struggles that 
come with the space, the class 
seems to be a favorite amongst 
students. Tenzing Sherpa, a se-
nior who took the class during 
its first semester last fall, speaks 
highly of it. “I wish it was a full 
year course because it is a great 
way to relax and enjoy your time 
in the school building and a full 
year would allow for more ex-
perience and experimentation,” 
Sherpa said. 

The class’s popularity is shown 
in the numbers as well. “The stu-
dent interest is clearly there, as 
68 students signed up for ceram-
ics this year, and seeing the work 
they are producing is proof that 
this program was a missing piece 
of our curriculum.” Rand said. 

The class focuses on the basics 
of ceramics, a historic art form. 
“I try to balance foundational 
hand-building skills,” Rand said. 
“I believe in the philosophy of-
ten attributed to Pablo Picasso: 
‘Learn the rules like a pro, so you 
can break them like an artist.’”

This class serves as an oppor-
tunity to experiment, and espe-
cially to learn ceramics skills. 
Rand said she rediscovered a 
passion for ceramics after col-
lege and learns more about the 
art form even today.

“My journey with clay started 
in college. . . About 15 years later, 
while teaching at Sharon Center, 
I rediscovered that passion.” said 
Rand. “I am currently using a new 
clay body and mixing all of my 
own glazes from raw materials. 
It’s been a significant learning 
curve, but I’ve actually discovered 
a fascination with the chemistry 
behind glaze mixing and I’m eager 
to dive deeper into that science.” 

Even students with past ex-
perience still learn from Rand’s 
instruction. “I had done ceram-
ics previously so I knew most of 
the fundamentals we learned in 
class,” Sherpa said. “I think the 
most valuable thing that I learned 
in the class was how the glaze we 
had available to us worked and 
how to apply it so it didn’t end 
up a mess.”

Rand said it was challenging 
to encourage original creations 
from students. “A big challenge 
right now is encouraging original 
thought; many students imme-
diately look to Pinterest or their 
phones for inspiration,” Rand 
said. “My goal is to teach them 
how to look at the world around 
them—or their own experienc-
es—for ideas.” Sherpa echoed 
that sentiment. “The biggest 
struggle for me was figuring out 
what I even wanted to make.” 
Sherpa said. 

PHOTOS BY SHANAYA DUPREY

Above, “pinch 
bowls” created by 
Lilly Rand’s ceram-
ics class. Left, a dish 
with ornate circular 
designs.

Find HVRHS Today online!
lakevillejournal.com/hvrhs-today

Broken heaters trigger classroom shuffle
By Ibby Sadeh

Housatonic teachers and stu-
dents returned from winter break 
this year to classrooms with no 
heat, prompting teachers to shuf-
fle rooms to accommodate their 
classes.

Science teacher Elizabeth Din-

neen and history teacher Peter 
Vermilyea were forced to relocate 
in other rooms as the cold became 
unbearable and unworkable. 

The heat was still non-func-
tioning after January’s blizzard, 
which prompted Housatonic to 
have a snow day on Monday, Jan. 
26, and a delay on Tuesday, Jan. 

27. Vermilyea, who primarily 
teaches U.S. history to juniors, 
came back to broken heat for the 
rest of the week. 

He said he was told a part 
had broken in the school’s heat-
er and had yet to be delivered. In 
the meantime, his classes would 
be assigned to whatever room is 
available at the necessary time, 
so classes ended up meeting in 
six different rooms.

“I was in Dr. Lizzi’s room, 
Ms. Messina’s, Ms. Melino’s, Ms. 
Jones’s, Mrs. O’Reilly’s, and room 
133,” said Vermilyea. Jeff Lloyd, 
Housatonic Facilities Manager 
played a key role in returning Ver-
milyea and his students back to 
their classroom. Vermilyea said 
Lloyd came in over the weekend 
to repair the heater. “The part 
was supposed to come in on 
Thursday but it didn’t, it came 
in either after school on Friday 
or on Saturday,” Vermilyea said. 
“But Mr. Lloyd came in here on 
Sunday to work on it and fix it so 
I could be back in my room on 
Monday.”

Dinneen’s issues with the heat 
were less prolonged. “It initially 
broke about two weeks before 
winter break,” she said. “It was 
fixed the next day, but a few 
days later the heat kept increas-
ing before dropping again.” The 
unreliable heat became a bigger 
problem for Dinneen. 

During Dinneen’s wait for 
parts, temperatures in her room 
reached a low of about 39F during 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Peter Vermilyea’s junior U.S. History class watches a classmate give a presentation in a tempo-
rary classroom after a malfunctioning heater caused Vermilyea to shuffle classrooms this winter. 

Heaters
Continued on page A7
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Winter athletes lead charge for more spectator support

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Game analysts talk things over during a break in the back-to-back basketball games Friday, Feb. 13.

School spirit surges after students  
lead basketball pep rallies

Heaters
Continued from page A6

the school day. 
Assistant principal Ste-

ven Schibi and Principal 
Ian Strever relocated Din-
neen’s classes to the science 
discussion room primarily, 
with some classes moving 
to science teacher Sarah 
Braun’s room when lab ta-
bles were needed. Dinneen 
said the principals, science 
chair Letitia Garcia-Tripp 
and the other teachers in 
the department were very 
helpful in the period with 
no heat.

The move required flex-
ibility. The small tables in 
the discussion room proved 
inappropriate for working 
in groups as Dinneen’s stu-
dents were used to the larg-
er lab tables in her room. 

Dinneen returned to her 
classroom on Jan. 7 after 
winter break. She thanked 
housy’s custodians, Jeff 
Lloyd and Benjamin Brown 
for their work to repair the 
heat. “Mr. Lloyd and Mr. 
Brown were instrumental 
in getting this fixed,” Din-
neen said. 

By Hannah Johnson

With the introduction of win-
ter sports a new appreciation for 
school spirit entered Housaton-
ic’s halls. Led by a few students 
keen on improving student in-
volvement, student sections have 
grown immensely in both size and 
spirit compared to former years. 

Before the school’s rivalry bas-
ketball games against Lakeview 
High School, seniors Silas Tripp 
and Chris Crane worked with the 
Student Government Association 
to plan a pep rally in order to get 
students excited and increase 
game attendance. Athletic di-
rector Anne McNeil expressed 
support for their efforts. “I can’t 
thank Chris and Silas enough,” 
MacNeil said. 

“I am at almost every home 
sport event and even travel to 
some away basketball games,” 
Crane said. He said in general 
student attendance at games “had 
strong participation with people 
going more all out than ever be-
fore.” 

Girls Basketball captain Mad-
dy Johnson believes the players 
have also influenced this positive 
change. “We have a higher spirit 
than other teams, we really push 

ourselves,” she said.
With such strong leadership 

exhibited from seniors, many fans 
worry about the sparse under-
classmen involvement. MacNeil 

said she hopes the momentum 
started by Crane and Tripp car-
ries forward in the coming years. 
“I hope that they’ve started some-
thing really really good.”

By Anna Gillette

At Housatonic Valley Region-
al High School, winter brings 
packed bleachers, ecstatic stu-
dent sections, and distinctive 
energy for basketball season. 
The team culture and overall 
energy result in a large turnout 
at the home games. But beyond 
basketball, other winter athletes 
endure long practices and tough 
competitions — often with far 
less recognition. 

While basketball tends to 
draw large crowds and head-
lines, sports like swim, ski, indoor 
track, and hockey compete in 
front of much smaller audiences. 
Other than the students direct-
ly involved, many people in the 
school community are unaware of 
when these teams compete, who 
their standout athletes are, and 
how they perform throughout the 
season. 

Part of the difference in in-
volvement comes down to loca-
tion and the nature of the sports 
themselves. “It’s much easier to 
walk into the gym than it is to 
walk onto a ski course,” athletic 
director Anne MacNeil said. Bas-
ketball is a team oriented sport 
played in the school gym, making 
attendance easy. New traditions 
like rival night and themed games 
also increase excitement. Mac-
Neil explained that when the ice 
hockey team used to compete at 
Hotchkiss, the games were wide-
ly attended. Many winter sports 
are also more individual based, 
making it harder to build hype 
around one race or run than a 
team competition. 

Beyond the challenge of 
drawing spectators, the teams 
themselves are also limited in 
size. Housatonic’s small enroll-
ment contributes to smaller ros-
ters, especially in nontradition-
al sports. Cost and access also 
make some winter sports harder 
for students to become involved 
with. “You have to be introduced 
to skiing. You have to be intro-
duced to hockey,” MacNeil said. 
“If you look at what it takes to 
play those sports, there’s a money 
factor involved.”

For the swim team, the differ-
ence in team culture is notable. 
Senior Katie Crane played bas-
ketball her freshman year before 
fully committing to the swim 
team. “When I played basketball, 
we weren’t just showing up for 
our team, we were showing up 
for the student section too,” she 
said. “For swim, what fueled our 
energy was just the team itself.”

Swim meets rarely draw big 
crowds, but some competitors 
said that reduced the pressure. 
“I love swim because there isn’t 
that competitiveness and pres-

sure,” Crane said. “I just showed 
up and I would race, but I was 
racing for myself.” Swimmers 
said their teammates and coach-
es were supportive, even if a big 
audience wasn’t there to cheer 
them on. 

The lack of visibility can also 
be frustrating. “It definitely feels 
like I put up big performances 
without it getting noticed be-
cause I made Berkshire League 
first team and no one knows,” 
freshman Phoebe Conklin said. 
“For basketball and soccer, it’s 
this huge deal when you make 
first team.”

The ski team faces similar 
struggles. “It’s actually a fun 
spectator sport,” said junior 
Danny Lesch. Because races are 
largely individual, standout per-
formances don’t always translate 
into team wins, even though the 
team has many accomplished ath-
letes. Lesch said the individual 
athletes then get less recognition 

despite high levels of personal 
success. “What a lot of people 
don’t realize is that probably the 
most successful students we have 
at their sport have been our best 
skiers,” Lesch said. 

Despite the recognition gap 
between basketball and other 
winter sports, athletes and com-
munity members have recently 
made larger efforts to improve 
visibility. “That’s always been an 
area that I have struggled to do 
better in,” MacNeil said. “In the 
last two years, I’ve really focused 
on our Instagram account and 
trying to spotlight people.” While 
trying her best to equally repre-
sent each sport, MacNeil also 
relies on athletes themselves to 
send photos and stats. “I can’t 
be everywhere at once,” she said. 

Looking ahead, the future of 
other sports at Housatonic may 
depend on overcoming challenges 
tied to the school’s small enroll-
ment. “I just had to cancel girls’ 
lacrosse,” MacNeil said. Increas-
ing visibility and community sup-
port can help keep teams active 
and competitive. Greater recogni-
tion can help spark student inter-
est, increasing participation and 
reminding the community that 
success exists across sports with 
less publicity. For members of the 
ski team, even small efforts can 
help make a difference. “What we 
hope for is one of the races next 
year, we get a crowd, get people to 
come, just one race,” Lesch said. 

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Housatonic Valley Regional High School’s varsity swim team hosted a meet 
against Shepaug Valley High School on Wednesday, Jan. 21. Shepaug’s team was 
notably larger, putting forth four relay teams to Housatonic’s one relay team.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Winter Cheney sports three gold medals after a victorious 
performance in the Berkshire Hills Ski League champion-
ships Wednesday, Feb. 18.

What a lot of people 
don’t realize is that 
probably the most 
successful students 
we have at their 
sport have been our 
best skiers.

Junior Danny Lesch
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Students rank political division low in new survey

How students beat 
boredom in the cold 
winter months
By Peter Austin

As the cold, dreary months of 
winter melt away, Housatonic stu-
dents continue to participate in the 
activities that keep them from the 
grips of winter boredom. A survey 
sent to students asked about their 
favorite activities, and the results 
show a great diversity within the 
student population. 

In the survey, participants 
were asked to check any box that 
applied, and were invited to offer 
their own specific response at the 
end of each question, which many 
chose to do. 

The most popular activities 
were in ‘Entertainment’, where 
over 80% of respondents indicated 
that they watched movies, about 
60% saying they use social media 
or YouTube, and about 50% saying 
that they play video games or read. 

Many also said they worked at 
some job, with babysitting, ser-
vice, and agriculture gaining the 
most responses. Specific student 
responses included healthcare, 
church volunteering, lifeguarding, 
and junior firefighting.

Despite the cold weather and 
unrelenting snow, students were 
not discouraged from spending 
time doing outdoor sports, with 

hiking, and skiing or snowboarding 
gaining about 25% of responses 
each. Other popular sports include 
swimming, basketball, weightlift-
ing, or running, while about 30% 
indicated that they participated 
in no winter sports. Other spe-
cific responses include esports, 
gymnastics, wrestling, tennis, or 
horseback riding. 

While about 40% of students 
indicated that they participated in 
no creative activities, the ones that 
did expressed a great diversity in 
their interests. 

Drawing, painting, photogra-
phy, writing and journaling, and 
writing, playing, or recording mu-
sic all gained above 20% of student 
responses, showing that students 
often participate in a large num-
ber of creative activities. Film, 
theater, dance, and singing all re-
ceived around 10% of responses, 
and specific responses include 
knitting and crocheting, crafts, 
sewing, and baking. 

Throughout the cold winter 
months, it can often be difficult to 
stay busy and entertained when 
confined to the indoors. However, 
students at Housatonic often find 
unique ways to fill their time and 
represent a diverse array of hob-
bies and interests in the school.

By Peter Austin

Housatonic junior Sophia Fitz 
organized a schoolwide protest 
on Friday, Jan. 30, in which stu-
dents were invited to wear black 
or take a vow of silence to show 
their support for the Minnesota 
ICE protests.

The demonstration highlight-
ed the political divides inside the 
school, prompting questions 
about division among the stu-
dent body. 

Over 70 students responded 
to a survey asking them to rank 
their political awareness and how 
politics affected them in school. 
The results show that, of the re-
spondents, Housy students gen-
erally rank themselves as having 
high political awareness and gen-
erally care more about politics, 
but are more divided on how they 
feel within school. 

Students were asked to rank 
things like political awareness, 

engagement, and how they feel 
affected by politics in school and 
on social media. 

The first questions asked 
respondents to rank political 
awareness and how much they 
care about politics, with most 
students responding with a 4 or 
a 5.

One anonymous surveyor 
says, “I think people who think 
that politics should be kept com-

pletely out of school are using 
that as justification for ignoring 
having difficult conversations. It 
is our duty to make people aware 
of these types of things, even if 
they disagree.”

Next, students were asked 
how much other students’ posts 
on social media influence the po-
litical climate inside school, and 
whether this was generally more 
positive or negative.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY PETER AUSTIN

Faculty question effectiveness  
of detention in combating AI use
By Mia DiRocco

Detention at Housatonic has 
changed little over the past few 
years, but new issues such as 
the use of artificial intelligence 
to cheat on assignments have 
prompted some students and 
teachers to ask if it’s time for dis-
ciplinary strategies to change. 

From flex period detention to 
car privilege suspension, the im-
pact different disciplinary actions 
have on student behavior varies. 
For some students, detention was 
simply an inconvenience. 

After exceeding a certain 
amount of tardies, senior Hunter 
Conklin had his car parking privi-
leges suspended for a week, along 
with an afterschool detention. “I 
ended up being more late to school 
every day, and I had no way to get 
to work after school,” he said. 

When it comes to punishment 
for more common problems, the 
school administration sees deten-
tion as highly effective. According 
to Vice Principal Steven Schibi, 
“We don’t have too many repeat 
offenders. About 90% of the stu-
dents who get issued detention 
for tardiness usually don’t have 
any more infractions.” Since hav-
ing detention, Conklin noted his 
tardies to school have been less 
frequent.

For small scale issues, deten-
tion along with other methods 
of punishment is fairly effective. 
But as the use of AI becomes in-
creasingly frequent, it raises a 
crucial question to Housatonic’s 
disciplinary practices: does a new 
problem require a new solution? 

Senior Cohen Ceccinato has 
gone to detention for plagiarism 
three times. He said he wasn’t 
sure if the discipline was effective 
or not, but said detention didn’t 
feel like much of a punishment.

“I haven’t had one [a detention] 
since the third one, so maybe it 
got to me,” he said. “I think other 
forms of punishment would be 
better, because you weren’t re-
ally being punished.” Ceccinato 
has not plagiarized in over a year 
since his last detention. 

Detention rates for plagiarism 
are rapidly rising, teachers said. 
English teacher Damon Osora has 
been running after school deten-
tion for about eight years. He said 
he’s noticed the use of artificial 
intelligence becoming a more 
serious issue. “In the humanities 
classes, AI is behind a majority 
of the referrals that teachers in 
those departments make,” he  
said. 

With a problem so new, ad-
ministrators have had to find a 
way to respond to the issue al-

most overnight. And as artificial 
intelligence use continues to grow, 
administrators are wondering if 
strategies need to change. Schibi 
said administrators are expected 
to discuss the issue soon.

“It’s something I think we are 
looking at for next year,” he said. 

Osora said the use of artificial 
intelligence is an academic prob-
lem as opposed to a behavioral 
one, and that it requires a differ-
ent approach than detention or 
typical discipline strategies.

“It makes what I think is an 
academic problem look like a 
behavioral problem. Detention 
should not be used in response to 
problems that are academic in na-
ture,” Osora stated. “I don’t think 
we should treat it as a thing that 
needs to be punished. I think we 
need to work on educating people 
about it.”

The responses are relatively 
equal, and students that ranked 
influence as a 4 or 5 generally be-
lieved its influence to be much 
more negative than those that 
ranked it as a 3 or less.

Students were asked to rank 
the extent to which they felt that 
political issues affected the learn-
ing environment and their rela-
tionships with their classmates. 
Students generally feel like the 
learning environment is not very 
affected while remaining most-
ly neutral on whether it affects 
their relationships with their 
classmates.

“Teachers should be talking 
about politics more with all their 
students to make them aware,” 
says one anonymous responder. 

The last question asked stu-
dents if knowing somebody else’s 
political views changed how they 
viewed them. 

These responses have the 
highest variability by far, with 
over 50% of responses greater 
than 3 and over 30% less than 3. 

One anonymous respondent 
says, “I know some people’s lives 
[revolve] entirely around politics 
and refuse to be friends or associ-

ate with anybody with a different 
political view and I’m like dude 
it’s not that deep. I don’t care as 
long as someone’s agenda isn’t 
pushed into my face.”

Although it can sometimes be 
difficult to gain an understanding 
of a political climate, analyzing 
student actions and running 
surveys can give a good insight. 
Students at Housatonic are gen-
erally aware of political issues in 
the world, and these issues often 
influence how we interact both 
inside and outside of school. 

I think people who 
think that politics 
should be kept 
completely out of 
school are using 
that as justifica-
tion for ignoring 
having difficult 
conversations.
Anonymous surveyor
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Our Towns

www.salisburyforum.org

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026 • 7:30 P.M.
Housatonic Valley Regional High School

Falls Village, CT
Admission is free. Please register online.

Where Ideas Matter

EXPLORING 
AMERICA’S FOUNDING

Author Russell Shorto in conversation with 
Peter Vermilyea and Rhonan Mokriski

Historian and best-selling author Russell Shorto is joined by award-
winning history educators Peter Vermilyea from Housatonic 

Valley Regional High School, and Rhonan Mokriski from Salisbury 
School and Troutbeck Symposium, to discuss Shorto’s Revolution 

Song: The Story of America’s Founding in Six Remarkable Lives. 

This program is presented by the Salisbury Forum in partnership with 
the Salisbury Association, Troutbeck Symposium, and Scoville Memorial 
Library in connection with Salisbury Commemoration 250 and CT 250.

This event is sponsored 
by National Iron Bank
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Cornwall students dazzle in 
opening night of ‘Moana Jr.’

By Simon Markow

CORNWALL — The 
Cornwall Consolidated 
School opened its musical 
production of ‘Moana Jr.’ 
Friday, March 13, with a full 
house. 

The play was based on the 
2016 Disney film ‘Moana,’ 
with music and lyrics by Lin 
Manuel Miranda. Orches-
trations were adapted and 
arranged by Ian Weinberger.

The cast started rehearsal 
in November and persevered 
through winter weather and 
sickness. 

On premiere night, the 
crew overcame some techni-
cal difficulties early on. This 
hiccup was soon forgotten as 
the young performers took 
the stage and dazzled with 
musical numbers.

PHOTO BY SIMON MARKOW

Skylar Brown, front, leads the ensemble of “Moana Jr.” at Cornwall Consolidated School March 13.

PHOTO BY SIMON MARKOW

The cast performs “Moana Jr.” amid captivating set designs.

Kent explores 
National Register 
designation for 
Swift House

By Ruth Epstein

KENT — The committee 
studying the future of Kent’s 
historic Swift House is con-
sidering pursuing National 
Register of Historic Places 
designation as part of its 
effort to determine how the 
deteriorating town-owned 
building might be preserved 
and used. 

The group, established by 
the Board of Selectmen, has 
been given until April 30 to 
provide a report outlining 
recommendations for the 
structure that dates back to 
the 1700s. The building is lo-
cated on Maple Street, just 
east of Route 7. 

The former farmhouse 
has been the subject of dis-
cussion for several years, 
with concerns raised about 
its poor condition and 
whether the town should 
retain or sell it.

A previous task force con-
ducted a survey that gener-
ated 144 comments, with 26 
expressing negative opinions 
about the town keeping the 
building. That group also had 
the firm Silver Petrocelli pre-
pare an estimate on the cost 
to renovate the building and 
bring it into compliance with 
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act. The figure given was 
$2 million.

At the committee’s meet-
ing Tuesday, March 10, 
member Christine Adams, 
executive director of the 
Kent Historical Society, re-
iterated her previous push to 
hire a consultant to prepare 
an application for National 
Register designation. With 
finances always a concern, 
Adams said if a building is 
listed on the register, there 
would be many opportuni-
ties for grants. She estimated 
such a consultant would cost 
about $2,500 to $3,000. 

She also recommended 
the town have an attorney 
draw up a preservation ease-
ment at the same time the 
designation is being sought.

Committee chairman 
James Anderson said he had 
recently toured the building 
and saw the many challeng-
es it faces. “As it stands now, 
it has no purpose. We need 
to accelerate the process of 
finding solutions for its use.”

During the meeting, 
members suggested a vari-
ety of possible uses for the 
building. William Reihl 
echoed what several others 
favored: creating a town wel-
come center. 

“That would be a perfect 
place for it,” Reihl said. “It 
can become a gathering cen-
ter for the community.” 

His other ideas included 
creating an ongoing arts and 
culture festival and renting 
out space to provide a source 
of revenue for the town. He 
said he does not see the 
building as a place for mu-
nicipal offices,  a possibili-
ty that had been discussed 
during the earlier task force’s 
tenure.

Adams said she knows 
of other historic buildings 
where faculty apartments 
have been created. Since 
there are several private 
schools in Kent, that might 
be an option for the second 
floor. “The downstairs would 
remain a public place.”

Margie Austell said she 
would like to focus on the 
building’s historic perspec-
tive. Marge Smith, who at 
the last meeting said local 
attorney Anthony Palum-

bo had expressed interest 
in purchasing the building, 
added, “He would go along 
with many of these ideas.”

Jason Wright, the Board 
of Finance’s representative on 
the committee, said he did 
not think the group should 
get too specific yet. “We need 
to come up with a template...
We need to come up with the 
financial issue. We just don’t 
have the resources.”

Selectman Lynn Har-
rington said the committee 
should concentrate on the 
first floor and leave the up-
stairs for further discussion. 

When the talk turned to 
finances, Wright said, “A $2 
million commitment from 
my perspective is not real-
istic. Since the town is rev-
enue-strapped, I think $2 
million is high. We need to 
push for some more creativ-
ity.” He wondered if some 
local craftsmen might be 
willing to take on the work 
for a reduced rate.

Harrington said she 
thought the Silver Petrocelli 
report was reliable, “but I’m 
not sure we have to do all of 
it.”

The town currently bud-
gets $19,600 per year for the 
Swift House. When Joyce 
Kearns, the selectmen’s ad-
ministrative assistant, was 
asked whether the town 
might be able to use some 
of that appropriation to pay 
for the consultant, she listed 
several upcoming expenses 
before adding, 

Falls Village selectmen review town projects, trash options
By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — At 
the Board of Selectmen’s 
meeting on March 9, the 
selectmen reviewed several 
ongoing matters of interest 
in Falls Village.

Monica Zinke’s yoga 
studio is expected to open 
in early April in the town-
owned building at 107 Main 
St., the space formerly oc-
cupied by Furnace: Art on 
Paper. First Selectman Dave 
Barger said the town will 
provide a gallon of paint to 
touch up the interior before 
the studio opens. 

Barger said the select-
men will consider joining 
the Northwest Regional Re-
source Recovery Authority at 
a special meeting in the near 
future. Joining the NRRA, a 
regional organization that 
helps municipalities manage 
trash disposal and recycling, 
would require a town meet-
ing vote on an ordinance.

Barger said the ordinance 
would be worded to avoid 
any financial liability should 
the town ultimately decide 
not to join.

He noted that the state 
recently decided to close the 
Torrington Transfer Station 
at the end of the fiscal year, 
one year earlier than expect-
ed. 

The facility serves several 
Northwest Hills towns for 
trash disposal, and its early 
closure could force commu-
nities to find alternative ar-
rangements. Barger said the 
Northwest Hills Council of 
Governments is reviewing 
the unexpected decision.

Town infrastructure 
projects are proceeding. The 
“compost containment struc-
ture” — a shipping contain-
er— has arrived at the trans-
fer station,  and a concrete 
pad will be installed when 
the weather allows.

Meanwhile, work contin-
ues on the pool house and 

two new trucks are now in 
service.

The selectmen voted 
unanimously to approve the 
road closures and use of town 

property for the Falls Village 
Car and Motorcycle Show 
Sunday, July 12.

Barger said “It ends at 
3 p.m. and by 3:15 you 

wouldn’t know anyone had 
been here.

“Except for the outhouses, 
and they get picked up the 
next day.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

Salisbury musicians  
participate at regionals

Salisbury Central School students, from left, Jackson 
Magyar, Evelyn Adkins, Noah Tencer and Kellan Lock-
ton (mixed chorus) and Annabelle Bunce (band, not 
pictured) participated in the Connecticut Music Ed-
ucators Association Northern Region Middle School 
Honors festival March 6 and 7.



The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Lakeville 

Journal and the Journal 
does not support or 

oppose candidates for 
public office.

We accept gifts, grants 
and sponsorships 

from individuals and 
organizations for the 

general support of our 
activities, but our news 

judgments are made 
independently and not 
on the basis of donor 

support.

Send to publisher@
lakevillejournal.com
Include name, town 
and phone number. 
Keep letters to 500 

words or less. 

The deadline for letters 
to the editor  

is 10 a.m. each Mon-
day. You may email 
letters to publisher@
lakevillejournal.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Your 
News
Your 
News lakevillejournal.comlakevillejournal.com

Stay informedStay informed

For another letter, see Page A11.

PHOTO BY CAITLIN HANLON

Snowdrops

Harlem Valley Rail Trail 
accident is horrifying
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Save our  
National Lands

We have seen the govern-
ment gutted of personnel, 
but we can rebuild it.

The universities have been 
attacked and public money 
for research withheld, but  we 
will be able to restore health 
research.

Law firms who defended 
the law against government 
corruption have been at-
tacked, but those firms can 
be restored to favor.

Money to the states for 
SNAP, which gives food help 
to the needy, has been cut, 
but we can restore that.

They have started a war in 
the Middle East, but hope-
fully we can soon withdraw 
from that.

Attacks to the environ-
ment and our public lands, 
however, can never be re-
stored. Selling off public 
lands, which belong to the 
American people, can never 
be repurchased.  Permitting 
oil companies to drill in our 

National Parks in the Arc-
tic creates terrible pollution 
which cannot be cleaned 
up. Creating miles of roads 
at our expense through our 
National Forests opens the 
wilderness to exploitation, 
such as removing timber, 
but it will take a lifetime to 
restore those forests.  Let-
ting mining companies drill 
in our National Parks leaves 
huge open pits in the ground, 
which can never be restored. 
Compromising the Endan-
gered Species Act could elim-
inate the existence of many 
species of animals, birds and 
plants forever.

We must stop the de-
struction.  We must stop the 
attacks on our public lands.  
Our National Forests and our 
National Parks belong to us 
-  the people -  and we want 
it left to our children and for 
all the generations to come. 

Lizbeth Piel
Sharon 

I was horrified to read 
about the bicycle accident on 
the Rail Trail, resulting in a 
fractured vertebra and a long 
healing process for someone 
who was enjoying a ride on a 
path specifically built for that 
purpose.

I am an active cyclist who 
rides 150+ miles per week in 
warm weather. I occasionally 
ride parts of the Rail Trail, al-
most always during the week 
when there is little activity, 
and only to connect to a road.  

The Rail Trail is NOT 
for serious cyclists. When-
ever I approach walkers I 
call out well in advance and 
coast my bike past them at 
a slow speed. If they don’t 
turn around, I stop. I would 
never pass another cyclist, 
especially a casual rider, on 
any of the elevated wooden 
walkways. It is infuriating 
that an accident like this is 

completely foreseeable, yet 
happened anyway.

I don’t walk the Rail Trail 
but if I did I would be very 
vocal (but friendly) in telling 
cyclists to slow down and, if 
on a walkway, to dismount. 
It is for their safety as well. 
The woman who was injured 
could have just as easily 
turned into the cyclist, which 
could have put them both in 
the hospital.    

I was strongly tempted 
to suggest litigation here, 
but I am sure friends long 
ago offered that advice. As 
warm weather approaches 
you might consider an ar-
ticle about local bike safety, 
perhaps focused on the Rail 
Trail. The tiny silver lining 
here is that the article is not 
about a small child being hit 
by cyclist.

Terry Vance
Sharon

Are predictions markets  
displacing crypto trading?

The Retired 
Investor 
Bill Schmick

The introduction of 
prediction markets 
such as Polymarket 

and Kalshi are exploding 
in popularity. At the same 
time crypto currency trad-
ing seems to be falling off a 
cliff. Are the two connected?

“Crypto is so yesterday,” 
said one Gen Z trader, in 
response to my question. 
Younger investors are turn-
ing their attention to plat-
forms where users can trade 
contracts on the outcome of 
future events. Today, one can 
bet on everything from the 
outcome of the mid-term 
elections to when the next 
Fed interest rate cut will oc-
cur. Not only can you bet on 
political or cultural events 
but increasingly on sports 
and real-world events.

I suspect that economic 
conditions  may be behind 
Gen Z’s shifting preferences. 
The average salary for a Gen 
Z is under $40,000. Speculat-
ing in Bitcoin has become an 
expensive proposition with 
the price around $63,000 per 
coin. It has traded as high 
as $124,000. That is a far cry 
from the days of $15,000 or 
less.

That doesn’t mean the 
younger generations are 
completely abandoning 
crypto currencies but are in-
stead changing the way they 
speculate. In addition, the 
narrative has changed. The 
number of HODLs “Hold on 
for dear life” have declined 
as dreams of  a $1 million 
Bitcoin seem less feasible. 
Prediction markets offer a 
simpler, cheaper and more 
scalable alternative.

You can still bet on the 
future price of crypto, along 
with individual stocks, 
bonds, gold, or whatever. 
“Why buy Bitcoin when you 
can buy a cheap contract that 
offers you the same chance 
to profit?” argues another 
Gen Z trader.  The simplic-
ity of the prediction market 
structure is also appealing. 
There are no research re-
ports, promises of gains or 
losses based on scenarios or 
schedules. The price you pay 
reflects a bet on a simple yes 
or no, to happen or not to 
happen. It appeals to a gen-
eration increasingly skeptical 

of project promises.
However, the prediction 

market uses cryptocurrency 
infrastructure to underpin 
their platform. Custody, set-
tlement and payment pro-
cesses run on block chain 
technology. With the sup-
port of stablecoins. Bitcoin 
contracts are still one of the 
most active speculative mar-
kets.  

Another encouraging de-
velopment is that prediction 
market platforms are regu-
lated by the Commodity Fu-
tures Reading Commission. 
As such all prices are set by 
buyers and sellers and not by 
“the house.” In many ways, 
prediction market contracts 
are like trading futures con-
tracts. You are essentially 
buying or selling a financial 
derivative when you invest in 
prediction contracts.

In 2025, this prediction 
markets saw trading volume 
expand to more than $27.9 
billion. Open interest, which 
is the total value locked in 
contracts broke $1 billion. 
These contracts are both liq-
uid and easy to trade. One 
can pay for them in both 
crypto currencies and reg-
ular currencies.

Supporters argue that 
these platforms represent 
a new frontier for fintech.  
Their platforms innovation 
has combined the blending 
of capital markets, crypto, 
prediction-economics and 
sports betting into one. The 
rapid growth in this new av-
enue of investment, specula-
tion, or just plain gambling 
depending upon your view, 
has attracted outside invest-
ment. Several institutional 
players believe this new tech-
nology has enormous po-
tential. The retail brokerage 
firm, Robin Hood, as well as 
Coinbase Global are enter-
ing the market.  No surprise 
there, but some of the larg-
est exchanges and financial 
institutions in the world are 
also embracing these betting 

platforms.
In October 2025, The New 

York Stock Exchange parent 
company, Intercontinental 
Exchange (ICE), purchased a 
$2 billion stake in prediction 
leader, Polymarket. The S&P 
Down Jones Indices also an-
nounced a partnership with 
another fintech company, 
Dinari, to create a crypto-fo-
cused index. DraftKings and 
Flutter Entertainment, two 
sports betting operators, en-
tered the prediction markets 
in December 2025. Flutter 
joined hands with the CME 
Group, to launch FanDuel 
Predicts in five U.S. states 
and plans to go nationwide 
this year.

Supporters argue that 
these platforms use inno-
vation financial technolo-
gy tools that allow traders 
to better discover efficient 
pricing of event risk. Yet 
prediction markets today 
are sitting astride several 
industry faultlines. Includ-
ing sports on their platforms, 
for example, are encroaching 
on already established regu-
latory domains.

Many states are in an 
uproar as a result, predict-
ing that these new markets 
make it easier for coaches, 
players, or referees to bet on 
matches they may be able 
to influence.  The wave of 
recent betting scandals in 
2025 makes regulator’s fears 
that much more immediate. 

Rather than new investment 
alternatives, many regulators 
see them as an easy avenue 
toward further corruption.

This week two congress 
representatives Blake Moore 
(R-UT) and Salud Carba-
jal(D-Ca) jumped into the 
fray by introducing legisla-
tion that would prohibit the 
listing of contracts for sale 
related to terrorism, assassi-
nation, war, gaming (sports 
or athletic competitions ), 
or illegal activity. Betting 
on certain outcomes in the 
U.S./ Iran conflict may have 
sparked this bipartisan effort 
to reign in the prediction 
markets when it comes to 
what they deem to be threats 
to public safety and national 
security risks.

In my opinion, trying to 
stem the flow of this new 
prediction market arena in 
the age of AI is futile. Over 
the next ten years, the sector 
is projected to reach a mar-
ket size of $95 billion, with a 
growth rate of 47%.  Even an 
old codger like me, is already 
monitoring the betting on 
any number of events from 
war in Iran to the earnings 
on Nvidia. I suggest you do 
the same.

Bill Schmick is a founding 
partner of Onota Partners, 
Inc., in the Berkshires.  Bill’s 
forecasts and opinions are 
purely his own and do not 
necessarily represent the views 
of Onota Partners, Inc. (OPI).



Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large
Hedgelaying is the historical art of 
creating living hedgerows around 
fields that are impenetrable by 
livestock, last up to 50 years 
and provide shelter for wildlife. 
Hedgelaying’s stronghold is in 
Great Britain, but it has a growing 
following here in New England. 
For more information, please visit 
www.hedgelaying.org.uk. For an 
instruction manual of just how to 
go about this, please visit: www.
gardensillustrated.com/garden-
design/how-to-lay-a-hedge. Finally, 
when you feel you have mastered 
this skill, there are competitions 
in England on who is the best at 
laying a hedge. To see who were 
the champions in 2025, please 
go to: www.hedgelaying.org.uk/
championships/2025-national-
hedgelaying-championship-2/

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, � ursday, March 19, 2026, � ursday, March 19, 2026

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Kent Falls

Cruelty has become a defining feature of second term
On 
Reflection 
Carol Ascher

President Trump’s sec-
ond term has been a 
coming out party for 

cruelty, whether in casual 
pronouncements or formal 
policies. Amidst a cascade 
of international aggressions, 
and what looks like an ex-
panding War in Iran, I fear 
for Cuba, which has been re-
ceiving U.S. threats that its 
centralized economy struc-
tured to ensure fairness and 
equality, values that many 
Americans also hold dear, 
must be give way to the ex-
cesses of free enterprise. 

It may seem too long ago 
to remember that for decades 
USAID was a key compo-
nent of America’s soft pow-
er. Early in his second term, 
the Trump Ad-ministration 
peremptorily ended USAID 
funding, partly to help bal-
ance a budget constrained 
by GOP tax breaks to cor-
porations and billionaires, 
but also to clarify the Ad-
ministration’s contempt for 
international decency, gen-
erosity and caring. Without 
Congressional discussion or 
approval, the U.S. summari-
ly eliminated maternal and 
child healthcare for 95 mil-
lion people, and created food 

insecurity and malnutrition, 
which threatened to increase 
forced migration even as 
hundreds of thousands have 
already died. The end of US-
AID also meant the cancella-
tion of 390 education projects 
effecting 23 million children, 
with vulnerable children and 
girls especially effected. And, 
in a final Trumpian twist, the 
end of USAID left millions of 
dollars of unused food grown 
by U.S. farmers spoiling in 
warehouses. 

In fact, President Trump’s 
attitude toward ordinary 
Americans has also been 
uncaring, if not cruel. The 
Administration has threat-
ened to cut as much as $900 
million in transportation 
funding within the U.S. and 
withhold over $1.3 billion 
in disaster relief funding to 
four Democratic-led states. 
It has also attempted to pun-
ish states whose policies it 
disagrees with by stripping 
funding, including to those 

states that refuse to support 
the President’s inhumane 
mass deportation agenda.

Although many Amer-
icans voted for Trump be-
cause of his promise to end 
the disasters of war, within 
the first year of his second 
term, his administration has 
authorized military strikes 
and bombing operations in 
Iraq, Somalia, Syria, and Ye-
men. The U.S. also bombed 
nuclear facilities in Iran in 
June 2025, and a facility in 
Venezuela in late 2025. Early 
in 2026, it also collaborated 
with Israel in a widening war 
with Iran. 

Pete Hegseth, our Secre-
tary of the renamed Depart-
ment of War, has epitomized 
the Administration’s cruel-
ty and disdain. Aiming to 
sound bellicose, tough and 
vengeful, Hegseth has said 
that, “We fight to win. We 
unleash over-whelming and 
punishing violence on the 
enemy.” We also don’t fight 
with “politically correct” or 
“stupid rules of engagement.” 
That is presumably why no 
effort was made to rescue 
the 180 Persian sailors left in 
the water when their warship 
was torpedoed by a U.S. sub-

marine in the Indian Ocean, 
2,000 miles from Iran.  And 
why there has been no apol-
ogy or even acknowledgment 
for the 175, mostly children, 
killed when a U.S. bomb 
mistakenly hit the Shajarah 
Tayyebeh elementary school 
building in Teheran. 

Finally, in our own hemi-
sphere, more than 157 peo-
ple have been killed in 46 
separate bombings of small 
boats in the Caribbean that 
were supposedly delivering 
drugs. Moreover, since Sec-
retary Hegseth had directly 
ordered to that everyone on 
board should be “killed,” this 
tally includes two men who 
had survived the bombing of 
their boat and were clinging 
to its destroyed pieces when 
they were directly targeted, 
a war crime by international 
rules of engagement. And 
the dramatic seizure of Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro and his 
wife in Caracas included the 
murder of 47 Venezuelan sol-
diers, along with 32 Cuban 
security personnel acting as 
bodyguards, for which there 
has been no formal expres-
sion of condolence. 

Unfortunately, this refus-
al by Trump and Hegseth to 

‘Able-bodied’ does not 
mean ‘able-minded’

I am writing in response 
to Ruth Epstein’s article 
about the League of Wom-
en Voters’ breakfast with 
six local CT representatives. 
Representative John Piscopo 
(R-76) made an unfortunate 
statement about wanting 
“able-bodied” people to go 
to work. 

He thereby embodied an 
all-too-common mispercep-
tion about the poor/folks re-
ceiving state assistance who 
appear to be “able-bodied”. 
He has apparently never 
noticed the distinction be-
tween “able-bodied” and 
“able-minded”. 

He has undoubtedly nev-
er spoken to a person who is 
receiving welfare benefits. I 
spoke to many during my 
decades as a Family Physi-
cian in both rural and inner 
city Medicaid clinics. They 
include the people who are 
still illiterate because their 
dyslexia was never discov-

ered during their school 
years, people who fall well 
below the average IQ on the 
classic normal distribution 
curve of such things, people 
with mental health disorders 
of multiple types, many in-
heritable and others caused 
by stress. 

There are people whose 
childhoods were so marred 
by physical, psychological 
and sexual abuse that they 
will never be able-minded, 
and far too many of them are 
substance abusers as a result. 

They all belong to our 
society, we have failed to 
prevent what happened 
to them, and, in my opin-
ion, we owe them at least a 
square meal on their tables. 

Representative Piscopo 
needs to rediscover his po-
tential for empathy, some-
thing all humans possess but 
some never bother to use.

Anna Timell, MD
Cornwall

give the deaths of Americans 
the dignity of an apology or 
acknowledgment extends 
to both soldiers and people 
killed by government agents 
on U.S. soil. As President 
Trump made clear in his State 
of the Union address, he con-
siders it unpatriotic to worry 
about immigrants seeking 
asylum, Green-card holders, 
or even American citizens 
either violently rounded up 
by ICE, or held in one of the 
new mega-detention centers, 
without access to families or 
an attorney. And this morn-
ing Donald Trump used a 
photo of himself in a “digni-
fied return” of a soldier killed 
in the Middle east to sell his 
private security briefings. 

All of which make me 
especially worried about the 
Administration’s bellicose at-
titude toward Cuba, whose 
people have lived under a 
U.S. embargo throughout 
its 67 years of socialism. 
In January, 2026, Presi-
dent Trump urged Cuba to 
“make a deal, before it is too 
late.” At the same time, the 
Administration cut off all 
oil that Cuba had been re-
ceiving from Venezuela, its 
major sup-plier. Moreover, 
Trump’s threat to impose 
tariffs on any country that 
provides oil to Cuba result-
ed in Mexico closing off its 
shipments, leaving Cubans 
with dwindling available oil. 
And Trump has made clear 
that Cuba needs to open its 
economy to capitalism if its 
people want to survive. 

As of March 2026, Sec-
retary of State, Marco Ru-
bio, whose parents left for 
the United States soon after 
the Revolution, is said to be 
in contact with the Cuban 

leadership, including Raul 
Castro’s grandson. While 
supposedly “squeezing” the 
regime, he is offering to roll 
back sanctions if Cuba im-
plements the privatization 
sought by the Trump Admin-
istration. However, given the 
paucity of private companies 
currently in Cuba, this pro-
cess is likely to be slow. And 
since American philanthrop-
ic organizations like USAID 
no longer exist to offer food, 
medicine and electricity in 
the meantime, there will be 
more suffering for Cubans, 
including longer blackouts, 
more scarcity and ongoing 
migration. 

A March 13, 2026 article 
in the New York Times by 
Frances Robles, a seasoned 
reporter on the Caribbean, 
notes that experts say, “Any 
meaningful deal with the 
Cuban government” would 
also have to include such im-
portant changes as “an end 
to the criminalization of dis-
sent,” and “a restoration of 
basic civil liberties including 
freedom of speech and the 
press”—important re-forms, 
if we want Cuba to become 
a democracy. However, these 
are exactly the freedoms that 
Trump and his supporters 
find threatening in the Unit-
ed States and are working to 
remove. Perhaps the experts 
hope that our island neigh-
bor, 90 miles south of Flori-
da, will be there as a beacon 
of democracy in years hence 
to remind us of all we care-
lessly gave away.

Carol Ascher, who lives in 
Sharon, has published seven 
books of fiction and nonfic-
tion, as well as many essays 
and stories.  She is trained as 
a spiritual director.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

125 years ago —  
March 1901

Master Roscoe Brinton 
sprained his wrist one day 
the past week so badly while 
playing at school, as to re-
quire Dr. Skiff ’s services.

Did you ever observe that 
we have what may be called 
submarine sidewalks.

Dr. Coley, whose summer 
home is in Sharon, contem-
plates having a hospital in 
town where he may care for 
his patients during the sum-
mer months.

I.W. Sanford has been 
busy surveying ground and 
arranging plans for the new 
milk bottling plant to be 
erected by the Borden Co. at 
Canaan. The building is said 
to be of wood, 50x150 feet.

The new iron trestle be-
ing erected by the railroad 
company is being rapidly 
put together by a force of 
workmen. The first span is 
already in place. The whole 
number of sections will be 
three and when finished will 
be a great improvement over 
the old wooden one.

100 years ago —  
March 1926

LIME ROCK — Law-
rence Belter went to Hart-
ford Monday for treatment 
on his throat. Friends of Mrs. 
Belter are glad to hear she is 
improving slowly.

The blue birds have been 
postponed on account of the 
weather.

LIME ROCK — Miss Do-
ris Athoe who is training to 
be a nurse in the Hartford 
hospital, spent Sunday with 
her parents.

Col. Charles H. Ball has 
installed a radio at his home.

50 years ago —  
March 1976

Gov. Ella Grasso an-
nounced Tuesday the ap-
pointment Tuesday of Patsy 
Van Doren of Cornwall to the 
governor’s Council on Volun-
tary Action. Mrs. Van Doren 
said she is “very pleased” 
with the appointment and is 
looking forward to working 
with the council. The Coun-
cil on Voluntary Action, 
a 12-member body, coor-
dinates volunteer activity, 
initiates programs, consults 
with private agencies using 
volunteers, assists in fund-
raising and tests new meth-
ods of coordinating volunteer 
programs.

The move to provide bet-
ter “sex education” at Housa-

tonic Valley Regional High 
School got a strong boost this 
past week from four physi-
cians. The doctors vigorously 
urged a HVRHS board-ap-
pointed committee to pursue 
and expand its plans for de-
veloping new programs.

Caring for the President’s 
skis when he vacations at 
Vail, Colo., is the job of Gun-
nar Jansen, son of Karine Jan-
sen of Salisbury. Jansen, who 
was photographed with Pres-
ident Ford during the First 
Family’s Christmas holiday, is 
the Rossignol Ski Company’s 
representative in Colorado.

CANAAN — Lester Go-
chey Jr., 40, of the Greena-
cres section of Canaan, was 
drowned Sunday night af-
ter his snowmobile crashed 
through the ice on Lake 
Pleasant at Northville, N.Y. 
Douglas A. Parker, under-
sheriff of Hamilton Country, 
N.Y., said that Gochey was 
snowmobiling on the lake 
with Kenneth Demming of 
Ashley Falls, Mass., when 
the accident occurred. Go-
chey’s snowmobile was ahead 
of Demming’s when it went 
through the ice and into 
about 12 feet of water. Go-
chey was a mechanic for the 
Riva Equipment Co. in Ca-
naan. He lived on Housatonic 
Avenue with his wife Anita 
and two  children, Raymond 
and Michele. A snowmobile 
rally will be held on Dave 
Carlson’s farm in Canaan 

Valley Sunday afternoon at 
1 p.m. All proceeds from the 
event will benefit the Gochey 
family. 

25 years ago —  
March 2001

CANAAN — The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy has filed an administrative 
complaint against MINTEQ 
International stemming from 
an oil spill last year that re-
leased a small amount of 
PCBs (polychlorinated bi-
phenyls) into the environ-
ment. PCBs are considered 
by the EPA to be “probable 
carcinogens.” The federal 
agency is alleging six viola-
tions relating to the spill — 
classified as an “unauthorized 
disposal” — and inadequate 
storage of PCBs. Penalties 
for the complaints total 
$192,000.

CANAAN — Molly 
Toomey brought her imper-
turbable style to Pittsfield 
last Saturday and brought 
home the regional spelling 
bee championship. The sev-
enth-grader also made histo-
ry, becoming the first North 
Canaan Elementary School 
student to achieve the title 
in the 21 years of the regional 
competition.

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping the 
original wording intact as pos-
sible.
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yourself with like-minded 
students makes for a suc-
cessful high school career. 
A self-starter, she has always 
strived for good grades. “I 
put pressure on myself. My 
parents didn’t push me.”

Meach, 18, daughter of 
Jennifer and Robert Meach of 
Canaan, agreed, saying, “All 
the people and teachers here 
helped a lot. You find people 
and settle in. You get out of it 
what you put into it.” 

Both serve on the school’s 
Class Council and are mem-
bers of Next Women. Sadeh is 
part of The Lakeville Journal 
high school journalism pro-
gram that produces HVRHS 
Today, the newspaper that 
is created by the students 
with staff from The Lakev-
ille Journal, and a member 
of the Housatonic Musical 
Theater Society, which is 
putting on “Guys and Dolls” 
this week. Meach, an animal 
lover, works at H.H.H. Ca-
nine Lodge & Ranch in East 

Canaan.   
Sadeh said her favorite 

courses at Housatonic were 
history and humanities, but 
while she has not declared 
any major when she begins 
at Tufts University in the fall, 
she is leaning toward science. 
For Meach, language and 
composition, environmen-
tal science and AP literature 
were among her favorite 
classes. She plans to study 
political science at New York 
University. 

“2016 sparked me,” she 
said. “I stay up on current 
events. People in my family 
have differing views. There 
are multiple opinions in our 
conversations.”

Teachers such as Letitia 
Garcia Tripp, Damon Oso-
ra and Lori Bucco stood out 
and the pair also noted that 
American history with Peter 
Vermilyea was memorable.

They said they look for-
ward to moving on with both 
trepidation and excitement. 

she said.
To stretch her limited 

budget, she regularly visits 
the local food pantry and 
carefully limits spending to 
essentials. Her daughter pays 
for her cell phone as part of 
a family plan.

Lynn’s experience reflects 
a broader reality across the 
region.

In the Northwest Hills 
Planning Region, which in-
cludes the Region One towns 
of Salisbury, Sharon, Kent, 
Cornwall, Falls Village and 
North Canaan, about 36% 
of households fell below the 
ALICE threshold in 2023, ac-
cording to United Way data.

Statewide, about 40% of 
Connecticut households fell 
below the ALICE threshold, 
including 11% living in pov-
erty and another 29% classi-
fied as ALICE.

In the Northwest Hills 
region, roughly one in four 
households — about 13,000 
families — fall into the AL-
ICE category, meaning they 
are above the poverty line but 
struggle to cover everyday 
expenses.

Rising housing costs have 
been a major factor driving 
the region’s affordability 
challenges. Median home 
prices in several Northwest 
Corner towns range from 
$700,000 to $1 million, fu-
eled in part by second-home 
buyers and limited housing 
supply.

At the same time, rental 
options remain scarce, and 
rents have risen with prop-
erty values, with monthly 
rentals reaching into the 
thousands of dollars.

Federal poverty statistics 
often fail to capture that re-
ality.

The federal poverty line 
is about $15,000 for a single 
person, yet a single adult 
earning between $15,000 and 
$38,000 a year in northwest 
Connecticut falls below the 
ALICE budget threshold.

For a family of four, the 
federal poverty line is about 
$30,000, yet households 

earning between $30,000 
and $116,000 in the region 
can still fall short of cover-
ing the region’s basic cost of 
living, according to ALICE 
measures.

A quiet lifeline 
in Lakeville

Across the Northwest 
Corner, residents facing fi-
nancial strain often rely on 
support networks to make 
ends meet.

One of those lifelines is 
The Corner Food Pantry, 
located in a modest white 
building behind St. Mary 
Church in Lakeville.

The church leases the 
building to the pantry for 
a nominal $1 per year, said 
Holly Kempner, co-president 
of the nonprofit with Aman-
da Halle.

“We couldn’t run the pan-
try without their help.”

Support also comes from 
local businesses, volunteers 
and community partners. La-
Bonne’s Market in Salisbury 
helps supply fresh produce, 
and a massive container filled 
with dozens of eggs recent-
ly came from the nonprofit 
Tenmile Farm Foundation in 
Dover Plains, N.Y.

Referrals are also submit-
ted electronically from local 

social service agencies, in-
cluding from the town of 
Sharon, as well as Project 
SAGE, which is a nonprof-
it domestic violence agency 
serving Northwest Connecti-
cut and nearby communities 
in New York and Massachu-
setts, Kempner explained.

Hardship is often hidden, 
Kempner said.

“It’s hard to know who is 
struggling and who isn’t. It’s 
not as obvious as in the city 
where you have a lot of hard-
core stuff going on.”

On a recent Saturday 
morning, cars filled the 
church parking lot across 
Wells Hill Road and stretched 
up the driveway leading to 
the pantry a half hour before 
opening.

The vehicles reflected 
the income disparity in the 
Northwest Corner — luxury 
SUVs alongside aging sedans 
and well-worn jalopies.

Volunteers worked with 
practiced efficiency, unload-
ing produce and filling gro-
cery bags.

Among the volunteers 
was Jo Loi, 85, a retired edu-
cator who taught in Cornwall 
for three decades.

“This is really important,” 
Loi said as she unpacked fro-

zen chicken and pork chops. 
“This is something I can re-
ally do at age 85.”

Working at the pantry 
has also made her reflect on 
how quickly circumstances 
can change.

“I was thinking, what 
would my husband and I do 
if we lost our home? Where 
would we go? We could no 
longer afford to live here.”

Loi worries that rising 
costs are gradually pushing 
longtime residents out.

“When people can’t afford 
to stay, you lose the fabric of 
the community,” she said. 
“You’re losing institutional 
memory.”

The social toll
Beyond financial strain, 

some residents say there is 
also a growing sense of iso-
lation.

Lynn said the community 
she once knew has changed 
as longtime residents move 
away.

“I’ve lived here my whole 
life, and I don’t know anyone 
anymore,” she said. “You feel 
invisible.”

That sentiment was 
echoed by Sharon resident 
Linda Swenson, whose finan-
cial and social challenges be-
came more apparent after the 
recent death of her husband.

Swenson was raised in 
Indiana before relocating to 
New York. She and her late 

husband, both graphic de-
signers, eventually moved to 
Sharon to open a studio.

“One of the things I love 
about this area is that people 
accept others as you are and 
are very respectful of each 
other,” she said.

Still, she said social con-
nections can be harder to 
maintain after becoming 
single.

“Couples have all kinds 
of options, but for a single 
woman, it can be difficult to 
feel connected.”

Swenson believes rural 
Northwest Corner towns 
could do more to help res-
idents living alone build 
stronger social ties.

“That’s something this 
community can really work 
on,” she said.

Impacts on families  
and children

Lisa Ferris, executive 
director of the United Way 
of Northwest Connecticut, 
said the organization focuses 
heavily on supporting AL-
ICE households.

“Many are working two 
or three jobs to cover basic 
living expenses and still have 
a hard time putting food on 
the table,” she said.

Ferris also worries that 
changes to federal SNAP reg-
ulations could make it harder 
for some residents to receive 
food assistance.

“People may have to 
prove they have a part-time 
job or show volunteer hours 
to qualify for benefits,” she 
said. “But we’re here to give 
them a leg up. We don’t want 
them to fall into poverty or 
homelessness.”

Health providers working 
with children say financial 
pressures on low-income 
families are also showing up 
in schools.

Rebecca Malone, a prima-

ry care provider with Com-
munity Health & Wellness 
Center in North Canaan, 
serves students through 
school-based health centers 
in the Region One School 
District, including Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School.

“Hunger is an across-the-
board challenge for families 
in the Northwest Corner,” 
Malone said.

Food insecurity often re-
mains hidden, she noted.

“People may have neigh-
bors forced to choose be-
tween paying for health 
insurance, or filling their 
refrigerators, or paying rent,” 
Malone said.

Often, multiple families 
are living under one roof to 
make ends meet.

Limited budgets fre-
quently push families toward 
cheaper foods with little nu-
tritional value.

“Many kids are eating 
empty calories — junk food 
that lacks nutrition,” Malone 
said. “It’s not through a lack 
of caring. Parents are trying 
to feed an entire family with 
a very limited amount of 
money.”

In response, a food closet 
has been set up at the high 
school where hungry stu-
dents can help themselves 
to healthy food and snacks.

Seasonal employment can 
make the situation worse.

“A lot of families work in 
seasonal jobs, landscaping 
and outdoor work,” Malone 
said. “Those jobs shut down 
for winter and people get laid 
off,” creating financial stress 
that can spill into the home.

“We can’t expect excel-
lence from children until 
we fill their needs,” she said. 
“Without a safe and secure 
shelter, and food, nothing 
else matters.”

PHOTO BY DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Jocelyn Ayer, Jo Loi and Erica Cohn, volunteers at 
The Corner Food Pantry in Lakeville, bag groceries 
and other items as a steady stream of patrons pick up 
their weekly supplies. 
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structure — an elevated, nar-
row rail — and deposited the 
balls.

Using an arm extend-
ing from the side, the robot 
pushed the balls along the rail 
and back to the floor.

Satisfied with the maneu-
ver, Sellery turned to a lap-
top, explaining that he was 
fine-tuning the code that 
allows the robot to function 
autonomously.

Sellery said each team has 
four members. The drills last 
a couple of minutes, and team 
members have specific tasks — 
such as calling out directions 

to the person controlling the 
robot about where it should 
go next.

The Eastern Pennsylvania 
Regionals Sellery had been 
preparing for were held last 
weekend. Sellery said the 
competition “is the last stop 
before the international com-
petition.” 

Sellery also detailed the 
inner workings of the ro-
bot. He had an array of bat-
teries charged and ready to 
go, each lasting about four 
minutes of nonstop use. 
“There are eight motors in 
the robot, so the batteries go 

pretty fast,”he said.
The robot also includes 

two pneumatic devices that 
require air pressure. Sellery 
used a small, handheld air 
compressor to charge them 
to 100 pounds per square inch 
(psi).

Sellery said judges closely 
monitor the pressure. Going 
over the 100 psi limit results 
in disqualification.

Sellery has been interested 
in robotics since participat-
ing in a Salisbury Recreation 
LEGO robotics event at Town 
Hall in 2015.

He said the competition gets 

hectic, and that’s fine with him. 
“The most stressful moments 
I enjoy the most.”

Sellery reported Sunday 
evening, March 15, that the 
team’s performance at the re-
gional competition was “not 
amazing.”

“We ran into some me-
chanical problems” and placed 
40th overall.

But there was some good 
news.

“We also got an interview 
from a major YouTube chan-
nel,” FUN Robotics, and the 
team found out they received 
a judges award after they left.

of five to six students plan 
each issue, pitching story 
ideas and reporting the ar-
ticles independently.

Nathan Miller, managing 
editor of The Millerton News 
and program lead, said the 
recognition is shared with 
the students.

“The program’s success 
would not be possible with-
out the amazing students 
who worked for the past 
year to create HVRHS To-
day,” Miller said.

Zukerman said she was 
grateful to see her work 
recognized. “I’m honored 
that this piece was recog-
nized,” Zukerman said. “It 
documents not only a his-
toric commemoration, but 
a deeply personal reckoning. 
For me, remembrance is not 
passive. In this time of rising 
authoritarianism and multi-
ple ongoing genocides, I feel 

an unyielding responsibility 
to remember and to speak.”

The annual NENPA 
awards recognize excellence 
and innovation among news-

papers and media organiza-
tions across New England, 
honoring work in reporting, 
audience development and 
community service.

The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News are pub-
lished by LJMN Media, Inc., 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization.

PHOTO BY MELISSA FERRICK

Left to right, Christian Murray, Executive Editor; Nathan Miller, Managing Ed-
itor of The Millerton News; Natalia Zukerman, Arts & Lifestyle Editor; Thomas 
K. Carley, Chief Operating Officer; and James H. Clark, CEO/Publisher receive 
awards at the New England Newspaper and Press Association spring conference 
in Portsmouth, NH.
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Robin Wall Kimmerer urges gratitude, 
reciprocity in talk at Cary Institute

Regional 7 students bring 
‘The Addams Family’ to the stage

Melissa 
Gamwell’s 
handmade 
touch

‘Quilts of 
Many Colors’ 
opens at 
Hunt Library

NATURE

THEATERART

By Aly Morrissey

Robin Wall Kimmerer, the 
bestselling author of “Braiding 
Sweetgrass” and a member of 
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, 
urged a sold-out audience at the 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem 
Studies on Friday, March 13, to 
rethink humanity’s relationship 
with the natural world through 
gratitude, reciprocity and re-
sponsibility. 

Introduced by Cary Insti-
tute President Joshua Gins-
berg, Kimmerer opened the 
evening by greeting the audi-
ence in Potawatomi, the native 
language of her ancestors, and 
grounding the talk in a practice 
of gratitude. 

“Gratitude is the doorway to 
reciprocity,” Kimmerer said. 

Kimmerer, also a mother, 
botanist and professor, said that 
Indigenous wisdom does not 
have to be at odds with Western 
science, but rather it can help 
humans reframe the way they 
understand the Earth. 

She also re� ected on the 
personal journey that led to 
her lifelong commitment to 
promoting a lens of Indigenous 
wisdom in Western science. As 
a young woman entering the 
� eld of botany — then largely 
dominated by men — she said 
her path in academia was not 
always welcoming as a female 
Native scientist. 

“It has been a lifelong jour-
ney,” she said. “I was born a 
botanist.” 

Throughout the lecture, 
Kimmerer described how In-
digenous ecological knowledge 
— rooted in observation, expe-
rience and ethical responsibili-
ty — can complement scienti� c 
inquiry and help solve today’s 

By D.H. Callahan

In an age of automation, Melissa 
Gamwell is keeping the human 
hand alive. 
The Cornwall, Connecticut-based 

calligrapher is practicing an art form 
that’s been under attack by machines for 
nearly 400 years, and people are notic-
ing. For proof, look no further than the 
line leading to her candle-lit table at the 
Stissing House Craft Feast each win-
ter. In her � rst year there, she scribed 
around 1,200 gift tags, cards, and hand 
drawn ornaments. 

Each piece makes a gift, a note or 
even a Christmas tree seem more per-
sonal, more considered, and more con-
nected to humanity. Since then, demand 

By Robin Roraback

In honor of National Quilt Day, a 
tradition established in 1991, Hunt 
Library’s second annual quilt show, 
“Quilts of Many Colors,” will open 
Saturday, March 21, with a reception 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The quilts, made by 
members of the Hunt Library Quil-
ters, will be displayed through April 17. 
All quilts will be for sale, and a portion 
of each sale goes to the library.

At the center of the exhibit is a 
quilt the Hunt Library Quilters col-
laborated on called the “Quilt of Many 
Colors,” inspired by Dolly Parton’s 
song”Coat of Many Colors.” Each 
member of the Hunt Library Quilters 
made two to four 10-inch squares for 
the twin-size quilt, with Gail Allyn 
embroidering “The Green Man” for 
the center square. The Green Man, 
a symbol of rebirth, is also a symbol 
of the library, seen carved in stone 

environmental crises. 
She pointed to global data 

showing that about 80 percent 
of the planet’s remaining biodi-
versity is found on lands stew-
arded by Indigenous peoples, 
many of whom remain under 
threat from continued coloni-
zation and development.  

A central theme of the eve-
ning was the concept of the 
“Honorable Harvest,” a code 
of practical ethics that governs 
what humans take from the 
natural world. Its principles 
include never taking the � rst 
one, always asking permission, 
taking only what is needed, min-

imizing harm and giving some-
thing back. 

“Science is a great way to lis-
ten for the answer,” Kimmerer 
said, referring to the practice of 
asking permission of the natural 
world and paying attention to 
ecological limits. 

By the end of the talk, Kim-
merer turned to the question 
she said she hears most often: 
“What can I do?” 

Her answer included a call 
to reciprocity and action. She 
urged audience members to con-
sider their own “human gifts” 
and how those gifts might be 
used in service of the Earth. CONTINUED ON PAGE B2

CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

CONTINUED ON PAGE B2
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Robin Wall Kimmerer inspired the audience with her grassroots initiative “Plant, 
Baby, Plant,” encouraging restoration, native planting and care for ecosystems.
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For example, Kimmerer said she 
uses her own gift of storytelling 
to distill complex information 
and inspire people to think dif-
ferently about the living world. 

“The Earth asks us to 
change,” she said. 

Kimmerer left the audience 
with a call to action through 
her latest initiative. In contrast 
to the slogan “drill, baby, drill,” 
she said she has helped launch 
“plant, baby, plant,” a grassroots 
initiative that encourages peo-
ple to support the living world 
through restoration, native 
planting and care for ecosys-
tems. 

our
community

PHOTO BY KEVIN GREENBERG

Melissa Gamwell, hand lettering 
with precision and care.

By Natalia Zukerman

Nearly 50 students from 
across the region are helping 
bring the delightfully macabre 
world of “The Addams Family” 
to life in Northwestern Regional 
School District No. 7’s upcom-
ing production. The student 
cast and crew, representing 
the towns of Barkhamsted, 
Colebrook, New Hartford and 
Norfolk, will stage the musical 
March 27 and 28 at 7 p.m., with 
a 2 p.m. matinee on March 29 
in the school’s auditorium in 
Winsted.

Based on the iconic charac-
ters created by Charles Addams, 
the musical follows Wednes-
day Addams, who shocks her 
famously eccentric family by 
falling in love with a perfectly 
“normal” young man. When 
his parents come to dinner at 
the Addams’ mansion, two very 
di� erent families collide, leading 
to an evening of secrets, surpris-
es and unexpected revelations 
about love and belonging.

For director Ann DeCerbo, 
the show’s mix of humor, spec-
tacle and heart made it an ideal 
choice for a high school produc-
tion.

“It’s funny and a little spooky, 
but underneath that it’s really 
about family, acceptance and 
learning to embrace what makes 
us unique,” she said.

The large cast and crew also 
made the musical a good � t for 
the school’s thriving theater 
program.

“What’s impressed me most 
is the level of commitment,” De-
Cerbo said. “These students are 
balancing school, sports, work, 
family, lessons, driver’s ed. The 
list goes on and on. But they 
show up ready to work and to 
support each other.”

Senior Gustavo Zurita stars 
as Gomez Addams opposite Ivy 
Wallace as Morticia. The cast 
also includes Kaileigh Grant as 
Wednesday and Domonic Salz as 
her love interest Lucas Beineke, 

along with Maribelle Roach as 
Uncle Fester, Violet Swanson as 
Alice Beineke, Levi Swanson as 
Mal Beineke, Krystal Janak as 
Grandma Addams, Lorelai De-
Cerbo as Pugsley Addams and 
Juan Pablo Urbina Labarrere 
as Lurch.

Behind the scenes, students 
are also responsible for set con-
struction, lighting, sound, cos-
tumes and stage management, 

INSIDE
SPORTS
Salisbury ski jumping team 
competes in Lake Placid

OUR TOWNS
Suzan Scott on 
wonder and seeing

B1B1

Compass

WHDD AM 1020 
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent, 
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village, 

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line 
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day 

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, March 19, 2026, Thursday, March 19, 2026

Salisbury ski jumping team 



PHOTO BY D.H. CALLAHAN

Detail of  “Specimen 42” by 
Catherine Latson at KBFA
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... Melissa Gamwell
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Melissa Gamwell, crafting custom Valentine’s 
Day cards in her office in Cornwall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

for her personalized, hand-let-
tered tags, ornaments and cards 
has only grown, appearing in 
mailboxes across the region and 
at shops like the Cornwall Whale 
and Marton & Davis in Chatham, 
New York. Her precision is re-
markable, and to watch her cre-
ate these one-of-a-kind pieces is 
an art all unto itself.

In recent months, we’ve seen 
a deluge of stories on digital 
replacement. Data managers, 
bankers and even therapists 
are being replaced by computer 
programs in mass waves of lay-
offs. But what many still find sur-
prising about the proliferation 
of nonhuman competitors in the 
job market is how it’s affecting 
the arts. Illustrators, animators, 
photographers, musicians and 
even on-screen actors are being 
supplanted by bots touted as “ar-
tificial intelligence agents.” 

But calligraphy — and hand-
writing in general — has been 
in the crosshairs of mechanical 
progress for centuries. There 
was a time, if you can believe it, 
when writing anything required 
ink, paper and sometimes even 
a living, breathing human scribe. 
No typewriters, no word proces-
sors, no voice-to-text programs. 

Then came Gutenberg’s print-
ing press. Sure, it changed the 
world for the better, ensuring a 
greater distribution of ideas, and 
helping spark some of the most 
important political movements 
in history. But it also marked one 
of the first moments when tech-
nology replaced the artistic work 
of the human hand. Over the cen-
turies, printers, designers and 
technologists have continued to 
innovate. Today, with Photoshop 
or Illustrator, an entire universe 

of alphabets exists, from ornate 
and embellished to precise and 
futuristic — all designed to re-
place the human hand.

Yet, despite this centu-
ries-long assault from tech-
nology, Gamwell has found 
her own way to thrive. Largely 
self-taught, she combines her 
drawing and industrial design 
background with an old-school 
New England childhood in 

Maine that involved “very tan-
gible, hands-on, creative prob-
lem-solving using many mate-
rials.” Raised by “parents who 
loved antiquarian books, often 
filled with hand-written ded-
ications,” hers was the kind of 
upbringing in which “tradition-
al practices were cherished and 
flaunted” — a time and place 
with “hand-painted lettering 
on churches, street signage, the 
stones in beautiful churchyard 
cemeteries, and log books.”

Those early impressions have 
stayed with her, heightening her 
appreciation of sometimes over-
looked details. 

“There’s so much ephemera 
floating around with traces of 
beautiful handwriting to see 
everywhere, even now in Con-

necticut,” she said.
Even in a digital age, she 

keeps technology at a distance. 
“You will not find ChatGPT 

on my phone, and you will usu-
ally not find my phone on me,” 
she said. Instead, she opts for 
a notebook, a scrap of paper or 
the back of a receipt. Sometimes, 
she goes even further, gathering 
black walnuts from trees on her 
property to make the specialized 
ink for her practice.

Gamwell’s approach to 
her craft is also philosophical. 
“There is no better feeling than 
working through something 
with your own brain and your 
own hands, even if you find it less 
exemplary than you would hope. 
And it only uses the water you’re 
already consuming. Do you need 
to convey an idea? Draw it, how-
ever horrific or childish. Write it, 
even if you never learned proper 
grammar — because you’ve al-
ways had programs do it,” she 
said.

 “Sometimes I think that ev-
erything I like is ‘historic’ but it’s 
really that I just find more value 
in the traditional methods, which 
are still alive and well, and des-
perately in need of stewards for 
the future.”

After nearly 400 years of 
pressure, it’s encouraging to 
see handwriting — an art form 
that once seemed destined for 
obsolescence — still thriving, 
one careful stroke at a time. 
And thanks to Gamwell, perhaps 
there’s a new generation of ob-
servers, collectors and future 
calligraphers ready to carry it 
forward.

D.H. Callahan is a voice actor, 
creative director and trail stew-
ard. He lives with his wife, artist 
Lane Arthur, in West Cornwall, 
Connecticut. 

New in at  
Kenise 
Barnes  
Fine Art

ART
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The cast of “The Addams Family” from Northwest Regional School District No. 7 with Principal Kelly 
Carroll from Ann Antolini Elementary School in New Hartford at Botelle Elementary in Norfolk.

By D.H. Callahan

Since 2018, Kenise Barnes Fine Art in 
Kent has been displaying an impressive 
rotation of works across a range of art-
ists and mediums. On Saturday, March 
14, art enthusiasts arrived to see a new 
exhibition at the gallery featuring a wide 
variety of new pieces.

Large-scale paintings by David Col-
lins and Melanie Parke alongside small 
3-by-3 inch oil-on-panel works by Sally 
Maca. 

An intricate woodcut print by Eve 
Stockton and the organized chaos of 
Margaret Neill’s abstract drawings 
dazzled the eye. But much of the show’s 
distinctive texture came from its sculp-
tural works. 

Catherine Latson’s wire structures, 
tightly wrapped in hand-dyed threads, 
bring to mind pastel- hued sea anemo-
nes and become more impressive upon 
closer inspection. Translucent, hanging 
cast-resin vampire bats by Tristan Fitch 
blend into the ceiling until viewed up 
close, when they become an inescapable 
presence. 

An intriguing sculpture by Julie Mar-
en features acorn caps affixed to the wall, 
filled with vibrant, shimmering colors. 

Paintings and a sculpture crafted 
from reclaimed wood by Maine-based 
artist Matt Barter demonstrated the 
range of mediums represented by a 
single artist.

While some of the works are already 
spoken for, all are on view through late 
April.

For more information, visit kbfa.com

There is no better 
feeling than working 
through something 
with your own brain 
and your own hands

MELISSA GAMWELL
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HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068

860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

amanda pascali
sat mar 21 at 8pm

met opera live in hd
tristan und isolde

sun mar 22 at 12pm

better than ezra
fri mar 27 at 7:30pm

parsons dance
sat apr 4 at 1pm & 7pm

This Saturday!

SUNDAY!

SATURDAY!

14 & 20 Castle St, Great Barrington, MA • 413-528-0100 • mahaiwe.org

Movies, Opera, Drama & more!

REMINDERS OF HIM

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 03/20 > THU 03/26 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net
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PROJECT HAIL MARY

HOPPERS

Saturday 3/21 @ 12PM
Met Live: Wagner’s

TRISTAN 
UND ISOLDE
Thursday 3/26 @ 7PM

THE 
SHEPHERD 
& THE BEAR

FREE TO MEMBERS
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... ‘The Addams Family’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

essential elements in creating 
the Addams family’s famously 
eerie home.

“We started by really em-
bracing the color palette for the 
show,” said DeCerbo. “Black and 
white with very purposeful pops 
of color. This is the biggest set 
we’ve had on the NWR7 stage 
in as long as I can remember.”

While the story is packed 
with humor and gothic charm, 
DeCerbo said its message res-

onates strongly with teenagers.
“High school can be a time 

when people feel pressure to fit 
in and meet external expecta-
tions,” she said. “This show does 
a great job of showcasing how 
much we all have in common 
while also celebrating individ-
uality.”

That spirit, she added, is part 
of what makes theater such an 
important space for students.

“One of the things I appreci-

ate most about theater is that 
it offers a really welcoming en-
vironment where students feel 
comfortable being exactly who 
they are,” she said.

Ultimately, DeCerbo hopes 
audiences come ready to laugh 
and leave with a reminder that 
every family has its quirks.

“First and foremost, I hope 
they have fun,” she said. “But 
beyond that, I hope audiences 
leave with a reminder that fam-

ilies and communities don’t have 
to look the same to work. There’s 
a lot of joy in celebrating what 
makes people unique.”



... quilts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

PHOTO BY ROBIN RORABACK

Garth Kobel, Art Wall Chair, Mary Randolph, 
Frank Halden, Ruth Giumarro, Project 
Chair, Maria Bulson, Barbara Lobdell, 
Sherry Newman, Elizabeth Frey-Thomas, 
Donna Heinz around “The Green Man.” 
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at the library’s entrance. 
One hundred percent of 
the sale of this quilt ben-
efits the library.

Ruth Giumarro, who 
led the Hunt Library Quil-
ters in this project, ex-
plained that the quilting 
group started last year 
with the theme “Playing 
With Art,” which was in-
spired by children’s book 
illustrator Eric Carle. Gi-
umarro said, “We had so 
much fun last year that 
everyone said, ‘Let’s do 
it again!’”

“This has been excit-
ing,” said Giumarro. “We 
started off small with sev-
en people. This year more 
people came, and there 
are more who want to 
come.” The range of expe-
rience varies from none 

to years of sewing and 
quilting. All are welcome; 
be a resident of Falls Vil-
lage is not required.

“It’s all practice,” ex-
plained Giumarro, who 
has been sewing since 
she was in seventh grade. 
“Getting a straight line is 
hardest.”

On March 6, the quil-
ters gathered at Hunt Li-
brary to bring their own 
creations for the show 
and admire the finished 
“Quilt of Many Colors.” 
After looking at each 
other’s quilts and pric-
ing them, they celebrated 
with cake.

The Hunt Library is 
located at 63 Main St. 
in Falls Village. More in-
formation is available at 
huntlibrary.org

Trailblazing divorce attorney Harriet 
Newman Cohen to speak at Norfolk Library

Harlem Line Band concert to benefit  
Jane Lloyd Fund

BOOKS

MUSIC

PHOTO PROVIDED

Harriet Newman Cohen

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Ram Miles and Donna Lloyd Stoetzner.

By Jennifer Almquist

Harriet Newman Cohen 
weathered many storms in 
her five-decade-long journey 
to become one of the nation’s 
most celebrated divorce at-
torneys. Voted one of the 
top 100 attorneys in New 
York for many years, Co-
hen served as president of 
the New York Women’s Bar 
Association and has been a 
champion of divorce reform. 
She and her co-author, jour-
nalist David Feinberg, will 
give a book talk about her 
memoir, “Passion and Pow-
er: A Life in Three Worlds,” 
at the Norfolk Library on 
Sunday, March 22 at 2 p.m. 

What began as a personal 
record of her life, intended 
for her family, grew into a 
memoir that journalist Carl 
Bernstein describes in his 
endorsement as “wise and 
riveting.” Born in 1932 in 
Providence, Rhode Island, 
to parents who immigrated 
in 1920 from Ukraine and 
Poland, Cohen traces the 
arc of her life and the chal-
lenges she faced entering 
a legal profession that was 
overwhelmingly male at the 
time, leading to her success 
as a maverick divorce at-
torney fighting for women’s 

 by Aly Morrissey

Donna Lloyd Stoetzner 
and Ram Miles have been 
friends since kindergarten. 
With decades of shared 
memories stretching from 
grade school through high 
school, the two have spent a 
lifetime in each other’s orbit. 
Today, they both work at In-
dian Mountain School, just 
a short distance from where 
they grew up.

On Saturday, March 28, 
Miles and his band, The Har-
lem Line Band, will perform 
their seventh semi-annual 
concert at the White Hart 
Inn in support of the Jane 
Lloyd Fund, a grassroots or-
ganization that helps local 
families facing cancer-relat-
ed financial hardship. The 
night promises live music, 
dancing and friends gather-
ing for a cause deeply per-
sonal to Stoetzner.

Miles and Stoetzner grew 
up attending the same local 
schools. Their families knew 
one another, and music was 
always in the background.

“We’ve known each other 
since kindergarten,” Miles 
said. “I knew the whole 
Lloyd clan.”

In high school in the late 
1970s, Miles was already 
playing rock and roll in lo-
cal bands, performing at 
house parties across the tri-
state region. “We’d show up 
and there’d be 100 kids at 
a house party,” he recalled. 
“Once the homeowner came 
out with a shotgun and ev-
erybody ran for the cars. 
The drums were rolling 
down the hill.”

Stoetzner remembers 
those days well, especially 
the dancing. Her sister, Jane 
Lloyd, whose memory now 
inspires the fund, was a reg-
ular at Miles’ shows. “Jane 
was always up for some-
thing — moonlight walks up 
the mountain, skating on a 
pond, music festivals. She 
loved it all,” Stoetzner said.

When Jane was diag-
nosed with breast cancer 
at 34, the community ral-
lied around her. One of the 

first fundraisers was held 
at the White Hart Inn, with 
Miles’ band performing for 
a packed crowd. More than 
300 people attended, raising 
roughly $6,000 to help cov-
er Jane’s medical bills. After 
her death, the community’s 
support inspired Stoetzner 
and others to create the Jane 
Lloyd Fund, formally estab-
lished in 2006.

Since then, the organiza-
tion has quietly helped hun-
dreds of local families, pro-
viding financial assistance 
for medical bills, utilities, gas 
and other basic needs during 
treatment. Stoetzner esti-
mates the fund has distrib-
uted more than $1.3 million 
in grants. “It’s bittersweet,” 
she said. “It’s so gratifying 
that we have it — but you 
wish people didn’t need it.” 
Applications are submitted 
anonymously through social 
workers and reviewed by a 
volunteer advisory board.

That same spirit keeps 
the Harlem Line Band 
concerts going. The band 
formed 16 years ago when 
Miles assembled a group 

of Indian Mountain School 
parents for a school auction 
and stuck together long af-
ter their children graduated. 

“Every one of the band 
members has been touched 
by cancer in some way,” 
Stoetzner said. “They could 
be making big money play-
ing somewhere else, but they 
do this for us for free.”

For Miles, the night is 
more than music. “It’s like 
a reunion,” he said. “Every-
one’s there because they 
want to be — to dance, listen 
to great music and support 
a great cause.” 

During the set, the band 
always performs “Sweet 
Jane,” a tribute that brings 
the crowd together on the 
dance floor.

The event will take place 
Saturday, March 28, at the 
White Hart Inn in Salisbury. 
Music begins at 8 p.m., with 
$20 donations accepted at 
the door benefiting the Jane 
Lloyd Fund.

“It’s just a beautiful 
night,” Stoetzner said. 
“Great music, great people, 
and a lot of love in the room.”
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At Meadow Ridge, you can enjoy distinctive features like our stunning three-
story atrium, spacious, elegantly appointed apartment homes, gourmet cuisine, 

enriching programs and a vibrant community set on 136 scenic acres.

With the added confidence of Lifecare and more predictable costs for future 
care, Meadow Ridge offers a fresh perspective on retirement living.

Experience the height 
of senior living.

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care
Sub-Acute Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing 

100 Redding Road | Redding, CT 06896
Managed by Benchmark Senior Living

Schedule your visit.
203-904-2621  |  LifeAtMeadowRidge.com

“The atrium is a beautiful spot to read, enjoy the plants and 
socialize—there’s nearly a party here almost every week.”

— Resident Doug D.
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rights and equity in the law. 
She received her Juris Doc-
tor, cum laude, from Brook-
lyn Law School in 1974, one 
year after Roe v. Wade was 
decided. She is a founding 
partner of Cohen Stine Ka-
poor LLP in New York City, 
a family and matrimonial law 
firm she formed in 2021, at 

age 88, with her daughter 
Martha Cohen Stine and 
Ankit Kapoor.

Cohen writes fearlessly, 
with a good dose of wry hu-
mor, about her own strug-
gles balancing marriage 
and divorce, raising four 
daughters, entering Brook-
lyn Law School in 1971 at age 

38, and her ensuing legal ca-
reer. According to Bernstein, 
“Passion and Power” is as 
much about the reshaping 
of American cultural norms 
as it is about one remarkable 
woman’s role at the forefront 
of legal and social transfor-
mation.

Cohen’s work in the legal 
profession has been pivot-
al to social change. A 2021 
HBO documentary, “Nucle-
ar Family,” directed by Ry 
Russo-Young, chronicles the 
landmark custody struggle 
of Russo-Young’s parents, a 
queer couple who hired Co-
hen as their lawyer. 

Cohen is an honest story-
teller, unflinching in admit-
ting her mistakes and rightly 

CONTINUED ON PAGE B4

Advertise in Compass
Advertising in Compass reaches readers on both 

sides of the state line — effectively. Call 860-435-9873 
or email advertising@lakevillejournal.com today!



	 MARCH 19
Policy Potluck: Why 

Are Tick-Transmitted 
Infections Spreading?
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
James Shepherd explores 
how land use, invasive plants 
and biodiversity loss are fuel-
ing Lyme disease and other 
zoonoses, and shares habitat 
strategies to reduce risk. 6 
to 7:30 p.m. Free. Ages 16+. 
Registration required at act.
audubon.org.

16th Annual Empty Bowls 
Event
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
837 Charles St., Torrington, 
Conn.
5 to 7 p.m.

Cost: Meal only: $10; Meal 
with bowl: $20

Empty Bowls is an interna-
tional grassroots initiative fo-
cused on addressing food inse-
curity. The Community Kitch-
en of Torrington is having its 
16th Annual Empty Bowls 
event to raise awareness and 
support to combat hunger in 
our greater Litchfield Com-
munity. All proceeds benefit 
the Community Kitchen of 
Torrington. For any ques-
tions, please contact Marilyn 
at (860) 482-0356.

	 MARCH 20
Poetry Workshop with Sally 

Van Doren
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
Write poetry from 2 to 4 p.m. 
in an immersive workshop of 
writing, reading and listen-
ing led by Sally Van Doren. 
Inspiring poems and guided 
prompts help unlock imagina-
tion and generate new work. 
No previous experience re-
quired. Registration required 
at scovillelibrary.org.

Lasagna Dinner
Falls Village Fire Department, 
188 Route 7 S, Falls Village, 
Conn.
Support LHK Schools 8th 
grade trip to Washington DC. 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. $15 per adult, 
$10 per children aged 5-10. 
Children under 4 are free. 
Meat or veggie options. Salad, 
bread and dessert included.

Laura Zarougian and Little 
Tree Band
The Stissing Center, 2950 
Church St., Pine Plains, N.Y.
Laura Zarougian and the 
Little Tree Band present an 
evening of folk and Amer-
icana, woven with stories 
from Zarougian’s songwriting 
life and her experience as an 

Armenian cowgirl in the Hud-
son Valley. 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
at thestissingcenter.org

	 MARCH 21
Artist Talk: Alan Prazniak 

and Kati Gegenheimer
Geary Gallery, 14 Main St., 
Salisbury, Conn.
Artist Alan Prazniak will dis-
cuss his solo exhibition “Earth 
Tones” in conversation with 
artist Kati Gegenheimer at 
4 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served. RSVP encouraged 
info@geary.nyc

Quilts of Many Colors
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Celebrate National Quilt Day 
with a reception and exhibit 
featuring more than a doz-
en quilts by local makers, 
including a community quilt 
inspired by Dolly Parton’s 
“Coat of Many Colors.” Meet 
the artists; quilts available 
for purchase to benefit the 
library. Reception 5–7 p.m.; 
exhibit on view through April 
17 during library hours. Free. 
860-824-7424 or huntlibrary.
org/art-wall.

AMERICA250: Get to Work 
— Telling Your Story 
Workshop
American Mural Project, 90 
Whiting St., Winsted, Conn.
As part of its AMERICA250 
initiative, American Mural 
Project hosts a daylong per-
sonal storytelling workshop 
led by master storyteller 
Terry Wolfisch Cole, explor-
ing stories of work and labor 
through writing, feedback, 
and practice performance. 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Registration 
required; fee includes work-
shop and museum admission. 
Details at americanmural-
project.org/america-250.

	 MARCH 22
Learn How to Make Ricotta

Tri Corner FEED Market, 56 S. 
Center St., Millerton, N.Y.
Join Peter Berely from 1 to 2 
p.m. to learn more about how 
to make fresh ricotta and how 
it can be transformed into a 
delicious dish — ricotta gn-
occhi! RSVP in store or email 
blake@tricornerfeed.org

Darrah Carr Dance
Stissing Center for Arts & 
Culture, 2950 Church St., 
Pine Plains, N.Y.
Championship Irish step 
dancers of Darrah Carr 
Dance take the stage with 
live fiddle and accordion for 
a high-energy celebration of 
traditional and contemporary 

hero’s journey, and the sym-
bolism within the 78-card 
deck. Participants will pull 
cards together; no experience 
necessary. A selection of tar-
ot decks will be available for 
purchase. 6 p.m.

	 MARCH 27
Author Russell Shorto at 

the Salisbury Forum
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, 246 Warren 
Turnpike Rd., Falls Village, 
Conn.
Historian and author Russell 
Shorto joins award-winning 
local educators Peter Vermi-
lyea and Rhonan Mokriski 
for a conversation on history 
and the American Revolution. 
Free. Registration required at 
salisburyforum.org. 7:30 p.m.
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Tri-Corner Calendar

Rebecca Serle (right) and 
novelist Jessica Anya Blau 
shared laughs and literary 
secrets during a lively 
conversation about Serle’s 
new novel “Once and 
Again” at the The White 
Hart Inn in Salisbury on 
Wednesday, March 11. 
Serle is the bestselling 
author of “In Five Years,” 
“One Italian Summer” 
and several other novels 
beloved for their emotional 
twists and reflections on 
fate and second chances. 
The talk was part of the 
White Hart Speaker Series 
presented with Oblong 
Books and the Scoville 
Memorial Library.

Items appear as space permits.  
Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com.
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Irish dance. Audience volun-
teers may join the fun. 3 p.m. 
Tickets at thestissingcenter.
org

Introduction to Natural 
Dyes at Shop BES
BES, 50 Main St., Millerton, 
N.Y.
11 a.m.

Dye cotton handkerchiefs 
and napkins using logwood 
chips, osage sawdust, ground 
madder root and cochineal 
to create a range of yellows, 
pinks, oranges and purples. 
Pre-registration required at 
www.shop-bes.com/classes

	 MARCH 25
Death Cafe

Tri Corner FEED Market 56 S. 
Center St., Millerton, N.Y.
6 p.m.

Join a volunteer-led Death 
Cafe at 6 p.m. for an open, 
peer-to-peer conversation 
about death over tea, coffee 
and cake. This is a discussion 
group — not grief counsel-
ing or therapy — with no set 
agenda, themes or objectives. 
Limited to 20 participants; 
cake provided by Mudgetown 
Chocolate. Advance registra-
tion required at eventbrite.
com.

	 MARCH 26
Russell Shorto in 

Conversation with 
Rhonan Mokriski
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.
Historian and author Russell 
Shorto joins Troutbeck Sym-
posium co-founder and edu-
cator Rhonan Mokriski for a 
conversation on narrative his-
tory and how storytelling can 
transform the way students 
learn about the past. Draw-
ing on Shorto’s “Revolution 
Song” and other works, the 
discussion explores how his-
tory comes alive through the 
lives of real people. Free with 
RSVP. 5 to 6 p.m.

Tarot for Beginners
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Sonya Reeve leads an intro-
duction to tarot, exploring the 
major and minor arcana, the 
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Inclined to do
 4. Sketches
 10. Book of Chronicles 

(abbr.)
 11. Atomic #58
 12. Dorm o�  cial
 14. Small Eurasian deer
 15. Southern 

constellation
 16. Workers’ groups
 18. Former
 22. Excellent
 23. Romance language 

related to Spanish
 24. Reference
 26. Equally
 27. Dirty towels
 28. A cargo (abbr.)
 30. Ammunition
 31. You get one in 

summer
 34. Slang for trucks with 

trailers
 36. Swiss river
 37. Exchange rate
 39. British School
 40. College teacher
 41. Foreign Service
 42. Horse gear
 48. Cost to � y
 50. A salt or ester of boric 

acid
 51. Mocking
 52. One who bird-

watches
 53. Concluding passage
 54. A major division of 

geological time
 55. Sodium
 56. A way to produce
 58. Soak
 59. Laughed loudly and 

harshly
 60. A�  rmative

CLUES DOWN
 1. Moth species 

phalonidia __
 2. Quantum of energy
 3. Break the law
 4. Location of White 

House
 5. O�  cial cancellation of 

a decision
 6. Where rockers work
 7. Cut of beef: __ mignon
 8. Nocturnal burrowing 

reptile

 9. Atomic #62
 12. Genus of evergreen 

subshrubs
 13. Flowering plant of the 

legume family
 17. Inches per minute 

(abbr.)
 19. Tropical fruit
 20. Hot � uid beneath the 

earth’s crust
 21. James __, painter
 25. Popular dessert
 29. Payment (abbr.)
 31. Cuisine style
 32. Genus of true � ies
 33. City in western France
 35. Arrogance
 38. One holding a position 

of command
 41. Weekday
 43. An evening party

March 12 Solution

March 12 Solution

Sudoku

 44. Print errors
 45. Not good
 46. Egyptian Sun god
 47. East German town
 49. Olfactory property
 56. Atomic #37
 57. “Pollock” actor Harris

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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Last week’s WotW

H O R S E

R E A D Y

T R E A T

A F T E R

W A T E R

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.

Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.
Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 

Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

1. Quivered projectile for a bow

2. Glide on ice

3. Low-cost; frugal

4. A jouster’s spear

5. Take steps in the right direction

... Cohen
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3

proud of her accomplish-
ments. Her story ranges 
from tales of her father’s 
fortune made producing 
the Hula-Hoop to her 
memory of schoolmate 
Kiki Bader — Ruth Bad-
er Ginsburg — as a cheer-
leader waving pom-poms 
in Brooklyn. She also 
writes of her deep love 
of family, the stultifying 
suburban life of her first 
marriage, mentorship by 
legal icon Louis Nizer and 
riding the wave of social 
revolution that buoyed her 

career.
Norfolk author Gil-

lian Linden writes of her 
step-grandmother, “Har-
riet Newman Cohen is a 
funny, edifying guide — 
precise, curious, warm. 
Entirely unsentimental. 
Marriage and its many 
paths is rich territory. 
This book is filled with the 
strange, glamorous, des-
perate and sadistic char-
acters you hope to meet 
in the very best novels.”

For details, visit norfolk-
library.org
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given 
that there will be a caucus 
of all enrolled Republican 
electors of  the Town 
of Cornwall Bridge on 
March 26 at 7:00pm at 
The Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St, Cornwall, CT to 
select delegates for various 
Republican conventions.

03-19-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

DAREL S. MILLER
Late of Sharon

(26-00098)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
March 3, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciaries are:
Aiden Miller
66 East Main Street
Salisbury, CT06068
Evan Miller
66 East Main Street
 Salisbury, CT 06068

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

03-19-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

THEODORE NED 
DRUMM

Late of Sharon
(26-00043)

 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
February 24, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciaries are:
Linda Ryan
c/o Janie  Loraiene 

Mcdermott,
C ar mo dy Tor rance 

Sandak Hennessey, LLP, 50 
Leavenworth St, P.O. Box 
1110, Waterbury, CT 06721

Terrence W. Ryan
c/o Janie  Loraiene 

Mcdermott,
C ar mo dy Tor rance 

Sandak Hennessey, LLP, 50 
Leavenworth St, P.O. Box 
1110, Waterbury, CT 06721

 Megan M.Foley
Clerk

03-19-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

JOSEPH W. KILLMER
Late of Sharon

(26-00054)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
February 2, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:

Helen J. Killmer
173 Knibloe Hill Road
Sharon, CT 06069

 Megan M.Foley
Clerk

03-19-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ROBERT A. WEBER
Late of Salisbury

(26-00056)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
February 26, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Eric C. Weber
c/o Stephen K Gellman
Shipman & Goodwin, 

LLP
One Constitution Plaza
Hartford, CT 06103

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

03-19-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

JILL M. SCOTT
Late of Salisbury

AKA Jill Marguerite Scott
(26-00045)

The Hon. Jordan M. 
Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
February 26, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 

presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Edward E. Downey
c/o Douglas K O Connell
Howd Lavieri & Finch, 

LLP
682 Main St., Winsted, 

CT 06098
Megan M.Foley

 Clerk
03-19-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

JOHN MICHAEL 
WALSH

Late of Salisbury
AKA John M. Walsh

(26-00086)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
March 5, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Kathleen S. Walsh
c/o Laura Rose Capon,
Burnham Capon & 

Wimer, LLC, 124 Hebron 
Av e n u e ,  S u i t e  2 - C , 
Glastonbury, CT 06033

Megan M. Foley
Clerk

03-19-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ANDREA M. 
BARGABOS

Late of Canaan
AKA Andrea Bargabos

(26-00062)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
February 26, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Deryl D. Godshall
c/o Michael Peter Citrin
Drury, Patz & Citrtin, 

LLP
7 Church Street, P.O. 

Box 101
Canaan, CT 06018

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

03-19-26

TAX COLLECTOR
TOWN OF

SALISBURY CT
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to Sec. 12-145 
of the Connecticut State 
Statutes, the taxpayers of the 
Town of Salisbury are hereby 
notified that the fourth 
installment on the Grand 
List of October 1, 2024 is 
due and payable on April 
1, 2026. Payments must 
be received or postmarked 
by May 1, 2026. If said 
Real Estate and Personal 
Property taxes are not paid 
on or before May 1, 2026, 

interest at the rate of one and 
one half percent (18% per 
year) will be added for each 
month or a fraction thereof 
which elapses from the time 
when such tax becomes due 
and payable until the same 
is paid. Minimum interest 
charge is $2.00.

Pursuant to Section 12-
173 of the Connecticut 
State Statutes, unpaid Real 
Estate tax on the Grand List 
of October 1, 2024 will be 
LIENED on JUNE 3, 2026. 
Payment must be received by 
12:00 p.m. on June 3, 2026 
to avoid a Lien. Tax Office is 
open Monday, Wednesday 
9am-4pm, Friday 9am-3pm. 
Closed 12:30 pm-1:30 pm.

Taxes can be paid by mail 
addressed to: Tax Collector, 
P.O. Box 338, 27 Main Street, 
Salisbury,

 CT 06068. There is a 
drop box in the vestibule 
of the Town Hall which is 
available during normal 
Town Hall hours as well as a 
24-hour drop slot at the rear 
of the building adjacent to 
the parking area. The Town 
is urging taxpayers to mail 
checks or use the option 
of paying by credit card 
or E-Check. Please see the 
Town website salisburyct.us 
for additional information. 
Dated at Town of Salisbury, 
CT this 6th day of March 
2026.

Jean F. Bell, CCMC
 Tax Collector

Salisbury CT 06068
03-19-26
04-02-26
04-23-26
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Suzan Scott on 
wonder and seeing

By L. Tomaino

FALLS VILLAGE — Paint-
er Suzan Scott’s comparison 
of words to colors explained 
the visual language she has 
developed over many years. 
“I love the thesaurus.” When 
she chooses a color, it is like 
finding a word in the thesau-
rus. And to her “words have 
color, and tone, and weight. 
Finding the right word, is like 
finding the right color.”

Attendees at her talk 
looked with interest through a 
notebook she passed around, 
a kind of catalog of color, two 
or three rectangles on each 
page which she painted in sol-
id, subtle tones using gouache. 
This was one of her books of 
visual syntax, demonstrating 
how sets of colors come to-
gether into an image the way 
words do in a sentence. “My 
language is line and color 
and shape. They are my voice 
made visible.”

How has she built her visu-
al language?  She remembers 
her delight when, as a child 
she finally was given“ a pad, a 
book of blank paper!” “All of 
this is very personal to me.” “I 
paint wonder. It’s really a land-
scape, but I paint wonder.”

“There is so much more 
here than what we can see, if 
I can step back, maybe not try 
to name things but just expe-

rience them.”
She will often start a can-

vas in orange, her color for 
the earth under the grass. Her 
process becomes a meditation 
“about layers under the hill, 
layers of time, life lived there”, 
by “digging holes into hills 
with color.” And about clouds, 
trees, the seasons, weather, 
and the night sky. She has 
created a series of paintings 
on each. When she arranged 
in sequence 365 paintings she 
had done one year, she saw the 
sweep of color of the sky and 
earth over time.

She spoke of the artist Sol 
Lewitt with whom she had 
contact while organizing 
slides as Assistant to the Cu-
rator of the LeWitt Collection 
in Chester, Connecticut. She 
described him as a gentle, ap-
proachable man whose work 
with sequences, minimalism, 
and conceptual art deepened 
her realization of what can 
be represented in her work, 
“simplifying to get the essence 
of a thing.”

“Wonders are there — we 
just have to look. Each one of 
us has a specific view. Individ-
ual vision is a gift.”

Her show at Hunt Library, 
in Falls Village, This Beau-
tiful Place, ended on March 
13. Her website is www.suzan 
scott.com. Hunt Library: 
www.huntlibrary.org 

PHOTO BY L. TOMAINO

Suzan Scott discusses color, words, wonder and seeing 
at the Hunt Library on March 12.  

Many Region One students can 
access school health care if enrolled

By Patrick L. Sullivan

Community Health and 
Wellness (CHWC), based in 
Torrington, operates three 
school-based health cen-
ters (SBHC) in Region One 
schools, giving students 
access to medical health 
services during the school 
day. However, medical staff 
cannot treat students unless 
their families enroll them in 
the program.

Becca Malone,  a nurse  
with the program, urged 
parents during an online 
discussion Wednesday, 
March 11, to sign their chil-
dren up. She emphasized 
that participation in the 
SBHC program does not re-
place a child’s pediatrician. 
“It’s just another layer of sup-
port.”

CHWC currently operates 
centers at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School, North 
Canaan Elementary School 
and Sharon Center School. 
Both medical and behavioral 
health services are available 
at the high school and North 

Canaan. Sharon currently of-
fers behavioral health only.

There are 276 children 
enrolled in Region One.

Malone said she believes 
the school-based model is 
especially effective “because 
I get to see the students in 
their natural habitat.”

When families enroll, 
anything from routine health 
procedures to emergencies 
can be dealt with promptly 
at school. 

Malone said this takes 
pressure off parents, who 
otherwise have to miss work 
in order to get their children 
to and from medical appoint-
ments that often involve a 
lengthy drive. A prompt re-
sponse can also preclude an 
expensive visit to the emer-
gency room at a hospital.

The in-school staff can 
also coordinate quickly with 
the school nurse, administra-
tors and teachers.

Raneem El-Ayoub, a li-
censed clinical social worker, 
spoke about how the school-
based team can respond to 
signs that a student is experi-

encing a behavioral problem.
“Are they withdrawn, flat 

and sad? Or are they acting 
out, being verbally or physi-
cally aggressive?”

With behavioral health, 
parents tend to react when 
“something big” happens.

The in-school team can 
act before the problem gets 
to that point.

Malone said in the last 
couple of years she has seen 
more eating disorder cases at 
HVRHS than in 15 years at 
an outpatient facility.

Catching it early is criti-
cal. “By the time the parents 
bring the child to the pedi-
atrician they’re really sick. 
With school-based health 
my kids are able to be hon-
est about it so much earlier 
in the disease process.”

One young woman was in 
trouble with an eating disor-
der. Malone was able to get 
the student to open up about 
it, and set up a schedule for a 
twice-weekly check-in.

After six months of that, 
the frequency changed to 
once a week, and then once 

every other week. The child 
completed an intensive out-
patient course of treatment 
as well.

All of this was done in co-
ordination with the parents, 
the child’s primary physician, 
and the high school staff.

“If we hadn’t caught it, 
it would have been much 
worse.”

Malone offered another 
case, that of a young wom-
an who got hit on the head 
playing volleyball.

She said she saw the child 
an hour later for what was 
“an obvious concussion.”

“The whole thing hap-
pened quickly and collabora-
tively,” with the parents, pe-
diatrician and school nurse 
all involved.

And for follow-up, the 
pediatrician, who was going 
on vacation, asked Malone 
and her team to provide the 
follow-up.

“We are able to assess a 
situation and create a safety 
plan. The child is seen and 
heard. And we can do it all 
in a couple of hours.”

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — “Woo 
Hoo! You’re Doing Great!” 
was the theme when mem-
bers of the community came 
to Salisbury Central School 
for Read Aloud Day Friday, 
March 6. 

The phrase is also the ti-
tle of Sandra Boynton’s 2024 
children’s book. Boynton, a 
bestselling children’s book 
author, led a school assembly 
in the afternoon.

Boynton also provided 
swag: t-shirts, bookmarks 
and stickers. The “Woo Hoo! 
Go SCS!” logo on the shirts 
was also on a banner hanging 

outside the middle school.
Janet Neary, a Salisbury 

resident, started off telling 
her group about Boynton’s 
early career making greeting 
cards with funny slogans like 
“Hippo Birdie Two Ewe.”

Peter Becket kidded 
around with his students be-
fore settling in with the book. 

The event was scheduled 
for March 3 but was snowed 
out, so not all of the readers 
listed were able to make it. 
The readers were: Neary, 
Becket, David Valcin, Alex 
Harney, Lauren Brown, Lee 
Sohl, Kyla DeRisi, Elyse Har-
ney Morris, Deb Orlup, Rita 
Delgado, and Lou Bucceri.

Read Aloud Day comes to Salisbury Central

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Peter Becket reads at Salisbury Central School Friday, 
March 6.
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician
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Sharon thrift shop 
begins move to 
new location

By Ruth Epstein

SHARON — The Bargain 
Barn is on the move. 

The popular thrift shop 
has been housed in a build-
ing off Low Road for de-
cades. The property was 
purchased by Low Road 
Foundation, which has 
plans to raze the structures. 
The Bargain Barn will be 
moving to a site now under 
construction just north of 
the shopping center owned 
by Brian Murtagh. But until 
those premises are complete, 
the operation will be housed 
temporarily at the American 
Legion Hall Post 126 behind 
the Sharon Volunteer Fire 
Department’s firehouse on 
West Main Street. 

The origins of the opera-
tion go back to when it was 
the Nightingale Shop run by 
auxiliary volunteers out of 
the Sharon Historical Soci-
ety building. Eventually it 
became the Bargain Box and 
Barn and when it was about 
to close 10 years ago, Mar-
shall Miles and Jill Goodman 
of Tri-State Public Commu-
nications took it over.

Offering a wide variety 

of items, including clothing, 
shoes, jewelry, housewares, 
DVDs and books at reason-
able prices, the Bargain Barn 
provides an important re-
source for people. “It’s a new 
cool thing to be thrifty,” said 
manager Heidi Haskell, and 
the barn fits that bill. “The 
prices are right and there’s 
something for everyone. We 
see people furnishing their 
first house, kids going off to 
college or mothers outfitting 
their children.”

But it’s more than just a 
shop. Haskell said, calling it 
“a cool community place.” 
Regulars come to check out 
the inventory as well as meet 
up with friends. 

Plans called for opening at 
the American Legion Hall on 
March 17, with hours Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Donations 
of two bags or two boxes will 
be accepted from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. She said the selec-
tion may be smaller while in 
the temporary spot because 
of the smaller space. “I want 
to give a big thanks to all 
those who helped us move, 
and for everyone’s patience 
and support,” said Haskell. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Heidi Whitney moves bins of items into the Bargain 
Barn temporary headquarters at the Sharon American 
Legion Post 126.

Kent P&Z approves scaled-back 
High Watch changes, Lane Street 
housing conversion

By Alec Linden

KENT — The Kent Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion resolved two long-pend-
ing applications at its regular 
meeting Thursday, March 12 
— approving a scaled-back 
request from High Watch 
Recovery Center to amend 
its special permit and grant-
ing approval for a housing 
conversion on Lane Street.

After months of delib-
erations and heated public 
hearings, the commission 
approved just two changes to 
High Watch Recovery Cen-
ter’s 2019 special permit, far 
fewer than the seven modifi-
cations the treatment facility 
initially requested.

P&Z Chair Karen Ca-
sey said Thursday evening 
that High Watch emailed 
the town in late February 
withdrawing two proposed 
changes — the controversial 
installation of a new lecture 
hall and a condition that 
would have allowed the fa-
cility to accept patients after 
hours.

Other previously with-
drawn elements of the orig-
inal application included 
an expansion of two beds 
in the detox center, a pro-
posal to allow the facility to 
admit patients who are in 

custody or court-mandated 
to treatment, and a request 
to remove a condition lim-
iting use of the facility’s PA 
system.

Two changes were ul-
timately approved unani-
mously by the commission. 

First, the commission 
added a note acknowledging 
that while the facility is ex-
pected to notify authorities if 
a patient leaves unexpected-
ly, federal privacy laws may 
prevent it from doing so in 
some cases.

Second, the commission 
removed a requirement that 
the center sign a contract 
with a private emergency 
response company for situ-
ations that do not require a 
911 call.

The Kent Volunteer Fire 
Department has said it does 
not expect the facility to 
place an undue burden on 
its ambulance service. The 
commission also reserved 
the right to reimpose the 
private emergency response 
requirement in the future if 
needed.

“Those are the two 
things,” Casey said after out-
lining what remained of the 
application. “Very simple, 
very straightforward — no 
big deal, in my opinion.”

High Watch, a substance 

use disorder treatment fa-
cility on Carter Road, ap-
proached the commission 
last fall seeking to modify 
several conditions attached 
to its special permit. CEO 
Andrew Roberts argued the 
requirements were unnec-
essary, cumbersome or in 
some cases conflicted with 
the law.

The proposal drew push-
back from neighbors. A small 
group of residents spoke out 
at public hearings, on the 
town’s Facebook page and 
in circulated fliers, arguing 
the changes would represent 
an expansion of an already 
disruptive institution.

Throughout the hearing 
process, Roberts said he be-
lieved the organization had 
been misrepresented by 
members of the public. In a 
February letter, he claimed 
that High Watch had been 
treated unfairly by the com-
mission. 

Lane Street housing 
conversion approved
A decades-old zoning 

issue that had prevented 
John and Diane Degnan 
from converting an old in-
dustrial building on their 
property into their primary 
residence was also resolved 
at the March 12 Planning 
and Zoning Commission 

meeting.
An application initially 

presented to the commission 
late last year was simplified 
through the joint efforts 
of Jay Klein, attorney for 
the Degnans, and Michael 
Ziska, the commission’s at-
torney. The two identified a 
zoning regulation that allows 
one nonconforming use of 
a property to be changed to 
another nonconforming use, 
as long as the change is not 
detrimental to the neighbor-
hood.

“The regulation is tailor 
made for this situation,” 
Klein said Thursday evening. 
“We think this is a move in 
the right direction — it’s 
something that is endorsed 
by the community.”

During several rounds 
of public hearings on the 
proposal, neighbors voiced 
strong support for the Deg-
nans’ plan, saying they pre-
ferred to see the building 
used as a residence rather 
than return to commercial 
use.

Over the years, the struc-
ture has housed an auto body 
shop, an aquarium store and 
a sign production facility, 
among other businesses.

The commission voted 
unanimously to approve the 
Degnans’ proposal.

Mountainside proposes 
new yoga room

By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — 
Mountainside Treatment 
Center has applied to the 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission for approval to add 
a yoga room to its activities 
center.

Dean Smith of Mountain-
side presented the proposal 
at the commission’s regular 
meeting in Town Hall on 
Monday, March 9.

The planned addition 
would measure 24 by 40 feet 
and would be set back 231 
feet from the road, Smith 

said. He added that the struc-
ture would not be located in 
wetlands. Mountainside is 
located on Route 7.

Zoning Enforcement Of-
ficer George Martin said the 
proposal has already been re-
viewed by Torrington Area 
Health and the fire marshal.

Since Mountainside oper-
ates under a special permit, 
an amendment to that permit 
is required before construc-
tion can proceed. The com-
mission scheduled a public 
hearing on the application 
for Monday, April 13, at 7 
p.m. in Town Hall.

Salisbury reviews spending plans for 2026-27
By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — The Board 
of Finance received prelim-
inary budget proposals for 
2026-27 from the Board of 
Selectmen, Salisbury Cen-
tral School and Region One 
during an online meeting 
Thursday, March 12. 

The current draft budget 
for town spending totals 
$9,618,325, an increase of 
$413,223, or 4.4%. First Se-
lectman Curtis Rand said 
there will be a third draft and 
possibly a fourth before the 
finance board’s next meeting 
Thursday, March 26.

Rand said salaries for 
unionized employees at 
Town Hall and the town ga-
rage are up 4%. Some em-
ployees are getting additional 
pay for extra work, such as 
reviewing the town’s ordi-
nances, many of which are 
outdated, and providing ad-

ditional tech support.
Rand added that the lines 

for the registrar’s office are 
up in anticipation of primary 
elections this year, as well as 
the cost of early voting.

The legal line is up “be-
cause we never know where 
that ends up,” Rand said.

Health insurance for town 
employees is down $195,200 
(18%) because the town 
switched to a state insurance 
plan.

Salisbury Central School 
(SCS) Principal Stephanie 
Magyar presented the town’s 
education budget proposal. 

The spending plan calls 
for a total of $7,236,676, 
an increase of $339,528, or 
4.92%.

Magyar said 81% of the 
increase is from existing con-
tracts with teachers and staff. 
She said there are “no new 
things” in the spending plan.

Region One Business 

Manager Sam Herrick also 
presented the current Re-
gion One budget proposal. 
He said the plan is very much 
a work in progress, with the 
regional school board’s bud-
get committee scheduled to 
meet two more times before 
the public hearing Thursday, 
April 9.

The current Region One 
budget draft is up 6.2%, or 
$1,146,478, for a total of 
$19,631,686. Herrick said 
this is the biggest increase 
he has seen in his 26 years at 
Region One.

The Region One bud-
get has three components: 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School (HVRHS), Pu-
pil Services (which includes 
special education), and the 
Regional Schools Services 
Center (aka the Central Of-
fice). 

The six Region One towns 
pay a percentage of the total 

based on how many students 
they send to HVRHS, except 
for the superintendent’s sal-
ary, which is shared equally 
by the towns.

Herrick said the biggest 
increase is in Pupil Services. 
Specifically, out of district 
placements for qualifying 
students and the transpor-
tation costs associated with 
them are up significantly. The 
Pupil Services line is current-
ly at $8,205,920, an increase 
of $683,364, or 9.08%.

Herrick’s numbers show 
Salisbury’s share of Region 
One at $4,825,659, an in-
crease of $44,566, or 1.07%. 
The SCS budget draft has 
that figure slightly lower, at 
$4,813,638 (plus $32,545, or 
0.68%).

The Board of Finance will 
meet again Thursday, March 
26 to receive final budget 
proposals and vote on send-
ing them to a public hearing.

Kent selectmen present annual spending plan
By Alec Linden

KENT — Municipal oper-
ating costs were anticipated 
to increase by nearly 6% after 
the Board of Selectmen’s first 
presentation of its budget to 
the Board of Finance.

The BOS presented its 
budget draft, which is subject 
to change as budget season 
progresses towards the town 
hearing and vote in May, to 
the BOF at its regular meet-
ing on March 11. The bottom 
line total for the next fiscal 
year was $5,309,163, mark-
ing a 5.7% increase from the 
amount budgeted for this 
year.

The two town boards 
discussed the expenditure 
draft, noting where the most 
marked increases lay.

As in other towns in the 
Northwest Corner, insurance 
costs for hiked, increasing for 
Town Hall employees under 
a state plan by close to 13% 
per person. Treasurer Barba-
ra Herbst noted that the state 
had announced that premi-
ums would not be hiked as 

for a new decontamination 
station at the New Preston 
firehouse.

BOF member Jason 
Wright voiced his support 
for acting quickly against the 
aggressive plant, but advised 
that the various commis-
sions and municipal groups 
in charge of the lake should 
figure out how to diffuse the 
costs away from Kent tax-
payers, most of whom ar-
en’t putting boats into Lake 
Waramaug.

During public comment 
at the meeting’s end, resident 
Donna Hayes felt that Kent 
residents were being treated 
unfairly by being forced to 
contribute such a sum to a 
lake many aren’t even able to 
use due to access restrictions 
and costs. She voiced her de-
sire to “get something for our 

money” in future delibera-
tions surrounding expenses 
for the lake.

The next stage in Kent’s 
budget proceedings will oc-
cur on March 25, when the 
Board of Education presents 
its drafted contribution to the 
yearly municipal budget

much as anticipated, so that 
number could end up lower.

The Selectmen’s own bud-
get line is marked at a 22% 
increase from 2025-2026. 
First Selectman Eric Epstein 
explained that the difference 
is largely due to a proposed 
new social media specialist 
position for Town Hall. The 
new part-time role, if filled, 
would add $23,400 to the 
BOS’s expenditures.

Much of the meeting was 
dedicated to discussing Lake 
Waramaug, primarily due to 
a plan to combat the invasive 
waterweed hydrilla that was 
recently formulated between 
the lake’s three governing 
towns of Washington, War-
ren and Kent. 

Kent is currently set to 
contribute 20% of the total 
staffing costs of $100,000 

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal
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Sports

Real Estate

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds
HELP WANTED

GARDENERS NEEDED FOR 
NATIVE PLANT DESIGN 
BUSINESS: March 15- De-
cember 1st. Must be physi-
cally fit and dependable. Call 
for interview 347-496-5168. 
Resume and references 
needed.

WANT TO JOIN OUR TEAM?: 
Wyantenuck Country Club is 
seeking Bartenders, Dish-
washers, Line/Prep Cooks 
and Waitstaff. Positions 
start the last week of April/
beginning of May. We offer 
a competitive pay with 
flexible shifts on weekdays 
and/or weekend daytime or 
evening shifts. Please send 
resumes to: brandon@wy-
antenuck.org, call 413-528-
0350 or stop by in person.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

HELP WANTED
THE HOTCHKISS LIBRARY 

OF SHARON: seeks a moti-
vated, tech-savvy, creative 
Community Engagement 
Coordinator to implement 
our marketing and commu-
nications strategy and assist 
with programming and 
events. Must demonstrate 
graphic design experience, 
strong technology skills, 
excellent spoken and writ-
ten communication, an 
attention to detail, and abil-
ity to prioritize. Must work 
well independently, with a 
team, and with the public. 
20-24 hours per week. Send 
cover letter, resume, and 
writing and graphic design 
samples to ghachmeister@
hotchkisslibrary.org.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

GARDENING: Spring and Fall 
Cleanup and Stone W alls. 
845-444-4492.

HECTOR PACAY LAND-
S C A P I N G  A N D  CO N -
STRUCTION LLC: Fully in-
sured. Renovation, decking, 
painting; interior exterior, 
mowing lawn, garden, stone 
wall, patio, tree work, clean 
gutters, mowing fields. 845-
636-3212.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination

REAL ESTATE
: based on race, color religion, 

sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale 
or:rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination  
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

 Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 

State Project No. 0125-0131 
Replacement of Bridge No. 00421  

Carrying Route 4 over Guinea Brook in Sharon
Wednesday, March 25, 2026, 6:30 p.m. 

Register: portal.ct.gov/DOTSharon0125-0131

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community with an opportunity to learn about the proposed 
project and allow an open discussion of any views and comments concerning the proposed improvements. 

A question and answer (Q&A) session will immediately follow the presentation.

The project involves replacing the bridge with a new structure to address the structural and 
hydraulic deficiencies of the existing bridge. The proposed work includes realigning the East 

Street to Route 4 to accommodate the new bridge and improve the intersection site lines.  

Right-of-way impacts associated with the proposed East Street realignment 
include partial takes, slope easements, and possibly other rights or construction 

easements that will be determined during subsequent design phases. 

Construction is expected to start in 2029, depending on funding, right-of-way acquisition, and 
permits. The estimated cost is $8 million, with 80% federal funds and 20% state funds.

The public can submit comments and questions during the two-week public 
comment period following the meeting. Direct your comments and questions by 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026, to DOTProject0125-0131@ct.gov, (860) 594-2020, 

or to Francisco Fadul at Francisco.Fadul@ct.gov or (860) 594-2078.  
Please reference State Project No. 0125-0131 in the email or voicemail.

 ACCESSIBILITY
Non-English language closed captioning will be available on Zoom. The recording will also be posted 

following the meeting in CTDOT’s public meeting playlist at portal.ct.gov/ctdotVPIMarchive.

For limited internet access, call (877) 853-5257 with Meeting ID 823 7732 0648. Project information can 
be mailed within one week by contacting Francisco Fadul at Francisco.Fadul@ct.gov or (860) 594-2078. 

 For hearing/speech disabilities, dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS).  
Request language assistance from CTDOT’s Language Assistance 

 at (860) 594-2109 at least five business days before meeting.

The Lakeville Journal and  
The Millerton News seek a  
Financial Assistant to assist with 
payroll, HR, processing accounts 
payable, data entry and customer 
service. Knowledge of accounting, 
QuickBooks and excel preferred. 
Must be able to work independently. 
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to  
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

Finance Associate
Full-Time

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

860-435-9873  • 64 Route 7 North, Falls Village, CT 06031
lakevillejournal.com

The Lakeville Journal, a nonprofit community 
weekly newspaper with a growing digital 

presence and orientation, seeks a dynamic, 
community-focused managing editor.

The managing editor will be primarily responsible 
for editing and writing articles to serve 
communities of Northwest Connecticut. 

Working with the executive editor, duties include 
planning news coverage, ensuring there is a balance 
of quality stories and photos, and that deadlines 
are met. The managing editor is expected to work 
collaboratively with The Millerton News managing 
editor, Arts editor, and others to ensure readers 
across the region are well-informed. 

The successful candidate will have a strong news 
background and desire to grow news coverage 
across the region. 

This position is full time with medical, dental  
and vision benefits, a 401(k) plan, generous PTO.

Send resume and inquiries to 
Executive Editor, Christian Murray
christianm@lakevillejournal.com.

Managing Editor

RENTALS 
WANTED

64 YEAR OLD SINGLE FE-
MALE SEEKING:private 
room and bath for long term 
rental. Excellent business, 
personal and landlord ref-
erences. Lauramoore1965@
gmail.com.

SPACE  
FOR RENT

THE CT APPALACHIAN 
TRAIL COMMIT TEE: is 
seeking +/-500 ft-sq of space 
to store our tools, signs, and 
equipment. Ideally located 
between Kent and Falls 
Village. trails@ct-amc.org.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FOR NATURE LOVERS: AN ECONOMICAL LAND SITE WITH NATURE BOG.  
IDEAL FOR JUST A SEASONAL SPOT (CAMPING?)  TO SEE ITS NATURE.   

OR, HOME AND ENJOY THE ‘SIGHTS’ OF NATURE. 

 4-5 acres ‘declared’ to be a BOG; balance available for building a 
nature’s outlook, or full time home. Flat where buildable. Includes 
an installed underground power hookup into the site.  Selective 
clearing involve.  Subject complying with town regulations.  New 
perc tests required.  Offered at $110,000. 

10 ACRES, rural, high setting with GREAT views, a mountain 
stream, pond site, and quiet. BROKER owned.

LAND PARCEL7+ ACRES OF LAND LAND PARCEL

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, March 19, 2026, Thursday, March 19, 2026

Salisbury ski jumping team 
competes in Lake Placid

By C.E. Tripler

The Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association’s ski 
jumping team travelled to 
Lake Placid,  NY, the week-
end of Saturday, March 8, 
in a multi-club jump com-
petition.

Ten athletes from SWSA 
joined a field of 20 other 
ski jumpers from across 
New York, New England 
and Canada. 

Competitors jumped 
in one of two heights, 
the 10-meter and 20-me-
ter jumps. Additionally, 
athletes competed in a 
cross-country ski racing 
event, in which competi-
tors skied a half-kilometer 
course at the bottom of the 
ski jumps.

Athletes completed two 

to six laps covering a dis-
tance from one to three 
kilometers in distance de-
pending on their specific 
competition group. 

Ski jumpers competed 
in their age classes with the 
youngest jumpers in the 10 
years and younger group 
jumping first. 

SWSA’s Bodhi Thomas 
of Falls Village jumped to a 
gold medal in the U10 boys 
with a distance of 26 feet. 

In the U12 division, 
Charlotte Milner of Lakev-
ille jumped to a silver med-
al with a distance of 44 feet 
for the girls. 

Wyeth Taylor of 
Somersville, Massachu-
setts and Salisbury took 
the gold medal jumping 
48 feet and Henry Sheil of 
Lakeville took the bronze 

medal with a distance of 
44 feet. 

In the open category, 
Augustus Tripler won gold 
with a jump of 51 feet on 
the large hill. 

Aerin Sheil of Lakeville 
skied to a bronze medal 
finish in the U10 girls Nor-
dic combined with a time 
of 6:15 in the 1K. Mather 
Eckert of Lakeville took 
second place for U10 boys 
with a time of 7:07. 

In the longer distance 
categories Wyeth Taylor 
grabbed silver with a time 
of 9:56 and Henry Sheil 
earned bronze with a time 

of 12:41 for the 2K distance 
U12 boys category. 

In the open category, 
Augustus Tripler finished 
in second earning his sec-
ond medal of the day. 

While conditions were 
less than ideal with the 
warm air and strong sun, 
all the jumpers seemed to 
be having fun. One of the 
younger jumpers, Oona 
Mascavage, 7, from Lakev-
ille said “It was great! I had 
a lot of distance on my 
jump” and Francesca Mc-
Loughlin was happy with 
the overall event saying “I 
had a lot of fun!” 

PHOTO BY C.E. TRIPLER

SWSA 2026 Ski Jumping Team in Lake Placid for the 
Lion’s Club Ski Jump Competition.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

The winners of the 3-on-3 championship game were, 
from left, Georgie Clayton, Anthony Foley and Peyton 
Bushnell.

3-on-3 basketball 
benefits Housy’s 
junior class

By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE — A 
miniature version of March 
Madness was held at Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School Tuesday, March 10.

Seven teams entered the 
double-elimination basket-
ball tournament to benefit 
the Class of 2027. The teams 
of three were co-ed and 
had to include at least one 
non-varsity player. 

Each squad was given a 
name of a prominent col-
lege basketball program. 
The team names were UCo-
nn, Florida, UNLV, ‘Bama, 
UCLA, Duke and Syracuse. 

Teacher Deron Bayer got 
things started. “Ready, set, 
basketball!”

The teams were afford-
ed two losses before being 

eliminated. The half-court 
games required rebounds 
to be taken behind the arc 
before beginning a new of-
fensive possession.

UNLV, including Anthony 
Labbadia, Olivia Brooks and 
Jaxon Visockis, entered the 
championship game unde-
feated. The trio knocked out 
UCLA, including Anthony 
Foley, Peyton Bushnell and 
Madeline Mechare, in the 
semifinal. 

UCLA battled back 
through the losers bracket 
for a rematch against UNLV 
in the final. 

Mechare had to leave ear-
ly, so UCLA subbed in Geor-
gie Clayton. The team pro-
ceeded to beat UNLV twice 
in a row and claim the title.

The event raised more 
than $100 for the junior class.

Hotchkiss boys win 
NEPSAC tournament

By Riley Klein

LAKEVILLE — The 
Hotchkiss School’s boys var-
sity basketball team claimed 
the 2026 New England Prep 
School Athletic Conference 
Class A title last week.

The Bearcats defeated 
Phillips Academy Andover 
66-54 in the championship 
game Sunday, March 8. The 
tournament final was played 

in Worcester, Massachusetts.
Hotchkiss entered the 

playoffs as the 5th seed in 
Class A. The boys defeated 
Milton Academy 57-54 in 
the first round Wednesday, 
March 4, and went on to de-
feat Phillips Exeter Academy 
69-52 in the semifinals Satur-
day, March 7.

The last time Hotchkiss 
won the boys Class A tour-
nament was in 2022. www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal
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FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 3/31/26

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5440

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing
Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
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OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION

CHIK’S PAINTING
“Quality work at its best”

Interior/ Exterior
Carpentry/ Remodeling
Powerwashing
Drywall & Taping
Popcorn Removal
Wallpaper Hanging & Removal

Over 40 years experience
Fully insured • Local references
Credit Cards Accepted

860-484-9127      HIC0673003

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com
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