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A roadside view of the new 8,000-square-foot animal shelter in West Cornwall. A public open 
house is scheduled for Saturday, May 9, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The Little Guild Animal Shelter nears 
completion ahead of May 9 open house

New faces 
at Lakeville 
Journal and 
Millerton 
News

LAKEVILLE —LJMN Me-
dia, publisher of The Lakev-
ille Journal and The Millerton 
News, announced a series of 
new hires and an internal staff 
change, including a newly cre-
ated audience engagement ed-
itor position. 

Madi Long, a native of 
North Canaan, joins LJMN 
in a newly created role of 
audience engagement editor, 
where she will focus on grow-
ing and engaging with local 
communities through social 
media and other platforms. A 
December 2025 graduate of 
The New School in New York 
City, Long earned a B.A. in 
screen studies with a minor in 
culture and media. She attend-
ed North Canaan Elementary 
School and Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School, where 

By Jennifer Almquist

CORNWALL — The Little 
Guild will celebrate the completion 
of its new 8,000-square-foot ani-
mal shelter at 285 Sharon-Goshen 
Turnpike in West Cornwall, with 
a public open house on Saturday, 
May 9, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The new purpose-built facili-
ty – designed by architects Silver, 
Petrucelli & Associates and built by 
Burlington Construction – replac-
es a house the organization used 
for 30 years that was not designed 
as an animal shelter. 

The new building features quar-
antine areas, noise mitigation, ded-
icated adoption and socialization 
spaces, and a large multi-purpose 
community room for clinics, train-
ing, education, volunteer programs 
and community events.

Jenny Langendoerfer, Executive 
Director of The Little Guild, said 
the new facility will “have a pro-
found impact in how we can care 
for animals and serve our commu-
nity.” She said the design incorpo-
rates years of thoughtful planning 
and research, creating a calmer, 
more supportive environment that 

reduces stress, improve health out-
comes, shortens stays and leads to 
more successful adoptions. 

The project was funded entire-
ly through private donations and 
community foundations, and the 

building will be named in honor 
of Robert R. Rosenheim.

“We are honored to carry for-
ward his legacy of love for ani-
mals,” Langendoerfer said, add-
ing that “the Robert R. Rosenheim 

Foundation has been our partner 
from day one.”

Little Guild Board President 
and Goshen resident Kelly Bozzuto 

Super Bowl champ Malcolm 
Mitchell tells students  
how he learned to read

By Patrick L. Sullivan

LAKEVILLE — Malcolm 
Mitchell was sitting pretty after 
Super Bowl LI on Feb. 5, 2017.

The wide receiver’s New En-
gland Patriots defeated the Atlanta 
Falcons 34-28 in one of the biggest 
comebacks in Super Bowl history.

Mitchell was a big part of that, 
catching five passes from quarter-
back Tom Brady in the fourth quar-
ter and converting four of them 
into first downs.

But Mitchell was battling a bad 
knee. He did not play at all in 2018 
and retired the following year. 

Off the field, he was dealing with 
something even more personal: he 
could only read at about a fourth-
grade level. How he confronted and 
overcame that obstacle became the 
focus of his remarks to students at 
Indian Mountain School in Lakev-
ille on Friday, April 17.

He told the students that he 
grew up in a poor, single-parent 
household in Valdosta, Georgia. 
Valdosta High School was named 

as the community with the richest 
sports tradition by ESPN in 2008, 
and Mitchell played for the high 
school and for the University of 
Georgia.

But it was a difficult life. Hun-
ger was a factor, he said. Mitchell 

credited his mother for setting a 
strong, positive example.

“But love can’t fix a runaway 
stomach,” Mitchell said. 

The family relied on food 
stamps, and when the food start-
ed to run out toward the end of 
the month, Mitchell and a couple 
of friends worked out a scheme to 
steal chips, candy and sodas from 
a convenience store and make their 
escape along nearby railroad tracks.

He told the students that life 
presented him with choices, and 
he didn’t always make good ones.

Neither did his friends. One of 
the boys involved in the conve-
nience store caper is dead, Mitchell 
said, and the other is in prison.

By age 17, Mitchell said he 
began drawing interest from top 
college football programs, but was 
academically ineligible.

His 11th grade social studies 
teacher worked with him after 
school to get his grades up.

“She forced me to understand 
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Malcolm Mitchell spoke  about 
the importance of reading at 
IMS April 17.
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Carlos and Yesica Gomez, with their son Xavier, stand outside 
Teo Tacos, which they hope to open by the end of the month.

New Mexican restaurant 
Teo Tacos set to open in 
North Canaan

By Christian Murray 

NORTH CANAAN — A new 
Mexican restaurant is set to open 
in North Canaan later this month, 
bringing a family-run dining op-
tion to Main Street.

Teo Tacos, owned by Carlos Go-
mez and his wife, Yesica Gomez, 

is expected to open April 30 at 85 
Main St., the former site of Berk-
shire Country Cafe near the train 
station. The restaurant will feature a 
menu of Mexican staples, including 
tacos, burritos, enchiladas, nachos 
and quesadillas, along with chips 
and salsa, and guacamole. 

The space will seat about 40 
people and will not serve alcohol. 
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POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. All 
suspects are considered inno-
cent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

Pedestrian struck on 
Route 44

On the afternoon of April 
13, Alexandra Weyerhaeuser, 
29, of Lakeville was running 
on the shoulder of Millerton 
Road near the intersection 
with Indian Mountain Road 
in Lakeville when a Ford 150 
driven by Peter Tuthill, 47, 
also of Lakeville rounded 
a curve in the southbound 
lane. In the process, Tuthill’s 
vehicle ran off the road, strik-
ing Weyerhaeuser and two 
mailboxes. Weyerhaeuser 
reported minor injuries and 
was transported to Sharon 
Hospital for evaluation.  Tut-
hill was issued an infraction 
for failure to maintain lane 
and distracted driving.

 
Covered bridge height 

bar dislodged
Just before 5 p.m. on April 

17, Tremaine Pettway Jr., 25, 

of Bridgeport tried to enter 
the West Cornwall Covered 
Bridge in a Hino L7 compa-
ny truck. While advancing, 
the top of the truck made 
contact with the height bar, 
which fell from its support. 
Pettway turned around and 
detoured via Route 7. He was 
ultimately issued an infrac-
tion for failure to obey height 
requirements.

 
Forgery, larceny arrest
At about 11:40 a.m. on 

April 19, Antonio Scott, 21, 
of Sharon was taken into 
custody on an outstanding 
warrant for two charges – 
first degree forgery and sixth 
degree larceny – relating to 
an incident on Nov. 25, 2025. 
He was processed and posted 
his $10,000 cash bond. He is 
scheduled to appear at Tor-
rington Superior Court on 
May 1. 

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Send mail to P.O. Box 
1688, Lakeville, CT 06039, 
Attn: Police Blotter, or email 
editor@lakevillejournal.com

Salisbury home prices fall, with 12-month 
median at lowest level since 2022 

By Christine Bates

SALISBURY — The 
12-month trailing median 
price for a single-family 
home in Salisbury, exclud-
ing condos, was $775,000 for 
the period ending March 31, 
2026 — significantly lower 
than for the same period a 
year earlier.

The $775,000 trailing 
median marks a 21% de-
cline from the $975,000 
median recorded for the 12 
months ending March 31, 
2025, and a 14% drop from 
$896,000 for the compara-
ble period ending March 
31, 2024. It was also the 
lowest 12-month rolling 
median recorded since Oc-
tober 2022, when it stood at 
$688,500.

Single-family home 
sales in Salisbury remained 
within a typical range on a 
12-month rolling basis. A 
total of 51 homes were sold 
in the 12 months ending 
March 31, 2026, compared 
with 48 sales in the prior 
year and 51 in the same pe-
riod ending March 31, 2024.

Over the past three years, 
annual sales have generally 
ranged between 45 and 60 
homes — although well be-
low the more than 100 sales 
recorded during the peak 
market of 2021.

Inventory of listed homes 
increased slightly over the 
past 30 days. As of April 15, 
there were 19 single-fam-
ily homes on the market. 
Of those, eight were listed 
above $1 million, while six 
were priced at or below the 
current $775,000 median.

Eight parcels of land 
— including two new list-
ings — were also on the 
market, according to MLS 
data. Meanwhile, summer 
furnished rentals are begin-
ning to hit the market, with 
seasonal asking prices rang-
ing from $6,000 to $65,000. 
There were no unfurnished 
homes available for rent

March transfers
8 Tokone Hills Road – 3 

bedroom/3 bath house built 
in 1995 on 5.26 acres sold by 

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Built in 1989 and spanning 3,775 square feet, 24 Ore Hill Road recently sold for 
$885,000 — above the trailing 12-month median of $775,000. 

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — Falls 
Village residents fanned 
out on the town’s streets to 
clean up roadside garbage 
and clear out public garden 
spaces Saturday, April 18.

Sponsored by the Recre-
ation Commission and the 
Village Gardeners, the event 
was designed to tie in with 
Earth Day, officially celebrat-
ed on Wednesday, April 22.

The garbage crew checked 
in at the Hunt Library start-
ing at 10 a.m., where Rec-
reation Commission chair 
Melissa Lopes was ready 
with garbage bags, gloves, 
sunscreen, safety vests and a 
clipboard listing town streets.

From 10 a.m. to about 
10:30 a.m., four people 

checked in, received the as-
signments and supplies, and 
took off.

While the four volunteers 
spread out to tackle roadside 
litter, another group got an 
earlier start focusing on the 
village’s public planting areas. 

The gardeners were also 
out in force in the downtown 
area, clearing out the traffic 
island at Railroad and Main 
Streets at 9:30 a.m.

First Selectman Dave 
Barger took Page Road. As 
he left, he said, “If I had a 
10-cent deposit on every nip 
bottle I found, I could get rid 
of the national deficit!”

The library had an Earth 
Day craft activity for chil-
dren, and at noon offered 
coffee and baked goods for 
the volunteers.

Candace Cuniberti Trust-
ee, Kim Cuniberti Trustee, 
Francis B Cuniberti Family 
Trust to Bear Cliff LLC for 
$1,464,100

Tokone Hills Road – 4.96 
acres sold by Candace Cu-
niberti Trustee, Kim Cu-
niberti Trustee, Francis B 
Cuniberti Family Trust to 
Bear Cliff LLC for $300,000

16 Sugar Hill Road – 4 
bedroom/2 bath home built 
in 1812 sold by Jeremy Rob-
in Dakin Estate to Lemon 
Properties LLC for $300,000

11 Deerfield Road – 2 
bedroom/2 bath home on 
1.17 acres sold by Judith 
Ann Belile Trustee, Judith 
Ann Belile Trust to Kristen 
Beth Kucha Trustee Kristen 
Beth Kucha Revocable Trust 
for $485,000

100 & 102 South Shore 
Road – 3 bedroom/4.5 
bath lakefront home on 
2.11 acres with guest house 
sold by Patrician Suarez to 
Sunset Holdings CT LLC for 
$5,300,000

24 Ore Hill Road – 4 bed-

room/1.5 bath home sold by 
Laura Wright Estate to Sam-
uel Lam for $838,000

9 Overlook Drive – 4 
bedroom/4.5 bath home 
on 5.7 acres sold by An-
drew Zobler to Sarah Hum-
phreys and Steven Benjamin 
Chesner for $2,540,000

* Town of Salisbury real 
estate transfers recorded be-
tween March 1, 2026, and 
March 31, 2026, provided by 

Salisbury Town Clerk. Trans-
fers without consideration 
are not included. Current 
market listings from Smart 
MLS and market statistic 
from InfoSparks. Note that 
recorded transfers frequently 
lag sales by a number of days. 
Compiled by Christine Bates, 
Real Estate Salesperson with 
William Pitt Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, Licensed in 
CT and NY.

Falls Village volunteers 
clean up for Earth Day

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Bill Beebe helps clean up the traffic island at Railroad 
and Main streets Saturday, April 18 as part of a com-
munity Earth Day cleanup effort.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — Taxes and 
tariffs on tea were a political 
and economic issue in the 
period leading up to the 
American Revolution and, 
as one local tea expert noted, 
they still spark controversy 
today. 

Mike Harney of Harney 
& Sons Fine Teas traced that 
history during a talk at the 
Scoville Memorial Library 
on Saturday, April 18, cover-
ing tea’s origins, production 
and its role in shaping colo-
nial resistance. 

Harney started with the 
establishment of the Brit-
ish East India Company in 
1600, when Queen Elizabeth 
I granted a group of London 
merchants and explorers a 
charter to open up trade with 
all countries east of the Cape 
of Good Hope at the south-
ernmost part of Africa and 
west of the Straits of Magel-
lan at the southernmost part 
of South America. This large 
area was known as the “East 
Indies” and the Spanish and 
Portuguese had established 
a significant trade presence 
there prior to British in-
volvement.

“The Queen set it up to 
make money,” Harney said. 

Harney said there were 
two other reasons for im-
porting tea and making it 

more widely available in 
Great Britain.

“People liked it, and it was 
better for people than gin.”

The British colonists in 
North America brought their 
tea habit with them.

Harney said the French 
and Indian War, while mili-
tarily successful for the Brit-
ish, left them with significant 
war debt.

The East India Company 
had its own financial prob-
lems at the time as well.

So Parliament enacted a 
tax on tea, a move that back-
fired when it proved hugely 
unpopular with the Ameri-
can colonists.

Harney said he has re-
cently traveled to Mozam-
bique and Kenya in search 
of new teas, in part because 
of tariffs on Chinese goods.

“So taxes were a problem 
then and now.”

He said green tea is the 
easiest to produce and that 

Harney examines tea’s history, taxes 
and tariffs at Scoville Library

A2 A2 

Regional

fine jewelers since 1975

BUYING GOLD, PLATINUM, 
DIAMONDS & ESTATE JEWELRY

413-645-3399  .  info@twmcclelland.com   
twmcclelland.com . 597 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA

With decades of experience, an excellent network, 
and the unique ability to recycle materials in-house, 

TW McClelland & Daughters is able to offer 
superior returns for fine jewelry. As gold prices soar, 

there has never been a better time to sell.

For selling appointments please reach out by phone or email.

Untitled-1   3Untitled-1   3 1/28/26   9:27 AM1/28/26   9:27 AM

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, April 23, 2026, Thursday, April 23, 2026

 
 

Check them out inside.
•

Lakeville Journal 1x2 Millerton News 1x2

Insert Listing House Ads - 4/23/26

 
 

Check them out inside.
• Ocean State Job Lot

the tea thrown into Boston 
Harbor during the Bos-
ton Tea Party in 1773 was 
almost certainly green tea 
from China. In response 
to a question, Harney said 
the British and Indian tea 

trade didn’t take off until 
the 1820s.

Following the talk, at-
tendees gathered outside to 
sample a variety of teas, and 
receive a free tin of Harney’s 
Library Blend. 

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Elyse Harney Morris provided tea samples at the Sco-
ville Memorial Library Saturday, April 18.

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal

Mike Harney of Har-
ney & Sons Fine Teas 
speaks at the Scoville 
Memorial Library Sat-
urday, April 18 about 
the beverage’s im-
portance throughout 
American history.



and operated by the state — 
and maintain it as a public-
ly controlled facility rather 
than see it privatized. 

� e NRRA was estab-
lished by the City of Tor-
rington in 2025 a� er a pro-
posed $3.25 million sale 
of the transfer station to a 
private entity raised con-
cerns among local o�  cials 
about long-term costs and 
access. � e state ultimately 
blocked the sale, preserving 
a public option while towns 
organize a regional authority 
to assume control of the site. 

At issue is who deter-
mines the cost and handling 
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Where Ideas Matter

AMERICA 
AT 250

with Special Emphasis on 
the Proposition that 

All Men are Created Equal

Akhil Reed Amar
Akhil Reed Amar, Sterling 
Professor of Law and Political 
Science at Yale University, 
will discuss the nation’s 250th 
anniversary and examine 
the founding ideal that “all 
men are created equal.” 
Complimentary copies of 
his latest book, Born Equal: 
Remaking America’s Constitution, 
1840-1920, will be available.

North Canaan to honor veterans with 
‘Hometown Heroes’ banner program

By Christian Murray

NORTH CANAAN — 
� e town is launching a 
new initiative to recognize 
local veterans, with plans to 
install commemorative ban-
ners across North Canaan as 
early as this summer.

First Selectman Jes-
se Bunce announced the 
“Hometown Heroes” pro-
gram during the Board of 
Selectmen meeting on April 
14, outlining a communi-
ty-driven e� ort to honor 
residents who have served 
in the military.

� e program will allow 
families to sponsor banners 
featuring the names and 
photographs of veterans. 
� e banners will be displayed 
on utility poles during the 
warmer months.

“I think it is going to be 
great for our downtown,” 
Bunce said. “� ey will be 
going up on the well-traveled 
roads in North Canaan.”

Bunce said the initiative 
will be funded entirely by 
participating families, not 
taxpayers, with the town 
coordinating logistics and 
working with local vendors 
to produce the banners.

He anticipates that more 
than 100 veterans could ul-
timately be represented, in-
cluding honorees dating back 

Sharon, Cornwall vote to join regional waste authority 
By Christian Murray 

Voters in Sharon and 
Cornwall unanimously ap-
proved ordinances last week 
to join the newly formed 
Northwest Resource Recov-
ery Authority (NRRA), part 
of a growing regional e� ort 
to keep control of trash dis-
posal in public hands.

� e votes add the towns 
to a coalition that includes 
Salisbury, Goshen, Tor-
rington and Norfolk. To-
gether, they are working to 
take over operations of the 
Torrington transfer station 
— which is currently owned 

of municipal waste. Under 
the proposed authority, par-
ticipating towns would col-
lectively set tipping fees and 
policies. O�  cials say that 
model o� ers more stability 
than a private system, where 
pricing and access could shi�  
based on market conditions 
and could lead to a monop-
oly.

In Sharon, First Select-
man Casey Flanagan said 
joining the NRRA sends a 
signal to state lawmakers 
that local towns want the 
transfer station to remain 
publicly owned. 

“Joining this authority 

What wild� ower enthusiasts 
can expect this spring, 
according to a naturalist

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY – Natural-
ist Margery Winters told a 
group of wild� ower enthu-
siasts what they can expect 
in the weeks ahead during 
a discussion at the Scoville 
Memorial Library on a chilly 
a� ernoon, Sunday, April 19. 

Winters, an instructor at 
the Roaring Brook Nature 
Center in Canton, said that 
despite encountering hail 
and snow on the ride from 
her home in Simsbury to 
Salisbury, now is the time to 
take advantage of the brief 
period when the sun shines, 
temperatures rise and the 
trees have not yet leafed out 
– conditions that give way to 
spring’s earliest blooms. 

� e � rst wild� ower of 
spring is the skunk cabbage, 
Winters said. This plant 
makes its own heat, even 
melting the snow around it.

“It’s true,” she continued. 
“It gets up to 62 degrees in 
there, like a little Club Med.”

� e skunk cabbage at-
tracts cadaver beetles and 

� ies, in part because of the 
chemicals it produces, and in 
part because “no self-respect-
ing bee is out yet,” Winters 
joked. 

� e beetles and � ies func-
tion as pollinators.

A� er the skunk cabbage 
blooms, Jack-in-the-Pulpit 
and the closely-related Jill-
in-the-Pulpit bloom. � ese 
plants, Winters said, attract 
fungus gnats as pollinators.

Bloodroot is also on the 
early spring wild� ower ros-
ter. Winters said the root is 
bright red, hence the name. 
Bloodroot can be used as a 
dye and is being investigated 
as a possible treatment for 
breast cancer.

Ants also � gure into the 
spring wildflower scene. 
Winters said that once pol-
linated, many spring wild-
� owers produce a substance 
called eliasome, which she 
called “a bribe to ants.”

� e elaiosome is a “fat-
ty package” that covers the 
plant’s seeds. � e ants carry 
the package back to their ant 
hills, which open into net-

works of tunnels that can go 
several feet down into the 
ground. � e fatty material is 
scraped o�  the seed for the 
dining pleasure of the ants, 
who then oblige the plant by 
burying the seed for future 
reproduction.

With the blooming of the 
trout lily, also known as the 
dog-toothed violet, the most 
commonly known pollinator 
arrives – bees.

� e miner bee only looks 
for pollen on speci� c plants, 
including the trout lily. Hon-
eybees are generalists, Win-
ters said, and bumblebees 
are specialists – better for 
pollinating for many native 
plants.

Winters stressed the im-
portance of protecting native 
plants and pollinators.

“If you don’t have the 
plant, you lose the pollina-
tor,” she said. 

Winters wrapped up her 
remarks with a gentle admo-
nition. 

“Summer doesn’t last 
long. Soon enough, it will be 
fall. So get out and enjoy it.”

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Naturalist Margery Winters talks spring wild� owers at � e Scoville Memorial 
Library on April 19.

demonstrates to the state 
that we’re serious — that we 
want to invest our e� orts into 
making this a viable public 
option,” Flanagan said.

Cornwall First Selectman 
Gordon Ridgway said the re-
gional approach gives small-
er towns a stronger voice in 
managing costs.

“We will be able to work 
with a municipal consor-
tium, so we will hopefully 
get the lowest price possible,” 
Ridgway said. “We’re not in 
it to make money — we’re in 
it to manage costs.”

Ridgway added that a re-
gional authority could also 

position towns to expand re-
cycling and waste-reduction 
programs.

“If you have a munici-
pal consortium, you have 
a better chance of getting 
state grants and building 
recycling, composting and 
waste-reduction programs,” 
he said.

� e NRRA remains in its 
early stages, and key details 
— including future fees — 
have not yet been � nalized. 

Residents in Falls Village 
and North Canaan are ex-
pected to vote next month 
on whether to join. Both 
towns’ � rst selectmen have 

expressed support.
“It gives us an opportu-

nity to stabilize tipping fees 
while maintaining local con-
trol,” said Falls Village First 
Selectman Dave Barger. “It 
also allows us to set our own 
recycling policies.”

Kent, meanwhile, will 
not be part of the NRRA. 
� e town belongs to the 
Housatonic Resources Re-
covery Authority, a separate 
regional system to the south 
of the Northwest Corner that 
o�  cials say provides a model 
for how a multi-town, pub-
licly controlled waste author-
ity can operate.

Falls Village bridge could 
remain closed for years

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — � e 
bridge on Cobble Road 
over the Hollenbeck River 
is closed for an inde� nite 
period.

First Selectman Dave 
Barger received a letter 
from the state Department 
of Transportation Wednes-
day, March 25 – one day af-
ter DOT personnel inspected 
the bridge.

“Based on the inspection 
� ndings, including section 
loss and bowing/bucking at 
several beam ends, the De-
partment of Transportation 
is recommending the Town 
of Canaan close the bridge.”

� e Cobble Road bridge 
is one of seven bridges in 
town in need of repair or 
replacement.

Barger said Saturday, 
April 18, that the bridge is 
eligible for full federal fund-

ing because the bridge is 120 
feet long or more, which is 
the primary criterion for 
federal funding. 

� e other six bridges are 
well below the 120-foot mark 
in length.

Right now, the schedule 
has the bridge reopening in 
2030, but Barger said that 
date might get moved up.

Signs and barricades were 
placed at both ends of the 
bridge on Monday, March 
30.

� e town is working with 
Cardinal Engineering on a 
plan for the other six bridges. 
� at plan, which will include 
possible grant funds, will be 

presented to the Board of 
Selectmen and Board of Fi-
nance in May.

Barger said the work is 
necessary.

“Like a lot of towns, our 
infrastructure needs atten-
tion,” he said. 

� e six bridges under 
review are: Undermountain 
Road over Ledgy Brook, 
Undermountain Road over 
Deming Brook, Barnes Road 
over Wangum Lake Brook, 
Canaan Mountain Road over 
Wangum Lake Brook, Ca-
naan Mountain Road over 
unnamed stream, and Mu-
sic Mountain Road over Flat 
Brook.
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to the nation’s founding. He 
is encouraging residents to 
contact the Board of Select-
men’s o�  ce to submit names.

Town o�  cials aim to have 
the banners installed by July 
4 as part of the nation’s 250th 
anniversary. � ey plan to 
take them down during the 
winter months and reinstall 
them each summer. 

� e program is open to 
veterans of all branches of the 
United States Armed Forc-
es, living or deceased, and is 

intended to provide families 
with a visible way to recog-
nize their loved ones’ service.

Bunce said the program 
is modeled a� er similar ef-
forts in nearby towns, includ-
ing Pine Plains in Dutchess 
County.

In addition to the banner 
program, North Canaan is 
also collecting names to 
be added to the Doughboy 
monument.

“� ese are projects we’re 
really proud of,” Bunce said.

HOMETOWN HEROES

STaNlEy J. SEgalla
UNiTEd STaTES aRMy

PHOTO PROVIDED

Stanley J. Segalla of the U.S. Army is one of several local 
veterans to be honored in North Canaan’s “Hometown 
Heroes” banner program that will go up this summer.



At Sharon Historical Society talk, 
Edith Wharton’s library comes to life

By Ruth Epstein

SHARON – The story of 
Edith Wharton’s personal 
library is nearly as compel-
ling as the plots of the books 
themselves. 

Sheila Liming, an author 
and professor of literature 
and writing at Champlain 
College in Burlington, Vt., 
explored Wharton’s rela-
tionship with books during 
a talk Saturday, April 18, at 
the Sharon Historical Soci-
ety’s annual meeting.

Liming said she became 
interested in Wharton while 
writing her doctoral thesis 
on “The Environment of 
Women Writers Engaged 
in Evolutionary Biology” at 
Carnegie Mellon University.

That research led her to 
spend five consecutive sum-
mers at Wharton’s home, 
The Mount, in nearby Le-
nox, Mass., familiarizing 
herself with – and digitiz-
ing – the collection. While 
a majority of the collection 
had book plates, there is still 
a lot to learn, she said. 

Liming divided Satur-
day’s talk into two sections: 
one she called the value of 
books to Edith Wharton and 
the other, the value of Edith 
Wharton’s books. 

Born Edith Newbold 
Jones, Wharton, who lived 
from 1863 to 1937, was the 
author of such classics as 
“Ethan Frome” and “The Age 
of Innocence.” She was the 
owner of 5,000 books upon 
her death, 2,700 of which 
survive today at The Mount. 

Wharton delighted in de-
scribing the family library of 
her childhood. Her father, a 
book lover, was a member 
of the New York Society of 
Library, which invoked re-

PHOTO BY  RUTH EPSTEIN

strictions for women, such 
as prohibiting them from 
browsing or taking out 
books. When Wharton’s fa-
ther died, his books were left 
to her brothers. 

“Books carried expecta-
tions of ownership,” Liming 
said, “so she became com-
pelled to do so. It translated 
into her lifelong ambition to 
own books.” 

Liming described Whar-
ton’s pursuit to collect lit-
erary works, saying the 
author would seek out a 
range of rare editions and 
other works. She enjoyed 
having many of them cus-
tom-bound using leather or 
silk, while others she left in 
less expensive forms.

Wharton had books 
stored in three of her houses: 
in Newport, R.I., in the Paris 
suburbs and in the south of 
France. When she died with 
no heirs, Wharton split her 
collection between two chil-
dren: Colin Clark and Wil-
liam Royal Tyler, Jr. Liming 
surmised they were chosen 
because their fathers were 
prominent in the arts and 
would care for the books. 

That wasn’t the case. 
Half of Wharton’s collec-

tion was stored in a castle in 
England, where they were 
exposed to the elements, 
such as moisture and worms, 
and deteriorated. Some were 
damaged by fire. 

The other set was placed 
in a warehouse in London 
owned by Clark. When he 
died, his brother wasn’t in-
terested in the collection 
and sold it for $80,000 to a 
man named George Rams-
den, whose only purpose for 
the purchase was to woo a 
girl, who, to his chagrin, 
married someone else. 

Ramsden tried selling the 
collection to The Mount for 
$3 million, but was reject-
ed, since an appraisal at 
that time showed its worth 
at $1.5 million. In 2006, ne-
gotiations were successful 
and the price received was 
around $3 million. 

“But Ramsden held back 
part of the library in the 
basement of his bookstore 
in England,” said Liming. 
“He died a bit later and we 
don’t know what happened 
to them.” 

Having the books at 
The Mount has been very 
successful, Liming said. It 
brings not just curious visi-
tors, but many scholars. It’s 
been said that the purchase 
of Wharton’s collection is 
the most important the site 
has made. Visitors can view 
the collection, but there are 
also many stored in the attic 
not available to the general 
public. 

Liming’s time at the 
Mount proved to be very 
interesting. She talked about 
finding intriguing items in 
the books, including notes 
penned by Wharton herself. 

“She would talk to her 
books, fight with them,” 
Liming said. 

While her collection was 
reported to be highbrow, she 
read everything. Liming 
smiled when she revealed 
Wharton was obsessed with 
the Lizzie Andrew Borden 
case – a Massachusetts 
woman charged with and 
acquitted of the axe murders 
of her father and stepmother 
– and read everything she 
could about it. 

Liming holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the College of 
Wooster and a Ph.D. from 
Carnegie Mellon University. 
She is the author of several 
books, including “What a Li-
brary Means to a Woman” 
and “Hanging Out.”

Sheila Liming gives a talk on ‘Edith Wharton and the 
Value of Books’ at Saturday’s annual meeting of the 
Sharon Historical Society.
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Legal Notice
Town of Salisbury
Board of Finance

Notice of Public Hearing 
In-person Meeting

Monday April 27, 2026, 
7:30pm

 A public hearing called 
by the Board of Finance will 
be held in-person at 7:30pm 
on Monday April 27, 2026 
at Salisbury Town Hall, 27 
Main Street, Salisbury, CT 
06068 with

the following agenda:
1. To receive public 

comment on the proposed 
Board of Education budget 
as presented.

2. To receive public 
comment on the proposed 
Board of Selectmen, town 
government budget as 
presented.

Note: Copies of the 
proposed budgets are 
available at Salisbury Town 
Clerks office.

Board of Finance meeting 
immediately following the 
Public Hearing

1. Final Budget Review; 
Discussion and possible 
vote to present the Board 
of Education and Board 
of  S e l e c t m e n ,  Tow n 
Government Budget to 
the Annual Town Budget 
meeting, which will take 
place on Wednesday, May 
13th, 2026 at 7:30pm

Kristine M. Simmons
 Town Clerk of Salisbury

04-16-26
04-23-26

Legal Notice
The Planning & Zoning 

Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury will hold a 
Public Hearing on Special 
Permit Application #2026-
0312 by owner Claudia 
Pacicco Remley for detached 
apartment on a single-

family residential lot at 
80 Rocky Lane, Salisbury, 
Map 66, Lot 28 per Section 
208 of the Salisbury Zoning 
Regulations. The hearing 
will be held on Monday, May 
4, 2026 at 6:45 PM. There 
is no physical location for 
this meeting. This meeting 
will be held virtually via 
Zoom where interested 
persons can listen to & 
speak on the matter. The 
application, agenda and 
meeting instructions will 
be listed at www.salisburyct.
us/agendas/. The application 
materials will be listed 
at www.salisburyct.us/
planning-zoning-meeting-
d o c u me nt s / .  Wr it te n 
comments may be submitted 
to the Land Use Office, 
Salisbury Town Hall, 27 
Main Street, P.O. Box 548, 
Salisbury, CT or via email 
to landuse@salisburyct.us. 
Paper copies of the agenda, 
meeting instructions, and 
application materials may be 
reviewed Monday through 
Thursday between the hours 
of 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM 
at the Land Use Office, 
Salisbury Town Hall, 27 
Main Street, Salisbury CT.

 Salisbury Planning & 
Zoning Commission

Robert Riva, Secretary
04-23-26
04-30-26

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury
Inland Wetlands 
& Watercourses 

Commission
Notice is hereby given 

that the following action 
was taken by the Inland 
Wetlands & Watercourses 
Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury, Connecticut 
on April 13, 2026:

- Application IWWC-

26-19 by Jessica Toro for 
cutting of scattered invasive 
plants in a seasonally wet 
area along Weatogue Road 
and painting stumps with 
wetland approved herbicide. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s map 
25 lot 18 and is known 
as 273 Weatogue Road, 
Salisbury, CT. The owner 
of the property is Estelina 
L Dallett.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal this decision to 
the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §22a-43(a) 
& §8-8. 

Town of Salisbury
Inland Wetlands and 

Watercourses Commission
Sally Spillane, Secretary

04-23-26

TAX COLLECTOR
TOWN OF

SALISBURY CT
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to Sec. 12-145 
of the Connecticut State 
Statutes, the taxpayers of the 
Town of Salisbury are hereby 
notified that the fourth 
installment on the Grand 
List of October 1, 2024 is 
due and payable on April 
1, 2026. Payments must 
be received or postmarked 
by May 1, 2026. If said 
Real Estate and Personal 
Property taxes are not paid 
on or before May 1, 2026, 
interest at the rate of one and 
one half percent (18% per 
year) will be added for each 
month or a fraction thereof 
which elapses from the time 
when such tax becomes due 
and payable until the same 
is paid. Minimum interest 
charge is $2.00.

Pursuant to Section 12-
173 of the Connecticut 

State Statutes, unpaid Real 
Estate tax on the Grand List 
of October 1, 2024 will be 
LIENED on JUNE 3, 2026. 
Payment must be received by 
12:00 p.m. on June 3, 2026 
to avoid a Lien. Tax Office is 
open Monday, Wednesday 
9am-4pm, Friday 9am-3pm. 
Closed 12:30 pm-1:30 pm.

Taxes can be paid by mail 
addressed to: Tax Collector, 
P.O. Box 338, 27 Main Street, 
Salisbury,

 CT 06068. There is a 
drop box in the vestibule 
of the Town Hall which is 
available during normal 
Town Hall hours as well as a 
24-hour drop slot at the rear 
of the building adjacent to 
the parking area. The Town 
is urging taxpayers to mail 
checks or use the option 
of paying by credit card 
or E-Check. Please see the 
Town website salisburyct.us 
for additional information. 
Dated at Town of Salisbury, 
CT this 6th day of March 
2026.

Jean F. Bell, CCMC
 Tax Collector

Salisbury CT 06068
03-19-26
04-02-26
04-23-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ERICA C. 
PRUD’HOMME
Late of Cornwall

(26-00125)
The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
March 24, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 

claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Alexander Prud’homme
c/o James J Flaherty
Chipman, Mazzucco 

Emerson LLC, 900 Main 
Street South, Suite 102, 
Southbury, CT 06488

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

 04-23-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

ESTATE OF LAWRENCE 
VINCENT POWER

Late of Salisbury
AKA Lawrence V. Power

(26-00138)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
March 31, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Lea Purdum Davies
c/o Linda M Patz
Drury, Patz & Citrin, LLP
7 Church Street,
P.O. Box 101
 Canaan, CT 06018

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

04-23-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

HARRY P. FINDLAY
Late of Salisbury

(26-00103)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 

Court, by decree dated 
March 10, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Louis Figliuzzi
c/o Catherine Mary 

Brennan
Catherine M Brennan
Attorney at Law LLC
34 E. Putnam Ave Ste 103
Greenwhich, CT 06830

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

04-23-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ANDREW J. PARISE
Late of New York

(26-00023)
The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
March 19, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Deborah Parise
c/o Tatiana Michelle 

Fonsec Dasilva, Cohen and 
Wolf, P.C.

1115 Broad Street , 
Bridgeport, CT 06604

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

04-23-26

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

FALLS VILLAGE — 
Residents who want to 
see how the town is fol-
lowing through on its 
long-term plans now have 
a new way to keep track.

At the Board of Select-
men meeting on April 
13, Planning and Zoning 
Commission member 
Doug Cohn introduced 
a new “POCD Work-
book” available on the 
town website. The tool is 
posted on the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
page under “Resources.”

The workbook is de-
signed to help residents 
and officials monitor 
progress on the town’s 
Plan of Conservation and 
Development, or POCD 
— a document that out-
lines Falls Village’s goals 
for growth, land use, con-
servation and infrastruc-
ture over the next decade, 
essentially a roadmap for 
how the town wants to 
develop.

The workbook takes 
the form of a spreadsheet 
that breaks down those 
goals and shows which 
town boards, commis-
sions or organizations are 
responsible for carrying 
them out. 

“It’s a work in prog-
ress,” Cohn said.

Connecticut requires 

every municipality to 
adopt and update a 
POCD every 10 years. 
Towns that fail to keep 
their plans up to date may 
become ineligible for cer-
tain state grants — typi-
cally those over $25,000 
— unless the requirement 
is waived.

Falls Village adopted 
its current POCD in 2024.

First Selectman Dave 
Barger was not at the 
April 13 meeting. Select-
man Judy Jacobs led the 
meeting in his absence.

In other business, Se-
lectman Chris Kinsella 
said the Small Town 
Economic Assistance 
Program (STEAP) grant 
committee is preparing a 
request for proposals to 
the state Department of 
Energy and Environmen-
tal Protection for a trash 
compactor at the transfer 
station.

Jacobs reported that 
the state Department 
of Transportation is re-
painting lane markings 
on Route 63 between 
Goshen and its intersec-
tion with Route 7 in Falls 
Village through Sept. 15.

Kinsella also said the 
town’s Infrastructure 
Committee met with 
Cardinal Engineering on 
April 15 to review grant 
applications for bridge 
repairs. 

Falls Village launches 
online tool to monitor 
town plan progress

Send news tips to editor@lakevillejournal.com



OBITUARIES

Celebration of Life
Jill Scott

For more obituaries, see pages A7 and A10

George H. Wheeler
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Worship Services
Week of April 26, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gates

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Pieter A. Van Why
NORFOLK —  Pieter A. 

Van Why of Norfolk, passed 
away in Greenfield, Massa-
chusetts , on 11 April 2026, at 
20:31:471 after a long illness.

Pete was born in April 
of 1943 to John B. Van Why 
and Priscilla M. Van Why, 
in Winthrop, Massachusetts, 
while his father was stationed 
on Long Island, in Boston 
Harbor, during WWII. The 
family later moved to Win-
sted, then finally to Norfolk, 

Pete grew up during a time 
of strife in the country, sand-
wiched between WWII and 
the Vietnam war. In 1964, as 
the war raged and young men 
were being drafted to fight in 
jungles far from home, Pete 
had the wisdom to enlist in 
the Air Force instead of be-
coming cannon fodder in the 
army. He would end up work-
ing his way up to being Chief 
Master Sargeant, or an E9, the 
highest level an enlisted man 
could attain. Along the way, 
he garnered such commen-
dations as the Presidential 
Unit Citation, the Republic 
of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, 
and many more. As was typ-
ical with Pete, he never once 
talked about these accom-
plishments. When I asked 
him about these, he told me, 
“I just did what I had to do.”

And he would continue to 
do just that.

After 21-1/2 years in 
the Air Force, Pete retired 
in Feb. of 1985 and moved 
back to Norfolk, where the 
family had settled in 1959. 
Pete choose to give himself 
a demarcation line between 
the military and civilian life 
by embarking on a 5-month 
long through hike of the Ap-
palachian Trail. This initial 
through hike would be the 
start of a lifelong love affair 
with long distance hiking 
and the AT in particular. It 
was during this hike when 
he got his trail name of ‘The 
Cheshire Cat.’

When Pete was forced 
by illness to give up hiking 
in 2020, he had logged over 
18,0002 miles. While many 
would consider that an in-
credible number of miles, 
he still mourned the fact he 
wasn’t able to complete the 
Pacific Crest trail nor accrue 
the staggering amounts of 
miles many of the people he 
looked up to had done, some 
topping 45,000 miles. 

We used to say we told 
him to go take a hike one day 

and he left for five months.
Throughout his life, Pete 

would remain goal oriented. 
Upon his retirement from 
the Air Force and subsequent 
hike, he enrolled in college 
for a few years He would 
accrue several degrees over 
those years of schooling, de-
grees that eventually landed 
him in his second career, this 
one with Sieman’s Measure-
ment Systems Business (later 
becoming Pratt & Whitney 
Measurement Systems) as a 
Senior Product Specialist. In 
this role, one he would hold 
for 25 years, he would travel 
the world calibrating high 
tech laser guided machines. 
Given his penchant for ac-
curacy (we used to tell him, 
‘Have a precise day!’) this role 
was right in his wheelhouse.

There’s so much more we 
could tell you about his ac-
complishments, such as pilot, 
flight instructor, world-wide 
travels, awards from the 
military and more, but that 
isn’t talking about the man. 
And he was a man that a lot 
of people didn’t understand 
at first. 

His energy level was high, 
and his mind was keen and 
active, usually running sever-
al lengths ahead of whomev-
er he may have been talking 
to. This at times led to him 
ending his side of the con-
versation first because his 
mind was already on to the 
next thing. 

He never slowed down.
But, in 2018 he would 

receive a diagnosis of Atyp-
ical Parkinson’s, a condition 
caused by exposure to haz-
ardous materials, something 
he was around for over 20 
years while in the Air Force.

In 2020, as Covid 19 stilled 
the world, Pete retired from 
Pratt & Whitney and em-
barked on his next chapter. I 
would end up spending more 
time with him from 2020 to 
2026 than I ever did in the 
previous decades. And as we 
worked together, I discovered 
the man that often moved so 
quickly most people never 
truly met him. 

As I packed boxes, I found 
writings of his that were in-
trospective and thoughtful. 
He had a skill with the written 
word that extended past his 
usual footnote laden Christ-
mas letters.3 And as I began to 
travel to Norfolk every week-
end, I found he had slowed 
down to where he could and 

Please join us in celebrating the life of Jill Scott, Saturday 
May 2, at 2:00 p.m. in the Dining Room at Noble Horizons, 
Salisbury.

would enjoy sitting and hav-
ing coffee and conversations. 
And during these 
conversations I 
found a man who 
had a quiet mod-
esty about him, 
who was loyal to 
his friends and 
family, and who 
seemed genuinely 
surprised when I 
expressed thanks to him for 
all he had done for both the 
family and in service.

To Pete, his greatest 
achievement in life wasn’t 
the accolades or the de-
grees – it was the hiking he 
had done and the friends he 
made along the way. Pete val-
ued those friendships, those 
connections deeply. The 
first 1985 through hike (he 
would go on to complete the 
Appalachian Trail three more 
times, in section hikes) would 
leave a lasting impact on him. 

He wrote about what was 
a pensive time for him as he 
hiked through ‘the longest 
spring of my life.’ As the miles 
passed beneath his feet he 
thought about what he had 
done and what he had to do 
next. This may have been the 
first time in his life where he 
had the ability to slow the 
world down and focus inter-
nally. This time spent on the 
AT would help shape the rest 
of his life.

In 2020, he left Norfolk, 
and eventually ended up in 
Greenfield, Massachusetts 
near the home of his sis-
ter and brother-in-law. The 
Parkinson’s progressed in an 
inexorable march, eventual-
ly claiming him in the end. 
Much like his trail-namesake, 
the Cheshire Cat, he slowly 
faded away until only the grin 
was left. He retained his hu-
mor to the last, still manag-
ing to smile even as he drifted 
away.

I leave you with some 
quotes from Pete’s work – he 
wrote a 17-page paper about 
the Appalachian Trail upon 
his retirement from hiking 
the AT in 2016, when the Par-
kinson’s made it impossible to 
continue. 

A few summers ago, I’d just 
completed a 400-mile multi-
ple-trail hike at the Canadian 
border, northern terminus of 
Vermont’s Long Trail. The next 
day – dreary and rainy – as 
I was road-walking through 
North Troy towards Newport 
for the bus ride home, I saw 

an old woman in an adjacent 
house watching me pass. For 

the remainder of 
the day, I couldn’t 
shake that image. I 
wondered if she had 
ever thought about 
going end-to-end 
on the Long Trail 
or thru-hiking the 
Appalachian Trail 
earlier in life and, if 

so, did she? 4

Why do this? 
How to adequately convey 

a feeling with mere words? I’ll 
make a feeble attempt. Per-
haps there’s too much ma-
terialism in our society and 
we occasionally need some 
decompression. What moti-
vates apparently sane people 
to undertake such a journey? 
Certainly, couch potatoes need 
not apply. Make no mistake, 
it’s work, hard work, but to 
many it’s one of the most 
rewarding, even intoxicat-
ing, things we’ve ever done. 
But why? During the waning 
weeks of his life Paul Fink, the 
last living founder of the ATC 
, wrote from his convalescent 
hospital “I sit in this room 
with never a hope of getting 
out, with thoughts running 
through my mind of how de-
lightful it would be to be ly-
ing by a trailside under a big 
balsam tree with no sounds 
unless it be the twittering of 
the birds and the rustle of the 
breeze in the tree branches 
above.”

Much like his closing 
quote, there’s too much to 
convey about Pete with mere 
words. He was a kind man 
who loved animals, a highly 
intelligent and funny man, a 
loyal son, brother and friend 
to many. His passing will 
leave a hole in many lives. 

It’s a life well lived when 
people mourn your absence.

Pete was predeceased by 
his parents John and Priscilla 
Van Why and his brother-in-
law Jack Petersen. He is sur-
vived and dearly missed by 
sister Karen Petersen (Jack) 
of West Hartford, Connecti-
cut, brother John Van Why 
(Denise) of Ravena, New 
York, sister Sue Anne Van 
Why of Winsted, and Sue’s 
son Jesse Van Why of Con-
necticut. He is also survived 
by and deeply missed by sis-
ter Stephanie Funk and her 
husband Edward Funk, of 
Greenfield, who were hon-

ored to be able to be with him 
throughout the final years of 
his life. Those last few years 
spent in his company will be 
cherished memories forever.

We would like to thank 
the staff at Charlene Man-
or Extended Care for their 
kindness and love toward 
Pete as his last chapter played 
out. We appreciate it, and I 
know he did as well. We 
would also like to thank both 
Compassus Hospice and Pi-
oneer Valley Hospice for the 
care they showed to him and 
us throughout these last four 
years. 

There will be no calling 
hours or a formal funeral. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations in Pieter’s 
honor be made to the Appa-
lachian Trail Conservancy. 
Info can be found at Appa-
lachiantrail.org. There will 
be a celebration of life to be 
held on August 22, 2026, at 
Norbrook Farm Brewery, 204 

Stillman Hill Rd, Colebrook, 
CT from 1:00 p.m. until eve-
ning.5

Godspeed, Pete. May the 
trails always be smooth and 
the sun shine upon you for-
ever. We love you.

1 If you ever met Pete, you would 
completely understand why this 
was written this way.

2 The number of miles hiked is 
18,715, not including ancillary 
mileage ~ Pieter A. Van Why 
/‘Thru-hiking The Appalachian 
Trail’/ v2016, /P1

3 We are going to miss those foot-
note laden Christmas letters.

4 Pieter A. Van Why /‘Thru-Hik-
ing the Appalachian Trail/ 
v2016/ P1

5 Because this wouldn’t be a prop-
er missive about Pete without 
footnotes. There will be light 
refreshments served, and of 
course plenty of beers to toast 
his memory with. They are a 
Harvest Host member for those 
who may want to camp.

NORTH CANAAN — 
George H. Wheeler, a long-
time educator and beloved 
member of the North Canaan 
community, passed away on 
April 18, 2026, age 80, from 
Parkinson’s Disease.

George was born the son 
of Ralph and Alberta Wheel-
er, and grew up on the family 
dairy farm in Temple, New 
Hampshire, where the Wheel-
er family had worked the land 
for generations. That early life 
— rooted in the rhythms of 
agriculture, animals, and hard 
work — would quietly shape 
everything that followed. 
He graduated from Wilton 
High School in 1964, where 
he played on the state cham-
pion soccer team. After high 
school, he went on to earn a 
Bachelor of Science in Animal 
Science from the University 
of New Hampshire in 1968, 
where he also participated in 
ROTC. He later earned two 
Master’s degrees, in Educa-
tion and in Animal Science, 
and in 1985 received a Cer-
tificate of Advanced Graduate 
Studies from Virginia Tech.

George began his teach-
ing career in Weare, New 
Hampshire, before joining 
the Vocational Agriculture 
Department at Housatonic 

Valley Regional High School 
(HVRHS) in Falls Village. 
From 1970 until his 
retirement, George 
left an indelible 
mark on the school, 
its students, and the 
wider community 
he served with such 
steadfast dedica-
tion. He modern-
ized and expanded 
the agricultural 
curriculum, championed the 
development of the Life Skills 
program, and introduced the 
Young Farmers program. He 
would serve as Chair of both 
the Vocational Agriculture 
Department and later as Prac-
tical Arts Chairman. He was 
President of the Faculty Asso-
ciation, and, later, a member 
of the Connecticut State Ad-
visory Board of Agriculture 
Education.

Among his most cherished 
roles at Housatonic was his 
decades-long service as fac-
ulty advisor to the local FFA 
chapter — a commitment he 
approached not merely as a 
duty but as a calling. He gave 
freely of his time outside the 
classroom, making farm visits 
and supporting FFA activities. 
For many years he oversaw 
the chapter’s beloved annual 

Christmas Tree stand, a tra-
dition that brought students 

and community to-
gether each holiday 
season. He was also 
the proud advisor 
to the state cham-
pion Parliamen-
tary Procedure 
team, and played 
a pivotal role in 
the launch of the 
school’s new voca-

tional center.
Beyond the classroom, 

George was a pillar of North 
Canaan civic life. He served 
as President of the Exchange 
Club and as a member of 
the North Canaan Wetlands 
Commission. His personal 
passions were many: he was 
a skilled skier and longtime 
instructor at Butternut Basin 
in nearby Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts, an avid golfer, 
and a deeply loyal fan of the 
UConn Women’s Basketball 
team.

But by any measure, the 
great love of George’s life was 
Catherine Quinn Wheeler 
— his wife of 58 years and 
his high school sweetheart. 
Their life together, built on 
a foundation of shared his-
tory, mutual devotion, and a 
home filled with family, was 

his greatest source of pride 
and joy.

George is survived by his 
beloved wife, Catherine, of 
North Canaan; his son Mi-
chael Wheeler and his wife 
Sheila, of Pittsfield, Massa-
chusetts, and their daugh-
ters Julia and Elizabeth; his 
son Kevin Wheeler and his 
wife Amy, of Barnard, Ver-
mont, and their son Liam 
and daughter Hannah; and 
his sister, Alice Wheeler, and 
her husband Bob Thompson, 
of Milford, New Hampshire.

He was predeceased by his 
parents, Ralph and Alberta 
Wheeler; his brother David 
Wheeler, in 1963; and his sis-
ter Sarah Wheeler, in 1978.

Calling hours will be held 
at Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home on Saturday, May 2, 
at 4–6 p.m. A celebration of 
George’s life will be held at 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School on Sunday, May 
3, at 2 p.m. and is open to the 
community.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in 
George’s name to the Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School FFA Chapter, in care 
of Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home, on 118 Main St. Ca-
naan, CT.
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War is never a good 
solution to international 
disputes, and casualties are 
always too many, but some-
times it cannot be avoided.

For 47 years, Iran has 
spread terror throughout 
the Middle East and beyond. 
Directly and through proxies 
like Hamas, Hezbollah, and 
the Houthis, it has attacked 
neighbors, killed over 1000 
American servicemen and 
civilians, and organized as-
sassination plots against U.S. 
leaders. Iran also sponsored 
Hamas’s October 7 massacre, 
in which 1,200 Israelis died 
and 250 were taken hostage.

Every American admin-
istration since 1979 has at-
tempted to neutralize Iran’s 
aggression. Every avenue 
has been explored: bribery, 
sanctions, and appeasement.

Iran responded by build-
ing offensive missiles, pur-
suing nuclear weapons, and 
funding and training terror 
proxies. When Iranian cit-
izens peacefully protested 
their resulting economic 
and political conditions, they 
were tortured and executed. 
In recent months alone, the 
regime is estimated to have 
murdered between 10,000 
and 30,000 of its own citi-
zens, with more executions 
recently announced.

After reports indicated 
Iran possessed significant 
quantities of highly enriched 
uranium and was sprinting 
toward a bomb, the U.S. 
engaged in diplomacy (ul-
timately futile) before strik-
ing nuclear development 
centers. However, Iran re-
started its program and in-
creased missile production, 
prompting further attacks 
and counterattacks, includ-
ing the Iranian closure of 
the Straits of Hormuz and a 
subsequent U.S. blockade of 
Iranian ports.

Iran’s actions also trig-
gered attacks from proxies 
like Hezbollah, which has ef-
fectively captured Lebanon. 
In violation of UN Resolu-
tion 1701, Hezbollah built 
terror infrastructure in Leb-
anon opposite Israel’s north-
ern border. Following Octo-
ber 7, they fired thousands 
of rockets into Israel from 
positions embedded within 
civilian areas, stashing weap-
ons in homes and schools, 
deliberately putting civilians 
in harm’s way. While Leba-
non’s elected government has 
recently struggled to disarm 
Hezbollah, it has failed to do 
so, and Israel has begun that 
task. Now Israeli and Leba-
nese officials are meeting to 
find a path toward achieving 
this goal together.

At its core, this conflict 
revolves around Iran’s de-
sire to dominate the region 
and hold the world hostage 
with nuclear weapons. While 
every recent U.S. president 
has stated that Iran must 
never obtain such weapons, 
no plan has yet successfully 
achieved that goal.

This conflict is the price 
the world is paying to finally 
confront the evil intentions 
of the current Iranian re-
gime. It is not pretty, and it 
is not without civilian casu-
alties, mistakes, or immense 
cost. However, it may be the 
last chance the world has to 
eradicate the threat posed 
by a regime that seeks only 
domination, death and de-
struction.

We pray for a quick and 
successful end to this con-
flict, and for the safety of the 
civilians caught in its wake.

Michael Auerbach
Alan Friedman
Nadav Goshen

Lawrence Hutzler
Thomas Morrison

Lakeville

Have you heard we are 
celebrating the 75th Annual

National Day of Prayer 
May 7, 2026?! It’s coinciding 
with America’s 250th Anni-
versary, which leaders are 
calling a “providential” con-
vergence. The 2026 Theme 
is “Glorify God among the 
Nations,

seeking Him in all gen-
erations” as our Founding 
Fathers did 250 years ago. 
Every U.S. President has 
signed a Proclamation for 
the National Day of Prayer 
which was amended in 1988 
to be held annually on the 
First Thursday in May. This 
milestone event, established 

by Congress in 1952, features 
thousands of local gatherings 
all across our Nation’s fifty 
states.  

Let’s join together to cel-
ebrate this significant event 
with our very own North-
West Corner neighbors. I’m 
excited to see many friends 
turning out to hear generous 
town leaders read a prayer 
for their respective commu-
nity roles and perhaps a few 
surprises!  Mark your calen-
dars for Thursday, May 7th 
at 6:00pm, Salisbury Town 
Hall, War Memorials. See 
you there!

Mary T. Davis
Lakeville

Confronting evil

 Happy Birthday, NDP!

A quiet moment with Secretariat,  
and a local Derby Day tradition
Long before the hats, the 

laughter and the rising 
hum of voices waiting 

for the starting horn, there 
was a quieter moment, one 
that has stayed with me far 
longer than any Kentucky 
Derby Day celebration.

It happened in the mid-
1970s, during a private family 
invitation to Claiborne Farm.

We were invited to see 
Secretariat — the legendary 
American Thoroughbred 
known, somewhat mischie-
vously, for tugging shiny 
hoop earrings from ladies’ 
ears.

Decades later, I still re-
member the anticipation, 
and then, the sudden still-
ness as the powerful stallion 
appeared.

Led from the barn by his 
handler, Secretariat stepped 
into view not with the thun-
der of hooves that defined 
his racing days, but with a 
calm, deliberate presence. Up 
close, he seemed even more 
extraordinary, his gleam-
ing chestnut coat catching 
the light, his sheer size and 
strength unmistakable.

There was a brief moment 
of instruction, and I realized I 
was the only one in our small 
group wearing hoop earrings. 
Quietly, I slipped them off, 
suddenly aware of just how 
close we were about to get.

And then, just like that, 
I was within arm’s reach of 
Big Red.

There was no crowd, no 
grandstand roar, just our 
family, the handler nearby, 
and the soft sounds of the 
farm. And yet, the weight 
of what he had been**, and 

what he still was,** felt un-
mistakable.

This was the thorough-
bred who stunned the world 
at the 1973 Belmont Stakes, 
winning by 31 lengths in a 
performance that still bor-
ders on the unbelievable.

But that afternoon, great-
ness was quiet.

It stood in the barnyard.
 It breathed.
 It watched.
And it let us come close.
That memory returns to 

me every year around the 
Kentucky Derby, especially 
now, as the Northwest Cor-
ner prepares for its own cel-
ebration.

At the Salisbury Rotary 
Club’s Kentucky Derby Social 
on May 2 at Noble Horizons, 
there will be no starting gate, 
no Churchill Downs stretch 
run. Instead, there will be 
neighbors gathered shoul-
der to shoulder, creative hats 
adorned with flowers and 
flair, a shared countdown to 
the horn, and the kind of col-
lective anticipation that, for a 
moment, makes the room feel 
trackside.

As Rotary Club President 
Bill Pond has observed, you 
might think the crowd is ac-
tually at the Derby.

But what makes it matter 
isn’t the imitation of the race.

It’s the purpose behind it.

In small towns like ours 
— from Salisbury to North 
Canaan, Sharon to Cornwall 
— tradition often takes on a 
different shape. We recreate 
big moments in ways that are 
closer, more personal, more 
rooted in community. The 
energy at Noble Horizons 
will not be about wagers or 
winners, but about some-
thing quieter and more en-
during: neighbors supporting 
neighbors.

It is, as Pond describes it, 
a circle of generosity.

Proceeds from the event 
ripple outward to local food 
banks, scholarships, back-
packs for students heading 
back to school, and orga-
nizations that quietly meet 
needs many never see. The 
celebration becomes some-
thing more than a party; it 
becomes a way of sustaining 
the fabric of the community.

And that is what brings 
me back, unexpectedly, to 
that afternoon at Claiborne 
Farm.

Because what stayed with 
me about Secretariat was not 

just the magnitude of what 
he had done, but the quiet 
dignity that followed — the 
way greatness, once achieved, 
settles into something steadi-
er, something lasting.

Not loud. Not fleeting. But 
present.

In its own way, that same 
spirit carries through Derby 
Day here in the Northwest 
Corner — the excitement, the 
laughter, the hats, the shared 
moment when the race be-
gins, and the quieter under-
standing that what we’re real-
ly celebrating is connection.

A shared experience. A 
tradition that gives back.

Secretariat once ran a race 
the world has never forgot-
ten. And a few years later, 
standing just a few feet away 
in that Kentucky barnyard, I 
learned something else about 
greatness:

Sometimes, it meets you 
in stillness.

And stays with you long 
after the race is over.

Debra Aleksinas is a free-
lance writer for The Lakeville 
Journal.

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

View this week’s full Turn-
ing Back the Pages at www.

lakevillejournal.com

125 years ago —  
April 1901

Connecticut’s onion crop 
is threatened. From time 
immemorial Southport boys 
have quit school when “setting 
out” time came, earning good 
wages on the onion farms till 
fall. “Where are all the boys?” 
Principal Tait asked on Mon-
day. “Setting out sets,”

came a chorus of answers. 
Onion farmers promptly were 
notified by the indignant prin-
cipal that school attendance 
was compulsory under the 
State law, onions or no on-
ions. “What’s this mean?” the 
wrathful onion growers asked 

the School Board. “Don’t 
mind him. He’s only been here 
a year,” said the School Board, 
who grow onions themselves. 
But Principal Tait is still de-
termined to make the boys 
return to school.

Mrs. Julia Ayres, aged 87 
years, died at her home ear-
ly Saturday morning. Mrs. 
Ayres had been a resident of 
this place for many years. Her 
husband, Whiting L. Ayres, 
was one of the iron workers 
on Mt. Riga years ago. He, 
with two sons Daniel and 
Henry, and grandson Charles 
Ball, were in the civil war. 
The deceased was the head 
of five generations of whom 
the following survive: seven 
children, 21 grandchildren, 

42 great-grandchildren and 
four great-great-grandchil-
dren. The funeral was held at 
the Congregational Church 
Monday afternoon, Rev. J.C. 
Goddard officiating.

Ground has been pur-
chased on Frink Hill, near 
Salisbury, and the buildings of 
a new school for boys will be 
put up at once. This school has 
been hitherto located at New 
Brighton, Staten Island, and 
is to move up here for next 
year. It will admit a younger 
class of boys than attend our 
school. It is understood that 
military discipline will be 
employed. The Head Master 
is Mr. Quaile, a graduate of 
Dublin University, Ireland.

A Methodist Episcopal 
Church and bank building 
will be built at once at Falls 
Village in place of those re-
cently burned.

100 years ago —  
April 1926

Auto owners will do well 
to see that garages are well 
locked at night in view of the 
recent theft of cars and tires. 
A watchful eye and a double 
barreled shotgun might make 
things interesting for the mis-
creants.

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping 
the original wording intact as 
possible.

The Lakeville Journal is investing in reporters 
and new ways to deliver trusted news in our 
communities. But we need your help.  
Please make a donation of any size now at  
lakevillejournal.com/donate

Invest With Us
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Realtor® at Large
With May on the horizon, boating 
season is approaching and it 
would be good to know the 
new regulations for owning and 
operating a boat in Connecticut. 
CTDEEP has issued this years CT 
Boaters Guide, which can be viewed 
at portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Boating/
Connecticut-Boaters-Guide. All the 
information can be found there on 
how to register your boat and where 
to take the required classes to get 
your operator’s licence. In addition 
there is detailed info on the state’s 
boat launches to access the various 
rivers, lakes and ponds throughout 
Connecticut. Finally, there is an 
update on aquatic invasive plants 
that are threatening our waters and 
how to purchase the requires AIS 
Stamp. See you out on the water! 
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Guest 
Commentary
Anne Vance

The Bitter and the Sweet
Open Space
Kathy Herald-
marlowe

We choose to go 
to the moon in 
this decade and 

do the other things, not be-
cause they are easy, but be-
cause they are hard… John 
F. Kennedy 1962

Artemis II lifted off April 
1, 2026, from a specta-
tor-packed Kennedy Space 
Center with millions more 
Americans glued to any visu-
al source with real-time cov-
erage of the first moon travel 
since 1972 – a 50-year hia-
tus.  Those watching felt the 
same excitement, comradery 
as was experienced with the 
rise of Neil Armstrong ful-
filling Kennedy’s challenge – 
walking on the moon within 
the decade. Hordes of watch-
ing children planned their 
Astronaut costumes for this 
fall’s Halloween. American 
ingenuity, innovation, suc-
cess made the nation beam 
with pride then and now. 

The sweetness of being an 
American was intense – be-
ing connected with most all 
other Americans – moments 
of massive achievement 
and true accomplishment. 
National sweetness – col-
laborative pride.  Here is a 
diverse set of highly skilled 
astronauts:  two American 
men – one white, one black 
- an American white wom-
an, and a Canadian white 
male.  NASA sent a highly 
DEI crew on its supreme 
mission with historic success 
– to the moon and back. The 

crew was an exuberant team.  
Their public comments were 
heartfelt for their crew, for 
their nation, for their plan-
et– summed up by astronaut 
Christina Koch “Earth you 
are a Crew!” 

In Lake Placid, NY,1980, 
an Olympics Miracle on 
Ice was brought home by 
20 young American col-
lege hockey players defeat-
ing the highly professional, 
non-professional Soviets 
who had hither to owned 
the ice. Another prime in-
stance of Americans – in 
unity - bolted to any com-
munications device available 
to follow exquisite, fully-ab-
sorbing action.  Anyone alive 
at the time can tell you where 
they were, what they were 
doing during this hockey 
match – regardless if they 
had ever before or since 
watched hockey.  I was on a 
plane traveling from Hous-
ton to NYC, the Olympic 
commentors broadcasting 
on the plane’s speaker, every 
passenger riveted as the US 
team, surprisingly leading 
4-3, in the final seconds of 
the game shut the Soviets 
out of a tying goal. Then, 
the famed “Do you believe 

in miracles? YES”. 
American Sweetness – 

common pleasure – joint 
delight – extreme pride. 
We have in decades past 
enjoyed national delight – 
been bound by our sense of 
unity, our sense of being to-
gether joined for security, for 
extraordinary innovation, 
for massive wins, for mar-
velous accomplishment, for 
sweet celebration.  We’ve not 
enough American sweetness 
in the past few years – rath-
er trumped out with sharp, 
vigorous conflict, one side 
versus another, one party, 
one color despising anoth-
er. Our previous sweet days/
years were WOT – With Out 
Trump.

Currently a “non-war”, a 
major violent military clash 
with Iran has brought the na-
tion stark, biting bitterness 
– the bitterness of soldiers 
killed, of costs in our nation 
skyrocketing, the President’s 
blatant screaming of war 
crime rhetoric, the use of 
religion in reporting nation-
al endeavors, the blasphemy 
of Trump depicted as Christ 
posted online in our secu-
lar state, the US at war with 
its faithful allies of 70 years, 
the negative battle with the 
Pope over theological mat-
ters, Orban throw out with 
other Hungarian trash.  

Bitterness, corruption 
of Trump & sons raking in 
billions from cryptocurren-
cy, Middle Eastern real es-

tate deals all driving the net 
worth of their family from 
$2.5 Billion in 2024 to $10 
Billion in 2026. Crime, cor-
ruption, lucrative deals with 
countries, billionaires, cor-
porations are the trademark 
of Trump – a powerful force 
set to destroy a nation once 
lauded not for perfection of 
behavior but for leadership 
for liberty, for freedom. The 
United States, America, our 
nation unassailed as a pinna-
cle of performance, of altru-
ism accompanied, of course, 
with righteous anger for 
loose bands of ugly Amer-
icans stuffed with greed and 
self-indulgence- taking and 
taking.   The era since 2016 
is WT – With Trump – he, 
Trump, an albatross of atroc-
ities, promoter of hatred and 
division, role model of what-
not-to-be, example supreme 
of who-to-scrub-his-mouth-
out-with-soap.  

Lincoln lead our nation, 
perhaps the most revered of 
our Presidents, warning the 
nation: “If destruction be 
our lot, we must ourselves 
be its author and finisher. As 
a nation of freemen, we must 
live through all time, or die 
by suicide”.  We ought listen 
to Lincoln.  We the People, 
owners of the Constitution, 
owners of our government 
must be authors of democ-
racy and decency – all is in 
our hands.

Kathy Herald-Marlowe 
lives in Sharon.

According to the Town 
of Sharon Board of 
Finance, there’s no 

justification to, as one mem-
ber thundered at a recent 
meeting, raise the Sharon 
Center School budget “by 
so much as one dollar”. 

Meanwhile, other schools 
in Region 1 proposed in-
creases ranging from 2.69% 
to 6.41%. Annual inflation is 
up 2.5%, and Sharon’s school 
labor costs, which make up 
four-fifths of the budget, are 
slated to go up 3%.

So why is the Board of Fi-
nance so obdurate? Is school 
spending wildly extravagant 
and out of control? Can the 
town not afford the school 
budget?

Here are some facts:
• Actual spending at SCS 

over the last eight years was 
virtually flat: up 01.5%, 
while inflation rose 32% and 
municipal spending jumped 
36%. 

• Sharon spends a low-
er proportion of its overall 
budget on education than 
any other town in Region 1 
except Kent. 

• Education spending per 
town resident is the lowest 
in Region 1.

• The State of Connecti-
cut puts Town of Sharon 
wealth (figured by property 
tax and individual income) 
at sixth highest out of 169 
school districts. (In Region 
1, the next wealthiest is 
Salisbury, at #12.)

• Since 2017, Sharon 
town taxes (Mill rates) have 
been consistently among the 
three lowest in the state.

Clearly, the town can af-
ford its public school. As for 
extravagance, you don’t get 
savings amounting to a third 
of costs over an eight-year 
period without sustained, 
careful, thoughtful cuts in 
staffing, supplies, and in 
one instance, benefits. (The 
school is up to date on cap-
ital projects and major re-
pairs.)

The uncompromising 

stance of the Board of Fi-
nance is due to one figure, 
and one figure only: per pu-
pil cost, which is extraordi-
narily high. And the reason 
for this is that the student 
population has fallen sharp-
ly. Public school attendance 
in Connecticut is at a 20-
year low, the US birthrate 
has dropped to record lows, 
and Sharon has been espe-
cially hard-hit by the loss of 
most of its middle class, tra-
ditionally a crucial support 
of public schools.

That drop meant that 
Sharon could and did 
make big cuts in education 
spending. But Sharon is a 
geographically large town 
with a large school building 
to maintain, and there’s a 
limit to how much you can 
cut before you begin to hurt 
students’ education. Sharon 
has reached that point. 

This year, the Board of 
Education requested a 1.98% 
increase for the 2026-2027 
budget, or $82,000. The 
Board of Finance said no. 
The Board of Ed found an-
other $13,000 to take off 
the budget and asked the 
Board of Finance to consid-
er, as an offset, the estimated 
$40,000 in tuition to be paid 
into town coffers by out-of-
district SCS students. This 
would have reduced the real 
cost to the town to $29,000 
out of its total budget of 
$11.8 million. Instead, the 
Board of Finance opted to 
keep those tuition funds for 
town expenses, and again 
said no. 

So on April 8th the Board 
of Education authorized 
closing the cafeteria kitch-
en. There are two other 
small schools in the region 
that have cafeterias without 

kitchens, but this is an es-
pecially harmful option for 
Sharon students. The num-
ber of children who qualify 
for free or reduced-price 
school meals generally 
hovers around one third, 
sometimes rising to 40% or 
more; many buy breakfast as 
well as lunch. Now, instead 
of fresh, hot food prepared 
on site, lunch will be trucked 
in from the high school, 
two towns away. Shelf-sta-
ble breakfast items – think 
packaged muffins – will be 
delivered once a week. 

And other options con-
sidered by the board were 
even more painful.

I believe that most Sha-
ron residents are strong sup-
porters of the public school. 
I think they would be in fa-
vor of raising spending the 
tiny amount needed to keep 
the cafeteria, or field trips, 
or mathematics coaching, or 
any of the other items that 
were chopping-block can-
didates. I also believe that 
the context and cause of the 
high per pupil cost, the ways 
it has been addressed, and 
the overall financial posi-
tion of the town, are not well 
known and have not been an 
adequate part of the public 
discussion – which is why I 

have written this piece. 
In one respect, I have 

great sympathy for the cur-
rent leadership of the town 
of Sharon and the difficult 
task they now face. Over the 
last decade and more, the 
town has built up a backlog 
of at least $20 million in to-
day’s dollars in capital and 
maintenance projects, and 
the need to deal with this 
problem has become acute. 
I think these efforts, too, 
would benefit from better 
understanding and broader 
discussion – including how 
to keep that from ever hap-
pening again.

But when it comes to cut-
ting the budget, education 
spending has done its part, 
and rising costs are one of 
the realities of life. When 
you’re dealing with highly 
regulated education man-
dates, fixed building costs, 
a unionized workforce, and 
inflation, it is impossible 
for any budget to remain 
flat. Trying to do so puts an 
undue burden on the backs 
of school children – and on 
some of the least affluent 
people in town.

Anne Vance is a former 
member of the Sharon Board 
of Education. She was Vice 
Chair from 2023-2025.

OBITUARIES VIEWPOINT

For more obituaries, see pages A5 and A10

William Taylor Mitchell
SALISBURY — Wil-

liam “Billy” Taylor Mitchell 
died on Feb. 21, 
2026, following a 
four-month fight 
against complica-
tions caused by an 
automobile acci-
dent. Billy will al-
ways be a beloved 
and darling father 
and husband, and 
an honest and true 
friend to hundreds 
within a wide community he 
created and held onto in his 
lifetime. Billy is cherished for 
his values, devotion, curios-
ity in others, independent 
thinking, taste in music, and 
booming laugh.

Preceded in death by his 
parents, Sheila Wells, 1992 
and Donald Mitchell, 1996, 
Billy is survived by his wife 
of 37 years, Cornelia Jane 
(née Reeder) and his three 
children, Haley, Cornelia 
(Nellie), and William Gilbert 
(Gib) Mitchell. The middle 
child between siblings Fritz 
and Elizabeth Mitchell, Bil-
ly has always been a devot-
ed brother through weekly 
phone calls and visits to 
their homes in Vermont and 
Colorado. The entire family 
will profoundly miss Billy’s 
indelible presence in every 
part of every day - his joie de 
vivre, his sense of humor, the 
twinkling of his eyes, and his 
genuine, joyous smile.

Billy was born on Dec. 22, 
1960 in New York, New York. 
Every day thereafter was a 
symphony of phones ring-
ing, skates scraping, ice cubes 
clinking, music playing, fires 
blazing, racquets swinging, 
and oars plunking.

Growing up in Bedford 
New York,  Billy was curious 
and active. He attended The 
Harvey School in Katonah, 
New York from grades sev-
en to nine. He played soccer, 
hockey, and lacrosse and was 
granted the Ballard Drama 
Award in 1976  for his role 
as Nick Bottom in William 
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream”--a designa-
tion he boasted about for 
decades. He joined the 1979 
class of The Choate School 
in Wallingford, Connecticut, 
where he continued to excel 
in athletics. Billy earned a 
BS in Economics from Ohio 
Wesleyan in 1983. At each of 
these schools Billy was most 
known for the friends he 
made and held close for the 
rest of his life. He amassed 
a network that stretched 
far and yet never thinned; a 
quantity that never compro-
mised quality. His impromp-
tu catch-up phone calls will 
be missed by many.

In 1984, Billy started as a 
cold-caller at Smith Barney, 
which was later acquired 
by Morgan Stanley. Over 
his career, he advanced to 
be a Financial Advisor and 
Vice President. Throughout 
his tenure, Billy imbued his 
personality into his work. 
His dedication to his clients 
was steadfast and he count-
ed many of them as close 
friends.  

Billy returned to Bedford 
in 1992, to the house where 
he was raised, just beyond 
the treasured 500-year-old 
Bedford Oak, with his wife 
and growing family to call it 
home forever. He once again 
played hockey in the rink at 
The Harvey School, this time 
as a Bedford Bear. There, and 

on Aspetong Pond, he taught 
his children a love of skating.

Billy could not 
be contained by 
four walls and a 
roof; he preferred 
the open air. He 
loved to row his 
Adirondack guide 
boat up and down 
the lower lake of 
Mt. Riga in Salis-
bury. If there was a 
breeze, he’d happily 

rig up the sunfish. He used 
to tinker with his bright 
red 1958 MGA convertible 
for hours just to take it for 
a spin. He dedicated every 
vacation and spare weekend 
to bringing his family skiing, 
camping, hiking, swimming, 
biking, and sharing his favor-
ite places and pastimes with 
his family.

Together he and Cornelia 
threw countless parties–and 
pre-parties, and after parties, 
and impassioned New York 
Rangers watch parties. The 
doors of their home were al-
ways open to visitors. Any ve-
hicle that ascended the gravel 
driveway–USPS drivers, old 
friends from out of town, or 
neighbors saying hi–could 
count on Billy bursting out 
the door to greet them.

Billy masterfully threw 
himself into the adventures 
and duties of Bedford Vil-
lage Chowder & Marching 
Club, where he was a 21-year 
volunteer raising and allo-
cating funds for local youth 
organizations. No project 
was beyond his ambition or 
beneath his humility. In re-
membrance of his decades of 
service, Chowder & March-
ing has established a schol-
arship in Billy’s name which 
will be granted to a student at 
Fox Lane High School.

With a signature fondness 
and reliability, Billy served 
on the Board of the Pound 
Ridge Tennis Club, preparing 
and maintaining the integ-
rity of the 7 har-tru tennis 
courts. Much of the club’s 
bucolic grounds are thanks 
to Billy’s care and love of the 
club. Billy and CJ enjoyed 
countless hours of tennis and 
platform tennis as partners, 
opponents, and with many 
dear friends.

In the months that fol-
lowed the devastating car 
accident, Billy fought fero-
ciously against his injuries. 
During that period he was 
surrounded by his beloved 
wife, children, siblings, and 
many devoted friends. We 
are all so grateful to the nurs-
es, doctors, healthcare pro-
fessionals, and hospital staff 
who aided him in his battle 
and held us in the hardest 
moments. Their consistent 
care and Billy’s stubborn te-
nacity afforded us more pre-
cious time with him. All the 
love and joy that he put into 
the world came back around 
and he spent his final months 
immersed in it.

A celebration of life will 
be held at The Harvey School 
on the lower field beside 
Evarts Rink on Saturday, 
May 9th, 2026 at 2:00pm. 
All friends of Billy’s are wel-
come; and anyone who had 
the pleasure of meeting him 
knew quickly that they were 
a friend.

Any donations can be 
made to the Bedford Village 
Chowder & Marching Club 
to support the Billy Mitchell 
Scholarship Fund.

Board of Ed budget places undue 
burden on students and least affluent
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Book talk brings true tale of tragedy and resilience  
in the Chinese diaspora to Hotchkiss Library

By Alec Linden 

SHARON – Family his-
tories are inherently com-
plicated, but few more 
so than Ian Gill’s. On the 
snowy afternoon of Sunday, 
April 19, the Manila, Philip-
pines-based writer brought 
that dramatic lineage from 
—  the subject of his 2024 
book “Searching for Billie” 
—  from the bygone days 
of early 20th century China 
into the warm interior of the 
Hotchkiss Library.

Over the course of an 
hour, Gill demonstrated 
to an eager audience of 20 
that with a little digging – or 
rather several decades of it, 
in his case – the stories of 
our mothers, fathers and the 
ancestors before them can 
reveal startling truths about 
ourselves.

“You were two sons rolled 
into one,” Gill told the audi-
ence his mother, the Billie 
of his book’s title, had said 
to him long ago. “I didn’t 
know what that meant, and 
it took me 40 years to figure 
that out,” he recalled.

The story revolves pri-
marily around Billie New-
man, an orphaned child 
raised by a Chinese-born 
white British father and Chi-
nese mother who showed 
up in a basket one day at 
the couple’s doorstep. Billie 
went on to work for influ-
ential magazine T’ien Hsia 
Monthly, then as a wartime 
radio broadcaster, then for 
top government advisors, 
and ultimately ran the Secre-
tariat of the United Nations 
Disarmament Conference 
until her retirement, for 
which she was awarded 
a Member of the British 
Empire award. This was all 
despite pressures from the 

Sino-Japanese War, family 
tragedy, single motherhood 
and racism, Gill emphasized.

But the history also car-
ries with it Gill’s own jour-
ney of self-discovery, which 
began with his first visit to 
Hong Kong with his moth-
er in 1975, when he was a 
29-year-old journalist based 
in New Zealand. That trip, 
he recalled during a cozy re-
ception for the event hosted 
by his friend and Sharon lo-
cal Bill Cowie Sunday eve-
ning, “lifted the curtain” not 
only on his mother’s vast life 
story, but on the “vanished” 
China of yesteryear and, 
crucially, on himself.

“Her story is my story,” he 
said, “including finding my 
father at the end – the other 
half of the genetic jigsaw.”

The centerpiece of Gill’s 
book, and of Sunday’s pre-

sentation, is the tragic 
drowning of Billie’s first son, 
Brian, and subsequent con-
ception of Ian himself, all 
of which took place during 
four brutal years living in 
an internment camp while 
Hong Kong was occupied by 
the Japanese between 1941 
and 1945.

 Brian’s father, an Irish-
man serving in the British 
Army, had since left the 
picture, and Billie spent her 
years on the internment 
camp as a single mother.

Gill told the audience 
that conditions were dismal, 
with up to 50 people sharing 
just a few rooms. “The worst 
thing though were the ra-
tions,” he said. “Hunger was 
a constant problem.”

After Brian’s death, a 
“cynical journalist,” per Gill’s 
description, named George 

Giffen comforted Billie, and 
eventually she became preg-
nant again. “Their relations 
had deepened,” Gill put it 
wryly.

Gill recounted that his 
mother revealed an illumi-
nating memory of the grief 
period to him when he was 
well into adulthood: “All I 
could think of was to replace 
my loss.” Thus, Ian became 
the two sons rolled into one.

At the end of the war, 
Giffen returned to a pre-
vious marriage in Canada, 
and Gill would not see him 
until he was 40 years old, 
having tracked him down 
to a remote island in Brit-
ish Columbia. Despite the 
circumstances, Gill said he 
and his father grew close for 
the remainder of Giffen’s life.

Back at Cowie’s home 
high in the Sharon hills, 

Gill said that he and his old 
university friend – the two 
had met in England over 60 
years ago – only realized the 
previous evening that both 
had met their dads as adults. 
Cowie reunited with his fa-
ther at 21 after not seeing 
him since early childhood.

“Two boys, him and me, 
looking for our fathers” was 
how this story of faraway 
countries and timelines con-
nects to Sharon, Gill said, 
since Cowie was the reason 
he had come to Sharon to 
tell his story.

Aside from his immedi-
ate family, Gill’s research re-
veals fascinating tales from 
other pockets of his ances-
try, such as his great-grand-
mother who hailed from a 
country parish in western 
England and eventually be-
came a hotelier in a Chinese 

resort town, and her son, 
Billie’s adopted father, who 
developed postal routes in 
remote parts of China and 
broke social customs by 
marrying a Chinese wom-
an. He eventually left her, 
and the family, for an affair 
with a Russian woman stuck 
in China following the 1917 
Bolshevik Revolution.

The rest of the details are 
in the book, Gill said with 
a smile.

“Searching for Billie: A 
journalist’s quest to under-
stand his mother’s past leads 
him to discover a vanished 
China,” was published by 
Hong Kong English-lan-
guage company Blacksmith 
Books and is distributed in 
the U.S. by Simon & Schus-
ter. It’s available for purchase 
online via Amazon and oth-
er retailers.
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North Canaan pursues grants to 
rebuild pool, upgrade athletic fields

By Christian Murray 

NORTH CANAAN — 
Town officials are pursuing 
a number of grant applica-
tions, with a major focus 
on upgrading North Ca-
naan’s recreation facilities 
— including a revamped 
pool and improvements to 
athletic fields — alongside 
infrastructure and school 
projects.

During the April 14 Board 
of Selectmen meeting, First 
Selectman Jesse Bunce out-
lined more than $14 million 
in grant requests currently 
under review.

At the center of those ef-
forts is a $2.4 million pro-
posal to overhaul the town’s 
recreation facilities. Backed 
by the offices of U.S. Sens. 
Richard Blumenthal and 
Chris Murphy, the request 
would fund a full rebuild of 
the town pool, along with 
renovations to the pool 
house. The proposal also 
calls for improvements to 
the town’s athletic fields and 
tennis courts, which officials 
say require upgrades.

Bunce said Murphy’s of-
fice contacted the town on 
April 14, indicating that 
while the full $2.4 million 
request may not be funded, 
some level of funding is like-
ly. “They told us, ‘We’re not 
sure we can come up with 
all the money, but we think 
we can get you some,’” Bunce 
said, calling it a positive sign.

“We’re trying to go after 
as many grants as we can,” 
Bunce added.

Beyond recreation, the 
town is pursuing several 
large-scale infrastructure 
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Author Ian Gill speaks to a captivated crowd about a life filled with mystery, tragedy and resilience at the Hotchkiss Library, April 19.

PHOTO BY MADI LONG

A summer moment at the North Canaan community 
pool, a spot officials hope to completely renovate with 
grant funding. 

projects. Among them is 
an $8 million federal grant 
focused on a townwide re-
silience effort, including 
drainage improvements 
and flood mitigation along 
Old Turnpike South and the 
Blackberry River corridor.

The town is also seeking 
$1.5 million through the 
congressional appropriations 
process to replace the middle 
school roof. Bunce said the 
application has advanced be-
yond the initial stage and is 
now under consideration in 
Congress with support from 
U.S. Rep. Jahanna Hayes, 
D-Conn., whose 5th Con-
gressional District includes 
North Canaan.

The town has also applied 
for a $1.85 million grant 
through the state’s Transpor-

tation Rural Improvement 
Program (TRIP), which 
helps smaller municipalities 
fund road and infrastructure 
projects.

The funds would be used 
for repaving roads and ad-
dressing drainage issues 
along West Main Street, 
Pease Street and Bragg Street 
near the elementary school.

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN

Groundbreaking for the expansion and renovation of 
Kent Memorial Library is set for April 25, with a recep-
tion to follow at its temporary Landmark Lane location.

By Ruth Epstein

Work has begun 
on the expansion and 
renovation project of 
the Kent Memorial 
Library. 

A ceremonial 
groundbreaking will 
take place on Satur-
day, April 25, at noon 
at the site. 

Following the cer-
emony, a reception 
with refreshments 
will be held at the 
library’s temporary 
space at 10-12 Land-
mark Lane. 

Register at kmlin-
fo@biblio.org.

Kent 
Library 
expansion 
begins



Tennis, pickleball clinics are 
coming to Kent Commons Park

Kent Farmer’s Market to move downtown
By Alec Linden 

KENT – Farmers Mar-
ket shoppers beware: when 
the beloved fixture of Kent’s 
summer programming kicks 
back up on May 22, it won’t 
be located on the familiar 
expanse of the Kent Land 
Trust Field. Instead, head 
straight to Main Street and 
park at your convenience, 
the Chamber of Commerce 
urges – and grab a coffee or 
check out some art while 
you’re at it.

“You park once, and you 
do everything,” said Cham-
ber President Phil Fox as 
the rationale for moving the 
market, which has been a 
fair-weather fixture on the 
broad field south of town for 
four years. The new location 
is positioned around the 
Kent Welcome Center off of 
Railroad Street, and will take 
place on property spanning 
several businesses and town 
entities at the downtown lo-
cation.  

The main impetus for 
the change is connectivity 
between the market and the 
town’s commercial district, 
Fox explained. “That’s our 
goal, to bring people into 
town,” he said. “The idea is 
to make it part of the buzz 
that is the center of town on 
a Friday night.”

Other advantages of the 
new location include a pow-
er supply and public bath-
rooms, which will enable the 
addition of live music this 
summer, Fox added.

Local farmer Spencer 
Lord took over management 
duties of the Farmer’s Mar-
ket this spring, and he said 
that the response across the 
community to the change 
has been enthusiastic. “The 
vendors are excited, the town 
is excited, the businesses 
downtown are excited, the 
customers are excited,” he 
said, “so it seems to be gain-
ing momentum already.”

Lord and his fiancé Re-
becca Kuczko, both 41, run 
Oracle Mushroom Compa-
ny, a farm in South Kent that 
has recently expanded be-
yond fungi to pasture-raised 
poultry as part of its busi-
ness model. The couple has 
operated a stall at the Kent 
market for the previous 
two years, and Lord said he 
jumped at the opportunity 
when the management po-
sition opened up.

“We’re very social with 
all the vendors that we work 
with at all the farmer’s mar-
kets, and we really have tried 

to promote them as much as 
possible, even way before I 
ever stepped into this role,” 
he said. “The better they do, 
the better we do.”

Speaking on April 17, 
Lord said 35 vendors had 
been secured to show up this 
season – “and we’re getting 
approached by new vendors 
probably every other day.”

Lord said that the scope 

of vendors will be hyperlo-
cal, drawing from under an 
hour’s drive from downtown 
Kent. Some new vendors, 
like family winery Hop-
kins Vineyards, will add to 
a strong lineup of many re-
turners, he reported.

 Lord said he expects an 
average of 30-plus vendors 
active at the market per week, 
which he said the site can 
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By Alec Linden 

KENT – Kent will wel-
come a new racquet sports 
professional this spring with 
the debut of a tennis and 
pickleball clinic program, co-
ordinated by the town’s Parks 
and Recreation department.

Xavier Proulx, an estab-
lished coach with an exten-
sive resumé in racquet sports 
instruction, will be kicking 
off all-ages, all-skill level 
sessions in both tennis and 
pickleball starting Sunday, 
April 26 on the Kent Com-
mons Park hard courts. The 
new program was formally 
authorized by Parks and 
Recreation during its April 
7 meeting, where members 
voted unanimously for the 
four-week curriculum, 
which will run Sundays and 
Tuesdays through the third 
week of May, with rain dates 
scheduled for the following 
week if needed.

“We really wanted to 

jump on the opportunity 
while the iron is hot,” said 
Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Matt Frasher. He said 
that the townspeople have 
demonstrated extensive in-
terest in pickleball, with a 
group of more than 90 play-
ers active in the pickleball 
TeamReach group, the appli-
cation the department uses 
to coordinate and schedule 
events.

Frasher said tennis re-
mains popular as well, and 
that the timing was right to 
bring in professional instruc-
tion for both sports. “We’re 
excited to have him here in 
Kent and expand on what’s 
being offered,” he said.

Proulx, who is originally 
from Montreal and currently 
serves as the director of ten-
nis for the city of Norwalk, 
said he is also looking for-
ward to a change of scenery. 
“We all have our strengths as 
tennis director or head pro,” 
he said. “For me, my strength 

is on the court.”
Proulx has served in sev-

eral directorial roles, includ-
ing 15 years as the director of 
racquet sports at the Rolling 
Hills Country Club in Wil-
ton, Connecticut. His origin 
and passion, though, are in 
live coaching, having trained 
players young and old, nov-
ice and experienced across 
the globe, from France to 
Spain to the Isleworth Golf 
& Country Club in Orlan-
do, Florida, where he was the 
head tennis professional for 
a star-studded clientele that 
included golfer Tiger Woods.

His playing career in 
tennis has also had its high-
lights, with a top 10 place-
ment in the Canadian junior 
rankings when he was grow-
ing up, and even a number 
one ranking for the over-40 
category in doubles in Flor-
ida when he was coaching 
in the state.

Despite the long com-
mute from Norwalk, Proulx 

said he’s eager to get started, 
citing the quietude and nat-
ural beauty of the region as 
good incentive to make the 
hour-plus drive up Route 7 
twice a week. Further, he was 
impressed by Kent’s embrace 
of pickleball, a sport which 
he sees great value in as a 
coach.

 “The main reason pickle-
ball is sweeping the country 
is it has, literally, a 20-minute 
learning curve,” Proulx said, 
meaning that beginners can 
be playing real matches their 
first time ever stepping foot 
on a court. “It’s for any level, 
any age,” he went on, noting 
that its accessibility doesn’t 
mean younger athletes won’t 
enjoy it any less. “It’s incred-
ible,” he said in summation.

Prospective players can 
register at Kent’s Parks and 
Recreation Department’s 
online registration portal. 
For further questions or in-
quiries, email parksandrec@
townofkent.gov.

Brush fire near Burr 
Pond State Park burns 
9 acres, draws multi-
agency response

PHOTO BY MADI LONG

Emergency crews direct traffic following a nearly 
nine-acre brush fire near Burr Pond in Torrington, 
April 14. 
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The new market location will take place in a shared 
property near the Kent Welcome Center.

more than support. Parking, 
while not as straightforward 
as at the field, he said, will 
be plentiful, with Route 7, 
the Town Hall lots, parking 
around the Green available, 
while some businesses have 
also agreed to allow parking 
in their lots.

The Kent Land Trust, 
while no longer the host, 
will still be involved, Lord 
reported, running a regular 
stall all season at the market.

Overall, Lord said that the 
goal is to create a “symbiot-
ic relationship” between the 
Farmer’s Market and broader 
community, and to take ad-
vantage of the festive Friday 
downtown atmosphere. On 
top of the music, Lord said 
he encourages local busi-
nesses to get in touch with 
him directly about further 
programming – “If you have 
an idea, let me know.”

“I think it will be really 
fun,” said Kent Land Trust 
Executive Director Connie 
Manes of the new location.

Kent budgets head to May 1 hearing  
with proposed 3.44% tax increase 

tom line before the May 1 
hearing. Currently, it sits at 
$5,337,470, a 2.69% increase 
from fiscal year 2026. Along 
with $2,808,970 allocated 
towards Kent’s Region One 
contribution, total education 
expenditures, before the re-
duction, total $8,146,440.

The municipal operat-
ing budget is proposed at 
$5,277,965, a 5.08% increase 
over the current fiscal year. 

The only line item changed 
by the BOF during Tuesday’s 
meeting was to the town’s con-
tribution towards an aquatic 
invasive species management 
plan for Lake Waramaug. The 
funds are dedicated toward a 
proposed boat screening fa-
cility at the lake that would 
monitor for hydrilla, a par-
ticularly aggressive invasive 
waterweed.

Board members have 
previously questioned Kent’s 
share of the cost, noting that 
only a small portion of the 
lake lies within the town. For 
instance, only three houses 
and the storefront state park 
are within town lines.

Originally planned as a 
20-40-40 split of a $100,000 
project cost among Washing-
ton, Warren and Kent, First 
Selectman Eric Epstein said 
Tuesday that updated staff-
ing estimates have reduced 

Kent’s share to $13,000, plus 
$3,000 in regular annual lake 
expenses. 

BOF members were still 
unsatisfied with what mem-
ber Casey Cogut described 
as a “half-baked plan” that 
is unfair to Kent taxpayers.

Ultimately, the Board vot-
ed to reduce the line to a total 
of $7,500 from the $16,000 
previously allocated. Since 
$3,000 are dedicated towards 
other costs related to the lake, 
only $4,000 remain for the 
hydrilla prevention project. 
Washington has proposed 
$26,000 towards the effort, 
which Warren is meant to 
match.

There may be fallout from 
the decision, Epstein said: 
“It’s going to strain our rela-
tionship with the other two 
towns, I believe.”

Most of the BOF’s focus 
during Tuesday’s meeting 
was directed towards the Five 
Year Capital Plan. 

Portions of funds for sev-
eral projects that were meant 
to become taxable this year 
were pushed back over the 
line. The Swift House, a 
long-unused town-owned 
historic building that has had 
capital suspended in limbo 
for years, saw its funding 
moved back a year due to 
no clear plan forward for 

the building. A special town 
committee that was estab-
lished in February to out-
line options for the building 
is expecting a report before 
the budget vote in May. 

Capital intended to sup-
port the installation of ame-
nities at Emery Park, in-
cluding restrooms, was also 

moved out of tax position on 
the plan. The park is planned 
for a major overhaul in the 
coming years, but several 
proposals for the site, such 
as the rehabilitation of the 
town swimming pond, have 
seen recent delays.

The hearing will be held at 
6 p.m. on May 1 at Town Hall.

By Aly Morrissey

TORRINGTON – A 
brush fire broke out near 
Burr Pond State Park 
Tuesday, April 14, burning 
an estimated 8 to 9 acres 
and prompting a large, 
multi-agency emergency 
response, officials said.

The blaze was first re-
ported shortly before 1 
p.m. after a Winchester 
resident called 911 upon 
seeing a bright, arc-like 
flash in the sky that resem-
bled lightning, followed 
by rising smoke from the 
wooded area.

“The park is closed, 
with an 8-to-9 acre brush 
fire being fought by DEEP 
and local fire depart-
ments,” said Bill Flood, 
a spokesperson with the 
Connecticut Department 
of Energy & Environmen-
tal Protection. He did not 
say whether there were 
any injuries.

The fire prompted road 
closures and power was 
turned off in parts of the 
surrounding area, as util-
ity crews and emergency 
personnel worked to con-
tain the blaze. Burr Moun-

tain Road was closed to 
traffic, as it was serving as 
the primary access point 
for emergency vehicles.

The Winchester res-
ident who reported the 
fire said he was at the Burr 
Pond boat launch when he 
noticed the flash.

“It’s just luck that I saw 
a flash and happened to 
see smoke,” he said, de-
clining to give his name. 
“At first, I didn’t believe 
what I saw. I was doubt-
ing myself.”

He estimated the flash 
occurred about a mile 
away and said it looked 
like lightning but was si-
lent.

“I just called it in and 
apparently it’s bigger than 
they thought it was going 
to be,” he said, adding that 
he did not lose power at 
his home.

Smoke from the fire 
could be smelled in areas 
adjacent to the park.

Officials had not yet 
determined the exact 
cause of the fire as of Tues-
day afternoon.

Madi Long and Chris-
tian Murray contributed to 
this article.

By Alec Linden 

After ordering last-minute 
cuts to both the municipal 
and education budget pro-
posals during a special meet-
ing on April 14, the Board of 
Finance voted to send both to 
a public hearing.

On May 1, residents will 
have the opportunity to weigh 
in on both fiscal year 2027 
proposals, which together 
amount to a mill rate of 17.45, 
a 0.58 or 3.44% increase from 
last year. The mill rate is the 
amount of tax paid per $1,000 
of assessed property value.

To help balance the bud-
get, the board also voted to 
use $250,000 from the town’s 
unassigned general fund — 
essentially savings not set 
aside for a specific purpose. 

The Five Year Capital Plan, 
which was edited extensively 
during Tuesday’s meeting, 
will also be subjected to public 
scrutiny at the May hearing.

Hopes were high at the 
meeting’s outset to flat-
line the mill rate from last 
year, but Treasurer Barbara 
Herbst’s announcement that 
that would require a nearly 
$900,000 reduction caused 
the BOF to shift its approach.

Ultimately, the Board 
of Education was asked to 
pull $30,000 from its bot-
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Marley, age 
four, available 
for adoption 
through The 
Little Guild
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Cookie, age 10, available 
for adoption through The 
Little Guild

she developed an interest in 
the arts, particularly videog-
raphy and photography. Pro-
fessionally, Long has worked 
on numerous film and televi-
sion sets and has received rec-
ognition for her short films, 
including her latest project, 
“A Long Way Up,” a personal 
documentary exploring her 
family’s passion for hot air 
ballooning. 

Aly Morrissey of Mill-
brook, N.Y., has been named 
managing editor of The 
Lakeville Journal. Morrissey 
joined LJMN in May 2025 as 
a staff reporter and photogra-
pher for the Millerton News, 
where she covered local gov-
ernment, community life, and 
the arts across northeastern 
Dutchess County and north-
west Connecticut. Morrissey 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
print journalism from Quin-
nipiac University in 2009 and 
began her career in the Bos-
ton media market as a radio 
sound board operator and 
an editorial assistant for the 
Boston Herald. Her career 
has also spanned more than 
a decade in school commu-
nications, including roles at 
Indian Mountain School and 
Millbrook School. She also 
served as the production 
photographer at the Sharon 
Playhouse for the past three 
seasons. 

Graham Corrigan, a jour-
nalist and musician from 
Philadelphia, joins the orga-
nization as a staff reporter for 
The Millerton News. With 
local roots, he grew up visit-
ing his grandparents at their 
home in Lakeville, where he 

was a zealous member of the 
Salisbury Swim Team. After 
graduating from Cornell Uni-
versity and CUNY’s Newmark 
Graduate School of Journal-
ism, he worked as a writer 
and editor at music websites 
like Pigeons & Planes, Film 
Comment and Genius. Cor-
rigan spent the last six years 
in Los Angeles working as a 
video director for GQ before 
moving to Lakeville last year. 
Graham is also an audio engi-
neer, pianist, and member of 
the band Mickey Cake. The 
band’s second album, happy 
now, was released in 2025. 

Allen Deeds joins the 
organization as a finance as-
sociate, bringing analytical, 
organizational and critical 
thinking skills to the role. 

Deeds earned a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from 
Western Governors Univer-
sity and previously managed 
the meat department at Davis 
IGA, where he developed an 
interest in working with data 
to improve processes. Orig-
inally from Falls Village, he 
moved away after high school 
but returned in 2022. Outside 
of work, he enjoys playing 
guitar, playing strategy games 
and exploring towns in New 
England. 

James H. Clark, chief ex-
ecutive officer and publish-
er of LJMN Media, said the 

group will strengthen the 
organization across editori-
al, audience, and operation-
al work. He added, “These 
changes strengthen our ability 
to produce strong local jour-
nalism, connect with readers 
across platforms, and serve 
our communities well in the 
Northwest Corner and East-
ern Dutchess County.”

Executive Editor Christian 
Murray, who was appointed 
in October 2025, said the 
team will bring “new ener-
gy and perspectives to the 
newsroom and throughout 
our communities.” 
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Left to right: Graham Corrigan, Allen Deeds, Aly Morrissey and Madi Long 
celebrate new roles at LJMN Media, the publisher of The Millerton News and 
The Lakeville Journal.

said the new facility marks 
a major milestone for The 
Little Guild and those who 
believe in its mission. 

“We are grateful for our 
dedicated staff, volunteers, 
and supporters whose ef-
forts made this possible,” 
Bozzuto said. “This facility 
will help us continue rescu-
ing, healing, and finding lov-
ing homes for cats and dogs 
for generations to come.” 

Karen Doeblin, former 
Little Guild board president, 
who oversaw the capital 
campaign and construction 
of the new facility, added, 
“This building is the result of 
countless people giving gen-
erously of their time, talent, 
and resources. It feels terrific 
to know we’ll be here help-
ing animals for many years 
to come.”

Richard Schlesinger, 
former CBS correspondent 
and Cornwall resident – and 
member of the Little Guild 
Advisory Council – said, 
“Every dog and cat that goes 
out this door to their forev-
er home, has a life that is so 
much better than they could 
have imagined.” 

Salisbury resident Maria 
Horn, CT State Represen-
tative for the 64th assembly 
district, added, “As a family 
who has made rescue dogs 
a cherished part of our lives, 
I’m looking forward to see-
ing the new facility.”  

The Little Guild is dedi-
cated to rescuing and nur-
turing homeless dogs and 
cats for adoption into safe 
and caring homes. Found-
ed in 1960, the Little Guild 
is the largest animal shelter 
in Northwest Connecticut, 
with one of the highest save 
rates nationally for a no-kill 
shelter. They broke ground 
for this building in May 
2024.

For more information, 
visit littleguild.org. Inside, bright orange walls, 

simple wood tables and large 
arched mirrors create a casu-
al setting. The restaurant is 
located near Trackside Ta-
cos, which opened its doors 
in July 2025.

For the couple, who live 
in Torrington, the opening 
brings together their back-
ground in the restaurant 
industry and connection to 
North Canaan.

“We would always travel 
through North Canaan,” Car-
los Gomez said. “We saw the 
town, and it always looked 
like a happy town. There 
are always people walking 
around, and we love to see 
that.”

Yesica Gomez, who cur-
rently works as a family sup-
port specialist with Family 
Strides, frequently visits the 
area to meet with families. 
Before that, she spent more 
than a decade in the restau-
rant industry, including 
nine years as a manager at 
McDonald’s in Torrington. 

Carlos Gomez, originally 
from Mexico, has worked in 
restaurants since arriving in 
the United States at age 22. 

His first job was at a Mexi-
can restaurant, and he most 
recently worked at an Italian 
restaurant in Avon.

“This country has treat-
ed me well,” he said. “People 
treat me as though I were 
born here.”

Yesica Gomez, who im-
migrated to the U.S. from 
the Dominican Republic as a 
child, said her father brought 
the family to Connecticut for 
better educational opportu-
nities. It was after graduating 
high school in 2009 that she 
met Carlos. When she need-
ed a ride to apply to college, 
her brother-in-law suggested 
a friend could take her — 
that friend was Carlos. 

“We’ve been together 
since,” Yesica Gomez said.

They now are raising three 
children, ages 11, 5, and 3, 
with a fourth due in July.

The menu is expected to 
be affordably priced, and 
the couple has yet to finalize 
hours. The restaurant’s name, 
Teo Tacos, is a tribute to Car-
los Gomez’s mother, Teodo-
ra, who still lives in Mexico.

“We’re excited for what’s 
ahead,” Carlos Gomez said.

the potential of my life,” 
Mitchell said. 

At age 21, a star athlete 
at the University of Georgia, 
Mitchell was embarrassed by 
his lack of reading ability.

He went to a bookstore 
and bought a pile of chil-
dren’s books.

“Dr. Seuss, Shel Silver-
stein, I read them all,” he 
remembered.

He described a methodi-
cal process, reading the pic-
ture books to develop his vo-
cabulary and learn sentence 
structure.

Then he moved on to 
graphic novels and eventu-
ally books written for adults.

Now, at age 32, he reads 
widely and constantly.

Mitchell published his 
first children’s book, “The 
Magician’s Hat,” in 2016.

He travels the country, 
speaking to schools about 
reading and about life. He 
told the students that their 
job is “to wake up every day 
and be the absolute best you 
can be.”

After his remarks, Mitch-
ell fielded questions from a 
group of student journalists. 

One question was how he 
converted a weakness – read-
ing comprehension – into a 
strength.

“It’s the life I live now,” he 

replied. 
He said he had college 

and pro teammates with the 
same problem who were en-
couraged by his forthright-
ness. “In confirming my 
weakness, I liberated others.” 

“The first step to growing 
is admitting where you cur-
rently are,” he said. 

Mitchell threw in a little 
NFL tidbit at the end of the 
discussion. 

He said he was staying 
late at practice, in part to 
try and get to know Brady 
– a notoriously hard worker 
–  better.

He noticed that Brady 
rubbed something on his 
skin after his shower.

Afterwards, he peeked 
into Brady’s locker and saw 
it was coconut oil.

The next day, he confessed 
to Brady that he’d looked in 
the locker and asked why he 
used coconut oil.

“He was married at the 
time to one of the most beau-
tiful women on the planet,” 
said Mitchell, referring to 
model Giselle Bundchen, 
who was married to Brady 
from 2009 to 2022.

“He said she rubbed co-
conut oil on herself every 
day.” Mitchell paused and 
then grinned. “So now I wear 
coconut oil every day.”

OBITUARY
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Nora Eileen Grey
SALISBURY — Nora “Ei-

leen” Grey, 91, passed away 
peacefully on April 
9, 2026, at Noble 
Horizons in Salis-
bury.

Born in Ireland 
on Aug. 15, 1934, 
in a farmhouse 
in Tourmakeady, 
County Mayo, 
16-year-old Eileen 
Keane bravely moved to the 
United States in the early 
1950s, according to daughter 
Bernadette Grey of Sharon. 
She settled into a Brooklyn 
brownstone with her aunt, 
uncle, and 7 boisterous cous-
ins, all of whom treated her 
like another one of the brood.

Nora married in her 20s, 
raising her family in Queens 
and then Suffolk County. She 
got her driver’s license in her 
mid-30s and blossomed in 
a later-in-life career as a 
teacher’s aide for intellectu-
ally disabled students at West 
Suffolk BOCES.

A beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, 
sister, and aunt, Nora is 
survived by her daughters, 
Bernadette (Bob Schwartz) 
of Sharon, and Barbara Grey 
of Carmel, New York; her 
granddaughter, Lili Gehor-
sam (Adnan Husain) of Se-
attle; and her grandson, Luke 
Gehorsam (Becca Endicott) 
of Chatham, New York. She 
was also the cherished “GiGi” 
to her great-grandchildren, 
Susannah and Raphael, the 
lights of her life.

Nora was predeceased by 
her son, Brian, as well as all of 
her siblings, sisters Bridget, 
Peggy, Kathleen, Sr. Mary 

Agatha, Nancy, and brothers, 
Michael and Patrick. Nora 

enjoyed many trips 
“home” to Ireland 
over the years to 
visit her siblings, 
nieces, and neph-
ews. Many of them 
made the journey 
to visit her in the 
States as well.

Nora spent her 
final four years living at the 
Payn Home, a not-for-profit 
independent retirement res-
idence in Chatham, NY. She 
thrived in the warm, social, 
family-like atmosphere, es-
pecially enjoying the prox-
imity to Luke, Becca, and her 
great-grandchildren.

A Carrom player, Nora 
spent countless hours at the 
board with her best friend, 
Joyce. They also enjoyed 
playing dominoes and bin-
go with the other residents. 
While deeply feeling the 
loss of Joyce this past sum-
mer, Nora continued to be 
surrounded by love. She 
looked forward to regular 
phone conversations with 
her cousin Peggy Flammer of 
New Jersey until two weeks 
before her passing.

The family wishes to ex-
tend their deepest gratitude 
to the staff at Payn Home—
particularly Jessica, Dina, 
and Mandy—who treated 
Nora like a cherished fam-
ily member. We are also 
profoundly grateful to the 
nurses, CNAs, and staff at 
Noble Horizons for the ten-
der care they provided in her 
final days.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Send obituaries to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com



Remembering George and Anne Phillips’ 
Edgewood restaurant in Amenia

Agnes Martin at Dia:Beacon

Artist Alissa 
DeGregorio 
brings her work 
to Roxbury and 
New Milford

Falls Village 
exhibit honors 
life and work 
of Priscilla 
Belcher 
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By Joe Brennan

With the recent death of 
George Phillips at 100, locals 
are remembering the Edge-
wood Restaurant, the Amenia 
supper club he and his wife, 
Anne Phillips, owned and op-
erated together for more than 
two decades.

At the Edgewood, there 
were Delmonico steaks George 
carved in the basement, lobster 
tails from an infrared cooker, 
local trout from the stream out-
side the door, and a folded pa-
per cup of butter, with heaping 
bowls of family-style potatoes 
and vegetables, plus a shot glass 
of crème de menthe to calm 
the stomach when the modest 
check arrived after dessert.

It began as a former gas 
station and tavern called The 
Narrows, on the road to Sha-
ron, around a switchback east 
of Troutbeck. It became a road-
house restaurant for weddings, 
bar mitzvahs, proms, gradua-
tions, birthdays and holidays 
with relatives. At Easter, New 
Year’s and Christmas, George 
and Anne served the food free 
— customers only paid for 
drinks as a thank-you for an-
other good year.

It was a di� erent time. Ame-
nia was an isolated dairy farm-
ing community, and two large 
state psychiatric hospitals em-
ployed 4,000 potential diners. 
People needed a friendly neigh-
borhood restaurant run by a lo-
cal couple who knew everybody. 
They o� ered special-occasion 
favorites: fried chicken, meat-
loaf, sliced turkey with gravy, 
pork chops from nearby farms, 
and fresh white bread baked at 
4 a.m. by George.

There was no maître d’. 

By Robin Roraback

A visit to Alissa DeGregorio 
Art, the website of the artist 
and designer, reveals the 

multiple talents she possesses.  
Tabs for design, commissions, print 

club, and classes still reveal only part 
of her work.  On the design page are 
examples of graphic and book design, 
including book covers illustrated by 
DeGregorio, along with samples of li-
censed products such as coloring pages 
and lunch boxes, and examples of prop 
design she has done for � lm.  

The commissions tab includes sam-

By Robin Roraback

Priscilla Belcher, a Canaan resident 
who was known for her community 
involvement and willingness to speak 
out, will be featured in a posthumous 
exhibition at the ArtWall at the Hunt 
Library from April 25 through May 15.

An opening reception will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on April 25. The show 
will commemorate her life and work 
and will include watercolors and etch-
ings. Belcher died in November 2025 
at the age of 95.

Christian Allyn, a close friend, said 
Belcher largely kept her creative work 
private. “Priscilla was a very private 
person. She kept her painting and 
writings to herself and only a few close 
family members,” he said, noting that 
she was self-taught.

After Belcher su� ered a fall in 2024, 
Allyn and her neighbor, Gail Sinclair, 
prepared her home for her return. 
“During this process is when Gail and 

Waitresses, many still teenag-
ers, greeted guests and helped 
them � nd a table. Cloth napkins 
and sturdy white plates sat in 
a knotty pine dining room that 
felt more like a family home 
than a formal restaurant. 
Large tables down the center 
accommodated families. George 
and Anne fed the sta�  before 
opening, and everyone ate the 
same meals served to custom-
ers. Everything was homemade 
classics of the 1950s and ’60s: 
cold shrimp and cocktail sauce, 
stu� ed mushrooms, veal parme-
san, King crab, clams and oys-
ters on the half shell, chopped 
hamburger steak, French onion 
soup, fried chicken and pump-
kin pie.

George was a tough but fair 
boss with a quirky sense of hu-

mor. Former employee Kevin 
Rooney, who worked there as a 
teenager, recalled being served 
a hot fudge sundae on a swel-
tering day — only to discover 
the “ice cream” was Crisco. Re-
venge came later in the form 
of a Coke spiked with Tabasco 
sauce.

George also kept a series of 
German shepherds — Rinny, 
Schultz and Dooley — named 
after a Jonathan Winters rou-
tine featuring talking beer 
steins. The dogs were locked 
inside at night for security. Tony 
Robert, another former employ-
ee, remembered coming in one 
day to � nd Schultz with the seat 
of someone’s pants in her jaws. 
When kids tried to sneak into 
a dance through the bathroom 
window after the � re marshal CONTINUED ON PAGE B2 CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

CONTINUED ON PAGE B2

CONTINUED ON PAGE B4
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The Edgewood Restaurant, a beloved Amenia roadside restaurant run by George 
and Anne Phillips, pictured during its peak years in the 1950s and ’60s.
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had closed the overcrowded 
place, George put Rinny in the 
restroom. Problem solved.

Anne also ran a no-nonsense 
operation. She marked liquor 
bottles at night so no one would 
sneak a drink, though the clean-
up crew found ways around it, 
sipping the blackberry liquer 
instead. Along with cooking and 
baking everything from scratch, 
she raised their children in a life 
closely tied to the restaurant. 
The bus dropped their daugh-
ters o�  there after school, and 
one recalled doing homework 
while the family spent more 
time in the restaurant than in 
their nearby home.

After 23 years of long hours 
— often more than 100 a week 

our
community

PHOTO BY AGNES FOHN 

Alissa DeGregorio, a New 
Milford -based artist and 

designer, has pieces on display 
at Mine Hill Distillery.

By D.H. Callahan

At Dia:Beacon, simplicity 
commands attention. 

On Saturday, April 4, the 
venerated modern art museum 
— located at 3 Beekman St. in 
Beacon, NY — opened an exhi-
bition of works by the middle- 
to late-20th-century minimalist 
artist Agnes Martin. 

Martin, the Canadian-born 
New York and New Mexico resi-
dent who died in 2004, made the 
kind of ambiguous abstract art 
that inspires countless imitators 
and interpreters.

At � rst glance, most of the 
pieces in the new show, “Paint-
ing Is Not the Act of Painting,” 
(on display until June 22) are 
variations on simple lines and 
grids painstakingly applied by 
the artist’s own hand using paint 
and pencil.

Despite their relative sim-
plicity, it took Martin years 
of rejecting her own artwork 
to reach this level of pure ab-
straction. She would often take 
knives to paintings she didn’t 
like, literally slashing work that 
didn’t live up to her expecta-
tions. It wasn’t until she was in 
her 50s that she began making 

the work she would become 
known for.

That evolution is re� ected in 
the exhibition’s 24 works.

Dia:Beacon seems like a per-
fect place for them. The muse-
um is a monument to simplici-
ty. Even the most complicated 
pieces are abstractions in their 
own ways. A straight, unpaint-
ed plywood wall with diagonal 
backing by Donald Judd sug-
gests a room under construc-
tion. Michael Heizer’s singular 
ovoid boulder embedded into a 

gallery wall strikes unease into 
visitors.

Martin’s pieces feel at home 
here. In the context of such vi-
sual, if not conceptual, simplic-
ity, her art seems louder than 
it might in almost any other 
setting. Faint blue and peach 
stripes gain vibrancy when 
compared with the all-white 
canvases of Robert Ryman or 
the large gray mirrors of Ger-
hard Richter, both a few rooms 
away. By comparison, the visibly 
human-drawn lines of pencil or 

etched-out paint seem almost 
complicated, and technically 
masterful.

It’s enough to make you 
ponder the name of the exhi-
bition, “Painting Is Not the 
Act of Painting,” pulled from 
a quote by Martin: “Painting 
is not making paintings; it is a 
development of awareness. And 
with this awareness, your work 
changes, but very slowly.”

In a world where studio as-
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comeback win over O’Brien Tech
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ples of her pet and house por-
traits, as well as a new endeav-
or: wedding bouquet portraits.

“I love painting flowers and 
it’s a great way to forever pre-
serve such an iconic part of a 
bride’s special day,” she said. 

A shopping tab offers paint-
ings, prints, and calendars for 
purchase.  

Other tabs highlight the 
classes she teaches at the New 
Milford Public Library and an-
other new venture:

“I’m starting a print club 
called ‘Root & Wing’. Each 
month, I’ll release an animal - 
or plant-themed – painting as 
a mailable 5-by-7 print with 
an accompanying information 
sheet, meditation and herbal 
recipe. People can purchase just 
one month or subscribe for the 
year,” DeGregorio explained.  

DeGregorio considered a ca-
reer in music.  “My dad was a 
musician, always playing trum-
pet, piano, guitar or saxophone. 
As a teenager, I took quickly to 
the guitar and began writing my 
own songs, performing on my 
own and with a band. I thought 
music would be my path until 
my mid-twenties, when my fo-
cus switched to art.”

She recalls a childhood sur-
rounded by art. “My mom was 
also an artist, creating detailed 
pen-and-ink drawings. Artist 
was the first thing I knew I 

wanted to be when I grew up 
and it was never discouraged. 
As a little kid, I would draw 
beside her, sculpt with home-
made play doh, craft, crochet 
or paint.”

After graduating from high 
school in New Fairfield, Conn., 
and attending Naropa Univer-
sity in Colorado to pursue fine 
arts and Buddhism for a time, 
she returned to Connecticut to 
finish her degree at Western 
Connecticut 
State Univer-
sity. “When I 
was close to 
completing an 
illustration BA, 
a professor en-
couraged me to 
stay the extra 
year and dou-
ble major in graphic design.”  
She said the extra time gave her 
“a strong foundation in design 
and storytelling. Experience 
in so many different creative 
fields has guided my practice 
and allowed me to pursue many 
avenues of art-making.”

Her mother, besides being an 
artist herself, runs Storybook 
Arts, an agency representing 
children’s book illustrators. De-
Gregorio has sometimes helped 
out. “I’ve always loved children’s 
illustration; there’s nothing bet-
ter than a beautifully illustrated 
story. I had an insider’s eye to 

the nuts and bolts of the illus-
tration business early on, and 
that taught me about pricing, 
contracts, the illustration pro-
cess and also how to be business 
savvy but kind.”

DeGregorio likes working 
with authors who self-publish.  
She has done this both as a 
designer and an agent. “When 
I’m designing a book, I’m also 
the bridge between artist and 
author, the final step that pulls 

everything to-
gether. A good 
agent not only 
keeps track of 
timelines and 
contracts but 
is a supportive 
and encourag-
ing ally to the 
artists they 

represent.”  
An interesting aspect of 

her many talents is creating 
props. “I’ve done some prop 
work for TV and movies, such 
as handwritten lyric sheets for 
the upcoming Michael movie, 
or document and book props 
for Stranger Things. Those are 
fun for the wow factor!” she ex-
plained. 

Of the classes she teaches, 
she said, “Teaching is enjoyable 
in that I’m helping to inspire 
people to have confidence in 
their own creativity. Watch-
ing students leave my classes 

feeling more joyful is its own 
reward.” 

“I’ve been teaching adult 
painting classes at the New 
Milford Public Library for 
about four years now. I recent-
ly taught a series focusing on 
painting emotions. We talked 
about what the emotion meant 
to us, and how to represent 
that visually. For kids, I try to 
focus on process art and skill 
building through an activity, 
like designing a mythical map 
or board game, or Herve Tul-
let-style workshops.” DeGrego-
rio has several classes ongoing 
through the summer.  

DeGregorio’s paintings are 
on display at Mine Hill Distillery 
in Roxbury, with an artist recep-
tion on May 2 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Her husband’s band, Gumbo, 
will play at the reception.

From May 15 to 17, DeGrego-
rio will be at Goat Days in New 
Milford, where she will have art 
for sale.  

To find out more about Alis-
sa DeGregorio Art and all that 
she offers, go to alissadegrego-
rio.com.  A link to sign up for 
classes is also available on the 
site. 

DeGregorio feels fortunate 
to have followed a path to being 
an artist. “I love it all and can’t 
believe some of the things I’ve 
gotten to do. I look forward to 
what the future may hold.”

Crescendo’s 
'Stepping 
Into Song' 
blends Jewish, 
Argentine 
traditions

MUSIC

PHOTO BY LYDIA DOWNS

Hunt Library in Falls Village will present a commemorative show of 
paintings and etchings by the late Priscilla Belcher of Falls Village.

By Ruth Epstein

The sounds of Argentine tango and 
Jewish folk traditions will collide in a 
rare cross-cultural performance April 
25 and 26, when Berkshire’s Crescendo 
presents the choral program “Stepping 
Into Song.”

Christine Gevert, Crescendo’s found-
ing artistic director, described the con-
cert as “a world-class, diverse cultural 
experience” pairing “A Jewish Cantata” 
with Martin Palmeri’s “Misa a Buenos 
Aires.”

For Gevert, who was raised in Chile, 
the program fulfills a passion for bring-
ing Latin American music to the region.

Palmeri will travel to the Berkshires 
to conduct and accompany his own 
works in collaboration with Gevert. 
Born in Buenos Aires, he is not only 
a composer but also a conductor and 
pianist known for integrating tango 
rhythms into classical choral and or-
chestral forms.

Billed as the biggest concert of Cre-
scendo’s season, “It is not your tradi-
tional choral concert,” Gevert said, de-
scribing it as monumental. “The two 
main works on the program are a fusion 
of sacred, traditional choral music and 
the dramatic, pulsating rhythms and 
lush harmonies of Argentine tango. ‘A 
Jewish Cantata’ is a unique new work 
that merges Yiddish and Hebrew folk 
songs with traditional choral writing 
and Piazzolla-style tango.”

The messages presented go beyond 
current political ideologies, she said, 
and are instead universal. She said she 
commissioned the work to honor her 
roots and connect to Jewish people.

The performances will feature the 
Crescendo Chorus, the Manchester 
Community College Chorus, and Mex-
ican-born soloist Nadia Aguilar, a so-
prano, scholar and educator. 

The two main instrumental soloists 
are Argentine bandoneon player Ro-
dolfo Marcelo Zanetti and Alexander 
Kollias, principal clarinetist with the 
Hartford Independent Chamber Or-
chestra. 

An ensemble of strings led by New 
York City-based Brazilian violinist Ed-
son Scheid, along with piano performed 
by both Palmeri and Gevert, will pro-
vide the instrumental accompaniment. 
Palmeri and Gevert will share the con-
ductor’s podium.

Gevert formed Crescendo in 2003 
to bring high-level choral music to a 
region that lacked the offerings found 
in larger urban areas. The group com-
bines 20 to 30 chamber chorus mem-
bers with a strong pool of paid profes-
sional musicians.

“Stepping Into Song” will take place 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, April 25, at Trinity 
Church, 484 Lime Rock Road, Lakev-
ille, and at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 26, at 
Saint James Place, 352 Main St., Great 
Barrington. Tickets and workshop reg-
istration are available at crescendo-
music.org.

Crescendo’s concerts are partially 
funded by support from the Connecti-
cut State Department of Economic and 
Community Development, WMNR Fine 
Arts Radio and NBT Bank.

When I’m designing a book, 
I’m also the bridge between 
artist and author, the final 
step that pulls everything 

together.
ALISSA DEGREGORIO
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I began to uncover the volumes 
of art that Priscilla did through-
out her life,” he said.

Belcher was born in 1930 
in the Huntsville section of 
Canaan, the youngest of 10 
children. Her family struggled 
during the Great Depression. 
“She could remember the entire 
family splitting one cabbage for 
dinner,” Allyn said. Her father 
died when she was nine.

She graduated from Lee H. 
Kellogg School, when it was 
still located at the Hunt Library 
building, and went on to gradu-
ate from Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School (HVRHS).  
She married John Belcher, 
foster son of local landowner 
Dorothy Haven, and moved in 
1952 to a house in South Canaan 
that Haven gave them, near the 
South Canaan Meeting house, 
the “Little Red House.” 

Years later, Belcher sold 
the home to help cover legal 
expenses for her neighbor, 
Peter Reilly, who was wrongly 
accused of killing his mother 
while a student at HVRHS in 
the 1970s. 

Allyn described Belcher as 
part of a generation shaped by 
hardship. “Priscilla was one of 
the last living examples of the 
greatest generation,” he said. 
“Through that struggle, her 
tenacity and character were 
formed, which helped shape 

Canaan and the wider region 
into what it is today.” 

He added that her advocacy 
ranged from pushing for pollu-
tion controls at the Falls Village 
landfill to calling for reforms in 
Region One schools. “Her will-
ingness to put her house up to 
pay for Peter Reilly’s legal ex-
penses, consistent advocacy of 
pollution controls … and reform 

to Region One in 2010 led this 
area into a far better place,” he 
said.

Belcher worked as a book-
keeper for the Lakeville Journal 
and Geer Nursing. After 1978, 
she devoted her time to garden-
ing, documenting local history, 
refinishing furniture, attending 
town meetings, supporting peo-
ple in recovery, and developing 
her painting and writing. 

“She had a very hard life and 
often upset other people while 
she was intending to do good,” 

Allyn said. He recalled a con-
versation near the end of her 
life: “She said to me in her last 
days, ‘You know, I think I went 
a little too far with what I did 
in Falls Village,’” referring to 
her outspokenness. He added 
that after reflecting, “her entire 
outlook changed.” 

The opening reception will 
be a celebration of Priscilla 
Belcher’s life, art, and legacy. 
All are welcome.   

For more information visit 
www.huntlibrary.org/art-wallAdvertise in Compass

Advertising in Compass reaches readers on both 
sides of the state line — effectively. Call 860-435-9873 
or email advertising@lakevillejournal.com today!
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Salisbury Rotary brings Derby  
race-day flair to Noble Horizons  
for community fundraiser

Treats, tricks and training that sticks

6 smart tips for training a new puppy or dog

COMMUNITY

LIFESTYLE

PHOTO PROVIDED

Salisbury Rotary Club President Bill Pond 
and his wife, Beth, dressed for the occasion 
during last year’s Kentucky Derby Social. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Dr. Gary Richter, 
America’s Favorite Vet, 
blends conventional 
and holistic care.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

George Phillips bakes fresh bread in the early 
morning hours at the Edgewood Restaurant.

By Debra A. Aleksinas

SALISBURY — As mil-
lions tune in to the Kentucky 
Derby at Churchill Downs on 
May 2, a spirited local tra-
dition unfolds in Salisbury, 
where the pageantry, fash-
ion and excitement of race 
day are recreated — with a 
community purpose.

For the past six years in 
the Community Room at No-
ble Horizons, all eyes turn to 
the big screen as the crowd 
settles in, drinks in hand and 
anticipation building. Wom-
en in elaborate Derby hats — 
bursting with oversized silk 
flowers, feathers and playful 
cutouts — mingle with men 
dressed for the occasion in 
crisp jackets and bow ties, 
fedoras and the occasional 
red rose on a lapel.

As post time nears, the 
room quiets, then hums 
with nervous energy. When 
the horn finally sounds, the 
crowd erupts. The next two 
minutes determine which 
thoroughbred will be cere-
moniously draped in a blan-
ket of roses.

“They definitely take it to 
heart,” said Salisbury Rotary 
Club President Bill Pond of 
the local revelers. “It’s just 
tile and bricks here, but 
when they’re waiting for that 
horn to go off, it feels like the 
real thing in Kentucky.”

The club’s annual Ken-
tucky Derby Social has 
become the Rotary Club’s 
signature fundraiser, blend-
ing high-spirited fun with a 
deeper purpose: supporting 

By Gary Richter, MS, DVM

Bringing home a new 
puppy or newly adopted dog 
is exciting, but it can also 
feel overwhelming once the 
training begins. 

The good news is that 
training does not have to be 
complicated. Here are six of 
the best techniques to keep 
in mind when training a new 
puppy or dog:

1. Be consistent from day 
one.

Dogs learn best when 
the rules stay the same. If 
one person allows jumping 
on the couch and another 
corrects it, your dog will 
get mixed messages. The 
same goes for feeding rou-
tines, potty breaks and com-
mands. Keep your language 
simple and consistent.

2. Reward the behavior 
you want right away.

Timing is everything in 
dog training. If your pup-
py sits when asked, comes 
when called or goes to the 
bathroom outside, reward 
that behavior immediately 
so they can connect the ac-
tion with the outcome. 

3. Keep training sessions 
short and manageable.

With puppies, attention 
spans are limited. Training 
for too long can lead to frus-
tration for both the dog and 
the owner. Instead of one 
long session, aim for a few 
short sessions throughout 
the day. 

4. Focus on routines be-
fore perfection.

One of the biggest mis-
takes new dog owners make 
is expecting too much too 
soon. Before worrying about 
perfect obedience, focus on 
building a strong routine. 

... Edgewood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

you want, consult a qualified 
trainer or behaviorist.

When looking for the 
right trainer or veterinary 
behaviorist, ask whether 
they follow LIMA (least 
invasive, minimally aver-
sive) principles. Resources 
for positive reinforcement 
trainers include the Inter-
national Association of An-
imal Behavior Consultants 
(IABC), the Certification 
Council for Professional 
Dog Trainers (CCPDT), the 
Academy for Dog Trainers 
and the American Veteri-
nary Society of Animal Be-
havior (AVSAB).

Dr. Gary Richter, named 
America’s Favorite Vet by the 
American Veterinary Medical 
Foundation, is a veterinary 
acupuncturist, chiropractor 
and founder of Ultimate Pet 
Nutrition. He is the owner and 
medical director of Montclair 
Veterinary Hospital.

neighbors across the North-
west Corner.

Proceeds from the event 
support local food banks, 
student scholarships, back-
packs and clothing for back-
to-school programs, as well 
as nonprofit groups serving 
residents in need.

Between sponsorships, a 
silent and live auction, tick-
et sales and monetary do-
nations, the organization is 
hoping to raise about $6,000 
this year.

“Rotary members volun-
teer their time, and all the 
money raised goes back to 
the community,” said Pond, 
who is also the administra-
tor at Noble Horizons Senior 
Community, which  provides 
the event space, food and re-
freshments.

Over the past several 
years, said Rotary treasur-

er Susan Dickinson, the 
organization has donated 
more than $50,000 locally 
— helping stock food pan-
try shelves, support families 
preparing for the school year 
and provide scholarships to 
area students.

“All the money raised 
comes from local people, so 
it goes back into the commu-
nity. We try to help those that 
are most in need,” said Pond. 
“Everybody’s hurting.”

Planning for the event 
starts many months in ad-
vance.

 “A lot of time and effort 
goes into it,” Dickinson said 
of the volunteers who take 
care of the many details, 
from soliciting donations 
and sponsorships, to plan-
ning the menu, selling tick-
ets, creating the gift baskets 
and transforming the com-

munity room into a festive, 
Derby-worthy space.

On a recent weekday in 
April, while planning was in 
full swing, Dickinson noted 
that Fran Chapell, the club’s 
secretary, was busy assem-
bling donated items into 
themed gift baskets for the 
silent auction, a highlight 
of the evening’s fundraising 
efforts.

There is one element to 
the Salisbury social, howev-
er, that consistently steals 
the show.

“It’s all about the hats,” 
said Pond. “Women show up 
in hats with gigantic pink or 
red flowers and all kinds of 
decorations on them.”

 Gentlemen, too, often 
dress to the nines. “There’s 
a gentleman who wears an 
authentic suit that somebody 
at the track would wear. It’s 
a lot of fun.” 

Organizers are optimistic 
this year’s Derby social will 
draw a minimum of 100 at-
tendees. “Last year’s turnout 
was closer to 75,” Dickinson 
said, citing competition from 
other local events on that 
same day.

But if the energy inside 
Noble Horizons is any indi-
cation, the crowd will once 
again rise to its feet when 
the starting horn sounds — 
proving that even miles from 
Churchill Downs, the spirit of 
the Derby, and the generosity 
behind it, runs just as strong.

For details and tickets, 
email salisburyctrotary@
gmail.com or call 860-671-
1676 or 860-671-1415
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At The Movies

T H E  R E  I N S T I T U T E

1395 Boston Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY 12546 
518-567-5359

Open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1pm to 4pm

www.TheReInstitute.com

AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician
SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

Sun. 4/26 @ 1:00 PM
Thu. 4/30 @ 7:00 PM

NT Live

ALL MY SONS
by ARTHUR MILLER

Directed by 
IVO VAN HOVE

Starring 
Bryan Cranston 

Marianne Jean-Baptiste 
Paapa Essiedu

FRI 04/24 > THU 04/30

 PROJECT HAIL MARY

 THE CHRISTOPHERS

 I SWEAR

 MIRROIRS No.3

— George began stepping 
back, at times closing the 
restaurant to recover. He 
later moved into real es-
tate and Anne opened a 
successful craft store.

George sold the place 
in 1972. At one point, it 
became a lively beer joint 
and concert venue, featur-
ing local bands, such as 
Random Concept, Little 
Village and Good Friend 
Coyote. When New York 
lowered its drinking age 
to 18 — while it remained 
21 just across the state 
line — it drew crowds 
from Connecticut. Locals 
called them “Connecticut 
Rags,” kids with fancy cars 
who came to dance, drink 
and sometimes fight, rock-
ing the floors so hard they 
bounced like a trampoline 
and shook dust from the 
rafters.

At closing time, they 
had to dodge police wait-
ing across the state line. 
Sometimes Jack Rooney, 
Kevin’s father and the 
bartender, drove them 
home. One morning, Bet-
ty Rooney got a call from 
a worried mother asking if 
her son was there. “If he’s 
wearing red tennis shoes,” 
she said, “he’s asleep on 
my front lawn.”

The Edgewood also 
drew actors from the 
Sharon Playhouse and 
notable visitors, including 
Paul Newman, Cole Porter 
and even Supreme Court 
justices. George showed 
silent movies on a sheet 
in the dining room, and 

guests could dance to the 
Les Schulman Orches-
tra or to George and his 
brothers, who had their 
own band.

It served as a gather-
ing place for groups such 
as the Eastern Artificial 
Insemination Coopera-
tive and for events like 
the Knights of Columbus 
Communion breakfast. 
Families marked mile-
stones there — including 
one that celebrated five 
birthdays at a Palm Sun-
day brunch in 1970.

Christmas dinner cost 
$3 and included stuffed 
olives, roast pig, prime 
rib, Virginia ham, deep-
sea scallops, Long Island 
duck, creamed onions and, 
of course, crème de men-
the parfait. On New Year’s 
Eve 1959, dinner was $15 a 
couple — $7.50 each for all 
the champagne you could 
drink.

The venue came to an 
end when the building 
burned to the ground in 
1985.

The building is gone, 
but not the memories — 
the laughter, the music, 
the meals, and George 
carving steaks by hand. 
He lived a century, but the 
Edgewood, for those who 
knew it, was timeless.

Next time you’re driv-
ing to Sharon and pass 
the empty, weedy lot with 
a rusty electric meter, 
imagine calling George’s 
old number to make a res-
ervation for a place that 
lives on in memory.

Regular mealtimes, walks, 
potty breaks, playtime and 
rest all help create struc-
ture. That structure lays 
the groundwork for better 
behavior because dogs feel 
more secure when they 
know what to expect. 

5. Correct gently and re-

direct quickly.
Training is not about 

punishing mistakes; it is 
about helping your dog 
make better choices. If your 
puppy starts chewing on a 
shoe, redirect them to an ap-
propriate chew toy. If they 
start jumping, ask for a dif-
ferent behavior, like sitting. 
Calm redirection teaches 
much more effectively than 
harsh reactions.

Training a new puppy or 
dog takes patience, but it is 
also one of the best invest-
ments you can make in your 
pet’s long-term well-being. 
With consistency, positive 
reinforcement and realis-
tic expectations, families 
can make training feel less 
stressful and more reward-
ing.

6. When in doubt, seek 
expert help.

All dogs are trainable giv-
en the right technique. If you 
are unclear how to proceed 
or are not getting the results 
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Policy Potluck: Benefiting 

Birds and People
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
6 to 7:30 p.m.

Overview of federal legisla-
tion supporting bird habitat 
and public health, with dis-
cussion led by Audubon staff 
at Sharon Audubon Center. 
Free; ages 16+. Preregistra-
tion required. Info: 860-364-
0520 (ext. 115).
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Salisbury Forum: America 

at 250, with Special 
Emphasis on the 
Proposition That All Men 
Are Created Equal
The Hotchkiss School, 
Lakeville, Conn.
Talk by Akhil Reed Amar, 
Sterling Professor of Law 
and Political Science at 
Yale University, at 7:30 p.m. 
Complimentary copies of his 
book “Born Equal: Remak-
ing America’s Constitution, 
1840–1920” will be available. 
Free admission.

Spring Arts and Fine Crafts 
Show
Merwinsville Hotel, 1 Browns 
Forge Road, Gaylordsville, 
Conn.
The ninth annual Spring Arts 
and Fine Crafts Show will 
be held over two weekends, 
April 17-19 and April 24-26, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day at the historic Merwins-
ville Hotel. More than 90 local 
artists and artisans will offer 
work for sale, including glass, 
photography, jewelry, sculp-
ture, fiber arts, woodwork, 
pottery and paintings. Live 
artist demonstrations will be 
held Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. A suggested $3 do-
nation is requested; children 
under 10 and members are 
admitted free.

Celebration of Poetry
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
3:30 p.m.

An afternoon of poetry read-
ing and sharing in honor of 
National Poetry Month. Com-
munity members of all ages 
are invited to read their own 
work or favorite poems, or 
to listen. Features poems by 
Kellogg student poets from 
a workshop led by Mark 
Gozonsky. Refreshments 
served; no registration re-
quired.

Cybersecurity with Pam 
Doran
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper 
Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org
12:30 p.m.

Learn how to stay safe on-
line, avoid scams and pro-
tect personal data with tech 
educator Pam Doran. Lunch 
served; registration required 
at hotchkisslibrary.org.

The Grace Note Open Mic 
Night
The Grace Note @ Stissing 
Center, 2950 Church St., 
Pine Plains, N.Y.
7:30 p.m.

Stissing Center hosts its first 
Open Mic Night for music, 
spoken word, comedy and 
more. All ages and experi-
ence levels welcome. Hosted 
by local duo Roger & Lenny. 
thestissingcenter.org

Happy Hour Piano Series 
with Isabella Mendes
American Mural Project, 90 
Whiting Street, Winsted, 
Conn.
5 to 7 p.m.

Live piano performance 
blending Brazilian and jazz 
styles in AMP’s gallery space. 
$8 advance.
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Exhibition Opening 

Reception: Independence 
Revisited
Sharon Historical Society 
& Museum, 18 Main St., 
Sharon, Conn.
Cocktail reception 5 to 7 
p.m. and opening of a new 
exhibition exploring Sharon 
in 1776, 1876 and 1976, launch-
ing a six-month program for 
the nation’s 250th. Free and 
open to the public.

3rd Annual Community 
Read Aloud
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper 
Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org
Celebrate National Library 
Week by joining a commu-
nity read-aloud of “Johnny 
Tremaine” by Esther Forbes. 
Sign up for 10-minute reading 
slot or drop in to listen from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. register at 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.com

Repair Cafe
NorthEast Millerton Library 
Annex, 28 Century Blvd., 
Millerton, N.Y.
Free repair cafe from 11am to 
3pm. Repairs limited to two 
items per person. Five knives 
count as one item.

Better Habitat for Birds: 
Volunteer Workday
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
April 25

1 to 3 p.m.

Help remove invasive plants 
and restore habitat at Sharon 
Audubon Center. Volunteers 
will assist with early spring 
removal of species such as 
bittersweet and multiflora 
rose. Ages 10+. No experience 
necessary; tools provided. 
Register online. Info: 860-
364-0520 (ext. 115).

Vulnerable Earth: Climate 
Change in the High 
Arctic
Tremaine Gallery, The 
Hotchkiss School, 11 
Interlaken Road, Lakeville, 
Conn.
Opening reception for an ex-
hibition exploring the Arctic 
and climate change through 
works by Arctic Circle resi-
dency artists. On view April 
21 to June 14. Reception 4 to 
6 p.m.

Stepping into Song: Choral 
Sounds of Latin America
April 25 at Trinity Church 
in Lakeville, Conn. and April 
26 at Saint James Place in 
Great Barrington, Mass.
April 25 at Trinity Church in 
Lakeville at 7 p.m. April 26 at 
Saint James Place in Great 
Barrington at 4 p.m.

Crescendo presents Martín 
Palmeri’s “Misatango” and 
the U.S. premiere of “Jü-
dische Kantate,” blending 
tango rhythms with choral 
tradition. Featuring Cre-
scendo Chorus, soprano 
Nadia Aguilar and guest 
instrumentalists at Trinity 
Church. Tickets at crescen-
domusic.org

Open Daffodil Viewing 
Weekend
Innisfree Garden, 362 Tyrrel 
Road, Millbrook, N.Y.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Celebrate spring among 
thousands of blooming heir-
loom daffodils throughout the 
garden landscape. Admission 
required; pre-registration 
recommended.

15th Annual Hotchkiss 
Film Festival
Walker Auditorium, The 
Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, 
Conn.
7 p.m.

Student filmmakers from 
around the world present 
original short films in a jur-
ied program judged by alum-
ni Brian Ryu and Luke Gar-
diner, with awards for Grand 
Jury, Best Cinematography 
and Best Story.

AROUND THE REGION The Lakeville Journal  •  Thursday, April 23, 2026  •  Page B4

Tri-Corner Calendar

Oblong Books 
in Millerton will 
mark Independent 
Bookstore Day on 
Saturday, April 
25, joining more 
than 1,600 stores 
nationwide. The 
all-day event 
features signed 
books, exclusive 
merchandise and 
a drop-in, browse-
at-your-leisure 
atmosphere. Free; 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m

Items appear as space permits.  
Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Birding for Beginners
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
10 a.m.to noon

Introductory birding work-
shop with classroom and 
outdoor instruction at Sha-
ron Audubon Center. $20/
participant; ages 16+. Pre-
registration required. Info: 
860-364-0520 (ext. 115).

Spring Migration Bird Walk
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
7 to 8:30 a.m.

Guided walk through Miles 
Wildlife Sanctuary to ob-
serve migrating birds and 
learn identification basics. 
$15/adult, $5/youth (8+). Pre-
registration required. Info: 
860-364-0520 (ext. 115).

Adam Gopnik’s New York
Mahaiwe Performing Arts 
Center, 14 Castle St., Great 
Barrington, Mass.
7 p.m.

One-man show by writer and 
humorist Adam Gopnik, of-
fering stories and reflections 
on New York life, produced 
by Steve Martin and James 
L. Nederlander. Tickets $40; 
discounts available for mem-
bers and patrons age 30 and 
under. tickets at mahaiwe.org

National Independent 
Bookstore Day
Oblong Books, Millerton, N.Y.
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Celebrate Independent Book-
store Day with exclusive 
signed books, merchandise 
and more.

Free; oblongbooks.com

Millbrook Arts Group 
Winter Concert Series: 
Musicians of Ma’alwyck
Millbrook Library, 3 Friendly 
Lane, Millbrook, N.Y.
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

A chamber music perfor-
mance by the ensemble Mu-
sicians of Ma’alwyck, known 
for historically informed pro-
grams. Pre-show reception at 
4:30 p.m.; concert from 5 to 
6:30 p.m.

Millbrook Repair Café
Millbrook Library, 3 Friendly 
Lane, Millbrook, N.Y.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Bring broken household 
items for repair or advice 
from volunteer coaches, plus 
knife sharpening, bike main-
tenance demonstrations and 
recycling.

Hudson Valley Puppet Slam
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.
7:30 p.m.

The 2nd Annual Puppet 
Slam features bold, inventive 
short acts blending humor, 
surprise, and imagination. 
Adults only. thestissingcen-
ter.org

Watercolor Floral 
Workshop
Le Jardin, 3300 Route 343, 
Amenia, N.Y.
11 a.m.

Hands-on workshop led by 
Dorit and Romane combining 
floral arranging and water-
color painting. All materials 
provided; participants leave 
with a finished piece. No ex-
perience necessary; space 
limited. lejardinflowerfarm.
com

... Agnes Martin
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

PHOTOS BY D.H. CALLAHAN  

Minimalist works by Agnes Martin 
on display at Dia:Beacon.

Subtle grids and softly layered lines by 
Agnes Martin draw the eye at Dia:Beacon

sistants and fabricators 
contribute to the output 
of many artists, Martin 
relished the act of paint-
ing. She painted nearly 
every day of her adult 
life. For her, the process 
was an integral part of the 
work, and it’s hard to look 
at these pieces without 
appreciating her hand.

This repetitive study is 
also demonstrated across 
the hall in a gallery dedi-
cated to a single work by 
Andy Warhol. The piece, 
“Shadows,” is a study of 
variations on a single sub-
ject. Warhol took photos 
of shadows in his office 
and, using a silkscreen 
process, painted them 102 

times on identically sized 
canvases.

Walking into the room, 
it may seem like the same 
image repeated. On closer 
inspection, the canvases 
vary widely in color and 
composition. The work 
suggests that repetition 
can produce unexpected 
forms. 

Agnes Martin has be-
come enshrined as one 
of the leaders of the min-
imalist movement of the 
1960s and ’70s. Her work 
and artistic philosophies 
have inspired countless 
admirers. This exhibition 
displays a selection of im-
portant pieces from near-
ly 50 years of practice.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Egyptian bull-god
 5. Romanian monetary 

unit
 8. Will Ferrell holiday � lm
 11. “It Ain’t Half Hot 

Mum” actor
 13. Error-related 

negativity
 14. Volcanic crater
 15. Boston Herald 

columnist Margery
 16. True market value
 17. Italian term for 

exchange rate
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Men’s fashion accessory
 21. Children’s cra�  supply
 22. Extra bene� ts
 25. In an early way
 30. A judge has one
 31. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 32. Tractor unit
 33. Defunct 

supercomputer 
developer

 38. Promotional materials
 41. A forgetful state
 43. One who beheads
 45. Photographers
 48. Small, rich sponge cake
 49. Clergy’s vestment
 50. Expressed pleasure
 55. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 56. Zero
 57. Ancient Greek word 

for “earless”
 59. Nigerian governmental 

area
 60. Mild expression of 

surprise
 61. Places to hang things
 62. Keyboard key
 63. Make a mistake
 64. One-time president of 

Republic of Korea

CLUES DOWN
 1. Bridge building degree
 2. Expression of sorrow or 

pity
 3. Large, stocky lizard
 4. Romanian river
 5. Communication
 6. Stoats
 7. Showcases
 8. Bird of prey
 9. King of � ebes
 10. Cleaving tool
 12. Large African antelope

 14. � ree are particularly 
notable

 19. Meet one’s needs
 23. C. European river
 24. Dictator
 25. Indicates how much out 

of 100 (abbr.)
 26. � e 17th letter of the 

Greek alphabet
 27. Consume food
 28. Woman (French)
 29. Scrape a surface
 34. Green vegetable
 35. Paci� c Standard Time
 36. Capital of Brazilian city
 37. Paddle 
 39. Cause to become insane
 40. Drier and � akier
 41. Mimic
 42. ESPN personality Kimes
 44. One who moves slowly
 45. Secret political clique
 46. Behind the stern of a 

ship

April 16 Solution

April 16 Solution

Sudoku

 47. Supernatural force
 48. Sanctuary
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. Engrave by coating
 54. North Carolina 

university
 58. Midway between south 

and southeast

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org



Foley hits two homers in Housy’s comeback win over O’Brien Tech
By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE – 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School’s varsity baseball 
team battled back to win 6-4 
over O’Brien Technical High 
School Wednesday, April 15.

It was the home opener 
for HVRHS. Anthony Foley 
sent a pair of home runs over 
the fence, one in the third in-
ning and one in the fourth, 
to help the Mountaineers 
claim the lead. Before the 
game, HVRHS Coach Bob-
by Chatfield encouraged his 
team to “play with an im-
mense amount of energy.” 

The weather was muggy 
at Ed Kirby Field in Falls 
Village – about 79 degrees 
and sunny when the umpire 
yelled “play ball.”

Carson Riva got the start 
for HVRHS. The junior 
pitched four innings with five 
strikeouts and five walks. He 
gave up four hits and four 
runs.

O’Brien went ahead ear-
ly, courtesy of a solo home 
run by first baseman Bruno 
Lombardo in the first in-
ning. HVRHS responded 
in the bottom of the second 
with a groundout by Abram 
Kirshner that brought in Wy-
att Bayer.

O’Brien got back on top 
with a big third inning in 
which the Condors scored 
three runs: Bruno Lombar-

do hit an RBI double, Bro-
dy Lombardo brought him 
home with a sacrifice fly and 
then O’Brien scored on an 
error, bringing the game to 
4-1.

During the bottom of the 
third, Foley hit a two-run 
home run. Then Riva got on 
base and was sent home by 
Bayer to tie it up at 4-4.

Foley put the Mountain-
eers ahead in the fourth in-
ning with another two-run 
home run -- a deep shot to 
left field. The O’Brien dugout 
remarked, “this field is too 
small for him.”

Owen Riemer took over 
for Riva on the mound and 
pitched the final three in-
nings. He threw three strike-
outs and gave up no runs to 
end the game 6-4.

O’Brien’s Emil Smith 
pitched the full game for the 
Condors. He struck out two 
batters and walked one while 
surrendering 11 hits. On of-
fense, Bruno Lombardo had 
a big game hitting 4-for-4 
with a home run and three 
doubles.

HVRHS collected 11 hits 
as a team. In addition to Fo-
ley’s home runs, Riemer hit 
3-for-4. Chris Race hit 3-for-
4 and Bayer, Riva and Wes 
Allyn each got one hit for the 
Mountaineers. 

The result improved 
HVRHS’s season record to 
2-2 and O’Brien fell to 0-4.

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Chris Race makes the out at second.

Housy celebrates Foley’s HR.Owen Riemer pitching.
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Real Estate

To view all the news and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 

News each week, go to our websites at 
lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.

com

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds
HELP WANTED

JAY’S LAWN CARE IS HIR-
ING FULL AND PART-
TIME:lawn maintenance 
employees. Experience 
operating Scag mowing 
equipment and ability to 
drive truck and trailer is 
needed. Salary dependent 
on experience. Call 860-
824-0053 to schedule an 
interview.

THE TOWN OF CORNWALL 
IS HIRING LIFEGUARDS: 
and Water Safety Instructors 
for the 2026 season at Ham-
mond Beach. For more infor-
mation or to apply, contact 
Jane Hall, Beach Director, 
at Hbeach@cornwallct.gov.

TOWN OF CORNWALL HIR-
ING: The Town of Cornwall 
has a fulltime job opening 
for Highway Department 
Maintainer. For more details 
and to apply, contact first 
Selectmen’s office 860-
672-4959.

WYANTENUCK COUNTRY 
CLUB IS SEEKING STAFF 
FOR THE 2026 SEASON: 
Want to work in a beautiful 
setting with a great team? 
Full and Part-Time employ-
ment available. Positions 
Available: Bartenders, Dish-
washers, Line Cooks, Wait-
staff. Please email: brandon 
@wyantenuck.org or call 
413-528-0350.

WYANTENUCK COUNTRY 
CLUB SEEKS A SOUS CHEF: 
Benefits Available. Work in a 
beautiful setting with a 
great team. Please email: 
brandon@wyantenuck.org 
or call 413-528-0350.

TOWN OF SHARON HELP 
WANTED: Land Use Ad-
ministrator - Full-time, salary 
range of $57,020-$71,275, 
depending on experience, 
plus benefits (some starting 
after one year). Responsible 
for coordinating,managing, 
and processing all proposals 
for land development in 
the town. Qualifications: 
High school diploma or 
GED (Associates Degree 
Preferred) with 4 years in-
creasingly responsible work 
experience preferably in 
administrative work, public 
contact, field of land use and 
municipal government, or 
any equivalent combination 
and experience. For full job 
description, see the Town 
of Sharon Website (sha-
ronct.gov) or contact the 
Selectmen’s Office at 860-
364-5789. Applications and 
resumes are to be received 
in the Selectmen’s Office, P. 
O. Box 385, Sharon, CT 06069 
by 4:00PM May 8, 2026. The 
Town of Sharon is an equal 
opportunity employer.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SHARON HELP 

WANTED: Building Official 
- Full-time, salary range of 
$72,000-$90,000, depend-
ing on experience, plus 
benefits (starting after one 
year). Responsible for ad-
ministering and enforcing 
the State of CT Building 
Code in the town. Qualifica-
tions: Associates Degree or 
Advanced Technical Courses 
related to building con-
struction and/or design and 
over five years increasingly 
responsible experience in 
supervising the construc-
tion or design of buildings or 
any equivalent combination 
of education, training and 
experience to meet the State 
Certification requirements. 
Required to have or obtain 
State Certified Building 
Official License. For full job 
description, see the Town of 
Sharon Website (sharonct 
.gov) or contact the Select-
men’s  Office at 860-364-
5789. Applications and 
resumes are to be received 
in the Selectmen’s Office, P. 
O. Box 385, Sharon, CT 06069 
by 4:00PM May 8, 2026. The 
Town of Sharon is an equal 
opportunity employer.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SHARON HELP 

WANTED: Fire Marshal 
- Part-time, salary range 
of $20,000-$25,000, de-
pending on experience. 
Responsible for the fire code 
enforcement, fire investiga-
tion, inspections, permitting 
and public safety education 
in the town. Qualifications: 
Associates Degree or Ad-
vanced Technical Courses, 
and over five years increas-
ingly responsible experi-
ence in a fire department 
or related inspection expe-
rience. Required to have or 
obtain State Fire Marshal 
Certification. For full job 
description, see the Town 
of Sharon Website (sharonct 
.gov) or contact the Select-
men’s Office at 860-364-
5789. Applications and 
resumes are to be received 
in the Selectmen’s Office, P. 
O. Box 385, Sharon, CT 06069 
by 4:00 PM May 8, 2026. The 
Town of Sharon is an equal 
opportunity employer.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

GARDENING: Spring and Fall 
Cleanup and Stone W alls. 
845-444-4492.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY LAND-
S C A P I N G  A N D  CO N -
STRUCTION LLC: Fully in-
sured. Renovation, decking, 
painting; interior exterior, 
mowing lawn, garden, stone 
wall, patio, tree work, clean 
gutters, mowing fields. 845-
636-3212.

HIGHLY SKILLED CARE-
TAKER/GARDENER: Avail-
able. Mature, experienced 
manager of estates and 
small farms seeks a position 
with housing on a local 
property in Sharon-Lakev-
ille-Salisbury area. Extensive 
background in horticul-
ture-able to operate all types 
of machinery. Well versed in 
all aspects of building and 
property maintenance and 
care. Able to work without 
supervision-honest and 
reliable. Please call Martin 
at 646- 599-0773. Thanks.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity.  
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination  
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or

JAY’S LAWN CARE
IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR  

EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPER

Well established lawn / landscape 
business seeking a full-time, experienced 
landscaper. Ability to run landscaping & 
tree removal equipment; excavator, skid-
steer, tractor, brush-chipper, chainsaw, 
as well as snow removal equipment. 

Valid Driver’s License is necessary.  
Salary dependent on experience.

Call 860-824-0053  
to schedule an interview.

 

BARN & PROPERTY HANDS WANTED 

______________________________________ 

• ASSIST WITH FEEDING HORSES 
• CLEANING OF BARN AREAS 
• RELATED PADDOCK CHORES 
• GENERAL PROPERTY CARE 

 
FULL-TIME, HOURLY POSITION 

KNOWLEDGE & HANDLING OF HORSES PREFERRED 
USE OF PROPERTY EQUIPMENT (SNOWPLOW/KUBOTA RANGERS/WATER TANK) 

* OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN * 
 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO ARRANGE AN INTERVIEW 
CAR AND VALID DRIVER'S LICENSE REQUIRED 

MUST HAVE TAX ID OR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

 
SHARON/KENT LOCATION: 
CONTACT EMAIL:  SHARONFARMS.OPERATIONS@GMAIL.COM 
 

Leaders in the athletic 
equipment repair and 

supply industry. Est 1948

    61 Church Street Canaan CT 06018

NOW HIRING
FULL TIME & PART TIME 

Great Hours! 7:00AM-3:25PM
Range of Benefits 
Competitive Pay
POSITIONS OPEN:

• DATA ENTRY
• ASSEMBLY & DISASSEMBLY
• INVENTORY CHECK IN
• DECORATION DEPT
• WAREHOUSE
• SPRAY PAINTER

HOW TO APPLY 
*Call 800-708-0059

* Email HR@stadium-system.com
* Apply In Person

REAL ESTATE
::causing to be made, printed 

or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale 
or:rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful  source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

GORGEOUS 1300 SQ FT 2 
BEDROOM APARTMENT: 
on Main St. in Sheffield 
MA. Vaulted ceilings power 
skylights marble bathroom 
with jacuzzi tub cherry oak 
and tile floors rear deck. 
$2700 per month includes 
heat electric and high speed 
internet. Call 413-429-7477.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

MT RIGA LAKEFRONT CAB-
IN: Private beach, canoe, 
kayaks, fishing $1,275 / 
Week 585-355-5245.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

MILLERTON, RURAL, NEW-
LY RENOVATED HOUSE:2 
bedroom, split air heat/a/c 
system, dishwasher,decks, 
views, pets considered. 
$2800 plus utilities. Call 
518-567-8277.

RENTALS 
WANTED

SINGLE WOMAN, NO PETS, 
NON-SMOKER LOOKING: 
for a small seasonal rental, 
June-September. Must be 
affordable, furnished. 646-
334-7645.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FOR NATURE LOVERS: AN ECONOMICAL LAND SITE WITH NATURE BOG. IDEAL  
FOR JUST A SEASONAL SPOT (CAMPING?) TO SEE ITS NATURE. OR, BUILD A HOME 

AND ENJOY THE ‘JOYS’ OF NATURE.  WANT A REMOTE LOT? See #2, AND CALL.

4-5 acres ‘declared’ to be a BOG; balance available for building a 
nature’s outlook, or full time home. Flat where buildable. Includes 
an installed underground power hookup into the site.  Selective 
clearing involve.  Subject complying with town regulations.   
New perc tests required.  Offered at $110,000.

10 ACRES, rural, high setting with GREAT views, a mountain 
stream, pond site, and quiet. BROKER owned.

LAND PARCEL7+ ACRES OF LAND LAND PARCEL
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FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Landscaping/Excavation

Landscaping/Excavation

Painting

Garden Design

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
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INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION

CHIK’S PAINTING
“Quality work at its best”

Interior/ Exterior
Carpentry/ Remodeling
Powerwashing
Drywall & Taping
Popcorn Removal
Wallpaper Hanging & Removal

Over 40 years experience
Fully insured • Local references
Credit Cards Accepted

860-484-9127      HIC0673003

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

mattslandscapingct.com
(860) 824-1188

244 Rt 7 South Falls Village CT 06031

Native Meadow Installation & Maintenance•Garden Design  
Invasive Species Removal•Habitat Restoration•Plant Health Care

(860)824-1188
meadows@mattslandscapingct.com
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