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The Great Country Mutt Show drew a record crowd of dogs and

their owners Sunday, June 7.

Little Guild’s Great
Country Mutt Show
draws record crowd

By Jennifer Almquist

SALISBURY - Sunshine, laugh-
ter and hundreds of wagging tails
filled Lime Rock Park Sunday,
June 7, for The Great Country
Mutt Show, an annual fundraiser
for the Little Guild animal shelter
located in West Cornwall. Atten-
dance more than doubled from last

year, with approximately 1,500 peo-
ple turning out for the free event
alongside their four-legged com-
panions.

“This year’s Great Country Mutt
Show was the most successful in
the event’s history,” said Jenny
Langendoerfer, executive direc-

See MUTT SHOW, Page B1

Man drowns after kayak
overturns in North Canaan

By Aly Morrissey

NORTH CANAAN - A man
drowned Saturday afternoon, June 6,
after a kayak overturned in a private
pond near 324 Norfolk Rd. behind
Freund’s Farm Market and Bakery.

Wilian Alexander Campos
Vazquez, 25, of Guatemala, was pro-
nounced dead on the scene after he
was recovered from the pond and
life-saving efforts were unsuccessful.

He was the sole occupant of the
kayak, officials said. A preliminary
investigation revealed he was pad-
dling a kayak on the small farm
pond by himself when his vessel
capsized.

DEEP Environmental Conser-
vation Police (EnCon) responded
along with North Canaan emergen-
cy responders, Life Star and Con-
necticut State Police Troop B.

A Lifestar helicopter was seen

landing in the area near the Lone
Oak Campsites in East Canaan,
though it did not land on the
campground property, according
to employee Jean Goodall. She said
the helicopter was visible from the
campground.

DEEP Environmental Conserva-
tion Police are leading the investi-
gation, which is ongoing. The Office
of the Chief Medical Examiner was
notified and is assisting.

LaBonne’s unveils expansion
plans with new blueprints

By Alec Linden

SALISBURY - Expan-
sion may be on the horizon
for LaBonne’s Market, Salis-
bury’s only grocery store, as
preliminary plans call for a
4,700-square-foot addition
that would create more retail
space, add employee facili-
ties and reconfigure parking
around the downtown prop-
erty to add more spots.

During a meeting with
the Economic Development
Committee on May 21, Rob-
ert LaBonne Jr., the current
president and CEO of the four
LaBonne’s Markets locations
across the state, outlined con-
ceptual plans for an addition
on the east side of the build-
ing.

According to a blueprint he
shared with the group, the regis-

ters would be relocated to the new
addition, creating room for longer

Affordable home project in Sharon
could break ground this summer

By Alec Linden

SHARON - Construction of a
new affordable home at 160 Silver
Lake Shores Rd. could begin this
summer after the Sharon Housing
Trust secured up to $420,000 in fi-
nancing and grant money to move
forward with the project.

The funding package, an-
nounced May 22, includes a mort-
gage commitment of up to $270,000

91421700011

“We want to be able to provide affordable housing in

whichever way there’s demand for it.”
Sharon Housing Trust President Richard Baumann

for construction financing from
Capital for Change — a Connecticut
Community Development Finan-
cial Institution - and an additional
$150,000 grant sponsored by the
state Department of Housing.

The home, which was designed
by Cornwall architect Christine
Gray last year, will be a single-fam-
ily three-bedroom home in the
Mudge Pond-adjacent neighbor-

hood. It is expected to sell between
$250,000 and $275,000.

“Sharon and the towns around us
are in a desperate affordable hous-
ing crunch,” said Sharon Housing
Trust President Richard Baumann.
“We want to be able to provide af-
fordable housing in whichever way
there’s demand for it

See HOUSING, Page A12
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LaBonne’s Market is considering an expansion that would reor-
ganize the flow of traffic on Academy Street in Salisbury.

grocery aisles within the existing
store. The plans also include an
expanded produce section, a café
space, a second-floor area for staff
facilities and a loading and stor-
age area on the north side of the
expansion.

LaBonne Jr. said the store has
simply outgrown its current foot-
print of just over 43,000-square-
feet. “It’s the smallest sales space of
the four,” he said, the others being
located in Watertown, Woodbury
and Prospect, “and in the summer
it does the most business.”

In order for the expansion to
move forward, the Academy Street
corridor would be overhauled.
Currently, Academy Street is a
small street that provides access
to the grocery store, the used
bookstore Johnnycake Books, a
guest house, and several private
residences.

As presented in the expansion
plans, the street would essentially
be the center of a parking lot com-
prised of the current LaBonne’s
parking on the west side of Acade-

my Street, another plot on the east
side and a third area to the north of
the building, with auxiliary spaces
on another parcel at the end of the
street that are currently used as
overflow for the store.

The conceptual plans, de-
veloped by SLR Consulting of
Cheshire, Connecticut, would
create a total of about 90 park-
ing spaces across a series of plots
owned by the Market Place of
Salisbury, a decades-old private
shareholder group that LaBonne’s
leases the land from. While most
of the land is already owned by
the Market Place, some of the pro-
posed parking area lies on land
currently owned by the town. One
parcel currently houses an occu-
pied affordable home rental, which
LaBonne noted would have to be
replaced elsewhere if it is removed
as the plan proposes.

LaBonne Jr. noted that the plans
come after years of deliberation
with the town on how to proceed,

See LABONNE’S, Page A12
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members of our board are
offering an urgent
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Online This Week

Sights and sounds

from The Great Country Mutt Show
Take a behind-the-scenes look at the Northwest
Corner's most dog-friendly day. Watch online at

lakevillejournal.com.

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

The following information
was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. All
suspects are considered inno-
cent until proven guilty in a
court of law.

Construction zone side
swipe

On the morning of June
4, just before 11 a.m., an un-
known vehicle traveling north
on Salmon Kill Road in Salis-
bury was passing a construc-
tion zone near the intersec-
tion with Trotta Lane when
it sideswiped a town-owned
GMC Sierra parked within
the construction pattern. The
vehicle and its driver had left
the scene by the time troopers
arrived, and the investigation
remains open. Anyone with
information regarding the
incident is requested to con-
tact Trooper Kathleen Begley
at Kathleen.Begley@ct.gov
or via the Troop B barracks
phone line, 860-626-1820.

Neighborhood fender
bender

On the evening of June 4,
Carol Overby, 75, of North
Canaan was attempting to
merge onto West Main Street
at the intersection with Foote
Road in North Canaan, but
did not see a GMC Canyon
SLT oncoming. She collided
with the vehicle, driven by
Joshua Reeve, 28, of North
Canaan, giving functional
damage to both his vehicle
and her own Volvo V70 GLT.
Neither driver was injured,
and both vehicles were driven
from the scene. Overby was
issued an infraction for fail-
ure to grant right of way at a
junction of highway.

The Lakeville Journal
will publish the outcome of
police charges. Send mail to
PO. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT
06039, Attn: Police Blotter,
or send to editor@lakeville
journal.com.

Revolutionary-era
music program kicks off
summer concert series

FALLS VILLAGE - The
David M. Hunt Library and
Falls Village Recreation
Commission will launch
their summer concert series
with “Connecticut Tunes
and Tales of the Revolution”
on Friday, June 26, at 6 p.m.
on the library lawn.

Musician and storyteller
Kent Besocke will present
an hour-long program ex-
ploring Connecticut’s role
in the American Revolution

through music, folklore and
historical stories, accom-
panied by acoustic guitar,
banjo and mandolin. At-
tendees are encouraged to
bring chairs, blankets and
refreshments.

The series will continue
with Berkshire Resilience
Brass Band on July 24 and
the third annual Communi-
ty Talent Show/Open Mic on
Aug. 28. All programs begin
at 6 p.m. at the library.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Amenia Sips & Sweets
fundraiser set for June 13

AMENIA — The Ame-
nia Free Library is gearing
up for its Sips & Sweets
fundraiser.

The fundraiser is set for
Saturday, June 13, from 6
to 8 p.m. at the library on
Route 343.

Tickets cost $30 per
person and are available

for sale at the library prior
to the event or at the door
the night of. The cover
price includes drinks,
food and two raffle tickets.
The fundraiser is lim-
ited to adults 21 and over.
The Amenia Free Li-
brary is located at 3309
Route 343 in Amenia.

Think Local: We Do
Local Matters

Please visit lakevillejournal.com/donate
to give a donation of any size.

The Lakeville Journal = The Millerton News

Regional

Falls Village rejects folk dancers,

considers natural burials

By Christian Murray

FALLS VILLAGE — The
Board of Selectmen voted
June 8 to deny a request to
allow a group of folk danc-
ers to perform in town this
summer, citing concerns over
disruptive behavior at previ-
ous gatherings. The board
also discussed a proposal that
could allow natural burials —
in which bodies are buried
without vaults or standard
caskets — in Falls Village
cemeteries.

The request by the dance
group sought to revive a
longstanding tradition that
brought Morris dancers,
performers of a traditional
English folk dance, back to
the center of town each year.

Robin Cockerline, a Salis-
bury resident who wrote a let-
ter advocating for the dance
group, said Morris dancers
had visited Falls Village for
at least 40 years before the
tradition ended following the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
death of longtime organizer
John Dexter and what she

described as rowdy behavior
at a previous performance.

In the letter, Cockerline
asked the town to permit a
small group of dancers to
perform in Falls Village in
August. Historically as many
as two dozen dancers partic-
ipated.

Cockerline wrote that
the visiting group would be
smaller than in years past and
had assured organizers that
previous problems would not
be repeated.

First Selectman Dave
Barger said he had spoken
with several residents who
live in the center of town and
found strong opposition to
allowing the dancers back.

“Based on what happened
in the past, they are not happy
with it, and they do have a
real legitimate fear that it will
happen again,” Barger said.

Selectman Judy Jacobs
agreed, saying there had
been issues on more than one
occasion. The board unani-
mously denied the request.

Barger, after the meeting,
said that participants at past

Morris events had been seen
urinating and defecating
on private property, leaving
trash behind and disrupting
residents.

“There was one family hav-
ing a cookout with friends,
and there was screaming and
yelling [in the street],” Barg-
er said, noting one of many
disruptions.

Town reviews natural
burial policy

In other business, the
board discussed whether to
allow natural burials in Falls
Village’s cemeteries. They are
currently not permitted.

The discussion was
prompted by a recent inquiry
from a resident interested in
purchasing a cemetery plot
for a natural burial, accord-
ing to Town Sexton Tracey
Wilson.

Wilson told the board that
Connecticut law allows mu-
nicipalities to decide wheth-
er natural, or “green,” burials
may take place in cemeteries
they own. Unlike traditional
burials, natural burials do not
use embalming fluids or buri-

al vaults and instead rely on
biodegradable caskets, such
as pine or cardboard, or buri-
al shrouds.

“They’re becoming more
and more common, and peo-
ple are seeking cemeteries
that allow natural burials,”
Wilson said.

Wilson said Falls Village
could operate as a hybrid
cemetery system, allowing
traditional burials, cremation
burials and natural burials
within the same cemetery.
Such an arrangement would
allow family members who
choose different burial meth-
ods to remain buried togeth-
er while also giving residents
another burial option.

The board initially consid-
ered approving such burials
but instead voted to have
Wilson develop guidelines
outlining how the practice
would be implemented be-
fore taking formal action.

The policy would estab-
lish what qualifies as a natural
burial and set standards for
burials conducted in town
cemeteries.

Sharon median home price climbs to $762,500

By Christine Bates

SHARON - Prices for sin-
gle-family homes in Sharon,
excluding condos, continued
to rise, reaching a 12-month
trailing median sales price of
$762,500 for the period end-
ing May 31, 2026. That is the
highest 12-month median
price since September 2024,
though it remains below the
all-time high of $880,000
reached in August 2024.

The latest median rep-
resents a 33% increase from
the $575,000 recorded for the
12 months ending May 31,
2025, and an 18% increase
from the $647,500 recorded
for the comparable period
ending May 31, 2024.

Despite the rise in prices,
sales activity remained rela-
tively stable. A total of 42 sin-
gle-family homes sold during
the 12 months ending May
31, 2026, compared with 41
sales during the same period
ayear earlier and 38 sales two
years ago.

As of June 6, there were
16 residential properties list-
ed for sale in Sharon — 15
single-family homes and one
condominium — compared
with 11 a month earlier. Even
s0, Sharon remained a sell-
er’s market, particularly at
the lower end. Eleven of the
listings were priced above $1
million, while just four were
listed below the town’s me-
dian sale price of $762,500.

Ten parcels of land are
listed for sale on MLS with
only one parcel smaller than
five acres.

Summer rentals are still
available, ranging from
$6,000 a month to $25,000
for the season with only one
unfurnished year-round, two
bedroom apartment available
for $2,300.

Transfers

338 Calkinstown Road - 5
bedroom/5.5 bath mansion
on 35.74 acres transferred on
May 1 by Jason Semmel and
Sylena Goodman to North-
ern Land Preservation for
$5,750,000

Douglas Road Lot 290

Correction

In the May 27 issue in the
article about the Pop-Up fix-
it event at the Salisbury Con-
gregational Church held on
May 23, fixer Rob Buccino’s
name was spelled incorrectly.

and Bartram Road Lot 323
- Two vacant .08-acre parcels
transferred on May 6, 2026,
by Eric Klinger to Silver Pond
LLC for $25,000

45 Herrick Road - 2
bedroom/2 bath home plus
1 bathroom studio on 3.65
acres transferred on May 6,
2026, by Dennis Asher LLC
to Anna and Andrew Andri-
uk for $700,000

59 Cornwall Bridge Road
-3 bedroom/3 bath home on
3.24 acres transferred on May
6, 2026, by Trustees Lindley
Kirksey, Ridgely Straka, and
Nathaniel Young of Allen
Young Revocable Trust to
Virginia Liberatore and Ste-

YOUR

NEWS

ven Simon for $1,175,000

86 Cornwall Bridge - 3
bedroom/1 bath Cape Cod
house built in 1950 on .75
acres transferred on May
18, 2026, by Daniel George
to Pace Home Buyers LLC
for $300,000

86 Upper Main Street —
Property adjacent to 84 Up-
per Main Street transferred
on May 26, 2026, by David
Larkin to Brendan and Rox-
anne Lee for $27,000

12 Silver Hill Road - 3
bedroom/2.5 bath contem-
porary home on 3 acres
transferred on May 29, 2026,
by John North and Guiller-
mo Torres to George Ernest

Stay informed
lakevillejournal.com

Wallace and Elizabeth Anne
Houson Wallace for $895,000
* Town of Sharon real
estate transfers recorded be-
tween May 1, 2026, and May
31, 2026, provided by Sharon
Town Clerk. Transfers with-
out consideration are not
included. Current market
listings from Smart MLS and
market statistics from Info-
sparks. Note that recorded
transfers may lag sales by a
number of days. Compiled by
Christine Bates, Real Estate
Salesperson with William Pitt
Sotheby’s International Realty,
Licensed in CT and NY.
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Sharon BOE opts into Region
One survey, releases new
favorability data

By Aly Morrissey

SHARON - The Sha-
ron Board of Education
voted unanimously June
8 to participate in Region
One’s organizational study,
a year-long effort aimed at
evaluating the district’s K-8
structure and exploring op-
tions to ensure long-term
educational quality, equity
and fiscal sustainability.

To date, Cornwall, Falls
Village, Sharon and Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High
School have agreed to par-
ticipate, and no schools
have opted out.

Region One superinten-
dent Melony Brady-Shan-
ley said the district has not
conducted a comprehen-

sive organizational study
in roughly a decade and
described the effort as an
information-gathering
process rather than a plan
for immediate change.
The study will take place
during the 2026-27 school
year, with progress reports
scheduled for October, Feb-
ruary and May before the
final findings are presented
in June.

The study will examine
a broad range of topics,
including enrollment and
demographic trends, ed-
ucational programming,
staffing, transportation,
finances, facilities, gover-
nance structures and com-
munity impacts.

Brady-Shanley faced

questions from the board
about why she and Region
One Business Manager Sam
Herrick plan to conduct the
study in-house, rather than
hiring outside consultants.

“We are a very unique
district,” she said, adding
that the learning curve an
outside consultant would
face would waste time and
money when she believes
they have well-qualified
resources in-house. She
added the pair will rely on
existing district data and
draw from outside exper-
tise when needed.

Board member Pam
Carlson questioned wheth-
er the project was realistic
given the administrators’
existing responsibilities,

New Sharon Land Use
Director to begin July 1

By Alec Linden

SHARON - Nichole
“Nikki” Blass of Sharon
will take over as Land Use
Administrator on July 1,
following the retirement
of longtime town employ-
ee Jamie Casey. Blass is a
seven-year veteran of the
Land Use Office and also
serves as the second lieu-
tenant and secretary for
Sharon Ambulance.

Casey said Blass’ experi-
ence working as the Office’s
assistant has set her up well
to succeed in the role.

The Land Use Admin-
istrator is the town’s zon-
ing enforcement officer,
responsible for handling
all applications related to
construction, development
and landscape alterations
and issuing citations when
zoning code is broken. It is
a paid role that is appoint-
ed by the First Selectman.

“To me, she was the
only choice for the job,”
Casey said. “She knows the
town inside and out, and
she grew up here. That’s
important, too”

Blass’s appointment
was announced during the
Board of Selectmen’s May
26 meeting. In previous
weeks, selectmen inter-
viewed Blass and another
candidate for the position.

Blass said she was
first introduced to Casey
and the Land Use Office
through her involvement
with Sharon Ambulance.
She was initially hired to
handle filing duties but
quickly took on addition-
al responsibilities as the
workload increased during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“When Covid hit, we
were so inundated with
projects and work that I
just jumped in,” Blass said,
saying that she and Casey
worked naturally together.
“It was sink or swim?”

Blass said when she
takes office in July, she
plans to focus on organi-
zation to support several
large-scale projects that are
ongoing or pending review.
Those include the devel-
opment of an office facility
for Jasper Johns-affiliated
nonprofit Low Road Foun-
dation and a controversial
housing development on
Hospital Hill Road which
is currently facing litiga-
tion from neighbors.

PHOTO PROVIDED

In July, Nikki Blass, right, will take over as Sharon’s
Land Use Administrator when Jamie Casey retires
after more than three decades in Town Hall.

She said replacing Ca-
sey will be a challenge. Still,
she said her time working
in the office with Casey
has prepared her well for
the flexibility and depth
of knowledge the position
requires.

“Every situation that
comes through the door
is not the same as the one
that was before it,” Blass
said. “Being able to han-
dle that kind of thing is the
most valuable lesson she
could have taught me.”

Blass is stepping into a
complex role, Casey said,
“but I know she’s more
than capable of doing it

Plus, “she’s a Sharon
girl)” Casey said.

Meanwhile the Select-
men have been conduct-
ing interviews to replace
Stanley MacMillan Jr., the
town’s building inspector
and fire marshal of three
decades, who is also re-
tiring at the end of the
month. No hire had been
announced as of June 4.
Town Hall is also seeking
to hire a replacement for
Blass’ current position to
assist both the Land Use
Administrator and Build-
ing Inspector, and will be
soliciting candidates this
month.

FALLS VILLAGE, CT
SUNDAY, JUNE 21 | 3:00 PM

Euclid Quartet

Works by Johannes BRAHMS,
Florence PRICE,
and Robert PATERSON

Tickets $50-65 | $30 for Student /
Teacher / Veteran / 19-40 y.o.

Free Under 19 y.o.

(860) 824-7126 and musicmountain.org

saying it “does not seem
doable”

Brady-Shanley said the
study will be one of her pri-
mary goals for the coming
year and she is confident
the district has the expertise
to complete it internally.

Favorability rises among
parents, students

The board also reviewed
preliminary results from
Sharon Center School’s
latest “School Culture and
Climate Survey”

The initial data — which
is still being analyzed -
measured general favor-
ability among parents,
teachers, and students.
Opverall parent favorability
rose from 68% to 77% over
the past two years. Student
favorability among grades
3-5 increased from 63%
to 85%, while grades 6-8
climbed from 44% to 73%.
Staff favorability declined
from 71% to 64%.

Principal Carol Tom-
kalski said the data will be
reviewed more extensively
to draw conclusions, but
noted that this year’s ac-
tion plan focused heavily
on strengthening students’
sense of belonging, which
could have contributed to
the positive results.

“To actually see that our
results have jumped to that
extent is just indicative of
the efforts that our school
culture and climate team
and all the staff have been
working on,” Tomkalski
said.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Layne Beman (left), Gunnar Begley (middle)
and Nathan MacMillan are recognized for
building chess tables that will serve future stu-

dents.

SCS graduates leave lasting
legacy with handmade
chess tables

By Aly Morrissey

SHARON - Three
Sharon Center School
eighth graders were
recognized by the
Board of Education
June 8 for creating a
new class legacy proj-
ect.

The students built
three wooden chess
tables that have been
placed in the school’s
new  Leadership
Lounge, where stu-
dents from different
grade levels can gather
and play.

Principal Carol
Tombkalski praised the
trio for launching what
she hopes will become

a tradition for future
graduating classes.
"You're paving the
way for a new tradi-
tion for other classes
to follow, so thank
you," Tomkalski said.
The students
signed their names
to the tables, ensuring
they will be remem-
bered by generations
of Sharon Center
School students to
come. Tomkalski said
she hopes to put the
tables to use with a
future chess tourna-
ment, tapping into
a student body that
includes enthusiastic
players as young as
second grade.

RIS

A Distinctive Lifecare Community

“The atrium is a beautiful spotto read, enjoy the plants and
socialize—there’s nearly a party here almost every week.”

— Resident Doug D.

Experience the height
of senior living.

At Meadow Ridge, you can enjoy distinctive features like our stunning three-
story atrium, spacious, elegantly appointed apartment homes, gourmet cuisine,
enriching programs and a vibrant community set on 136 scenic acres.

With the added confidence of Lifecare and more predictable costs for future
care, Meadow Ridge offers a fresh perspective on retirement living.

Schedule your visit.

203-904-2621 | LifeAtMeadowRidge.com

/ Ridge

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care
Sub-Acute Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing

100 Redding Road | Redding, CT 06896

Managed by Benchmark Senior Living
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Susanne Cecilia Berberoglu

SHARON — Susanne
Cecilia Berberoglu, be-
loved wife, moth-

Boston Terriers, whom she
lovingly raised and cared for
over many years.

er, grandmother,
and friend, passed
away peacefully on
May 14 surround-
ed by the love of
her family.

Born on Fe 13,
1951, in New Mil-
ford, Susanne lived
a life filled with

Her home was
always filled with
warmth, laughter,
and the compan-
ionship of the dogs
she adored.
Above all else,
Susanne trea-
sured her family.

warmth, adven-
ture, compassion, and ded-
ication to those she loved.
A graduate of Brookfield
High School, Susanne went
on to work as a travel agent,
a career perfectly suited
to her adventurous spirit
and love of discovering the
world. She especially cher-
ished her travels to Austra-
lia, London, and Hawaii,
creating memories that she
carried throughout her life.
Susanne had a lifelong
passion for antiques and
found joy in collecting and
appreciating beautiful pieces
filled with history and char-
acter. She was also deeply
devoted to her beloved

SHARON — Our be-
loved and greatly respected
Francoise Albertine Kelz of
Sharon passed away peace-
fully on May 17, 2026, at the
age of 103. Born on Sept. 10,
1922 in New York City, she
was the first and only child
to Albertine Durand and
Francois Kelz. She grew up in
New York City and eventually
moved to Scarsdale, New York
in 1926 and finally to Sharon
in 1967. She grew up during
the Depression and upon her
graduation from Scarsdale
High School in 1940, France
had fallen to the Germans
during WW II. D-Day co-
incided with her graduation
from Barnard College in 1944.
These milestones were often
repeated in her love of sto-
rytelling over the years. She
shared countless and amazing
tales as she reminisced about
her life.

Her father’s family was
from Bavaria, Germany and
he was one of nine children.
He and several of his brothers
came to the US by boat and
settled in the Bronx in the
1890’s. He was Maitred at
the Old Ritz Carlton where he
met mother who worked as a
receptionist. Mother was from
Normandy, France where her
family owned a large farm.
Father was also employed at
the Rainbow Room and Savoy
Plaza as well as the famous
21 Club in NYC. Francoise
was a treasure of information
and spoke of the days of pro-
hibition and other fascinating
tales of history. Mother was
an artist and a weaver. She
designed and taught weav-
ing and produced many tap-
estries on her looms passing
this talent along to Francoise
who was also a skilled weaver
and loved to sew, embroider
and knit.

Francoise was strong
willed and possessed a sharp
wit and a wonderful sense
of humor. She learned early
on the value of an education,
especially for girls. Her ma-
ternal grandmother had been
“cheated” out of an education
years ago and so she vowed
to get the best education and
the best opportunities that
she could. And so she did.

She attended Barnard
College in NYC where she
studied Botany. She was the
winner of the Herman Bo-
tanical Prize and graduated

She is survived by
her devoted hus-
band of 54 years, Tayfun
Berberoglu Sr.; her loving
daughter, Jennifer; her son,
Tayfun Berberoglu Jr.; and
her cherished granddaugh-
ters, Faora and Sybella. Her
love, kindness, strength, and
gentle spirit will forever re-
main in the hearts of all who
knew her.

Susanne will be remem-
bered for her caring nature,
adventurous soul, and un-
wavering love for her fam-
ily, friends, and animals.
Her memory will continue
to inspire all whose lives she
touched.

The Kenny Funeral Home
has care of arrangements.

Nicholas Gandolfo Jr.

CANAAN — Nicholas
Gandolfo Jr., 94 of East Ca-
naan passed on

ble causes not just limited to
veterans, he served his com-
munity, for exam-

June 4,2026, after
a courageous bat-
tle with kidney
cancer and CLL
Leukemia.
Nicholas was
born and raised
in East Canaan to
Nicholas Gandolfo

ple, by providing
thanksgiving din-
ners to needy local
families.

Nicholas served
as a volunteer fire-
fighter for the town
of Canaan for 25
years.

He will be re-

Sr. and Marie Zuc-
co Gandolfo both
Italian immigrants, a heri-
tage Nicholas embraced with
pride.

During his youth Nick had
a passion for the outdoors es-
pecially hunting and fishing
which he enjoyed throughout
his lifetime.

Nick served in the Kore-
an war as a Marine. During
his heroic service he received
many medals and citations,-
most notably for saving his
platoon even while sustain-
ing injury himself during the
famed Battle Of The Hook.
Nick showed selfless dedica-
tion to serving the needs of
others. He was involved with
the Marine Corps League
with whom he established a
scholarship fund, the Canaan
Couch Pipa VFW, providing
durable medical equipment
(and Girl scout cookies)to
various VA homes and hospi-
tals including Walter Reed in
Washington. Nick also aided
and assisted in other charita-

Francoise Albertine Kelz

in 1944. In her later years she
referred to the college as the
“Barnyard.” She

bought her home in 1963.
She was so proud to have
purchased her own

would intone this
in a teasing way
but with great
pride and loving
affection. She was
deeply devoted to
Barnard for over
85 year. In 2004,
Francoise received
the Award for Ser-

home and eventu-
ally she moved her
parents in from
Scarsdale. Moth-
er and Francoise
were avid flower
and vegetable gar-
deners and loved to
cook while Father

vice to Barnard at

her 60th Reunion. She held
nearly every position of class
leadership, serving multiple
terms as president, vice pres-
ident and fundraising chair.
With her characteristic gen-
erosity of time, energy and
spirit she spearheaded the
creation of the Class of 1944
Memorial Scholarship Fund
to honor the memory of class-
mates who had passed away
and to continue the link with
future generations of Barnard
students. She also established
the Durand-Kelz Scholarship
Fund, recognizing her mater-
nal grandmother, who was
not given the opportunity to
pursue a college education of
her own.

After Barnard, Francoise
attended Wellesley College
and Columbia College to
obtain her Master’s degree
in Botany. She taught at Co-
lumbia Pharmacy College in
NYC from 1946-1965, and
eventually became chairman
of the Scholarship Committee
at the college.

Francoise began to teach
at Kent School in the Fall of
1965 where she taught Biol-
ogy until her retirement in
1988. Francoise was consid-
ered a pioneer as one of the
first full time female faculty
members and completing an
illustrious career on the Hill
Campus in an ever develop-
ing science department. She
is dearly remembered by her
former colleagues and stu-
dents for her deep love of
science and her tremendous
energy and enthusiasm. She
led a long and distinguished
career as a teacher and never
slowed down after retirement.

Francoise and her moth-
er were very close and they
loved to take long drives off
the beaten paths. On one of
their many trips, Francoise
found and instantly fell in
love with the “story book”
town of Sharon where she

enjoyed long walks
and star gazing.

Once she settled into
her home in Sharon, Fran
brought the same energy and
curiosity into her volunteer
work with the Sharon Histor-
ical Society. She took on the
task of cataloging the Soci-
ety’s textiles, bringing sever-
al microscopes retired from
the biology lab with her. Her
meticulous notes on every
item remain a testament to
her knowledge and patience.
Being an artist, several of her
sketches survive in the col-
lection records. Her dedica-
tion as a volunteer caught the
attention of the SHS Board
and she soon became a Board
member and later served as
President. During Fran’s ten-
ure, SHS hired its first Exec-
utive Director and together
they recognized the histor-
ic Gay Hoyt House needed
an addition to the properly
house the Society’s growing
collection. Funds were raised
and Francoise’s vision was
matched by her generosity.
The addition opened in 2000
complete with a full kitchen
that would serve receptions
and openings that could be
held without any impediment
to hospitality. After her pres-
idency, Francoise continued
to support the Historical So-
ciety by attending openings
and fundraisers and making
frequent visits.

Francoise was also a mem-
ber of the Sharon Garden
Club and served as President
in the 1990’s.

Francoise was a devoted
member of Christ Church
Episcopal and a beloved pa-
rishioner. She held countless
seats on their Vestry over
many decades. She support-
ed all aspects of the church,
including Alter Guild and
generously backed many
projects including the kitch-
en, the steeple and organ res-
torations. She served as pres-
ident of the northwest corner

membered for his
quick wit, and his fiery dis-
position. He was a shameless
flirt who competed with his
pals on who would receive
the most hugs at any social
gathering. With his charm,
he always won.

Nicholas is predeceased by
five brothers and his longtime
partner Marlene Strattman.
He is also predeceased by his
daughter, Karen Gandolfo.

Nicholas leaves behind his
loving daughters and their
partners, his grandchildren
and their partners and his
great grand children. He is
also survived by his only
remaining brother, Robert
Gandolfo, with whom he
greatly valued his love and
support. Nick also leaves be-
hind numerous nieces and
nephews. In his words, he
had a special relationship
with nieces Melissa Gandolfo
and Lynne Gandolfo.

The family wishes to thank
Salisbury Visiting Nurses.

towns’ chapter of Church
Women United and worked
in outreach for Church World
Services. Their women’s min-
istry and children’s programs
feed, educated and provide
community grants around
the world.

After retirement, Fran-
coise traveled extensively.
“I've seen the world!” She
certainly did and she shared
many stories of her adven-
tures.

As her best friend Bonnie
wrote, Francoise never mar-
ried or had children but she
created a “family” through
her generosity, care and kind-
nesses over the years. She was
also a “mother” to so many
of us.

In keeping with her gen-
erous nature, Francoise es-
tablished the C. and E Kelz
Fund through the Berkshire
Taconic Community Foun-
dation, which will continue to
support her most cherished
institutions. Because she has
arranged a planned gift to her
fund, it will become endowed
and her giving will go on after
her lifetime.

As Francoise aged she
never let go of her tremen-
dous energy. She was never
shy about standing behind
projects, fighting for a cause
and always held strong opin-
ions and determination. She
will be deeply missed. May
she rest in peace and rise in
Glory!

Francoise leaves behind
her many friends and neigh-
bors as well as her dear friend
Bonnie Kerr of Arizona, Au-
dra Lewton from Barnard
College and her parish family
from Christ Church Episco-
pal in Sharon. Special thanks
to Dr. David Kurish for his
care over the years and to
the SVNA Home Assistance
Program, especially to her
devoted caregiver and dear
friend Betty Maddock also
known lovingly as “Mama.”

There will be a celebration
of Fran’s life held on Wed.,
June 17 at 10:00 a.m. at Christ
Church Episcopal and fol-
lowed by a reception.

In lieu of flowers, we en-
courage people to send dona-
tions in memory of Francoise
to The Little Guild Animal
Rescue in West Cornwall.
(See website: littleguild.org)
The Kenny Funeral Home has
care of arrangements.

Celebration of Life

Jim Dresser

A Celebration of Jim Dresser’s Life
Saturday, July 18, 12 - 3 p.m. At Hill Acre Camp on Mt.

Riga, Salisbury, CT.

Call Laura Carlson with questions.

Memorial Service

Rafael Porro

SALISBURY — Rafael
Porro passed away on Jan-
uary 6, 2026.

Family and friends are
invited to attend a memo-
rial service in his honor on
Saturday, June 13, 2026, at
11:00 a.m. at St. John’s Epis-

Memorial Service

copal Church, Salisbury.

The family welcomes all
who knew and loved Rafael
to join them in remember-
ing and celebrating his life.

The Kenny Funeral
Home has care of arrange-
ments.

Walter E. DeMelle

LAKEVILLE — Friends are invited to participate in a
memorial service for Walter E. DeMelle on Saturday, June
27 at 2:00 p.m. at The Hotchkiss School Chapel, Lakeville,

Connecticut.

Full obituary at: https://lakevillejournal.com/walter-ear-

le-demelle-jr

Send obituaries
to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com

Worship Services
Week of June 14, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us
860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville
Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at
www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627

The Congregational
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom:
Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

North Canaan

Congregational Church, UCC
Joyfully opening our hearts
and doors to all God's people
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am
www.Facebook.com/
northcanaancongregational
860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,
A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,
30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm
www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

St. John’s Episcopal Church
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson,
Priest-in-Charge
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship
of NW CT
Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, June 14 at 10:30 a.m.
For information, contact Jo Loi
at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

Congregation Beth David
A reform Jewish Synagogue
3344 East Main St., Amenia
SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly « Followed by Oneg
(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon
845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United

Methodist Church
319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,
4 North Street, Norfolk
St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church
Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m.,
Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church
Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church
Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary
ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information,
please call 860-824-7078

Falls Village
Congregational Church
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village
10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour
A Friendly Church with
a warm welcome to all!!
860-824-0194

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House
Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am)
Mission Opportunities
Warm Fellowship following Worship
860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org
Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the
LGBTQ Community

The Sharon United

Methodist Church
112 Upper Main Steet,

North End of Sharon Green
Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care
No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Chapel of All Saints,
Cornwall
Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel
Lower River Road, West Cornwall
in person and on zoom

Warm fellowship following service

All Are Welcome!
www.allsaintscornwall.org

Rev. Mary Gates

The Smithfield

Presbyterian Church
656 Smithfield Valley Rd.
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

St. Thomas
Episcopal Church
40 Leedsville Road
Amenia Union, NY
SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links
845-373-9161
www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

All Saints of America
Orthodox Christian Church
313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.
Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online
Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Promised Land

Baptist Church
29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome!
Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am
Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study
and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685
VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Sharon Congregational
25 Main Street, Sharon, CT
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Visit our website
sharoncongregationalchurch.org
for Sunday services
Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Canaan United

Methodist Church
2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service
2nd & 4th Sunday
“Open Hearts — Open Minds — Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!
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Kate from Baltimore wins ‘Battle
of the Bands’ for third year in a row

By Peter Austin

On Friday, May 22, Housatonic’s
class of 2027 hosted the fourth an-
nual Battle of the Bands, where five
bands across all grades performed
a wide variety of music. Kate from
Baltimore took home first place for
the third consecutive year, and Eliz-
abeth Forbes and Percussion Talk
took a second place finish.

Marathon, headed by sopho-
more Kartel Henry, opened up the
night. This was the band’s first time
at the competition, and Henry’s first
time performing live, although he
has amassed over 1 million listen-
ers on Spotify for his solo project,
COSIGNS. “[Marathon is] going
to start releasing music,” he says.
“I think I can use my platform to
expose Marathon to more people”

Next, freshman Samantha Sil-
vernail and Adrian Dykeman per-
formed for the first time as well. The
pair showed ambition and compo-
sure in front of a large audience,
and look like a formidable group
should they find more Metallica
fans to play covers with next year.

For the third year, Abram Kirsh-
ner’s Blossom returned to the
stages of Housatonic Valley. The
band played two original songs
composed by Kirshner and his
band members, and covered The
Head And The Heart’s “Rivers and
Roads,” featuring Anna Gillette’s
harmonies with Kirshner. “I think
Battle of the Bands really helped
build my confidence on stage,’
Kirshner said. He began playing
music and writing songs less than
two years ago, and is continuing his
music career at college. “It helped
me get used to that sort of pressure”

Defending last year’s title, Kate
from Baltimore played fourth with

PHOTO BY SIMON MARKOW

Members of the bands Kate from Baltimore and Elizabeth Forbes and Percussion Talk enjoy time
on stage together after their performances at Housatonic Valley Regional High School’s “Battle

of the Bands.”

a very talented squad once again.
The band has performed with a few
different musicians over the years,
but has consistently produced some
of the most exciting performances
of the night. “Our band practiced a
lot and we just had a lot of fun to-
gether,” said lead singer Sophia Fitz.
“Even if they don't know if they’re
going into music professionally, it
still lets everyone show off their tal-
ents and lets them practice their
instruments”

This year, the class of 2027 took

PHOTO BY SIMON MARKOW

Adam Hock, left, and Abram Kirshner take a bow after their

performance.

on the role of hosting the annual
event, led by juniors Danny Lesch
and Carmela Egan. “It was Danny
Lesch,” Fitz said. “Look, I mean, he
just blew it out of the park”

However, the night wasn’t all
smooth sailing.

Prior to the show starting, there
were many miscommunications
about when the performances
would actually begin. A school
announcement claimed it began
at 7 p.m., however the organizers
claimed the show would begin
at 6:15 p.m. Ultimately, the show
began around 6:45, with enough
time for all the bands to set up while
ensuring everybody would arrive
in time.

There was also some delibera-
tion about the order that the bands
would play in. Blossom was initially
set to play first, however band order
was determined at a sound check
that Blossom wasn't able to attend.
Feeling as if opening for the third
year in a row, especially as seniors,
was unfair, the band protested, and
eventually resolved to trade with
the newer band Marathon.

With stress creating high ten-
sions in the room, Senior Elizabeth
Forbes stepped up to remind the
bands that, “We're all here for fun,
ok. This is not something to stress
or freak out or get mad at each oth-

Housatonic Valley FFA charts big
wins in spring competitions

By Hannah Johnson

Each spring, FFA students
compete in a variety of career and
leadership development events,
commonly known as CDEs and
LDEs. This year, Housatonic
Valley FFA had over forty stu-
dents compete across ten differ-
ent events, demonstrating their
knowledge and dedication to the
agricultural area of their choice.

On March 24, two Mechanics
teams each consisting of 4 stu-
dents traveled to Cobleskill Col-
lege to show their understanding
of equipment mechanics. Housa-
tonic’s A team took first place in
the state, led by senior Hayden
Bell who was the competition’s top
ranking individual.

Eight weeks later on May 15,
six teams traveled to University
of Connecticut with one securing

first place. Students had a great
time showing their skills within
their designated areas which in-
cluded agricultural sales, veteri-
nary science, dairy judging, nat-
ural resources, farm businesses
management and the winning ag-
ricultural communications team
led by freshman Olivia Simonds
who placed second in the state
individually.

The agricultural sales team,
which has been vigorously pre-
paring for their competition for
months, just fell short of the win
taking home second as a team.
Member Riley Mahaffey led her
team in points. “Being so close to
winning felt so rewarding know-
ing we gave it our all and were so
close,” Mahaffey said. “It made
me want to continue growing in
that area.”

On Saturday, May 30, eight stu-

dents competed in the opening
and closing ceremonies CDE along
with two individuals, Hayden Bell
and Christopher Crane, compet-
ing in prepared public speaking
and Byron Bell competing in ex-
temporaneous public speaking.

The opening and closing cere-
monies team and Crane each took
home first place and will join the
ag communications and mechan-
ics teams at national convention
next fall. “Hearing my name called
as first place made all of the prac-
tice, stress and anticipation worth
it,” Crane said.

Housatonic’s FFA chapter
president Riley Mahaffey praised
the chapter for its students’ ded-
ication. “Seeing so many kids in-
volved in various activities this
year has shown the true strength
and capacity of our chapter,” he
said.

er over, we're all just musicians who
enjoy playing music.”

Elizabeth Forbes and Percussion
Talk played last, covering crowd fa-
vorites including “Iris” by The Goo
Goo Dolls, and ending the night
with the song “Your Toy” from
Forbes’s EP Dear Leo.

As a solo artist, Forbes played
with juniors Jasper Oyanadel, and
first time percussionist Jacob Ro-
bles. “I think we did good,” Oy-
anadel said. “As a band itself we
did great ... Very few practices,
but we definitely picked it up and
we stepped up”

“I thought it was a great experi-
ence,” Forbes said. “Everybody in
the beginning was a little stressed,
and we kind of just all made a big
group circle and we were all like,
let’s not stress about this, let’s just
go out there and jam.”

“I mean, it was, honestly, it’s not
even a battle of the bands,” Fitz said.
“It's more like everyone just loves
performing. Like, it’s just so fun
to perform. And, like, no matter if
you win or don’t win, like, the per-
formance is what everyone comes
there for”

A5

Housy
seniors lay
out their
post-grad
plans

By Hannah Johnson
and Anna Gillette

On June 19, the class of
2026 will receive their di-
plomas at the Housatonic
Valley Regional High School
graduation, marking the last
milestone all of these stu-
dents will share. With life
after high school approach-
ing, graduates are doing big
things in lots of different di-
rections.

Next fall, senior Wes Al-
lyn can be spotted playing
football while wearing a
University of New England
jersey. With offers from
multiple schools, Allyn de-
scribed his decision making
process. “I would go on vis-
its for football, and then tour
the school regularly, so that
way I'd kind of see every side
of the campuses,” he said.
“After doing all that, I kind
of just felt the best at the
University of New England.”
Allyn plans on majoring in
athletic training,

In order to get recruited
for football, Allyn reached
out to coaches at several
schools. “That was a really
important step,” Allyn said.
“I probably sent out over 15
emails and I was in contact
with at least seven coaches.”

He credits HVRHS for
teaching him how to prop-
erly compose emails and
communicate profession-
ally, although he didn’t feel
entirely prepared for other
aspects of this process. “I
feel like it would be benefi-
cial if they had a program
or something to help ath-
letes who have aspirations
of playing in college.”

To prepare for the fall
season, Allyn has been in-
creasing his workout inten-
sity after recovering from a
knee surgery. His pre-sea-
son will begin in mid-Au-
gust. Allyn is confident
that he can manage class
work while playing a sport.

Post-grad plans
Continued on page A6
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Mia DiRocco, Cornwall
Shanaya Duprey, North Canaan
Anna Gillette, Lakeville
Hannah Johnson, North Canaan
Ibby Sadeh, Falls Village
Peter Austin, Kent

Nathan Miller, Lakeville Journal Program Lead
Caitlin Hanlon, Lakeville Journal Production

The HVRHS Journalism Program
Last spring, The Lakeville Journal launched a
journalism initiative at Housatonic Valley Regional
High School. Through this program, students
work with Lakeville Journal editors throughout
the school year to report on what’s important
and interesting to them and their community.

For more information about the program,
please contact Lakeville Journal Publisher, James Clark,
at publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

Che Lakewille Tournal

This program is proudly sponsored by
Funds of Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
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Graduating seniors call
attention to higher ed barriers

By Shanaya Duprey

As the school year comes to
a close, Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School seniors are
beginning an uncharted part of
their lives. With many pursuing
higher education at universities,
the cost of continuing school has
prompted some students to voice
concerns about access to continu-
ing education.

Meadow Moerschell, a junior
at HVRHS, said she sees value in
a university education. “I do feel
that pursuing a college education
is worth the challenges since it
is such a valuable experience,
both socially and academically,”
Moerschell said. “College seems
like a time to grow, learn, and
meet new people in a safer en-
vironment than the real world,
while still having a lot of indepen-
dence.” Other students, such as
graduating senior Mollie Ford,
voiced conflicted feelings on col-
lege spurred by apparent barriers
to access. “I have mixed feelings
about college,” Ford said. “It’s
obviously a business, but I also
think that it’s hard to be success-
ful without a degree.” Ford will be
going into Fordham University’s
Class of 2030 in the fall.

Despite the barriers, she also
advocates for a college education.
“Ithink it’s necessary, I think kids
should seek it out,” Ford said.

While the views around col-
lege’s value vary, Housy students
generally view university educa-
tion as inaccessible. “I don’t think
higher education is accessible, I

think it’s wildly expensive,” Ford
said.

It’s not only the costs of the
school that are of concern. Stu-
dents drew attention to pre-col-
lege standardized testing and
how more affluent families can
often spend more to give their
students an advantage in applica-
tions. “When someone has more
money they have a huge advan-
tage in higher education, since
they’d be able to take the SAT
as many times as they want, pay
for study courses, travel to visit
schools, pay application fees, and
so many more factors that give
kids a leg up in the college pro-
cess,” Moerschell said.

Rachel Matsudaira, HVRHS’s
scholarship coordinator, has
a more optimistic and hopeful
outlook. “In a merit-based edu-
cational system, one’s hard work
determines one’s outcomes,”
Matsudaira said. “In America,
public school is free, and access
to college is still based on merit.
If a student works hard during
the free education years, they will
be able to earn scholarships and
attend college if they so choose.”

Ford believes that there is a
certain group at a significant dis-
advantage when it comes to col-
lege costs. “The most disadvan-
taged group I'd say are average
middle class people. When you’re
thinking about finances, they’re
overlooked when you think about
scholarships or FAFSA. You have
to be really wealthy or really be-
low the line.”

As a high school, HVRHS pro-

Post-grad plans
Continued from page 1
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Housy seniors sport merch showing off the colleges and univer-
sities they each plan to attend after graduation.

“I know the University of New
England has mandatory study
halls for freshmen,” he said. “I’ll
definitely have dedicated time
to do all my work, so that way I
won’t be falling behind.”

Another difficulty about col-
lege applications is entering
into a competitive field, but that
didn’t stop Chloe Hill. Set on ma-
joring in nursing, Hill applied to
14 programs before settling on
the University of Rhode Island.

Hill described the application
process. “It was really discour-
aging,” she said, “There was one
week where a lot of the decisions
came back, and five days in a
row, I got five different rejec-
tions.”

To ensure getting into a nurs-
ing program all four years, Hill
applied to a direct entry pro-
gram for each school. This made
the process more competitive. “I
knew it was gonna be a strug-
gle,” she said. “[The University
of Rhode Island] offered me a
lot of money, it was the perfect
distance away from home, and
they have a really good nursing
program, so it all kind of worked
out,” Hill said.

Ever since getting her certi-

fied nursing assistant license,
Hill has been working at Geer
Village as a nursing assistant.
“I feel a lot more confident,” she
said. “I've met a lot of people and
learned a lot about the career
I'm going into.”

Not all graduates are continu-
ing their education next fall. A
large portion of students are
pursuing a career in the work-
force. For example Ashton Os-
borne plans to continue working
to grow his business.

It is not uncommon for stu-
dents at Housatonic to enlist
after graduation. This year
only one student has taken that
challenge. Senior Nick Crodelle
will be joining the Coast Guard.
“I can’t sit in school for four
more years,” Crodelle said. This
among his need for adventure
is why Crodelle chose to enlist.

His next steps will be to pre-
pare physically. “I've been run-
ning before school,” he said. “I've
got to start swimming and lifting
a little more.”

His dedication shows how
committed he will be to the or-
ganization. “I mean, you get to
protect, save, and serve your
country,” Crodelle said.

vides various support systems
for students going into college.
The perceived success of these
support systems varies. “I think
that HVRHS works hard to sup-
port its students in the college
search through the CCRC, college
fairs, advice panels, and yearly
meetings with counselors,” Moer-
schoell said. “However, with only
about half or something of the
Housy population going to col-
lege, there’s only so much that
they’re going to be able to do for
the kids considering college after
school.”

The school’s counseling office
was highlighted as an adequate
resource. “Our supports are ex-
tremely personalized, with one-
on-one assistance throughout the
process,” Matsudaira said. “Our
school counselors meet 1-on-1
with every student at least once
ayear to check in and access stu-
dent goals. Additionally, students
can make appointments to meet
with their counselors whenever
they need, throughout their 4
years here.”

When compared to other
schools, however, some believe
that HVRHS could provide more
support. “Other schools like pri-
vate schools in the area have a
college advisor per ten students,
the difference in ratio is kind of
shocking,” Ford said. “I think that
Housy does support students
seeking higher education, but I
don’t think there’s a big enough
support system, like Mrs. Ter-
ni shouldn’t be the only college
counselor.”

With HVRHS being such a
small school, there are advan-
tages and disadvantages beyond
the support systems that impact
students. Matsudaira said the
school’s small, rural status actu-
ally helps students stand out in
applications. “In our merit-based
education system, a student who
shows rigor from a small rural
high school that doesn’t offer
SAT prep courses and doesn’t
have much classroom competi-
tion-that student will stand out
to college admission teams,” she
said.

Ford also credited the high
school’s extracurricular pro-
grams. “It is easy to find niche
opportunities, like niche intern-
ship opportunities or summer
programs,” Ford said. “We have
alot of things that you can do that
make your application stronger.”

With advantages comes the
downside of coming from a small
high school. A key issue, Ford
said, is what she describes as a
lack of specific guidance.

“There’s not enough teachers
here telling kids what to do and
how to do it correctly,” she said.
“Kids at Hotchkiss or at Berk-
shire have adults telling them
you should do these activities,
it’'ll make it [college application]
stronger, but we don’t have that.
We’re kind of doing it by our-
selves.”

Finances are a major stress-
or for students pursuing college,
but there are social challenges
as well. “The biggest stressor is
that college culture has become
really intense,” Ford said. “A lot
of kids are more worried about
the name of their school or the
vibe of their school more than
actually receiving an education
in college.”

Matsudaira offered advice to
parents and students that she
hopes can alleviate some stress.

“Make sure you have examined
the cost vs. value equation for
yourself and your family,” Matsu-
daira said. “Make sure the college
is a good fit for you. Do not go into
any debt to pay for college”

Ford suggests that students “Ap-
ply to as many schools as you can,
and as many Connecticut schools
as you can. The admissions process
is so competitive, and like every-
one is applying to college, and it’s
so expensive, so you have to have
options in Connecticut.”
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Silas Tripp crosses the finish line at a track meet.

Spring sport captains
reflect on sportsmanship
and teamwork

By Mia DiRocco

As spring sports face their end-
ings, senior captains prepare for
the end of their sports careers at
Housatonic. Each took on their
roles as mentors and leaders for
their teammates, and brought
Housatonic sports to the end of
a highly successful spring season.

Senior Wes Allyn has been one
of the three Housatonic baseball
captains this season. The team
which made it all the way to states
this year on June 1, has had an
8-12 record this season. This year,
Housatonic baseball will be saying
goodbye to seven seniors: Owen
Riemer, Hunter Conklin, Tyler
Roberts, Anthony Foley, Nick
Crodelle, Abram Kirshner, and
Wesley Allyn.

Allyn described his role as a
senior captain as “A little bit dif-
ferent than being a captain for
other sports. The main responsi-
bilities I had were setting a good
example and making sure things
got done, like bringing equipment
up for away games or picking up
after home games and practice.”

For many seniors on the team,
this goodbye will be a difficult one.
“I will miss the culture me and
the other seniors created in our
four years here,” said Allyn. “We
transformed our team from being
just a team to more of a family.”

Senior Silas Tripp has partic-
ipated in track for all of his four
years at Housatonic, and has
committed to run track and cross
country at University of Hartford
next year. “For us captains we

really just aim to serve as a role
model for the younger athletes on
our team, whether that’s provid-
ing encouragement during prac-
tice or just remaining a positive
attitude during a hard workout,”
he said. “These make all the dif-
ference for our team chemistry.”

Captains, especially seniors,
are highly responsible for the
team’s environment and players’
experience. While it can be diffi-
cult at times, Tripp has greatly
enjoyed his time as a track and
field captain. “It’s hardest just
knowing it’s my last high school
sports season, but it’s been a re-
ally amazing season and I can’t
complain about any of it,” he said.
This season, track and field will
be saying goodbye to seniors Ol-
ivia Brooks, Ava Segalla, Katie
Crane, Hannah Johnson, Maddy
Johnson, Joseph Villa, Anthony
Labbadia, Peter Austin, Cohen
Ceccinato, Cole Simonds, Simon
Markow, and Silas Tripp.

“Everyone on the team is very
close and it really does feel like
another family that supports you,”
said Tripp.

Housatonic Girl’s Tennis has
senior Victoria Brooks, her final
year as captain of the girls’ tennis
team has not been an easy one.
Recovering from a severe wrist in-
jury during her basketball season,
Brooks began the season being
unable to practice at all, missing
the first two matches. After re-
covering from her injury, Brooks
went on to become a Berkshire
League Tournament all-star and
semi-finalist this season.

HVRHS senior
Olivia Brooks,
right, runs long
distance races
for the track and
field team and
participated in
Cross country
running in the
fall.

Housatonic run-
ners get set for a
long-distance race.
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‘Project Graduation’
returns to offer venue
for drug-free fun

By Anna Gillette

A years-long tradition is re-
turning to Housatonic Valley
Regional High School, aiming
to provide a safe and fun envi-
ronment for seniors to celebrate
their graduation.

The annual event, called Proj-
ect Graduation, takes place after
seniors receive their diplomas on
June 19. HVRHS Assistant Prin-
cipal Steven Schibi promoted the
event as a drug and alcohol free
alternative to private parties out-
side of school grounds.

“It’s just to give our seniors
one last fun moment with each
other that is free of alcohol or
drugs,” Schibi said. “We just want
a dry, fun place to be, with food
and games for the seniors.” The
night starts at 10 p.m. “That way
kids can go home or go out to eat
with family if they want,” Schibi
said.

The night will have a range of
activities to keep students enter-
tained throughout the six hour
long event. The activities include
axe throwing, karaoke, laser tag,
hide and seek, bouncy houses and
araffle to conclude the event. “We
use the auditorium to show mov-
ies, and the band room for video
gaming,” Schibi said. “Kids can
do laser tag in the hallways. Last
year they went out and played
manhunt in the fields.”

Class president Madison
Graney helped organize the
event. “There’s definitely going
to be lots of food, candy, and an
ice cream bar,” she said. “We’re
going to play games all night.”

For the most part, students
are able to move freely through-
out the school. “It’s not a free for
all,” Schibi said. “But it’s a lot of
fun.” Teachers volunteer to stay
for different shifts or throughout
the entire night, ensuring ev-
eryone’s safety and monitoring
activities. Senior class advisors

Leticia Garcia-Tripp and Jeffery
Tripp will spend the entire night,
along with superintendent Melo-
ny Brady-Shanley.

“I feel like most people won’t
sleep,” Graney said. The celebra-
tion ends at 4:30 a.m. but stu-
dents can leave any time before
then if picked up by a parent.

Students who face difficulties
organizing a ride home will be
dropped off at the middle school
in their town by PTO members.
“Nobody drives home,” Schibi
said.

Garcia-Tripp emphasized the
upside of staying until the end.
“If you want to get a raffle prize,
stay,” she said. Raffle prizes in-
clude things like microwaves,
mini fridges, electronics, and gift
cards. These items are donated
through an annual appeal to com-
munity members and businesses.

But students have to stay the
whole time to participate in the
raffle. “If people choose to leave,
then they leave, and they don’t get
to partake in the raffle,” Schibi
said.

The event is primarily orga-
nized by Schibi and FFA secre-
tary Sara Jack, along with help
from senior class advisors, class
officers, and a few contributions
from junior parents. “Their role
is to go out and solicit businesses
for the food portion, and to pick
up and drop off food the day of,”
Schibi said. “Some of them will
come and help decorate or set up
tables and stuff like that. We've
even had a couple that would stay
overnight.”

Putting together this event
takes a lot of work, but year af-
ter year it proves to be worth the
effort. Students have a memora-
ble experience, leave with a prize,
and keep themselves out of harm-
ful situations. “It’s going to be the
last time that we're all together
as a class, so I think it’s going to
be really special,” Graney said.
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A group of Housatonic Valley Regional High School students participate in the NEXT women sympo-

sium in New York City.

Back-to-back field trips trigger
questions about classroom disruptions

By Ibby Sadeh

One week in April saw some
students missing classes for three
field trips in a row, prompting
questions about the impacts that
back-to-back trips have on class-
room performance.

The trips — one each on April
7, April 8 and April 9 — took many
of the same students out of the
classroom for each one. Students
and teachers expressed a range
of responses to the back-to-back
trips, acknowledging a field trip’s
ability to enhance classroom
learning but expressing frustra-
tion over how trips can sometimes
disrupt in-school learning.

Housatonic Valley Regional
High School senior Sara Ireland
went on three trips to New York
City that week. “To some it might

sound like a nightmare but I real-
ly did enjoy it,” Ireland said.

The first trip was NEXT
Women Symposium, to talk to
seven professional women and
hear their experiences in male
dominated fields, organized by
Abby Auerbach. The second
was for the AP Lit and English
12 Honors class to see “Death of a
Salesman” on Broadway, provid-
ing hands-on experience with a
Broadway production as the class
learned and read plays. The third
was for Chorus, Band, and the
musical theater society to see Ha-
destown and The Great Gatsby
on Broadway. “These field trips
weren’t just fun outings, they
were genuine experiences that
help to shape student’s interest,
help their futures, and of course
are still fun,” Ireland said.

Students, teachers debate best order
for advanced placement english courses

By Ibby Sadeh

A decision last year to allow for
flexibility in the order that students
take two advanced placement En-
glish classes has prompted debates
among students about the benefits of
completing the courses out of order.

Starting last school year, HVRHS
allowed AP students to choose their
own path in the order that they took
English classes.

This means students could pick
between AP Literature and Compo-
sition or AP Language and Compo-
sition first. In the years before that,
language was the path for Juniors,
and literature for Seniors. At the end
of Sophomore year, students talked
to their English teacher about which
class they were recommended to
take first.

A majority of students opted to
take Language in their Junior year,
but a small group broke with tra-
dition and enrolled in Literature.
Last year’s Literature class was made
up of mostly Seniors and these few
Juniors, but this year’s Literature
class is just Seniors, with the few
who took Literature last year taking
Language now with mostly Juniors.

The decision to let students take
itin either order was mostly to help
scheduling. Lori Bucco, who teaches
AP Language, said providing more
options meant juniors could still
take an AP English class even if the
Language course conflicted with
another desired course.

“The problem, and the reason
we started to negotiate it in this
building, is that we're such a small
school,” Bucco said. “If a kid wanted
to take French 4, or Spanish 4, or
ECE Environmental, and it bumped

up against my class, then that put
them into the honors English class
when, if they could take AP Lit, they
would?”

Damon Osora, who teaches AP
Literature, explained the difference
between the two courses. He said AP
Language is centered around rheto-
ricand the use of lan-
guage for persuasion,
while AP Literature
is meant to focus on
subtext and teach-
ing students to read
between the lines to
figure out what the
author really means.
The differences in the
classes means differ-
ent skills have to be
put to work.

He also said that
the English faculty at
the school try to consider a students’
strengths as they rise into their ju-
nior year. “Ms. Freese’s philosophy
has been to build on the demonstrat-
ed strengths at the end of sophomore
year, Osora said. This contributes to
an easier pathway for sophomores
into junior year, and into their first
AP English class. The hope is these
students would have more confi-
dence going into the second AP
English class.

For senior Mollie Ford, who
opted to take AP Literature first, “I
think that it was worth it being in
Lit as a junior, because it was more
of the English that I liked to do, and
because it was my junior year, I real-
ly wanted to make sure that I could
get good grades in my classes, so
that when I sent my transcripts into
colleges, it looked better;” Ford said.
The class where she had stronger

skills to be successful is not only
important because of transition,
but because of the significance of
junior year.

“Lang, for some people, it’s an
easier class because you are reading
large books, but I think that I would
have struggled last year in that class,

({4

The reason we started to negotiate it in this
building is that we’re such a small school.
If a kid wanted to take French 4, or Spanish
4, or ECE Environmental, and it bumped up
against my class, then that put them into
the honors English class when, if they could
take AP Lit, they would.

Lori Bucco, teacher of AP Language

so I am thankful that I took AP Lit,
said Ford.

Alexa Meach, senior, had a dif-
terent perspective which both Lori
Bucco and Damon Osora agree
with.

“Ms. Freese actually put me into
Lit, but after talking to some of my
teachers, I thought it would be bet-
ter to be with peers that were of my
own age, because I think that I learn
better that way. I think that it was
the right choice because just being
with people that I knew and that
I had previous classes with in my
high school experience helped alot”

The decision does have some so-
cial aspects to it. Bucco says, “Its a
lot about social grouping, kids want
to be where their friends are. So if
all your friends have been recom-
mended to go into AP Lang, but Ms.
Freese is talking to an individual say-

ing, “you would do well in AP Lit,
you suddenly are gonna leave your,
like, camaraderie, this group that
you've, and take that class on your
own, which could be really good for
kids, but its also very intimidating””
Students are afraid or not willing
to stray from their friends even if
the other class would be
better for them.

Additionally, Osora
said that students who
took AP Lit last year as
juniors were more inde-
pendent and comfortable
in themselves in order to
be taking a class of mostly
seniors.

For the actual AP test
itself, Bucco will let her
kids know the format, she
said. When talking about
AP Lang, Meach said, “we
got to go through the structure of
the test, and as somebody with test
anxiety, having a lot riding on one
assessment, I liked having the time
to go through step by step, which
you get a little bit with Mr. Osora,
but not as much because that’s not
how his course was designed.”

With this being one of the first
AP tests that many students take it
can be stressful. Having a teacher
that will review even just the design
of the test can help students feel
more prepared. Since this is such
a small school, having the conver-
sation with the teachers is possible
and was helpful for many. For AP
Lit this year, “I think that we were
prepared for the test, but I think that
I was prepared mainly because T had
the background of taking it already,
and so I knew the outline and layout
much beforehand,” said Meach.

Social Studies teacher John
Lizzi is generally supportive
of field trips, but he said trips
should be a supplement to class-
room schooling. “I think in gen-
eral field trips can be extremely
valuable depending on the class,
depending on what the experience
offers and I think there are times
when they really need to hap-
pen. Teachers should be looking
for those types of really unique
opportunities for their students
when they apply to the curricu-
lum,” Lizzi said. “Teachers should
try to get everything they can out
of the classroom experience, what
can be done inside the classroom,
and that should be the primary
focus, but there’s always going
to be things that you cannot do
in the classroom, so we should
have those opportunities.” Ireland
called attention to the impact of
getting out of the classroom. “It
can feel really overwhelming be-
ing stuck in a classroom day after
day and often doing the same stuff
over and over again,” she said.

Lizzi also called attention to a
disparity in student involvement
in field trips. He said higher-lev-
el courses take students on trips
more often, leaving students that
aren’t enrolled in more rigorous
classes without opportunities to
take trips. While he acknowledged
the current data may be incom-
plete because the year hasn’t
ended, it is still an important
thing to consider as field trips
are planned. Lizzi said teachers
and administrators are looking
to improve inclusivity. “There
was total agreement that oppor-
tunities need to be available for
everyone in the student body, not
just certain classes or groups,”
Lizzi said.

But field trips can have nega-
tive consequences too, especial-
ly three back-to-back trips. For
Ireland, the impacts vary from
class to class. “I've had incidents
where teachers have told me field
trips aren’t any excuse for not
being ready to take a test or be
behind and that it is solely our
responsibility to keep up in class
while on these field trips,” Ireland
said. This has made her feel dis-
couraged and not supported by
certain teachers, turning what is
supposed to be a class enhancing
experience into a stressful one.

Lizzi gave a teacher’s point of
view. “As a teacher, students be-
ing taken out of classes for field
trips can be really frustrating,”
Lizzia said. “I think that we have
to work to improve. It’s not that
it’s happening, it’s being unaware
that these trips are taking place
or that they’re coming up at the
last second.” This problem is ex-
acerbated because field-tripping
students also have many other
classes together, so one trip can
disrupt an entire day’s worth of
learning.
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Hannah Johnson, left, and Christopher Crane show off their water guns.

A firsthand account of the
dangerous ‘Senior Splashin’

By Peter Austin

Housatonic Valley Regional
High School seniors challenged
each other to a ruthless battle
involving water guns, sneak at-
tacks and frienship-threatening
double-crosses called “Senior
Splashin.”

The competition pitted seniors
against each other in a free-for-all
where “assassins” were assigned
“targets” that they had to hunt
across Region One and try to
squirt with water.

The following is a first-person
account of the events on the wa-
tery battlefield.

Monday, April 27

Senior Splashin starts at five
o’clock today. I'm safe on school
property but as soon as I leave
track practice I'm in danger. At
five o’clock today, I will receive
a target, and I will need to hunt
them down. Living in Kent gives
me an advantage, since it’s unlike-
ly that somebody will drive that
far, but I still need to watch out.

Friday, May 1

I'm writing from the couch at
my friends house-I just watched
Chloe get Burke. I was telling him
all night to keep his goggles on, but
he didn’t listen, and Chloe took
her opportunity. My goggles are
still on, so for now I'm safe. Cole
was the first person out; Hannah
got him leaving our track meet
on the second day. Some other
people as well. After seeing Chloe
ruthlessly eliminate Burke, there’s
no way I'm taking off my goggles.

Monday, May 4

Seven people were eliminated
this week, 35 of us are left. The
days are long, and the nights are
dangerous. It seems like every-
body is hunting, or nobody is. You
never know who's out to get you,
so you have to trust your friends
if you decide to pair up. Checking
your target’s location isn’t always
reliable, so intel from others is
valuable. Know where they live,
where they work, where to hang
around, and you might just have
a chance to take them out.

I wasn’t able to eliminate my
target. They were sneaky, and
careful, always wearing goggles,
never letting their guard down.
But that’s just the first week, and
T'll receive a new target today.
There was no penalty for my fail-
ure, but I need to get my target
this week or I'll be out.

Sunday, May 8

This weekend was a bloodbath;
nine people were eliminated over
the course of three days. There
was a purge on Friday, where
nobody was safe regardless of
goggles or targets, which result-
ed in many fatal splashes. I tried
to help my friend get his target
on Thursday-while we didn’t suc-
ceed, it meant she let her guard
down and my friend was able to
get her out at the purge the next
day. I had a plan to get my target
yesterday, but I didn’t even need
to since somebody else got him
during the purge. Next week, I
might not get so lucky.

Tuesday, May 12

I was hiding in the bushes
when I heard the car door open.
I ran out but my target saw me,
and quickly got back inside the
car before I could get him. My
friend, who’d dropped me off a
few houses down came to investi-
gate. After explaining my failure,
I thought about a new course of
action-my target was trapped in
his car, and I'd wait all night if I
had to. Just then, I felt a splash of
water on my neck.

Startled from my thoughts, I
turned my head to see a green
plastic water gun, a phone record-
ing, and my best friend of many
years behind it. ‘No,’ I said as the
sun set behind the mountains. ‘I'm
sorry, he said, but it was too late.
was out, in front of the water gun
I had given my friend just weeks
earlier. To be betrayed is first to
be trusted.

Monday, May 18

Although I've been eliminated,
the game still plays on. On Sat-
urday, I was the only one of only
two who’d been eliminated, so
the moderators called a second,
surprise purge on Sunday. Two
people were eliminated, and a
total of eight people moved on to
the next round. The track season
is over, the baseball season is in
full swing, and the game has never
been more intense.

Monday, May 25,

As of today, five people remain.

In a terrible twist of fate, my
former target Dev, who my friend
Abram tried to help me get be-
fore splashing me in the back,
returned the gesture by getting
Abram after the Battle of the
Bands.

Another shocking assassina-
tion came from a nail appoint-
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ment turned setup, where Liv
viciously eliminated Celeste; she
didn’t even offer the dignity of
a true water gun, and Celeste’s
run ended in the face of a hair
spray bottle. The last kill came
from Hannah when she splashed
down Joey from the trunk of his
car, although he bought back into
this round.

Housy students bring
young group to local
‘No Kings’ protests

By Mia DiRocco
and Ibby Sadeh

On March 28, dozens of Housa-
tonic students gathered to join the
No Kings Protest at The White
Hart in Salisbury. It was a windy
and cold Saturday morning, but
students joined together none-
theless. Months later, Housatonic
is still feeling its lasting impact.

For participant Eliana Lang,
Sophomore, this was her first No
Kings Protest experience. “I de-
cided to go because it was really
local to me, and I think it’s really
important for people, especially
young people, to voice their opin-
ions and beliefs and stand up for
what they believe in,” she said. “I
would definitely go again, I think
it was really important for us all
to show up, and show what people
from different generations think
about these issues, and how they
respond in times of need,” said
Lang.

The Housatonic students pres-
ent were called on stage for rec-
ognition. The speaker that day
acknowledged how grateful the
organizers were to have young
people in attendance. Throughout
the morning, the students recall
being approached by fellow pro-
testers who were excited to see
younger faces in the crowd.

“It is helpful to show that these
problems are affecting everyone
and everybody no matter what

age cares about them. People
want to help no matter what age
they are,” said Lang. “In a small
town area, a gathering like this is
harder to come by, but that should
not mean that people should not
have access.” Youth participation
in rural areas is dwindling, but the
students in attendance believe in
its necessity.

The median age of No Kings
protesters is 48 years old, and
polls indicate that people aged
18-29 make up approximately
8% of rallies nationwide. Youth
participation since the first wave
of protests has been a consistent
struggle even in large cities, and
in rural communities, some have
no student participation at all.
However the students who par-
ticipated in Salisbury were ac-
tive in promoting participation
on social media and encouraging
other students to join. “I hope it
encourages other people to do
things in the future,” said Paul
Losh, Sophomore. The protest at
the White Hart was his first pro-
test as well, but he remarked that
he plans to continue participating
in the future.

“I think spreading the worry
is really important, just inviting
people to come and support the
cause,” said Losh. While there are
no immediate plans for the future,
it’s likely that the next local No
Kings Rally will have many famil-
iar student faces present.

Envirothon team celebrates
24 years at Housy

By Shanaya Duprey

One of the many extracurricu-
lar offerings at Housatonic Valley
Regional High School is Enviro-
thon, a unique competition that
challenges students to explore
and learn about environmental
conservation.

The team, which originally
formed at HVRHS in 2002, is
headed up by David Moran. “Envi-
rothon is North America’s largest
Environmental competition for
high school students,” Moran said.

The competition consists of
two parts — an in-the-field com-
petition and a presentation —
covering five key topics. Every
year, students have to research
and present on soils and land use,
forestry, aquatics, wildlife biology
and a changing “current issue.”
This year’s current issue focus-
es “non-point source pollution,”
Moran said, which means pollu-
tion that can’t be traced back to
a single particular source such
as rain runoff washing pollutants
into a watershed.

On paper, it’s an annual com-
petition and display of knowledge
and teamwork, but for Owen
Schnepf, an Envirothon team
member, it’s much more. “To me,
Envirothon is much more than
that one day in May,” Schnepf
said. “It is really the season, the
entire year that leads up to the
competition. This is when we re-
ally build teams and learn.”

Housy’s Envirothon team
started in 2002, but the competi-
tion as a whole has been around
for far longer. Moran explained
the competition was founded in
1979 in Pennsylvania and original-
ly known as the “Environmental
Olympics.” “It was designed as a
hands-on, outdoor competition
for high school students to test
their knowledge of natural re-
sources,” Moran said.

Since its start 24 years ago,
the HVRHS Envirothon team has
seen consistent success. “In our
24 year history our teams have
placed in the top three state
teams consistently,” Moran said.
“We have won the state event 10
different times, and so compet-

ed at North American’s those 10
times. We have won the North
American competition against
50+ other teams in 2007, and
been in the top 10 on several oc-
casions.”

The Envirothon consists of
the two separate parts — an in-
the-field component and an in-
door presentation. “The works
of Emerson, Thoreau, Pinchot,
Roosevelt, Leopold, and Carson
are all threads in the fabric of our
work,” Moran said.

Students work through the
year to build an understanding
of the five topics. A notable part
of the competition, and what
Schnepf finds to be the biggest
challenge, is the “current issue.”
“When we first find out about the
current issue topic — usually in
the wintertime — we begin with
rigorous research,” Schnepf said.
“Once we have developed a plan
of action, we have to make the
slideshow to present to judges.
As ateam, we prepare to present
and answer questions. Every year,
we present at FFA Open House,
the week before we finally have to
do it in front of the judges at the
competition”

To prepare for such an event,
the Envirothon team is immersed
in the world of natural resourc-
es and conservation year round.
“Teams of five students com-
pete after a year of study in the
environmental field, along with
workshops led by biologists,
technicians, and industry pro-
fessionals,” Moran said. Schnepf
elaborated, saying “This year,
Mr. Moran began with what he
called ‘inspiration meetings.
This is when we drove around
our area to talk to professionals
in the environmental field. So
far this year, we have met with
professional foresters, environ-
mental analysts, environmental
photographers, and land board
committee members.”

Schnepf continued with details
of the team’s year-long journey.
“In the winter time, we begin div-
ing into the material for four of
the categories: wildlife, forestry,
soils, and aquatics. This is when
we nerd out with water testing

kits, soil testing kits, animal pelts,
tree samples, GPS devices, and so
many more gadgets ... In the final
couple of months of the season,
we double down on the current
issue.”

In order to learn such a vast
amount of material, many may
assume that team members are
delegated to specific positions.
But Schnepf said there is no di-
vision of labor.

“There are no formal roles
in Envirothon, such as a team
captain,” Schnepf said. “People
naturally take on responsibilities.
Within the first few meetings, you
can usually see someone who is
leading the group in the right di-
rection. For example, someone
who is very good at identifying
birds will take charge of the wild-
life portion, while someone else
who works in a logging business
will focus on the forestry.” For
such a group dynamic to work,
teamwork is an integral part of
Envirothon. Schnepf emphasized
the necessity of cooperation. “En-
virothon is very much compara-
ble to a team sport like volleyball
or soccer, where everything de-
pends on how we work together;”
he said. “On the competition day,
the only way to win is to put our
heads together.”

The teamwork building skills
are not the only valuable aspect
of being a part of the HVRHS En-
virothon team, Moran said. “The
importance of Envirothon is in de-
veloping a life-long land ethic and
to develop stewardship practic-
es. In the short term, teamwork,
knowledge, fun, scholarships,
resume builders,” he said. This
is shared by the student team
members as well.

Becoming a part of Envirothon
does not require much more than
a desire to participate. Despite
its similar philosophy to Housy’s
FFA program, involvement in
the FFA program is not neces-
sary to join Envirothon. “There
have been many successful En-
virothon team members over the
past 24 years that were not FFA
Members,” Moran said. “The two
are not always tied together, but
sometimes they are.”
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Roosevelt’s local legacy shines as 32 students join
National Honor Society ranks

By Ruth Epstein

FALLS VILLAGE - The
candles flickering across the
stage at Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School Wednes-
day evening cast light on the
accomplishments of 32 stu-
dents inducted into the Elea-
nor Roosevelt Chapter of the
National Honor Society.

The inductees included
22 juniors, nine sophomores,
and one senior. While most
seniors were included last
year, this marked the first year
sophomores were eligible for
membership.

In his welcome, Principal
Ian Strever reflected on the
school’s history and Eleanor
Roosevelt’s legacy.

“Few schools can boast
a history as rich and distin-
guished as ours, built through
funding from the federal Pub-
lic Works Administration
during the Great Depression
and visited by the most influ-
ential First Lady in the history
of the presidency. It is fitting
that our National Honor So-
ciety is named after someone
who dedicated her life to the
service of others”

Faculty advisor Peter Ver-
milyea recounted Roosevelts
connection to Housatonic,
including her appearance at
a 1958 National Honor So-
ciety induction ceremony.
Afterward, she wrote in her
national “My Day” column
that Housatonic was “an ex-

PHOTO PROVIDED

Candles illuminate the stage as 32 HVRHS students are inducted into the National Honor Society on June 3.

ceptional school”

The ceremony focused on
the four pillars of the Nation-
al Honor Society, including
service, scholarship, character
and leadership.

Student speakers Shayana
Duprey, Madison Melino,
Richie Crane and Madison
Graney each reflected on one
of those principles.

Duprey encouraged class-
mates to view education as a
path not only to achievement
but also to understanding
others.

“There is always impor-
tance in striving for good
grades, working towards your
goals and achieving success
in your pursuits,” she said.

A good leader must stand with their peers,
giving them the resources they need to be
successful. But a good leader must also stand

up to their peers, when they are misquided.
Madison Graney, HVRHS student speaker

“But I implore you to view
scholarship and education
beyond that. I wish for you to
be scholarly not only to find
success, but to find compas-
sion for those beside you and
those across the globe”
Speaking about service,
Melino said stepping outside
oneself in order to meet the
needs of others is paramount.
“Real service is demon-
strated in actions, not words,’

Melino said. “Too often we
think of acts of service as in-
tentional, selfless actions that
transcend the ordinary, or go
behind typical societal expec-
tations. Ideally, acts of service
would also be instinctive, not
necessarily extraordinary but
part of an individual’s natural
daily life”

Crane said he has finally
come to realize that what oth-
ers think about him should

not determine how he views
himself. His speech focused
on kindness and respect.

“The definition of good
character focuses on integrity,
accountability and empathy;”
Crane said. “I can confidently
say that the students on this
stage would not be here if they
did not demonstrate these
characteristics”

Leadership, said Madison
Graney is “the ability to lift up
your peers, working togeth-
er to achieve the same goals”
She knows about leadership
having served as class presi-
dent for the past three years.
“A good leader must stand
with their peers, giving them
the resources they need to be

successful. But a good leader
must also stand up to their
peers, when they are mis-
guided”

Title I teacher Elizabeth
Foulds was named this year’s
honorary chapter member.
In presenting the award,
Principal Strever praised her
advocacy for students and
her leadership as local union
president.

Strever said Foulds has
“lobbied for the rights of
teachers, while respecting the
demands of administration
and the district as a whole”

State Sen. Stephen Hard-
ing, R-30, was the guest
speaker who told the students
that the attributes that got
them selected for the National
Honor Society will serve them
well in life.

The new inductees are:
Hayden Bachman, Byron
Bell, Mia Belter, Sophia Cam-
phouse, Karen Chavez-San-
chez, Georgie Clayton, Ade-
lyn Diorio, Carmela Egan,
Kellie Eisermann, Lydia
Fleming, Grace Graney, Tay-
lor Green, Sydney Howe, Jo-
nas Johnson, Aiden Krupa,
Eliana Lang, Daniel Lesch,
Makenzie Lidstone, Paul
Losh, Finian Malone, Lily
McCabe, Alison McCarron,
Logan Miller, Meadow Mo-
erschell, Katherine Money,
Daniel Moran, Logan Padel-
li, Gustavo Portillo, Karme-
la Quinion, Owen Schnepf,
Ishaan Tantri and Ivy Zheng.

Michael Abram

Irwin & Mary Ackerman
Maureen Ackerman

Steven Adamowski

Tina Adler

Anonymous

Chrissy Armstrong & Ben Nickoll
The Asen Foundation

Ann Griffith Ash

Daria Askari and Ryan Hart
Lee Auchincloss

Kathleen Augustine
Wilhemina Austin and Ellis
Coleman

Wendy Avery

Dana Backer

Patti Balhorn

Lucy and David Ball

Maggie Baratz

Maureen Barton

Bev Bartow

Diana Beattie

Vicki Been and Ricky Revesz
Catherine Bell

Robin Bell

Elizabeth Bellin

Karyn and Charles Bendit
Ronna Bennett

Douglas Benson & Paul Dassenko
Steve Berger and Shereen Taylor-
Berger

Gail Berner

Tamara Meadow Bernstein
Deleon Best

Jeff and Shauna Binswanger
Nancy & Robert Bird

Biscuit & Bertie

Peggy Black

The Block Family Foundation
Jackie Blombach and Michael
Duca

Scott & Roxanne Bok

Tina Bolton

Felicity Bontecou

John & Diane Boone

Cece Bowman

Sarah Bracy and Jodi Pen
Dana Brandwein / Daniel Oates
E. Braun & Co.

Wendy Breck

Jeb & Sabina Breece

Jim and Susan Breece
Kathleen Brenner

Joan and David Bright
Morgan Birill

Brilliant Studio

Linda Brinkley

Broccoli Hall

Daniel & Estrellita Brodsky
Kate and Alexander Brodsky
Gabriel Brotman & Thomas
Gensemer

Whitney Brown

Lu Bruchmiller

Georgia Burger

Jodi Burnett

Carolyn Butler

ButtonBall Inn and Barn
Stephen Campanella
Michael Carter

C Herrington Home + Design
Clove Brook Farm

Annette Clow

Eileen Cohen

Claire Collery

Lucy Commoner and Richard Berry
Consolini and Tonan Landscape
Design LLC

Robert & Tammy Cooper
Karen Cowperthwaite

Craig Franklin Interiors
Tessa Cressman

Dallas Croft

Bente Dahl-Busby

Elizabeth G. Daniels
Kimberly Darden

Deborah Goodman Davis and
Gerald Davis

Doreen Davis

Robert Davis

Kathleen Davis-Groener
Rafael de Cérdenas

Debra Defilippo

Pascale Delfosse and William
Caligari

Joseph Dellisanti

Hadas Dembo

Susan S. DeMelle

Elizabeth Demetriades

Louis and Lauren DePalo
Brett DeRocker & Roberto
Figueiredo

Amy Harren de Villarreal
Page Dickey

Karen Joyce Dillman and Scott
Dillman

Andy DilLoreto

Kathleen Dion

Laura Domanski

Francesca & Michael Donner
Donor

Dulce Donovan

Jonathan & Melissa Dorfman
Nancy and David Dove

Terri Doyle

Liz Durkin

Karen and Daniel Duval

Dan Dwyer and Jim Montanari
Eliza Dyson

Wilhelmina M Eaken
Elizabeth Easton and James Traub
lan Edwards

Ed Herrington, Inc.

Patty Elias

Roger Engle

Mimi & Duane Estes
Marianella Van Etten

Heidi Fahey

Leehe Fai

Carol Falcone

Kathleen Fanning and Bob
Tomasetti

Sally Farnham

Jennifer Farrell

Richard Farrell

Jennifer Febeo

David Feld and Kurt Purdy
Jamie Fellner

Field + Fort

Joann Fielder

Jodie Fink

Firebrick Design

Tina Fischer

Rob Fish

Deborah and Thomas Flexner
Maria Florio

Lisa Ford

Kristy Foss and Graham Stanton
Lisa Foster

James and Mayhill Fowler
Catherine Fraise

Debra Frank

Anne G. Fredericks

Tiffany Freitas

Jeanette Friedman & Peter
Menderson

Rebecca Frost

Garden of Bunny Williams & John
Rosselli

Garden of Katie Ridder & Peter
Pennoyer

Garden of Michael Trapp
Sarah Gailliot

Jane Garmey

Jack Gellen

Bruce Gendron

Yako Gentile

Andrew Gerlach

Kurt Gilman & Paul Phillips
Kristen Glehan & Katya Nweeia
Ann Goodbody

Chip and Elizabeth Goodyear

Becky and Mike Goss

Sam Green

Kim Greenberg

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Greenberg
Karen Gurba

Susan & Joe Gwozdz

Licia Hahn and Gene Dattel
Jonathan Haines

Amy Cox Hall

Joshua Hamilton

Harmes C Fishback Foundation
Brigitte and Michael Harney
Haroldhurst Farm

Adelaide and Bill Harris

Eliza Harris

Leslie Harris

Mrs. Rees Harris

G. Anne Harris-Milliken

The Harvest Cookbook The Wish
House & Souterrain Gallery West
Cornwall CT

Phillips Hathaway

Rebecca Hathaway

Richard Hayden

Inge Heckel

Christina Henderson

lan Leviton Hendler

Wilson Henley and Bruce Glickman
Mary Herms and Ryan Marshall
S. Houser/K. Baptista

Ellen Hubbard

Teresa Hubbard

Huniford Design Studio

Mary Hutchinson

Patricia Greene Isen

Beth and Jack Isler

William S. Jennings & Richard D.
Triggs

Elizabeth & lan John

Tim Johnson and Fernando Wong
David & Amanda Jones

James Jones

Carol & Richard Kalikow

Mary Gray Kallman

Deborah Kane

Julia Kaplan, Event Photogrpaher
Elizabeth A Kavetas

Bindy Kaye

Debra Kaye

Nickey Kehoe

Jane and Bob Keiter

Fernanda Kellogg & Kirk Henckels
Betty Kenan

Wanita Kennedy

Steve Ketterer and Ignacio Ramirez
Diana King

Laura Kirkpatrick and Beth Ann
Walters

Jane Parsons Klein

Karen Klopp

Barbara Shattuck Kohn

Lynne Kramer

Jane Kresch

Robert Kuhn & Steven Geyer
Emily Kunchala

Ellen Kunes

Debby and David Kvam
Lakeville Pilates

Carole Lalli

Alexandra Lange

Roxana Laughlin

Audrey Lavin and James Speyer
Craig Lawrence

Raymond Learsy

Nora Leary

Molly Lewis

Florence W. Liddell

Lee Link

Hon. Roger & Mrs. Claude Lourié
Jason and Adrienne Lowenstein
Susan Lowry

Vicky Lowry

Rose Lucera

Frankie Lucostic and Adam Ozmer
Elise B Lufkin

Jeff Lynch

Jennifer S. MacDonald
Derek Marks & Edward MacAllister
Alexandra R Marshall

Alan and Priscilla McCord
McPeak Family

Lilse McKenna

Theresa McMurdo
Meadowlea Events

Aileen Meehan, Berkshire Taconic
Community Foundation

Guy Merison

Laura P. Midgley

Lynden B. & Leigh Miller
Melanie Millner

Mary Mishu

Liz Mitchell

Merri C. Moken

Barbara Kahn Moller and Karsten
Moller

Abigail H Moore

Betsy Morgan

Molly & Jeff Morgan

Susan and Robert Morgenthau
Mark K Morrison Landscape
Architecture PC

Judy Moss

Jeanne Moye

Judy and Pat Murphy

Tom Murphy

Eileen T Naughton

Arnold & Hilda Neis
Constance Newberry
Deborah Newcomb

Rachel Ocken

Janet and David Offensend
Olson Twombly Interior Design
Michelle Ores

Tom Osborne and Scott Benaglio
Thomas Pallister

Sara Fielder Pearson
Marjorie S. Peters

Courtney Pettit

Lela Philip

Landscape Garden of Joan Feeney
and Bruce Phillips

Carey Pickard

Karen and Harry Pinson

Lee and Nick Potter
Candace Procaccini

Howard Pulchin-Ramos
Jonathan Pund

Suzanne Purdy

C.F. Pyatt

Coco and Timothy Quinlan
Encarnita and Robert Quinlan
Cathy Raduns

Dr Rich Ramirez & Gary Hibbitts
Ralph Lauren Home Creative
Kathy Rayner

Gay Read

Emilie and Jim Reddoch

Pete and Lori Redell

Edward R Regendahl

Susan Restler

Amy Reville

Rae Kaplan Reyes

Mimi Rich

Kerry Ritchie

Roaring Oaks Florist

Barbara Paul Robinson
Helen Klein Ross

Lynn Rubin

Steve and Karen Rubin

Tori Sager

Suzanne & William Sales
Sandra Buergi & Carol Flaton
Select Interior Design LLC
Denise Santomero

Emily and James Satloff
Lauren and Lynne Saunders
Susan Sawyers

SCDS Ltd

Edie and Ken Schechter

Jodi Scheurenbrand

Valerie Schirmer

Jane Schulman

Schuyler Samperton Interior
Design & Textiles

Karen R. Scott

The Secret Gardener

Maggie & Adrian Selby

David Shapiro

Kim Shapiro

Sharon OBGYN

Amanda Sharp

S. Sharp

Susan Shehan

Pom Shillingford

Mr. William Short Il

Kelly Sidley & Worth Bracken
Susan Sigda and Alex Lotocki
Wendy Sigurdson

Sally Simms

Mary Nelson Sinclair

Julie and Dag Skattum

Betsy Smith

Karen Snyder

Howard Sobel and lleene Smith
David and Dawn Solomon

Kelly Somers

Ginny Spiegel

Beth Spriggs and Andrew
Skoirchet

Marnie Stayton

Steven Aresty Foundation
Thomas Stoenne

Elise Stone

Pamela Stutz

Susan Lynde DuVal Phipps
Foundation

Merrielou Symes

Kim Tabet

Pamela and Peter Takiff

Karen Tansey

Katie Armour Taylor

Anna & Peter Tcherepnine
Temple Shiro + Mizutama Boutique
Lee J. Testa

Douglas Dockery Thomas
Jenna Thompson

Anita Tiburzi-Johnson

Barbara Tober

Coralie Toevs

Town of Bedford Planner

Julie Trager & Mark Bunnell
Rusty Tunnard and Holly Evarts
Scott and Pam Ulm

Dawn Upshaw and Nicole Divall
Luciano Valdivia

Deborah van Eck

Carol Vargo

Peter Vaughn and Hiram Williams
Adam Vos and Kelly Longfield Vos
Kelly Longfield Vos and Bernadette
Longfield

Susan Wallace & John Heilshorn
Margaret B. Wallis

Tom Watson & Jay Laudato
Bess Weatherman
Chloe-Estelle Werntz

Ashley Whittaker

Kim Widener

Shannon Wiggers

Sandra Wijnberg and Hugh Freund
The William and Mary Greve
Foundation

Bunny Williams

Wendi Williams

Jennifer Wilson

Tina Winchester

Shirin von Wulffen

David York

Nina Zagat

Howard Zar

Mr. and Mrs. David Zeiler
Barbara Zimmerman

Trade Secrets Celebrates a Record-Breaking 26" Year

Made Possible by Our Underwriters

More than 3,000 attendees,
7 gardens, 49 expert vendors,
200+ volunteers, and 400+
Underwriters came together
for an extraordinary weekend
in support of Project SAGE.
Your generosity helped make
2026 a record-breaking

year — funding free and
confidential services for
individuals and families
impacted by interpersonal
relationship violence.

To our 2026 Underwriters:
thank you. This extraordinary
year was made possible

by you.
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THIS WEEK
Region One officials are beginning a yearlong study of
how its schools are organized. The study is expected
to look at long-term questions around enrollment,
costs and how schools serve students across the
region. Consolidation is not the only question, but
it is likely to be one of the most closely watched.

What should matter most as Region One studies the
future of its schools: cost, educational opportunity,
town identity, travel time or something else?

Send your responses to publisher@lakevillejournal.
com by Monday, June 8 at 10 a.m. or
comment on Facebook or Instagram.

We'll publish a selection in next week’s paper.

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION

Where do you shop for groceries?
How do price, selection, distance, hours,
or transportation shape where you go?

“Mostly Stop & Shop in Canaan - the cost of the gas
to get to and from anywhere else completely negates
any savings from going somewhere less expensive,
unless I happen to be going that way already”
— Ashlee Baldwin, North Canaan

“Big Y in Great Barrington, Stop and Shop in
Canaan for anything quick, and BJs in Torrington/
Costco in Waterbury for bulk stuff”

— Wintress Ross

“We shop at LaBonne’s Markets here in Salisbury. It’s
convenient and their employees are all very friendly
and always helpful. Their meat and seafood are top
quality and the available products in every department
are too. I tend to plan our meals around their weekly
flyer and it works very well for the two of us”

— Barbara Marshall, Salisbury

“Guido’s in Great Barrington because you can't beat the
quality of foods and staff. Farmer’s Market and farm
stands for produce and local meats. The Local in West
Cornwall for produce and local meats. For a few items in
between Guido’s runs, we go to Sharon Farm Market or
Kent IGA depending on what other errands I'm running.
— Michelle Shipp Schatz-Mullins, Cornwall

“I live in Sharon so I visit Sharon Market 3 times
a week for cold cuts, bread, prepared foods or a
sandwich. I also shop at LaBonne’s in Salisbury
twice a month. For major shopping I go to Stop

& Shop in either Canaan or Torrington”

— Johnny Martin, Sharon

“Aldi’s is definitely worth the drive, what costs over $150
at Big Y or Stop & Shop is usually around $50 there”

— Tony Baker

“Canaan Stop & Shop and once a month trip to BJ’s.
Plus, I will bike to LaBonne’s for something special”

— Roxi Foster, Falls Village

“TriCorner FEED in Millerton. As single mom and
head of household they are a life saver with their income
based sliding scale memberships. Plus everything
is local and fresh and they do a good latte!”

— Ali DeProdocini, Salisbury

TURNING BACK THE PAGES

NorRMA BOSWORTH

125 years ago — June 1901
John Green of Canaan
mountain killed a wild cat
weighing 25 pounds near his
home last week. Green shot
at the cat but missed it when
it sprang at him from a tree.
Green’s dog then tackled the
cat, and after a fierce fight the
creature was killed by a blow
from the man’s gun stock. A
young cat which was with the
mother was shot by Green.

Jacob, “Jakie,” son of Col-
onel Surdam of Mt. Riga,
aged 10 years, died sud-
denly and mysteriously last
Friday night. — Had not
complained; retired as usu-
al; about midnight one of his
older brothers with whom he
was sleeping was awakened
by him. The parents were
called; they saw at once that
“Jakie” was very ill. Dr. Sellew
was summoned, but “Jakie”
died before the doctor ar-
rived. He was buried in the
cemetery on Riga. There was
a large number of people at
the funeral.

SHARON — The Salis-
bury Savings Bank has do-
nated the use of the Malleable

Shop bell to the Firemen for
an indefinite length of time,
and instead of calling men to
work will be an alarm for fire.

R.N. Eggleston now has
the S.N.E. telephone.

100 years ago — June 1926

The auto road hog is about
as popular as a boil on the
nose, and most of us would
prefer the boil if we could
choose.

SALISBURY — Miss Vir-
ginia Parsons has entered the
employ of the Oxy-Crystine
Corporation.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Scott are recovering very
nicely after being injured
when the car in which they
were riding hit a train at
Norwich, N.Y. Saturday May
29th. Mrs. Scott is still in the
Memorial Hospital at Nor-
wich, but her speedy recov-
ery is hoped for.

Machinery and invention
are accomplishing wonderful

things nowadays. Pretty soon

Continued next page
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Trump’s smash and grab of the Treasury

n the very first day
of his second term,
Donald Trump

pardoned all of the “J6ers”
— those Trump supporters
who, at his behest, sought on
January 6, 2021 to prevent
the peaceful transfer of pow-
er to Joe Biden by laying siege
to the Capitol and violently
attacking the Capitol police
defending it. Hundreds of
these traitors were convicted
of felonies and imprisoned.

The pardons were a
monstrous and unparalleled
breach of the public trust and
poured salt on the gaping
wound the country suffered
on that darkest of days for
our democracy.

On May 18, 2026, Trump
plumbed even greater depths
of depravity. Through his act-
ing Attorney General Todd
Blanche — that thug with
a law license who had pre-
viously served as Trump’s
criminal defense attorney —
he announced the creation
ofa $1.776 billion “anti-wea-
ponization” fund, which he
subsequently made clear was
intended to reward the par-
doned J6ers. Even some Re-
publicans could not contain
their disgust. Senator Mitch
McConnell, for example, de-
scribed it as a “slush fund to
pay people who assault cops”
and called it “morally wrong”
and “utterly stupid”

The fate of the slush fund
is unclear. After some ini-
tial Republican pushback,
Blanche told Congress that
he does not intend to move
forward with it, but he re-
fused to put that pledge in
writing. Even after Blanche’s
comments, Trump told the
press he “loves” the slush
fund and “think[s] it’s so
important” Senate Repub-
licans, meanwhile, killed
a proposed bill that would
have abolished the fund. So
the matter is far from dead,
and it remains important
to understand why this un-
holy scheme is so rotten,
even apart from the moral
indefensibility of enriching
cop-beating traitors.

Under the Constitution,
only Congress holds the
power of the purse, and
the slush fund has not been
sanctioned by Congress. So
where do Trump and Blanche
intend to get the money to
pay the J6ers? The answer is
that they devised a scheme

GUEST
COMMENTARY

JAMES E. SPEYER

to circumvent the constitu-
tional bar on appropriations
unapproved by Congress and
pay the J6ers out of the Unit-
ed States Treasury, with our
taxpayer dollars.

This plan is probably the
most brazen act of corrup-
tion in presidential history.
Itis based on a criminal con-
spiracy to defraud the United
States. Here’s how it works
and why it’s illegal:

According to Blanche, the
money for the slush fund will
come out of what’s known
as the Judgment Fund of the
Department of Justice. On
a regular basis, Congress
appropriates money to this
Fund to enable DOJ to pay
out court-ordered judg-
ments and settlements. Con-
gress granted DOJ a certain
amount of limited discretion
to disburse these funds, in or-
der to avoid having to make
a separate appropriation for
each of the thousands of
judgments or settlements it
pays out each year.

But, by statute, to receive
money from the Judgment
Fund, a claimant must have
avalid court order or a “com-
promise settlement” of a law-
suit. So Trump and Blanche
came up with a lawsuit:
Trump sued the IRS over the
(admittedly) unlawful release
of his tax returns and claimed
$10 billion in damages. Then
they purported to “settle” this
claim for $1.776 billion, theo-
retically unlocking the mon-
ey available in the Judgment
Fund.

The problem with this
scheme — and why it’s ille-
gal— is that the lawsuit and
the ensuing “settlement”
were entirely bogus.

The lawsuit was a sham
from the outset. Under the
Constitution, federal courts
can only adjudicate actual
“cases” or “controversies”
This requires a bona fide
dispute between two distinct,
adversarial parties. Trump’s
lawsuit against the IRS lacked
the necessary adversity of
interest, because he controls
his opponent. As he has said
repeatedly, “I'm sort of su-
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At the lake

ing myself” Since there was
no true case or controversy,
there was no lawsuit that the
court could adjudicate.

Moreover, even if this sup-
posed lawsuit qualified as a
case or controversy, it would
still be utterly meritless and
could not warrant any pay-
out. The Justice Department
had compelling defenses to it,
including that it was barred
by the statute of limitations
because Trump brought it
too many years past the date
his returns were disclosed.
But instead of asserting any
defense, the Department
chose to lay down.

The $1.776 billion “settle-
ment” of this bogus, collusive
lawsuit is necessarily equally
bogus and collusive. There
cannot be a “‘compromise set-
tlement” if there is no valid
dispute to be compromised.

The bad faith, sham na-
ture of the “settlement” is un-
derscored by the fact that the
returns of thousands of other
taxpayers were also disclosed
simultaneously with Trump’s
returns, and many of those
taxpayers also sued. Rath-
er than settling those cases
for any amounts (much less
billions), the DOJ has vig-
orously fought attempts at
recovery.

The amount of the “set-
tlement” also highlights the
phoniness of the entire un-
dertaking. The notion that
Trump should obtain control
of almost $2 billion to dis-
pense as he pleases because
his tax returns were unlaw-
fully disclosed is absurd on
its face. Trump and Blanche
have not even tried to justify
this obscene amount.

By cooking up an ersatz
lawsuit and “resolving” it

with an equally ersatz “set-
tlement,” the Trump/Blanche
scheme violates the statute
governing the Judgment
Fund. Instead of a legitimate
claim to taxpayer funds to re-
solve an actual dispute, this
scheme instead defrauds the
government and loots the
Treasury.

It also constitutes a fraud
on the court. Lawyers are un-
der a sworn duty not to file
lawsuits for improper or bad
faith purposes. The only rea-
son Trump filed his lawsuit
was to create a false veneer
of legitimacy for his claim to
Judgment Fund dollars.

Judges do not like being
unwittingly enlisted in fraud-
ulent schemes. That explains
why Judge Kathleen Wil-
liams, who presides over the
lawsuit, has ordered Trump
and the Justice Department
to explain their conduct,
and has ordered briefing on
whether it should be consid-
ered a fraud on the court.

Regardless of any action
Judge Williams takes, the
fact remains that Trump and
Blanche appear to have orga-
nized a criminal conspiracy
to defraud the United States
Treasury out of nearly $2 bil-
lion. Every lawyer involved
in this sordid venture should
be investigated for potential
disbarment, and all involved
should be investigated for
potential criminal prosecu-
tion. There will be no such
prosecutions in this admin-
istration. But there very well
may be in the next: the stat-
ute of limitations won't ex-
pire on this crime until 2031.

James Speyer is a lawyer
and a volunteer with Lawyers
Defending American Democ-
racy. He lives in Sharon.
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What's happening with Greenland?

t the end of 2025
President Trump
told the world that

he was interested in acquir-
ing Greenland and would
take it by force if necessary,
stating that it was a matter
of national security.

His Cabinet officials
and others began echoing
his remarks regarding the
national security need to
better control the region, es-
pecially with climate change
opening up the arctic area to
shipping and possible sub-
marine warfare for the first
time. But in truth, the Pres-
ident’s interest in Greenland
arose more from his life-
long obsession with size;
Greenland was by far the
world’s largest island. As a
child he he was in love with
the Great Wall of China and
it became the inspiration for
his proposed wall between
the US and Mexico. His gi-
ant ballroom for the White
House continues his strange
obsession.

In addition to his con-
cern for national securi-
ty and his obsession with

Travels with Gary

¢ xcuse me, Gary!”
E“No, EX-CUSE me,
Geoff!” That sar-
castically polite exchange
captures a key aspect of
my relationship with Gary
Hufner, my co-driver at The
Lakeville Journal Company.
En route to our deliveries,
our conversations are typi-
cally punctuated by friendly
jibes, jousting and...peals of
laughter.

If you've seen a solid-
ly-built middle-aged man
with a toothy grin and two
days of grayish stubble wear-
ing a short-sleeved shirt
and a Tractor Supply base-
ball cap, you may have seen
Gary. If you've seen someone
matching this description
bounding along outside of
La Bonne’s with a bundle of
newspapers, you've definitely
seen him.

When 1 first met Gary
about a year and a half ago,
we seemed to have little in
common. I'm a fan of pod-
casts; Gary hates them. I like
lively roundtable conversa-
tions about politics and phi-
losophy; he rolls his eyes at
the mere mention. My go-to
is singer-songwriter music
and jazz; he gets restless if
he’s not listening to blue-
grass, country or Americana.
Hmmm. Tricky.

Yet surprisingly, this
odd-couple dynamic has
worked amazingly well. De-
spite (or possibly because of)
our feisty exchanges, we en-
joy each other’s company and
have become good friends.
We've certainly learned a
ton from one another: Be-
cause of me, Gary is more
aware of the importance of
the Strait of Hormuz, what
Mulligatawny Soup is, and
who Wendell Barry is. Be-
cause of him, I've learned
much more about the histo-
ry, backroads and personal-
ities of this wonderful area
we live in.

One day, driving south on
Route 41 from The Hotch-
kiss School to Sharon, Gary
pointed west to two trees in
the middle of a large field,
Mudge Pond shimmering
in the far distance. “Know
about Twin Oaks?” he asked.
“No, what’s to know?” I re-
sponded. He then recounted
the story of two iconic oak
trees, integral to one of the
most cherished vistas in Li-
tchfield County, Connecti-
cut, that had been around
since before the American
Revolution. The two origi-

OCCASIONAL
OBSERVER

Mac GORDON

bigness, Trump had been
studying the history of
American imperialism and
was favorably impressed by
our military capture and
control of foreign territory.
He was prepared to try his
own foreign adventures.

During World War 2 the
U.S. had several small mil-
itary bases on Greenland
and the relations with the
Greenlanders and Denmark
(whose colony it was then)
were good. Over the post-
war years the U.S. eventu-
ally closed all the bases save
one but Denmark (who still
controls Greenland’s foreign
affairs) had been accommo-
dating to any new American
military proposals.

So what’s so different
now? Global warming has
melted much of the north-
ern ice thus opening the

area to at least limited nav-
igation and both Russia and
China have been interested.
Without much elaboration,
the U.S. Defense and State
departments have told us
that this poses a formida-
ble security threat requiring
U.S. control of Greenland
to counter. But most secu-
rity analysts consider this a
shortsighted point of view.
An even more vulnerable
area to foreign intruders
would be from northern
Alaska to the Arctic Circle.
As former Alaskan governor
Sarah Palin was supposed to
have said, “I can see Russia
from my back porch!” How-
ever the U.S. has done little
or nothing to fortify this
area militarily. On the face
of it, it would seem more
appropriate for the U.S. to
shift its defensive attention
to the western side of the
continent. At the same time
it would make sense for
NATO rather than the U.S.
to oversee Greenland’s only
partly frozen, more naviga-
ble waterway. The U.S. is still
a most prominent member
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Gary Hufner, left, and Geoff Olans

ON THE RoAD

GEOFFREY OLANS

nal trees, he explained, were
felled in storms and replaced
with much younger ones by
the Sharon Land Trust in
2013.

Another day, driving
south on Route 7 towards
Kent, a mile and a half
south of Cornwall Bridge,
Gary alerted me to a colossal
moss-covered boulder that
juts out onto the left side of
the road. “As a prank, local
teenagers put a little stick
between the chin of the
boulder and the ground to
scare drivers into thinking
that a megaton weight could
easily come crashing down
on them!”

I've driven both these
roads for years and, until
recently, was never aware
of these little details, little
details that can make a big
difference into one’s under-
standing of a place.

Gary gets into some fun-
ny situations.

For instance, there is an
older woman at a cafe on our
route who goes gaga every
time she sees Gary. With a
very pronounced New York
City accent, she holds court
like the local mayor and goes
out of her way to make sure
that everyone within earshot
has been introduced. Given
their mutual affection, she
once joked that maybe she
and Gary should date. But
Gary, playing along, said
hed need to see her finan-
cials first.

As we make our way
along our delivery routes
every Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Gary and I come into
contact with scores of people
and we do our best to learn
and remember their names.
But there will always be that

awkward and embarrassing
moment when we come
upon someone whose name
we desperately want to re-
member but can’t. Gary’s
gambit for not getting tied
up in this knot is sleight
of hand. “Oh, hi,” he'll say,
“good to see you! I always
forget how to spell your last
name.” This approach has
backfired, of course, as when
the answer he once got was
“S-M-I-T-H!”

Parked in front of the
Sharon Package Store, one
of the more than fifty retail
accounts we deliver news-
papers to, Gary showed me
a video of a farm engine
hed picked up the previous
weekend. When not work-
ing for the Journal, Gary
is buying, selling, repair-
ing and collecting antique
machinery and gadgetry,
mainly but not exclusively
farm related. This would in-
clude tractors, hit-and-miss
engines, corn grinders, ice
tongs, egg scales, mangles,
etc. There’s a water mo-
tor from the 1890s sitting
outside the front entrance
of the Lakeville Journal
Company’s office in Falls
Village that once powered
our printing press. Hed like
to try to get it going again.

I often ask Gary to be my
teacher, especially when it
comes to farming and ma-
chinery. One day my ques-
tion to him was pretty basic:
“So, how does a 4-stroke en-
gine work?” “All you really
need to know is this,” he
answered, “intake-com-
pression-power-exhaust.” I
couldn’t be sure whether he
was describing a 4-stroke
engine or the nature of our
topsy-turvy relationship!

Geoffrey Olans delivers
The Lakeville Journal and
The Millerton to retail out-
lets on Wednesday, Thursday,
and the occasional Friday. He
lives in Millerton.

of NATO thus permitting
us to have some say in what
happens there but the con-
siderable animosity between
Trump and Greenland and
Denmark would be largely
avoided. And as a bonus,
perhaps Canada (a NATO
member) might be drawn
into being a more active
member of the Western
military alliance.

During the past four
months, closed door tri-
lateral meetings have been
held in Washington, at the
behest of the US State De-
partment with officials from
both Denmark and Green-
land to discuss the future of
the island.

Over the past year
Trump’s verbal tirades have
scared and angered people
and their governments all
over the world. A variety of
recent polls weighing popu-
lar feelings in eight western
European countries toward
the U.S. government have
all shown major disfavor re-
garding American foreign
policy, particularly because
of threats against Green-
land. Especially in Denmark
and in Greenland where
several hundred protest-
ers gathered in the capital,
Nuuk last week to protest
continued US involvement
in their affairs and specifi-
cally the opening of a much
larger new US consulate In
Nuuk to “commemorate” its
opening. Protesters carried
signs with messages such as
“Greenland is not for sale”
and “Dump Trump”. The
U.S. sent over an uninvit-
ed Special Envoy, Louisi-
ana Governor Jeff Landry,
a notoriously impolitic in-
dividual who, shortly after
arriving told everyone that
could hear him “it’s time for
Washington to put its foot
back on this Arctic terri-
tory” and other insulting
remarks.

Meanwhile back in
Washington talks continue.
The American demands are
so steep; Greenlandic offi-
cials fear that they amount
to a major imposition on
their sovereignty, such as
a possible veto over what
businesses might be per-
mitted to operate in the ter-
ritory. Meanwhile, the for-
mer Danish Prime minister
Mette Frederiksen, a strong
supporter of Greenland, is
about to be replaced and is
no longer in the discussions.

The parties are discuss-
ing cooperation on the
development of natural re-
sources. The island is loaded
with oil, natural gas, urani-
um, rare earths and other
critical minerals. However,
much of it is buried deep
beneath Greenland’s glacial
ice. The Trump administra-
tion is especially interested
in the island’s buried wealth
and wants to make sure that
other nations, particularly
China and Russia, are kept
away from it. Although he
likes to deny the signifi-
cance of global warming,
Trump knows that Green-
land’s underground riches
are becoming more acces-
sible year by year.

Trump’s war in Iran is go-
ing badly with no real end
in sight and he is looking
to get out. He wants a new,
more promising theater for
his international adventures
and is hoping to capture
Cuba next (although he has
already nearly done so by
an economic siege). Then
many think he may indulge
his continuing obsession
and make another attempt
to take Greenland.

Can you believe it?

Architect G. Macken-
zie Gordon, A.LA., lives in
Lakeville.
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all work will be done away
with. We will just think a
thing should be done and
presto it will be done, but
what a hard job some are
going to have to do the think-
ing.

A movement is on foot
among the merchants of
Canaan to inaugurate a half
holiday during the summer.
An effort is being made to
have the merchants close on
Thursday afternoon.

50 years ago — June 1976

The Connecticut State
Department of Health an-
nounced plans this week to
make available to everyone
by fall a vaccine to protect
against the virulent swine flu.
According to Dr. Henry Gal-
lup, health officer for Salis-
bury, the swine flu virus is the
same one which caused the
bad epidemic of 1918. Ad-
ministration of the bivalent
vaccine for the Northwest
District will be planned from
Torrington.

Mother’s Day this year
held special meaning for Vir-
ginia Sebbin, because she was
reunited with two brothers
after a 42-year separation.
Robert and Martin Barrett
came to her home on Fur-
nace Hill Road in East Ca-
naan and a joyful reunion
ensued. The brothers had fi-
nally found each other four
years before, after a 35-year
separation.

SALISBURY — Mr. and
Mrs. Hal Borland of Salis-
bury have given a set of Mr.
Borland’s books, about 18
written during the past 25
years, to the Scoville Library.
All the books were written
here, and about half are about
this area. “It seemed to us
there should be a set of them
somewhere,” Borland com-
mented. “We’ll add to them
as others come along” The
gift was made through L.S.
(Mike) McCabe, a member of
the library’s board of trustees.

LAKEVILLE — One hun-
dred years ago, for our coun-
try’s Centennial in 1876, the
Holley Manufacturing Com-
pany sent a display of 222
pocket knives to the Interna-
tional Exposition in Philadel-
phia. The knives were housed
in a beautifully-carved wal-
nut cabinet approximately
seven feet high and four feet
wide. This cabinet, with the
collection of pocket knives,
now stands in the carriage
house of the Holley-Williams
House.

CANAAN — Wangum
Village will be dedicated this
Sunday and will be the site
of a health screening service

June 29. The 40-unit housing
for the elderly project, which
opened last November, has
been “very successful,” ac-
cording to Arthur Baldwin,
Canaan Housing Authority
Chairman. Baldwin said that
a state grant of $640,000 fi-
nanced the facility. Of that
amount, some was returned
to the town for reimburse-
ment for the property the
housing was built on.

CANAAN — The chil-
dren’s 15th annual fishing
derby, sponsored by the
Northwest Connecticut Rod
and Gun Club, was held Sun-
day afternoon at the Albert
Giulian farm on Sand Road.
Candida Perotti landed a 17
Y4 inch trout to take top hon-
ors among the 150 children
entering the contest. Michael
Cantele placed second, snar-
ing a 16 % inch fish. Laura
Gandolfo was the first to net
the limit of three fish, which
she did in 10 minutes. Jeff
Ghidossi of Lime Rock was
the first boy to reach the di-
vision limit of three fish.

A confirmed case of ca-
nine heart worm has been
found in the center area of
Canaan. Veterinarians ad-
vise that all dogs within a
four-mile radius of a case of
the disease be tested, and, if
found free of heart worm, be
given preventive medication.

FALLS VILLAGE — Two
teachers at Lee H. Kellogg el-
ementary school have been
commissioned to walk the
town boundaries and to
report their findings to the
selectmen. Howard Reed
and David Parmelee were
appointed after volunteering,
First Selectman David Do-
meier said Friday. Domeier
said that state statutes require
that the town boundaries be
“perambulated” once every
five years to examine bound-
ary markings. He said he did
not know when the job was
last accomplished here.

25 years ago — June 2001

One aspect of Sharon
Hospital’s reorganization
plan came to fruition Friday
with the sale of the Sharon
Health Care Center to Unit-
ed Methodist Homes. The
building and approximately
seven acres were conveyed
from Sharon Corp., parent
company of the hospital, to
the Shelton-based, not-for-
profit organization for $7.36
million. The sale erases a $6
million Sharon Corp. debt
to the Connecticut Health
and Educational Facilities
Administration held on the
nursing home.

These items were taken from
The Lakeville Journal archives
at Salisbury’s Scoville Memori-
al Library, keeping the original
wording intact as possible.

SeElT

. _Realtor® at Large

Founded in 1895, the
Connecticut Forest & Park

Association (CFPA) was the first
private, nonprofit, conservation
organization to be established
in Connecticut. Its mission is

to help preserve CT’s forested
lands and promote their
enjoyment for the public. An
example of their work is the
creation of CT’s Blue Trail
system started in 1929 and now
featuring 825 miles of beautiful
hiking trails! To find out more,
please visit: ctwoodlands.org/
trails/ And to see interactive
mabps for the trails and parking
areas please go to: ctwoodlands.
org/explore-trails/interactive-
map/.

JOHN HARNEY

Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068

Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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LABONNE’S
Continued from Page A1

and remain highly prelimi-
nary, pending review from
both the town and from the
Market Place of Salisbury.

As of early June, La-
Bonne’s leadership did not
comment directly on the
project when asked, stating
that the effort remains in
early stages.

During the meeting,
though, LaBonne Jr. spoke
about the advantages of ex-
panding parking options in
town.

Referencing other mu-
nicipalities with vibrant
downtowns such as Litch-
field and Middletown, he
said that ample parking and
thoughtful planning can
play a big role in vitalizing
Main Street activity.

“If you don’t provide
parking for capacity, you
will chase people out of
town,” he said.
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As part of extended discussions with the Economic Development Committee on
May 21, Robert LaBonne Jr. advocated for more signage to draw passers by onto

Academy Street.

HousING
Continued from Page A1

Baumann said the proj-
ect is ready to move forward
once the financing agree-
ment closes. The Trust has
already hired Boulder Ridge
Construction of Bethlehem
and expects to begin con-
struction this summer.

The Trust was gifted the
property in late 2024 by an
anonymous donor. The lot
already has a well and sep-
tic system, helping reduce
development costs.

Baumann said he hopes
to keep the home’s price low
enough that housing costs
would not exceed 30% of in-
come for a household earn-
ing 80% of the area median
income, the state’s standard
for affordable housing.

According to numbers
released by the state on May
1, the area median income
of the Northwest Hills Plan-
ning Region for a four-per-
son household is $122,800,

making 80% $98,240.

Fundraising began last
year with a local foundation
awarding the Trust with a
$25,000 matching grant,
of which $10,000 has been
raised so far.

The Trust is also in the
process of renovating the
former community center
at 99 North Main St. into
four two-bedroom rental
apartments. The project is
adjacent to six existing af-
fordable rental units owned
by the Trust.

The organization re-
ceived $2 million in state
grant money last year for the
project, which is currently
underway, although repairs
to all four buildings are on
pause as the state’s Historic
Preservation Office, com-
monly called SHPO, reviews
plans on the century-old
community center and ad-
jacent structures.

A ‘step back in time’ brings Revolutionary Cornwall to life

By Ruth Epstein

CORNWALL - The town
Green was transformed into
a Revolutionary War militia
encampment June 6 and 7,
but don’t call it a “re-enact-
ment,” said event organizer
Warren Stevens.

“It’s a step back in time,”
he clarified.

Stevens, who is leading
the town’s 250th anniversa-
ry celebration, oversaw an
encampment of white tents
across the grounds where
men portraying colonial
soldiers and women aiding
them went about daily camp
life. Four military units from
five states participated.

Seasoned participants
moved with authenticity,
never breaking character.
Stevens said the authenticity
could be traced “down to the
buttons they wear”

Two sisters from Rhode
Island, Minka Bernardo
and Judy Tereshka, helped
feed the troops. “It’s good
to get a glimpse into how
they lived,” said Tereshka.
“It wasn't easy.”

Some of the participants
portrayed not only historical
figures, but their own distant
relatives.

Robert Frasier of War-
rensburg, N.Y., portrayed
his ancestor Thomas Flem-
ing, who was married in
Cornwall in 1762.

“He was part of Col.
Charles Burrall's army and
fought at the Battle of the
Cedars,” Frasier said. “He
never made it back”

An enthusiast of early
American history, Stevens
hunts with black powder,
builds his own firearms and
casts musket balls. “I was

James Thomas portraying Elijah Bronson provides music.

born 270 years too late,” he
said.

Like many other North-
west Corner towns, Corn-
wall sent a significant por-
tion of its population to fight
in the Revolutionary War.
More than 200 residents
served.

First Selectman Gordon
M. Ridgway, Selectmen Roc-
co Botto and John Brown,
Warren First Selectman
Greg LaCava, Alice Ridgway
of Litchfield, Zach Tanner of
Warren and Susan Hellman
of Cornwall performed in
a ceremonial review of the
militia company.

Many current local fam-
ilies still bear the names of
soldiers who went off to the
war, including the Hurl-
burts, Swifts, Sedgwicks,
Rogers, Scovilles and Tan-
ners.

Standing in front of Town
Hall, Ridgway noted that
Swift descendant John Cal-
houn funded the building in
1908, when it was construct-
ed as a library. Ridgway
also recounted the story
of Cornwall native Heman
Swift, who helped bandage
the Marquis de Lafayette af-
ter he was wounded during
the war.

The activities over the
two days included drill and
tactical demonstrations, a
children’s drill, music and
ongoing displays.

Sisters Judy Teresh-
ka, left, and Minka
Bernardo, serve food
to the troops during
Cornwall’s Militia
Days.
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Soldiers at Militia Days in Cornwall practice a drill.

OBITUARY

CANAAN — Anita L.
(King) Gochey, 85, of 77
South Canaan Rd. died June
5, 2026, at Geer Village. She
was the wife of the late Lester
Gochey. Anita was born July
16, 1940, in Winsted, daugh-
ter of the late Ivan and Irene
(Dulude) King.

Anita was well known
throughout the Northwest
Corner. She worked for many
local businesses and organi-
zations. Anita worked at the
Rexall Drug Store, C.A. Lin-
dell and Sons, Bob’s Clothing,
Brooks Pharmacy, and the
Housatonic Valley Regional

Anita L.

High School in the cafeteria.
She used her skills in callig-
raphy to complete the record
books for the North Canaan
Congregational Church.
Anita’s daughter remembers
her as being very creative
with cardboard, and a lov-
ing mom.

Anita is survived by her
son Raymond Gochey and
his fiancee’ Chris Filkins of
Hinsdale, Massachusetts;
and her daughter Michele
O’Brien of Sharon. She is also
survived by her sister Denise
Warner of Torrington and
her brother Arthur King of

Gochey

Danbury. Her three grand-
children, Kyle Gochey of
Pittsfield, Massachusetts,
Cody O’Brien of Georgia,
and Sabrina O’Brien of Falls
Village. Anita was prede-
ceased by her brother, Mar-

tin King.

A Celebration of Anita’s
life will be held on Saturday
June 20, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. in
the Newkirk-Palmer Funeral
Home 118 Main St. Canaan,
CT 06018.

For more obituaries, see page A4
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Little Guild’s Great Country Mutt Show draws record crowd

Continued from Page A1

tor of The Little Guild. She
said the record attendance
“speaks volumes about the
love of animals in our com-
munity and the tremendous
support shown for the Little
Guild and its mission.”

The giant tent, silhouetted
against a wide blue sky, be-
gan filling just before the 11
a.m. opening. The “tongue-
in-cheek, Westminster-style”
dog show was originally con-
ceived by renowned designer
and animal advocate Bunny
Williams.

WEFSB meteorologist
Scot Haney returned as
host, joined by judges Rich-
ard Schlesinger, an Em-
my-Award winning journal-
ist with CBS News, and Bill
Berloni, the well-known an-
imal trainer who trained the
first Sandy for the Broadway
show “Annie,” proving that
rescue animals can become
stars.

People of all ages lined
up with their dogs, which
were leashed and eager
to strut their stuff in con-
tests throughout the day.
Children held pets in their
arms, some owners sported
matching outfits with their
canine companions, and de-
spite the crowd, there was
not a growl or skirmish
amongst the dogs. Dogs of
every size and breed filled
the grounds, including
towering Bernese Moun-
tain dogs, tiny chihuahuas
tucked into shoulder carri-
ers, whiskery terriers, long-
haired dachshunds, happy
retrievers, bulldogs, one
Bassett hound and countless
mixed breeds.

Co-Chairs Robin Chan-
dler and Chet Krayewski
said they were pleased with
the event’s success. Mem-
bers of the board filled
different roles, along with
many volunteers, plus the
staff of the Little Guild.

Langendoerfer also ex-
pressed special thanks to
Tracy Tucker and Joel How-
ard for their support of a

gala held the night before
at Norfolk Country Club.

New this year was a hos-
pitality tent, suggested by
Bunny Williams, where dogs
could cool off at their own
water station while visitors
enjoyed food trucks, a mo-
bile pizza oven and live mu-
sic by The Joint Chiefs. Ven-
dors offered dog-themed
merchandise.

Awards were presented
to the Most Unidentifiable
Mix, Sweetest Pair of Dogs,
Best Ears, Best Trick, Best
Companion/Family Mem-
ber, Best Lap Dog Over 40
Pounds, Best Kisser, Wag-
giest Tail, and Best in Show.
While the winners received
blue ribbons, each registered
dog received a commemora-
tive ribbon.

The 2026 Great Country Mutt Show sees record attendance

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST
on a sunny June day.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Founder of the Great Country Mutt Show, designer Bunny Williams, and
a young contestant with her winning dog.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Otis won the Best Trick competition.

Best in Show winner Archy with Adam and Charlotte Van Doren.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST
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$75,000 MATCHING CHALLENGE

to go!

THE GOOD NEWS

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News
are alive and well and thriving.

Thanks to you, our two local newspapers have DEFIED the troubling economic trend
that has led to thousands of America’s small town newspapers shutting down.

But we still need your help to build the
future. If we don’t grow, we won't survive.
To help guarantee the future, members of our board are offering an urgent

$75,000 matching challenge through June 15.
Every dollar you give up to $75,000 will be doubled.

Here’s how the money will be spent

Investing in how the news reaches you
We're expanding our digital reach, publishing online throughout the week,
and offering several highly popular newsletters.

Expanded enterprise and lifestyle reporting

With a new Executive Editor, we are strengthening our newsroom,
producing enterprise reporting on major issues and expanding our coverage
of the arts and community events in the re-designed Compass section.

Imvesting in future talent

We revived the school newspaper and journalism programs at Housatonic Valley Regional
High School, and plan to do the same at high schools in our New York coverage area. And for
the fourth year, we will continue our paid summer internship program for college students.
Publishing more prize-winning reporting

The Lakeuille Journal earned multiple awards from the New England Newspaper & Press

Association, including First Place for Natalia Zukerman’s “Bearing Witness at Auschwitz,’
a powerful story about memory and responsibility.

Yes, the future of local news for our community is promising—but not guaranteed.
Please join us. Every dollar you give—up to $75,000—will be matched.

Together, we're building the future of local news.

To Donate

Please go to LakevilleJournal.com/donate
or mail a check to
LJMN Media, Inc.
64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Local Matters

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL | THE MILLERTON NEWS

All donations to LIMN Media, Inc., a 501(c)(3),

are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Scan to Donate




Canaan-Falls Village
town pool passes
now on sale

By Staff Report

FALLS VILLAGE -
As summer approach-
es, the Canaan-Falls
Village Town Pool is
offering season and
day passes for both
residents and non-res-
idents.

Non-resident day
passes cost $15 per
person, while chil-
dren ages five and un-
der are admitted free.
Non-resident season
passes are $160 per
person, and family sea-
son passes for two or
more people are $320.

Non-residents in-

terested in purchasing
a season pass may do
so in person at the pool.

In addition to a large
L-shaped swimming
pool, the Recreation
Center features a play-
ground, pool house
with restrooms and
changing facilities, pic-
nic tables and charcoal
grills.

Additional infor-
mation is available on
the Canaan-Falls Vil-
lage Recreation Com-
mission website. The
pool’s official opening
date is expected to be
announced on social
media soon.

Hammond Beach
opens for the season

By Staff Report

CORNWALL -
Hammond Beach in
West Cornwall will
open for the summer
season on Saturday,
June 20. Beach pass-
es are now available
through the Cornwall
Selectman’s Office.

Resident passes
cost $20 per family
or $10 per individual.
Non-resident passes
are $150 per family
or $75 per individual,
while short-term rental

passes are $60.
Located at 37 Lake
Road, Hammond
Beach is open to resi-
dents and pass holders
throughout the sum-
mer. Town officials
have also launched
an official Hammond
Beach Facebook page
to provide updates on
beach news, events and
seasonal information.
For more informa-
tion, contact the beach
director at HBeach@
cornwallct.gov or call
860.672.6082.

Our Towns
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Sharon’s forgotten animal
pounds draw new attention

By Alec Linden

SHARON - While
many think of the “pound”
as a place for stray dogs,
a century and a half ago
town pounds were a fixture
of life in rural Connecticut,
used to temporarily con-
tain wandering livestock.
Today, a Sharon resident
is working to restore one of
those long-forgotten stone
enclosures.

Lynn Kearcher, a town
selectman pursuing the
project independently, has
spent months restoring an
old-fashioned pound on
Sharon Mountain Road
in an effort to preserve a
little-known piece of the
town’s agrarian history.

“It’s a structure that
links us to our past in what
was a very important peri-
od,” she said June 4, while
pulling brush from the
pound’s low stone walls.
The site, near the intersec-
tion of Sharon Mountain
and Jackson Hill roads,
is owned by three private
landowners, all of whom
have given permission for
the effort.

The now-tidy plot
looked very different just
several months ago, Kear-
cher said. Since then, she,
her husband, Carl Chaiet,
and other volunteers have
spent many hours clearing
weeds and brush, while
several community mem-
bers donated money to hire
Applewood Tree Care to
remove several dead trees
from the site.

Sharon Housing Trust, BOE discuss
shared water infrastructure options

By Aly Morrissey

SHARON - Represen-
tatives from the Sharon
Housing Trust appeared
before the Board of Edu-
cation June 8, seeking as-
sistance with a water sup-
ply issue that could affect
plans to convert the for-
mer Sharon Community
Center into four affordable
apartments.

Architect and Hous-
ing Trust board member
Andrew Ferentinos said
engineers determined
the building’s planned
fire sprinkler system will
require a dedicated water
line. The Housing Trust
had intended to connect
the building to water ser-
vice from neighboring
properties it owns, but
discovered the existing in-
frastructure lacks sufficient
capacity.

Ferentinos outlined
three possible solutions,
including trenching across
Route 44 to connect di-
rectly to the water main,
replacing the existing line
between Sharon Center
School and the communi-
ty center, or tapping into
the school’s water service

Correcting Errors

We are happy to correct
errors in news stories when
they are called promptly to
our attention. We are also
happy to correct factual
and/or typographical errors
in advertisements when
such errors affect meaning.
Notice of such error must be
given to us after the first run
of the advertisement.

before the school’s meter. A
decision may be needed by
the end of June because the
state is expected to pave
Route 44 in August.
During the discussion,
contractor Will Case said
the school’s water service
appears to be supplied by
an aging two-inch pipe
that may eventually need
replacement. He suggested
any future upgrade could
provide additional capacity
for both properties.
Board members raised
questions about liabili-
ty, insurance and costs.
Housing Trust representa-
tives said the organization

would pay for any work
needed to support the proj-
ect. No decision was made,
and further engineering
analysis and discussion are
expected later this month.

In the meantime, BOE
decided to allow Case to
dig two test pits this week-
end to check for ledge - or
solid bedrock - and to
more closely examine the
existing pipes. Further dis-
cussion is expected to be
held during a special BOE
meeting later this month
as plans would need to be
finalized and in motion
by early July, according to

Ferentinos.

THE RE INSTITUTE

AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

1395 Boston Corners Rd.

Millerton, NY 12546
518-567-5359

Open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday

Ipm to 4pm

www.TheRelnstitute.com

FRI06/12 >THU 06/18

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS >

themoviehouse.net

Fri.June 12 @ 12 PM
DISCLOSURE DAY First Friday Film Club

MURDEROUS
MAGIC HOUR Sat. June 13 @ 7PM

Meet the Director

BACKROOMS THE KEEPER + Q&A

Wed. June 17 @ 7PM
PRESSURE GREGG ALLMAN:
SHEEP DETECTIVES Music of My Soul

The Moviehouse is a non-profit 501c3 independent cinema & arts organization.
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48 MAIN STREET, MILLERTON, NY
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Lynn Kearcher and her husband, Carl Chaiet, pull brush from within the
pound’s walls just off Sharon Mountain Road. Kearcher said the boulder em-
bedded in the slope at the back of the pound is a unique architectural feature.

Kearcher is continuing
to raise money to restore
the pound to an appear-
ance she believes reflects
the dignity such a vestige
of town history deserves.

In pre-barbed wire
days, when farms were
more numerous and often
smaller with limited means
of monitoring livestock,
New England towns built
special corrals for ani-
mals on the loose. A res-
ident known as the pound
keeper rounded up rogue
animals in a common pen.
Farmers could either pay a
fee to collect them or sur-
render them to the town,
which could then auction
the animals and keep the
earnings.

Town pounds emerged
in New England from the
earliest days of livestock
husbandry up until the late
19th century, and their im-
portance in that era is hard
to overstate, said history
writer Matthew E. Thomas,
author of a 2023 book on
New England’s remaining
animal pounds.

“You had to have a

pound to be able to prevent
all of these different live-
stock animals from escap-
ing from their farms and
wreaking havoc in neigh-
bors’ property, which did
not make for good neigh-
borly dealing sometimes,”
Thomas said.

“These are wonderful
monuments to the past,”
he added, noting that a
runaway cow could wreck
someone’s food stores for
the hard winter ahead.

Thomas’s research
identified approximately
170 known pounds intact
today in New England, but
he said he’s grateful to res-
idents like Kearcher who
show that there are likely
many more lost to time in
yards and woods across the
region.

“It just makes it so much
more meaningful to know
that there are people out
there that genuinely care
about preserving our early
American history;” he said.

Kearcher has identi-
fied two more suspected
pounds nearby, with one
hidden in the woods far-

ther south on Sharon Road
and the other sitting in a
thicket next to Fairchild
Road. Both are located on
land owned by the Sharon
Land Trust, which has giv-
en permission for future
restoration.

The goal, Kearcher said,
is to protect these sites with
an ordinance that would
herald them as artifacts of
Sharonss history, potential-
ly dating back to the early
18th century. Kearcher has
been communicating with
the state archeologist to or-
ganize a visit that may shed
some light on the specific
stories of the structures.

For his part, Thomas
said the pounds, while
forgotten by many, are a
strong reminder of a dif-
ferent way of living in the
countryside: “A time,” he
wrote, “when nearly all
social, economic, religious
and political issues were
handled primarily at the
local level” In that bygone
era, sometimes locking up
a cow or pig for a few days
was another means to keep
the peace.

LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notice
The Planning & Zoning
Commission of the Town
of Salisbury will hold a
Public Hearing on Special
Permit  Application #
2026-0321 by owners Mi-
chael S Shuster & Deborah
A Morel for a detached
apartment on a single-
family residential lot at 94
Salmon Kill Road, Salis-
bury, Map 11, Lot 31 per
Section 208 of the Salis-
bury Zoning Regulations.
The hearing will be held
on Monday, June 15, 2026
at 6:45 PM. There is no
physical location for this
meeting. This meeting will
be held virtually via Zoom
where interested persons
can listen to & speak on
the matter. The applica-
tion, agenda and meeting
instructions will be listed
at www.salisburyct.us/age
ndas/. The application
materials will be listed at
www.salisburyct.us/plann
ing-zoning-meeting-docu
ments/. Written com-
ments may be submitted
to the Land Use Office,
Salisbury Town Hall, 27
Main Street, P.O. Box 548,
Salisbury, CT or via email
to landuse@salisburyct.us.
Paper copies of the agen-
da, meeting instructions,

and application materials
may be reviewed Monday
through Thursday be-
tween the hours of 8:00
AM and 3:30 PM at the
Land Use Office, Salisbury
Town Hall, 27 Main
Street, Salisbury CT.
Salisbury Planning & Zon-
ing Commission
Robert Riva, Secretary
06-04-26
06-11-26

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission
Notice is hereby given that
the following actions were
taken by the Planning &
Zoning Commission of
the Town of Salisbury,
Connecticut on June 1,

2026:

Approved - Site Plan
Application  #2026-0322
by George Johannesen

(Allied Engineering Asso-
ciates, Inc.), for develop-
ment activities including a
new driveway and septic
systems in the Lake Pro-
tection Overlay District in
accordance with section
404 of the regulations. The
property is shown on
Salisbury Assessor's Map
24 as Lot 02 and is located
at 231 Twin Lakes Road,
Salisburv. The owner of

the property is American
School for the Deaf.
Approved with condition
that impervious surface be
reduced further by 0.4%
and the conditions recom-
mended by the Town
consulting engineer - Spe-
cial Permit Application
#2026-0319 by Todd Par-
sons (Haley Ward), for
vertical expansion of a
non-conforming structure
in accordance with Section
503.2 of the regulations
and Site Plan application
for development activities
in the Lake Protection
Overlay District in accord-
ance with Section 404 of
the regulations. The prop-
erty is shown on Salisbury
Assessor's Map 64 as Lot
06 and is located at 25
Morgan Lane, Salisbury.
The owners of the proper-
ty are Brian McDevitt &
Meghna Danton.
Any aggrieved person may
appeal these decisions to
the Connecticut Superior
Court in accordance with
the provisions of Connect-
icut General Statutes §8-8.
Town of Salisbury
Planning &
Zoning Commission
Robert Riva, Secretary
06-11-26
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North Canaan mourns loss
of three community leaders

By Christian Murray

NORTH CANAAN -
Town officials paid tribute
last week to three longtime
residents who have died re-
cently, remembering their
decades of civic engage-
ment that left a mark on
the community.

Over the course of the
last month, North Canaan
has lost Peter Brown, Bill
Hower and Nick Gandolfo,
all of whom dedicated
years of service to local
boards, organizations and
community efforts.

“We all in the Town of
North Canaan are griev-
ing the loss of many peo-
ple,” First Selectman Jesse
Bunce wrote on the town
Facebook page, referring
to the three men.

Brown, who died at age
70, served on the Planning
and Zoning Commission
for nearly 25 years, includ-
ing more than two decades
as vice chairman. Bunce
said Brown also operated
Lone Oak Campsites with
his brother, Barry, and
was known for supporting
charitable causes, includ-
ing motorcycle fundraising
rides and other community
events.

Brown, as a child, grew
up on a farm in East Ca-
naan that his parents con-
verted into what became
Lone Oak Campsites. In
the 1990s, he and Bar-
ry purchased the camp-
ground from their parents.
The campground was sold
in 2024.

“Very seldom do you
find a person that pretty
much everybody in town
loved,” Bunce said in an
interview. “Peter’s one of
those guys.”

Meanwhile, Hower,
who was 66-years-old at
the time of his death, was
involved in North Canaan’s
economic development ef-
forts for roughly 25 years.

PHOTO BY MADI LONG

He was a longtime local
business person, who
worked in the automo-
tive industry, primarily
through his family busi-
ness, Jim’s Garage.

According to Bunce,
Hower had recently ap-
proached town officials
about helping boost the
local economy.

“He was a great asset to
the town,” Bunce said.

Also remembered was
Gandolfo, a U.S. Marine
Corps veteran of the Kore-
an War, who was a familiar
presence at Memorial Day
ceremonies and veterans
events. He served in Korea
from 1952 to 1953 and par-
ticipated in several battles

and combat operations.

Bunce said Gandolfo,
who died at the age of 94,
served on multiple town
boards and committees,
participated in Boy Scout
activities and remained ac-
tive in community affairs
throughout his life.

In announcing Gan-
dolfo’s death, Bunce not-
ed that he was among
the town’s last remaining
veterans from before the
Vietnam War era and had
become a fixture of North
Canaan’s Memorial Day
parade.

“There are few, if any, in
North Canaan who don’t
have a memory of him,
Bunce wrote. “His dedica-
tion, kindness and unwav-
ering commitment to this
town will not be forgotten.”

Bunce said each of the
men contributed to North
Canaan in different ways,
but all shared a commit-
ment to bettering the town.

“As our community con-
tinues to face a number of
recent losses, now is a time
for us to come together —
to support one another, to
share our memories and
to honor the remarkable
lives of those who paved
the path before us,” he said.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

June is turtle breeding season

Early June is the heart of the breeding season for turtles
in New England, causing many mother turtles, like the
painted turtle below, to cross roads in search of places to
lay their eggs.

Wildlife experts advise vigilance and slow driving during
this critical period, which lasts into July.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN
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Drivers urged to use caution
as Kent road work begins

By Aly Morrissey

KENT - Drivers in
Kent should use caution
Monday, June 8, as rou-
tine road maintenance is
scheduled to begin on sev-
eral roads. Highway crews
are preparing for annual
chip-sealing projects, a
process used to repair
or extend the lifespan of
paved roads.

The following roads are

scheduled for treatment:

Geer Mountain Road
(from Ore Hill Road to
Jennings Road); Ore Hill
Road; South Road; Ken-
mont Road; Bulls Bridge
Road (from Route 7 to No.
160); Macedonia Brook
Road.

Town officials said the
work is weather depen-
dent and delays or re-
scheduling are possible.
Temporary speed limit

reductions will be in effect
because of loose stone on
the roadway.

Drivers are urged to fol-
low traffic directions, use
caution in work zones and
reduce their speed to avoid
throwing loose stones into
the windshields of passing
vehicles.

Residents with ques-
tions may contact the Kent
Selectman’s Office at 860-
927-4628.

Hazardous household waste day
set for June 20 in Falls Village

By Alec Linden

FALLS VILLAGE -
A household hazard-
ous waste collection
day will take place rain
or shine from 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, June
20 at the Falls Village
Public Works Garage
at 100 Railroad Street.
Residents of 12
towns are permitted to
participate in the event,
which is meant to pro-
vide a safe and clean
way to dispose of harm-
ful household materi-
als that may pollute the
environment and risk
public safety if handled

improperly.
Registration is free
but required to partic-
ipate, and is restricted
to residents of Falls Vil-
lage, Colebrook, Corn-
wall, Goshen, Harwin-
ton, Kent, Litchfield,
Norfolk, North Canaan,
Salisbury, Sharon and
Torrington. Registration
can be made by contact-
ing one’s town hall or by
navigating to the asso-
ciated Eventbrite page
by searching “NHCOG”
on Eventbrite.com.
Accepted items in-
clude paints, cleaners,
gasoline, pool chemi-
cals, furniture polishes,

household batteries and
other toxic, corrosive
and flammable materi-
als. A full list of accept-
able and unacceptable
materials can be found
on the Eventbrite page,
alongside more infor-
mation and an FAQ.

Residents will be
required to sign up for
a one hour time slot to
manage visitor volume.
Registration closes the
Friday evening before
the event at 8 p.m.

The event is being
co-sponsored by the
Northwest Hills Coun-
cil of Governments and
participating towns.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Sealed with a kiss

5. Large sandwich

8. Swiss city

12. Japanese persimmons

14. When you hope to get
somewhere

15. Wings

16. A name of God

18. Elected official
(informal)

19. Abnormal breathing

20. “Seinfeld” character

21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)

22. Something for sale

23. Gets rid of

26. One who touts

30. Blemished

31. Less than exciting

32. Born of

33. N. German town

34. Notes

39. Move away from land

42. Vulcanite

44. More ignoble

46. Child actor Kirk

47. Written works

49. Sea vessel

50. Residue

51. Engraved

56. Having sufficient skill

57. One and only

58. Erase

59. Broad inlets

60. Nightmarish street

61. Play again

62. Formerly (archaic)

63. Add a color to change
the color

64. Move swiftly and
lightly

CLUES DOWN

1. Scottish island

2. River in the
Netherlands

3. Asian people

4. Fuzzy fruit

5. Ninth month (abbr.)

6. An idealistic social
reformer

7. What you owe

8. Colorless mineral

9. Overjoyed

10. Rattling breaths

11. Tropical Old World
tree

13. A citizen of Senegal

Brain Teasers

17. Greek mythological 47. Relating to a lobe

beauty 48. Underlying message
24. Wrath 49. Hollywood pig
25. Instrument to measure  52. Indicates pitch

wind speed 53. Filament of a feather

54. Small ornamental
ladies’ bag for small
articles

55. Diminish

26. Luxury carmaker

27. Bitterly regret

28. Not or

29. Google certification

35. Midway between
northeast and east

36. Space station

37. Relating to the ears

38. Congressman

40. Yelled at

41. Rudely assertive

42. Defunct European
money

43. Shared one’s soul

44. Onion rolls

45. A way to state clearly

June 4 Solution

Sudoku
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Level: Intermediate

Noble

HORIZONS

Senior Living ® Rehabilitation © Skilled Nursing

A nonprofit organization
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068
(860) 435-9851 * www.noblehorizons.org
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NUVANCE
HEALTH
IS NOW

NORTHWELL

RAISE -
HEALTH

We’re here to Raise Health for all.

That means bringing the most awarded
health system in the tristate closer to
home, investing in enhanced facilities,
more doctors, and building around what
your community needs.

Learn more at Northwell.edu/CareforAll

Claim based on U.S. News & World Report’s 2025-26 Best Hospitals. Different hospitals within Northwell ranked for different specialties.
USNWR HDI data and health system delineated by AHA Surveys 2018-2023. Tri-state defined as NY, CT & NJ.
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North Canaan to raise liberty
pole for first time in 252 years

By Ruth Epstein

NORTH CANAAN - For
the first time in 252 years,
a liberty pole bearing a flag
emblazoned with the words
“Liberty and Property” will
rise over Canaan as part of a
community celebration June
13. The event, which will take
place in Bunny McGuire
Park at 11 a.m., will also in-
clude fun, games and food
for families and residents.

The pole will be erected
on the corner lot at the in-
tersection of Routes 7 and
44, across from St. Martin of
Tours Church, where it will
remain in place for the rest
of the year.

Town historian Kathryn
Boughton said the event
commemorates the patriot-
ic fervor that swept through
Canaan in the years leading
up to the American Revolu-
tion.

Canaan was an early
hotbed of dissent, she said,
writing its Canaan Resolves
before any of the other towns
in the Northwest Corner and
actively participating in shut-
ting down the King’s courts
in Great Barrington in Au-
gust 1774 in response to the
burdensome Coercive Acts.

Many Canaan men later
fought in the Revolutionary
War, taking part in some of
its most historic battles.

Liberty poles were a com-
mon symbol of resistance to
British rule and were often
predominantly placed in
public spaces to intimidate
those with opposing views.

Historian Tim Abbott
said Canaan’s original lib-
erty pole was raised June
21, 1774. The Connecticut
Courant described it as “a
Standard for Liberty, 78 Feet
high,” and topped by a scarlet
flag 15-feet long bearing the
words, “Liberty” and “Prop-
erty” in large Capitals.

The event was peaceful,
and the participants later
gathered at the Lawrence
Tavern, which still stands, for
celebration. It is reported a
more violent demonstration
took place at the same site
just a few weeks later.

The words were report-
edly chosen to highlight the
value of property ownership,
which was often considered
as a way to secure liberty.

Following this Saturday’s
flag raising ceremony, resi-
dents are invited to Bunny
McGuire Park for a free
community picnic titled,

Saturday, June 13.

“Life, Liberty and the Pur-
suit of Appleness,” featuring
American items like hot dogs
and apple pie, provided by
Freund’s Farm Market and
Bakery.

Kathy Keane, chairman of
the town’s USA 250th Com-
mittee, said there will be co-
lonial re-enactors, musket
demonstrations, cartridge
rolling, quill and ink draw-
ing and games for children.

“It should be a lot of fun,”
said Keane. “We're keeping in
the spirit of that time”

The event is being spon-
sored by the 250th Anniver-
sary Committee, the Canaan
History Center, the Canaan
Exchange Club and the town
of Canaan. Freund’s Farm
Market and Bakery will pro-
vide hot dogs and apple pie.

@he Lakeville Zonenal

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal

PHOTO PROVIDED
Canaan First Selectman Jesse Bunce, left, and Geoff Drury conduct a test-run
of raising the liberty pole and flag that will be officially raised in a ceremony on

Cemetery Tours

The Falls Village-Ca-
naan Historical Society
and the North Canaan
History Center will host
guided tours of Revo-
lutionary War veterans’
graves Sunday, June 14.

In Falls Village, guides
in period dress will lead
tours at Grassy Hill Cem-
etery, 68 Point of Rocks
Road, sharing the stories
of veterans buried there.
Self-guided tours will also
be available at Haskins
Cemetery on Under-
mountain Road and the
Root-Gillette Cemetery
on Steap Road.

In Canaan, tours will
be offered at Mountain
View Cemetery on Sand
Road, Forbes Cemetery on
Lower Road and Hillside
Cemetery on Route 44 in
East Canaan.

The free event is part
of America’s 250th anni-
versary commemoration
and is funded through a
grant from the Canaan
Foundation.

For more information,
call the Falls Village-Ca-
naan Historical Society
at 860-824-8226 or the
Canaan History Center at
860-453-4435.

Send news tips to editor@lakevillejournal.com

Canaan residents
among earliest to
challenge British rule

By Ruth Epstein

FALLS VILLAGE -
Residents of Canaan were
among the earliest in the
nation to publicly challenge
British rule, according to
local historian and author
Peter Vermilyea.

Vermilyea shared that
perspective during the Falls
Village-Canaan Historical
Society’s first “First Tuesday
at 7”7 lecture of the season
June 2 at the South Canaan
Meetinghouse. His presen-
tation, “Liberty and Prop-
erty: Canaan in the Revo-
lutionary War,” explored the
town’s surprisingly vocal
role in the fight for Amer-
ican independence.

Displaying a Connecticut
map from 1776, Vermilyea
- who is also the social stud-
ies department chairman at
Housatonic Valley Region-
al High School - noted that
Litchfield County was once
considered an undesirable
place to settle because of
its rugged terrain and poor
roads.

“But that was seen as
positive because it made
the county inaccessible to
the British,” he said. “So
Litchfield County became
a hotbed of the patriotic
movement.”

He also pointed to the
region’s large Congregation-
alist population as a factor
in its strong support for the
Patriot cause, noting that
Loyalists were more com-
monly affiliated with the
Anglican Church.

“Few towns embraced
the war more than Canaan,”
he said.

He then turned to the
subject of the Boston Tea
Party and Britain’s response,
which included threats to
close Boston Harbor.

“There were rallies held
in Litchfield County, with
citizens believing if they can
do it in Boston, they can do
it here,” Vermilyea said.

One of Canaan’s most
significant acts came on
June 21, 1774, when resi-
dents raised a 78-foot lib-
erty pole to symbolize the
resistance to British author-
ity and support for colonial
rights. While such poles
existed in other towns, one
that tall was uncommon,
Vermilyea said.

Following the raising,
residents gathered at the
Lawrence Tavern, which
still stands, and imbibed
and offered a series of toasts.
“They called it an act of de-
fiance in honor of liberty,”
he said.

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN
Historian Peter Vermilyea
says Canaan residents
were ‘radicalized, princi-
pled and constitutional’
in earliest days during a
talk on June 2.

The pole was called
“Liberty and Property;” re-
flecting the belief that the
protection of property rights
was essential to preserving
freedom. The townspeople
also adopted a resolution
when it protested stating
that the illegal and cruel
proceedings by the British
parliament would lead to
the colonists having no lib-
erty or property.

Such a resolution was in-
credible, said Vemilyea, in
that very few towns - only
Fairfax, Va., and Farming-
ton, Conn. - adopted state-
ments earlier than Canaan.

“That showed a remark-
able show of support from
the people of Canaan,” he
said. “They were radicalized,
principled and constitution-
al in their efforts. And they
were early”

As the news of Lexing-
ton and Concord reached
the Northwest Corner, mus-
kets from Hartford were
sent to local towns. Canaan
received seven.

The war came to Canaan
in 1778 when thousands of
British and Hessian sol-
diers were being marched
880 miles from Boston to
Charlottesville, Va., coming
through Litchfield County.
“They came right along
there outside those win-
dows,” Vermilyea said ex-
citedly. Lt. Ashel Beebe, for
whom Beebe Hill Road is
named, opened his home to
the soldiers, showing hospi-
tality and humanity between
enemies.

“Litchfield County’s iso-
lation shaped its revolution-
ary experience,” Vermilyea
said. “It was the bastion of
the American cause. Canaan
exemplified this steadfast re-
solve”
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Kent set to receive another beaver deceiver

By Alec Linden

KENT - Northwest
Corner land managers are
once again turning to a
device known as a “bea-
ver deceiver” to prevent
flooding around North
Spectacle Pond while al-
lowing the area’s beavers
to remain in place.

The Inland Wetlands
Commission approved
the project on an emer-
gency basis after hearing
concerns that persistent
beaver dam-building could
cause water to back up and
flood nearby homes and a
private driveway.

During a meeting with
the IWC on May 18, Ma-
ria Grace, director of stew-
ardship at the Northwest
Connecticut Land Con-
servancy, said that flood-
ing damage had impact-
ed properties around the
pond before, and recent
beaver activity had put
the driveway particularly
at risk.

The “beaver deceiver” -
also known as a pond lev-
eler or beaver baftler - al-

lows water to flow through
a beaver dam so that the
beavers can remain in
their habitat without im-
pacting nearby properties.
It's a method of addressing
conflicts between beavers
and property owners that
doesn’t involve trapping
the animals, which in
Connecticut often results
in their deaths.

“This is truly the most
humane and ecological
way to coexist with bea-
vers, Grace said.

Grace presented the
application on behalf of a
partnership between the
NCLC, Kent Land Trust
and the North Spectacle
Pond Association, as the
land where the device will
be placed is owned by both
the NCLC and the KLT
with the North Spectacle
Pond Association repre-
senting the residents’ in-
terests. She explained that
a complex wetland system
downstream of the pond,
bisected by a driveway off
of Segar Mountain Road,
haslong been a hotspot for
beaver activity.

PHOTO PROVIDED

A beaver deceiver device is planned to be installed to the east of a driveway at
463 Segar Mountain Road to avoid future flooding. A similar system has been
operational on the opposite side since 2014.

In 2014, a pond level-
er was installed by Mas-
sachusetts-based Beaver
Solutions on the west side
of the driveway to address
the flooding concerns. The
system has been success-
ful, Grace said, but beavers
have since realized that if
they dam the channels on
the other side of the drive-
way, which are connected
by a series of culverts, the

PHOTO PROVIDED

Drama teacher and playwright Kimberly Compton (center) poses with students
following an original middle school prodcution at Kent Center School.

Kent Center School theater
program shines

By Aly Morrissey

KENT - What began
as a parent volunteer role
has grown into one of Kent
Center School’s most antic-
ipated traditions.

Kimberly Compton,
who oversees the school’s
theater program, has trans-
formed middle school
productions into original,
large-scale performances
that students eagerly await
years before they are eligi-
ble to audition.

“I wanted to elevate
the theater experience,
Compton said.

Rather than spend-
ing money on licensing
pre-written productions,
Compton proposed writ-
ing original scripts her-
self and redirecting those
funds toward costumes,
lighting, sets and other
production elements. The
approach has allowed the
school to stage unique
shows tailored specifical-
ly to its students and cast
sizes.

“A lot of these junior
shows are made for real-
ly large ensemble casts,”
she said. “It doesn’t always
fit the mold of a smaller
school”

The result has been pro-
ductions that students can
truly call their own. Cast
members become the first
to bring characters to life,
with no previous perfor-
mances to imitate.

Maeve Dietrich, a fifth
grader at KCS, said it’s

PHOTO PROVIDED

Original cast members perform Headspace in April

at Kent Center School.

exciting to perform in an
original play.

“You have to give it your
all because you're setting
the example for anyone
who does the play in the
future,” Dietrich said.
“Miss KC also inspires
everybody to think that
maybe they could write a
play one day, too.”

“My goal is to help them
learn to make choices as
actors and as people,”
Compton said.

She encourages students
to develop their own inter-
pretations of characters
rather than simply recit-
ing lines. One instance
that makes Compton par-
ticularly proud is when
a student cast as a villain
transformed what could
have been a stock character
into someone “sassy and
memorable” through her
own creative choices.

Students say the pro-
ductions have helped build
confidence while teaching
them to work together.
Compton intentionally
runs rehearsals like a pro-
fessional theater company,

introducing students to
industry terminology and
expectations while creating
a nurturing environment.

“They rise to the occa-
sion and surprise them-
selves with what they can
do,” she said.

Kent Center School
Principal Michelle Mott
said that authenticity has
had a big impact.

“I think the students
are more engaged because
she’s making it real for
them,” Mott said. “It’s a real
theater experience.”

The sense of belonging
is at the heart of the pro-
gram, Compton said.

“Theater was always a
safe space for me,” she said.
“It was always, ‘Come as
you are, and we will love
you and accept you no
matter what.”

She works to create that
same atmosphere for stu-
dents today.

The productions have
steadily grown in popu-
larity.

“I eventually want this
to be a can’t-miss event,’
she said.

water will back up anyway.

“They’ve essentially
learned that the systems
are connected and that
they can build dams on the
east side of the driveway
and create a better habi-
tat for themselves,” Grace
said. “They’re really smart
creatures.”

She explained that
beavers have repeated-
ly dammed the outlet
stream from North Spec-
tacle Pond, causing water
levels to rise. The resulting
flooding has threatened a
vulnerable driveway lead-
ing to a private residence
and has already damaged
properties around the
pond.

“It’s fascinating to watch

and to see it out there but
we have to do something
about it because the pond
can’t get above a certain
level, or people’s houses
will flood,” she said.

The proposal calls for
Beaver Solutions to install
a similar system on the east
side. The pond leveler es-
sentially pushes a low-pro-
file pipe through the dam
with fencing that prevents
the beavers from plugging
it back up, as they are in-
stinctually motivated to
do. The pipe regulates flow
through the dam while
keeping it largely intact,
and ensuring that water
level remains suitable for
beavers and humans alike.

Beaver Solutions’ John

Egan said that pond level-
ers are more effective than
trapping in the long term.
While they don’t work for
every location, such as fast
flowing rivers, Egan said
they work well in wetland
systems like North Spec-
tacle Pond.

“Just because you re-
move the animals from
that habitat one year, it
doesn’t mean new animals
won't move in the next,” he
said.

Commissioners ulti-
mately approved the proj-
ect on an emergency basis,
allowing them to act with-
out waiting a full meeting
cycle.

“It's been shown to us
that it has worked since
2014, said IWC member
Paul Yagid of the pond
leveler solution. “By act-
ing on it sooner we may
prevent what could be an
emergency.’

Other commissioners
agreed that heavy spring
rains combined with con-
tinued dam-building could
quickly create flooding
problems.

“If the water gets ele-
vated,” Grace said, “people
on North Spectacle Pond
will have a real mess to
deal with”

Commissioner Marge
Smith agreed. “We know
how fast beavers work
when they put their canny
little minds to it,” she said.
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America 250: How Northwest Connecticut
plans to celebrate the Fourth of July

Cornwall parade set
for the Fourth of July

CORNWALL - Cornwall
will mark America’s 250th
anniversary with a com-
munity-wide Fourth of July
celebration highlighting the
town’s Revolutionary War
heritage and small-town
traditions.

The main celebration will
be a patriotic parade through
Cornwall Village beginning
at 3 p.m. on July 4, followed
by a reading of the Decla-
ration of Independence on
the Town Green and awards
for parade participants. Res-
idents are encouraged to join
the festivities by entering
decorated vehicles, floats or
other creative displays show-
casing their red, white and
blue spirit.

Additional America

250 programming planned
throughout the year in-
cludes the recently held
Revolutionary War mili-
tia reenactment, a colo-
nial-themed agricultur-
al fair, exhibits, lectures
and historical readings,
house tours, screenings of
an Ethan Allen film, and
events celebrating the 200th
anniversary of the North
Cornwall Meeting House.

Organizers say the cele-
bration is intended to hon-
or both the nation’s found-
ing and Cornwall’s place in
American history.

Parade registration and
information area available
through parade marshalls
Jane Hall and Kim Jackson
at 860-689-6992.

Falls Village to celebrate with
cannon fire and bells

FALLS VILLAGE - Falls
Village is planning a full
day of patriotic activities
July 4 as part of its America
250 celebration, highlighted
by a parade, historical reen-
actors and community bell
ringing.

Festivities begin at 10
a.m. on Main Street and the
Town Green with a parade
featuring veterans riding in
vintage vehicles, fire trucks,
marching groups, live music
and other attractions.

Following the parade,
First Selectman Dave Barger,
portraying George Washing-
ton, will read the Declaration
of Independence. He will be

joined by Carmela Barger as
Martha Washington and Se-
lectman Judy Jacobs as Betsy
Ross. Local historian Dusty
Blass is scheduled to fire a
ceremonial cannon.

At 2 p.m., church bells
throughout the community
will ring 13 times in honor
of the original colonies.

Falls Village’s America 250
programming also includes a
July 4 evening performance
at Music Mountain by the
Paul Winter Consort, pre-
senting Our American Jour-
ney, in Celebration. The con-
cert will feature seven-time
Grammy Award winner Paul
Winter and guest musicians.

Kent to celebrate with lights,
bonfire and fireworks

KENT - Kent’s USA 250
Committee is planning a com-
munity-wide celebration July
3-4 to mark the 250th anni-
versary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence.

Festivities begin Friday,
July 3, with a community bell
ringing at 2 p.m. at the Eric
Sloane Museum. A “Lights
and Liberty” parade will fol-
low at 7 p.m., traveling from
Town Hall to the Kent Volun-
teer Fire Department. Resi-
dents, businesses and commu-
nity organizations are invited
to participate with illuminated
floats, decorated vehicles and
other displays celebrating local
history.

The evening will conclude
with a community bonfire at
the firehouse, where attend-
ees will have an opportunity to

sign a commemorative town
Declaration of Independence
that will later be displayed at
Town Hall.

Activities continue Satur-
day, July 4, on the Town Hall
lawn beginning at noon with
a flag raising, community
declaration signing, family
activities and a community
picnic. A public reading of
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence is scheduled for 1 p.m.,
followed by a townwide “Bell
Ringing Across America” at 2
p-m. Residents are encouraged
to bring their own bells.

The Kent Lions Club will
serve food, and SoDelicious
Bakery plans to provide a
“Birthday Cake for America”

The celebration will con-
clude with fireworks over Lake
Waramaug at dusk.

The Salisbury Band will return to the Grove in Lakev-
ille on July 4 for a live performance.

North Canaan to extend
celebration after the Fourth
with parade, fireworks

NORTH CANAAN -
North Canaan’s annual
Fire Company Parade will
take on an America 250
theme this summer, with
organizers encouraging
residents, businesses and
community groups to help
celebrate the nation’s 250th
anniversary.

The parade is scheduled
for July 18, with lineup be-
ginning at 5:15 p.m. and
step-off at 6 p.m. Organiz-
ers are inviting participants
to create floats and displays
inspired by the 250th anni-

versary, though themed en-
tries are encouraged rather
than required.

The longstanding com-
munity tradition, organized
by the Canaan Fire Compa-
ny, will feature local groups,
businesses, emergency re-
sponders and residents.
Trophies will be awarded
following the parade.

The evening will con-
clude with a fireworks dis-
play at dusk.

Those interested in par-
ticipating can contact Mari-
beth at 860-601-3130.

Salisbury to celebrate America’s
250 at Town Grove

SALISBURY - The Salis-
bury Association Historical
Society, Scoville Memorial
Library and the Town of
Salisbury are coordinating a
series of events throughout
2026 to commemorate the
250th anniversary of the na-
tion’s founding.

Among the planned ob-
servances is Salisbury’s an-
nual Independence Day cel-
ebration on July 4 at noon at
the Grove in Lakeville. The
event will feature a public

Correcting Errors

We are happy to correct
errors in news stories when
they are called promptly to
our attention. We are also
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in
advertisements when such
errors affect meaning.

AsR for a proven pro
An ASE Certified Technician

reading of the Declaration of
Independence and a perfor-
mance by the Salisbury Band.
The program is sponsored by
the Salisbury Association
Historical Society.
Additional America 250
events, lectures, exhibits and
commemorations have been
- and are - planned through-
out the year. Updated sched-
ules and information will be
posted as details become
available through the town’s
America 250 initiative.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Sharon to celebrate on Main
Street with bells, cannon fire
and an evening show

SHARON - Sharon will
mark America’s 250th anni-
versary with a daylong cele-
bration on Main Street July 4,
bringing together local organi-
zations for a series of patriotic
and historical events.

Festivities begin at noon
with a cannon firing by His-
tory Without Walls at the
Sharon Historical Society and
Museum. At 12:30 p.m., the
Declaration of Independence
will be read at the Hotchkiss
Library of Sharon.

From noon to 2 p.m., visi-

tors can enjoy hot dogs, fresh
lemonade, ice cream and
live music by Bog Hollow at
the Sharon Congregation-
al Church and surrounding
venues.

At 2 p.m., Sharon will par-
ticipate in the national “Bells
Across America” observance,
with church bells ringing
throughout town.

The celebration concludes
at 4 p.m. with a performance
of Swingtime Canteen at the
Sharon Playhouse. Tickets are
required for the performance.

Noble

HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd., Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851 | noblehorizons.org

June 16 « 2-3pm

Not sure which level of care is right for you or a loved one?
Join us as we break down the key differences between home care,
assisted living, memory care, and skilled nursing. Learn what each

option provides, who it is best suited for, typical costs, and the signs
that it may be time to consider additional support.
Located in the Learning Center.
No registration is required.

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day
on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

WHDD AM 1020

Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5

Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,

and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9

Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,
and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1

Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County,
Columbia County, Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and

Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7

Serving North Canaan, CT, Shetfield and South County, MA




Brody Ohler at bat.
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Housy Juniors top Avon 13-4

By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN -
Sam Eddy Field was home
to Sunday baseball on June
7 when the Housy Juniors
hosted Avon.

Housy won 13-4 with
Brayden Foley pitching nine
strikeouts in the complete
game.

It was the eighth win in a
row for the team of players
from Cornwall, Falls Village,
Kent, Norfolk, North Ca-
naan, Salisbury and Sharon.

On offense, Housy scored
early and often. Jaxxon Rog-
ers, Brody Ohler and Landan
M. each rounded the bases
three times. J.T. Farr scored
two runs. Sam Hahn and Ro-
nin Hinman each had one
run.

Kieran Bryant and Milo
Ellison got on base twice.

Ronin Hinman slides into third base.

Greyson Brooks and Colin
B. each hit a single. Liam
Downey and Joey V. contrib-
uted a strong defensive effort.

The game was well attend-
ed with spectators dotting

the foul lines. It was about
75 degrees, mostly cloudy
and breezy.

The Northwest Connecti-
cut Junior Division Little
League is for players aged

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

13 and 14 in the region. The
spring league is reaching its
end, but the Housy Juniors
will continue into summer
league with home games
played in Sharon.

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

Classifieds [Real Estate

EMPLOYMENT TAG SALES
CONNECTICUT
HELP WANTED
. SHARON

DENTAL ASSISTANT Part Time:
Tuesday to Friday, for exclusive  TAG SALE! Sat, June 20 10-4 22
private practice in Sharon, CT. Dug Rd @Low Rd, Sharon.
Flexible schedule and hours, Housewares, books, clothes,

competitive
860-364-0200,
@drnweeia.org.

salary.
office

Isabella Freedman Jewish Re-
treat Center is a year-round
120-person retreat facility that is
located in Falls Village, CT. Want
to work at a beautiful, peaceful
location, with great people? This
is the place to be!

We are currently seeking posi-
tions for Seasonal Lifeguard(s),
Cook, Retreat services associate
(banquet server front of house)
and Mashgichim (F/T or P/T) for
our summer season. For more
details please visit our website at
Careers - Adamah or email a
copy of your resume to
rebecca.eisen@adamah.org

SEEKING LAND USE ADMINIS-
TRATOR/ZONING ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICER (FULL TIME,
SALARIED) The Town of Salis-
bury is seeking a qualified,
motivated professional to
serve as its full-time Land Use
Administrator. Details are
available at www.salisburyct
.us/employment/

toys/kids stuff, ski stuff, records &
more! Free table & Lemonade
with purchase! No early birds pls.

MERCHANDISE &
SERVICES

HORSES & EQUIPMENT

Looking for a small farm to
board my 22 year old mare
ideally located near trails. She
gets along well with other
horses. No drama. Available to
help with feeding and or turnout
if needed. 860-786-2546.

REAL ESTATE

HOUSE FOR RENT

Millerton, rural, newly renova-
ted house: 2 bedrooms, split
air/a/c  system, dishwasher,
decks, views, pets considered.
$2675. Call 518-567-8277.

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

TOWN OF SHARON HELP
WANTED. Building Department /
Land Use Office Support, part-
time, approximately 25 hours per
week, $24.70 per hour. Position
provides administrative support
for the Building Official, Fire
Marshal, and Land Use Adminis-
trator.  Qualifications:  High
School Diploma or GED (Associ-
ates Degree Preferred) with 4
years increasingly responsible
work experience, preferably in
administrative work, public con-
tact, and field of municipal
government. For full job descrip-
tion, see the Town of Sharon
Website (sharonct.gov) or con-
tact the Selectmen's Office at
860-364-5789. Applications and
resumes are to be received in the
Selectmen's Office, P. O. Box 385,
Sharon, CT 06069 by 4:00PM
June 15, 2026. The Town of
Sharon is an equal opportunity
employer.

SERVICES OFFERED

Come sailing with us on Twin
Lakes. Our 21' sailboat can host
4-5 crew in a private charter for 2
hours out of O'Hara's Marina,
Salisbury CT. We offer sailing
lessons too! www.nashallasailin
g.com 413-229-9042.

Héctor Pacay Landscaping and
Construction LLC: Fully insured.
Renovation, decking, painting;
interior exterior, mowing lawn,
garden, stone wall, patio, tree
work, clean gutters, mowing
fields. 845-636-3212.

Old Houses and Barns my
specialty: Renovations and Re-
pairs. 25 years serving the
tri-state area. Licensed and
Insured. Based in Canaan, CT.
David Valyou 917-538-1617.
davidvalvou@vahoo.com

PUBLISHER'S ~ NOTICE:  Equal
Housing Opportunity. All real
estate advertised in this newspa-
per is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act of 1966 revised
March 12, 1989 which makes it
illegal to advertise any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimina-
tion based on race, color religion,
sex, handicap or familial status or
national origin or intention to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination. All
residential property advertised in
the State of Connecticut General
Statutes 46a-64c which prohibit
the making, printing or publish-
ing or causing to be made,
printed or published any notice,
statement or advertisement with
respect to the sale orrental of a
dwelling that indicates any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, creed,
color, national origin, ancestry,
sex, marital status, age, lawful
source of income, familial status,
physical or mental disability or
an intention to make any such
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation.

Elyse Harney

A Tradition of Trust since 1987

SERVING CONNECTICUT, NEW YORK, & MASSACHUSETTS

Real Estate

www.harneyrealestate.com

To view all the news and Classifieds
from The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News
each week, go to our websites
at lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.com

SHARON MOUNTAIN RETREAT
Sharon, CT - $3,975/month - EH#5748
1,836 sq.ft. | 2.63 Acres | 2BR | 2 FB

Set on over 2.5 private acres with captivating views of Sharon Mountain, this
beautifully furnished 1870 Colonial offers a rare blend of timeless charm and modern
ease. The home features a renovated kitchen with modern appliances, wood floors
throughout, and light-filled spaces. With 2/3 bedrooms and two full baths, the home
is fully furnished. Surrounded by protected land trust acreage, the property offers
exceptional privacye. Scenic trails begin directly from the property, with nearby access
to the Appalachian Trail. Ideally located, the home is also just moments from local
amenities. A two-car detached garage adds everyday ease to this turnkey offering.

Stephany Eisermann (845-554-4585) & Arleen Shepley (845-224-8301)

Commercial Building for Sale
Cornwall Bridge, CT

High visibility on U.S. Route 7
with over 6,000 sq ft of retail space
with plenty of storage space and parking.
Potential uses may include a showroom,
Medical offices, Art studio/gallery,
Dance or yoga studio, Office, Co-op farm store,
Bookstore, Clothing store.
Join the other thriving new business in the area.

Contact Karen Casey
for additional information.
kcasey@wpsir.com 860-670-2164

CORNWALL WOMAN'S SOCIETY
ANNUAL

R“ MMA‘E
SALE
JULY 18-19-20

2026

SATURDAY 9-2
SUNDAY I1i1-2
MONDAY 9-12

(i @ bag, bargain day! everything must go!

MOHAWK SKI LODGE - CORNWALL VILLAGE GREEN

food uuwcks at beth, lecations!

CORNWALLRUMMAGESALE.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CORNWALLWOMANSSOCIETY

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FORNATURE LOVERS: AN ECONOMICAL LAND SITE WITH NATURE BOG. IDEAL FOR
JUST CAMPING, TO SEE ITS NATURE. OR, BUILD A HOME AND ENJOY THE JOYS’
OF NATURE. WANT A REMOTELY LOCATED BUILDING LOT? See #2, AND CALL.

7+-ACRES OF LAND LAND PARCEL

4+ acres of Bog area; balance available for building a vacation or
full time home. Includes an installed underground power hookup
into the site. Subject to complying with current town regulations
for septic, well and building permits. Offered at $110,000.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street « Lakeville, Connecticut « 860-435-9891 « www.robinleechrealestate.com

SALISBURY: 10 ACRES, rural location with a high site setting
having fantastic views. There is also a mountain stream, pond site,
and quiet surrounds. BROKER owned. ASKING $500,000

Finance Associate
Full-Time

The Lakeville Journal and

The Millerton News seek a

Finance Associate to assist with
payroll, HR, processing accounts
payable, data entry and customer
service. Knowledge of accounting,
QuickBooks and excel preferred.
Must be able to work independently.
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

@he Lakenille Tournal

lakevillejournal.com  860-435-9873

MitLErTON NEWS

millertonnews.com ¢ 860-435-9873 ext. 608
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To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

DEADLINE Full color available.

Specialist Directory it i

The Lakeville Journal - The Millerton News - Compass - lakevillejournal.com - millertonnews.com

Auto Repair Landscaping/Excavation Roofing Services

D] Hall Roofing & Siding, LLC
C H I K,S PAI NTI NG Quality Work at Competitive Prices

Roofing * Damage Repairs ¢ Gutters ¢ Solar

NortH EAST MUFFLER INC.

: “Quality work at its best” . . o .
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches ty Interior/Exterior Painting ¢ Drywall ¢ Repairs
Tires * Brakes * Mufflers * New York State Inspections Interior/ Exterior Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1 Carpentry/ Remodeling GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated
Route 22, Millerton, NY PoweTWGShan Over 35 years experience
John Heck  (518) 789-3669  Cindy Heck (860) 248-9442 - VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM Drywall & Taping 69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT  dihallroofing.com
Complete Site Work - Brush Hosgine « E iom » Tree Work Popcorn Removal 860-485-5887 + djhallroofing@optonline.net
omplete Site Wor! rus| logging * Excavation ree Wor Wollpaper Honglng & Removal
Land Clearing + Septic Systems « Lawn Care * Snow Plowing
Free Estimates « Fully Insured E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com Over 40 years experience
Fully insured ¢ Local references
Credit Cards Accepted
860-484-9127 HIC0673003
THOMSON ROOFING LLC
Hussey Paintin Brad Thomson
JoHN & JUNE KINskY Yy g
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY Decorating & Wallpapering
860.619.2811 Interior & Exterior
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com Residential, Commercial & Industrial

FREE budgetblinds.com/litchfieldcounty

In-Home HIC#0648748 PAINTING + PATIOS * LAWN MOWING State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors Hic-603104

Consultation WOOD CLEARING ¢ SNOW PLOWING Insured & EPA Certified

Shades, Blinds, Shutters, LAWN FERTILIZER « HANDYMAN WORK Now accepting most major credit cards

Home Automation and more PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ¢ EXCAVATION Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.bu dg etblinds.com Emmet Hussey www.hussey-painting.com

An Independently Owned 860.435.8149 emmethusse; mail.com

d Operated Franchi q . 5
e Serving the Greater Litchfield County area

I.ightning Rods , i ROOFING » SIDING
CREAM HILL GUTTERS « REPAIRS

og g o PAINT & PAPER Fully Insured
Building/Remodelin . :

g/ g CREAMIILL PAINTING B GMAIL COM - 517 400 1154 860-459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com
FULLY INSURED - INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING

Tree Service

Property Services
JOHN®S TREE SFLVICE

Tree Removal « Chipping « View Cutting - Land Clearing
Logging « Forestry Mowing « Bush Hogging

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

PEROTTI

TREE SURGEONS LLC
Shade Tree Preservation @ Home Orchard Care

S H A R O N L AW N Landscape Renovation @ Hazard Tree Removal

Tick Control @ Organic Options

KARL ON WHEELS & LAND S C APE Native Arborist since 1997

Floor Refinishing

Let us move your stuff Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY Jeff Perotti @ 860-824-5051
THE FLOOR SPECIALIST Prompt, Safe Delivery « Fully Insured EXC(IV(ItiOH perOttltreesurge#ons'Com
« » CT Pest Registration #B-2341
When You Want The Best. (860)499-0406 Excavators * Backhoes « Bulldozers CT Lic. Arborist #54607 MA Cert. Arborist #2136
Old/new resurfaced to perfection. karlonwheels.com Dumptrucks « Power Ra}(e -.Foundations Dug
Frank Monda ~ Water & Electric Lines Dug Christopher Toomey 860-824-4956
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468 Drainage Installed « Landclearing + Grading Licensed Arborist Telephone & Fax
Ponds Dug ¢ Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed ﬁ‘ TR E &
o h d D Landscaping g“ Tt C;
ver ea oo rs Lawn Installation * Lawn Repair * Fencing [N )
. . Paver Bluestone Terraces « Retaining Walls Ay y W
I- an dsca In g/ Excavatlon Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers
p Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls —
Tree And Shrub Planting 25 Years Exp. Free Estimates
Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous JK&EEIET] . 6 Barracks Road Canaan, CT 06018
door options to fit any budget! Residential Grounds Malntenance CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207
ial & industrial doors, electri « Spri . : : :
operators, radio Gontrols, sales & service. ; 1 La“gldgf“ge  Spring glein Up Fi‘.lll_ Clt‘?a“ Up Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
ing, Mulching « Lawn Fertilization . A
@f@? 7 Lawn Pest, Disease Control « Weed Control Ornamental & Hedge Trlmmlng
=MADSEN-— Weekly Maintenance Programs ¢ Field Mowing Removals-Vistas

OVERHEAD DOORS Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding * Brush Clearing

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Tree Fertilization

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

LAWN
Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Excavation & Landscaping Services
Land Clearing * Woodland Mulching * Excavation (518) 392 3883

Hardscapes  Driveway Installations * Drainage 673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY

(860)824-1188 www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

office@mattslandscapingct.com

lakevillejournal.com When you need to know what’s happening
millertonnews.com in your area, we're there.

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

Print Subscription Includes

: N ]
Free Access to Website Ebﬂf ﬂake hlul? gﬂﬁftﬁll
and the Replica Edition! MILLERTON NEWS

$1 0 Mo nth Iy Subscribe Today

860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
In County | $12.25 Outside County LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com
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