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Local Matters

EXTENDED!

To help guarantee the future, members 
of our board are o� ering an urgent 

$75,000 matching challenge through
June 30.

Every dollar you give up to 
$75,000 will be doubled.

$75,000
MATCHING CHALLENGE

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are alive and well and thriving. 

But we still need your help to build the future. 
If we don’t grow, we won’t survive.

See ad on page A7
LakevilleJournal.com/donate

SWSA prepares to launch 
summer ski jumping at Satre Hill

After painter’s 
death, friends reflect 
on a life rebuilt

Witnesses, investigators 
reconstruct painter’s  
final day

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN 

The 35-meter ski jumping hill and tower will soon be ready for summer use.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Michael Moore with his son, 
Lucian. Friends and family 
say much of his life revolved 
around raising his son.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY – For generations, 
Satre Hill has come alive each win-
ter as ski jumpers soar through the 
cold air during Jumpfest, which cel-
ebrated its 100th year in February. 
Soon, however, the iconic hill may 
be just as busy in the summer, as 
new infrastructure and artificial 
surfaces pave the way for year-
round training. 

The Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association (SWSA) is preparing 
to launch summer jumping, which 
could transform the venue into a 
nearly year-round jumping des-
tination. SWSA hopes to attract 
young jumpers from New England 
and New York to train at Satre Hill 
during the summer, and eventually 
hopes to host a summer jumping 
event. 

SWSA president Ken Barker said 

the ability to practice year-round 
helps the athletes. “Like any other 
sport, we can keep them focused 
and in the best condition,” he said. 

Barker said the artificial surfac-
es, made out of plastic and ceram-
ic, feel remarkably similar to real 
snow. One necessary component 
is running water, which is used to 
wet the surfaces being installed on 

Sharon Hospital 
awarded seventh 
consecutive  
five-star  
quality rating

By Aly Morrissey

SHARON – Sharon Hospital 
has once again earned the highest 
possible rating from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices, marking the seventh con-
secutive year the hospital has 
received a five-star designation 
for quality. 

The federal agency’s 2026 
Overall Hospital Quality Star 
Ratings evaluate hospitals na-
tionwide based on measures 
including mortality, safety, re-
admissions, patient experience 
and timely care. Sharon Hospital 
received high marks across those 
categories, according to a June 12 
announcement from Northwell 
Health.

“Earning this national recog-
nition for seven consecutive years 

Infinity Bistro brings theater 
dining back to Norfolk

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN 

The cozy digs inside the 19th century Infinity Hall are ready for 
hungry patrons following the Wednesday, June 10 soft opening. 

By Alec Linden

NORFOLK – Four months after 
the Norfolk Pub – the only full-ser-
vice restaurant in town – shuttered 
its doors, another has sprung up 
inside the historic walls of Infinity 
Hall, bringing an à la carte menu 
and a community gathering place 
back to the heart of downtown.

 Infinity Bistro held its soft 
opening on Wednesday, June 10, 
marking the first restaurant ser-

vice the 19th-century music hall 
has offered since shutting down 
its own food offerings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Lisa Lud-
wig, general manager of Infinity 
Hall and a decade-plus veteran of 
the establishment, said she was 
pleased with the first night back, 
which had been advertised through 
social media and word of mouth. 

“We were thrilled with the first 

By Christian Murray

LAKEVILLE — Friends and co-
workers say Michael Moore spent 
years rebuilding his life.

Now, they are grappling not 
only with the loss of a friend and 
employer, but with the loss of a 
father whose life had come to re-
volve around his 7-year-old son, 
Lucian.

The 40-year-old painting con-
tractor was killed June 1 in Ashley 
Falls. Authorities allege that fellow 
painting contractor Cole Bushnell 
was responsible. Bushnell, 41, has 
pleaded not guilty to a charge of 
first-degree murder and is being 
held without bail.

Friends say Moore had over-
come addiction, regained custody 
of his son and built a business that 
employed people who, like him, 
were trying to get back on their 

By Christian Murray

LAKEVILLE — Michael Moore 
started June 1 like most other work-
days.

The 40-year-old painting con-
tractor arrived at a Lakeville jobsite 
with his crew and began preparing 
a boathouse on Interlaken Road for 
painting.

Nothing appeared unusual.
By the end of the day, Moore 

would be dead, and longtime friend 
and fellow contractor Cole Bush-
nell, 41, would be at the center of 
a murder investigation that has 
shaken up local residents.

Based on interviews with 
Moore’s coworkers, a Bushnell 
employee who says he was shown 
Moore’s body, and comments from 
Berkshire District Attorney Timo-
thy Shugrue, a clearer picture has 
emerged of Moore’s final known 
hours before his body was dis-

covered at Bushnell’s Ashley Falls 
property.

A routine morning
Joey St. John, who had known 

Moore for nearly a decade and 
planned to work for him this sum-
mer, arrived at the Interlaken Road 
job in Lakeville at around 8:20 a.m. 
He drove fellow worker Moises 
Reyes with him from Torrington. 
Moore and his cousin Paul arrived 
in Moore’s vehicle from Winsted, 
St. John said. 

“It was a normal day,” St. John 
said, noting that it was the crew’s 
first day at the job and they were 
scraping and sanding surfaces in 
preparation for priming. 

Bushnell arrives
Bushnell arrived at the jobsite 

sometime between 10 and 10:30 
a.m., according to St. John.

Moore and Bushnell had worked 
together for years and were close 
friends whose crews frequently col-
laborated on projects throughout 
the Northwest Corner. 

An account of the final hours leading up to the death of 
Michael Moore, a Northwest Corner painting contractor 
whose longtime friend now faces a murder charge.
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In The Journal this week

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

By Christine Bates

SALISBURY – The 
12-month trailing medi-
an price for a single-family 
home in Salisbury, excluding 
condominiums, was $875,000 
for the period ending May 31, 
2026.

The $875,000 median 
was 24% lower than the 
$1,145,000 median record-
ed for the 12 months ending 
May 31, 2025, but 5% higher 
than the $830,000 median 
reported for the comparable 
period ending May 31, 2024.

The number of homes 
sold during the 12 months 
ending May 31, 2026, rose to 
53, compared with 47 sales 
during the prior 12-month 
period ending May 31, 2025, 
and matched the 53 sales re-
corded during the period 
ending May 31, 2024. The 
annual sales record was set 
for the period ending May 
31, 2021, when 117 homes 
were sold.

Inventory of residential 
properties on the market in-
creased slightly to 20 listings 
in early June. The high-end 
market continued to dom-
inate, with 14 homes listed 
above $1 million and just six 
priced below the town’s me-
dian sale price of $875,000.

Salisbury median home price 
reaches $875K

The following information 
was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. All 
suspects are considered inno-
cent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

Truck strikes utility pole
 On Saturday, June 6, 

Selenne Juanito, 29, of Mil-
lerton, N.Y., was eastbound 
on Salisbury Road in North 
Canaan in a 2012 Ford F350 
Super Duty at approximately 
11:30 p.m. when the vehicle 
ran off the side of the roadway 
at a curve, striking a utility 
pole. No injuries were report-
ed and Juanito was issued an 
infraction for failure to main-
tain lane.

 
Driving without license

On Saturday, June 6, at 
approximately 4:30 p.m. Ab-
ner Lux Ubico, 19, of Miller-
ton, N.Y., was westbound on 
Route 44 in North Canaan in 
a 2012 Subaru Legacy when 
the vehicle traveled off the 
side of the roadway, hitting 
a guardrail. No injuries were 
reported and the driver was 
issued an infraction for driv-
ing without a license.

 
Vehicle hits group of trees

Shortly before noon on 
Sunday, June 7, Brandon 
Wells,18, of Lakeville, was 
traveling on Wells Hill Road 
in Salisbury when he mistook 
the gas pedal for the brake 
pedal and kept the steering 
wheel turned to the right. The 
vehicle, a 2022 Chrysler Paci-
fica, left the road and struck 
a sign and a group of trees. 
No injuries reported and the 
driver was issued a written 
warning for failure to main-
tain lane.

Rear-ended in Norfolk
On Thursday, June 11, at 

approximately 10 a.m., Lau-
ren Foley, 43, of Canaan was 

eastbound on Route 44 in 
Norfolk at Shepherd Road, 
behind a 2015 Jeep driven  
by Mercedes Vijay, 59, of Tor-
rington. Foley’s 2006 Chevy 
Impala rear ended the Jeep 
as it was turning into a res-
idential driveway. Foley was 
found at fault and was issued 
a misdemeanor summons for 
operating under a suspension, 
following too close and hav-
ing an expired registration.

School bus hit by falling 
tree; no one hurt

On Thursday, June 11 at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. an 
All Star Transportation school 
bus with 19 passengers was 
northbound on Low Road 
near Grandview Lane in Sha-
ron when the bus was struck 
by a falling tree. Neither the 
driver, Jean Kearns, 57, of 
West Cornwall, nor any of 
the children, who ranged in 
age from 6 to 14, reported 
injuries when examined by 
EMS, and the driver was not 
found at fault in the accident. 
There was minor damage to 
the front bumper of the bus.

 
Truck snags guardrail
On Saturday, June 13, at 

approximately 7:30 a.m., 
Tristan Miller, 22, of Union-
ville, was westbound on John-
son Road in Canaan in a 2002 
Ford F250 Super Duty when 
the truck left the roadway and 
struck a guardrail. Miller was 
issued a warning for failure to 
maintain lane and the Ford 
was towed from the scene.

The Lakeville Journal 
will publish the outcome of 
police charges. Send mail to 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, 
or send to editor@lakeville 
journal.com.

Please visit lakevillejournal.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.

Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Think Local: We Do
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Check them out inside.
• Ocean State Job Lot

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

308 Main Street in Lakeville, where Black Squirrel 
antiques store once operated, sold after 306 days on 
the market for $970,000, below its original listing 
price of $1,200,000.

Furnished seasonal and 
academic rentals remained 
plentiful in early June, with 
24 homes available. Asking 
prices ranged from $3,850 
per month for an academ-
ic-year rental to $65,000 for 
the summer season.

Salisbury Transfers in 
May

62 Reservoir Road – 3 
bedroom/2.5 bath home on 
2.1 acres transferred by 62 
Reservoir LLC to Michele 
Ganeless for $1,350,000

11-17 Valley Road – 5 
bedroom/5 bath/2 half bath 
with an accessory apartment 
on 21.2 acres transferred by 
David and Cynthia Edelson 
to Brian and Tracey Early for 
$4,900,000

5 Valley Road – 4 bed-
room/4 bath modern farm-
house on 3 acres transferred 
by Robert Blanchard and 
Carol Lynne Vargo to Weath-
erly-White Carley Trustee for 
Carl Weatherly-White Revo-
cable Trust for $2,850,000

260 Taconic Road – 3 
bedroom/2.5 bath home 
built in 1880 on 2.5 acres 
transferred by Seig Sacks to 
Riccard Properties LLC for 
$2,000,000

460 Wells Hille Road – 3 
bedroom/2 bath ranch on 4.9 
acres transferred by Lawrence 

and Cynthia Hoage to Russell 
and Lisa Hoage for $41,454

308 Main Street – 4 bath-
room retail store on .76 acres 
transferred by Thomas Emer-
ick and Joanne Beveridge to 
William Popadic and Amber 
Finlay for $970,000

36 Rocky Lane – 3 bed-
room/2 bath home on .3 
acres transferred by John 
James Ball to Rose-Louise 
Kealey and Daniel Scaggs 
for $900,000

240 Main Street – 4 bed-
room/2 bath on .55 acres sold 
by McBride Builders LLC to 
Emily Vail for $688,000

247 Twin Lakes Road – 3 
bedroom/3 bath home on 4.5 
acres sold by Barry and Hel-
ena Schuman to Robert and 
Sarah Slocum for $3,255,000

16 Westmount Road – 5 
bedroom/5 bath home on 
10 acres transferred by Sara 
Wardell and Donald Hen-
del Trustee for Richard D 
Wardell Second A & R Re-
vocable Trust to Robert Lloyd 
Blanchard and Carol Lynne 
Vargo for $1,600,000

17 Perry Street – 3 bed-
room/2 bath newly built 
home transferred by Salis-
bury Housing Trust Inc to 
Dan Bolonani for $250,000

6 Juniper Ledge Lane – 4 
bedroom/3.5 bath home on 
2 acres transferred by Ken-
neth Fields and Nicole Noya 
to Rebecca Kostopoulos for 
$875,000

60 Selleck Road – 3 bed-
room/3.5 bath home on 1.97 
acres transferred by Carlos 
Arrendondo to Eunice Byun 
and Daniel Lee for $2,500,000

* Town of Salisbury real 
estate transfers recorded be-
tween May 1, 2026, and May 
31, 2026, provided by Salis-
bury Town Clerk. Transfers 
without consideration are 
not included. Current mar-
ket listings from Smart MLS 
and market statistic from In-
foSparks. Note that monthly 
recorded transfers may lag 
sales by a number of days and 
include properties not appear-
ing on the MLS.  Compiled by 
Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Salesperson with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in CT and NY.Transfer stickers on sale for Sharon residents, 

will be available in Salisbury June 30
By Alec Linden and  
Patrick L. Sullivan

User stickers for the 2026-
27 Salisbury-Sharon Transfer 
Station went on sale for Sha-
ron residents June 15 and will 
become available for Salis-
bury residents on June 30. 
The deadline to purchase and 
display stickers is August 11. 

Transfer Station Manager 
Brian Bartram said stickers 
must be affixed to the outside 
of front winshileds, not the 
bumper or back window.  

For both towns, the cost 
is $160 for the first sticker 
and $60 for each additional 
sticker for the same house-
hold. Stickers not assigned to 
a single vehicle, such as those 
for Airbnb rentals, cost $250. 
Residents without a current 
sticker will be charged a $20 
single-entry fee. For seasonal 
renters, proof of residency is 
required to obtain a sticker 
even if it has been shown 
previously.

In Sharon, forms are al-
ready available for pickup at 
the rear entrance of Town 
Hall or via download from 
the town website, sharonct.
gov. Completed forms must 
be returned to Town Hall 
by mail or dropped into the 
black box at the rear entrance.  

Residents may also direct-

ly process sticker requests at 
the Selectmen’s Office during 
business hours, which are 
Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. The office will also be 
open on Saturday, June 27 
from 9 a.m. to noon.

 For more information re-
garding Sharon, contact Tina 
Pitcher at 860-364-5789 or 
Treasurer@sharonct.gov.

 Salisbury stickers go on 
sale at Town Hall beginning 
on June 30 using the same 
form and pricing.

Field Day Fun at Lee H. 
Kellogg School

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

FALLS VILLAGE – It 
was Field Day at the Lee H. 
Kellogg School on Monday, 
June 15, as students took to 
the field at 9:30 a.m. to com-
pete in a variety of games 

and activities, including 
disc golf and capture the 
flag. During the “Pizza Box 
Relay,” Lev Sadeh and Noah 
Sher, partially hidden be-
hind a stack of pizza boxes, 
tried to split the difference 
between control and speed 
during the race.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Transfer station manager Brian Bartram stands post in Salisbury.   

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Lev Sadeh and Noah Sher compete in the Pizza Box 
Relay during Field Day at Lee H. Kellogg School.



Kent, Salisbury opt in, 
marking unanimous 

participation
By Patrick L. Sullivan 

and Alec Linden

The final two Region 
One school boards have 
agreed to participate in 
the district’s organiza-
tional study, marking full 
participation from all six 
boards across the region, 
plus Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School. 

The Kent Center 
School Board of Educa-
tion voted unanimously 
Wednesday, June 10, to 
opt into the study. The 
Salisbury Board of Ed-
ucation followed suit 
Monday, June 15. 

The study will run 
from September 2026 
to May 2027, with find-
ings to be presented in 
June 2027. Region One 
Superintendent Melo-
ny Brady-Shanley and 
Business Manager Sam 
Herrick will conduct the 
study.

“This is the last stop,” 
Brady-Shanley told the 
Salisbury BOE, noting 
that every other school 
board in the district had 
agreed to participate. 

PHOTOS BY ALY MORRISSEY

Young anglers cast their lines at The Grove, where kids' fishing lessons are offered during the summer. 

Registration opens for summer 
recreation at the Town Grove 

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

LAKEVILLE – Salisbury 
Recreation is now accepting 
registrations for a variety of 
summer programs, includ-
ing swim lessons, kayaking, 
paddle boarding, sailing, 
fishing and the swim team. 

Programs last for one-
week, and take place Mon-
day through Friday. The 
first session begins June 22 
and the final session begins 
August 3. 

These programs are 
open to Salisbury residents 

and any non-residents that 
purchase a non-resident 
Town Grove pass.   

Tennis lessons and Lego 
Camp are open to residents 
from any of the Region One 
towns, and do not require a 
Grove pass. Tennis lessons 
are ongoing while Lego 
Camp will take place from 
July 6 through 10, and is 
open to children ages five 
through 12. 

The Lego Camp will be 
broken into two age groups. 
From dinosaurs to Harry 
Potter, camps will feature 
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Our Towns

Christan Sands Trio Misha Dichter, Piano
& Balourdet QuartetChristian Sands, Piano

Isaac Levian, Bass
Ryan Sands, Drums

Works by Dave BRUBECK

Works by Maurice RAVEL,
Nicky SOHN, and Johannes BRAHMS

Piano Quartet in G Minor, Op. 25

SAT., JUNE 27 | 7:00 PM SUN., JUNE 28  |  3:00 PM

Tickets $50-65 | $30 for Student / 
Teacher / Veteran / 19-40 y.o.
Free Under 19 y.o.
(860) 824-7126 and musicmountain.org
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Asked whether the 
focus would examine 
the possibility of con-
solidating some of the 
region’s K-8 schools, 
Brady-Shanley said, 
“That is a piece of it.”

While Brady-Shanley 
maintains that commu-
nity identity and char-
acter will remain central 
to the process, the study 
will examine declining 
enrollment in several 
smaller schools through-
out the region, as well as 
operational costs that 
continue to rise. 

“As part of this work, 
the study will clearly 
outline the financial 
and educational realities 
of the Region’s current 
model so that each local 
board of education and 
community can make 
informed, data-driven 
decisions about their 
school,” the proposal 
stated. 

Brady-Shanley add-
ed that once the study is 
complete, she does not 
expect immediate ac-
tion. “It will take a while 
for people to digest it.”

Scoville Library hosts all-ages collaging 
event with local artist

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

SALISBURY – Local 
artist Ali DeProdocini 
led an all-ages commu-
nity crafting hour called 
Collaging and Introspec-
tive Visionboarding at the 
Scoville Memorial Li-
brary on Sunday, June 14.

Eight adults, half a 
dozen children, library 
staff and the artist spent 
the afternoon creating 
collages from piles of 
magazines and discard-
ed children’s books with-
drawn from the library’s 
collection. The adults 
appeared to be enjoying 
themselves as much as 
the younger participants. 

The library’s Children’s 
Services Coordinator, 
Kyla DeRisi, acknowl-
edged that cutting up 
books may seem off-
putting, but noted they 
had been removed from 
circulation and would 
otherwise have been dis-
carded. 

“This way we can give 

them new life,” she said. 
Among the adult at-

tendees was Darcy Boyn-
ton, co-founder of Blue 
Studio Dance in Lakeville. 

“Adults long to craft,” 
she said. “It’s so soothing.”

In fact, Blue Studio will 

host DeProdocini this 
summer for a five-week 
art camp called “ROYG-
BIV,” named after the col-
ors of the rainbow. The 
camp will allow children 
ages 5 to 11 to explore 
visual arts in a “joyful, 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Local artist and educator Ali DeProdocini is all smiles in her element leading a 
collaging workshop for all ages Sunday, June 14. 

low-stress environment — 
falling in love with color, 
process, and a variety of 
mediums.” 

Additional information 
can be found at bluestu 
d i o d a n c e . c o m / s u m 
mer-programs. 

Region One Study

age-appropriate instruc-
tion.

To register, visit salis-
buryct.us.recdesk.com. For 

more information, contact 
Lisa McAuliffe at 860-435-
5186 or email lmcauliffe@
salisburyct.us. 

NHCOG and Leonardo 
Ghio receive Rural 
Achievement Award

By Alec Linden 

LITCHFIELD – The 
Northwest Hills Council of 
Governments and Leonar-
do Ghio, project director 
of rural health and human 
services for the organiza-
tion, have been awarded 
national recognition for 
prioritizing healthcare 
and access to human ser-
vices as fundamental to 
successful planning and 
economic development 
in the region.

 The National Associ-
ation of Regional Coun-
cils, a country-wide re-
gional governance advo-
cacy group, awarded the 
NHCOG and Ghio with 
its 2026 Rural Achieve-
ment Award, which hon-
ors organizations and 
individuals that inno-
vate strategies to address 
unique challenges that 
rural communities face. 
The accolade champions 
Ghio’s and the NHCOG’s 
focus on public health, 
behavioral health, aging 
services, food security 
and social service coor-

dination as foundational 
components for lasting 
wellness in rural com-
munities.

 “Employers cannot 
thrive when residents 
struggle to access health-
care, transportation, hous-
ing, nutrition, or support 
services,” said Ghio in a 
June 9 release. 

“By bringing health and 
human services into the 
regional planning con-
versation, we are helping 
communities build stron-
ger workforces, improve 
quality of life and create 
conditions for long-term 
economic resilience,” he 
added.

 Erich Zimmermann, 
executive director of the 
National Association of 
Regional Councils, said 
the example extends be-
yond the Litchfield Hills.

 “Their work serves as 
a national example of how 
regional organizations can 
address health and human 
service needs while ad-
vancing economic devel-
opment and community 
sustainability.”
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LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted JournalSubscribe Today

Local Matters
Never miss an opportunity to stay 

connected, informed, and empowered.



By Alec Linden

 SHARON — Months 
after residents raised con-
cerns about chickens kept 
on a neighboring proper-
ty, Sharon’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission has 
adopted two amendments 
to its zoning regulations 
aimed at clarifying agricul-
tural activities that don’t 
neatly fit under the town’s 
definition of “farming.”

 The first change ad-
dresses the keeping of 
small animals on parcels 
under three acres, which 
is the minimum size for 
a property to be consid-
ered a farm under Sharon’s 
regulations. The new rules 
allow residents in residen-
tial districts with lots of 
at least three-quarters of 
an acre to keep up to six 
chickens and rabbits and 
up to four ducks, with a 
maximum of six animals 
total. Properties over three 
acres, which could be con-
sidered a farm, are exempt 
from these restrictions

 Several conditions 
apply. The animals must 
be kept in a coop that 
complies with setback re-
quirements for the zone, 
and roosters, guinea hens, 
pheasants, peacocks and 
geese are prohibited on 
such properties.

 The regulations are 
similar to those in nearby 
towns, including Salisbury 
and Cornwall, which con-
ditionally allow the keep-
ing of small poultry and 
mammals through their 
zoning codes. 

The change was set in 
motion last fall when a 
complaint was raised by 
Sharon Valley Road res-
idents Letitia and Brian 
Brazee that a neighbor’s 
chickens were causing a 
nuisance. The couple ar-
gued that the town’s reg-
ulations were too vague 
regarding small animal 
husbandry, prompting 
P&Z to explicitly regulate 
the keeping of chickens, 
rabbits and ducks on sub-
farm sized properties.

 Second regulation 
change codifies barns, 
other farm-related struc-
tures

Farms are allowed as 
of right in any of Sharon’s 
zones, provided that the 
property is three acres 
or greater. In addition 

to the minimum acreage 
requirement, the existing 
definition of a farm stip-
ulates that manure and 
other “offensive material” 
must be stored at least 100 
feet away from any prop-
erty line and prohibits the 
commercial slaughter of 
animals not raised on the 
property.

 The amendment ap-
proved on June 10 retains 
that definition, but adds 
conditions primarily re-
lated to buildings on farm 
parcels that do not con-
tain a residence. The new 
language states that such 
structures must be inci-
dental to farming opera-
tions on the property, and 
that vehicles unrelated to 
those operations may not 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

A barn and silo on Calkinstown Road in Sharon.

Chicken dispute prompts 
Sharon zoning change  
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Books&Blooms

Cornwall Garden Weekend Event

Friday, June 19 | 5pm
Writing about Place and Living with a Garden.

Self-guided tours of four traditional and 
contemporary Cornwall gardens, 
three of them new to the event.

Saturday, June 20 | 10am to 4pm

A talk by Jonathan Galassi, renowned editor, author, 
and poet. Cocktail reception to follow, featuring live 

music by the Crownback Funk Trio. 

Tickets & Information
CornwallLibrary.org | 860.672.6874
The Cornwall Library, 30 Pine Street

Cornwall, CT

be stored on the property.
 P&Z member Jill Drew 

said the condition was in-
tended to prevent property 
owners from storing junk 
vehicles or extra cars on 
auxiliary lots. “You can’t 
make it a glorified parking 
lot,” she said.

 The new regulations 
also require applicants 
seeking zoning permits for 
farm structures to submit 
a “Farm Use Statement” 
identifying the purpose of 
any new structure. In addi-
tion, any new construction 
intended to house live-
stock or poultry, or store 
offensive material, must 
comply with the existing 
100-foot setback require-
ment from property lines. 

Native plant tour and 
sale set for Falls Village 
By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE – 
Pollinators and native 
plants will be the focus 
of a series of events in 
Falls Village on Satur-
day, June 27.

From 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., visitors can pick 
up a brochure and map 
at the Town Green for 
a self-guided tour of 
the community’s pol-
linator pathway, which 
stretches from Railroad 
Street to the David M. 
Hunt Library. The guide 
highlights the native 
plants featured in each 
garden. Volunteers will 
be on hand to answer 

questions.
Native plants will be 

available for purchase 
on the Green from Mi-
chelle Paladino of Linde-
ra Nursery. 

At 10:30 a.m., fami-
lies can enjoy storytime 
at the library featuring 
"Native Plant Saturday," 
nature-inspired tales for 
children of all ages. In 
addition to the stories, 
a snack will be provided 
and a flower bookmark 
craft will be held. 

At noon, Page Dickey 
and Deborah Munson – 
designers of the library’s 
gardens –  will lead a tour 
of the library's native 
plant gardens. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

A tour with library garden designers Page Dickey 
and Deborah Munson will take place  Saturday, 
June 27, at noon. 

Scientist seeks hardier caterpillar to 
combat invasive Tree of Heaven  

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — A 
fast-spreading invasive tree 
could soon meet its match, 
according to Boston-based 
scientist Michael LaS-
caleia, who spoke at the 
Scoville Memorial Library 
Thursday, June 11, about 
efforts to breed a web-
worm capable of keeping 
the common tree in check. 
The event was sponsored 
by the Salisbury Associa-
tion Land Trust. 

A scientist with the Ar-
nold Arboretum, LaScaleia 
focused his talk around the 
Tree of Heaven, a highly 
adaptable tree native to 
East Asia that was intro-
duced to the United States 
as an ornamental tree in 
1784. 

“The Tree of Heaven 
is a big point of concern,” 
LaScaleia said, adding that 
it grows rapidly and is tol-
erant of a wide variety of 
conditions. It is also the 
preferred host of the inva-
sive spotted lanternfly, a 
highly destructive species. 

LaScaleia said in any 
plant’s native habitat, spe-
cialized herbivores often 
help keep the populations 
in balance by eating them.

“They don’t eliminate it 
but they keep it in check,” 
he said. 

In the United States, 
however, the Tree of Heav-
en does not have a native 
specialist herbivore. 

One possible solution 
might be to introduce “bio-
controls,” introducing in-
sects that feed specifically 
on the invasive plant. LaS-

caleia said this approach 
has been successful when 
a specialized beetle was 
used to suppress purple 
loose strife populations, 
although it took decades 
of testing. 

This approach can also 
backfire, he said, citing the 
introduction of the Asian 
lady beetle to combat black 
pecan aphids, which had 
unintended consequences. 

“They have completely 
taken over,” he said. “It’s 
the only ladybug you see 
anymore.” 

Rather than importing 
another species from Asia, 
LaScaleia is studying how 
the Ailanthus webworm 
(Atteva aurea) might work 
if certain obstacles can be 
overcome. While already 
in the United States, they 
only exist in warmer cli-
mates including the South-
east. The problem, he said, 
is that the webworm mi-
grates north but cannot 

survive prolonged tem-
peratures below 55 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

One primary reason 
they don’t work is that 
even though the Atteva au-
rea migrates north to New 
England, it doesn't survive 
in temperatures below 55 
degrees Fahrenheit.

But LaScaleia said he is 
trying to breed an Atteva 
aurea that can survive the 
winter.

“In theory, we can cre-
ate a caterpillar that can 
do something about the 
Tree of Heaven,” he said, 
adding that, if successful, 
"controlling an invasive 
plant does not equal elim-
inating it.”

After the talk, LaScaleia 
and some of the audience 
made the short hike to the 
Land Trust’s Vincent Pre-
serve for field work and 
continued conversation. 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Scientist Michael LaScaleia warns of the threats of 
invasive plants during a June 11 talk in Salisbury. 
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EAST CANAAN — Nich-
olas Gandolfo Jr., 94, of East 
Canaan, Connecti-
cut, passed away 
peacefully on June 
4, 2026, following 
a courageous battle 
with kidney cancer 
and chronic lym-
phocytic leukemia 
(CLL).

Born and raised 
in East Canaan, 
Nick was the son 
of Nicholas Gandolfo Sr. 
and Marie Zucco Gandolfo, 
both Italian immigrants. He 
embraced his Italian heritage 
with great pride throughout 
his life.

From an early age, Nick 
developed a deep love for the 
outdoors, particularly hunt-
ing and fishing. These pas-
sions remained a source of 
joy and connection through-
out his lifetime.

Nick proudly served his 
country as a United States 
Marine during the Kore-
an War. During his distin-
guished and heroic service, 
he received numerous medals 
and citations, most notably 
for his actions during the 
Battle of the Hook, where he 
helped save members of his 
platoon despite sustaining in-
juries himself. His courage, 
selflessness, and unwavering 
commitment to others de-
fined not only his military 
service but also the way he 
lived his life.

A devoted advocate for 
veterans, Nick was actively 
involved with the Marine 
Corps League, where he 
helped establish a scholarship 
fund. He was also a dedicat-
ed member of the Canaan 
Couch-Pipa VFW, through 
which he provided durable 
medical equipment—and 
often Girl Scout cookies—to 
veterans living in VA homes 
and hospitals, including 
Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in Washington, D.C. 
His generosity extended far 
beyond the veteran commu-
nity. Nick was known for sup-
porting numerous charitable 

causes and serving those in 
need, including helping pro-

vide Thanksgiving 
dinners to local 
families.

Nick also ded-
icated 25 years of 
service as a vol-
unteer firefighter 
for the Town of 
Canaan, further 
demonstrating his 
lifelong commit-
ment to helping 

others.
He will be remembered 

for his quick wit, spirited 
personality, and unmistak-
able charm. A shameless flirt, 
Nick delighted in competing 
with his friends to see who 
could collect the most hugs at 
any social gathering. Thanks 
to his warmth and charisma, 
he almost always won..

He leaves behind his lov-
ing daughters, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, his 
brother, many nieces, neph-
ews, extended family mem-
bers, and countless friends.

The family extends its 
heartfelt gratitude to the 
staff of East Mountain House, 
Geer, Salisbury Visiting 
Nurse Association, and the 
Winsted Veterans Affairs of-
fice, for their compassionate 
care and support.

Private wake and burial 
services will be held for the 
family. Friends and loved 
ones are warmly invited to 
attend a Celebration of Life 
on June 20, 2026, from 12:00 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Ca-
naan Couch-Pipa VFW.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to East Mountain House, 
P.O. Box 1405, Lakeville, CT 
06039.

Nick spent his final days 
at East Mountain House, sur-
rounded not only by his fam-
ily but also by an extraordi-
nary team of caregivers who 
provided exceptional com-
fort, dignity, and support. His 
family will be forever grateful 
for the kindness and compas-
sion shown to him during his 
final journey.

Nicholas Gandolfo Jr.

Richard McGriff

Anita L. Gochey

Francis Lynehan
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Worship Services
Week of June 21, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 3:00 P.M.

518-789-3138

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gates

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!

TACONIC — Richard 
McGriff died unexpectedly 
on May 16, 2026. This is a 
collection of loving remi-
niscinces.

With a smile like that and 
a laugh like that and a soul 
like that, how could you not 
love him?  Macey Levin and 
Gloria Miller

Richard McGriff knew 
about loyalty and honor; he 
practiced them both. He was 
a good friend and he will be 
missed.  Dick Boyle

Whenever  I saw Richard 
I asked how are you doing 
and he always replied, “Can’t 
complain because nobody 
wants to hear it.” I would 
always reply  “I’ll listen, not 
that I’m going to do anything 
about it,” and we would laugh 
every time.  Janet Hodgson

Rich had a wonderful 
tenor voice. We talked about 
starting an “oldies but good-
ies doo-wop” group as we 
both knew the words to a lot 
of those songs, but it never 
happened.  John Hebdavny

Somebody shouting, “Hey 
Rev!” as they drove by. Turn-
ing around, it was  a delight to 
see Richard waving exuberant-
ly from his car!   John Carter

Whenever I got to talk 
with Richard - I simply 
found optimism again, not 
only possible, but likely. The 
world was a better place with 
Richard in it. I sorely miss 
him.  Paul DePaolo

I really enjoyed the time I 
spent with Richard. He was 
a warm and kind person and 
had a beautiful singing voice.  
Mike Mangini 

He’d drive through town, 
see me at my coffee, blow the 
horn, call my name. It could 
just make my afternoon.  Pe-
ter Fitting

There’s Hope and Crosby.  
There’s Rich and Macey.  Rich 
and Macey put on a better 
show.  Bill Anstett 

Richard had an indom-
itable spirit and a positive 
outlook that made me feel 
better simply by being in his 
presence.  Mark Shearer

We knew Richard only to 
say hello as he drove by, when 
we saw him at the P.O. Al-
ways with a smile, always 
with an “upbeat” comment 
to make.... just a really nice 
man who helped to make 
Taconic Road a place where 
we are happy to live. Joel and 
Terry Cohen

We will always remember 
Richard’s kindness and the 
familiar sight of him driving 
past our house each day to 
pick up the newspapers. He 
will be missed on Taconic 
Road.  Bobby Graham & 
Matt Marden

Richard was such a love-
ly man. He always had a 
smile and a laugh for you. 
Although, if I was working 
outside, he would always 
hit the horn as he drove by 
and scare the crap out of me!  
Karen Bibro

We will miss you, Richard, 
and the genuine kindness 
and warmth you brought into 
our lives. Jeff Holt & Jillian 
Cleary

Always a smile on his face.  
Michael Kahler

Richard’s exuberant per-
sonality always brightened 
our day. His cheerfulness 
and charm blessed all around 
him.  Ismael Ginouves

Great sense of humor, al-
ways kind and generous. He 
got us tee shirts that said “Be 
kind to your cashier!”   Dawn 
Prince (LaBonne’s Market)

Richard was a fashion 
icon with the kindest heart 
and most beautiful soul and 
I feel privileged to have had 
him in my life.  Ashley Rad-
cliffe

He was a man who carried 
a constant smile, known for 
his warmth, humor, and 
truly positive spirit. I’ll al-
ways cherish our dinners at 
The Woodlands—his joy for 
life was contagious.   Kelley 
Smith-Hull

What I loved most about 
Richard was he had a genuine 
interest in people. I will miss 
our encounters around town 
but take comfort that he is 
with his Dorothy. I’m truly 
overjoyed that he came into 
my life.  Roger Crain

 He was the kindest, fair-
est, caring and curious of hu-
mans. When I last saw him 
he left in laughter and smiles.  
There is a space I will hold for 
him.”  Aimée D. Davis

DOVER PLAINS — 
Francis “Butch” Lynehan, 
75, a twenty-year 
resident of Dover 
Plains, New York, 
formerly of Sha-
ron, passed away 
unexpectedly on 
Thursday, May 
7, 2026 at Vas-
sar Bros. Medical 
Center in Pough-
keepsie, New York.

Born Aug. 29, 
1950, in Sharon, he was the 
son of the late William W. 
and Nellie (Kluun) Lynehan.

Butch grew up in Sharon 
and attended Sharon Center 
School and Housatonic Val-
ley Regional High School. 
At the age of seventeen, he 
enlisted in the United States 
Army and is a Vietnam War 
Veteran.

After his military ser-
vice of three years, he was 
employed at the Kimber-
ly-Clark Corporation and 
later worked many years for 
the State of Connecticut De-
partment of Transportation. 

Butch was an avid hunt-
er and fisherman. He was 
a member of the Chestnut 
Ridge Rod & Gun Club in 
Dover Plains, Millerton 
Gun Club and the Sharon 
Fish & Game. He was a long-
time member of the V.F.W. 
Post 5444 in Dover Plains 
and the Sharon American 
Legion Post 126. He was a 
former member of the Sha-
ron Fire Department.

Butch is survived by 
his devoted wife, Nancy 

(Stark), his for-
mer wife, Rose-
marie (Marchi) 
Larosa and their 
two sons, Michael 
and Stephen. He 
was the proud 
grandfather of 
three grandsons, 
Mason, Noah and 
Tucker. He is also 
survived by his 

loving sisters, Pat of Sharon, 
and Yvonne of Chapel Hill, 
Tennessee, and several cous-
ins and nieces and nephews. 
He was predeceased by his 
brother William “Billy” Ly-
nehan and his niece Lisa 
Hoglen.

There will be no call-
ing hours. A private burial 
will take place on Saturday, 
June 27, 2026, at Hillside 
Cemetery in Sharon, with 
Standard Military Honors, 
followed by a Celebration 
of Life at the Sharon Fire 
Department, 36 West Main 
Street, Sharon.All are in-
vited to attend. Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to the Sharon American Le-
gion Post 126, 15 New Street, 
Sharon, CT 06069 or Sharon 
Little League/NWCTSBLL, 
P.O. Box 569, N. Canaan, 
CT 06018. To send an on-
line condolence to the fam-
ily, flowers to the service or 
to plant a tree in Butch’s 
honor, please visit conklin 
funeralhome.com.
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CANAAN — Anita L. 
(King) Gochey, 85, of 77 
South Canaan Rd. 
died June 5, 2026, 
at Geer Village. 
She was the wife 
of the late Lester 
Gochey. Anita 
was born July 16, 
1940,  in Winst-
ed, daughter of 
the late Ivan and 
Irene (Dulude) 
King.

Anita was well known 
throughout the Northwest 
Corner. She worked for 
many local businesses and 
organizations. Anita worked 
at the Rexall Drug Store, 
C.A. Lindell and Sons, Bob’s 
Clothing, Brooks Pharma-
cy, and the Housatonic Val-
ley Regional High School 
in the cafeteria.  She used 
her skills in calligraphy to 
complete the record books 
for the North Canaan Con-
gregational Church.  Anita’s 
daughter remembers her as 
being very creative with 
cardboard, and a loving 
mom.

Anita is survived by her 

son Raymond Gochey and 
his fiancee’ Chris Filkins of 

Hinsdale, Massa-
chusetts; and her 
daughter Michele 
O’Brien of Sharon. 
She is also sur-
vived by her sister 
Denise Warner of 
Torrington and 
her brother Arthur 
King of Danbury. 
Her three grand-
children, Kyle Go-

chey of Pittsfield, Massachu-
setts, Cody O’Brien of Geor-
gia, and Sabrina O’Brien 
of Falls Village. Anita was 
predeceased by her brother, 
Martin King.

A Celebration of Anita’s 
life will be held on Saturday 
June 20, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home 118 Main St. Canaan, 
CT 06018.



Open Space
Kathy Herald-Mar-
lowe
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“We want a Supreme 
Court which will do justice 
under the constitution – 
not over it.  In our courts 
we want a government of 
laws, not of men.”  

Franklin D. Roosevelt

John Roberts was nomi-
nated to replace Sandra 
Day O’Connor as a jus-

tice on the Supreme Court 
in July 2005 – three days 
later Rehnquist died and 
Roberts was nominated 
for Chief Justice as his re-
placement.   � e most vocal  
Democratic resister to Rob-
erts’ con� rmation was the 
new Senator Barack Obama 
who contested that though 
Roberts would be unques-
tionably quali� ed for 95 % 
of Supreme Court cases, he 
would be lacking for 5% of 
cases requiring depth and 
width of empathy – Roberts 
was for the strong over the 
weak.  Roberts was con-
� rmed 72 – 22. Four years 
later, January 20, 2009, Rob-
erts bungled the Presiden-
tial oath of o�  ce at Obama’s 
inauguration, the oath was 
redone on January 21.  Both 
men had been president of 
the Harvard Law Review – 
Roberts in 1978 and Obama 
in 1990.  

In 2005 the Supreme 
Court enjoyed approval rat-
ings over 60% - comfortable, 
respectable.  In  2026, their 
approval rating is 42%, dis-
approval 57% - nearly a full 

reversal.  � e Court has lost 
the trust of a majority of the 
nation, 69% are in favor of 
term limits for Justices ver-
sus lifetime appointments. 
� e stability of the law is in 
question.  Many cases have 
been overturned, some cas-
es have been decided with 
extraordinary outcomes for 
money in elections, for im-
munity from prosecution for 
the executive.

In 2010, the Supreme 
Court announced a decision, 
so contentious that it had to 
be re-argued, that overturned 
bans on corporate indepen-
dent expenditures to favor 
unlimited corporate  expen-
ditures in elections. In 2016, 
total expenditures on Pres-
idential and Congressional 
elections was up from $7 
billion in 2008 to $18.3 bil-
lion boosted by super PACS 
and dark money whose do-
nors were non-disclosed.  
Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission has 
transformed campaigns and 
impacted election outcomes. 
� e Roberts Court ruled 5-4 
with Roberts writing the 
opinion.

Voting rights have been 
struck down by three Su-
preme Court cases: Shelby 

County v. Holder (2013), 
Students for Fair Admissions 
v Harvard (2023) and Louisi-
ana v. Callais (2026). � e � rst 
decision eliminated require-
ments that certain states with 
histories of discrimination 
obtain federal preclearance 
before changing their vot-
ing laws. � e Harvard case 
bans A�  rmative Action for 
admissions. 
The final 
L ou i s i an a 
decision lim-
its the Vot-
ing Rights 
Act. 

Rober ts 
in his opin-
ion in 2013 
wrote: “� e 
conditions 
that origi-
nally justi-
� ed these measures no lon-
ger characterize voting in the 
covered jurisdictions.”  � e 
Roberts Court ruled 5-4 then 
6-3.

Dobbs V Jackson Wom-
en’s Health Organization 
overturned Roe v Wade 
rea�  rmed by the Supreme 
Court on four occasions.  � e 
Roberts Court ruled 6-3 with 
a scathing majority opinion 
written, leaked by Samuel 
Alito. Abortion is favored 
by 80% of Americans.

� e nation continues to 
reel as the  Supreme Court 
ruled that all former presi-
dents possess absolute im-
munity for their core consti-
tutional powers and immune 
from all o�  cial acts.  � e 
decision is broadly opposed 
as it undermines the princi-
ple that no one is above the 

law. � e Roberts Court ruled 
6-3 with the majority opinion 
written by Roberts. 

Supreme Court over-
turned decisions have also 
impacted guns as well as the 
separation of church and 
state. An unusually high 
quantity of case have resulted 
in “shadow docket” � ndings 
which have no vote by the 

Justices, no 
explanation, 
no opinion. 
Additionally, 
the Supreme 
Court has 
overturned  
a surprising 
number of 
lower courts 
decisions in 
favor of the 
current ad-
ministration.

� e conclusion of the 
2025-2026 Supreme Court 
season is upon us.  Expect-
ed is another major deci-
sion regarding birth right 
citizenship now guaranteed 
in Section 1 of the 14th 
Amendment. Unexpected 
may be the unfurling of a 
gigantic Trump poster on 
the Supreme Court’s 92-
foot “greek-temple” on First 
Avenue in DC.  � e Trump 
poster currently on the DOJ 
is 88 feet long – so a duplicate 
� ts here even though such a 
Trump image would cover 
the west facade’s declaration 
of “ Equal justice under law.”  
Not all would be bothered or 
even notice.  

Kathy Herald-Marlowe 
lives in Sharon.

Court tests meaning of equal justice
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THIS WEEK
Fireworks have long been part of Fourth of July 
celebrations, lighting up the night sky in towns 
across the country. But in recent years, drone 

light shows have become an increasingly popular 
alternative, as communities weigh safety concerns, 
� re risks, noise complaints, environmental e� ects 

and changing state and local regulations.

What do you think about this changing tradition? 
Should communities hold on to � reworks, 

embrace drone shows or � nd room for both?

Send your responses to publisher@lakevillejournal.
com by Monday, June 22 at 10 a.m. or 
comment on Facebook or Instagram.

We’ll publish a selection in next week’s paper. 

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION
As Region One studies the future of its schools, what 
should matter most: cost, educational opportunity, 

town identity, travel time or something else?

“I believe that all the towns that send kids to the 
elementary and high schools should split the costs equally 

regardless of the amount. Of kids each town has two 
go to those schools or the parents of the kids that have 
their kids go to school. � is crap of having people who 

don’t have kids in school have to pay for it as well.”
— Shaun Murphy

Save our Forests

Impeach Trump now, not later

� anks for cemetery tour

I remember, as a child, 
seeing the branches of the 
majestic elm trees on the 
green in the center of town, 
cover the sky.  � en we were 
hit with the Dutch Elm dis-
ease and most of the elm 
trees died.  � e hemlocks 
in much of the country are 
plagued by the woolly adel-
gid, an insect native to East 
Asia. Losing our hemlocks 
would be devastating. Cur-
rently, a huge threat to our 
ash trees is the emerald ash 
borer, which has already 
killed thousands of ash trees 
all over the country.

How does our country 
� ght these diseases that are 
attacking our forests? It is 
with the National Forest Ser-
vice, where scientists work to 
� nd ways to stop the foreign 
insects and diseases attacking 
trees to save our forests. 

Agriculture Secretary 
Brooke Rollins of the Trump 
administration is closing � f-
ty-seven of the seventy-seven 
research stations of the For-
est Service across the coun-

try.  She wants to shrink the 
Forest Service headquarters 
and move it from Washing-
ton DC to Utah. � e Forest 
Service has a crucial role in 
preserving one hundred and 
ninety- two million acres of 
forests covering forty- three 
states from the Big Cypress 
National Park in Florida 
to the hardwood forests of 
Glacier National Park on the 
Canadian border.  � e cur-
rent administration wants to 
end the “roadless rule” put in 
by the Clinton administra-
tion, which since 2001 has 
protected millions of acres 
of undeveloped forests from 
exploitation by lumbering 
and mining.

Trees in our national for-
ests help � ght against climate 
change by storing ten percent 
of carbon and the Forest Ser-
vice is vital for � ghting the 
insects and diseases attacking 
these forests. � e National 
Forest Service should not be 
reduced or destroyed.

Lizbeth Piel
Sharon

Every day I wake up, I 
wonder whether it’s possible 
for Trump’s corruption to 
reach a higher level.  Trump 
appears to be an evil genius 
able to constantly devise 
new, creative ways to take 
advantage of his position 
to enrich his family and 
friends, and he has a team 
of sycophants who are all 
too eager to carry out his 
schemes.  � is needs to end 
now, and there needs to be 
justice brought against the 
crooks who have been per-
petrating this corruption 
and the�  of resources from 
the rest of us as ordinary 
Americans and taxpayers.

Senator Schumer and 
House Minority Leader Jef-
fries have decided to delay 
any push for impeachment 
until a� er the mid-term elec-
tions.  But what if there’s no 
election?   Trump has stated, 

A thank you to the Falls 
Village-Canaan Historical 
Society for the cemetery 
tour honoring Revolu-
tionary War Veterans. It is 

“there should not be an elec-
tion [in November]”, and “I 
have the right to do whatever 
I want as President,” and “no-
body can stop me, only my 
own moral sense.”  Waiting 
for an election to occur � rst 
may be too late.  We cannot 
take this risk.

You might ask how one 
might have an impeachment 
proceeding without the ma-
jority of the House voting for 
it and, even if it occurs, the 
improbability of two thirds 
of the Senate voting for con-
viction.  However, there are 
increasing numbers of dis-
a� ected Republicans who 
detest Trump and may be 
willing to add the few votes 
needed tip the balance in 
the House to support an im-
peachment proceeding.  

Even if the Senate would 
fail to convict the President, 
the record of crimes and 

volunteer groups like this 
that help our small towns 
thrive.

Terry Blass
Falls Village

supporting evidence gath-
ered during impeachment 
would better enable lawsuits 
accusing criminal behavior 
to be made sooner than lat-
er.   Moreover, in an election 
year, those House members 
voting not to impeach, or 
those Senators voting not to 
convict, would “own” part 
of the corruption when the 
chickens eventually come 
home to roost.  And they 
will come home.

An impeachment pro-
ceeding would lay bare to 
the American public im-
mediately before the mid-
term elections just how 
corrupt the administra-
tion has become.  It would 
make it more difficult for 
the President to hinder the 
execution of the midterm 
elections by, say, cooking up 
a national security “threat” 
and invoking the Insurrec-

tion Act.  It would increase 
the pressure on the Presi-
dent not to mess with the 
election process.

According to multiple 
polls, a little over half of 
Americans support impeach-
ment of Trump.  Schumer 
and Je� ries need to step aside 
to allow new Democratic 
leadership to represent the 
desires of their constituents.  
� ey are failed politicians 
with insu�  cient gumption 
and leadership, and who en-
abled deeply � awed Trump 
to ascend to the presidency 
a second time.  If the Dem-
ocrats lose again, they will 
have gotten what they de-
serve given their poor and 
misguided leadership.  And 
we, the American people, 
will pay for it.  Do you de-
serve that?

Lloyd Baroody
Lakeville

“Members of the 
Supreme Court 
have lifetime 
tenure because 
they’re not suppose 
to do politics.” 

Ben Sasse
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is a powerful reflection of 
the exceptional work hap-
pening every day at Sharon 
Hospital,” hospital president 
Christina McCulloch said. 
“I am incredibly proud of 
our caregivers, clinicians 
and team members, whose 
dedication to patient safe-
ty, quality and compassion 
continues to strengthen the 
health of the communities 
we serve.” 

Sharon Hospital was one 
of seven Northwell Health 
hospitals to receive five-star 
rating this year. This recog-
nition comes  a month after 
Sharon Hospital received an 
“A” grade from The Leapfrog 
Group, a national nonprofit 
watchdog organization fo-
cused on hospital quality 
and safety. 

the medium, 35-meter jump. 
A well drilled last week 

marks a milestone for the 
venue. 

“We’ve never had running 
water before,” said Barker on 
Saturday, June 13 at the hill as 
volunteers prepared for the 
next phase of the organiza-
tion’s evolution. He said it’s 
been talked about for years. 

Though the running wa-
ter will not be used for snow-
making – Barker said the cur-
rent operation relies on aging 
cisterns while SWSA devel-

ops plans for a future pond 
– it will support major events 
and will also make summer 
jumping possible. 

Barker had samples of ce-
ramic and plastic materials 
on hand. The plastic, he said, 
is called a shingle and will be 
attached to the landing hill in 
rows of eight. Installing them 
will take SWSA volunteers 
just a couple of days. 

The ceramic tiles are being 
attached to the jump tower 
and must be screwed in, one 
at a time. Barker knows ex-
actly how many there are 
– 680 – because he did the 
work.

He said one advantage of 

the ceramic tiles is that they 
make it unnecessary to add 
snow to the jump tower in 
the winter.

Not only will the water 
come in handy for off-sea-
son ski jumping, but also for 
big events like the Jane Lloyd 
Fund clambake set to take 
place in late July.

SWSA hopes to get its 
summer jumping activities 
underway by the end of 
July or beginning of August. 
Barker said there will likely 
be about two dozen partic-
ipants, all youngsters from 
the Tri-State area who have 
been regular SWSA partici-
pants for years.

night of our restaurant’s soft 
opening,” she said, noting 
that the strong turnout was 
largely due to local residents. 
“We received great support 
from the local patrons who 
were excited to see the 
restaurant return.” 

Ludwig estimated that 
about 50 guests were served 
over the course of the eve-
ning.

 She explained that the 
“soft opening” concept indi-
cates that the business is still 
in the experimental phase as 
its services are rolled out. 

“We’re using the first two 
weeks to conquer any hurdles 
that arise from doing some-
thing new,” she said, “and 
we appreciate the patience 
that our guests are currently 
showing, and we hope that 
continues.”

 The menu currently of-
fers American bistro fare, 
including shareable starters, 
salads, sides and mains, plus 
a selection of local and macro 
brews and an expanding list 
of wines and spirits. Dishes 
range from a $6 side salad 
or fries to the $18 NVFD 
(Norfolk Volunteer Fire De-
partment) Firehouse Burg-
er, which comes stacked 
with bacon, onion rings and 
cheese sauce.

 Ludwig said that the 

menu remains a work in 
progress, and that she already 
had orders in for more wines 
and liquors as of Thursday 
afternoon.

 She said the main ad-
justment will be the primar-
ily QR code-based ordering 
system, designed to reduce 
wait times for rushed concert 
goers. While the restaurant 
will cater to the needs of 
the show audience, Ludwig 
said she remains committed 
to prioritizing its role as a 
community restaurant in a 
town where the only other 
food service stops at 2 p.m. 

“If you don’t want to 
cook, come have a burger,” 
Ludwig said. “Come sit at the 
bar, have some wings – enjoy 
some time in town.”

 Dining alongside his 
Norfolk-resident parents, 
Starling Childs said the speed 
with which the restaurant 
opened – conceived in late 
January and publicly an-
nounced less than a month 
ago during a packed public 
meeting – demonstrated “the 
flexibility and collaboration 
that makes Norfolk such a 
special place.”

 His father, also Starling 
Childs, chimed in with a 
grin. “I’m just happy to be 
back in an air-conditioned, 
lovely space.”

 As she chatted with pa-
trons, bartender Leah Muller 
said the restaurant fills a 
much needed gap in dining 
options for locals and concert 
goers alike. “We don’t even 
have a Dunkin’ Donuts you 
can breeze through,” she said. 
“It’s 15 minutes one way or 15 
the other.”

 David Parks, the music 
venue’s head of security and 
an announcer, expressed his 
relief to have the restaurant 
back as he stood up from his 
meal. “You get to just depart 
once and have a great dinner 
and a show,” he said, thinking 
of concert goers who previ-
ously would have relied on 
the Norfolk Pub for a nearby 
dinner option before it closed 
at the end of January. “It’s a 
music and arts town, and this 
just adds to it,” he said.

 Assistant Bistro Manager 
Brenda Horsefield said she 
was happy to see the cozy 
restaurant room brought 
back to life: “The space is 
worthy of people having a 
good time and enjoying a 
meal.”

 Infinity Bistro is open 
Wednesday through Sunday 
for dinner service, 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. with reservations, 
once they go live after the soft 
opening period, cutting off at 
8:30 p.m.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN 

Infinity Bistro opened its doors to the public Wednesday, June10, presenting an Amer-
ican bistro menu to a town that has been without a dinner option for four months. 
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But we still need your help  
to build the future.  

If we don’t grow, we 
won’t survive.

To help guarantee the future, members of our 
board are offering an urgent  

$75,000 matching challenge through June 30.  
Every dollar you give up to $75,000  

will be doubled.

Here’s how the money will be spent
 

Investing in how the news reaches you 
We’re expanding our digital reach, publishing 
online throughout the week, and offering 
several highly popular newsletters.

 
Expanded enterprise and lifestyle reporting   
With a new Executive Editor, we are strengthening our 
newsroom, producing enterprise reporting on major 
issues and expanding our coverage of the arts and 
community events in the re-designed Compass section.

 
Investing in future talent 
We revived the school newspaper and journalism programs 
at Housatonic Valley Regional High School, and plan to 
do the same at high schools in our New York coverage 
area.  And for the fourth year, we will continue our paid 
summer internship program for college students.

 
Publishing more prize-winning reporting 
The Lakeville Journal earned multiple awards from the New 
England Newspaper & Press Association, including First 
Place for Natalia Zukerman’s “Bearing Witness at Auschwitz,” 
a powerful story about memory and responsibility.

 
Yes, the future of local news for our community is 
promising—but not guaranteed. Please join us. Every 
dollar you give—up to $75,000—will be matched.

Together, we’re building the future of local news.

Local Matters
THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL | THE MILLERTON NEWS

All donations to LJMN Media, Inc., a 501(c)(3),  
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

$75,000  
MATCHING 

CHALLENGE 

THE GOOD NEWS
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 

are alive and well and thriving.

Thanks to you, our two local newspapers have DEFIED  
the troubling economic trend that has led to thousands  

of America’s small town newspapers shutting down.

EXTENDED!

To Donate
Please go to LakevilleJournal.com/donate

or mail a check to 
LJMN Media, Inc., 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Scan to Donate

$10,000 
to go!

Realtor® at Large

A new law that took e� ect 
in Connecticut on May 20th  
requires all kayaks, canoes, 
and stand-up paddleboards 
to have the owner’s contact 
information on them. Under 
Connecticut Public Act 26-60, 
all unregistered vessels in 
Connecticut are now required 
to be identi� ed, including all 
paddlecraft. � e information 
required is name of owner, 
address and two phone 
numbers. � e reason is to 
help emergency responders to 
quickly determine if there is a 
real emergency or simply a lost 
boat!

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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11TH | SATURDAY
Craft Vendor and Flea Market, NECC Farmers
Market, Free Screening of “A League of Their Own”,
Touch-a-Truck Event, Millerton’s 175  Celebration
Parade, Pool Groundbreaking Ceremony and
Concert in the Park

th

12TH | SUNDAY
3-on-3 Basketball Tournament and Cornhole
Tournament

11 - 19
J U L Y

13TH | MONDAY
Special 175th Dinner at the Millerton Inn

15TH | WEDNESDAY
Lawn Party at the Millerton Inn

16TH | THURSDAY
Summer Stroll hosted by the Millerton Business
Alliance, Comedy Show in Eddie Collins Memorial
Park

17TH | FRIDAY
Millerton’s 175  Fair with Drone Light Showth

18TH | SATURDAY
Millerton’s 175  Fairth

19TH | SUNDAY
Northeast Ford Car Show, Millerton’s 175  Fairth

AND MORE EVENTS STILL
BEING ADDED!

OR SCAN HERE

@millertons175th

villageofmillerton-ny.gov/175th

MILLERTON’S 175
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

TH

14TH | TUESDAY
HVRTA Outdoor Classroom Grand Opening
Ceremony

SPECIAL EXPERIENCES MILLERTON’S 175  FAIRTH

CELEBRATION WEEK SCHEDULE

LEARN MORE AT

FRIDAY, JULY 17TH -
SUNDAY, JULY 19TH

Family Album Project at NorthEast-Millerton
Library
Local history exhibit: Historic Millerton –
People, Places and Things hosted by the North
East Historical Society in the Methodist Church
Community Stick Sculpture hosted by the North
East Community Center
Step back in time and visit Irondale
Schoolhouse
Contribute to the 175 Reasons Why We
Millerton future installation at the pool

2 different stages with performances all
weekend long
Inflatable rides, games, and a shooting range
for kids
Food, beer, and craft vendors
Petting zoos, animal skill shows, and adoptable
pets
Giveaways and activations from community
groups and sponsors
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Housatonic Valley Regional High School Congratulations 
to the class of 2026

m mm

Shanaya Duprey Anthony Foley Elizabeth Forbes Mollie Ford

Katherine Crane Richard Crane III Nicholas Crodelle Arianna Danforth Gold Steven Delgado Buni Mia DiRocco

Devoge Brown II Henry Burke Cohen Cecchinato Hunter Conklin Ryder Conte Christopher Crane, Jr.

Hayden Bell Henry Berry Genesis Bravo Guilcahina Olivia Brooks Victoria Brooks Colby Brown

Kevin Aguilar Wesley Allyn Peter Austin Steven Barber Everet Belancik Henry Graham Belancik

Best wishes to the 
Class of 2026!
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Congratulations to the Class of 2026!

Monday – Friday: 9 to 5:30   Saturday: 9 to 4
333 Main Street, Lakeville CT  • (860) 435-8833

We love your pets.

Congratulations graduates!

AssociAted Lightning Rod compAny inc.AssociAted Lightning Rod compAny inc.

518-789-4603 • 860-373-8309
www.alrci.com

Hardscaping • Land Clearing 
Native Meadow Installations 

Garden Design • Invasive Plant Removal  
Property Management & Much More!

Landscaping & Ecological Services

(860) 824-1188  •  o�  ce@mattslandscapingct.com

Congratulations Graduates!

Outdoor Power  
Equipment

337 Ashley Falls Rd (Route 7)
Canaan, CT 06018

860-824-7276  Fax 860-824-7759

WWW.CRANESOPE.COM
Sales - Service - Parts

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF FFA

Outdoor Power  
Equipment

337 Ashley Falls Rd (Route 7)
Canaan, CT 06018

860-824-7276  Fax 860-824-7759

WWW.CRANESOPE.COM
Sales - Service - Parts

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF FFA
Outdoor Power  

Equipment
337 Ashley Falls Rd (Route 7)

Canaan, CT 06018
860-824-7276  Fax 860-824-7759

WWW.CRANESOPE.COM
Sales - Service - Parts

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF FFA
Outdoor Power 

Equipment

337 Ashley Falls Rd (Route 7)
Canaan, CT 06018

860-824-7276  Fax 860-824-7759

WWW.CRANESOPE.COM
Sales - Service - Parts

RICHIE, KATIE, CHRIS,  
AND THE ENTIRE 2026  
GRADUATING CLASS!

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM 
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK 

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT 

860.689.5677 | ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM
CONGRATS 

HVRHS 
GRADS!OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM 

BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK 
FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT 

860.689.5677 | ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

(860) 435-2007
4 Ethan Allen Street 
Lakeville, CT 06039 

Monday-Friday: 5:30-2:00
Saturday: 5:30-1:00

Sunday: Closed

Congratulations graduates!

Congratulations 
graduates! 
Best of luck 
in the future

NorthEastFordMillerton.com

STOP BY 
AND SEE LANN 

TODAY!

Lann Rubin



A10A10		 THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, June 18, 2026, Thursday, June 18, 2026

THEMOVIEHOUSE.NET 48 MAIN STREET MILLERTON, NY

Congratulations class of 2026

Congratulations Hunter Conklin  
& the Class of 2026!

860-485-4696  |  www.pkcontractingct.com

DRURY, PATZ 
& CITRIN, LLP

attorneys at law

Linda M. Patz   Michael P. Citrin

7 Church Street, Canaan, CT 06018
(860) 824-7777

Congratulations, Graduates!
The 2 x 4 ad LD50107 for 
WHITE HART INN; THE 

named "LD50107" is missing 
or incomplete.

Congrats Grads!Congrats Grads!

42 MAIN STREET IN THE HEART OF MILLERTON
www.dutchesstradingco.com  •  518-592-1063

Housatonic Valley Regional High School Congratulations 
to the class of 2026

m mm

Ryan Ouellette

Damon McDonald Alexa Meach Madeline Mechare Madison Melino

Francisco Mendoza Ratzan Ashton Osborne

Anthony Labbadia Logan Labshere Eric Lopez Espinosa Riley Mahaffey

Simon Markow Zachary Martin

Chloe Hill Adam Hock Sara Ireland Hannah Johnson

Madelyn Johnson Abram Kirshner

Marc HafnerKierra Greene

Daphne Paine Kristoffer Quinion Sara Räber

Julissa Gonzalez Nicolas Gonzalez Maureen Madison Graney Taylor GreenAnna Gillette Suzanne Gilpatric

Congratulations Class of 2026

Good Luck In Your  
Future Endeavors
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349A Main Street 
Lakeville, CT
(860) 364-5380
www.roaringoaksfl orist.com

Congratulati ons Congratulati ons 
Class of 2026!Class of 2026!

14 Kent Road South
Cornwall Bridge, CT

860-672-6645 
cornwallpackagestore.com

Congratulations on 
what you’ve done.

See you when 
you’re twenty-one!

CCOONNGGRRAATTSS
CCLLAASSSS  OOFF  22002266

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PATRONAGE.
SINCE 1959  

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR PATRONAGE.

860-824-4444
SEGALLASANDANDGRAVEL.COM

886600 -- 882244 -- 44444444

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2026!CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2026!

860-824-0209
14 Church street, Canaan, CT 06018

Email: Danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.comNOW OPEN
CUSTOM KITCHEN AND BATH
DESIGN CENTER SHOWROOM
Open: Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm

Saturday 9am-3pm

860-824-0209

KITCHENS © BATHS © TILES © CABINETS

14 CHURCH STREET, CANAAN, CT 06018
EMAIL: DANIELLE@BERKSHIREHILLSDESIGN.COM

KITCHENS • BATHS • TILES • CABINETS

Housatonic Valley Regional High School Congratulations 
to the class of 2026

m mm
Owen Riemer Tyler Roberts Deiby Romero Gualan Gabriele Rooney Kyle Rosier Melanie Rundall

Ibby Sadeh Gabriel Sario Ava Segalla Phurba Tenzing Sherpa Abigale Sherwood Cole Simonds

Lauren Sorrell Lennin Torres Pineda Celeste Trabucco Silas Tripp Joseph Villa Arpi Ayden Wheeler

Bailey Williams Thylonius Williams Alex Woodworth Wilbur

NOT 
PICTURED

Lily Beurket

Evelyn Flores-
Hernandez

329 Main St., Lakeville, CT  •  lakevillebooks.com

CONGRATS CLASS OF 2026

Congratulations, Alex!Congratulations, Alex!

We Love You! 
Mommy, YOM, & Big G

C� gra� lati� s!C� gra� lati� s!

"If I must give any of you advice 
it would be say yes. Say yes, 
and create your own destiny."
Maya Rudolph

Best wishes into the future
from your friends at
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Early Deadline
O�  ces will be closed Friday, July 3RD

64 Route 7 N/Falls Village, CT 06031 | 860-435-9873
lakevillejournal.com

PO Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546 | 860-435-9873 x608
millertonnews.com

Ad deadline for the July 9th issue is
Noon on Thursday, July 2nd

for ALL Display Advertising

Legals Deadline is
4 p.m. on Thursday, July 2nd

Classifi ed Line Deadline is
Noon on Monday, July 6th

Letters to the Editor deadline is
10 a.m. Monday, July 6th

Reserve your space!
advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Mike Moore
Continued from Page A1

Timeline
Continued from Page A1

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MURRAY

The greenhouse at the Ashley Falls property, where 
Michael Moore’s body was allegedly found.

quence of events between the 
time Moore left the Lakeville 
jobsite and the time Fernan-
do arrived at Bushnell’s Ash-
ley Falls home.

Shugrue has said investi-
gators continue to gather ev-
idence and await additional 
forensic results. However, 
investigators have noted that 
Moore and Bushnell went to 
the Ashley Falls property 
alone.

Investigators believe the 
dispute centered on money 
from a job that Moore and 
Bushnell were working on to-
gether. Shugrue said Moore 
was expecting to receive a 
$10,000 payment on June 1 
related to the job, but Bush-
nell collected the money on 
May 31.

According to investiga-
tors, Bushnell believed Moore 
had been stealing from him 
and decided to get the pay-
ment. Shugrue said he be-
lieves Moore was unaware 
Bushnell had collected the 
money until the day of his 

death.
Investigators found no ev-

idence that Moore had stolen 
from Bushnell.

“He thought Mr. Moore 
was stealing from him,” Shu-
grue said. “That did not ap-
pear to be the case.”

 What’s next
Bushnell remains held 

without bail and is sched-
uled to return to Southern 
Berkshire District Court on 
July 16.

Prosecutors plan to pres-
ent the case to a Berkshire 
County grand jury. If an in-
dictment is issued, the case 
will move to Berkshire Su-
perior Court in Pittsfield for 
a trial.

Shugrue said the case 
was particularly tragic be-
cause Moore and Bushnell 
had been friends since high 
school and were both fathers.

“A poor man has lost his 
life, and he’s got a young 
child, and a man who had a 
child as well is incarcerated, 
so it’s a very sad situation.”

feet. He was also talking 
about marriage after more 
than six months in a com-
mitted relationship.

For many who knew both 
Moore and Bushnell, the al-
legations remain difficult to 
reconcile. The two men had 
known each other since their 
days at Housatonic Val-
ley Regional High School, 
worked together for years 
and remained close friends.

“They were best friends,” 
Moises Reyes, a painter who 
was employed by Moore, 
said.

Friends say Moore and 
Bushnell spoke daily, shared 
workers on larger jobs, 
consulted one another on 
estimates and occasionally 
helped each other financially 
when business slowed.

One friend and fellow 
painter, who has known 
both men since childhood 
but didn’t want his name dis-
closed, said Bushnell served 
as a mentor to Moore as the 
younger contractor built his 
own business.

“Cole was like a mentor 
to him,” the friend said. 
“Whatever job one got, they 
would run it by the other.”

Friends said it was not 
uncommon for the two men 
to loan each other money 
when cash flow tightened, 
a reality of running small 
contracting businesses.

“I saw it both ways,” the 
friend said. “Mike would 

help Cole. Cole would help 
Mike.”

That history has left many 
searching for answers.

“I don’t understand how 
it happened,” the friend said.

Rebuilding his life
Those closest to Moore 

acknowledge that he strug-
gled with addiction during 
his younger years and had 
several encounters with the 
criminal justice system. But 
friends say those challenges 
became the foundation of a 
turnaround.

After becoming sober, 
Moore focused on rebuild-
ing his life, establishing his 
own business and gaining 
sole custody of Lucian near-
ly four years ago.  

“He got clean. He got his 
son back,” said Joey St. John, 
who worked for Moore but 
had been friends with him 
for nearly a decade. 

Friends describe that 
achievement as one of 
Moore’s proudest accom-
plishments. They say much 
of what he did in recent 
years revolved around creat-
ing stability for his son. Lu-
cian’s mother, they said, had 
her own personal struggles.

A father first
By all accounts, Lucian 

was the center of Moore’s 
life.

Friends describe him as 
a single father whose daily 
routine revolved around his 
son. He dropped him off at 

daycare in Winsted most 
days and picked him up at 
the end of the day. 

Friends say Moore 
worked hard to regain cus-
tody of Lucian and was de-
voted to raising him.

“Lucian loved his daddy 
more than anything,” said 
Jacklyn Evon, whose hus-
band grew up with Moore 
and was a friend. 

Her husband, Bryan, at-
tended Kellogg Elementary 
School in Falls Village with 
Moore in the 1990s, when 
there were only about 10 
children in the grade, with 
just three being boys.

“They were like brothers,” 
she said, noting that Moore 
gave a lively speech at their 
wedding.

Following Moore’s death, 
friends and family members 
have rallied around Moore’s 
son.

Evon launched a Go-
FundMe campaign noting 
that Moore was Lucian’s 
sole caregiver, provider and 
primary source of support. 
The fundraiser seeks to help 
cover counseling, education-
al expenses, daily needs and 
long-term financial support 
for the boy. 

“No amount can replace 
Michael or erase the pain 
of this loss,” the fundraiser 
states. “However, together 
we can help ease some of the 
burdens that now lie ahead 
for Lucian.”

The GoFundMe had 
generated about $18,000 in 

a week, with about 150 con-
tributors.

Evon said that Lucian 
has a strong foundation but 
there is uncertainty ahead. 

A crew left behind
Moore’s death has also 

left his workers grieving and 
uncertain about the future.

Many of the people 
Moore employed were 
themselves rebuilding their 
lives after addiction, incar-
ceration or other setbacks.

Reyes said Moore gave 
him an opportunity after 
he completed rehabilitation 
in 2025 and began trying to 
turn his life around.

“He uplifted me,” Reyes 
said. “He pointed me in a 
better direction. I am com-
pletely heartbroken by this.”

Reyes said Moore be-
lieved in him and helped 
him develop skills that al-
lowed him to earn a better 
living. Reyes was working at 
Burger King in Torrington 
before Moore hired him.

“If my motivation went 
down, he would help me,” 
Reyes said.

Today, Reyes is still trying 
to process the loss.

“It’s hard to wake up in 
the morning and concen-
trate,” he said, who now has 
to find a new job. “Every 30 
minutes I feel grief.”

Meanwhile, St. John was 
also recovering from addic-
tion and needed a job. “He’s 
like, ‘I’ll give you some days, 

come work for me.’ I said: 
‘All right.’”

St. John said he became 
friends with Moore through 
their shared love of music 
and Moore’s passion for 
playing guitar.  

Fernando, who didn’t 
provide his last name but 
worked for Bushnell, said 
he is struggling to process 
the alleged homicide and is 
now in therapy. He was the 
employee who was alleged-
ly shown Moore’s body by 
Bushnell on June 1. 

St. John, who had planned 
to spend the summer work-
ing for Moore, has been 
making deliveries through 
DoorDash while searching 
for another job.

Others remain uncertain 
about what comes next.

Coworkers say Moore 
looked after his crew, bought 
lunch, solved problems and 
treated employees with re-
spect.

Remembering  
the man they knew

Many of Moore’s friends 
say his death came at a time 
when he appeared to have 
found a path forward. 

They said the timing of 
his death was tragic, since 
he had got back on track and 
had rebuilt his life around 
his family and work. 

“He poured all of his en-
ergy into his son,” Evon said. 
“And whatever he had left, 
he put into his business.”

According to Reyes, 
Moore hugged Bushnell 
when he arrived.

The gesture struck him 
only in hindsight. At the time, 
nobody thought anything of 
it.

The two men often left 
jobsites together to inspect 
potential work, prepare es-
timates, collect payments or 
discuss upcoming projects.

“They did it all the time,” 
St. John recalled.

Both St. John and Reyes 
said they saw Moore leave in 
Bushnell’s truck. Moore left 
his vehicle behind and told 
workers they were heading 
to New Marlborough, Mas-
sachusetts, to look at a job.

Reyes expected Moore 
to return later in the day as 
he typically did. Instead, it 
would be the last time he saw 
him alive.

Coworkers said Moore 
was a devoted father who 
routinely picked up his 
7-year-old son from daycare 
after work. His failure to re-
turn would later alarm them.

A call to  
New Marlborough

While Moore and Bush-
nell were together, Bush-
nell’s crew was working the 
first day of a project in New 
Marlborough.

Among them was Fernan-
do, who didn’t provide his last 
name and who had worked 
for Bushnell for roughly 2½ 
years after previously work-
ing for Moore.

Fernando said Bushnell 
called and texted him around 
11:45 a.m., asking him and 
the rest of the crew to come to 
his Ashley Falls home. Bush-
nell told them there was piz-
za and urged them to hurry 
because he had somewhere 
else to be.

“A normal day, priming 
walls,” Fernando said of the 
work they had been doing 
before receiving the message.

The greenhouse
Fernando said they ar-

rived at Bushnell’s property 
on Polikoff Road at around 
12:30 p.m.

The first thing he noticed 
was a damaged fence. The 
workers were asked to repair 
a fence post and began un-
loading tools.

Then Fernando noticed 
blood on Bushnell’s face.

“When I see Cole, I see 
blood on his face,” Fernando 
said.

“‘What happened? What 
happened?’” he recalled ask-
ing.

At first, Fernando thought 
Bushnell had been involved 
in an accident.

Soon after, Fernando said 
Bushnell allegedly told him, 
“‘I’ve got a problem. Let me 
show you something.’”

Bushnell led him to a 
small greenhouse behind 
the house and the door was 
closed behind him.

According to Fernando, 
Bushnell lifted a mattress in-
side the greenhouse, reveal-
ing what Fernando described 
as a body wrapped in a tarp.

Fernando said he asked 
who it was.

According to Fernando, 
Bushnell allegedly respond-
ed: “It’s Mike.”

“I said, ‘What?’” Fernando 
recalled.

“It’s Mike,” Bushnell re-
peated, according to Fer-
nando.

“I said, ‘What happened? 
What are you doing?’”

Bushnell reportedly re-
plied: “‘This is not your prob-
lem, it’s my problem.’”

Fernando said he was 
shaken and wanted to leave 
immediately. He said the oth-
er workers never saw Moore’s 
body.

Fernando and the crew 
then left the property.

Fernando said he had 
no idea what had occurred 
before his arrival. However, 
Bushnell and Moore never 
arrived in New Marlborough.

Fernando then got into 
his van with his workers and 
drove to Troop B in North 
Canaan, less than two miles 
from Bushnell’s home. They 
arrived at Troop B before 1:30 
p.m.

According to authorities, 
Bushnell followed Fernando 
and his colleagues in his ve-
hicle but stopped after they 
pulled over on the side of the 
road. Once he drove away, 
they continued to the state 
police barracks. 

District Attorney Shugrue 
later confirmed much of the 
timeline, including that a 
worker had been shown 
Moore’s body under a mat-
tress in a greenhouse after 

arriving at the property. 
Acting strange

According to reports, 
Bushnell’s fiancée said he 
appeared normal Monday 
morning. By noon, however, 
he seemed agitated.

She also told authorities, 
according to court records, 
that she received a text mes-
sage from him telling her not 
to come home. Furthermore, 
she told police that Bushnell 
had been acting strangely 
and appeared paranoid in 
the days leading up to June 1.

Waiting for Mike
Back in Lakeville, workers 

grew concerned when Moore 
failed to return.

St. John said he called 
Moore twice around 2:30 p.m. 
to tell him he had to leave for 
a dentist appointment but re-
ceived no response.

By about 4 p.m., Reyes 
said repeated attempts to 
reach Moore had also failed.

Reyes said he then called 
Bushnell directly.

“‘Where’s Mike?’” Reyes 
recalled asking.

According to Reyes, Bush-
nell responded, “‘I don’t f----
ing know,’” before ending the 
conversation.

For the workers, the an-
swer made little sense. Moore 
had left the jobsite with Bush-
nell that morning. They grew 
worried when he never made 
it back.

Police become involved
Connecticut troopers 

notified the Sheffield Police 
Dept., who responded to the 
Polikoff Road property and 
secured the scene before con-
tacting the Berkshire District 
Attorney’s Office.

District Attorney Shugrue 
said that Moore was fatally 
assaulted inside the green-
house and his body was then 
placed under the mattress.

At Bushnell’s arraignment, 
prosecutors said Moore suf-
fered blunt-force trauma to 
the head and lacerations to 
his back, likely caused by a 
small knife.

However, Shugrue said 

last week that there were ad-
ditional injuries, including 
wounds to his legs. “Lower 
legs and other parts of the 
body. He was struck and 
stabbed multiple times.”

Shugrue also said that 
investigators have recovered 
what they believe were the 
weapons used in the attack.

“There have been weap-
ons recovered, but I’m not 
going to comment more on 
that, other than that they’re 
being forensically tested, and 
there’s significant amounts of 
material on those weapons.”

Bushnell was arrested June 
1 and charged with murder. 
He was arraigned June 2. He 
has pleaded not guilty and 
remains held without bail.

Bushnell was not home 
when police first arrived. 

Investigators arrested 
him when he returned to the 
property at 5:23 p.m. after be-
ing told there was a fire there, 
though no fire had occurred. 
Authorities believe confusion 
among nearby residents who 
saw emergency vehicles at the 
scene may have led to reports 
of a fire, prompting Bushnell’s 
return. 

Court records state that 
when Bushnell returned, he 
was wearing clothing stained 
with a reddish-brown sub-
stance consistent with blood. 
He was taken into custody 
without incident.

According to court re-
cords, Bushnell had asked 
his fiancée the Friday before 
Moore’s death for access to 
the surveillance cameras at 
his home. The cameras had 
been in place for some time, 
and she told investigators he 
had never asked before.

On June 1, she noticed the 
cameras had been turned off 
and were facing different di-
rections.

Questions remain
Although investigators 

have outlined portions of the 
case in court, many questions 
remain unanswered.

Authorities have not pub-
licly disclosed the full se-
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Juneteenth graduation celebrates 
Berkshire’s next generation of leaders

Unexpected subjects, familiar beauty  
in new Kent exhibits

Forged by curiosity

Art,  
craftsmanship 
and big fun 
with Izzy Fitch

Stonewood 
Farm launches 
chefs in 
residence 
program

COMMUNITY

ARTFOOD

By Natalia Zukerman

When designer Abigail 
Horace joined the Blackshires 
Leadership Accelerator, she 
was looking for support as the 
founder of the Black Berkshires 
Social Club, which creates cul-
turally grounded social spaces 
for Black and BIPOC residents 
in the region. What she found 
was something deeper: a com-
munity of peers invested in one 
another’s success.

“Finding Blackshires has 
been transformative,” Horace 
said. “Being a BIPOC found-
er in this region can feel iso-
lating, and this community 
has changed that. They see 
my work, champion my busi-
ness and have opened doors I 
couldn’t have opened alone.”

Horace is one of 13 fellows 
graduating from the Black-
shires Leadership Accelera-
tor on Juneteenth, June 19, at 
Ventfort Hall in Lenox. The 
free public ceremony marks 
the completion of a months-
long civic and entrepreneurial 
leadership program created 
by the Blackshires Communi-
ty Empowerment Foundation 
and R3SET Enterprises.

Founded in response to con-
versations among Berkshire 
County’s Black leaders about 
economic opportunity, rep-
resentation and community 
development, Blackshires has 
grown into a BIPOC-led net-
work focused on leadership de-
velopment, economic empower-
ment and cultural equity. The 
organization’s flagship Leader-
ship Accelerator combines civic 
engagement, entrepreneurship, 
storytelling, networking and 
project development to help 

By Natalia Zukerman

A steel praying mantis stands 
among garden accents at 
Battle Hill Forge in Wassaic, its 

folded forelegs ready for prayer and 
mischief in equal measure.

“She’s very nice,” said blacksmith, 
sculptor and Battle Hill Forge owner Izzy 
Fitch, patting the giant insect affection-
ately. Then he added, “Just don’t go out 
to dinner with her.”

The giant metal mantis, built by artist 
Jim Hackett, is now part of a summer 
contest Fitch devised. He’ll strap it to the 
roof rack of his car and drive it around. 
When people spot it, they can take a 
photo, post it on social media and tag 
@battlehillforge, @lakevillejournal and 

By Natalia Zukerman

Stonewood Farm in Millbrook is ex-
panding its educational and community 
food programs this summer with the 
launch of a new Chefs in Residence 
program, an eight-week immersion 
that brings culinary professionals to 
the nonprofit farm to live, cook, teach 
and work alongside farmers.

The program is led by Kristen Essig, 
Stonewood’s director of culinary out-
reach and development, an award-win-
ning chef whose background includes 
work with Emeril Lagasse and multiple 
James Beard Award nominations.

“This is an opportunity for chefs to 
step outside the traditional restaurant 
environment and engage with farming, 
food access and community outreach,” 
Essig said.

The idea grew out of Stonewood’s 
broader mission and from a model 
more commonly associated with art-

participants turn ideas into 
action. Since its launch, the 
program has graduated more 
than 40 fellows and distributed 
more than $100,000 in grants 
and stipends.

The 2026 cohort includes 
entrepreneurs, educators, art-
ists and community advocates 
whose projects address needs 
across the Berkshires.

Among them are Adrian 
Lynch of Stubborn Ibex Stu-
dios, Claudette Grant’s Reck-
less Optimism Women’s Circle, 
Erline Saintilet’s Caribbean-in-
spired food venture Carib 
In-Fusion, the Westside Cross-
walk Remix Project led by Otis 
and Tajare West in Pittsfield, 

and Tyeesha Keele Kedroe’s 
Seen & Celebrated initiative, 
which promotes meaningful 
representation of Black and 
Brown children in early child-
hood classrooms.

For Horace, one of the pro-
gram’s most important lessons 
has been recognizing the im-
pact of her own work.

“Creating a network of BI-
POC leaders and entrepreneurs 
has revealed something I didn’t 
fully see before: the real reach 
of my work and what it means 
in this community,” she said. 
“My peers look up to me, be-
lieve in me and show up for ev-
ery milestone. That recognition 
has shifted how I understand CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

CONTINUED ON PAGE B2

CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

PHOTO PROVIDED

Cohort 2026 members Abigail Horace, Adam Liccardi, Adrian Lynch, Cameo Brown, 
Chauncey Dozier, Claudette Grant, Erline Saintilet, Harmony Edwards, Kamayue 
Gomes, Mackenzie Colvin, Otis West, Shadre Domingo, TJ West and Tyeesha Keele-
Kedroe and Blackshires’ leadership team John Lewis, Patrick Danahey, Dubois 
Thomas and Julie Haagenson gather at the Blackshires City Hall Fishbowl alongside 
Mayor Peter Marchetti and city officials Michael Obasohan, Brandon Gill, Katherine 
VanBramer, Heather Brazeau, Justine Dodds and Jesse Tobin McCauley.

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

Thursday, June 18, 2026  •  The Lakeville Journal  •  LakevilleJournal.com Page B1

my own impact and leadership.”
The Accelerator culminates 

with each fellow creating an Im-
pact Charter, a blueprint for 
how their project will contrib-
ute to the community. Partici-
pants also take part in leader-
ship retreats, workshops, civic 
forums and site visits through-
out Berkshire County. The pro-
gram was recognized by 1Berk-
shire with its 2023 Breaking the 
Mold Trendsetter Award.

John Lewis, president of the 
Blackshires Accelerator and 
CEO of R3SET Enterprises, 
said the program is designed to 
remove barriers and strength-

our 
community

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN 

Izzy Fitch at Battle Hill 
Forge in Wassaic. 

By D.H.Callahan

Kent Barns was alive with 
art on Saturday, June 13, as 
three new shows opened at Peg-
gy Mercury and Kenise Barnes 
Fine Art, featuring a variety of 
fascinating paintings and draw-
ings from four local artists.

Peggy Mercury, which in 
just two years has earned a 
reputation for curating re-
markable collections of fine 
beauty products and accesso-
ries, continues to find exciting 
art to complement its offerings. 
The new show, “Portraits,” fea-
tures four pairs of paintings by 
Millerton-based artist Alexis 
England. The “portraits” she 
paints, however, feature some 
pretty unexpected sitters.

England chooses some un-
dercelebrated species, includ-
ing the tarantula, vampire bat 
and even the lobster, and gives 
them the treatment she feels 
they deserve on large canvases 
with bold, vibrant colors.

The pairings work as delight-
ful foils, as England inverts her 
color palettes within each duo. 
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Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5WHDD FM 97.5   
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling
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and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, 
Columbia County, Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and 

Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7WBSL FM 91.7   
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

The pinks of the elegant flamin-
go serve as the background for 
the imposing stoicism of its 
partner, the mandrill. In turn, 
the mandrill’s deep grays set 
a dark canvas from which the 
flamingo can pop, its feathers 

flourishing in the juxtaposition. 
The results tie the unexpected 
couplings together while allow-
ing each species to maintain its 
own visual identity.

Just steps away, the gal-
lery at Kenise Barnes Fine Art 

opened two distinct shows in 
one packed room. On one side 
hangs “Behind My Eyes” by art-
ists Gregory Hennen and Da-
vid Konigsberg, both of whom 

INSIDE
OUR TOWNS
Women were sewn into  
the fabric of colonial history
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... Izzy Fitch
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Izzy Fitch
PHOTO BY MICHELLE ALFANDARI 

Eric Mendelson, owner of Salisbury 
Garden Center, stands with a 
selection of keystone native plants 
now available through a partnership 
with Homegrown National Park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

@themillertonnews. At the end of 
the contest, names will be drawn 
at random and gift certificates to 
Battle Hill Forge will be awarded.

“It’s just for fun,” said Fitch, 
whose work often blurs the 
boundaries between art, utility 
and play. “Who couldn’t use more 
fun these days?”

Fitch moves through his 
sprawling workshop spaces like 
an enthusiastic museum guide 
leading visitors through a collec-
tion he forgot he owned. Every 
few steps, something catches his 
attention. A hand-forged daffodil. 
A dragonfly. A prototype trellis. 
A powder horn his great-grand-
father taught him to make. A 
concrete toad inherited from his 
grandmother.

“Oh, this is cool,” he says, 
veering off course.

A few minutes later:
“Oh, I forgot to show you this.”
Then:
“You want to see something 

really cool?”
The tour never quite follows 

a straight line.
Neither does Fitch.
Long before Battle Hill Forge 

became known for custom gates, 
garden structures and sculpture 
found everywhere from private 
estates to major cultural institu-
tions, Fitch was a child building 
armor for toy animals.

“I had a Black Panther that 
was this big and I armored it,” 
he says, holding his hands a few 
inches apart. “I made all my lit-
tle people and creatures, and I 
armored them all up and I made 
all the weapons for them.”

Fitch’s father was a logger. 
Tools were plentiful. Toys were 
not.

“He wouldn’t buy us toys re-
ally, so we would have to make 
our own.”

The family business, if there 
was one, was making things.

His great-grandfather was 

a master craftsman who made 
Windsor chairs in collaboration 
with his uncle, Bert Fitch. His 
father supplied the raw mate-
rials, Bert made the chairs, his 
great-grandfather carved the 
spindles. His relatives were re-
nowned woodworkers. People 
would travel from far and wide to 
have his great grandfather make 
handles for them.

“I really learned a lot from 
spending time with my grand-
parents and my great-uncles,” 
he says.

Today, that inheritance is vis-
ible everywhere inside the forge.

Giant steel pumpkins wait 
beside elegant peony supports. 
Honeycomb sculptures support 
an endearing bee also made by 
Hackett. Giant orbs loom play-
filly. Metal mushrooms, used in 
classes Fitch teaches to children, 
line the windowsills.

Many are prototypes Some 
are commissions. Some exist 
simply because Fitch thought 
they might be fun to make.

“I just think of something 

cool,” he says. And then he makes 
it.

“Most of the metalworkers 
that I work with don’t want to 
talk to people,” he says. “They’re 
like, ‘Just tell us what you want. 
Give me the plans and I’ll make 
it.’”

Fitch is different. Part crafts-
man and part translator, he en-
joys helping clients discover what 
they want before it exists.

Unless, of course, he’s dis-
tracted by a frog story.

The previous Battle Hill Forge 
location, in Millerton, included 
a small pond where Fitch often 
ate lunch.

“There was a dead mouse out 
there one time,” he recalls. “This 
frog was so clever. He would sit 
near the dead mouse and when 
flies came down, he would get a 
fly.”

He watched the frog for an 
entire lunch break.

The story arrived somewhere 
between explanations of Japa-
nese patinas and custom railings.

It also explains a lot.Fitch no-
tices everything: plants, insects, 
old tools, odd solutions, clever 
engineering tricks. His work is 
filled with observations gathered 
from gardens, forests, old Euro-
pean designs and conversations 
with other makers.

A peony support isn’t just a 
peony support. It’s an opportuni-

ty to improve something. A trellis 
isn’t just a trellis. Maybe it can 
come apart for shipping. Maybe it 
can help a plant grow differently. 
Maybe it can do something no one 
has considered before.

“I’m not really inventing any-
thing new,” he says. “I just tweak 
it a little bit.”

After its beginning in Falls 
Village, moving to Millerton and 
eventually settling in Wassaic, 
Battle Hill Forge has become 
one of the region’s success sto-
ries. The shop is booked months 
in advance. Projects range from 
garden ornaments to monumen-
tal railings weighing hundreds of 
pounds. Designers seek him out. 
Gardeners collect his work.

Yet Fitch remains most ani-
mated when discussing collab-
oration.

The intern helping in the shop 
first met him as a student in one 
of his metalworking classes. Local 
glass artists add to his sculptures. 
Garden designers have helped re-
fine his plant supports. For Burn-
ing Man this summer, he’s joining 
a team of fellow artists to build an 
installation featuring an oculus 
and a pair of metal sphinxes.

“We’ll have a little party,” he 
says.

The phrase could describe half 
the projects in the shop, especial-
ly the praying mantis. Technically, 
that sculpture belongs to Hackett. 

“He makes all this cool stuff,” 
Fitch says. “I sell them for him 
because he’s one of those artists 
who doesn’t want to deal with the 
public.”

Fitch laughs.
“Which is totally smart.”
Outside, a dog wanders 

through the yard. A timber fram-
er works next door. Metal rusts 
into beautiful shades of brown. 
New ideas wait in various stages 
of completion and there’s just a 
little magic around every corner. 

To contact Battle Hill Forge, 
visit battlehillforge.com.
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I’m not really inventing 
anything new. I just 
tweak it a little bit.

IZZY FITCH

A rare look inside Connecticut’s Colonial-era homes

Local garden 
centers 
spotlight 
keystone 
plants

ARCHITECTURE

PHOTO PROVIDED 

The Hollister House, aka Whitbeck Estate, 
is believed to have been built circa 1780. 

The Un-
ga r d e n e r 
from May 13 
was about 
a specific 
group of na-
tive plants 
called keystone plants. These are the 
ecosystem workhorses of our environ-
ment; they are essential to the survival 
of many animals that rely on them for 
food. Nutrition in this case includes, but 
goes beyond, nuts and pollen. It is the 
leaves of keystone native plants that 
make them superheroes. These leaves 
are essential to the survival of butterfly 
and moth caterpillars that, in their lar-
val state, will eat only the leaves of very 
specific native plants.

And in this case, eating leaves is a 
good thing because caterpillars are re-
lied upon by birds to feed their hatch-
lings. A single baby bird will be fed 
approximately 3,000 caterpillars from 
hatching to fledging; for most species, 
caterpillars are the sole source of food 
until they leave the nest. As native plants 
decrease, which they rapidly are, so do 
the numbers of caterpillars that rely on 
them. And as caterpillars decrease, so do 
the numbers of birds that rely on them.

Planting keystone species goes a long 
way toward restoring food webs: a ser-
viceberry, or shadblow tree, supports 
119 caterpillar species, pussy willow sup-
ports more than 400 and oak supports 
more than 500. While these particular 
plants are not hard to find in nurseries, 
other keystone plants, such as highbush 
blueberry and smooth blue aster, can be 
difficult to find at retail. Nurseries and 
garden centers tend to favor showier 
plants with greater shelf presence.

I dwell on the topic of keystone plants 
because Homegrown National Park, the 
organization co-founded by scientist and 
author Doug Tallamy, whose research 
on caterpillars led to our understanding 
of native plants’ role in food webs, and 
Sharon resident Michelle Alfandari, is 
partnering with three garden centers 
in the Northwest Corner to specifical-

By Natalia Zukerman

For anyone who has 
ever stopped to admire 
an old house and wonder 
what it looks like inside, 
HisTOURy’s Colonial 
Home Tour on June 20 
offers a rare opportunity.

The four-hour guid-
ed tour will take partic-
ipants inside four pri-
vate colonial-era homes 
in Salisbury and Falls 
Village while highlight-
ing another 20 historic 
properties along the 
route. Presented as part 
of HisTOURy’s series 
marking America’s 250th 
anniversary, the tour ex-
plores the architecture 
and history of northwest-
ern Connecticut’s colo-
nial settlement period.

Allison Casazza, His-
TOURy’s tour research 
and production manager, 
said selecting homes in-
volves a combination of 
research and experience. 

“We have really well-
trained eyes to say, ‘I 
think this would be a 
good house,’” she said. 
“And then we approach 
the homeowners and 
take it from there.”

Interior stops include 

the Samuel Robbins 
House, considered one of 
Falls Village’s finest ex-
amples of Federal-style 
architecture, and an 
18th-century home once 
occupied by the sister 
of Noah Webster. The 
homes featured on the 
tour represent several 
architectural traditions 
from the colonial era, 
including vernacular 
farmhouses, Cape Cod 
houses and Federal-style 
dwellings.

“There’s a lot of sym-
metry in colonial archi-
tecture,” Casazza said. 
“The homes are much 
simpler in terms of how 
much ornamentation you 
can expect on them.”

Many of the architec-
tural forms brought by 
settlers from England 
and Holland evolved in 
response to local condi-
tions, she explained.

“They were bring-
ing the styles that they 
knew,” Casazza said, 
“and then adapting them 
to local needs based on 
available materials and 
the harsher climate of 
the Northeast.”

Founded by preserva-
tionist Georgette Blau, 

HisTOURy focuses on 
cultural heritage tourism 
and historic preserva-
tion. The tours combine 
architectural history, 
local history and discus-
sions about preservation 
with the opportunity to 
visit buildings that are 
rarely open to the public.

“What we do would 
fall into the catego-
ry of cultural heritage 
tourism,” Casazza said. 

“We’re talking about 
these historic things with 
the purpose of promoting 
how much people under-
stand them, how much 
people appreciate them, 
and hopefully planting 
the seeds to keep them 
thinking about preserv-
ing these places.”

The homeowners 
themselves are often 
part of the experience. 
Casazza said many par-

ticipate simply because 
they enjoy sharing the 
homes they have re-
stored and maintained.

“They’re all wonder-
ful people that are just 
excited about living in a 
historic home,” she said. 
“They love it so much 
that they want to show it 
to a bunch of strangers.”

When homeowners 
are present, visitors 
hear firsthand about res-
toration projects, main-
tenance challenges and 
daily life in centuries-old 
houses.

“It means a lot to 
hear from them,” Casa-
zza said.

The Colonial Home 
Tour runs from 2 to 6 
p.m. on June 20. Infor-
mation and tickets are 
available at histoury.org
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T H E  R E  I N S T I T U T E

1395 Boston Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY 12546 
518-567-5359

Open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1pm to 4pm

www.TheReInstitute.com

AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

Noble

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

FRI 06/19  > THU 06/25 

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

TOY STORY 5
DISCLOSURE 
DAY
OBSESSION
SILENT FRIEND

Sat. June 20 @ 7PM
Meet the Director

FOUR 
RATIONAL 

PEOPLE + Q&A
Thu. June 25 @ 7PM

& Sun. June 28 @ 1PM
NT Live

LES LIAISONS 
DANGEREUSES

Noble
HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd., Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851 | noblehorizons.org

Scan QR code or visit www.noblehorizons.org/events
One-time registration required

Gentle Tai Chi
Seated or Standing

Tuesdays 1:30 - 11 :30 am
Learning Center

Balance Class
Wednesdays 1:30 - 11 :30 am

Community Room

Chair Yoga
Thursdays 1:30 - 11 :30 am

Learning Center

Free Health & Wellness
Weekly Classes
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Jocelyn Ueng is the 
first Chef in Residence 
at Stonewood Farm.
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!

Ask for a proven pro  
An ASE Certifi ed Technician

Books & Blooms returns with gardens, 
poetry and a summer evening party

COMMUNITY

PHOTO PROVIDED  

A Cornwall garden featured on the Books & Blooms self-guided tour.

 By Natalia Zukerman

One of Cornwall’s most 
anticipated summer tra-
ditions returns June 20 
and 21 when the Cornwall 
Library presents the 11th 
annual Books & Blooms, a 
two-day celebration of gar-
dens, literature and com-
munity.

Part garden tour, part 
literary event and part 
neighborhood gathering, 
Books & Blooms begins 
Friday evening with a talk 
by acclaimed editor, poet 
and author Jonathan Ga-
lassi at Cornwall Town Hall. 
Galassi, former president 
and publisher of Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux and one 
of the most influential fig-
ures in American publish-
ing, will speak on “Writing 
about Place and Living with 
a Garden.”

“Friday evening is fun 
because you start out lis-
tening to a learned and 
sometimes humorous take 
on your passion — or your 
partner’s passion — gar-
dening,” said event organiz-
er Kirk Van Tassel. “Then 
you proceed to the cock-
tail party on a beautiful 
evening, talking to friends 
old and new, including the 
speaker.”

Galassi is the author 
of four poetry collections, 
including his latest, “The 
Vineyard,” and has trans-
lated the works of Italian 
literary giants Giacomo 
Leopardi, Primo Levi and 
Nobel Prize winner Eugen-
io Montale. His poems have 
appeared in publications 
including The New Yorker, 
The Nation and The Three-
penny Review.

Following the presen-
tation, guests can walk 
next door to the Cornwall 
Library for a cocktail recep-
tion featuring live music by 
the Crownback Funk Trio, 
whose performances blend 
funk, blues and jazz.

The festivities continue 
Saturday with self-guided 
tours of four private Corn-
wall gardens, three of them 
appearing on the tour for 
the first time.

The featured landscapes 
range from exuberant vil-
lage plantings and a tra-
ditional country garden 
that blends seamlessly 
into its surroundings to a 
landscape designed for a 

postmodernist icon and a 
contemporary ravine gar-
den marked by dramatic 
sculptural elements.

“Every year the commit-
tee strives to find gardens 
that haven’t been on the 
tour before,” Van Tassel 
said. “This year three of the 
four are new, so you get that 
sense of discovery.”

Part of the appeal, he 
said, is simply spending 
a summer day exploring 
Cornwall itself.

“Cornwall is a beautiful 
place in which to walk and 
drive around,” Van Tassel 
said. “You’ve got farmland, 
rolling hills and quiet coun-
try roads.”

The gardens also offer 
visitors a chance to learn 
from passionate gardeners 
and see a wide variety of 
approaches to landscape 
design.

“The four gardens on the 
tour are tended by people 
who love gardening and 
know a lot about it,” Van 
Tassel said. “The gardens 
are beautifully kept and the 
grounds are often wonder-
ful.”

Books & Blooms serves 
as a benefit for the Cornwall 
Library, which has hosted the 
event for more than a decade. 
For tickets and information, 
visit the cornwalllibrary.org 
or call (860)672-6874

... Kent exhibitions
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Millerton-based artist Alexis England 
with her flamingo and mandrill portraits 
at Peggy Mercury in Kent.

have been represented by 
Kenise Barnes Fine Art for 
more than 20 years.

Konigsberg takes 
everyday items and ab-
stracts them to a point 
of detached familiarity, 
giving light as much im-
portance as the objects 
themselves. Hanging near-
by is a series of landscapes 
painted in oils that seem 
as texturally considered as 
they are compositionally. 
“Each piece,” Hennen said, 
“is about a landscape, not 
of a landscape, as it does 
not necessarily depict 
an exact site or location. 
Finished paintings are of-
ten composites of several 
images that have evolved 
from a realistic portrayal 
to a more simplistic inter-
pretation.”

The other side of the 
room features drawings 
by Margot Glass. Like En-
gland, Glass celebrates 
the undercelebrated. Her 
work frequently depicts 
weeds and other “unde-
sirable” species of flora 
in elevated media such as 

silverpoint and 14-karat 
goldpoint.

With this collection, 
titled “On This Fresh 
Morning,” the artist takes 
a more naturalistic ap-
proach, using black wal-
nut ink that she makes 
herself from walnuts she 
collects on hikes and walks 
in western and central 
Massachusetts. The ink 
is a remarkably rich hue 
of brown, which Glass lay-
ers to create floral scenes 
filled with intricate natural 
details. While she includes 
more traditional beauties, 
such as blooming anemo-
nes and daisies, she also 
features underappreciated 
misfits including dandeli-
ons and garlic mustard.

Kent’s artistic footprint 
continues to expand, with 
at least five dedicated art 
galleries and boutiques 
contributing exception-
al shows for art lovers 
throughout the Northwest 
Corner.

For a directory and gal-
lery hours, visit kentbarnsct.
com 

ists and writers than chefs.
“There are artist resi-

dencies everywhere,” Essig 
said. “But there are very 
few opportunities for chefs 
to have that same kind of 
dedicated time and space 
to think about their work 
outside the pressures of a 
restaurant.”

Founded by Ken Holz-
berg and Tom Kopfenstein-
er, Stonewood Farm began 
as a wooded 15-acre proper-
ty that the pair spent years 
building before launching 
agricultural operations in 
2013. The farm became a 
nonprofit in 2021 and now 
combines organic farming, 
educational programming 
and food justice initiatives.

Among those efforts 
is the First Harvest Food 
Pantry, which distributed 
fresh produce and pre-
pared foods to approxi-
mately 2,800 food-insecure 
neighbors during the 2025 
growing season through 
partnerships with local or-
ganizations including Meals 
on Wheels.

The inaugural residency 
cohort includes two chefs 
with extensive national and 
international experience.

Jocelyn Ueng, a Tai-
wanese-Chinese American 
chef, forager and former 
nonprofit professional, ar-
rives this week for the first 
session, which runs through 
Aug. 7. Ueng has cooked at 
renowned restaurants in-
cluding Noma, The French 
Laundry and Satoyama Jujo, 
and is currently developing 
a Hudson Valley restaurant 
slated to open in 2027.

The second residency 
session, Aug. 17 through Oct. 
9, will feature Chatham na-

tive Daniel Conkling, a Cu-
linary Institute of America 
graduate whose career has 
included Restaurant Daniel 
in New York City, Batters-
by in Brooklyn and Seattle’s 
L’Oursin. Conkling plans to 
lead workshops focused on 
food preservation, including 
pickling, canning and jam 
making.

In addition to cook-
ing, the resident chefs will 
mentor Stonewood’s culi-
nary assistant, Gabriella 
Hernandez, participate in 
youth education programs, 
contribute to prepared-food 
outreach efforts and work 
directly with the farm’s or-
ganic growing operation.

Essig said that connec-
tion to the land is central to 
the residency’s purpose.

“The farm creates a dif-
ferent pace,” she said. “Chefs 
spend so much time in kitch-
ens that they don’t always 
get to see the larger picture. 
Here they can spend time 
in the garden, work along-
side farmers, participate in 
community programs and 
really think about what food 
can do.”

The residency is one of 
several new and ongoing 
programs at Stonewood 
this season.

On July 11, the farm will 
host a flower-arranging 
workshop with Kate Farrar 
of Foxtrot Farm & Flow-
ers. Additional workshops 
planned for later in the year 
include edible flower cake 
decorating and botanical 
pantry-making.

Stonewood’s guest chef 
Sunday Harvest Dinner 
series continues June 28 
with chef Jovana Urriola, 
followed by dinners fea-

turing Andrea Reusing on 
July 26, Jill Mathias and 
Juan Cassalett on Aug. 23, 
and Christine Lau on Sept. 
20. The dinners showcase 
produce grown on the farm 
alongside ingredients from 
regional producers.

Visitors can also attend 
Stonewood’s seasonal on 
farm pop-up farm markets 
every other Friday, which 
offer freshly harvested veg-
etables, flowers, eggs, baked 
goods and prepared foods.

For Essig, the residency 
program reflects Stone-
wood’s larger mission.

“Chefs have an important 
role to play in local food sys-
tems,” she said. “We want 
to create opportunities for 
them to connect more deep-
ly with agriculture, educa-
tion and community service 
while continuing to develop 
their craft.”

For information about 
upcoming events and pro-
grams, visit stonewoodny.org 
and follow @stonewoodny on 
Instagram.

... Blackshires
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en connections among 
emerging leaders.

“By removing barriers 
to success and encourag-
ing a cooperative frame-
work, the next generation 
of community leaders will 
be more connected and 
skilled in the ongoing de-
velopment and revitaliza-
tion of our community and 
its families,” Lewis said.

Horace said the experi-
ence has reinforced a sim-
ple but powerful lesson.

“Being a leader and 
entrepreneur can be iso-
lating, but this group has 
shown me that I am not 
alone.”

The graduation cer-
emony will take place 
at Ventfort Hall, whose 

history includes its 
mid-20th-century role as 
Festival House, a guest-
house and cultural center 
that welcomed Black and 
Jewish visitors at a time 
when many area resorts 
maintained discriminato-
ry restrictions. On June-
teenth, the mansion will 
provide a fitting backdrop 
for a celebration focused 
on leadership, communi-
ty and the future of the 
Berkshires.

The Blackshires Lead-
ership Accelerator Cohort 
4 Graduation will be held 
Thursday, June 19, at Vent-
fort Hall Mansion and Gild-
ed Age Museum in Lenox. 
Admission is free and open 
to the public.



	 JUNE 18
Understanding AI and 

How to Use It with Stevo 
Ledbetter & Kat Zdan
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
5:30 to 7 p.m. Join Kat Zdan 
and Stevo Ledbetter to learn 
how AI systems are built 
and how to understand and 
engage with artificial intelli-
gence. The program will also 
cover practical tips for safe, 
responsible and effective use, 
with time for audience ques-
tions. Registration requested 
at scovillelibrary.org.

Fragments
Saint James Place, 352 Main 
St., Great Barrington, Mass.
June 18 through July 5

Written and performed by 
Jim Petosa and directed 
by Judy Braha, Fragments 
explores one couple’s trans-
formative journey through 
the AIDS pandemic. Set be-
tween 1985 and 1990, the play 
serves as a personal memoir 
and reflection on a pivotal 
moment in LGBTQ history. 
All performances are followed 
by conversations with Petosa, 
with select dates featuring 
guest speakers. For tickets 
and schedule information, 
visit greatbarringtonpublic 
theater.org

	 JUNE 19
Books & Blooms

Cornwall Town Hall & 
Cornwall Library, Cornwall, 
Conn.
June 19 to 21

The two-day garden-related 
event and benefit for the Corn-
wall Library is in its 11th year,. 
The weekend begins Friday at 
5 p.m. at Cornwall Town Hall 
with “Writing about Place 
and Living with a Garden,” a 
presentation by Jonathan Ga-
lassi, renowned editor, author 
and poet. The evening contin-
ues with a cocktail reception 
at the adjacent Cornwall Li-
brary, featuring live music by 
the Crownback Funk Trio, 
whose blend of funk, blues 
and jazz creates spontaneous, 
dynamic soundscapes. On 
Saturday, June 20 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., the event con-
tinues with self-guided tours 
of four Cornwall gardens, 
both traditional and contem-
porary, three of them new to 
the tour. Purchase tickets at 
cornwalllibrary.org/books-
blooms-2026/

	 JUNE 20
Below the Surface

Lisa Vollmer Photography, 
325 Stockbridge Road, Great 
Barrington, Mass.
Lisa Vollmer Photography 
presents Below the Surface, 
an exhibition of photography 
by Lisa Vollmer and Sabine 
von Falken inspired by the 
landscapes, architecture, 
and sacred waters of Mexi-
co’s Yucatán Peninsula. The 
show explores themes of his-
tory, memory, identity, and the 
connections between visible 
and hidden worlds through 
images of Maya monuments, 
cenotes, and cultural symbols. 
An opening reception will be 
held June 20 from 3 to 6 p.m. 
The exhibition remains on 
view through Sept. 7. lisavol-
lmer.com

Volunteer Day at Ayni Herb 
Farm
Ayni Herb Farm, 1989 County 
Route 11, Hillsdale, N.Y.
Join for a day of communing 
with plants, tending to the 

land, and connecting with 
community. The intention 
for these days is to practice 
ayni, or reciprocity, with the 
land. These days are meant 
be nourishing and filled with 
gratifying labor. See a detailed 
breakdown of the schedule 
and sign up at ayniherbfarm.
com/gatherings

Legacy of a Wealthy Slave
Center on Main, 103 Main St., 
Falls Village, Conn.
The David M. Hunt Library 
welcomes Connecticut story-
teller Denise Manning Keyes 
Page to Center on Main on 
June 20 at 2 p.m. for a pre-
sentation of two parts of her 
trilogy, “Legacy of a Wealthy 
Slave.” Page recounts her 
mother’s orphaned child-
hood and her own discovery 
of her family history, tracing 
the remarkable life of her 
great-great-grandfather, Al-
fred C. Manning, a formerly 
enslaved man who purchased 
his freedom, moved to New 
Haven, patented an inven-
tion, acquired property, and 
sent two sons to Yale Univer-
sity, where they graduated in 
1880 and 1881. Page will share 
more of Manning’s journey 
from enslavement to autono-
my during the performance. 
huntlibrary.org.

“Four Rational People” 
Screening & Q&A
The Moviehouse, 48 Main St., 
Millerton, N.Y.
Director Tristan Cook and 
founding member of the Em-
erson String Quartet Eugene 
Drucker will participate in 
a discussion and Q&A fol-
lowing a screening of “Four 
Rational People,” a documen-
tary chronicling the Emerson 
String Quartet’s final season 
after 50 years of performanc-
es and nine Grammy Awards. 
The film explores friendship, 
aging and the group’s endur-
ing musical legacy. 7 p.m. For 
tickets and information, visit 
bit.ly/TMH-four-rational-peo-
ple.

A Day of Dance with 
Pilobolus at Innisfree
Innisfree Garden, 362 Tyrrel 
Road, Millbrook, N.Y.
10:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

Pilobolus and Innisfree Gar-
den will present a daylong 
series of outdoor movement 
workshops for families, chil-
dren, adults and older adults. 
Workshops include “Creative 
Movement for Families” at 
10:30 a.m., “Family Alphabet 
Workshop” at 12:30 p.m., and 
“Connecting with Balance” 
for older adults at 2:30 p.m. 
Participants may register for 
one, two or all three sessions. 
Space is limited and advance 
registration is recommended 
at innisfreegarden.org/events.

Chore Service Garden Party
Skiff Mountain Farm, 3 West 
Woods Road, Kent, Conn.
Celebrating 34 years of ser-
vice. 5 to 7 p.m. choreservice.
org

	 JUNE 21
Annual Summer Solstice 

Feast at Foxtrot Farm & 
Flowers
Foxtrot Farm, 6862 Route 82, 
Stanfordville, N.Y.
Celebrate summer’s bounty 
with a feast in the flower fields 
at Foxtrot catered by West-
erly Canteen. Start the night 
with drinks in the garden, 
then transition to the fields 
for a long-table feast, where 
Kate Farrar will create a table 
of early summer blossoms. 6 
p.m. Reservations required at 
bit.ly/3RCFWYc

tions in a casual, interactive 
setting. Tickets are $8 in ad-
vance. americanmuralproject.
org

	 JUNE 27
“Constance Old: Notes from 

My Kitchen, 2007–2026”
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org
June 27 through Aug. 22

The Cornwall Library pres-
ents an installation of collag-
es by Constance Old, created 
from self-adhesive stickers 
and upcycled materials, ex-
ploring themes of consumer 
excess, material reuse and 
contemporary life. An artist’s 
reception will be held June 
27, 5–7 p.m. (in-person only). 
Registration is requested at 
860-672-6874 or CornwallLi-
brary.org. The exhibit remains 
on view through Aug. 22.
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Tri-Corner Calendar

The Sharon Playhouse opens its 2026 
MainStage season June 19, with “Swingtime 
Canteen,” a rousing celebration of the songs, 
spirit and resilience of WWII. Created by 
Linda Thorsen Bond, William Repicci and 
Charles Busch, the production features popular 
hit songs from the 1940’s and is directed by 
Playhouse Artistic Director Carl Andress, 
with choreography by Krystyna Resavy and 
music direction by Eric Thomas Johnson. Runs 
through July 5. Tickets at sharonplayhouse.org

Items appear as space permits.  
Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com.

PHOTO BY ELLIE MCKISSICK

	 JUNE 23
Dine Out for a Cause

DaCapo of Litchfield, 625 
Torrington Road, Litchfield, 
Conn.
Dine out at DaCapo of Litch-
field from 5 to 9 p.m. and a 
percentage of the proceeds 
will support Housatonic Val-
ley Association that works to 
protect the lands and waters 
of the Housatonic River Valley.

	 JUNE 24
Art Camp for Seniors

Mad Rose Gallery, 3 Main St., 
Millerton, N.Y.
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mad Rose Gal-
lery’s Art Camp for Seniors is 
a social program designed to 
uplift and inspire older adults 
through movement, creativity 
and connection. Classes are 
held Wednesdays and Thurs-
days beginning June 24. The 
five-week session (10 classes) 
includes all art supplies, in-
struction and lunch. A one-
day-per-week option is also 
available. For information or 
to register, email info@mad-
rosegallery.com.

	 JUNE 25
Dine Out for a Cause

The White Hart, 15 Under 
Mountain Road, Salisbury, 
Conn.
Dine out at The White Hart 
and a percentage of the pro-
ceeds will support Housatonic 
Valley Association that works 
to protect the lands and wa-
ters of the Housatonic River 
Valley.

BUGS!
Foxtrot Farm, 6862 Route 82, 
Stanfordville, N.Y.
June 25 to 29

Foxtrot Farm & Flowers pres-
ents “BUGS!,” a group exhi-
bition curated in partnership 
with artist and curator Char-
lotte Woolf exploring insects, 
ecology and interdependence. 
Featuring more than 40 art-
ists from across the U.S. and 
Canada, the exhibition high-
lights the vital role bugs play 
in sustaining ecosystems, 
with a focus on queer ecolo-
gy and environmental connec-
tion. Programming includes 
farm activities with Dutchess 
County Combworks, tattoo 
pop-ups, workshops, readings 
and an opening celebration 
with food from Chaseholm 
Farm, Thistlepass Farm and 
Fair Play Hospitality. The 
opening celebration takes 
place Friday, June 26, from 6 
to 10 p.m.

	 JUNE 26
Connecticut Tunes and 

Tales of the Revolution
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Musician and storyteller Kent 
Besocke presents “Connecti-
cut Tunes and Tales of the 
Revolution” at 6 p.m. on the 
library lawn. Featuring songs 
and stories accompanied by 
guitar, banjo and mandolin, 
the program explores Con-
necticut’s role in the Ameri-
can Revolution. Bring chairs, 
blankets, food and beverages. 
Free.

Happy Hour Piano Series: 
Broadway Singalong with 
T.J. Thompson
American Mural Project, 90 
Whiting St., Winsted, Conn.
From 5 to 7 p.m., AMP’s 
monthly happy hour series 
features an audience-partic-
ipation Broadway singalong 
with pianist T.J. Thompson, 
blending live music and liba-
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Similar
 4. Have an ambitious plan 

or a lo� y goal
 10. No (Scottish)
 11. __ Aires, city
 12. Morning
 14. Senior’s son (abbr.)
 15. A notable achievement
 16. European nation
 18. Endings
 22. Puts into place
 23. Former
 24. Grenadier
 26. Sea patrol
 27. Algerian port
 28. Norwegian river
 30. Precipitation
 31. Sunscreen rating
 34. New York is one
 36. Patti Hearst’s captors
 37. So�  mineral with 

greasy feel
 39. Retired Brazilian 

footballer
 40. An Indian nursemaid 
 41. Atomic #24
 42. Immobile
 48. Insignia of royalty
 50. Seeds from which 

chocolate is made
 51. Begin again
 52. Round root
 53. Beginning to end (alt. 

sp.)
 54. What newlyweds just 

said
 55. Empire State
 56. Give back
 58. College hoops 

tournament
 59. Unstable situations
 60. Young women’s 

association

CLUES DOWN
 1. Administer a drug
 2. Holy places
 3. Contrary opinions
 4. Blood type
 5. Gags
 6. Micturating
 7. Silly
 8. A type of “cu� ”
 9. Spanish be
 12. Austrian river
 13. Messenger ribonucleic 

acid

 17. Consume food
 19. California supermarket
 20. Electronic 

communication
 21. Cassia tree
 25. Written works
 29. Cool!
 31. Noteworthy 90s lawyer 

Kenneth
 32. One who was 

compensated
 33. National symbols
 35. Raising
 38. A type of talk
 41. Cloud
 43. Middle Eastern peoples
 44. Pouches
 45. 007’s creator
 46. A cut of meat

June 11 Solution

June 11 Solution

Sudoku

 47. Sports entertainment 
award

 49. Christine __, actress
 56. Relief organization 

(abbr.)
 57. Canadian province 

(abbr.)

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Swingtime Canteen cast in rehearsal. 
Left to right, Lucy Rhoades (“Katie”), 
Claire Marie Spencer (“Topeka”), Michelle 
Lemon (“Lilly”), Margaret Dudasik 
(“Marian”), and Sarah Beth Palmer (“Jo”)

ly promote Tallamy-des-
ignated keystone plants. 
There it is — a solution, 
and a local one at that!

Ward’s Garden Cen-
ter in Great Barrington, 
Salisbury Garden Center 
and Paley’s in Amenia are 
now carrying ample inven-
tory of beautiful keystone 
trees, shrubs and flow-
ering plants in addition 
to the native plants they 
regularly stock.

“Every year we have 
seen an increase in cus-
tomers asking for and 
buying native plants, so 
this partnership with 
Homegrown National Park 
is a great extension of the 
demand we are already 
seeing,” said Eva Ward of 
Ward’s Garden Center.

When you arrive at one 
of these garden centers 
— and I hope you will go 
this week — look for the 
“Homegrown National 
Park Native Plant Center” 
banner. Individual plant 
signs help inform custom-
ers about each keystone 
plant: what it looks like 
in bloom, its best growing 
conditions and why it is 
critical to butterflies, birds 
and other wildlife, includ-
ing humans.

At Paley’s, owner Sarah 
Coon finds the signage a 
big step forward.

“Our customers and 
staff can now easily iden-
tify the native plants that 
will thrive in their gar-
dens,” she said.

QR codes can be 
scanned for more infor-
mation about each plant 
and to get on the HNP 
Biodiversity Map, which 
documents the number 
of people and acres being 
transformed through na-
tive plantings. The map 
currently records nearly 
50,000 people committing 
more than 170,000 acres to 
native planting.

For Homegrown Na-
tional Park, this program 
is a pilot it would like to 
expand nationally.

“A core objective of 
HNP is to make it easier 
for people to get start-
ed and making it easy to 
shop for productive native 
trees, shrubs and peren-
nials does just that,” said 
Alfandari. “The leaders of 
these garden centers are 
visionary catalysts for 
positive change. They are 
passionate about making 
a difference and spread-
ing the facts about native 
plants to their customers.”

For more information, 
visit homegrownnational-
park.org

Dee Salomon ungardens 
in Litchfield County.

... Ungardener
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3



By Ruth Epstein

NORTH CANAAN – 
Residents reflected on the 
past, present and future of 
North Canaan during the 
raising of a liberty pole Sat-
urday, June 13, recreating 
an act of resistance against 
British rule that first took 
place more than 250 years 
ago. 

The reenactment 
marked the first time the 
flag had flown in centu-
ries. The event was held in 
honor of the nation’s 250th 
anniversary. 

The patriotic celebra-
tion extended beyond the 
ceremony with a commu-
nity picnic called “Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit 
of Appleness” at Bunny 
McGuire Park. American 
favorites like hot dogs and 
apple pie were served. 

Kathy Keane, the chair 
of the town’s 250th Anni-
versary Committee, ad-
dressed a crowd that gath-
ered on the grassy corner 
of Routes 44 and 7, near 
where the original flag rais-
ing took place in 1774. 

“What will it be like 250 
years from now?” Keane 
asked, reflecting on future 
generations. “Our greatest 

resources are our kids. We 
need to celebrate our past 
and our future.”

First Selectman Jesse 
Bunce welcomed attend-
ees. He had cut down the 
tree, which was donated by 
a descendant of one of the 
town’s first settlers, Isaac 
Lawrence, and formed it 
into the pole, placing it 10 
feet into the ground to en-
sure its stability.

Historian Tim Abbott 
gave a synopsis of the pole’s 
history. In June 1774, the 
Port of Boston was closed 
by the British in retaliation 
for the Boston Tea Party. 
The closure was part of the 
Intolerable Acts imposed 
upon the colonists, which 
included restrictions on 
property rights and the 
honoring of bills of credit.

“Connecticut folks be-
gan saying that if it can 
happen in Boston, it can 
happen here,” Abbott said. 
“In August 1774, Canaan 
decided to show its dis-
sent.” 

He said details of the 
Canaan liberty pole were 
gleaned from the Con-
necticut Courant. It was 
described as being 78-feet 
tall and 15-feet wide, di-
mensions replicated in the 

current pole. It was scarlet 
in color, with the words 
“LIBERTY and PROPER-
TY” printed in large capi-
tal letters.

Abbott said many colo-
nists believed their ability 
to govern their own affairs 
was being undermined by 
British authorities. The lib-
erty pole served as a way 
of signaling that local res-
idents felt neglected and 

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN

Reenactors raise a massive flag on the liberty pole Saturday, June 13, commemorating the patriotic demon-
stration that took place in Canaan before the Revolutionary War.

Flag flies over towering liberty pole in North  Canaan 

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN

Young "militia men" line up at Saturday's flag raising on the liberty pole in 
North Canaan. 
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Izzy Fitch of Battle Hill Forge has strapped a giant mantis,
 built by artist Jim Hackett, to the roof of his car.

When you spot it, take a photo, post it on social media and tag 
@battlehillforge, @lakevillejournal and @themillertonnews.

On July 20, names will be drawn at random 
and gift certi� cates to Battle Hill Forge will be awarded.

www.battlehillforge.comwww.lakevillejournal.com www.millertonnews.com

A GIANT METAL MANTIS 
IS NOW PART OF A SUMMER CONTEST! 

opposed policies being 
imposed from afar. 

“We know it was put up 
around this spot,” Abbott 
said. “It’s also known that 
after the flag was raised, 
those involved went to a 
local tavern to toast their 
deed and then they went 
peaceably home.”

Abbott also described 
the involvement of sev-
eral Canaan residents in 

storming the court house 
in Great Barrington in Au-
gust 1774. The court was 
overseen by British-ap-
pointed Judge David Inger-
soll, who was dragged to 
the Canaan pole, forced to 
recant his support for the 
King and later imprisoned 
in Hartford. The courts in 
Great Barrington remained 
closed for six years.

North Canaan res-

ident Christian Allyn 
spoke about the Canaan 
Exchange Club, which is 
celebrating its 100th year, 
and was one of the spon-
sors of the liberty pole in-
stallation. The club’s motto 
is “Unity and service for 
patriotism.”

Other sponsors were 
the Canaan History Cen-
ter, the 250th Anniversary 
Committee and the town. 

Colonial voices come to life  
in local cemeteries

By Ruth Epstein and 
Patrick L. Sullivan

NORTH CANAAN – 
Voices from Revolution-
ary War times welcomed 
guests to Cemeteries in 
Falls Village and North 
Canaan Sunday, June 
14, as part of the towns’ 
continuing 250th anni-
versary celebration of the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

At Grassy Hill Cem-
etery in Falls Village, 
members of the Falls 
Village-Canaan Histor-
ical Society dressed in 
period costumes, gave 
biographical informa-
tion about residents 
who served in the armed 
forces and on the home 
front.

Throughout the pre-
sentations, the guides 
reminded visitors that at 
the time of the Revolu-
tion, the current towns of 
North Canaan and Falls 
Village were one town, 
called Canaan.

Johanna Mann spoke 
about Thomas Judd 
(1754-1846). Born in 
Danbury, Judd enlisted 
in 1775 and served in 
New York City, Fort Ti-
conderoga and Canada. 
He also participated in 
the 40-day siege and cap-
ture of Fort Saint Jean in 
Quebec in 1775.

Judd returned to 
Danbury and civilian 
life, only to rejoin to the 
army in April 1777 after 
the British burned the 
town.

He settled in Canaan 
in 1802.

Judy Jacobs, dressed as 
Betsy Ross, told the sto-
ry of Major John Webb 
(1756-1829). A member 
of Gen. Horatio Gates’ 
staff, Webb was present 
for two major events: 
the difficult winter of 
1777-78 in Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania, when 

Gen. George Washington’s 
troops were struggling 
with food shortages and 
freezing temperatures, 
and at West Point in 1780 
when British spymaster 
John Andre was captured 
trying to get back to the 
British lines after a meet-
ing with American tractor 
Benedict Arnold.

Webb moved to Ca-
naan in 1794.

Bill Beebe had several 
ancestors buried at Grassy 
Hill. “There are 45 Beebes 
buried here, and I’ll be the 
46th.” 

Beebe spoke in front 
of the headstones of Lt. 
Asahel Beebe (1731-
1806), Capt. Daniel Bee-
be (1744-1821) and Isaac 
Beebe (1972-1833).

He noted that Asahel 
Beebe had 24 children, 
many with similar names. 

At Mountain View 
Cemetery in North Ca-
naan, Bunny McGuire 
took on the role of Ab-
igail Burrall Lawrence, 
the widow of Nehemiah 
Lawrence, a member of 
the Lawrence family that 
settled in Canaan. In 1778, 
the Connecticut General 
Assembly appointed him 
captain of the

North Company of the 
Canaan Alarm Company, 

which was not a regular 
military unit. Its mem-
bers were charged with 
responding immediately 
when danger threatened. 

“If an alarm was 
raised, they were to leave 
their homes, farms and 
businesses and march at 
once,” said Lawrence’s 
widow.

Pat Graf, speaking as 
Mary Rood, wife of Mar-
iner Rood, Jr., described 
a town meeting held on 
Christmas Day 1780, 
when the citizens of Ca-
naan elected Mariner to 
“class” the town.

That role carried great 
responsibility, she ex-
plained. “The town had to 
be assessed and organized 
so that men, provisions 
and resources could be 
fairly apportioned for the 
war effort.

Canaan may have 
been a rural community, 
but it was not insignifi-
cant in the war efforts. 
Farms supplied food to 
the Continental Army, 
iron furnaces produced 
materials essential to the 
war, and from the begin-
ning of the revolution, 
the people of Canaan had 
shown strong support for 
the cause of American in-
dependence.

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN

Bunny McGuire takes on the role of Abigail Burrall 
Lawrence at Mountain View Cemetery in North 
Canaan on June 14.



By Alec Linden

NORTH CANAAN – As 
consumers in the Northwest 
Corner often piece together 
groceries from a mix of gro-
cery stores, farm stands and 
seasonal markets, a North 
Canaan mother is trying to 
make shopping a little easier. 
Sonya Reeve, a mother with 
a background in technology 
and sales, said she hopes to 
ease the interface between 
local farmers and buyers. 

“If you do a two mile loop, 
you're going to have proba-
bly 60% to 70% of your gro-
cery order filled right from 
your neighbors,” Reeve said. 
“That's kind of cool.”

When she noticed the gap 
between local consumers and 
producers, Reeve took mat-
ters into her own hands by 
launching NOCA Exchange, 
an online platform connect-
ing farm producers and clean 
eaters across the region.

Just weeks old, the plat-
form is still in its experi-
mental phase, she said, but 
she’s looking forward to its 
future as more consumers 
and farmers join. 

The website currently fea-
tures a map and directory 
of farm stands and farmers 
markets across the region. 
Through an accompanying 
Facebook group, Reeve, lo-
cal farmers and communi-
ty members share updates 
about what products are in 
season and available for pur-
chase.

As of June 12, Reeve said 
NOCA Exchange, named af-
ter her home town of North 

Canaan, had about 17 farms 
on board, ranging from flow-
ers to beef and beyond, plus 
a Facebook audience of more 
than 70.

 The end goal, she said, is 
hopefully “a little resource for 
somebody who might want 
to go for a cruise on a Sun-
day afternoon and hit a back 
road” in search of wholesome 
goods. “Because who knew 
that there are turkey and 
quail eggs for sale in East 
Canaan, just off of 44!” she 
exclaimed.

 Ultimately, Reeve hopes 
the Facebook group will pro-
mote connections between 
farmers and buyers, but she’s 
letting the community steer. 

“We’ll see where it goes!” 

she said.
 Reeve recalled that the 

idea had an unlikely genesis: 
a conversation at a CrossFit 
Gym. 

“It took months before 
I realized that a member of 
the gym’s wife owned Beaver-
tides Farm in Falls Village, 
and they did beef and lamb 
and beeswax,” she said. “It 
just spurred some curiosity.”

 After learning another 
acquaintance happened to 
own Howling Flats Farm in 
North Canaan, Reeve said 
she realized that there was 
a gap between the wealth of 
farm-produced foods and 
buyers in the region.

 “Maybe some people 
know,” she said, “but I think 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Ford Farm on Route 44 in East Canaan offers a variety of highway-side farm products.

North Canaan resident launches online 
hub linking shoppers with local farms

a lot of other people don't, so 
this is just bringing aware-
ness to that.”

 Reeve said the core of her 
interest comes down to her 
own family’s values of “mak-
ing smarter choices, trying to 
support the community, and 
prioritizing grassroots move-
ments wherever we can,” and 
that she believes others in the 
region feel the same.

 Part of the appeal of buy-
ing local is seeing where your 
food comes from, an increas-
ing rarity in a world domi-
nated by global food markets. 

“I can go to the stand and 
largely see the field where the 
item was grown,” she said, 
“and there's just something 
kind of magical about that.”
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LEGAL NOTICES

TAX COLLECTOR
TOWN OF

SALISBURY CT
LEGAL NOTICE

The taxpayers of the Town
of Salisbury are hereby
notified that I have re-
ceived the Warrant and
the Rate Bill to collect
taxes on the Grand List of
October 1, 2025 with a
levy of 9.80 Mills. Said
taxes become due on July
1, 2026. If said Real Estate
and Personal Property tax
is over $100.00, it is
payable in four install-
ments due: July 1, 2026,
October 1, 2026, January
1, 2027, April 1, 2027.

9am-4pm, Monday-Friday
and a 24 hour drop box on
the Factory Street back
side of the Town Hall.
Please check salisburyct.us
for additional credit card
payment information.
FAILURE TO RECEIVE A
BILL DOES NOT INVA-
LIDATE THE TAX OR
THE INTEREST. Please
contact the Tax Collector's
Office 860 435-5189 or
t a x c o l l e c t o r
@salisburyct.us if you do
not receive a bill or have
questions. Dated this 3th
day of June 2026.
JoAnne D. Dodge, CCMC

Tax Collector
Salisbury, CT 06068

06-18-26
07-02-26
07-23-26

Motor Vehicle tax shall be
paid in one installment
due: July 1, 2026. Pay-
ments must be received or
postmarked by August 3,
2026. If said Real Estate,
Personal Property and
Motor Vehicle taxes are
not paid on or before
August 3, 2026 interest at
the rate of 1.5% (18%
annually) will apply. The
minimum interest charge
is $2.00. Taxes can be paid
by mail addressed to: Tax
Collector, PO Box 338,
Salisbury CT 06068.
WPCA Sewer use fees for
the year July 1, 2026 are
also due and payable by
August 3, 2026. Tax office
hours are Monday and
Wednesday 9am-4pm and
Friday 9am—3pm. There is
a drop box in the vestibule
of the Town Hall open

Inland Wetlands and
Watercourses
Commission

Sally Spillane,
Secretary
06-18-26

mertown Road, Salisbury,
CT 06068. Deemed Ex-
empt — Application
IWWC-26-28 by The Lig-
nin Group, LLC (Blake
Morrison) to install two
Docks, in two pre existing
locations - each less than
50' off the shoreline. The
property is shown on
Salisbury Assessor's map
66 as lot 40 and is known
as 27 West Shore Place,
Salisbury, CT 06068. The
owner of the property is
SKATTUM JULIE G
TRUSTEE JULIE G
SKATTUM TRUST.
Any aggrieved person may
appeal this decision to the
Connecticut Superior
Court in accordance with
the provisions of Connect-
icut General Statutes §
22a-43(a) & §8-8.

Town of Salisbury

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury
Inland Wetlands &

Watercourses
Commission

Notice is hereby given that
the following actions were
taken by the Inland Wet-
lands & Watercourses
Commission of the Town
of Salisbury, Connecticut
on June 8, 2026:
Approved — Application
IWWC-26-25 by owner
Raccard Properties LLC
for stormwater improve-
ments including replace-
ment of three culverts,
construction of a land-
scaping feature, and elec-
trical utility work. The
properties are shown on
Salisbury Assessor's map
23 as lots 52 and 36 and
are known as 70 Beaver
Dam Road and 47 Ham-

LEGALS LEGALSLEGALSLEGALS LEGALS

Women were sewn  
into the fabric  
of colonial history 

By Ruth Epstein

SHARON – Though his-
tory books and official re-
cords often focus on stories 
of Colonial men, historian, 
speaker and sampler collec-
tor Alexandra Lally Peters 
argued that women played a 
major role in shaping early 
America – and while they 
may not always appear on 
paper, they show up in nee-
dlepoint. 

In a lecture sponsored by 
the Sharon Historical Soci-
ety Sunday, June 14, Peters 
proclaimed, “Absence from 
the records is not an absence 
from history.” Women’s con-
tributions weren’t always 
documented or celebrated, 
she posited, because history 
tends to exclude home and 
domestic life.

“The most important 
structure in colonial life 
was family and I focus on 
appreciating the value of 
what women did,” she said. 

Peters was emphatic that 
she wasn’t disparaging men, 
but that society doesn’t un-
derstand how to publicly 
value domesticity.

Samplers, or textiles fea-
turing often intricate nee-
dlework, provide evidence 
of competence, vision and 
pride, she said. Tens of thou-
sands of samplers have sur-
vived from that time period. 

She provided the audi-
ence a glimpse of several of 
the samplers in her personal 
collection, which numbers 
more than 200. They can 
be large or small, generally 
designed from linen or silk 
– occasionally wool – and 
made to be displayed. They 
were most often created at 
school and then brought 
home.

“Textiles are critical to 
human life,” Peters said. 
“And they are almost always 
made by women.” 

The first sampler she 
ever saw was made by Ag-
nes Brayshaw in 1788. She 
was so impressed because it 
showed her identity by de-
scribing herself.

Lidy Hanson (1722-
1824) lived to 102 and wit-
nessed enormous amounts 
of change. Miriam Lord 
(1748-1831) was Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s grandmother. 
He saw her sampler on the 
wall and wrote about nee-
dlework in his classic “The 
Scarlet Letter.” His aunt 
Mary Dodge also created 

samplers, so he saw needle-
work all around him. 

Clarisa Butler of Wethers-
field used a mixture of linen 
and wool for a sampler. Her 
biography noted she was 
excommunicated from the 
church for having a child out 
of wedlock. 

Family registers that 
listed relatives were often 
placed on samplers. One 
depicting the Comstock 
family showed they came 
from Kent and then moved 
elsewhere. One of Peters’ 
favorites is a Heuston Ge-
nealogy. They were a Black 
family from Maine and sam-
plers from Blacks were very 
unusual. 

“They had 12 children,” 
she said. “I’d never seen an-
other sampler showing all 
12 children had survived. 
The children, even the girls, 
were educated. I’ve become 
friends with one of the de-
scendants.” 

“Samplers are telling you 
something,” said Peters. One 
work by Patty Livingston 
showed the family crest. 
She came from Red Hook, 
NY, but is buried in Hillside 
Cemetery in Sharon. 

Samplers also speak of 
sorrow. The Stetson family 
register shows they had five 
living children in December 
and by February, they had 
lost four of them. “It was 
common to lose children,” 
Peters said. “Kids worried 
all the time about dying and 
that was sometimes reflected 
in their needlework.” 

Peters listed the skills 
needed to create samplers, 
including literacy, math-
ematical ability, dexterity, 
creativity and self-discipline. 
She said children were not 
coerced to make them, but 
did so with pride.

“I live with the creative 
energy of these girls,” she 
said. 

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN

Alexandra Lally Peters displays a humorous version of 
the John Trumbull painting in which women replace 
men signing the Declaration of Independence. 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

NOCA Exchange not only features small farm stands but also established, popular farm-sourced markets like 
Freund's Farm Market & Bakery in East Canaan.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 

errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual 
and/or typographical errors 
in advertisements when 
such errors affect meaning. 
Notice of such error must be 
given to us after the first run 
of the advertisement.
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Old Houses and Barns my
specialty: Renovations and Re-
pairs. 25 years serving the
tri-state area. Licensed and
Insured. Based in Canaan, CT.
David Valyou 917-538-1617.
davidvalyou@yahoo.com

Héctor Pacay Landscaping and
Construction LLC: Fully insured.
Renovation, decking, painting;
interior exterior, mowing lawn,
garden, stone wall, patio, tree
work, clean gutters, mowing
fields. 845-636-3212.

Come sailing with us on Twin
Lakes. Our 21' sailboat can host
4-5 crew in a private charter for 2
hours out of O'Hara's Marina,
Salisbury CT. We offer sailing
lessons too! www.nashallasailin
g.com 413-229-9042.

SERVICES OFFERED

4+ acres of Bog area; balance available for building a vacation or 
full time home. Includes an installed underground power hookup 
into the site.  Subject to complying with current town regulations 
for septic, well and building permits. Offered at $110,000. 

SALISBURY: 10 ACRES, rural location with a high site setting 
having fantastic views. There is also a mountain stream, pond site, 
and quiet surrounds. BROKER owned.  ASKING $500,000

7+-ACRES OF LAND LAND PARCEL

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FOR NATURE LOVERS: AN ECONOMICAL LAND SITE WITH NATURE BOG. IDEAL FOR 
JUST CAMPING, TO SEE ITS NATURE.  OR, BUILD A HOME AND ENJOY THE ‘JOYS’ 
OF NATURE.  WANT A REMOTELY LOCATED BUILDING LOT? See #2, AND CALL.

GUITAR TEACHER Wanted.
Teach an adult. Complete begin-
ner in Sharon CT. Lesson time
and pay rate flexible.
917-723-3696.

MT RIGA LAKEFRONT CABIN:
Private beach, canoe, kayaks,
fishing $1,275 / Week
585-355-5245.

INSTRUCTIONS,
CLASSES

Millerton, rural, newly renova-
ted house: 2 bedrooms, split
air/a/c system, dishwasher,
decks, views, pets considered.
$2675. Call 518-567-8277.

HOUSE FOR RENT

The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News seek a 
Finance Associate to assist with 
payroll, HR, processing accounts 
payable, data entry and customer 
service. Knowledge of accounting, 
QuickBooks and excel preferred. 
Must be able to work independently. 
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to 
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

Finance Associate
Full-Time

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

TAG SALE! Sat, June 20 10-4 22
Dug Rd @Low Rd, Sharon.
Housewares, books, clothes,
toys/kids stuff, ski stuff, records &
more! Free table & Lemonade
with purchase! No early birds pls.

REAL ESTATE

SHARON

color, national origin, ancestry,
sex, marital status, age, lawful
source of income, familial status,
physical or mental disability or
an intention to make any such
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: Equal
Housing Opportunity. All real
estate advertised in this newspa-
per is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act of 1966 revised
March 12, 1989 which makes it
illegal to advertise any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimina-
tion based on race, color religion,
sex, handicap or familial status or
national origin or intention to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination. All
residential property advertised in
the State of Connecticut General
Statutes 46a-64c which prohibit
the making, printing or publish-
ing or causing to be made,
printed or published any notice,
statement or advertisement with
respect to the sale or:rental of a
dwelling that indicates any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, creed,

Looking for a small farm to
board my 22 year old mare
ideally located near trails. She
gets along well with other
horses. No drama. Available to
help with feeding and or turnout
if needed. 860-786-2546.

Estate Sale Friday 6/19/26 1-5
p.m., Saturday 6/20, Sunday 6/21,
9-3. 22 Raymond Ave., Canaan,
CT. Cash Only.

Isabella Freedman Jewish Re-
treat Center is a year-round
120-person retreat facility that is
located in Falls Village, CT. Want
to work at a beautiful, peaceful
location, with great people? This
is the place to be!
We are currently seeking posi-
tions for Seasonal Lifeguard(s),
Cook, Retreat services associate
(banquet server front of house)
and Mashgichim (F/T or P/T) for
our summer season. For more
details please visit our website at
Careers - Adamah or email a
copy of your resume to
rebecca.eisen@adamah.org

HORSES & EQUIPMENTEAST CANAAN
REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE
HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

MERCHANDISE &
SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATETAG SALES
CONNECTICUT Correcting Errors

We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds Real Estate

Email ads to classified@
lakevillejournal.com

House of Books Celebrates 50 Years in Kent
By D.H. Callahan

KENT – In 1976, John 
Miller, a teacher at the 
Berkshire School, quit 
his job, moved his family 
to Kent, Connecticut, and 
opened up a little book 
store. Fifty years later, the 
House of Books is still 
thriving as a small inde-
pendent book store, and 
community hub. 

To celebrate the rare 
feat of small business 
endurance, the House of 
Books invited custom-
ers, employees, and even 
a few Appalachian Trail 
through-hikers to cel-
ebrate with gentle jazz 
guitar, a full spread from 
beloved local eatery, Swy-
ft, and of course, a whole 
house of books.  

Among the attendees 
was Cathy Hoffman Mill-
er, daughter of John and 
Carol Hoffman the orig-
inal owners. Cathy wasn’t 
even a teen yet when the 

family settled down in 
Kent, after years of bounc-
ing from boarding school 
to boarding school. 

While she was happy 
to establish roots in the 
quintessentially quaint 
New England town, it 
quickly became apparent 
that this new  business was 
going to be a family affair. 
Cathy and her sisters were 
put to work keeping the 
wire racks full of noir and 
wester paperbacks, and 
the shelves stacked with 
new releases. The sisters 
would soon enlist their 
friends to help out with 
the annual new year’s day 
inventory counts in ex-
change for free pizza from 
the Kent Pizza Garden, 
one of a handful of busi-
nesses still open today. 

With a thriving art 
community in the area, 
famed mid-century paint-
er, Eric Sloane utilized the 
store as a base for distrib-
uting his art books, often 

coming into the store to 
sign copies which House 
of Books would ship all 
over the country. They 
even converted the back 
of the store into an art gal-
lery for a time, setting the 
stage, in a way, for today’s 
Kent Barns galleries. 

The House of Books 
was clearly more than 
just a store. Kent residents 
would treat the shop as a 
place to hang out, taking 
their time to socialize 
and fraternize while leaf-
ing through pages. Buy-
ing something seemed 
like a secondary priority 
to gathering together to 
shoot the breeze. That was 
just fine with the House 
of Books. 

Of course, this was all 
long before the fatal one-
two blows of Big Box 
bookstores, and the online 
onslaught from Amazon. 
When the House of Books 
opened 50 years ago, there 
were an estimated 10,000 

PHOTO BY D.H. CALLAHAN

Cathy Hoffman Miller, whose 
parents opened House of 
Books 50 years ago, holds 
pictures of her family.

bookstores operating 
in the United States. In 
2019, there were fewer 
than 2,000. 

But manager Ben Ry-
beck believes the pen-
dulum is swinging back 
in favor of the little guy. 
Rybeck was hired as the 
manager of the House of 
Books in April of 2020, 
a time when the whole 
world was shut down, and 
in-person shopping was a 
thing of the past. He wit-
nessed first hand how the 
community rallied togeth-
er to support the store that 
had been there for them 
over the decades. 

Using online tools 
made more available to 
small businesses, custom-
ers were able to shop the 
House of Books inventory, 
sending their purchases 
directly to their homes, or 
picking them up outside 
the store. It was a great 
chance for the communi-
ty to be there for House 

PHOTO BY D.H. CALLAHAN

The Hoffman Family founded the House of Books.

of Books, who had been 
there for the community 
for 50 years. 

The next 50 years 
may be hard to predict, 
but Rybeck seems to be 
right about one thing. 
The pendulum is indeed 

swinging back. Since the 
pandemic, the number of 
small, independent book-
stores across the country 
has nearly doubled. That 
fact, just like 50 years of 
this beloved store, is truly 
something to celebrate. 

PHOTO BY D.H. CALLAHAN

A packed House of Books in Kent celebrates its 50th anniversary Saturday, June 
14, with a birthday bash, refreshments and books. 
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FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

When you need to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Landscaping/Excavation

Landscaping/Excavation

Painting

Garden Design

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree Removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing 
Logging • Forestry Mowing •  Bush Hogging

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
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673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
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Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION

CHIK’S PAINTING
“Quality work at its best”

Interior/ Exterior
Carpentry/ Remodeling
Powerwashing
Drywall & Taping
Popcorn Removal
Wallpaper Hanging & Removal

Over 40 years experience
Fully insured • Local references
Credit Cards Accepted

860-484-9127      HIC0673003

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

mattslandscapingct.com
(860) 824-1188

244 Rt 7 South Falls Village CT 06031

Native Meadow Installation & Maintenance•Garden Design  
Invasive Species Removal•Habitat Restoration•Plant Health Care

(860)824-1188
meadows@mattslandscapingct.com
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