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Graduates reflect on resilience, 
importance of community

Region One towns celebrated a season of milestones last 
week, as eighth-grade students graduated and seniors 

crossed the stage at the Housatonic Valley Regional High 
School commencement ceremony Friday, June 19. Awards, 

achievements, heartfelt speeches and mostly sunny skies 
marked the occasion. Read more on A9, A10 and B5.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Ibby Sadeh, the Class of 2026 Valedictorian, gives a speech to her classmates emphasizing the 
importance of diversity and understanding.

Historic Colonial 
Theatre goes  
on market after 
three-year revival

By Aly Morrissey 

NORTH CANAAN –  The own-
ers of the historic Colonial Theatre 
have put the century-old landmark 
on the market, seeking a new stew-
ard for one of the community’s 
most recognizable buildings.

After restoring and reopening 
the 27 Railroad St. venue in 2023, 
the Mallett and Fiorillo families 
have listed the property following 
three years of operating the theater 
as a community gathering space 
and event venue. 

“After three fantastic years of 
being the lucky stewards of the 
incredible Colonial Theatre, we’re 
ready to pass the torch,” said 
co-owner Lenore Mallett, a local 
real estate salesperson who is listing 
the property through William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty. 

The venue is listed for $695,000 
and features three floors totaling 
more than 10,000-square-feet, 
including two separate adjoining 
retail units. 

Built in 1923, the theater has 
served as an entertainment ven-
ue and cultural centerpiece for 
generations. Originally known as 

By Ruth Epstein

FALLS VILLAGE – Under a 
mostly clear summer sky, with only 
occasional clouds and threatening 
rain, 80 seniors at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School marked their 
final day of school during the annu-
al graduation ceremony on Friday, 
June 19. As always, the school lawn 
was packed with family and friends 
gathered to watch a group of teen-

agers fulfill a rite of passage.
Student speakers acknowledged 

the importance of community, as 
several reflected on overcoming 
significant adversity in their young 
lives.

In his welcome remarks, Prin-
cipal Ian Strever said a milestone 
was reached in a school known for 
its distinguished statue of Abraham 
Lincoln that greets visitors at the 
entrance. It has been four score and 

seven years since the school’s first 
graduation.

Several students talked about 
their challenges and how the school 
community helped them.

Class president Madison Graney, 
in an emotional speech, spoke about 
her father who has battled brain 
cancer for the past two years. 

“One only needs to know Joe 

Sharon BOF sends 
rejected school budget 
back to voters unchanged

PHOTO BY REBECCA BLOOMFIELD

The Colonial Theatre lights up 
the North Canaan sky. 

PHOTO BY MADI LONG   

Shoppers enjoy lower prices at the new outlet in North Canaan. 

By Alec Linden 

SHARON – Following months 
of conflict between the Board of 
Finance, the Board of Education 
and concerned parents, Sharon res-
idents will return to vote on the 
same budget proposal that was re-
jected in early May, with town offi-
cials opting to leave the proposal’s 

bottom line unchanged and instead 
set aside separate funding that the 
school could access if needed. 

 During its regular meeting on 
Tuesday, June 16, the BOF opted 
not to change the bottom line of 
the BOE’s operating budget for 
Sharon Center School, instead 
moving to establish a special fund 
of $35,000 to be drawn from the 
town’s undesignated account upon 
the school’s request. Voters will 

Northwest towns to take control  
of Torrington Transfer Station July 1

Westerlind opens first outlet store 
 in North Canaan amid expansion

By Aly Morrissey 

NORTH CANAAN – Westerlind 
Outdoor, a retailer specializing in 
outdoor apparel, gear and techni-
cal fashion, has opened its doors to 
its newest venture – the company’s 
first-ever outlet store.

Located at 1 Railroad St. in North 
Canaan, the outlet offers shoppers 
access to past-season merchandise, 

By Christian Murray 

A newly formed regional waste 
authority will take control of the 
Torrington transfer station on July 
1, capping a year-long effort by 
Northwest Connecticut towns to 
keep the facility in public hands.

The Northwest Regional Refuse 

Authority (NRRA), representing 
several Northwest Corner towns, 
will assume ownership of the 
transfer station following legisla-
tion signed by Gov. Ned Lamont 
in May transferring the property 
to the consortium.

The authority was created in 
2025 after a proposed $3.25 mil-

lion sale of the Torrington Transfer 
Station to a private waste company 
alarmed local officials, who feared 
the loss of a public disposal option 
could eventually lead to higher 
costs and a monopoly on waste 
services in the region.

The Casino, the building housed 
a movie theater, bowling alley 
and second-floor ballroom. The 
building was revamped in 1929 and 
its name changed to the Colonial 
Theatre.

The current owners purchased 
the property in April 2023 for 
$325,000, after it had been closed 
for years. 
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VIDEO: Step inside Haystack Woods
Norfolk opens net-zero affordable housing 
complex with ribbon-cutting ceremony.  
Watch more at lakevillejournal.com.

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

By Aly Morrissey

CORNWALL – State Rep. 
Maria Horn will kick off a se-
ries of volunteer door-knock-
ing events across the 64th 
District, with stops in the 
Northwest Corner – includ-
ing a first stop in Cornwall on 
Sunday, June 28, from noon 
to 3 p.m. 

The events are part of 
Horn’s re-election campaign 
and will continue through 
October in each of the dis-
trict’s nine towns, including 
Kent, Sharon, Falls Village, 
North Canaan, Norfolk and 
Salisbury. 

“Door-knocking gives us 
a chance to let voters speak 
their minds about what’s 

Horn to begin summer door-
knocking campaign in Cornwall

The following information 
was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. 
All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Passing collision
On the afternoon of June 

15, Steven Falanga, 36, of 
North Branford, Connecti-
cut was driving south on 
Route 63 near the intersec-
tion with Undermountain 
Road in Falls Village when an 
unnamed driver in a leased 
Honda Civic attempted to 
pass him. The Civic merged 
back into the rental Ford 
F250 Super Duty that Falan-
ga drove, causing a collision. 
Neither driver was injured, 
and both vehicles sustained 
functional damage. The un-
named driver was issued an 
infraction for unsafe passing 
and operating a motor vehi-
cle without a license. 

Moving truck crash
Just after 3 p.m. on June 

15, Devoge Darryl Brown, 
18, of South Kent was driv-
ing a moving truck for Corn-
wall-based company Karl on 
Wheels on Millerton Road 
in Sharon when the vehicle 
drifted off the roadway, strik-
ing approximately 50 feet of 

wire rope guardrail and ulti-
mately hitting a tree. Brown 
was transported to Sharon 
Hospital by Sharon EMS for 
reported minor injuries, and 
the truck was towed from the 
scene. Brown was issued a 
written warning for failure 
to maintain lane.

Construction zone  
fender bender

On the morning of June 
16, Jeffrey Romanowski, 69, 
of Amenia came to a stop at 
a flagger for a construction 
zone on Route 45 near the 
intersection with Flat Rocks 
Road in Cornwall. A trail-
ing Subaru Crosstrek, driv-
en by Karen Chase, 81, of 
Kent, failed to stop in time 
and collided with the rear 
of Romanowski’s Toyota 
Sienna. Both vehicles sus-
tained functional damage, 
and neither the drivers nor 
their passengers were in-
jured in the incident. Chase 
was issued a verbal warning 
for following too closely. 

The Lakeville Journal 
will publish the outcome of 
police charges. Send mail to 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, 
or send to editor@lakeville 
journal.com.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Gas prices in Sharon dropped to $4.05 on Monday, 
June 22.

Send news tips to  
editor@ 

lakevillejournal.com
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Check them out inside.
• Ocean State Job Lot

Izzy Fitch of Battle Hill Forge has strapped a giant mantis,
 built by artist Jim Hackett, to the roof of his car.

When you spot it, take a photo, post it on social media and tag 
@battlehillforge, @lakevillejournal and @themillertonnews.

On July 20, names will be drawn at random 
and gift certi� cates to Battle Hill Forge will be awarded.

www.battlehillforge.comwww.lakevillejournal.com www.millertonnews.com

A GIANT METAL MANTIS 
IS NOW PART OF A SUMMER CONTEST! 

Regional

PHOTO PROVIDED

A group of volunteers in Falls Village showed up for 
Horn’s 2024 door-knocking campaign. This year, sup-
porters will hit the pavement in Cornwall on June 28. 

most important to them,” 
Horn wrote in an email to 
supporters. 

Volunteers will receive 
training before canvassing 
neighborhoods and speaking 
with voters about local issues 
and the upcoming election. 

Those who cannot walk 
door-to-door can support 
virtual phone banking.

Horn said the door-knock-
ing effort is intended to help 
volunteers engage directly 
with residents while gather-
ing feedback to inform out-
reach ahead of the November 
election. 

Horn accepted the Dem-
ocratic nomination for State 
Representative in the 64th 
District earlier this spring. 

Connecticut gas 
prices drop again

By Aly Morrissey

Northwest Connecti-
cut drivers are getting 
some relief at the pump 
as gas prices continue to 
decline statewide. 

According to newly 
released data from AAA 
Northeast, the average 
price for a gallon of reg-
ular gas in Connecticut 
fell 15 cents over the past 
week to $4.06 as of June 
22. That’s down 58 cents 
from a month ago, when 
concerns about oil ship-
ments through the Mid-
dle East pushed prices 
higher. 

“Recent declines in 
oil and gas prices have 
coaxed the national av-
erage below $4 a gallon 

for the first time since 
March — welcome re-
lief at the pump,” said 
Mark Schieldrop, senior 
spokesperson for AAA 
Northeast. 

AAA attributed the 
recent decline as a sign 
of stability in the global 
energy markets. While 
prices remain well above 
last year’s average, the 
decline is welcome news 
for the Northwest Cor-
ner residents heading 
into the busy summer 
travel season. 

The organization 
noted that gasoline and 
crude oil inventories 
remain historically low, 
which could continue to 
put pressure on prices in 
the weeks ahead.

Kent median home price  
climbs to $577,000

By Christine Bates

KENT – Home prices in 
Kent remained relatively sta-
ble over the past year, with the 
town’s 12-month trailing me-
dian price for a single-family 
home reaching $577,000 for 
the period ending May 31, 
2026. 

The 12-month trailing me-
dian price of $577,000 is 25% 
more than the $460,000 me-
dian recorded for the period 
ending May 31, 2025. Howev-
er, it remains 18% below the 
$711,000 median recorded for 
the comparable period ending 
May 31, 2024. Kent’s historic 
peak was reached in the 12 
months ending in August 
2024, when the median price 
climbed to $753,000.

Sales activity remained 
relatively steady over the 
past year, with 27 homes sold 
during the 12-month period 
ending May 31, 2026, com-
pared with 25 in the previ-
ous year and 29 during the 
period ending May 31, 2024. 
The record number of sales 
on a 12-month trailing basis 
was set in June 2021, when 77 
were sold. 

Inventory of all listed resi-
dential properties rose slightly 
to 22 by mid-June with high-
end properties dominating 
the market, with 13 homes 
listed for more than $1 mil-
lion and only three priced be-
low the median of $577,000. 

Rentals opportunities re-
mained available, including 
furnished and unfurnished 
homes. Four summer houses 
were listed. 

Eight parcels of residential 
vacant land were also listed 
for sale from $175,000 to 
$535,000.

May Transfers in Kent
16 Birch Hill Lane – 3 

bedroom/1 bath home trans-
ferred by Kaitlyn Studley and 
Eric Devisio to Gene Freccia 
on May 1, 2026 for $315,000

221 Fuller Lane – 4 bed-
room/3 full bath/2 half bath 
contemporary home built in 
2009 on 22 acres in the Mace-
donia neighborhood trans-

ferred by Sabin Howard and 
Traci Slatton to Robert Muller 
and Happy Rhodes on May 19 
for $2,075,000.

* Town of Kent real estate 
transfers recorded between 
May 1, 2026, and May 31, 
2026, provided by Kent Town 
Clerk. Transfers without con-
sideration are not included. 
Current market listings from 

Smart MLS and market sta-
tistics from InfoSparks. Note 
that monthly recorded trans-
fers may lag sales by a number 
of days and include properties 
not appearing on the MLS. 
Compiled by Christine Bates, 
Real Estate Salesperson with 
William Pitt Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, Licensed in 
CT and NY.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Dr. Andrew D. Deacon will 
take over as Region One's 
new assistant superinten-
dent August 10, 2026. 

By Aly Morrissey

FALLS VILLAGE – The 
Region One Board of Ed-
ucation has appointed Dr. 
Andrew D. Deacon as  as-
sistant superintendent, ef-
fective Aug. 10. 

Deacon currently serves 
as principal of Lee H. Kel-
logg School in Falls Village 
and previously held ad-
ministrative positions in 
the Milford and Torrington 
school districts. 

Dr. Andrew D. Deacon named as new 
Region One assistant superintendent

Region One Board of Ed-
ucation Chair Pat Mechare 
said Deacon’s experience, 
enthusiasm and ability to 
foster a positive learning 
environment will benefit 
the district. Superintendent 
Melony Brady-Shanley said 
Deacon’s leadership will help 
advance the district’s stra-
tegic priorities and support 
continued academic growth. 

He holds degrees from 
Manhattanville College, 
the University of Bridgeport 

and Sacred Heart Universi-
ty. He said he looks forward 
to working with educators, 
families and community 
members across the dis-
trict’s seven schools to 
strengthen teaching and 
learning opportunities for 
students. 

Deacon replaces Dr. 
Jeanine Rose, who held the 
position since 2022 and will 
take over as superintendent 
of North Stonington Public 
Schools later this summer. 



North Canaan receives $2,500 grant 
for firefighter training equipment 
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Paul Winter Consort:
Our American Journey, 

In Celebration

Arianna String Quartet

Catered Pre-Concert Dinner | 5:00 PM
Historic Campus Tour | 5:30 PM

Works by Felix MENDELSSOHN,
Gabriela LENA FRANK 

and Pyotr TCHAIKOVSKY

Pre-Concert Talk by Fred Baumgarten | 2:00 PM

SAT., JULY 4 | 7:00 PM SUN., JULY 5  |  3:00 PM

Tickets $50-65 | $30 for Student / 
Teacher / Veteran / 19-40 y.o.
Free Under 19 y.o.
(860) 824-7126 and musicmountain.org

Our Towns

Early Deadline
O�  ces will be closed Friday, July 3RD
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By Alec Linden

LIME ROCK – The Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion continued its hearing 
last week on proposed 
changes to Lime Rock Park’s 
operating regulations, with 
commissioners suggesting 
a resolution could be close.

 “I think with some clar-
ity from our lawyer, this 
should be very easy to move 
along,” commissioner Allen 
Cockerline said, referring 
to P&Z’s attorney Charles 
Andres, who was unable to 
attend the June 15 meeting. 

 The proposed regulation 
change was first brought 
before P&Z in May after 
the state Superior Court 
in Torrington approved 
an amendment to a de-
cades-old legal agreement 
governing the race track. 

Largely placing further 
restrictions on the Park’s 
operations, the proposed 
zoning change aims to 
transfer the language of that 
agreement into the zoning 
code. 

 During three hearing 
sessions since May 18, 
commissioners focused 
largely on drifting – when 
vehicles intentionally lose 
traction on the rear tires 

while rounding a curve – 
due to its potential to cause 
tire smoke pollution. By the 
June 15 meeting, however, 
commissioners appeared 
largely satisfied by the 
track’s handling of the tech-
nique that involves limiting 
the hours of the practice.

 Lime Rock President 
and CEO Dicky Riegel said 
the track has voluntarily fol-
lowed the proposed regula-
tions since 2022, even with-
out any legal obligation, 
limiting drifting to two days 
per year, with a maximum 
of three 15-minute demon-
strations on those days. 

  Cockerline said even so,  
“I just want to be sure we 
have safeguards in the fu-
ture if it does become clear-
ly a pollutant and nuisance.”

 Land Use Director Abby 
Conroy noted that that may 
be difficult to achieve as it’s 
currently proposed given it 
is a regulation change and 
not a conditioned special 
permit. She and the Com-
mission agreed that further 
consultation from Attorney 
Andres would be needed.  
After consultation with  
Lime Rock, the hearing 
was extended again, set to 
reconvene on July 6 at 6:45 
p.m.

After third extension, 
Lime Rock regulation 
nears finish line

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Singer-songwriter Elijah Stone performs at the NECC 
Millerton Farmers Market on June 20.

Salisbury native trades NYC 
for outdoor summer tour

By Patrick L. Sullivan

MILLERTON – Salis-
bury native Elijah Stone re-
turned to familiar territory 
Saturday, June 20, playing 
electric guitar and singing 
at the NECC Millerton 
Farmers Market.

Stone, 24, is the son of 
Lakeville-based artist Kar-
en LeSage and Richmond, 
Virginia, musician and ed-
ucator Joshua Stone. 

“I feel lucky to come 
from a family of artists,” 
he said. “Less explaining 
to do.” 

Stone released his de-
but EP, “Twenty-Second 
Catch,” in October 2025 
and plans to release a full-
length album later this fall.

With an early stop near 
his hometown, Stone has 
performances planned 
through the end of August 
spanning from Massa-
chusetts into the Hudson 
Valley. Performances will 
include farmers markets, 
festivals and community 

venues. 
Of performing outdoors, 

Stone said he likes the way 
they reach a wide range of 
ages. 

“And the hours are bet-
ter,” he quipped. 

At the Millerton Farm-
ers Market, Stone played 
several covers among an 

eclectic set list of original 
music, including Stevie 
Wonder’s “Signed, Sealed, 
Delivered” and “Midnight 
at the Oasis,” made famous 
by Maria Muldaur.

His arrangements were 
simple and tasteful, while 
his vocals were precise and 
unstrained.

Local filmmaker documents life  
in Falls Village, releases 38th video 

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE – Lo-
cal filmmaker Eric Veden, 
who has been creating 
films about Falls Village 
since 2000, has released 
a new video, marking his 
38th production featuring 
the people, businesses and 
everyday life of the com-
munity. 

The latest video be-
gins with scenes from the 

2025 Fall Festival, featur-
ing pumpkin decorating, 
live music and apple cider 
making. 

Veden then sits down 
with Falls Village resident 
Barbara Lobdell, whose 
parents hailed from Wyo-
ming. Describing her child-
hood as “low-drama, stable 
and happy,” Lobdell re-
members leaving Laramie, 
Wyoming, after high school 
to attend the University of 

By Christian Murray

NORTH CANAAN – 
North Canaan has been 
awarded a $2,500 grant 
from the Northwest Com-
munity Bank Foundation 
to help fund the purchase 
of specialized equipment 
for the North Canaan Fire 
Company, First Selectman 
Jesse Bunce announced ear-
lier this month.

The fire company plans 
to purchase a Multi-Force 
Forcible Entry Door train-
ing system, which allows 
firefighters to practice 
breaching doors and enter-
ing buildings under realistic 
emergency conditions.

The training system al-
lows firefighters to practice 
forcible-entry techniques 

on both inward- and out-
ward-opening doors with 
metal and wooden jambs, 
replicating conditions com-
monly encountered during 
emergency responses.

The planned purchase 
includes a Multi-Force 
training door system, 
crush-door training slabs 
and a mobile wheel system. 
The total cost of the proj-
ect is estimated at approxi-
mately $10,960.

“This is an important 
investment in firefighter 
preparedness and public 
safety,” Bunce said. “Our 
volunteer firefighters put 
themselves on the line for 
the community every day, 
and providing them with 
high-quality, realistic train-
ing tools helps ensure they 

are prepared to respond 
safely and effectively when 
seconds matter most.”

Town officials said the 
grant will help strengthen 
the fire company's capabil-
ities while reducing the fi-
nancial burden of acquiring 
the specialized equipment.

“The North Canaan Fire 

Company is an essential 
part of our town,” Bunce 
said. “We’re grateful to the 
Northwest Community 
Bank Foundation for rec-
ognizing the importance of 
ongoing firefighter training 
and supporting the dedi-
cated volunteers who serve 
North Canaan.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

First Selectman Jesse Bunce (left) and North Canaan 
Fire Company representative Isaac Freund display a 
$2,500 check from the Northwest Community Bank 
Foundation.

PHOTO BY MADI LONG

A car races around Lime Rock Park during the 2026 
Memorial Day season opener.  

Stone also maintains 
close ties with childhood 
friends from the North-
west Corner. He recently 
collaborated with Kent 
native Nick O’Neil on the 
first full music video for 
his song “Look Listen.” 
The pair filmed the video 
in Manhattan in one of 
the last remaining phone 
booths in New York.

“Nick and I walked by 
the phone booth and knew 
we had to incorporate 
it into our next project,” 
Stone said. “It was a blast 
shooting with him.” 

Stone attended Salis-
bury Central School, The 
Hotchkiss School and the 
University of Michigan. 
When he’s not touring as a 
musician, he teaches math 
in Washington Heights, 
New York City, where he 
just completed his second 
year. 

For more information 
and upcoming performance 
dates, visit Stone's website at 
elijahstonemusic.com. 

Washington where she  re-
ceived a degree in history 
and art. She then earned a 
master’s degree in Library 
Science and a two-year de-
gree in electrical drafting.

Lobdell’s journey took 
her to Prudhoe Bay, Alas-
ka, where she worked as 
a draftsman for 35 years 
during what she described 
as “very much a man’s 
world.” 

The film also features lo-
cal blacksmith Will Blass, 
whom Veden describes as a 
“young, long-haired black-
smith extraordinaire.” 

Blass traces his interest 
in metalworking to child-
hood.

“I grew up loving ‘The 
Hobbit’ and ‘The Lord of 
the Rings’ and decided I 
needed a magic sword,” 
Blass said. 

Then, in high school, 
his attention turned to go-
karts. 

“Every time you want 
a new project you have to 
learn a new metalwork-

ing skill and it just kind of 
went from there,” he said of 
learning to forge and weld.  

Blass said he got his first 
welder in eighth grade and 
started picking up tips from 
his father and cousin, Dusty 
Blass.

Another segment fol-
lows assistant librarian 
Anna Pattison and a group 
of children making 3D stars 
and lanterns at the Hunt 
Library, an activity that re-
quires making cocoa first. 
It’s a representative slice of 
life at the library.

The film concludes with 
Alan Lovejoy at the library 
discussing his 2025 bicycle 
trip from Alberta, Canada 
to the U.S./Mexico border 
in Antelope Wells, New 
Mexico along the Great 
Divide.

To see the video, visit 
YouTube and search for 
“Eric Veden” or visit you-
tube.com/@ericveden4408. 
DVDs are also available 
through the David M. Hunt 
Library. 
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By Madi Long

NORFOLK — Commu-
nity members gathered for 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Monday, June 22, to cele-
brate the opening of Hay-
stack Woods, Norfolk’s 
newly constructed afford-
able housing complex. 

Kate Briggs Johnson, 
president of the Foundation 
for Norfolk Living, said she 
believes Haystack Woods is 
Connecticut’s first net-zero 
affordable homeownership 
community equipped with 
battery storage and electric 
vehicle chargers. A net-zero 
development generates as 
much renewable energy as 
it consumes over the course 
of a year. 

Haystack Woods features 
10 homes, including ranch-
es, cape-style houses, and 
two-story builds, each with 
two to three bedrooms. 

Two homes have been 
closed, five more are sched-
uled to close and three 
houses remain available. 
The three remaining homes 
will be sold for $261,000 
and are three-bedroom 
houses for households be-
low 80% the Average Me-
dian Income. 

Each home within the 
complex features high-ef-
ficiency insulated construc-
tion and a dedicated solar 
array designed to generate 
its annual energy needs. 
The development has also 
earned LEED and Nation-

al Green Building Standard 
certifications. 

The community wasn’t 
built without struggle, 
Briggs Johnson said, as 
committee members spent 
an additional 12 months at 
PNZ and Wetlands Zon-
ing meetings to transition 
the private road to a public 
road. This came with the 
help of the Norfolk Cem-
etery Association, which 
provided the easement to 
construct the road. 

Jordan Seibert, a Hay-
stack Woods homeowner, 
expressed her gratitude to 
the crowd. 

“Like many people, I 
reached a point where 
homeownership felt in-
creasingly out of reach,” 
she said. “I’m fortunate to 
be purchasing a home at a 
young age, giving me the 
chance to be comfortable, 
put down roots, and think 
long-term about my future.”

Prominent guests at-
tended the ribbon-cutting, 
including Norfolk’s First Se-
lectman Henry Tirrell; Lt. 
Governor Susan Bysiewicz; 
Ricky Jordan, manager of 
Energy Efficiency at Ever-
source; Margaret Warner, 
Senior Vice President at 
Northwest Community 
Bank; Libby Borden of the 
Norfolk Land Trust; Maria 
Horn, Connecticut State 
Representative; and Sei-
la Mosquera-Bruno, the 
commissioner of CT De-
partment of Housing.

Norfolk opens Haystack 
Woods, net-zero 
affordable housing 
complex 
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Cardinal Engineering Vice President Timothy Cermola 
points out the crumbling concrete lining of the defunct 
Emery Park swimming pond Wednesday, June 17.

Rehab of Kent's defunct swimming 
pond will take time, officials say

By Alec Linden

KENT – Efforts to re-
store Emery Park's long-
closed swimming pond 
took a step forward last 
week, as engineers reported 
the decades-old foundation 
appears stronger than some 
expected. Even so, they said, 
it may be several summers 
before the swimming hole 
is back in working order.

Despite the longer than 
anticipated timeline, Parks 
and Recreation Commis-
sion Chair Rufus de Rham 
said during the June 17 
meeting that the town re-
mains focused on bringing 
back a place for residents to 
cool off. 

 “I know we have pipe 
dreams,” said De Rham, re-
ferring to long-term inten-
tions to install a pavilion, 
upgrade the playground 
and even build an office for 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department at the park, 
among other proposed 
projects. “But the pond is 
our No. 1 mission here.”

Luckily, its bones are 
mostly solid, reported 
Cardinal Engineering Vice 
President Timothy Cermo-
la. “The masonry and stone 
walls are probably sound,” 
he said of the foundation. 
Officials had feared the en-
tire basin would need to be 
re-excavated.

However, “anything con-
crete that was laid on the 
stone masonry has to be re-
moved,” he said, gesturing 
at the pool’s lining, which 
is cracked and crumbling 
in places. Cermola noted 
that the first focus of a re-
cently-commissioned study 
will be to determine how 
much of the masonry is 
suitable to keep, noting that 
anything unstable or at risk 
of becoming so will have 
to be replaced. The current 
concrete is intended to be 
upgraded to a long-lasting, 
rebar-supported gunite lin-
ing. 

The pond, a stream-fed 
concrete basin that was dug 
out to its current shape in 
the early 1960s, served 
the town as a cooling off 
spot before shutting down 
during the COVID-19 pan-

PHOTO BY MADI LONG

Community members gather for a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for Haystack Woods, Norfolk's newest affordable 
housing complex. It includes 10 homes. 

perched on a sloping wall 
inside the basin. The curved 
floor  is likely to be restruc-
tured with straight-down 
flat walls at the pond’s edges 
for safety reasons, he said, 
and the overall depth may 
be reduced to five-feet.

A wide, oblong section 
that once accommodated 
75-foot lanes for the local 
swim team may also be nar-
rowed in the new design.

The town currently has 
$400,000 in capital funds 
available for the swimming 
pond restoration, as well as 
an additional $100,000 in 
funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act which 
will expire this year. An-
other $100,000 in capital 
has already been allocated 
towards upgrading the play-
ground.

The Cardinal engineers 
anticipate the master plan 
will be complete by the end 
of summer, which will then 
act as a blueprint for next 
steps.

As the group dispersed, 
Commissioners were satis-
fied by the discussion, de-
spite the temporal setbacks. 
“We want to do it right,” said 
Chair De Rham. “That’s the 
biggest thing.”

 “While we’re working on 
the pond first,” added mem-
ber Keith Johnson, “it won’t 
interfere with anything in 
the future… that’s what the 
master plan ensures.”
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SALISBURY COMMEMORATES
THE NATION’S 250TH BIRTHDAY

THANK YOU
to Our Community

Thanks to our 66 individual and 15 corporate
sponsors of our annual Garden Party and their

support for older adults and people with disabilities
to remain safely and independently at home.

Scan the QR code to learn more
about our services, and the impact

your support makes in our community.

A special thank you to our hosts

Jamie Delaney & Michael Cullen
for opening their beautiful property

and hearts to our community.

Arbor Tree Care
Ed Herrington, Inc.
Elyse Harney Real Estate
Guido’s Fresh Marketplace
Harney & Sons Teas
Klemm Real Estate
Kent Wine & Spirits

Litchfield Distillery
Moore & More Printers
National Iron Bank
NBT Bank
Northwest Community Bank
Upscale Movers
William Perotti & Sons, Inc.

💚

💚
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Our Towns

demic. Currently, the only 
public swimming oppor-
tunity in town is at Lake 
Waramaug State Park.

 Plans to bring the pond 
back into working order 
have been in the works for 
years with ample public 
support. The town sent out 
an RFP for its restoration 
late last year, but it was re-
pealed due to complications 
with federal funds for the 
project.

 Since then, officials 
have shifted their ap-
proach, opting to bring on 
Meriden-based Cardinal 
Engineering to survey the 
site and develop a master 
plan for the park, meant to 
guide the swimming pond 
restoration and the longer 
term projects. Part of the 
plan will be bringing the 
park’s facilities, which span 
somewhat rugged terrain 
below a steep hillside, up to 

compliance with the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act, 
a requirement in public 
parks.

“This is where the mon-
ey is well spent,” Cermola 
said, though he noted it will 
be a significant undertak-
ing. “This is a million dollar 
project,” he predicted.

 While the foundational 
structure may be more in-
tact than some had feared, 
the finished product may 
look quite different to 
what’s there now. 

The general shape of the 
pond is subject to change, 
said Parks and Rec. Di-
rector Matt Frasher as he 
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Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Think Local: We Do

MILLERTON — Marilyn 
Josephine Kay (Masterson), 
93, whose life was 
characterized by 
a quiet strength, 
graceful and cheer-
ful presence, en-
during athleticism 
and an abiding 
community spir-
it, passed away 
peacefully on June 
11, 2026, in Min-
neapolis, Minneso-
ta. A long-time resident of 
Millerton, New York with 
her late husband and local 
veterinarian Kent Kay, DVM, 
Marilyn spent her final years 
surrounded by the love and 
care of her Minnesota family.

Born Feb.19, 1933, in 
New York City, Marilyn was 
the youngest of four daugh-
ters. Raised by a single moth-
er, Marilyn learned early on 
the values of independence 
and determination—traits 
that would define her entire 
life. She excelled academical-
ly and athletically, attending 
Hunter College and chan-
neling her passion for move-
ment into work as a physical 
education teacher.

Marilyn’s life took a beau-
tiful turn when she married 
her husband, Kent Kay, 
DVM, a young man she had 
grown up with in New York 
City. Together, they made the 
bold choice to leave the city 
for a quieter life in upstate 
New York. Settling in the 
small town of Millerton, they 
built a vibrant, full life to-
gether, including a successful 
small town veterinary prac-
tice serving the surrounding 
dairy farms. Kent attended to 
the animals while Marilyn 
served as office manager and 
ran the business, all while 
balancing raising four sons. 
The boys worked in the clinic 
at an early age, growing up in 
a lively household surround-
ed by animals, both large 
(Sweetheart, a St. Bernard) 
and small (Charlie, a stray 
chihuahua), that became fast 

friends.
Marilyn also believed in 

showing up for 
her community. 
She and Kent were 
pillars of their his-
toric local church, 
St. John in the Wil-
derness in Copake 
Falls, New York. 
Whether she was 
lending her voice 
to the choir, serv-
ing on the vestry, 

or helping with church op-
erations, Marilyn’s faith was 
always paired with action.

A PE teacher at heart 
until the very end, Marilyn 
was happiest when she was 
moving. She shared her love 
of the water by teaching 
swimming and lifesaving. 
She was an accomplished 
skier, an avid walker in her 
later years, and a fierce, 
competitive tennis player 
who could still command a 
court in her 80s. Additional-
ly, according to family lore, 
she was a champion napper 
and could catch a few winks 
when needed, anytime and 
anywhere, including the New 
York subway where she never 
missed her stop.

Marilyn was predeceased 
by her husband of 68 years, 
Kent, and her son Timothy. 
She is survived by sons Chris-
topher Kay of New York, 
New York, Eugene (Jane) 
Kay of Plymouth, Minnesota, 
and Clinton Kay of Boulder, 
Colorado; daughter-in-law 
Melanie Kay of Millerton, 
wife of her late son Timothy. 
Grandchildren include Emi-
ly, Jessie, Alexander, Alycia, 
Gabrielle and Genevieve Kay, 
and a great-grandson, Atlas.

Arrangements are being 
made by Peck & Peck, Copa-
ke, N.Y. A memorial service 
is planned for the fall in Co-
pake Falls, N.Y. Memorials 
may be given to Church of 
St. John in the Wilderness, 
P.O. Box 180, Copake Falls, 
N.Y. 12517, or to the Animal 
Humane Society.

MILLBROOK — Natacha 
(Nathalie) Kondratiev was 
born on August 4 
1960 in New York 
City. She grew up, 
with her five sib-
lings, in Flushing, 
NY. Natacha went 
to school at the 
Lycée Français in 
New York City. She 
spent many sum-
mers in France 
with her family 
where she was able to in-
dulge her love of horses dai-
ly, almost to the exclusion 
of all else. She loved horses 
from early childhood, and 
that love dominated her life 
until the very end.

Natacha went to NYU 
with the intention of study-
ing for a degree in veteri-
nary medicine but switched 
majors and received a BA in 
French. She continued her 
love for horses in her late 
teens by taking riding les-
sons from professionals at 
Waterfall Farm in Danbury, 
Connecticut. When Paul 
Okolowicz moved Waterfall 
Farm to North Mabbettsville 
Road in the Millbrook Hunt 
Country, Natacha followed 
him there, eventually be-
coming employed as groom 
and riding instructor.

When Waterfall Farm 
ceased operations after many 
years, Natacha’s reputation 
as a reliable and caring 
horsewoman was such that 
she had many offers to work 
in other Millbrook barns. 
She worked for Dr. David 

Hammond’s veterinary 
practice as a foal watcher as 

a supplement to 
her barn duties at 
the various stables 
in the area.

Natacha also 
gave her love to the 
beagles and bassets 
of the Sandanona 
Harehounds. She 
lived for many of 
her last years at the 
Thorndale kennels, 

feeding and looking after the 
fifty hounds that lived there 
two. She was quick to adopt 
old beagles from the pack, 
giving them a homeplace for 
the remainder of their days.

When not caring for 
horses and hounds, Natacha 
could be found immersed in 
the stories of fiction and fact 
that tantalized her curious 
mind. She was an avid read-
er and friends knew that a 
gift card at the local Merritt 
Book Shop was always wel-
come.

For the last decade of her 
life, Natacha was plagued 
with severe heart ailments 
and other health problems. 
She persevered with good 
humor and courage until her 
body could no longer keep 
her soul and spirit within. 
Natacha died in Vassar Hos-
pital, with her siblings beside 
her, on Saturday, February 
21, 2026.

A private burial service 
for the family was held at St. 
Peter’s Cemetery, Lithgow, 
Millbrook, NY, on Tuesday 
June 24th, 2026.

Harwinton — Jeremiah 
Joseph Larsen, 44, of 274 
Litchfield Rd. died Sunday 
June 14, 2026 at the Yale New 
Haven Health Center in New 
Haven.  Jeremiah was born 
May 9, 1982 in Bristol, CT.  
He was the son of Jeffrey L. 
and Ruth M. (Wilkinson) 
Larsen of Harwinton, CT

Jeremiah graduated from 
Lewis Mills High School in 
Burlington.  He worked for 
several local landscapers 
in the Northwest Corner 
including Leno’s Lawn Ser-
vice, Green Acres Land-
scaping and most recently 
Paul Kaminski Landscape 
Management in Harwin-
ton.  Jeremiah was an avid 
hunter and fisherman.  He 
loved spending time with his 
two sons, Hayden and Finn 
Larsen, of East Canaan, CT 
and extended family.  He and 
his ex-wife Jessica Strattman 
continued to work closely to 

provide the best for Hayden 
and Finn. Jeremiah also was 
known for his love of cutting 
grass.

In addition to his parents 
and sons Jeremiah is survived 
by his brother Zachariah W. 
Larsen and his fiancée, Mar-
cie Perswald both of Bristol, 
CT and Zachariah’s daughter 
Skyla Larsen of Norfolk, CT 
along with numerous aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

Funeral services will 
be held on Thursday June 
25, 2026 from 11:00 am 
until 12:30 pm in the 
Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home 118 Main St. North 
Canaan, CT 06018.  We 
will then process to Hillside 
Cemetery in East Canaan, 
CT for a graveside service 
1:00 PM.  Memorial dona-
tion may be sent to Hayden 
and Finn Fund 274 Litchfield 
Rd. Harwinton, CT 06791.

MILLERTON — Donald 
Harry Duncan, 78, a lifelong 
area resident died peacefully 
on Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at 
his home in Millerton, NY, 
surrounded by his loving 
family. Beloved husband of 
Sharon E. (Drake) Duncan 
and loving father of Bruce, 
Alex and Steven Duncan, 
adored grandfather of Syd-
ney, Chelsea, Bailey, Gabriel, 
Ariana, Braeden and Tony 
and caring brother of Patri-
cia Flood and James Duncan.

Visitation will be held on 
Wednesday July 1, 2026 from 
11am to 12pm at South Ame-
nia Presbyterian Church, 229 
South Amenia Road, Was-
saic, NY 12592. A funeral 

service will begin at 12pm 
at South Amenia Presbyte-
rian Church. Reverend Zora 
Cheatham will officiate. A 
communal reception in Don’s 
honor will be held immedi-
ately following the service 
in the fellowship hall next 
door to the church. Burial 
at Irondale Cemetery will 
take place in the future. To 
send an online condolence 
to the family, flowers to the 
service or to plant a tree in 
Don’s memory, please visit 
www.conklinfuneralhome.
com Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Scott D. 
Conklin Funeral Home, 37 
Park Avenue, Millerton, NY 
12546.

Marilyn Josephine Kay

Natacha (Nathalie) Kondratiev Jeremiah Joseph Larsen

Donald Harry Duncan
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Worship Services
Week of June 28, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gates

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!

Kent monument move awaits further detail
By Alec Linden

KENT – For a second 
time, the Board of Select-
men tabled a proposal to 
move the Kent Veterans 
Monument from its current 
position next to the Swift 
House to Town Hall during 
a June 16 meeting, citing a 
need for more information.

Marty Lindenmayer, 
former first selectman and 
a member of the Kent Vet-
erans Memorial Advisory 
Committee, outlined the 
plans to the BOS, explain-
ing that the move is intend-
ed to place the commem-
orative plaza in what he 
described as a more con-
venient and serene location.

 “Every event, every 
celebration and every rec-
ognition we do there is in-
terrupted with Route 341 
traffic,” he said, noting that 
tree growth and a lack of 
parking have also caused 
issues.

 Currently located just 
east of the historic Swift 
House building on Route 
341, the proposal would 
reposition the monument 

to a grassy area between the 
western facade of Town Hall 
and Kent Green Boulevard. 
The plan was approved by 
the Veterans Memorial Ad-
visory Committee on May 
15, but must receive the 
selectmen’s endorsement 
before it can move forward.

 The monument was 
installed at its current site 
in 2009, and contains five 
plaques honoring soldiers 
who served in World War 
II, the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War, as well as 
additional military opera-
tions in Lebanon, Grenada, 
Panama, Operation Desert 
Storm and the broader Gulf 
War era. Lindenmayer said 
that it was the only option 
presented to the Commit-
tee at that point and that 
the time has come to re-
home the monument in a 
location “more available to 
the townspeople and more 
presentable than where it 
is now.”

 In an initial letter to 
the BOS on May 22, Lin-
denmayer noted that mov-
ing the monument would 
also disentangle it from 

the Swift House, which 
faces an uncertain future 
as a municipally-owned 
property.

 The selectmen’s reac-
tions to the proposal have 
been lukewarm. First Se-
lectman Eric Epstein noted 
at both the June 16 meet-
ing and a May 28 special 
meeting that residents 
had reached out with sev-
eral concerns, including a 
lack of public input on the 
plans.

 Selectman Lynn Worth-
ington put her thoughts 
more bluntly: “I fear that 
it is just a few people that 
are against the Swift House 
and are using this as an-
other opportunity to have 
another reason why we 
shouldn’t have the Swift 
House,” she said during the 
May 28 meeting.

 “The reasons that they’re 
giving for moving it just 
don’t make a lot of sense to 
me,” she added, noting her 
skepticism that the Town 
Hall location would draw 
more pedestrians than on 
“one of the two major roads 
of our town.” Worthington 

also advocated for a public 
forum on the issue.

 At the June 16 meeting, 
Epstein asked Lindenmayer 
to return with elevation and 
layout drawings for the pro-
posed site before the Board 
could issue any decision.

 Lindenmayer reported 
that the project price was 
estimated between $7,500 
and $8,000 dollars with 
some volunteer prep work 
on the site, and that the Vet-
erans Memorial Committee 
and American Legion Post 
were fundraising to offset 
costs.

 He said a new monu-
ment for 44 veterans of the 
Revolutionary War from 
town, confirmed by both 
the Historical Society and 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, had already 
been commissioned by the 
Legion, and is intended to 
be ready for viewing in time 
for July 4 celebrations. Ulti-
mately, it is intended to join 
the five other plaques at the 
Veterans Monument.

 “In conjunction with 
the 250th, I think it’s a great 
way to go forward,” he said.
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� anks to community and volunteers for Fix-it

Guest 
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Jeff JoyceThe Retired 

Investor
Bill Schmick

� e organizers of the sec-
ond annual Salisbury Fix-it 
Pop-Up would like to thank 
the community and the vol-
unteers for making this year’s 
event a wonderful commu-
nity building event. On May 
23, over seventy people at-
tended with over 100 items 
in need of repair. Our skilled 
volunteers - Paul Bascik, 
Rob Buccino, Arthur Fort, 

Angela Lomanto, Shepherd 
Myers, Pastor John Nelson, 
Karin Noyes, Bob Palmer, 
Pat Palmer, Barbara Reeves 
and Steven Wolf - worked 
diligently to repair as many 
items as possible. A shout out 
to Karen Vrotsos for promo-
tional emails and scheduling 
through the library and Sar-
ah Curtis for assisting with 
registrations. � ank you to 

Barbara Bettigole and the 
Salisbury/Sharon Trans-
fer Station for supporting 
the signage around town. 
� ank you to the Congrega-
tional Church of Salisbury 
for the use of the parish hall. 
� ank you to the Lakeville 
Journal for putting our event 
in your events calendar and 
for printing Patrick Sulli-
van’s photo and article that 

appeared in the May 28 issue 
of � e Lakeville Journal.
� ank you,
From the Organizers:

Angela Lomanto 
and Pat Palmer, 

the Congregational 
Church of Salisbury

Karen Vrotsos, Scoville 
Memorial Library

Barbara Bettigole, TRAC 
(Transfer Station Recycling 

Advisory Committee)

THIS WEEK
Summer is here, bringing long days, local 

events, gardens, lake time, family visits and, 
for some, a chance to slow down.

What are you looking forward to this summer? Is there 
a place you plan to visit, a restaurant you want to try, 

a show or concert you hope to see, a trail you want 
to explore or a summer tradition you never miss?

Send your responses to social@lakevillejournal.
com by Monday, June 29 at 10 a.m. or 
comment on Facebook or Instagram.

We’ll publish a selection in next week’s paper. 

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION
Should communities hold on to � reworks, 

embrace drone shows or � nd room for both?

“Ask the dogs …”
— Heron Hill

“� is is a tough question. Drone shows are much more 
expensive and mostly una� ordable to small towns who 
have yearly traditions of � reworks. However, � reworks 

really aren’t good for multiple reasons, including 
the environment, wildlife and our Veterans. Wish 
there was a happy-medium like a silent � rework!”

— Jessie Lawrence, Canaan

“Perhaps instead of each individual town igniting � reworks 
we could combine resources for a regional drone show. It’s 

way past time we should take climate action & consider 
air quality & e� ects on animals & humans with PTSD.”

— Lisa Palmer

“Prefer drone shows. Safer and quieter. 
Drought conditions, wildlife, vets and � rst 

responders with PTS and anxious pets.”
— Chloe Keyzn
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Opinion

America’s 250th anniversary
Ihave a small but real 

connection to America’s 
250th birthday.
My six-times-removed 

great-grandfather, Elijah 
Joyce (1752-1804, b. Char-
lotte County, Virginia, d. 
Guilford County, North 
Carolina) fought the British 
as a Private in the Guilford 
County North Carolina Mili-
tia under Captain Alexander 
Hunter. He was at the Battle 
at Moore’s Creek Bridge, Feb-
ruary 27, 1776, the � rst of the 
Revolutionary War in North 
Carolina. I do not know 
how much combat action 
he saw there. � is brief but 
important battle e� ectively 
ended Royal rule in North 
Carolina (“First in Freedom” 
is the slogan on NC license 
plates). Elijah’s Continental 
Army pension stubs are in 
the State Archives in Raleigh.

I don’t take inordinate 
personal pride in this knowl-
edge, but it is interesting. I 
can’t really know how Elijah 
viewed his service. It may be 
unfair to judge an ancestor’s 
actions through our knowl-
edge of subsequent history. 
I suspect he knew Patrick 
Henry, as they were neigh-
boring landowners in Virgin-
ia. I imagine Elijah scorned 
the British, given the bad 
treatment they had given his 
ancestors in the lowlands of 
Scotland and later in Ireland. 
Perhaps he wanted ‘the En-
glish’ just to get out of his im-
migrant father’s new home 
land. Elijah did not die in the 
� ght for Independence, but 
probably of natural causes 
years later. He is likely buried 
somewhere on the land his 
father purchased along the 
Mayo River in North Caro-
lina, but the exact location of 
his grave is not known. I do 
not know if he was wound-
ed in battle. I will note and 
remember the man named 
Crispus Attucks (of both 
African and Wampanoag 
descent), the � rst person 
killed in confrontation at the 
Boston Massacre, and many 
Patriots a� er.

Branches of my family tree 
in America reach back to the 
1640s in Virginia. Some peo-
ple would call me a ‘Heritage 
American,’ a term I have no 
use for. � ere were already 

people from West Africa in 
the same colony who had 
arrived as early as 1619, in 
chains. And of course, there 
were the Powhatan, who had 
lived on that same land for 
perhaps 12,000 years.

Part of Elijah’s mili-
tary service under Captain 
Hunter, perhaps the major 
part, involved attacks on the 
Cherokee (Tsalagi) people 
of western North Carolina. 
In response to colonist up-
risings the British encour-
aged Native tribes to attack 
white settlements in western 
North Carolina, and then 
abandoned the tribes. Patri-
ot militia retaliated against 
the tribes in the summer 
of 1776. In the 18th centu-
ry, the Tsalagi Nation was 
huge, stretching across what 
is now western North Caro-

lina, South Carolina, Tennes-
see, and Georgia. � e Tsalagi 
were a highly developed so-
ciety with a complex knowl-
edge of their own history, 
language (Kituwah), and 
spiritual practice. � e near 
complete extermination of 
this civilization by European 
settlers was a crime against 
humanity, a stain on our cul-
ture. Much as we might wish, 
we cannot change that histo-
ry, but we should not forget 
it happened. 

Now, here we are, Amer-
icans. Descendants of the 
Tsalagi, Mohican. Bantu, 
Igbo, Ashanti. Scots. Irish. 
Jews. Maya. Spanish. French 
Huguenots. Filipinos. Viet-
namese. And many more. 

� e battle for indepen-
dence we still must � ght is 
the one against any notion 
that we not one people. Now, 
perhaps more than ever be-
fore in our history we need 
to act in solidarity.

Je�  Joyce is an artist who 
lives in Sharon.

Does declining immigration 
mean growing employment?
The immigration pol-

icies of the Trump 
administration may 

have some unexpected con-
sequences in an era when 
Baby Boomers are leaving 
the workforce. Couple that 
with the AI boom, and we 
may be in for decades of low-
er productivity and a declin-
ing workforce.

Illegal immigration has 
already fallen by over 80% 
since Trump took o�  ce, 
while legal asylum seek-
ers entering the U.S. has 
dropped by 99.9%, accord-
ing to the Cato Institute. � e 
reduction in legal immigrant 
entry have also been e� ective 
and are 2.5 times lower than 
illegal entries.

Last week the Republican 
House passed an additional 
$70 billion in spending for 
an immigration crackdown 
bill. � ey passed their bill by 
2 votes. Now the legislation 
moved on to the Senate. � e 
money will fund immigra-
tion enforcement. Clearly, 
the war on immigration 
continues.

In retrospect, today’s 
anti-immigration policies 
collides with one of the en-
during American myths; that 
of the ‘melting pot.’ It was a 
cornerstone of American 
identity for decades. With-
out immigrants, so the sto-
ry goes, there would be no 
United States. In one sense 
that is true, since the only in-
habitants of North America 
in the time of the colonies 
were native Americans.

Although America’s pop-
ulation makes up about 4% of 
the world’s total, it accounts 
for 17% of all international 
migrants. As of 2023, more 
than 47.8 million immigrants 
lived in the U.S. � at was the 
largest absolute number in 
the nation’s history. � is 
foreign-born population 
accounted for 14.3% of the 
total population, almost 
as high as its 1890 peak of 
14.8%. Historically, when 
immigration numbers have 
reached this level, there has 
been a backlash in attitudes 
towards immigrants.

In past columns, I have 
delved into America’s love/
hate relationship with im-
migrants. As early as 1751, 
Benjamin Franklin worried 
about the number of Ger-
mans “swarming” into the 
colony of Pennsylvania. Suf-
� ce it to say that in the most 
recent presidential election, 
the majority of voters ap-
proved of Donald Trump’s 
anti-immigration rhetoric.

One result of these e� orts 
has been a steep decline in 
U.S. population growth. One 
of the steepest in many years. 
Why does that matter? For 
one thing, lower population 
growth equates to a small-
er workforce over time. � e 
Congressional Budget Of-
� ce had projected that high-
er-than-expected immigra-
tion levels between 2024 and 
2034 would have increased 
U.S. GDP by an estimated $7 
to $8.9 trillion.

� eir analysis, along with 
that of many economists, ar-
gues that immigration was 
vital to economic growth. 
It does so by expanding the 
labor force and boosting 
consumer demand. Today, 
as the number of new immi-
grants decline precipitously 
that rosy view of economic 
growth and productivity is 
no longer a sure thing.

� e analysts at the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank closely 
monitor employment, since 
full employment is one of 
its most important objec-
tives. � is year, they found 
that the monthly job gains 
required to keep unemploy-
ment steady (the breakeven 

rate) have now dwindled to 
near zero. Few economists 
expected to see the results of 
this drop o�  crop up so soon 
in the monthly employment 
� gures. � e immigration 
slowdown seems to be having 
an outsized impact on labor 
force growth.

Normally, a decline in 
job growth would signal an 
economic slowdown, but 
not this time. Employment 
growth has been anemic, and 
yet GDP growth has forged 
ahead. � e combination of 
lower immigration, retiring 
Baby Boomers, and the ad-
vent of labor-saving AI is 
impacting job growth but 
not GDP growth, or at least 
not yet.

As for the labor market 
overall and its impact on 
the economy, both the retir-
ing Baby Boomer workforce 
and declining immigration 
do not bode well for produc-
tivity growth. � ere is a hope 
that arti� cial intelligence will 
reverse the hit to productiv-
ity, but others argue that it 
will only do so at the expense 
of labor.

In my next column, I will 
expand on the bene� ts of im-
migration and exactly how 
the lack of it can hurt U.S. 
productivity.

Bill Schmick is a found-
ing partner of Onota Part-
ners, Inc., in the Berkshires.  
Bill’s forecasts and opinions 
are purely his own and do 
not necessarily represent the 
views of Onota Partners Inc.  
None of his commentary is or 
should be considered invest-
ment advice.  Direct your in-
quiries to his website at www.
schmicksretiredinvestor.com. 
Investments in securities are 
not insured, protected or guar-
anteed and may result in loss 
of income and/or principal.
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Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

125 years ago — June 1901
LIME ROCK — A build-

ing burned down here Tues-
day afternoon that was built 
when Lime Rock was young. 
It was the old structure 
standing near the north end 
of the wheel foundry. Years 
ago it was used as a dwelling, 
but of late it has served as a 
store house. A spark from 
the foundry ignited it on the 
roof. A large crowd gathered 
and the new fire hose was 
brought out for the first time. 
James McCusker played an 
inch stream upon the flames 
and pretty much everything 
else in the vicinity, includ-
ing himself, for an hour. The 
old time buildings with oak 
frames do not burn as rap-
idly as the modern balloon 
and this fire was kept under 
control from the start.

With the approach of the 
Fourth comes the danger of 
frightening nervous horses. 
It is all right for the boys to 
burn their powder on that 
day of days but they should 
not get premature and set 
off their fire crackers in the 
streets, before hand. On the 
Fourth horsemen are on the 
lookout for such things but 
at present they are not ex-
pected and a little patience 
and forbearance may prevent 
serious runaways. Any right 
minded person will not in-
dulge in premature celebrat-
ing and all others should be 
made to refrain from it.

The Twin Lakes depot 
was burned to the ground on 
Tuesday morning between 11 
and 12 o’clock. It is thought 
a spark from a locomotive 
started the blaze.

We understand that Judge 
Jerome and Dr. G.L. Hurd ex-
pect their automobiles here 
in the near future. Judge Je-
rome’s machine is operated 
by steam and Dr. Hurd’s by 
the gas explosive system.

Charles Molesphini of 
New York has been spend-
ing a short time in this vil-
lage with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Molesphini. 

He is in this section to rest 
and recuperate, his health 
having been impaired by 
overwork in the capacity of 
court reporter for the Asso-
ciated Press.

100 years ago — June 1926
Henry Ford has again re-

duced the price of his fliv-
vers, and thus increased the 
hazard to life and limb just 
that much more. Outside 
of that fact this is “rattling” 
good news.

Frank C. Bartle is building 
a new barn at his place on 
Bostwick Hill.

No, dear reader, there is 
no truth in the statement that 
the new bathing suits will be 
made of fig leaves. At least 
not yet awhile — possibly 
later on.

LIME ROCK — Mr. Sa-
lem is having a well drilled 
on his place.

Fireworks of all kinds are 
on sale at the home of George 
Parsons. Telephone orders 
taken care of.

50 years ago — June 1976
Ralph Ingersoll Scoville 

of Cornwall was pacing me-
thodically toward the awards 
table, one of 160 Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School 
graduates receiving diplomas 
during last Thursday’s com-
mencement exercises. The 
student in front of him ac-
cepted a diploma. Then the 
organist played a fanfare. “La-
dies and gentlemen,” intoned 
Principal Edward M. Kirby 
over the public address sys-
tem, ...”with distinction, the 
4000th graduate of Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School, Ralph Ingersoll Sco-
ville.” HVRHS board chair-
man Adela Eads then handed 
the surprised Mr. Scoville his 
diploma while the crowd of 
1,000 applauded.

According to the Con-
necticut Extension Service, 
the canning lid crisis of 1975 
will not be repeated this year. 
But two Tri-State area busi-

nesses asked this week had 
no lids to sell, and no assur-
ances of receiving any in the 
near future. Out of the other 
six businesses questioned, 
four said they had plenty of 
lids available, and two said 
they had some, but were ra-
tioning them.

SALISBURY — A set of 
silhouettes of an old-time 
Salisbury family, discovered 
by chance in a 1904 Con-
necticut magazine, may be 
seen in one of the houses fea-
tured on the coming week-
end’s tour of historic homes 
and sites. The Camp-Ball 
house on Under Mountain 
Road now belongs to George 
Gillette, who believes it to be 
the oldest home in the town. 
The silhouettes are of Thomas 
Ball and his wife, Lois Camp 
Ball, and their six children, 
Maria, Robert, Sally, Emily, 
Caroline and James. Mrs. Ball 
was the daughter of Deacon 
Hezekiah Camp, who had 
built the house in 1746 and 
members of the Ball family 
occupied the home for more 
than 100 years. Robert Ball 
increased the holdings from 
500 to nearly 900 acres, in-
cluding the Lee farm across 
the road. The property was 
inherited by Robert’s daugh-
ters, with the Camp-Ball land 
going to Edith (Mrs. George 
Clark) and the Lee farm to 
Mary (Mrs. Donald Warner).

The Canaan Fire Compa-
ny proudly displayed its spa-
cious new quarters Sunday 
afternoon as it invited the 
public to inspect the new 
firehouse at the intersection 
of routes 44 and 7.

FALLS VILLAGE — Two 
men hired to perambulate 
the borders of Falls Village 
completed their long walk 
over three days last week-
end, locating all but two of 
the town’s boundary markers. 
Howard Reed, a teacher at 
Lee H. Kellogg School, said 
he and fellow teacher David 
Parmelee traversed the dis-
tance on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, locating 14 of the 
markers. Reed said that the 

Guest 
Commentary
James Speyer

The greatest game ever played?
This year’s NBA Finals, 

in which the New 
York Knicks beat the 

San Antonio Spurs to end 
a 53-year championship 
drought, was tense and tight 
throughout. Game Four, in 
which the Knicks overcame 
a 29-point second half deficit 
to win 107-106, is universally 
acknowledged to be the mas-
terpiece of the series. But it 
was more than that: it was 
the greatest game ever played 
in the history of American 
team sports. 

That’s a bold statement, 
for sure. But I don’t believe 
I’m suffering from recency 
bias. Nor am I saying this 
because I’m a 66-year-old 
lifelong Knicks fan who was 
wrapping up junior high 
school when they last won 
the title. Hear me out:

A truly great game re-
quires the coming together 
of several elements. First, the 
stakes must be high, which 
eliminates games played 
during the regular season 
no matter how extraordi-
nary they are. Playoff games 
are a must, preferably in the 
championship round. 

Second, the drama must 
be of the highest order, which 
usually involves overcoming 
seemingly insurmountable 
odds in the form of a mas-
sive comeback. High drama 
certainly can come in other 
forms, such as Don Larsen’s 
perfect game in the 1956 
World Series or Wilt Cham-
berlain’s 100-point game in 
1962, but those are superla-
tive individual achievements. 
What most sports fans con-
sider a great game usually 
involves a thrilling team 
comeback. 

Third, a great game 
should have an iconic, sig-
nature play, such as Bobby 
Thomson’s bottom-of-the-
ninth home run to beat the 
Dodgers and advance to the 
1951 World Series, or LeBron 
James’s full-court rundown 
to block Andre Iguodala’s 
layup to win the 2016 NBA 
Finals.  

Game Four had it all. 
The stakes were massive. A 
Knicks win would put them 
up 3-1 in the series and in the 
catbird seat, given that only 
one team had ever come back 
from a 3-1 deficit to win the 
Finals. A Spurs win would, 
after their Game Three win, 
even the series at 2-2 and 
return the momentum and 
home-court advantage to 
them. To be sure, it was not 
an elimination game for ei-
ther team. But it was criti-
cally important. 

The comeback was in-
sane. The Knicks were get-
ting demolished. The Spurs 
were unstoppable. They 
made fourteen threes in the 
first half, a Finals record for 
any half. They led 76-49 at 
the half, the most first-half 
points ever scored by a road 
team in a Finals game. They 
led by 29 at the 9:40 mark of 
the third quarter. During the 
entire 2025-26 regular season 
and playoffs, no team had 
overcome a 29-point deficit, 
at any point in the game. At 
that point, the Knicks had a 
0.4% shot at winning. 

And then it happened, 
slowly at first, with the 
Knicks chipping away — hit-
ting singles, as Jalen Brunson 
said after the game. By 9:33 
of the fourth quarter they 
had cut nine points off the 
lead— but they were still 
down by 20, and still had 
only a 0.4% chance to win. In 
the last thirty years of playoff 
basketball, teams other than 
the Knicks were 3-751 when 

down by 20 or more in the 
fourth quarter. 

In the next nine minutes 
the Knicks erased all but a 
point off the lead. And with 
two seconds remaining, 
OG Anunoby capped it all 
off with the greatest single 
play in Knicks history. In 
an astonishing display of 
athleticism and grace un-
der pressure, OG swooped 
in from beyond the three-
point line, soared over two 
Spurs defenders, and tipped 
in Jalen Brunson’s missed 
three-pointer for the win. 
The degree of difficulty was 
off the charts.

In that moment millions 
of hyperventilating Knicks 
fans lost their minds. 

The Tip, as the play will 
forever be known, was, in 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s elo-
quent words, “as beautiful an 
encapsulation of the majesty 
of sports as anything you’re 
ever likely to see. The seem-
ingly impossible happened.”

The Tip completed the 
greatest comeback in NBA 
Finals history and the second 
greatest comeback in NBA 
playoff history (after the Clip-

pers’ 31-point third-quarter 
comeback in the first round 
of the 2019 playoffs). 

So there you have it: su-
per-high stakes, an unprec-
edented comeback, and 
the most unforgettable of 
game-winning plays. Can 
any other game match that?

I don’t think so. Let’s look 
at some of the usual contend-
ers. 

The 1951 Giants game 
ending with Bobby Thom-
son’s home run — “the shot 
heard round the world” — 
was perhaps the most famous 
baseball game ever played. 
But that was not a World 
Series game (it was a playoff 
game to decide the National 
League championship), he 
hit it with one out, not two, 
and it helped the Giants over-
come a three-run ninth-in-
ning deficit — impressive 
but not in the same league 
as surmounting a 29-point 
disadvantage. What’s more, 
it was a pop fly that traveled 
just 315 feet — dramatic for 
sure, but not comparable to 
the stunning magnificence of 
OG’s play. 

Tom Brady’s Patriots 
overcame a second-half 28-3 
deficit to win the 2017 Super 
Bowl: the greatest comeback 
ever to win the champion-
ship. But it lacked an iconic 
last second, score-flipping, 
game-winning moment. 

The helmet catch — David 
Tyree’s unbelievable grab of 
Eli Manning’s desperation 
pass to sustain the drive that 
allowed the New York Giants 
to beat the hitherto-unde-
feated Patriots in the 2008 
Super Bowl — was amaz-
ing, but that game involved 
nothing like the Knicks’ 
comeback. 

Game Six of the 1986 
World Series is also a good 
contender, since it was an 

A7A7

Realtor® at Large

With regards to how CT as 
a state ranks in creating 
affordable housing, the answer 
is that it is mixed. On one hand, 
CT is at the top in new housing 
permits, but on the other, 
CT ranks 46th nationally for 
affordable housing availability 
per an article in CT Insider. 
The reasons are that CT “faces 
structural challenges such as 
high prices, constrained land, 
restrictive zoning, and building 
costs that far outpace what 
middle-income buyers can 
afford.” For more information, 
please visit: www.ctinsider.com/
realestate/article/connecticut-
46th-affordable-housing-realtor-
com-22305476.php
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Viewpoint

search took them through 
wooded areas and over 
ledges. Many of the mark-
ers were only piles of stone, 
many hidden by overgrowth. 
The men failed to find the 
markers at the Canaan, Falls 
Village and Norfolk corners 
and the Cornwall, Norfolk 
and Falls Village intersection. 
These markers may be hid-
den by bushes and the loca-
tions may have to be visited 
again.

NORFOLK — Mary 
Welz of Norfolk joined oth-
er Democratic Town Com-
mittee chairmen from the 
8th Senatorial District and 
members of the State Central 
Committee Wednesday for a 
luncheon at the Governor’s 
residence as guests of Gov. 
Ella T. Grasso.

Joseph Hamzy and Ted 
Daalhuyzen helped mem-
bers of the Geer staff take 
three residents on a fishing 
trip recently. The fish were 
caught at Camp Freedman 
in Falls Village and cooked 
at the Salisbury Town Grove.

25 years ago — June 2001
SHARON — Patricia 

Chamberlain has kept a tis-
sue box nearby during her 
last week as Sharon Center 
School principal. An open 
house was held Sunday af-
ternoon in the school cafe-
teria for those wishing to say 
goodbye and offer congratu-
lations to the 12-year prin-
cipal, who will assume the 
duties of Region 1 assistant 
superintendent July 2.

FALLS VILLAGE — 
When the Housatonic Valley 
Regional boys’ tennis team 
takes the court for the start 
of the 2002 season, it will do 
so without the leadership of 
the man who has guided the 
program from the first day 
of its existence. Russ Cow-
ard of Salisbury, known as 
“Doc” to students and play-
ers, has stepped down from 
the head coaching position 
of the Mountaineers netmen 
after guiding the squad since 
its initial season of competi-
tion in 1989.

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping the 
original wording intact as pos-
sible.

elimination game for the 
Mets and they came back in 
the bottom of the tenth with 
two outs, no one on base and 
losing 5-3.  But they won that 
game on a wild pitch and the 
famous Bill Buckner error, 
and it’s hard to say that a 
game ending on miscues 
should be considered the 
greatest game ever. 

Sports fans are a dispu-
tatious lot, and I’m certain 
good arguments can and will 

be put forth for other wor-
thy contenders that I haven’t 
even mentioned. But right 
now nothing else comes to 
mind. So I’m just going to say 
it (again): the greatest game 
ever played in the history of 
American team sports took 
place in New York City at 
Madison Square Garden, 
the Mecca of hoops, on June 
10, 2026.

James Speyer lives in Sha-
ron. He is very happy.

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

The days are in bloom



By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE – Con-
necticut storyteller Denise 
Manning Keyes Page spoke 
at the Center on Main on 
Saturday, June 20, engaging 
an audience with the first 
two parts of her trilogy, 
“Legacy of a Wealthy Slave,” 
which traces her journey to 
learn about her ancestors 
and family history. 

 Page described herself as 
a storyteller, which she said 
is different from writing a 
memoir or delivering a lec-
ture. Storytelling is perfor-
mance, she said, and brings 
information to life.

In that spirit, she opened 
with the first installment of 
her trilogy, Midnight Ma-
riah, assuming the voice of 
her late mother, Dorothy, 
and transporting the audi-
ence to a small, dark room 
in 1927.

As a young girl, Dor-
othy lay awake, fright-
ened. Her mother – Page’s 
grandmother – was battling 
breast cancer, and Dorothy 
listened for the sound of her 
breathing, just to know she 
was still alive.

Then a train that regular-
ly passed through at night, 
known to Dorothy as “Mid-
night Mariah,” approached.

The beds began to rock 
and sway, a big bright light 
filled the dark room, and 

the train’s horn pierced the 
darkness.

“Mommy, did you hear 
her?” she asked. 

“Yes, Dorothy,” her 
mother replied weakly. 
“Now you must get some 
sleep.”

The story served as more 
than a childhood memo-
ry of her mother’s. It also 
illustrated how little Dor-
othy knew about earlier 
generations of her family, 
in particular her great-
great grandfather, Alfred 
C. Manning, who had been 
enslaved in North Carolina 
and worked as a ship car-
penter before the Civil War.

According to Page, Man-
ning eventually purchased 
his freedom and moved to 
New Haven, where she said 
he secured a patent for a de-
vice used to dock ships. His 
invention was successful, 
and he sent two of his sons 
to Yale University. 

Page said she spent de-
cades asking her mother 
for stories about the fam-
ily. It was only at the end 
of Dorothy’s life that she 
mentioned an uncle and 
an aunt.

Page recalled that in 
2002, she was seized by a 
sudden urge to go visit her 
mother and try once again 
to glean information about 
her ancestors.

Page attributed this urge 

Storyteller shares ‘Legacy of a 
Wealthy Slave’ at Center on Main 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Denise Manning Keyes Page presents Legacy of a Wealthy Slave in Falls Village June 20. 
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Here’s how the money will be spent
 

Investing in how the news reaches you 
We’re expanding our digital reach, publishing 
online throughout the week, and offering 
several highly popular newsletters.

 
Expanded enterprise and lifestyle reporting   
With a new Executive Editor, we are strengthening our 
newsroom, producing enterprise reporting on major 
issues and expanding our coverage of the arts and 
community events in the re-designed Compass section.

 
Investing in future talent 
We revived the school newspaper and journalism programs 
at Housatonic Valley Regional High School, and plan to 
do the same at high schools in our New York coverage 
area.  And for the fourth year, we will continue our paid 
summer internship program for college students.

 
Publishing more prize-winning reporting 
The Lakeville Journal earned multiple awards from the New 
England Newspaper & Press Association, including First 
Place for Natalia Zukerman’s “Bearing Witness at Auschwitz,” 
a powerful story about memory and responsibility.

 
Yes, the future of local news for our community is 
promising—but not guaranteed. Please join us. Every 
dollar you give—up to $75,000—will be matched.

Together, we’re building the future of local news.

Local Matters
THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL | THE MILLERTON NEWS

All donations to LJMN Media, Inc., a 501(c)(3),  
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

To Donate
Please go to LakevilleJournal.com/donate

or mail a check to 
LJMN Media, Inc., 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Scan to Donate

But we still need your help  
to build the future.  

If we don’t grow, we 
won’t survive.

To help guarantee the future, members of our 
board are offering an urgent  

$75,000 matching challenge through June 30.  
Every dollar you give up to $75,000  

will be doubled.

$75,000  
MATCHING 

CHALLENGE 
THE GOOD NEWS

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are alive and well and thriving.

Thanks to you, our two local newspapers have DEFIED  
the troubling economic trend that has led to thousands  

of America’s small town newspapers shutting down.

WE ARE AT  
THE FINISH LINE!
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to what she called “the Di-
vine Whisperer.”

During that visit, Doro-
thy mentioned “my father’s 
brother and sister.”

“All my life she told 
me her father was an only 
child,” Page said. 

She theorized that Dor-
othy had suffered a child-
hood trauma that led to 
memory loss or suppressing 
part of the family’s history. 

The second part of the 
performance, The Archi-
vist’s Gift, begins in 2024 
when Charles “Chaz” 
Warner Jr. of Yale contact-
ed Page with information 
about the Manning family 
in Edenton, North Caroli-
na.

At long last, she said, 
pieces of the puzzle began 
to fall into place. 

Research revealed that 
there were three Mannings 
at Yale: John Wesley Man-
ning, Class of 1881; Henry 
Edward Manning, Class of 
1880; and William Edwin 
Manning, Class of 1915.

The story is not com-
plete, Page said, leaving 
audience members want-
ing to learn more. Part three 
about Alfred Manning is 
still in progress.

But Page’s theme is con-
sistent. “It’s not about the 
longing to be free of trau-
ma,” she said. “It’s about the 
longing to be free to be.”

CORNWALL – The sun 
set on both the eighth grade 
graduation ceremony and 
the Class of 2026’s time at 
Cornwall Consolidated 
School on Tuesday, June 16, 
with a lineup of speeches, 
awards and a celebratory 
pizza truck. 

Wearing blue graduation 
gowns and caps adorned 
with gems, drawings and 
personal flair, the class of 
eight received both individu-
al and group accolades from 
school leaders and commu-
nity members. 

CCS principal Leanne 
Maguire reflected on her 
three years with the class, 
saying she had watched the 
students grow from sixth 
graders into confident young 
adults. She said the school’s 
theme, “Out of this Word,” 
was about more than just 
academic success or awards 
– though many were distrib-
uted during the ceremony. 

“A school’s culture doesn’t 
become ‘out of this world’ 
just because of data points 
or awards on the wall,” Ma-

guire said. “It happens be-
cause of the people who set 
the gravity.”

Calling the graduates 
leaders and role models, 
she said, “You have been 
the gravitational pull of our 
school this year. You didn’t 
just hold a title. You built 
genuine, connected rela-
tionships and showed our 
younger students what kind-
ness, inclusion and true lead-
ership look like in action.”

The students’ Troutbeck 
Symposium project was 
highlighted by several speak-
ers, who praised their work 
researching Naomi Kane 
Freeman. 

“You unearthed history 
and brought profound recog-
nition to our town,” Maguire 
said, referencing the section 
of Great Hollow Road that 
was given the honorary des-

ignation of Naomi Freeman 
Historic Road in recognition 
of the woman believed to be 
the first Black landowner in 
Cornwall. She purchased an 
acre of land in 1828, accord-
ing to the Cornwall Histor-
ical Society. Student work 
also led to the placement of 
a headstone for Freeman at 
Calhoun Cemetery. 

Student speakers were 
Halley Villa-Arip and Iza-
bella Francesca Coppola, 
while Tom Brown, Class of 
1970, was the guest speaker 
and delivered humorous and 
poignant remarks. 

The graduates were Claire 
O. Barbosa, Willow B. Ber-
ry, Skylar Corinne Brown, 
Izabella Francesca Coppo-
la, Vivienne Laurie DiRocca, 
Willa Elizabeth Lesch, Fran-
co Aburto Nenen, and Halley 
Villa-Arpi. 

Cornwall Consolidated School graduates 
praised for shining light on local history 

PHOTOS BY ALY MORRISSEY

Eighth-grade graduates at Cornwall Consolidated 
School toss their caps into the air June 16.  



By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE – With 
just two graduating eighth 
graders – Sophia Lynn Dud-
ley and Edith Louise Losh – 
the Lee H. Kellogg Class of 
2026 was small in number 
but left a lasting impression 
on the school, a sentiment 
that echoed throughout the 
graduation ceremony Tues-
day, June 16. 

Principal Andrew Deacon 
said when he took over in the 
middle of the academic year, 
he turned to the two students 
for advice.

“I could not have asked for 
two better leaders,” he said. 
“Instead of guiding them, 
they guided me. Their leader-
ship, heart and unique spirit 
filled the building.” 

The students also reflected 
on their time at Lee H. Kel-
logg school. 

Dudley said that while her 
time at the school is ending, 
she will carry her experience 
with her. 

“I will never have to say 
goodbye to my memories,” 
she said. 

She recalled how her 
friendship with classmate 
Losh grew over the years, 
even when the COVID-19 
pandemic disrupted their 
second grade year with re-
mote learning.

“It was a difficult change 
for our teachers and our 
friends but we made it 
through,” she said. 

Her final piece of advice 

for younger students was to 
“slow down, look around, 
appreciate what life has to 
offer.”

Losh said she also cher-
ishes the memories and the 
stories that go with them, 
and looks forward to her next 
academic adventure. 

“I feel ready to make more 
memories into stories in high 
school,” she said. “You all 
have a chapter in my book.”

Both students received the 
Peter G. Lawson Citizenship 
Award. First Selectman Da-
vid Barger praised the pair 
for their “dedication to the 
community in quiet and in-
sightful ways.”

English teacher Chris-
tine Dascanio praised the 
students' selfless spirits and 
relayed a joke about the pair.

“We can’t be a sandwich 
because there’s nothing be-
tween us!”

Dudley won the Superin-
tendent’s Award, Losh won 
the Connecticut Association 
of Boards of Education Lead-
ership Award, and they both 
won the Presidential Award 
of Educational Excellence.

Two students, one lasting legacy  
at Lee H. Kellogg School

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Edith Louise Losh (left) and 
Sophia Lynn Dudley take 
home awards, diplomas 
June 16.   
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At Meadow Ridge, you can enjoy distinctive features like our stunning three-
story atrium, spacious, elegantly appointed apartment homes, gourmet cuisine, 

enriching programs and a vibrant community set on 136 scenic acres.

With the added confidence of Lifecare and more predictable costs for future 
care, Meadow Ridge offers a fresh perspective on retirement living.

Experience the height 
of senior living.

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care
Sub-Acute Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing 

100 Redding Road | Redding, CT 06896
Managed by Benchmark Senior Living

Schedule your visit.
203-904-2621  |  LifeAtMeadowRidge.com

“The atrium is a beautiful spot to read, enjoy the plants and 
socialize—there’s nearly a party here almost every week.”

— Resident Doug D.
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 SPOTLIGHT

By Aly Morrissey 

KENT – The rain 
stopped and the skies 
cleared just in time for 
Kent Center School’s 
eighth grade graduation 
ceremony, shining light on 
the Class of 2026 as they 
marked a major milestone 
and said goodbye to their 
middle school years. 

Following the ceremo-
ny, families and friends en-
joyed cookies and refresh-

ments while reflecting on 
the occasion on the school 
playground. 

Twenty-three graduates 
took part in the ceremo-
ny, which opened with 
remarks from students 
Olivia Cabrera and Sea-
mus Dietrich, followed by 
a welcome from Principal 
Michelle Mott. 

Graduation essayist 
Nicholas Love shared an 
original reflection on his 
time at the school. 

“KCS has been more 
than just a school,” Love 
said. “It is where friend-
ships were formed and 
memories were created.” 

Alumna Reegan Blore 
returned to KCS to deliv-
er guest remarks before 
Principal Mott and mem-
bers of the Kent Board of 
Education presented di-
plomas to the graduates. 

Earlier in the day, stu-
dents received awards in 
22 different categories. 

Kent Center School eighth graders 
prepare for next chapter

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Kent Center School eighth grader Lyra Wilder receives her diploma with a 
smile on June 16. 

North Canaan grads celebrate next step

PHOTO PROVIDED

North Canaan Elementary School graduates shoot confetti into the air June 15.

By Aly Morrissey 

NORTH CANAAN – 
Twenty-seven students grad-
uated from North Canaan 
Elementary School during 
a ceremony held in front of 
the school Monday, June 15. 
Several students received 
academic awards in subjects 

including English language 
arts (ELA), math and science. 

A highlight of the cere-
mony was a collaborative 
“Where I’m From” presen-
tation. Inspired by the poem 
by George Ella Lyon, each 
graduate wrote a personal 
reflection about the people, 
places, memories and experi-

ences that shaped them. 
The individual pieces 

were woven together into a 
single work celebrating both 
their shared community and 
unique identities. The cere-
mony concluded with the 
class singing “Landslide,” 
accompanied on guitar by 
Taylor Gulotta and Mr. Reed. 



By Ruth Epstein

SHARON – A cheering 
audience gave Sharon Cen-
ter School’s three graduates 
– Gunnar Begley, Layne Be-
man and Nathan MacMillan 
– a warm send-off Wednes-
day evening during the 2026 
eighth grade graduation cer-
emony. 

While many awards were 
presented during the cer-
emony, school officials ac-
knowledged they had a dif-
ficult time choosing among 
the trio, resulting in several 
honors being awarded to all 
three students. 

In her speech, Principal 
Carol Tomkalski recognized 
the small size of the class. 
While many middle schools 
recognize larger graduating 
classes, she said Sharon Cen-
ter School’s class size gave ed-
ucators, friends and families 
an opportunity to celebrate 
something more personal. 

“Three students, three 
unique personalities and 
three different journeys,” she 
said, comparing the gradu-
ates to their favorite game of 
chess.

She noted that chess 
players begin with the same 
pieces, the same opportu-
nities and the same starting 
position, yet no two games 
are the same – just as in life. 
Challenges along the way, she 
said, foster growth and build 
character. 

“Another lesson chess 
teaches is that every move 
matters,” Tomkalski said. 
“Not because every move is 
perfect, but because every 
move creates possibilities. 
You don’t need to know ex-

actly who you will become, 
you simply need to focus on 
making the right move now.”

She also honored the 
students’ initiative to build 
handmade chess tables as 
their legacy gift to the school, 
one that will inspire friend-
ly competition among chess 
enthusiasts for years to come. 

“Future students will 
gather, compete, laugh, con-
nect and build community 
because of the gift you chose 
to leave behind,” she said. 
“That is what a legacy is. Not 
simply something you leave. 
But something that contin-
ues to make a difference after 
you’re gone.”

Each graduate spoke 
briefly about the impact 
Sharon Center School made 
on their lives, citing lessons 
in confidence, treating oth-
ers with kindness and the 
memories that will forever 
be etched in their minds.

All three students re-
ceived the President’s Award 
for Academic Achievement, 
the American Citizenship 
Award, the Sharon Center 
Award, the American Le-
gion Award and the Sharon 
Woman’s Club Arts & Crafts 
Award.

The Ted Christinat Sci-
ence Award went to Mac-
Millan, the Jack “Compo” 
Comporesi Award to Beg-
ley, the Lucia M. Gulino Art 
Award to Beman and the 
Barbara Yohe Math Award 
to MacMillan.

Leonardo Cajilima, a 2022 
graduate of the school and 
the recipient of the Sharon 
Center School Cup Award, 
presented this year’s award 
to MacMillan.

Three students, one 
memorable send-off at 
Sharon Center School 

PHOTO PROVIDED

The three graduates of Sharon Center School's class of 
2026 are from left: Nathan MacMillan, Gunnar Begley 
and Layne Beman. 
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203-759-1466

ACCIDENT, WORK INJURY?
WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK!

Workers’ Compensation  • Personal Injury
Social Security Disability • General Practice

Bethlehem, CT 06751 • 203-266-7040
Call for appointment
373 Prospect St., Torrington, CT 06790
860-489-1878
One Carriage Pl., Waterbury, CT 06702
203-759-1466
Let us get the grey hair!®
www.nicholaslaw.net
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Our Towns

Legal Notice
The Planning & Zoning
Commission of the Town
of Salisbury will hold a
Public Hearing on Special
Permit Application #
2026-0323 by George Jo-
hannesen (Allied Engi-

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF KENT

The first installment of the
Real Estate, Personal
Property, Motor Vehicle
and Motor Vehicle Sup-
plemental tax for the
Grand List of 2025 is due
and payable July 1, 2026.
The first installment of the
Real Estate, Personal
Property, Motor Vehicle
and Motor Vehicle Sup-
plemental tax for the
Grand List of 2025 will

TAX COLLECTOR'S
NOTICE

TOWN OF CANAAN
Pursuant to Sec. 12-145 of
the Connecticut statutes,
the undersigned Tax Col-
lector of the Town of
Canaan gives notice that
she will be ready to receive
Motor Vehicle taxes and
the first installment of
Real Estate & Personal
Property taxes due July 1,
2026 at the Tax Collector's
office in the Canaan Town
Hall, 108 Main St, Falls
Village, CT on Monday's
9am - 12pm. & Thursdays
8am-11am.
Payments must be re-
ceived or postmarked by
August 3, 2026 to avoid
interest.
All taxes remaining un-
paid after August 3, 2026
will be charged interest
from July 1, 2026 at the
rate of 1.5% for each
month elapsing from the
due date of the delinquent
tax to the date of payment,
with a minimum interest
charge of $2.00. Sec.

Tax Collector
Town of Cornwall

The first installment of
real estate, personal prop-
erty as well as motor
vehicle taxes on the Grand
List of October 1, 2025 is
due July 1, 2026.
Payments must be post-
marked by August 3, 2026
to avoid interest. Any tax
bills not paid by August 3,
2026 will be considered
delinquent, and interest
will be charged at the rate
of 1 1/2 % per month and
fraction thereof (including
July). This means that
even if you pay on August
4th , you will be charged
for two months interest. **
No additional bills will be
mailed for second install-
ments. Use the coupon
provided in the July.
CHANGE IN OFFICE
HOURS: Taxes may be
paid at the Tax Office on
Mondays from 1:00 PM to
4:00 PM and Wednesdays
from 9:00 AM to 12:00
PM, or sent by mail,
addressed to: Cornwall
Tax Collector, P.O. Box
97, Cornwall, CT 06753.
The easiest, most conven-
ient, most economical and
most reliable way to pay
your taxes is by electronic
check for a fee of $1.95.
You may also pay your
taxes online with a credit,
debit card as well for a fee.
Visit cornwallct.org/gove
rnment/townoffices.
Rebecca Juchert-Derungs,

CCMC
Tax Collector

06-25-26
07-23-26

12-146
Failure to receive a tax bill
does not relieve the tax-
payer of his/her responsi-
bility for the payment of
taxes or delinquent charg-
es. Sec. 12-130

Rebecca M Juchert-
Derungs,

Tax Collector, CCMC
06-25-26
07-02-26
07-23-26

neering Assoc. Inc.) for a
detached apartment on a
single-family residential
lot at 62 Rocky Lane,
Salisbury, Map 66, Lot 27
per Section 208 of the
Salisbury Zoning Regula-
tions. The owners of the
property are Jeffrey Brav-
in, Naomi Bravin, Linda
Williams, & Wesley Mill-
er. The hearing will be
held on Monday, July 6,
2026 at 6:45 PM. There is
no physical location for
this meeting. This meeting
will be held virtually via
Zoom where interested
persons can listen to &
speak on the matter. The
application, agenda and
meeting instructions will
be listed at www.salisbury
ct.us/agendas/. The appli-
cation materials will be
listed at www.salisburyct
.us/planning-zoning-mee
ting-documents/. Written
comments may be submit-
ted to the Land Use Office,
Salisbury Town Hall, 27
Main Street, P.O. Box 548,
Salisbury, CT or via email
to landuse@salisburyct.us.
Paper copies of the agen-
da, meeting instructions,
and application materials
may be reviewed Monday
through Thursday be-
tween the hours of 8:00
AM and 3:30 PM at the
Land Use Office, Salisbury
Town Hall, 27 Main
Street, Salisbury CT.

Salisbury Planning &
Zoning Commission

Robert Riva, Secretary
06-25-26
07-02-26

Legal Notice
The Planning & Zoning
Commission of the Town
of Salisbury will hold a
Public Hearing on Special
Permit Application #
2026-0323 by George Jo-
hannesen (Allied Engi-
neering Assoc. Inc.) for a
detached apartment on a
single-family residential
lot at 62 Rocky Lane,
Salisbury, Map 66, Lot 27
per Section 208 of the
Salisbury Zoning Regula-
tions. The owners of the
property are Jeffrey Brav-
in, Naomi Bravin, Linda
Williams, & Wesley Mill-
er. The hearing will be
held on Monday, July 6,
2026 at 6:45 PM. There is
no physical location for
this meeting. This meeting
will be held virtually via
Zoom where interested
persons can listen to &
speak on the matter. The
application, agenda and
meeting instructions will
be listed at www.salisbury
ct.us/agendas/. The appli-
cation materials will be
listed at www.salisburyct
.us/planning-zoning-mee
ting-documents/. Written
comments may be submit-
ted to the Land Use Office,
Salisbury Town Hall, 27
Main Street, P.O. Box 548,
Salisbury, CT or via email
to landuse@salisburyct.us.
Paper copies of the agen-
da, meeting instructions,
and application materials
may be reviewed Monday
through Thursday be-
tween the hours of 8:00
AM and 3:30 PM at the
Land Use Office, Salisbury
Town Hall, 27 Main
Street, Salisbury CT.

Salisbury Planning &
Zoning Commission

Robert Riva, Secretary
06-25-26

become delinquent on
Tuesday, August 4, 2026.
As soon as the tax
becomes delinquent, it
shall be subject to interest
at the rate of 1.5% per
month from July 1, 2026
until the same is paid.
Bills may be viewed and
paid online by going to the
Tax Collector's page on
the Town of Kent website
at www.townofkentct.gov.
The Tax Collector's office
will be open from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday.
There is a red drop box
next to the front door of
the Town Hall for pay-
ments.
Payments are also wel-
come through the mail at
P. O. Box 311, Kent,
Connecticut 06757.

Deborah Devaux CCMC
Tax Collector

06-25-26
07-02-26
07-23-26

LEGALS LEGALSLEGALS LEGALS

Salisbury Central School graduates 
urged to 'enjoy the process'

By Patrick L. Sullivan
 

LAKEVILLE – The 38 
members of the Class of 
2026 marked the end of 
their time at Salisbury Cen-
tral School with an outdoor 
graduation ceremony at the 
school Thursday, June 18. 
While rain briefly threat-
ened the event midway 
through, the shower quickly 
passed and the ceremony 
continued. 

Following a land ac-
knowledgment recogniz-
ing Indigenous peoples as 
the original stewards of 
the land and the Pledge of 
Allegiance, three students 
delivered remarks reflecting 
on the lessons they learned 
at SCS and the support they 
found there.

Eighth grader Brook 
Kain said that fitting in and 
belonging are not the same.

“Salisbury Central 
doesn’t ask you to change 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Graduate Evelyn Hall reflects on her time at Salisbury 
Central School during a commencement speech June 18.

who you are,” she said. “I 
thought I would never find 
real friends, but I realized 
it was because I was hiding 
who I really was. Here, my 
differences were accepted.”

Evelyn Hall spoke about 
being persuaded to audi-
tion for the seventh grade 
play, something she initially 
thought was a mistake.

“As we progressed I slow-
ly began to enjoy the pro-
cess,” she said, noting that 
it became one of her favorite 
experiences at SCS.

“If we assume the out-
come, we close off what is 
possible,” she said. 

Sarina Lemmy said 
during her time at Salis-
bury Central taught her that 
“challenges are not obstacles, 
but stepping stones.”

SCS alumna and parent 
Darcy Boynton, who has di-
rected the school musical for 
the last five years, served as 
the keynote speaker.

She told the graduates, 
“The pace of life is about 
to pick up. Your life, for the 
next decade and beyond, 
will be so exciting and full 
of growth. But there may be 

moments when what lies be-
fore you begins to look like 
a long line of goals, stretch-
ing to the horizon, so many 
checkboxes to mark off.”

Boynton said that goals 
and achievements keep peo-
ple motivated and on track, 
but urged students to appre-
ciate the process.

“I firmly believe that the 
people who are the most 
successful, in any endeavor, 
are process-oriented. We 
want to win our games, yes. 
Of course we do. We want 
to get the good grades, the 
prizes, the praise. There’s 
nothing wrong with that. 
But those moments are 
ephemeral, fleeting. The 
process is where we spend 
most of our time, where we 
grow.”

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Alumna Darcy Boynton delivers special remarks during the Salisbury  
Central School graduation June 18.
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We're here to Raise Health for all. 

That means bringing the most awarded 
health system in the tristate closer to 
home, investing in enhanced facilities, 
more doctors, and building around what 
your community needs.

Learn more at Northwell.edu/CareforAll

Claim based on U.S. News & World Report's 2025-26 Best Hospitals. Different hospitals within Northwell ranked for different specialties. 

USNWR HDI data and health system delineated by AHA Surveys 2018-2023. Tri-state defined as NY, CT & NJ.
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Graduation
Continued from Page A1

Budget
Continued from Page A1

Theater
Continued from Page A1
“We got the doors open 

to the public and showed the 
space can be used for every-
thing from fundraisers and 
movies to book tours and 
comedy shows.” 

Since reopening, the the-
ater has seen an eclectic mix 
of events and tenants, includ-
ing retail businesses, an art 
studio, a photography studio 
and a bakery. 

“The space is incredibly 
versatile, and we can’t wait to 
see what comes next,” Mallett 
said. 

Prior to the 2023 pur-
chase, the building under-
went a $1 million resto-
ration in the early 2000s that 
brought the building back to 
its earlier Art Deco design. 

The sale comes as North 
Canaan continues to see re-
newed activity downtown, 

with several new businesses 
opening in recent years. The 
owners said they want to see 
the “contagious energy con-
tinue to spread.”

The Colonial Theatre 
will remain open during the 
sales process, and the own-
ers encouraged residents 
and visitors to attend com-
munity movie nights and 
other events throughout the 
summer. 

Beyond restoring the 
building itself, the owners 
sought to reestablish the 
theater as a gathering place. 
Through community events, 
neon marquee messages and 
an active social media pres-
ence, they worked to bring 
new energy and personali-
ty to the historic venue and 
create opportunities for res-
idents to connect.

also be asked to approve the 
fund during the budget vote, 
which is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
on Monday, June 29 at Town 
Hall, immediately preceded 
by a public hearing at 5 p.m., 
also at Town Hall.

 The amount is just over 
half of the approximately 
$69,000 that the BOE was 
asked to remove from its 
budget draft in April to keep 
the bottom line flat from last 
year at $4,165,513. That ac-
tion, which followed a multi-
year trend of requests from 
the BOF for a 0% increase for 
the SCS budget, sparked out-
cry from concerned parents.

 Speaking at the May 8 
town meeting where the 
budget proposal was reject-
ed, SCS parent Emily McGol-
drick said that the school is 
poised to thrive, but that it 
“can’t improve with its hands 
tied behind its back.”

 The BOF has repeated-
ly stated that its motivation 
is to correct an accounting 
error made several years ago 
that left the school with an 
“inflated” budget due to a 
state law known as the Min-
imum Budget Requirement, 
or MBR, that prevents mu-
nicipalities from reducing 
education spending year to 
year. Several members have 
indicated that due to infla-
tion and increased operating 
costs, this may be the last year 
it can ask for a flat budget, 
but the Board has remained 
steadfast in keeping the bot-
tom line flat for 2026-27.

The BOF has stated on 
several occasions that its 
justification for requesting 
a zero-increase budget is 
that the BOE has finished 

the past five fiscal years with 
unspent budgeted funds. As 
of the June 16 meeting, SCS 
administrators calculated 
that the school would be left 
with $90,000 in surplus at the 
end of this year.

 School advocates re-
mained dissatisfied following 
Tuesday’s action by the BOF. 

“At this point, I don’t un-
derstand what they want,” 
said Marlene Woodman, who 
identified herself as a senior 
resident concerned with the 
future success of the school. 
Several days after the meet-
ing, she said she was still un-
clear on how the new fund 
would work, especially with 
the “paltry” amount, in her 
words.

 School administrators 
were also initially skepti-
cal. Region One Superin-
tendent of Schools Melony 
Brady-Shanley has  suggest-
ed that the town establish a 
dedicated school line item in 
the municipal budget to help 
with operating and mainte-
nance costs, reiterating at the 
June 16 meeting that the ap-
proach is “the most econom-
ical way to support both the 
education budget and munic-
ipal budget without touching 
the MBR.” 

The proposal that was ul-
timately moved forward by 
the BOF differs by instead 
drawing the money from 
the town’s undesignated fund 
on a contingency basis rath-
er than creating a designated 
line item. 

 “It’s an as-needed thing,” 
explained Hecht, noting that 
the approach does not impact 
either budget’s bottom line, 
“and it’s not going to go away.”

 A few days after the meet-
ing, Hecht said in order to 
access the funds, the school 
will have to demonstrate that 
the budget would not support 
a specific expense. 

“This is just the way to 
not tax people in advance for 
funds that may not be need-
ed,” he said of the fund, “but 
if they do need them, these 
funds are available.”

 During Tuesday’s meet-
ing, BOE Chair 
Philip O’Reilly 
said the idea of 
having to ap-
proach the BOF 
with a specific 
request to ac-
cess the funds 
made him un-
comfortable. 
“The ‘if-needed’ 
piece is something we’re both 
nervous about,” he said, ges-
turing towards Brady-Shan-
ley.

 “One hundred percent,” 
she affirmed with a nod.

  Still, several days after the 
meeting O’Reilly said that the 
suggestion was a gesture of 
cooperation amongst what 
has been a contentious peri-
od for the town. “Nobody is 
a loser here,” he said; “Every-
body got something, but not 
everything, that they origi-
nally wanted.

“I will do everything that 
I can do to ensure our school 
has everything it needs to 
meet the needs of all our 
kids.”

 Delayed budget could 
impact town spending
At the same meeting, BOS’ 

proposed operating budget 
bottom line was reduced 
by approximately $30,000, 
partially due to cuts in line 
items for the recently hired 

Land Use Administrator and 
Fire Marshall and Building 
Inspector. The latter two, 
previously proposed as sep-
arate positions, were hired as 
a combined role the previous 
Friday.

 If a new budget isn’t 
passed by July 1, both the 
town and school will oper-
ate under the current 2025-
2026 plans. While that leaves 
the school budget flat, which 

is currently 
proposed, it 
could impact 
m u n i c i p a l 
s p e n d i n g 
which has 
several in-
creases in 
the proposed 
2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7 
budget.

 Town treasurer Tina 
Pitcher said that until a new 
budget is approved, road 
work isn’t being ordered, nor 
are new vehicles and town 
equipment, and employees, 
with the exception of the 
unionized road crew, won’t 
see their 3% cost of living 
raise. It will also impact the 
pay structure for new hires, 
such as Nikki Blass, who be-
gins her role as the Land Use 
Administrator on July 1.

 First Selectman Casey 
Flanagan said that he will 
proceed cautiously regard-
ing any town spending until 
a new budget is approved.

 During a June 9 meeting, 
the Board of Selectmen pre-
emptively set the mill rate in 
response to a request from 
Tax Assessor Donna Chris-
tensen so that she can begin 
preparing real estate tax bills 
to be sent in July. For now, 
the mill rate has been set at 
the current amount of 11.15.

Transfer Station
Continued from Page A1

Westerlind
Continued from Page A1

Municipal leaders argued 
that private ownership could 
result in higher tipping fees 
— the per-ton charges mu-
nicipalities pay to dispose of 
household trash — a major 
expense that directly affects 
local budgets and taxpayers. 
The state ultimately blocked 
the sale, prompting munici-
palities to organize a regional 
authority to take over the fa-
cility instead.

The NRRA includes Salis-
bury, Sharon, Cornwall, Falls 
Village, North Canaan, Nor-
folk, Goshen, Colebrook and 
Torrington. Kent is not par-
ticipating because it already 
belongs to the Housatonic 
Resources Recovery Author-
ity, a separate regional waste 
authority that NRRA plans 
to emulate.

The Torrington Transfer 
Station has served as a key 
disposal hub for Northwest 
Connecticut communities 
for decades. Its future be-
came uncertain after the 
state announced plans to end 
its operation of the facility 
more than a year ahead of 
schedule. 

Officials across the 
Northwest Corner quickly 
embraced the NRRA pro-
posal. Voters in member 
towns approved ordinances 
to join, creating a coalition 
aimed at maintaining local 
control over waste disposal.

“The concern that a lot of 
people have is that if the site 
were sold to a private hauler, 
there could potentially be a 
monopoly in the Northwest 
Corner when it comes to 
garbage,” Sharon First Se-
lectman Casey Flanagan said 
when the town approved the 
ordinance. “That might not 
be an issue today, but five or 
10 years from now it could be 
a major problem for commu-
nities like ours.”

Cornwall First Selectman 
Gordon Ridgway said the au-
thority will allow towns to 
work together on disposal 
contracts, recycling initia-
tives and grant opportuni-
ties while maintaining local 
oversight.

“We will hopefully get 
the lowest price possible,” 
Ridgway said. “We’re not in 
it to make money. We’re in it 
to manage costs.”

The NRRA is still in its in-
fancy and has yet to finalize 
tipping fees, though officials 
expect them to remain large-
ly unchanged. 

Falls Village First Select-
man Dave Barger said pre-
serving local control was a 
key reason his town joined 
the authority.

“It provides us with an op-
portunity to stabilize tipping 
fees,” Barger said. “It provides 
us with local control. We can 
also set our own recycling 
policies.”

Barger said the authority’s 
broader goal is to preserve a 
public option for waste dis-
posal rather than relying en-
tirely on private contractors.

The governing board, 
made up of the first select-
man from each member 
town, will oversee future 
decisions regarding dispos-
al contracts, recycling pro-
grams and operations at the 
Torrington facility.

For residents, little is ex-
pected to change immediate-
ly. Local transfer stations will 
continue operating as they 
do today, and existing col-
lection systems will remain 
in place.

The difference, local of-
ficials say, is that decisions 
about the region’s waste 
disposal system will now be 
made by the municipalities 
that use it rather than by the 
state or a private operator. 

Graney’s signature traits are 
determination and selfless-
ness,” she said.

She thanked Housatonic 
and Falls Village commu-
nities for the immeasurable 
impact they’ve had on her 
family’s life. She also ex-
pressed deep gratitude to all 
her friends “who gave me the 
joy of laughter and unforget-
table memories that brought 
light into the darkest time in 
my life.”

Graney, fighting back 
tears, said of the Housatonic 
community, “This small yet 
mighty place has allowed me 
to be vulnerable with you all, 
stand on this stage and share 
something that, for months, 
I refused to acknowledge or 
talk about. This community 
has made me confident in my 
ability to ask for help and ad-
vocate for myself.”  

Essayist Hannah Johnson 
also praised the supportive 
community, explaining that 
her high school experience 
has been largely consumed by 
various health conditions that 

impacted her both physically 
and mentally.

“At these times when I was 
at my weakest, I used what lit-
tle strength I had left to cling 
tightly to my friends, family 
and passions, using them to 
propel myself forward,” she 
said.

Johnson also related that 
one person who had a pro-
found impact on her life was 
her grandfather, who suffered 
from dementia and died be-
fore she arrived at Housa-
tonic.

Valedictorian Ibby Sadeh 
described her capstone proj-
ect in which she set up a little 
library at the entrance to the 
Appalachian Trail in Falls 
Village. It was stocked with 
books that had been banned 
in several states. 

“I chose this project not 
only because I love to read, 
but because of my passion-
ate support of free speech, 
intellectual freedom and a 
diversity of perspectives,” 
Sadeh said.

As a Jewish student at 

their story. “Make it epic,” she 
said.

Superintendent Melony 
Brady-Shanley shared advice 
she received from her father. 

“Don’t look for a job,” she 
said. “Look for a purpose in 
life. When you find what you 
love, it will feel more than a 
job — it will be a calling.”

The following awards were 
presented during the evening:

·       Good Sportsmanship 
Medals: Wesley Allyn and 
Madelyn Johnson

·       Good Citizenship 
Medals: Madison Graney and 
Shanaya Duprey

·       Chamberlain Arts 
Achievement Awards: Victo-
ria Brooks and Alex Wood-
worth

Judi Moore, who had a 
distinguished 40-year career 
at the high school, was pre-
sented with the Community 
Award of Merit.

Julie Lang, the longtime 
principal’s executive secre-
tary who is retiring this year, 
was also recognized for her 
service.

unique finds and discounted 
items from a range of outdoor 
and lifestyle brands carried 
by the company. The open-
ing marks the latest step in 
Westerlind’s recent expansion 
across the region. 

The North Canaan loca-
tion follows the opening of 
a new Westerlind boutique 
in Kent earlier this spring. In 
addition to the newest stores 
in Kent and North Canaan, 
the company – which first 
opened its doors on Main 
Street in Millerton – also op-
erates in Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts; Hudson, New 
York; Litchfield, Connecticut; 
New York City; and Rhine-
beck, New York. 

Westerlind’s roots are in 
Millerton, where founder 
Andrea Westerlind opened 
the company’s original store-
front. The Millerton location 

is also home to the Wester-
lind Pantry, a specialty food 
shop offering bread, pantry 
staples and other provisions. 

Founded by the Swed-
ish-born designer and en-
trepreneur, the company  
has built a reputation for 
blending outdoor perfor-
mance gear with contempo-
rary fashion. Its stores feature 
apparel, footwear and equip-
ment from a curated selection 
of outdoor lifestyle brands, 
with an emphasis on crafts-
manship, functionality and 
design. 

The new outlet targets 
outdoor enthusiasts, travel-
ers and shoppers looking for 
high-quality gear and cloth-
ing at reduced prices while 
expanding Westerlind’s pres-
ence in the Northwest Cor-
ner and neighboring Hudson 
Valley. 

Housatonic, where represen-
tation of her religion can be 
hard to find, Sadeh said she 
never felt alone. 

“Students here understand 
the importance of individu-
ality. It is what makes us the 
way we are, what makes ours 
a strong and diverse commu-
nity.”

Salutatorian Alexa Meach, 
who plans to study politi-
cal science, said education 
should be used with a pur-
pose and applied to achieve 
a greater good. She encour-
aged her classmates to work 
with people who are different 
from them and collaborate 
to achieve any goal worth 
pursuing. 

Noting the country is go-
ing through a deeply divided 
time, she said, “I feel an ob-
ligation to acknowledge the 
lack of empathy I’ve seen and 
endorse a return to the need-
ed morality across our globe.”

Guest speaker Lori Buc-
co, an English teacher at the 
school, advised the graduates 
to embrace humanity and live 

“I will do everything 
that I can do to en-
sure our school has 
everything it needs 
to meet the needs 
of all our kids.”

BOE Chair Philip O’Reilly



At 95, Elyse Harney celebrated 
with Honorary Doctorate 

Take a trip to WWII England with the Sharon 
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summer 
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By Natalia Zukerman

On May 19, Elyse Deublein 
Harney returned to St. Joseph’s 
University in New York City, her 
alma mater, where she gradu-
ated in 1952. Before the crowd 
gathered for the university’s 
107th commencement ceremo-
ny, the Salisbury resident, entre-
preneur and community leader 
received an honorary doctorate 
and delivered the commence-
ment address to the Class of 
2026.

The recognition arrives at 
a meaningful moment for the 
Harney family. In February 2027, 
Elyse Harney Real Estate will 
celebrate its 40th anniversary, 
joining Harney & Sons Fine 
Teas, co-founded by Elyse and 
her husband, John, in 1983, as 
one of two enduring family busi-
nesses that have shaped both the 
region and the family’s legacy.

At a moment when many 
people are expected to re� ect 
on their accomplishments, Har-
ney used her commencement 
address to talk instead about 
possibility.

“God has a job for you,” she 
told the graduates. “Something 
that you alone can do.”

That line may very well be the 
organizing principle of a life that 
has included hotel management, 
raising � ve children, launching 
two businesses, serving on local 
boards, helping found the Salis-
bury Volunteer Ambulance Ser-
vice and, somehow, still � nding 
time to reopen conversations 
about preserving historic insti-
tutions.

One of the most striking parts 
of Harney’s address centered on 
beginning again.

When she and her husband 

By Richard Feiner 
& Annette Stover

Pilar Pro�  tt is forging a remark-
able artistic path grounded in 
her long history in Northwest 

Connecticut. Pro�  tt is a true Renais-
sance woman with a quirky sense of 
humor — a visual artist, architect, 
designer of interiors, furniture and 
products, and curator of home fur-
nishings.

Her latest grand project is still quite 
literally under wraps. Large windows 
obscured by construction paper on 
a bustling avenue in Manhattan pre-
vent passersby from peeking into the 
15-story boutique hotel designed and 
furnished by Pro�  tt for an internation-
al hotel group, which is nearing com-
pletion. The hotel’s lobby, restaurant, 
common areas and rooms stand out 

By Thomas Jensen

The Tanglewood classical music 
schedule is loaded with gems. Here 
are eight to consider:

Thursday, July 9, 8 p.m., in Ozawa 
Hall. The dynamic duo of Augustin Ha-
delich, violin, and Seong-Jin Cho, pia-
no, take on works by Brahms, Janacek, 
Beach and Proko� ev. Whether you get 
seats in the hall or sit outside on the 
lawn, you will not regret getting to this 
one.

Friday, July 10, 8 p.m., in the Shed. 
Seong-Jin Cho plays Tchaikovsky’s Pi-
ano Concerto No. 1 and excerpts from 
“Swan Lake.” This special evening fea-
tures dancers from Boston Ballet and 
will be wonderful for the ears and the 
eyes.

Saturday, July 18, 8 p.m., in the Shed. 
The BSO, with Joe Hisaishi conduct-
ing, Jean-Yves Thibaudet on piano and 

were 50 years old, the partners 
of the White Hart Inn in Salis-
bury, where John was general 
manager for many years, decid-
ed to sell. Suddenly, the couple 
needed a new source of income.

John launched what would 
become Harney & Sons Fine 
Teas, and Elyse opened a real 
estate o�  ce across the street.

“Simple as that, I did,” she 
told graduates with character-
istic understatement.

Of course, anyone familiar 
with the growth of Elyse Har-
ney Real Estate knows there was 
nothing simple about it. What 
began as a small local o�  ce be-
came one of the most respected 
real estate � rms in the region, 
helping de� ne the market across 
northwestern Connecticut, the 
Hudson Valley and the Berk-
shires.

Her commencement address 
wandered delightfully through 
subjects that rarely appear to-
gether: Nobel Prize-winning 
genetic research, French entre-
preneurs, Catholic education, 
self-driving cars, German teach-
ers and divine purpose.

At one point, Harney re� ect-
ed on the women who educated 
her at St. Joseph’s.

“They made it very clear we 
could do whatever we wanted 
to do, if we were willing to work 
for it,” she said. “Being a woman 
was not a handicap.”

For graduates entering a 
world transformed by arti� cial 
intelligence, political upheaval 
and economic uncertainty, Har-
ney o� ered neither nostalgia nor 
easy reassurance.

“AI is here,” she said. “We 
have to learn to use it and to 
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Elyse Deublein Harney (center) celebrates with Keith Harney, Elyse 
Harney Morris, Paul Harney and Michael Harney after receiving 
an honorary doctorate from St. Joseph’s University.

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

Thursday, June 25, 2026  •  The Lakeville Journal  •  LakevilleJournal.com Page B1

control it.”
After discussing technolo-

gy, entrepreneurship and faith, 
Harney turned to the subject of 
consciousness. Quoting author 
Michael Pollan, she shared the 
� nal lines from his new book, “A 
World Appears: A Journey Into 
Consciousness,” that she said 
had stayed with her:

“Consciousness is a miracle, 
truly. It is the most mysterious 
of things, and yet it can be put 
in one short sentence: I open my 
eyes and I see the world.”

Then she o� ered her � nal 
message to the graduates.

“Open your eyes and see the 
world.”

At 95, Elyse Harney is still 
opening her eyes and seeing 
the world. Thankfully, she’s still 
telling the rest of us what she 
� nds there.

our
community

PHOTO BY ROBERT BRISTOW

Pilar Pro�  tt with some of 
her art presented at Galerie 
Dernier Cri in New York City.

By D.H. Callahan

Dateline: 1944. A platoon of 
our boys are stationed in Lon-
don, waiting to be sent to the 
mainland to � ght the Axis pow-
ers and liberate Europe. While 
they wait, a group of glamorous 
gals from Hollywood are sent 
over to distract them with sing-
ing, dancing and a few memo-
ries of home. 

That’s the scene at “Swing-
time Canteen,” the new produc-
tion now on stage at the Sharon 
Playhouse. 

From the moment you en-
ter the playhouse, the stage 
takes you right back to anoth-
er time, with recruitment and 
War Bonds posters setting the 
tone alongside soldiers’ foot-
lockers and blankets. When the 
lights go down, the smiles of the 
cast light up the room, and the 
audience is quickly recast as a 
troupe of American G.I.s. 

What follows is a jukebox 
musical in the truest of sense, 
bouncing from one 1930s hit 
to more “contemporary” 1940s 
tunes and back again, all per-
formed with the kind of pol-
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ished � nish audiences have 
come to expect from the Sha-
ron Playhouse. 

The gals in the band are 
our entire cast, and they spin 
yarns in between numbers, 
throwing the spotlight back 

and forth between the � ve sing-
ing-and-dancing sensations. 
But they don’t stop there. Be-
tween piano, saxophone, drums 
and even a banjo, they work 
with the musicians on stage to 
create that quintessential ‘30s 

and ‘40s sound. 
“Swingtime Canteen” 

transports its audience to a 
time when, unlike today, there 
was very little division among 

INSIDE
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formed with the kind of pol-
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... Pilar Proffitt
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A rendering of King Winery, one of Pilar Proffitt’s current interior design projects.

PHOTO BY L. TOMAINO

Ken Mussleman with his paintings 
“Red Apple #2” and “Nine Servings 
Daily.”  His show, “Time Passages,” 
opens Saturday, June 27, at 
Hunt Library in Falls Village.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

for their attention to design — 
from the furnishings, colors and 
fabrics to the mosaic floor tiles, 
hardware, wrought-iron gates 
and stairs, selection of antique 
books, and the art on the walls. 
The collection includes paint-
ings by Proffitt, photographs by 
Wassaic Project co-Executive 
Director Jeff Barnett-Winsby, 
time-lapse photography by Xan 
Padron and classics from the 
Warhol Factory.

Proffitt and her husband and 
business partner, Robert Bris-
tow, are well-known leaders in 
the art and architecture com-
munities, and their home, stu-
dio and workshop in Lakeville; 
store and office at 16 Main St. 
in Salisbury; and gallery space 
in Norfolk are vibrant hubs for 
arts and design in the region.

Proffitt has been coming to 
the area since she was a teenag-
er. Originally from Puerto Rico, 
her moved to the New York City 
area in the 1970’s. Her artist and 
architect father encouraged her 
interests in art and design and 
her deep desire to create. At 
school, she excelled in math 
and art and soon realized that 
this was all she wanted to do. 
“Think logically and then break 
the mold with creativity,” she 
said. 

Armed with a degree in vi-
sual art from Trinity College, 
she pursued advanced studies 
at Berkeley and Pratt before 
receiving a master’s degree in 
architecture from Virginia Tech 
in Blacksburg, Virginia, where 
she met Bristow. Both landed 
apprenticeships in Boston and 
were drawn to the arts commu-
nity in Norfolk centered around 
the Yale Summer Arts Program. 
The area quickly became their 
personal and family anchor.

They started Poesis, a furni-
ture design and manufacturing 
studio, with a small loan from 

her mother. They landed a ma-
jor house project and soon met 
a hotelier at a party who hired 
them on the spot to design a ho-
tel in Washington, D.C.

Proffitt said, “I was hooked 
because it combined everything 
I wanted to do creatively: de-
sign experiences in the broad-
est sense with all the supporting 
pieces of the puzzle — furniture, 
objects, art. My father felt that 
architecture was the Renais-
sance profession: It holds the 
seeds of art, design, engineering 
and all the other ingredients. 
For me, it all starts with art.”

Proffitt is devoted to the 
area. She and Bristow raised 
their family in Lakeville. Their 
daughter Grace, a sculptor, at-
tended Hotchkiss and is pursu-
ing her MFA at Univer sity of 

Pennsylvania. Their daughter 
Ellis, also a graduate of Hotch-
kiss and Trinity, is a mathema-
tician and aspiring actress in 
Los Angeles; and their son Sam 
attended Salisbury School and 
is a junior at Trinity, majoring 
in art history with a minor in ar-
chitecture. They all are carrying 
forward the family’s passion for 
arts, architecture and design.

Proffitt’s interior design work 
and unique furniture pieces wel-
come visitors at Hotchkiss’ Art 
Center, the Scoville Memorial 
Library, her own wHole hOuse 
shop in Salisbury and, soon, 
across the street in the new Jam 
Food Shop, which is expected to 
open this fall.

The region’s many museums 
and galleries include some of 
Proffitt’s favorites, from Mass 
MoCA and the Clark to Salis-
bury’s Geary, Mad Rose in Mil-
lerton, Jack Shainman in Kin-
derhook and Art Omi in Ghent. 
Proffitt loves the connections 
and new opportunities brought 
to the community by the in-

crease in full-time residents, as 
well as impromptu get-togethers 
with friends — recently watch-
ing a Knicks playoff game at the 
tavern bar at the White Hart. 
Moments like that keep her 
grounded here.

In addition to the White 
Hart, Proffitt is a fan of area 
restaurants, including Fern for a 
quick pasta at the bar; Isabela in 
Amenia, where Michelin-starred 
chef Jose Ramirez Ruiz is from 
Puerto Rico; and Clare de Boer’s 
Stissing House in Pine Plains.

A perfect day for Proffitt 
is spent working in her studio 
overlooking Lake Wononsco-
pomuc, without distractions, 
rain or shine. It is a quiet and 
peaceful place that supports her 
many architecture and design 
projects. When asked what she 
would say to a younger version 
of herself just starting a career, 
she responded, “Don’t be so shy. 
As one of my professors told 
me, ‘Sometimes you just have 
to crash the party.’ Draw, write, 
run, play tennis. And travel!”
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Think logically and 
then break the mold 

with creativity.
PILAR PROFFITT

Bugs! crawl their way into Upstate Art Weekend

Ken 
Musselman 
marks new 
chapter with 
farewell 
exhibition

ART

ART

PHOTO PROVIDED

“Butterfly in the Stomach” by Hanna Washburn 
at “Bugs!” part of Upstate Art Weekend.

By Robin Roraback

Hunt Library in Falls Village will 
host a farewell show of the work of well-
known local artist Ken Musselman, be-
ginning with an opening reception on 
June 27 from 5 to 7 p.m. The show will 
run until July 31.

Musselman, a longtime resident of 
the Northwest Corner, recently moved 
to Woodbury, Connecticut, where he will 
begin a new phase of his life.

After the loss of his wife of 43 years, 
Cathy, three years ago, the prolific artist 
took a break from painting.

“I am finally getting back on my feet,” 
he said.  “I am beginning to paint again.”

“Time Passages” is a collection of 
his paintings from past years. With this 
show, he said, he will be “getting rid of 
the old and starting new.” He intends to 
“move in a different direction,” which 
involves a monochromatic palette. “I am 
in a sepia mood right now,” he explained.

Musselman has long been known for 
his whimsical paintings. He recalled 
his first one, depicting deer ice skating, 
which was sold at P S Gallery in Litch-
field.

He explained how he gets his ideas. 
“I sit and visualize things,” said Mussel-
man. “I paint from my head.”

He is also known for local landscapes, 
still lifes and flowers. His wife was from 
East Canaan, and her family’s Ford Farm 
inspired many of his paintings.

Musselman, who always loved draw-
ing, was studying to be an aviation struc-

By D.H. Callahan

Artist and curator 
Charlotte Woolf thinks 
bugs get a bad rap. Her 
new multimedium show 
at Foxtrot Farm and Flow-
ers in Stanfordville seeks 
to change how people see 
these creepy-crawly crea-
tures. 

This time of year, there’s 
no way to escape the on-
slaught on bugs closing in 
from the wild. The little fly-
ers and crawlers somehow 
penetrate even the tightest 
window screens. If there’s 
a crack in a floor board, it 
might as well have a big 
neon “Enter” sign. Like 
zombies from “Night of 
the Living Dead,” they ap-
proach with dispassionate 
determination. 

But bugs aren’t just try-
ing to make you squirm. 
Woolf’s show, “Bugs!,” high-
lights the underappreciat-
ed roles that insects, arach-
nids and myriapods play in 
our lives. They break down 
natural waste, serve as food 
for birds, reptiles, amphibi-
ans, fish and mammals, and 
pollinate about 75% of the 
food humans eat. Without 
bugs, our world simply 
doesn’t work.

To shine a different light 
on them, Woolf has enlist-
ed more than 40 artists 
working in a wide variety 
of media, from fiber artists 
and tattooists to writers, 
sculptors and painters for 
a full weekend of art and 
activities. 

The “Bugs!” show is part 
of Upstate Arts Weekend, 
an ever-growing celebra-
tion of the arts happening 
throughout the Hudson 
Valley. This year, the week-
end kicks off on Thursday, 
June 25, at Olana State 
Historic Site, the estate of 
celebrated American paint-
er Frederic Church, whose 
200th birthday will be part 
of the celebration. 

Events are being held all 
over the valley, including a 
dance party at Assembly in 
Kingston on Friday night. 
Beyond the official gather-
ings, Upstate Art Weekend 
is a chance to find new art 
and interact with artists 
and like-minded creative 
people.

The shows themselves 
are far too numerous to list. 
Even the official Upstate 
Art Weekend website has 
more information than a 
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T H E  R E  I N S T I T U T E

1395 Boston Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY 12546 
518-567-5359

Open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1pm to 4pm

www.TheReInstitute.com

AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

Noble
HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd., Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851 | noblehorizons.org

Scan QR code or visit www.noblehorizons.org/events
One-time registration required

Gentle Tai Chi
Seated or Standing 

Tuesdays 10:30 - 11:30 am 
Learning Center

Balance Class 
Wednesdays 10:30 - 11:30 am 

Community Room

Chair Yoga
Thursdays 10:30 - 11:30 am 

Learning Center

Free Health & Wellness
Weekly Classes

Farm raised pork & beef • Fruits & vegetables
Gourmet grocery & dairy • Gi� s

Th ursday-Monday 10-6PM + Weather Permitting
196 Old Post Road #4, Millerton, NY

Phone: 518-789-6880
Instagram: thefarmstoreatwb

Step up to the Airstream...
I scream, you scream, we all scream for Jane’s hard ice cream!

Compass
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Aerial view of The Shed at Tanglewood.
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SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

themoviehouse.net
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The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

FRI 06/19  > THU 06/25 

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

TOY STORY 5
DISCLOSURE 
DAY
OBSESSION
SILENT FRIEND

Sat. June 20 @ 7PM
Meet the Director

FOUR 
RATIONAL 

PEOPLE + Q&A
Thu. June 25 @ 7PM

& Sun. June 28 @ 1PM
NT Live

LES LIAISONS 
DANGEREUSES

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!

Ask for a proven pro  
An ASE Certifi ed Technician

Compass

CHORE Garden Party raises support  
for seniors, caregivers

COMMUNITY

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN

A large crowd gathered at the home of Jamie Delaney and Michael 
Cullen for the annual CHORE Service Garden Party.

By Ruth Epstein

Community members 
gathered at the hillside home 
of Jamie Delany and Michael 
Cullen on Saturday, June 20, 
to help ensure that their se-
nior and disabled neighbors 
are able to remain indepen-
dent.

The event was the annu-
al CHORE Service garden 
party. The organization pro-
vides a variety of everyday 
support services people rely 
on, such as help with errands 
and light housekeeping, 
while also providing employ-
ment opportunities for local 
residents.

As guests strolled 
through the expansive gar-
dens and enjoyed hors d’oeu-
vres, cocktails and one an-
other’s company, they were 
thanked by staff and board 
members for their support.

“Because of your support, 
this past year has been one 
of meaningful growth and 
impact,” Jane MacLaren, 
CHORE Service director, 
told the audience. “Together 
we provided nearly 10,000 
hours of essential services 
— an 18% increase over last 
year — and served 254 res-
idents in our community. 
We also provided part-time 
employment to more than 50 
caregivers.”

She shared the story of 
one couple in which the hus-
band is slowing down. While 
he is largely independent, his 
wife does not feel comfort-
able leaving him alone for 
long periods. Her life had 

become centered on care-
giving, and she felt the need 
for some time for herself.

She called CHORE, and 
now, once a week, a caregiver 
takes her husband out to run 
errands, giving him an op-
portunity to stay active and 
connected while providing 
her with a break from con-
stant responsibility.

“That’s the difference a 
few hours can make,” Ma-
cLaren said.

She announced that 
CHORE is expanding its 
services to include nonmed-
ical respite care for unpaid 
caregivers like this wife. 
The organization also plans 
to expand its transporta-
tion program in response to 
growing demand for rides to 
medical appointments and 

social events.
“We look forward to shar-

ing more about these new 
and expanded initiatives 
with you in the coming weeks 
and to demonstrating how 
your support continues to 
shape our neighbors’ lives.”

Board Vice Chairman Da-
vid Becker spoke about the 
Fund the Cause initiative, 
which has a goal of $30,000. 
The funds will be earmarked 
for transportation to medi-
cal appointments.

He noted the beauty of 
the Northwest Corner but 
said its lack of transporta-
tion options can create sig-
nificant challenges for many 
residents.

“Uber doesn’t exist in 
this part of the state,” he 
quipped, adding, “No one 

should miss medical ap-
pointments because they 
don’t have a ride.”

Among the attendees 
was Darcey Markelon of 
Litchfield, a CHORE care-
giver. She signed up four 
years ago after retiring as 
a special education teacher 
in New Milford. She cur-
rently has two clients, and 
her enthusiasm for the work 
quickly became apparent.

“I’ve always enjoyed 
working with the elderly; 
it’s so rewarding,” Markelon 
said. “My clients and I have 
developed close relation-
ships. I look forward to see-
ing them every week, and 
they look forward to seeing 
me.”

For more information, visit 
choreservice.org

PHOTO BY D.H. CALLAHAN

The set for “Swingtime Canteen” transports 
the audience to WWII London.

Americans. The war they 
were fighting had a 97% 
initial approval rating 
from U.S. citizens. In a 
year when the nation is 
celebrating its 250th an-
niversary, the production 
serves as a reminder of 
a moment when Amer-
icans largely shared a 
common purpose and a 

common enemy. Even if 
the swinging songs of the 
‘30s and ‘40s aren’t your 
thing, the production is a 
marvelous little escape 
to a time when life was 
a little simpler and the 
lines between good and 
evil were a little clearer. 
For showtimes and tickets, 
visit sharonplayhouse.org

Song Hee Lee, soprano, will 
perform Hisaishi’s “Adagio 
for Two Harps and Strings,” 
Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G, 
Hisaishi’s “Da-Ma-Shi-E” 
and Hisaishi’s “Symphonic 
Suite from Princess Mono-
noke.” The multitalented 
Hisaishi will be the most 
accomplished Japanese 
artist to grace the grounds 
since Ozawa’s time. Not to 
be missed.

Sunday, July 19, 2:30 p.m., 
in the Shed. The BSO, with 
Andris Nelsons conducting, 
Daniil Trifonov on piano and 
Thomas Rolfs on trumpet, 
presents a powerful pro-
gram: Haydn’s Symphony 
No. 22, “The Philosopher”; 
Shostakovich’s Piano Con-
certo No. 1; and Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 2. This is 
quite a lot to take in. Rolfs 
remains one of the orches-
tra’s most compelling virtu-
osos, and his trumpet play-
ing is always worth hearing 
live. Trifonov, legendary on 
piano, playing another Rus-
sian legend’s finest music; 
extraordinary. Then, Bee-
thoven. Better get there 
early.

Friday, July 24, 8 p.m., 
in the Shed. The BSO, with 
Andris Nelsons conducting 
and the brilliant Augustin 
Hadelich on violin, performs 
Mozart’s Violin Concerto 
No. 5 and Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 3, “Polish.” 
Hadelich is worth seeing 
again and again; the tones 
he produces are so sweet.

Saturday, July 25, 8 
p.m., in the Shed. The BSO, 
with Andris Nelsons con-
ducting and Paul Lewis on 
piano. The super-catchy 
Mozart Piano Concerto No. 
27, K. 595, will have Lewis 
demonstrating his artistic 
command of tempo and tone 
while dancing and blend-
ing delightfully with the 

orchestra. Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 4 follows af-
ter intermission, and you’ll 
practically float home.

Thursday, July 30, 8 p.m., 
in Ozawa Hall. The Dan-
ish String Quartet, which 
brings a lot of energy to the 
stage, performs Stravinsky’s 
“Suite Italienne,” Beetho-
ven’s String Quartet No. 16 
in F, Op. 135, and arrange-
ments of Danish folk songs. 
Come to hear Frederik, 
Rune, Asbjørn and Fredrik. 
Skål!

Friday, July 31, 8 p.m., 
in the Shed. The BSO, with 
Esa-Pekka Salonen con-
ducting and Yefim Bron-
fman on piano. The power 
of Wagner’s “Prelude and 
Liebestod” from “Tristan 
und Isolde,” followed by Si-
belius’ Symphony No. 7 and 
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto 
No. 5, “Emperor,” will leave 
you feeling like you are the 
new emperor.

Other events of note: 
Friday, July 17, 8 p.m., in 
the Shed. The BSO per-

... ‘Swingtime Canteen’

... Bugs!
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forms John Adams’ selec-
tions from “Nixon in Chi-
na.” Also, don’t miss Laurie 
Anderson’s curated series 
of events Aug. 13, 15 and 16.

For a full schedule and 
tickets, visit bso.org/tangle 
wood

mere mortal could com-
prehend. But with a little 
determination, visitors 
can sift through filters to 
organize events by region, 
medium or price, though 
many of the shows are free 
to the public. There’s even 
a feature to help plot an 
itinerary, complete with 
recommended routes 

based on drive time, loca-
tion and preferred pace, 
making it easier than ever 
to see as much art as the 
human heart desires. 

For more info about Up-
state Art Weekend, visit up-
stateartweekend.org and for 
more info on “Bugs!” visit 
foxtrotfarmflowers.com/
events.
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Delano Dunn: Echoes in the 

Margin
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.
Wassaic Project presents 
Echoes in the Margin, a 
solo exhibition by Delano 
Dunn curated by Mickalene 
Thomas and hosted at Trout-
beck. Through collage and 
mixed-media works, Dunn 
reimagines how Black identity 
and desire have been shaped, 
represented and understood. 
Opening reception June 25 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Exhibition on 
view through Nov. 29. Free. 
More information at wassa-
icproject.org.

Dine Out for a Cause
The White Hart, 15 Under 
Mountain Road, Salisbury, 
Conn.
Dine out at The White Hart 
and a percentage of the pro-
ceeds will support Housatonic 
Valley Association that works 
to protect the lands and wa-
ters of the Housatonic River 
Valley.

BUGS!
Foxtrot Farm, 6862 Route 82, 
Stanfordville, N.Y.
June 25 to 29

Foxtrot Farm & Flowers pres-
ents “BUGS!,” a group exhibi-
tion curated in partnership 
with artist and curator Char-
lotte Woolf exploring insects, 
ecology and interdependence. 
Programming includes farm 
activities with Dutchess Coun-
ty Combworks, tattoo pop-
ups, workshops, readings and 
an opening celebration with 
food from Chaseholm Farm, 
Thistlepass Farm and Fair 
Play Hospitality. The opening 
celebration takes place Friday, 
June 26, from 6 to 10 p.m.

	 JUNE 26
REAL PEOPLE REAL 

STORIES
Ancram Center for the 
Arts, 1330 County Route 7, 
Ancram, N.Y.
Ancram Center’s annual sto-
rytelling series returns with 
original stories from four local 
residents. Guided by program 
director Paul Ricciardi and 
lead teaching artist Sarah Ka-
tan, storytellers Jolie Kobrin-
sky of Hudson, Steven Favreau 
of Ghent, Joan Coombs of 
Stockbridge and Bonnie Long 
of Taghkanic share personal 
narratives about risk-taking, 
family, community and the val-
ue of money. 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
at ancramcenter.org.

Connecticut Tunes and 
Tales of the Revolution
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Musician and storyteller Kent 
Besocke presents “Connecti-
cut Tunes and Tales of the 
Revolution” at 6 p.m. on the 
library lawn. Featuring songs 
and stories accompanied by 
guitar, banjo and mandolin, 
the program explores Con-
necticut’s role in the American 
Revolution. Bring chairs, blan-
kets, food and beverages. Free.

Happy Hour Piano Series: 
Broadway Singalong with 
T.J. Thompson
American Mural Project, 90 
Whiting St., Winsted, Conn.
From 5 to 7 p.m., AMP’s 
monthly happy hour series 
features an audience-partic-
ipation Broadway singalong 
with pianist T.J. Thompson, 
blending live music and liba-
tions in a casual, interactive 
setting. Tickets are $8 in ad-
vance. americanmuralproject.
org

	 JUNE 27
Opening Reception: “Life2: 

Bonnie Kozek”
The GOOD Gallery, 23 South 
Main St., Kent, Conn.
Opening reception 3 to 6 p.m. 
for Bonnie Kozek’s new exhi-
bition.

Homespun Kent: 
Revolutionary 
Households
Kent Historical Society, 4 
Studio Hill, Kent, Conn.
Come partake in Kent Falls 
brew, cider, wine and nibbles 
and bring an appetizer to 
share (or a picnic to enjoy on 
the lawn) at 5 p.m. and discuss 
the Crown and the case for in-
dependence.

Christian Sands Trio at 
Music Mountain
Gordon Hall, 225 Music 
Mountain Road, Falls Village, 
Conn.
Christian Sands, Piano, 
Isaac Levian, Bass, and Ryan 
Sands, Drums, play the mu-
sic of Dave Brubeck. Chris-
tian Sands is one of the most 
exciting voices in jazz today, 
known for his dynamic blend 
of swing, blues, gospel, and Af-
ro-Caribbean rhythms. 7 p.m. 
Tickets at musicmountain.org

“Constance Old: Notes 
from My Kitchen, 
2007–2026”
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org
June 27 through Aug. 22

The Cornwall Library pres-
ents an installation of collag-
es by Constance Old, created 
from self-adhesive stickers 
and upcycled materials, ex-
ploring themes of consumer 
excess, material reuse and 
contemporary life. An artist’s 
reception will be held June 27, 
5–7 p.m. (in-person only). Reg-
istration is requested at 860-
672-6874 or CornwallLibrary.
org. The exhibit remains on 
view through Aug. 22.

Explore the Native Gardens 
of Falls Village
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. On the Falls 
Village Green

Pick up a brochure with a 
map and a self guided tour of 
the pollinator pathway from 
Railroad Street to the David 
M. Hunt Library. 12 p.m. Gar-
den tour of the library native 
plant gardens with the gar-
den’s designers Page Dickey 
and Deborah Munson. 10:30 
a.m. Special Native Plant 
Saturday Story time at the li-
brary for kids of all ages, with 
stories, a snack and a flower 
bookmark craft.

Film Screening “Bar None: 
Cannabis Redemption”
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.
At 7:30 p.m. in Banning 
Hall, get ready for the Hud-
son Valley premiere of the 
award-winning documenta-
ry “Bar None: Cannabis Re-
demption.”  Through the sto-
ries of 13 formerly incarcer-
ated individuals who became 
advocates, entrepreneurs and 
leaders in the legal cannabis 
industry, Bar None explores 
second chances, equity and 
justice in a changing society. A 
live Q&A with the filmmaker 
and several documentary sub-
jects will follow the screening. 
Tickets at thestissingcenter.
org

Barnum Festival Champions 
on Parade
Shelton High School, 120 
Meadow St., Shelton, Conn.
The 2026 Barnum Festival 
Champions on Parade returns 

Celebrate America’s 250th 
Anniversary Summer Art 
Show
Merwinsville Hotel, 1 Browns 
Forge Road, Gaylordsville, 
Conn.
June 28 through Sept. 11

2 to 4 p.m. Opening recep-
tion June 28 featuring works 
by more than 20 local artists 
exploring the theme of Amer-
ica’s 250 years, along with 
strawberry shortcake, iced 
tea and lemonade. An end-of-
show celebration will be held 
Sept. 11 at the annual meet-
ing. Artwork is for sale, with 
proceeds benefiting ongoing 
preservation of the historic 
183-year-old hotel. Admis-
sion and Sunday tours are 
free; donations are welcome. 
Information: merwinsvilleho-
tel.org or 860-350-4443.
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Tri-Corner Calendar

The documentary Bar None: 
Cannabis Redemption will 
screen at Stissing Center in 
Pine Plains Saturday, June 27 
at 7:30 p.m. Although cannabis 
is now legal in much of the 
U.S., hundreds of thousands 
still carry the weight of past 
convictions — and tens of 
thousands remain behind bars. 
The film follows 13 people caught 
in the justice system who’ve 
turned their lives around by 
entering the legal cannabis 
industry. The screening will 
be followed by a Q&A with 
the film’s creator. Tickets are 
available at thestissingcenter.org

Items appear as space permits.  
Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED

at 6 p.m. for the first East 
Coast Drum Corps Interna-
tional show of the summer. 
The Hurricanes, a nonprofit 
organization, prides itself in 
being the only world class 
all-age drum corps in New En-
gland, and draws its members 
from throughout Connecticut, 
New England as well as New 
York. Gates open at 5 p.m. 
Tickets are available at the 
door or online at Ticketor.
com/Hurricanes.

Barbara Grossman: How I 
Got Here: Space, Color 
and Pattern
Washington Art Association, 
4 Bryan Plaza, Washington 
Depot, Conn.
June 27 to Aug. 8

This retrospective exhibi-
tion features paintings from 
across Barbara Grossman’s 
career, exploring her longtime 
interest in color, pattern, inte-
rior spaces and the human fig-
ure. Grossman is a member of 
the National Academy of De-
sign and a founding member 
of New York’s Bowery Gallery.

Opening Reception: Saturday, 
June 27, 4 to 6 p.m. Free and 
open to the public.

Homespun Kent: 
Revolutionary 
Households Opening 
Reception
Seven Hearths, 4 Studio Hill 
Road, Kent, Conn.
The Board of Trustees and 
staff of the Kent Historical So-
ciety present the opening re-
ception for Homespun Kent: 
Revolutionary Households. 5 
p.m. RSVP required by email-
ing director@kenthistorical-
society.org

“Women Laughing” 
Screening & Q&A
The Moviehouse, 48 Main St., 
Millerton, N.Y.
A panel discussion with direc-
tors Liza Donnelly and Kath-
leen Hughes, moderated by 
filmmaker Pamela Hogan, will 
follow a screening of “Wom-
en Laughing,” a documentary 
exploring the history and im-
pact of women cartoonists at 
The New Yorker.  7 p.m. For 
tickets and information, visit 
bit.ly/TMH-women-laughing.

Sigrid Gray Lecture: “On 
the Edge: Mills Park 
Community Experiment”
Spencertown Academy 
Arts Center, 790 NY-203, 
Spencertown, N.Y.
Spencertown Academy Arts 
Center’s Hidden Gardens 
Lecture Series presents 
horticulturist and designer 
Sigrid Gray at 9:30 a.m. Gray 
will discuss the transforma-
tion of a small village green 
in Kinderhook into a meadow 
park, exploring the challeng-
es, community response and 
lessons learned through the 
project. Tickets are $20 and 
include refreshments. Regis-
tration is available at spencer-
townacademy.org

	 JUNE 28
Closing Party: Sara Farrell 

Okamura
LABspace, 2642 NY Route 23, 
Hillsdale, N.Y.
Closing reception for Sara 
Farrell Okamura’s solo exhi-
bition of paintings, “On The 
Precipice.” 1 to 5 p.m.

PRIDE at The Alander
North Star at the Alander, 
7519 State Route 22, Copake, 
N.Y.
Cap off Pride month with a 
BIG DJ dance party in the 
Star Lounge and outdoor 
area. 4 to 8 p.m.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Nocturnal S. American 

rodent
 5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Excitedness
 16. Armed Forces branch
 17. Actor Harris
 18. Middle Eastern capital
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to “Pa”
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Reduce light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or 

more
 30. Absence of di�  culty
 31. A public announcement 

of a proposed marriage
 33. Whittles
 34. Impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river
 40. Prehistoric people
 43. Messenger ribonucleic 

acid
 44. __ Clapton, musician
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Singer Hansard
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Former AL MVP 

Vaughn
 59. O� -Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer 

(pl.)
 64. Relating to passerine 

birds
 65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
 1. Colorless � uid
 2. Of a main artery
 3. Photographer’s tool
 4. Blues Traveler hit “But 

__”
 5. Grew older
 6. Not the leader
 7. __ Lang (country singer)
 8. A driver’s license is one
 9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Wildebeests
 13. Equal to one quintillion 

bytes
 14. Japanese three-stringed 

lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. It cools your home

 21. � e ancient Egyptian sun 
god

 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. Measurement unit
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action 

committee
 34. Snack food
 35. Front part of a quadruped
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. __, myself and I
 40. City in Utah
 41. � ey play in the trenches
 42. “Can’t Touch � is” rapper 

__ Hammer
 44. Type of tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick

June 18 Solution

June 18 Solution

Sudoku

 50. Needles
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Atomic #11
 54. Large � sh of the 

mackerel family
 55. Not any
 57. __ and behold
 61. Popular sports highlight 

show (abbr.)
 62. “� e Great Lakes State”

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Compass

Advertise  
in Compass

Advertising in Com-
pass reaches readers on 
both sides of the state 
line — effectively. Call 
860-435-9873 or email 
advertising@lakeville-
journal.com today!

... Ken Musselman
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B2

Local Matters
arts
/\\

The Millerton News
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal
lakevillejournal.com

News and 
Arts reporting 
in Northwest 

Connecticut and 
Eastern Dutchess 

County in New York

tural mechanic in the 
Navy when he painted a 
mural in the mess hall. 
He recalled, “They told 
me, ‘You’re wasting your 
time being a mechanic.’” 
So he painted murals and 
created technical illus-
trations instead.

After the Navy, while 
living in Florida, an op-
portunity arose for a job 
as a graphic designer at 
Dotty Smith’s in Lakev-
ille, a women’s fashion 
and jewelry company that 
closed in 2001. Mussel-
man applied and moved 
to the region where his 
wife had grown up.

Later, he worked full 
time as a painter, with 
work in five galleries. 
He was in his studio “14 
hours a day, seven days a 
week” to keep the galler-
ies supplied.

“Time Passages” con-
tains favorite Mussel-
man themes, including 
cowscapes, local land-

scapes, still lifes, flowers 
and barns, on both large 
canvases and 4-by-4-inch 
canvases, in styles ranging 
from whimsical to realis-
tic.

He is now semi-retired. 
Future plans include 
painting portraits inspired 
by family photos. “I’m not 
going to chase it anymore. 
I’ll let it come.”

Musselman is concen-
trating on a “leap of faith, 
a new chapter in life.”

For more information, 
visit huntlibrary.org/ 
art-wall/.
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Our Towns

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds Real Estate
Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

2 Bedroom House. Millerton,
NY. Quiet. 4 miles from town.
$2500 monthly, plus utilities.
518-567-8277.

HOUSE FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Looking for a small farm to
board my 22 year old mare
ideally located near trails. She
gets along well with other
horses. No drama. Available to
help with feeding and or turnout
if needed. 860-786-2546.

650 LD50149 216
3.00 x 3 LD50149D

LEECH,

HORSES & EQUIPMENT

MERCHANDISE &
SERVICES

Old Houses and Barns my
specialty: Renovations and Re-
pairs. 25 years serving the
tri-state area. Licensed and
Insured. Based in Canaan, CT.
David Valyou 917-538-1617.
davidvalyou@yahoo.com

The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News seek a 
Finance Associate to assist with 
payroll, HR, processing accounts 
payable, data entry and customer 
service. Knowledge of accounting, 
QuickBooks and excel preferred. 
Must be able to work independently. 
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to 
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

Finance Associate
Full-Time

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

Héctor Pacay Landscaping and
Construction LLC: Fully insured.
Renovation, decking, painting;
interior exterior, mowing lawn,
garden, stone wall, patio, tree
work, clean gutters, mowing
fields. 845-636-3212.

SERVICES OFFERED

Isabella Freedman Jewish Re-
treat Center is a year-round
120-person retreat facility that is
located in Falls Village, CT. Want
to work at a beautiful, peaceful
location, with great people? This
is the place to be!
We are currently seeking posi-
tions for Seasonal Lifeguard(s),
Cook, Retreat services associate
(banquet server front of house)
and Mashgichim (F/T or P/T) for
our summer season. For more
details please visit our website at
Careers - Adamah or email a
copy of your resume to
rebecca.eisen@adamah.org

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: Equal
Housing Opportunity. All real
estate advertised in this newspa-
per is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act of 1966 revised
March 12, 1989 which makes it
illegal to advertise any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimina-
tion based on race, color religion,
sex, handicap or familial status or
national origin or intention to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination. All
residential property advertised in
the State of Connecticut General
Statutes 46a-64c which prohibit
the making, printing or publish-
ing or causing to be made,
printed or published any notice,
statement or advertisement with
respect to the sale or:rental of a
dwelling that indicates any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, creed,
color, national origin, ancestry,
sex, marital status, age, lawful
source of income, familial status,
physical or mental disability or
an intention to make any such
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation.

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

Estate Sale. Rain or Shine. July 3,
4. 9-5. 1011 Crossroads to
Canaan Valley Road New Marl-
borough, MA 01259.

REAL ESTATEMASSACHUSETTES

205 LD50446 324
4.50 x 2 LD50446

CORNWALL

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Cornwall Library, Cornwall, CT

The Cornwall Library seeks a dynamic 
Executive Director to lead a beloved, growing 
community institution. Full-time, exempt. 
$75,000–85,000 + benefits.

The ideal candidate brings nonprofit 
leadership experience, fundraising 
confidence, and genuine community 
orientation. Responsibilities include donor 
cultivation, programming, staff management, 
board partnership, and operations.

We welcome candidates from libraries, 
arts, education, environmental, or other 
nonprofit backgrounds. If you have what 
we’re looking for, apply.

Send cover letter and resume to:  
searchcommittee@cornwalllibrary.org

The Cornwall Library is an equal opportunity employer.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FOR NATURE LOVERS: AN ECONOMICAL LAND SITE WITH NATURE BOG;  
FOR BEACH LOVERS: AN AUGUST 12-24th RENTAL WITH OCEAN VIEW 

Wonderful Summer Beach house with 4 bedrooms.  No pets, walk the beach, swim in the ocean, 
enjoys, sunsets, and surrounds.  Massachusetts South coast location. AVAILABLE AUG 17-24.  
Call for additional information.  Owner offered. 

4-5 acres ‘declared’ to be a 
BOG; balance available for 
building a nature’s outlook, 
or fulltime home. Flat 
where buildable. Includes 
an installed underground  
power hookup into the site.  
Selective clearing involve.  
Subject to complying 
with town regulations.  
New perc tests required.  
Offered at $110,000. 

OCEAN VIEW RENTAL 7+ ACRES OF LAND

Commercial Building for Sale
 Cornwall Bridge, CT

High visibility on U.S. Route 7  
with over 6,000 sq ft of retail space  

with plenty of storage space and parking. 
Potential uses may include a showroom, 

Medical offices, Art studio/gallery,  
Dance or yoga studio, Office, Co-op farm store, 

Bookstore, Clothing store.  
Join the other thriving new business in the area.  

Contact Karen Casey  
for additional information. 

kcasey@wpsir.com 860-670-2164

Region One graduations

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Housatonic Valley Regional High School graduates

PHOTO PROVIDED

North Canaan Elementary School
PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Cornwall Consolidated School
PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Kent Center School

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

HVRHS 
PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Cornwall Consolidated School
PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Salisbury Central School
PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Lee H. Kellogg School
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FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

When you need to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Landscaping/Excavation

Landscaping/Excavation

Painting

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree Removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing 
Logging • Forestry Mowing •  Bush Hogging

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck (860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM

Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 
Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 
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CREAM HILL 
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INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 
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CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION

CHIK’S PAINTING
“Quality work at its best”

Interior/ Exterior
Carpentry/ Remodeling
Powerwashing
Drywall & Taping
Popcorn Removal
Wallpaper Hanging & Removal

Over 40 years experience
Fully insured • Local references
Credit Cards Accepted

860-484-9127      HIC0673003

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

 
 

Excavation & Landscaping Services 
• Land Clearing 
• Woodland Mulching 
• Excavation 
• Hardscapes 
• Driveway Installations 
• Drainage 

 

(860)824-1188 
office@mattslandscapingct.com 

Excavation & Landscaping Services
Land Clearing•Woodland Mulching•Excavation

Hardscapes•Driveway Installations•Drainage
(860)824-1188

office@mattslandscapingct.com
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