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A� er almost four centuries...

Does the town 
meeting still 
make sense?

Riley Klein appointed
Journal managing editor

Riley Klein, a Lakeville Journal 
sta�  writer and digital video pro-
ducer, has been named managing 
editor of the paper. 

Klein joined � e Lakeville 
Journal in August 2022 and has 
covered town government and 
the Northwest Council of Gov-
ernments, along with an almost 
weekly dose of a variety of sports 
coverage in the region. He also 
has produced weekly news videos 
covering all aspects of life in the 
Northwest Corner. 

Patrick L. Sullivan, who has 
served as managing editor since 
January 2022, is a veteran Lakeville 
Journal writer. Sullivan began re-
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Riley Klein

Vandals strike at Lakeville job site
By Patrick L. Sullivan

LAKEVILLE   — A home un-
der construction in Lakeville was 
vandalized twice, once during the 
night on Saturday, Aug. 26 and 
Sunday, Aug. 27, and again over-
night between Monday, Aug. 28 
and Tuesday, Aug. 29.

Rick McCue, the contractor, was 
on the site at 14 Woodland Road 
Tuesday morning. He said the crew 
discovered freshly sprayed gra�  ti 
on the rear porch of the build-
ing and on the patio. � e gra�  ti 
included a racial epithet and the 
words “this is what you get for call-
ing in,” presumably a reference to 
the State Police being called to in-
vestigate the earlier incident.

McCue said the vandals ignored 
several thousands of dollars of tools 
and grabbed a can of spray paint 
from a truck in the driveway in the 
second incident.

McCue said he’s been in the con-
tracting business for decades and 
has never had a problem like this.

By Tom Condon
CT Mirror

“Be seein’ ya at the town mee-
tin’.” (Imagine a Yankee accent)

Nothing says small town New 
England like the town meeting. De-
rived from English village and Pu-
ritan church assemblies, the town 
meeting/board of selectmen struc-
ture is the oldest form of civic gov-
ernment in the country, stretching 
back nearly four centuries.

Direct participation in local 
governance won high praise from 
one of America’s premier 19th cen-
tury tourists, the French political 
scientist Alexis de Tocqueville. 
Norman Rockwell, who lived in 
a small town in Vermont, chose a 
town meeting to illustrate Freedom 
of Speech, part of his famed 1943 
“Four Freedoms” collection.

� e town meeting/selectmen 
structure is still the most common 
form of municipal government in 
Connecticut, used in more than 
half of the state’s 169 municipal-
ities. But it was created for small 
communities with common inter-
ests. � e world has changed in ways 
the most visionary Puritan could 
not have imagined. Is the venerable 
town meeting still viable and rel-
evant, still the best way to govern 
not-quite-as-small communities 

with many and varied interests?  
Here is one opinion:
“� e New England town meet-

ing is a beautiful thing, the last bas-
tion of direct democracy, but it is 
not suited to this era, and I don’t 
how it can survive much longer,” 
said Gary Greenberg, � rst select-
man of the small eastern Connecti-
cut town of Scotland.

Here’s another: “The town 
meeting will continue to exist, 
but it is slowly changing as people 
become more aware of forms (of 
government) that give better rep-
resentation at the local level,” said 
Matt Knickerbocker, former � rst 
selectman of Bethel and now town 
administrator of Wilton.

A number of towns have either 
dropped the town meeting/select-
men form in recent years or altered 
it, by in bringing professional town 
managers or town administrators 
and by giving more legislative re-
sponsibility to the board of select-
men. � e most recent was Marl-
borough, which just named its 
� rst town manager and expanded 
its board of selectmen from three 
members to � ve. In the past decade, 
Clinton, Simsbury and Cromwell 
have opted for town managers. 

No town has gone back to the 

Back to School
It was the � rst day of 
school in Region One on 
Tuesday, Aug. 29. Above, 
students enter Kent Cen-
ter School. Le� , Prin-
cipal Stacey Calo greet 
students with smiles and 
high � ves on the � rst 
day of school at the Lee 
H. Kellogg School in 
Falls Village.

PHOTOS BY LANS CHRISTENSEN AND PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

In the � rst incident, McCue said 
the intruders entered the home, 
found a hammer and proceeded 
to knock holes in the walls down-
stairs and upstairs. � ey also wrote 
a racial epithet in the bedroom. 

Asked if it was possible to see 

the damage inside, McCue said it 
had already been � xed.

Salisbury resident State Troop-
er Will Veras arrived at about 9:40 
a.m. Tuesday morning as McCue 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

In two incidents, vandals spray painted gra�  ti that included a 
racial epithet and knocked holes in walls at a home site in Lakeville. 
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In The Journal this week

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

Online This Week

In Millbrook, a short-term rental plan
The Millbrook Town Board faced concern about a 
proposed STR plan. Go to www.tricornernews.com 

Troutbeck neighbors fight its expansion
A court case seeks to block the Amenia Planning 
Board’s approval. Go to www.tricornernews.com. 

Jordan Stoner’s lifelong musical journey
Stanfordville native’s group will be the opening 
band at the Hudson Valley Rodeo in Amenia on 
Sept. 16. Go to www.tricornernews.com. 

The following information 
was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. 
All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Breach of peace
On Saturday, Aug. 19, at 

approximately 4 p.m. troop-
ers were dispatched to Quinn 
Street in North Cnaan for an 
active disturbance. An inves-
tigation led to the arrest of 
Jacqueline Amodio, 72, of 
North Canaan, and Donald 
Gabriel, 75, of North Ca-
naan, on charges of breach 
of peace, 2nd degree. Both 
individuals were released on 
$1,000 non-surety bond.

 Millerton Road accident
 On Sunday, Aug. 20, at 

approximately 3:50 p.m., Jen-
nifer Scott, 38, of Torrington, 
was traveling eastbound on 
Millerton Road in Salisbury. 
A westbound vehicle driven 
by Joseph Kreta, 31, of Sha-
ron, crossed a double-yellow 
line to make a left turn and 
collided head-on with Scott’s 
vehicle. Scott and her pas-
senger, Heather Scott,  42, of 
Torrington, sustained minor 
injuries. Heather Scott was 
transported to Sharon Hos-
pital by North Canaan EMS 
for evaluation. Kreta was is-
sued an infraction for failure 
to maintain lane resulting in 
an accident. 

One vehicle accident
On Thursday, Aug. 24, at 

approximately 7:30 p.m., Jo-
seph Fortunato, 17, of Winst-
ed, was traveling on Route 7 
in Canaan north of Johnson 
Road when he failed to main-

tain his proper lane, striking 
a rock off the roadway,  cross-
ing into the left lane and trav-
eling 50 feet before coming ot 
a rest. Fortunato was issued a 
written warning for failure to 
maintain proper lane. 

Rollover accident
On Friday, Aug. 25, at ap-

proximately 6:30 a.m., Brent 
Savage,  26, of Plymouth, 
Connecticut, was traveling 
westbound on Cornwall 
Bridge Road in a 2015 Hon-
da Civic when he lost control, 
veered into the eastbound 
lane, drove up an embank-
ment, striking a standing 
tree. The Honda rolled over 
two complete times. Savage 
was transported to Sharon 
Hospital for minor injuries. 
He was issued an infraction 
for traveling too fast for con-
ditions and failure to main-
tain lane. 

Strikes utility pole
On Friday, Aug. 25, at 

approximately 11:15 a.m., 
Christopher Tursi, 49, of Wa-
tertown, was traveling south-
bound on Route 7 in Canaan 
when he lost control, striking 
a utility pole. Tursi and two 
passengers were transported 
to Sharon Hospital for minor 
injuries. Tursi was issued an 
infraction for failure to drive 
in proper lane and traveling 
too fast for conditions. 

 
The Lakeville Journal will 

publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal, 

Corrections
An article in the Aug. 

10 issue about Salisbury 
installing electric vehicle 
(EV) chargers in Town 
Grove incorrectly stated 
that by working with gov-
ernment decarbonization 
programs, Eversource is 
able to grow its market for 
electricity with little direct 
investment. In fact, Ever-
source invests in main-
taining and strengthening 
the grid in support of in-
creased electrification, and 
as well as in clean energy 
technology and renewable 
resources, including geo-
thermal, battery storage, 
offshore wind, and solar. 
The article inaccurately 
implied that Eversource, 
which said it complies with 
the Connecticut Renew-
able Portfolio Standard, 
deals excessively in energy 
derived from non-renew-
able sources.

***
In an Aug. 24 article 

about the Salisbury Land 
Trust, John Landon and 
Grant Bogle were incor-
rectly identified in the 
photo. Bogle is at left, 
Landon is speaking at the 
microphone. In the same 
story, Bob Boyett’s name 
was misspelled.

Four Housatonic Heritage walks 
offered over Labor Day weekend

Saturday Sept. 2
Learn about the historic 

iron industry of the Upper 
Housatonic Valley, by the 
Friends of Beckley Furnace, 
140 Lower Road in the East 
Canaan section of North Ca-
naan. One hour tours leave on 
the hour from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 3
Join Tim Hunter from the 

Sharon Land Trust for a mod-
erate to difficult walk of the 
Goodbody Preserve. Good-

body Preserve, 140 Millerton 
Road in Sharon, 10 a.m. to 
noon. The 2.5 mile hike takes 
two hours. To register, email – 
maria@sharonlandtrust.org or 
call (860) 364-5137

A walk with Kathryn 
Boughton, from the Canaan 
History Center, will offer a 
look at how North Canaan 
village expanded following 
the coming of the Housatonic 
Rail Road in the 19th centu-
ry. Vintage Canaan, Canaan 
History Center, 115 Main St. 
in the former Roraback law 
offices, 11 a.m. to noon. The 
quarter-mile walk takes one 
hour. To register, email kath-
rynwboughton@gmail.com

Lou Bucceri, from the 
Salisbury Association His-
torical Society, will share the 
history about the factory and 
the people that produced the 
most powerful cannons of the 
Civil War at the Amesville Iron 
Works in Salisbury, 1 p.m. to 
2 p.m. Park at the boat launch 
on Dugway Road. The quar-
ter-mile walk takes one hour. 
For more information go to 
www.housatonicheritage.org
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Legal Notice
TAX SALE

The tax collector of 
the Town of Canaan has 
levied upon the following 
properties in Canaan and 
slated them for public 
auction to satisfy delinquent 
taxes and charges under 
C.G.S. ÔøΩ 12-157. Unless 
paid, these properties will 
be auctioned in “as is” 
condition at 3:00 p.m. on 
September 7, 2023 at the 
Canaan Town Hall at 108 
Main Street in Falls Village.

#1—18 Route 63 owned 
by Priscilla C. Belcher

#2—acres on Steep Road 
owned by Kevin H. McKee 
or his Estate

#3—97 Route 7 South 
and acres on Route 7 South 
owned by Lewis C. Shippa 
a/k/a Lewis Shippa or his 
Estate and June E. Shippa 
a/k/a June Shippa

 Bidders must present 
$5,000 per property in 
certified funds payable 
to “Pullman & Comley, 
Trustee” on the day of 
the sale, and the winning 
bidder must pay the balance 
of the sale price within 5 
days or forfeit that deposit 
and the property. Absent a 
redemption, the purchaser 
will take title “free and 
clear” six months after the 
auction except for certain 
encumbrances. Details at 
www.cttaxsales.com.
Rebecca Juchert-Derungs, 

CCMC
Canaan Tax Collector

08-31-23

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury

Planning & Zoning 
Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that the following action 
was taken by the Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
of the Town of Salisbury, 
Connecticut on August 21, 
2023:

Approved -  Minor 
Modification of Approved 
S i te  P l an  ass o c i ate d 
w i t h  s p e c i a l  p e r m it 
#2021-0123 by Salisbury 
Housing Committee, Inc. 
to Construct 12-Unit 
Multifamily Residential 

Development in the PKSQ 
Overlay District and Aquifer 
Protection Overlay District 
in accordance with section 
803.5 of the Salisbury 
Zoning Regulations. The 
property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s Map 
45 as Lot 2 and is located at 
11 Holley Street, Lakeville, 
CT. The property is owned 
by The Town of Salisbury.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal this decision to 
the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §8-8.

Town of Salisbury
Planning &

Zoning Commission
Martin Whalen, Secretary

08-31-23

Legal Notice
The Union Cemetery 

Association will hold it’s 
annual meeting on Sept. 9, 
2023, at St. Thomas Church, 
40 Leedsville Rd., Amenia, 
NY from 1 to 2:30 PM. 
If attending, please bring 
a canned or boxed food 
item for the Church’s Food 
Pantry. Call Gail with any 
questions at 845-454-6641.

08-17-23
08-24-23
08-31-23

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury

Planning & Zoning 
Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that the following actions 
were taken by the Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
of the Town of Salisbury, 
Connecticut on August 21, 
2023:

Approved—Site Plan 
Application #2023-0224 by 
William J, and Stephanie 
Colaric, for demolishing 
and rebuilding a garage in 
a conforming location, and 
parking area and utility 
improvements in the Lake 
Protection Overlay District 
in accordance with Section 
404 of the regulations. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s Map 40 
as Lot 30 and is located at 67 
Old CNE Road, Lakeville.

Approved—Site Plan 

Application #2023-0223 
by owner Indian Mountain 
School, to construct a new 
ropes course in accordance 
with section 800 of the 
regulations. The property 
is shown on Salisbury 
Assessor’s Map 01 as Lot 20 
and is located at 211 Indian 
Mountain Road, Lakeville.

Approved - Application 
#2021-0126 Modification 
to Site Plan by owner 178 
South Shore LLC for a 
revised planting plan in 
connection with an approved 
site plan to demolish and 
build a new single-family 
dwelling and associated site 
improvements in the Lake 
Protection Overlay District 
in accordance with section 
404 of the regulations. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s Map 60 
as Lot 22 and is located at 178 
South Shore Road, Salisbury.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal these decisions 
to the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §8-8.

Town of Salisbury
Planning &

Zoning Commission
Martin Whalen, Secretary

08-31-23 655164
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

SANDRA L. BLACK
Late of Salisbury

(23-00342)
 The Hon.Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
August 17, 2023, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Mark J Capecelatro
Mark J. Capecelatro, LLC
117 Main Street
P.O. Box 1045
Canaan, CT 06018

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

08-31-23
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By Patrick L. Sullivan

SHARON — Arborist 
Tom Zetterstrom and North 
Canaan Selectman (and can-
didate for first selectman) 
Christian Allyn described 
how they found success in 
controlling and eliminating 
invasive knotweed in North 
Canaan to the Sharon town 
highway crew on Aug. 9.

The session was both a 
reprise and an update of a 
presentation Zetterstrom 
put together for other town 
crews in 2019.

Zetterstrom provided 
some background, saying 
knotweed was introduced 
into the United Kingdom in 
the 1850s and in the United 
States in the 1890s.

It was seen as an orna-
mental plant. “People liked 
the blossoms,” Zetterstrom 
said.

It was also used to stabi-
lize railroad beds.

Knotweed is an herba-
ceous perennial that spreads 
rapidly and readily. Zetter-
strom said a half-mile patch 
on the Deerfield River in 
Massachusetts could have 
been the result of one plant.

In addition to being thick, 
ubiquitous and annoying, 
knotweed has a deleterious 
effect on biomass, reducing 
insect life in some cases to 
“near zero,” and depriving 
fish of their natural food.

Zetterstrom said on a 
small scale, cutting and bag-
ging knotweed, or even dig-
ging it up, will work. “Treat it 
like lawn maintenance.”

But the most effective 
treatment is a single, late 
summer application of gly-
phosate.

Zetterstrom and Allyn do 
not recommend RoundUp, 

Controlling and eliminating invasive knotweed 

which is what most people 
think of when glyphosate 
is mentioned. Asked about 
this prior to the presenta-
tion, Allyn said RoundUp 
contains other, undesirable 
ingredients.

Allyn said roadside knot-
weed in North Canaan has 
been “100% controlled” 
since 2017 using less than 
three gallons of glypho-
sate concentrate. “We’re on 
maintenance mode,” he said, 
adding the next step in that 
town is to deal with knot-

weed along the Blackber-
ry River, a tributary of the 
Housatonic River.

Allyn said dealing with 
the plant is tricky. He cited 
one instance of knotweed be-
ing cut and allowed to enter 
the Housatonic in Massachu-
setts as a prime example of 
what not to do.

“Even the smallest cut bit 
can take root.”

Mike Nadeau of Sharon 
offered an alternative to gly-
phosate. He said a solution 
of 30% agricultural vine-

gar, combined with small 
amounts of salt flour, citrus 
oil, dish soap and blue dye 
can be injected into the plant 
with excellent results.

The group adjourned to a 
nearby spot, where there was 
a patch of knotweed just right 
for demonstration purposes.

Bob Gambino, an invasive 
plant specialist from New 
Milford, showed how to spray 
a thicket of knotweed, using 
water for demonstration pur-
poses. He also covered opera-
tor safety techniques.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — The Salis-
bury Band played the tradi-
tional end of the summer 
show concert on the lawn 
at the Scoville Memorial Li-
brary on Saturday afternoon, 
Aug. 26.

Director Brian Viets 
thanked the audience for 
coming and Nature for pro-
viding a dry day in an un-
usually wet summer.

“We’ve had a couple of 
washouts this summer.”

He noted it is the 95th 
year of the group’s existence, 
and made a brief pitch for 
centennial events in 2028.

Then it was on to the 
show, starting with a brisk, 
no-nonsense rendition of the 
National Anthem.

There were about 70 peo-
ple in the crowd when the 
music started a little after 5 

Salisbury Band ushers in end of summer

p.m.
The concert ran until 6:30 

p.m., and in that time people 

kept arriving. By the “Stars 
and Stripes Forever” finale, 
there were well over 100 peo-

ple listening.
One couple in a Mercedes 

convertible found a prime 
parking spot directly in front 
of the library, and enjoyed 
the show from their bucket 
seats.

Many brought lawn chairs 
and blankets.

There were spontaneous 
outbursts of dancing, pri-
marily from the under 10 
age group. One determined 
toddler got tangled up in an 
elderly man’s feet, which re-
quired a parental rescue and 
prompted smiles all around.

The library’s bells also 
provided counterpoint. Viets 
was describing the elements 
of George Gershwin’s music:

“A mix of jazz-”
“BONG” went the bell at 

the quarter hour.
“...church bells” contin-

ued Viets without missing 
a beat.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

The Salisbury Band played a mix of marches and pop 
songs at the end-of-summer  concert on Saturday, 
Aug. 26 at the Scoville Memorial Library in Salisbury.
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Housatonic
Heritage Walks

2023
Celebrate our heritage through 

hiking & walking, biking, & canoeing

www.heritage-hikes.org

Enjoy more than 80 FREE 
guided adventures 
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Christian Allyn, left and Tom Zetterstrom shared their experience combatting 
invasive knotweed in North Canaan with the Sharon town crew on Aug. 9. At 
right, Bob Gambino demonstrated with water how to spray knotweed effectively.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between east and 

southeast
4. At right angles to a ship’s 

length
9. William Penn’s business 

partner
14. __ de plume
15. Accomplished soccer 

coach
16. Bone cavities
17. __ juris: independent
18. Popular Philly sandwich
20. Northern Ireland county
22. Performing artist
23. S S S
24. Lacks � avor
28. Commercials
29. Anno Domini (in the 

year of Our Lord)
30. Qatar’s capital
31. Indigenous peoples of 

Alberta
33. Popular footwear
37. Indicates position
38. Anglican cathedral
39. Aircra�  part
41. Before
42. Blood group
43. Secretory organ
44 .Fencing swords
46. � e small projection of a 

mammary gland
49. Technological 

advancement
50. Male parent
51. Dissociable
55. More cold
58. Cape Verde Islands 

capital
59. Blood disorder
60. Creative
64. Sun up in New York
65. Made angry
66. Relieves
67. Brooklyn hoopster
68. Seasonsings
69. Movable barriers
70. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Occur as a result of
2. Spiritual essences
3. Representative
4. Entering
5. Nobel Prize-winning 

physicist
6. Midway between 

northeast and east
7. Consumed
8. Tablelands

9. Kids’ cra�  accessory
10. Not known
11. Sound directed through 

two or more speakers
12. A major division of 

geological time
13. Wild ox
19. Shock treatment
21. Turner and Lasso are two
24. Genus of � owering plants
25. Relating to ductless glands
26. Stock certi� cate
27. Satis� es
31. Places to enjoy a rest
32. Edward __, author and 

writer
34. “__ but goodie”
35. One hundredth of a liter
36. Shabbiness
40. TV personality Roker
41. Triangular upper part of a 

building
45. Speed at which you move
47. O� end

Aug. 24 Solution

Aug. 24 Solution

Sudoku

48. A reference point to 
shoot at

52. Forays
53. Biblical city
54. Blatted
56. Northern sea duck
57. Shabby (slang)
59. Allege
60. Tax collector
61. Whereabouts unknown
62. Chinese philosophical 

principle
63. Indicates equal

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION
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By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — As 
baby boomers enter the twi-
light of their careers, Litch-
field County faces a looming 
labor shortage in its construc-
tion and manufacturing sec-
tors.

Quarterly workforce indi-
cators from the U.S. Census 
Bureau showed that in the 
fourth quarter of 2022,  more 
than one-third of workers in 
these sectors were over the 
age of 55.

As the Northwest Corner’s 
carpenters, plumbers, elec-
tricians, metal workers, me-
chanics, and other blue-collar 

Inspiring young people to join the trades
professionals head into retire-
ment, others in the area have 
begun to take action to fill the 
inevitable void.

Brian Ohler, candidate 
for first selectman in North 
Canaan and former state 
representative,  sees the di-
lemma as an opportunity to 
retain one of the region’s in-
creasingly scarce resources: 
young people.

“Unfortunately, for the 
past thirty years our local 
teenagers and young adults 
have been urged to move as 
far away from North Canaan 
and the Northwest Corner as 
possible,” he remarked. “That 
put us in the position we are 

in now.”
With property prices out 

of reach for many young 
adults, Ohler sees trade pro-
fessions as a potential solution 
to keeping adolescents in the 
area after high school. 

“There’s no shame in stay-
ing in the Northwest Corner. 
With the trade jobs that are 
available now…you can make, 
depending on how hard you 
work, 70 to 100 grand easily. 
And that’s in your early 20s,” 
he said.

Ohler outlined his goals 
to train the region’s youth in 
hopes of inspiring the next 
generation of trade workers.

“We need to change the 

culture and erase the stigma,” 
he said. “It’s not wrong to be 
an electrician. To be an auto-
motive mechanic. Those ar-
en’t second class professions.”

Ohler envisioned a facility 
in North Canaan that would 
offer professional training and 
guidance to those interested 
in learning a trade. He has 
begun this effort by speaking 
with industry professionals to 
form a “trade collective” and 
create a school-based aware-
ness program.

He said he is “working 
with the local elementary 
school in order to have reoc-
curring days where a partic-
ular trade can come into the 
school and demonstrate their 
skills and perhaps even have 
the 7th and 8th graders get 
some hands-on exposure.”

Eventually, he hopes to 
pair licensed professionals 
with apprentices to replenish 
the workforce and keep young 
adults in the Northwest Cor-
ner for years to come.

“What I’m envisioning is 
structured programs where 
they can obtain a license in 
the end,” he said. “North 
Canaan can be, and will be, 
a home for this type of op-
portunity.”

In Kent, Touch a Trade 
has spent the last few years 
working to solve the same 
problem. Founding partner 
and career carpenter Mason 
Lord discussed the lack of 
contractors in the Northwest 
Corner and explained Touch 
a Trade’s response to the sit-

uation at hand.
“Especially trades like 

plumbing, electric, it’s hard 
to find help. There’s not a lot 
of people interested in going 
into the trades these days and 
I think that’s what Brian and 
we would like to change,” he 
said. “Our initial goal is to cre-
ate a spark in young people.”

Touch a Trade hosted its 
inaugural event last fall in 
partnership with Eric Sloane 
Museum and Connecticut 
Antique Machinery Associ-
ation (CAMA). The open-
air fair featured interactive 
demonstrations from dozens 
of artisans to give a hands-on 
experience to attendees.

All with professional su-
pervision and safety precau-
tions, guests climbed trees 
with an arborist, worked with 
power and hand tools, learned 
modern and historical tech-
niques, and even competed in 
a 12-foot wood beam slalom 
course.

Touch a Trade will return 
this year with its second an-
nual fair this fall, scheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 21, at the 
Sloane-CAMA complex in 
Kent. Lord said this year will 
be “as good as last year, maybe 
10% better.”

“We’ll have carpentry, 
plumbing, electric, tile, con-
tractors, drywall, hand tools, 
we had an arborist last year, 
we’ll have an arborist this year. 
That was probably to most 
popular, climb the tree,” he 
said.

Eric Sloane Museum and 

CAMA will host coinciding 
events on Oct. 21 to highlight 
historical craftsmanship and 
artisans from the past.

Building on the success of 
last year, Touch a Trade has set 
additional goals to replenish 
the workforce. Among these 
is a push to include neurodi-
verse people in the solution.

He said hands-on work 
comes naturally to many vi-
sual learners and could offer 
employment opportunities 
for individuals on the au-
tism spectrum or those with 
ADHD and dyslexia.

“For visual learners, espe-
cially in the trades because so 
much of it is visual, they can 
really succeed,” he said.

He recalled spending time 
with a teenager at one of 
Touch a Trade’s pop-up events 
this summer while working 
with a hand plane.

“The first time she made 
the pass, basically she just 
skidded across the board 
and did nothing. I showed 
her how to do the next one, 
she got a little bit of a shaving. 
By the fourth time, she went 
the whole board and did a 
shaving, and you should have 
seen the look on her face. She 
wanted to take the shaving 
with her.”

Through individual expe-
riences like this, it is Touch 
a Trade’s hope that the next 
generation sees blue collar 
professions in a different light.

“There needs to be a real 
reshuffling of how people 
look at the trades,” said Lord.

By Emma Spindler

KENT — The Eric Sloane 
Museum showcased the tal-
ents of local blacksmith Ian 
McCarthy on Aug. 26. 

From 10 a.m. to 4   p.m., 
visitors at the museum were 
able to watch and learn from 
McCarthy as he demonstrat-
ed and talked about his trade 
and skills.

The event happened to be 
on National Dog Day. Puns 
were utilized and “dogs” were 
forged, log dogs, to be exact. 

Also known as andirons, 
the iron-fashioned tools 
hold firewood together for 
efficient burning. While not 
the fluffy pets the day com-
memorates, McCarthy’s log 
dogs are still objects worth 
noting.

As McCarthy primari-
ly fashions cookware and 
homegoods, he presented a 
large display of handcrafted 
iron skillets in front of his 
demonstrative station. Orig-
inally a carpenter, McCarthy 
shared that once he began us-
ing blacksmithing techniques 
to create tools for himself, he 
switched his focus and honed 
his skills. Now, eight years 
later, he sells his handcraft-
ed pieces and teaches others 
how to do the same.

Andrew Rowand, muse-
um curator and administra-
tor at the Eric Sloane Muse-
um, shared his goals for the 
education programs that he 
is helping to integrate and 
establish. “If the people who 
come here, of any age, learn 
even just one thing when 
they visit, then we’ve accom-
plished [our goal],” he said.

While the museum is 
full of intricate tools of iron, 
Rowand acknowledged that 

Local blacksmith teaches trade 
at Kent’s Sloane Museum

visitors “can’t touch anything, 
even though they want to,” so 
in conjunction with McCar-
thy’s demonstrations, there 
were interactive exhibits set 
up just yards away that inte-
grated fashioned iron with 
larger machinery and car-
pentry.

The museum is a time 
capsule of American trade 
pioneership and invention. 
Lynn Worthington, of the 
museum staff, shared that 
“most people don’t know” 
of the museum’s extensive 
collection of original tools, 
as well as the vast knowledge 
of unique skills that the cu-
rators and staff have, and all 
within reach of the commu-
nity.

“Tradework is so import-
ant now,” Ms. Worthington 
shared, because the term “in-
cludes so many more skills 
than people realize,” like that 
of electricians, plumbers, 
landscapers, and others.

“Maybe people will be-
come interested if they see” 
all of the possibilities that ex-

ist, and have existed, in Kent 
and in the greater Litchfield 
County.

Rowand’s plans on main-
taining demonstrative ses-
sions, like that by McCa-
rthy, as a way of spreading 
tradework education in the 
community, but reminds that 
the real spectacle will be at 
Touch-A-Trade in October, 
when blacksmithing, along 
with more skillsets, will be 
on display.

Rowand added that, while 
the museum is prioritizing 
education and preservation, 
the staff doesn’t  forget that 
“these skills are fun.

“We show kids that, too.”

PHOTOS BY EMMA SPINDLER

Ian  McC ar thy  g ave 
demonstration, showing 
his handcrafted pieces.

Andrew Rowand led an 
interactive exhibit.
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certified Technician

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone. 

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Worship Services
Week of September 3, 2023

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
Misa en español a las 4 de la tarde

el último domingo de mes
The Revs. Heidi Truax & Felix Rivera

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

The next meeting will be
Sunday, September 10 at 10:30 a.m.

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
North Cornwall Meeting House

115 Town Street, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On The Green

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
Childrens Camp | Shabbat Services 

Hebrew School | Cteen | YJP
Judaism With A Smile!

chabadNW.org
860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 10:00 A.M.

518-789-3138

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.
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Jill S. Ghi
NORTH CANAAN — Jill 

S. Ghi, 87, of North Canaan 
passed peaceful-
ly surrounded by 
family on August 
18, 2023.  She 
was a loving sis-
ter, aunt, moth-
er, grandmother, 
great grandmother 
and friend.  She 
was the widow of 
Anthony A. Ghi 
and daughter of the late Dor-
othy and Kenneth Stackpole, 
of Harrison, Maine.  Jill was 
born in Valhalla, New York, 
grew up in Pleasantville, 
New York, and graduated 
from Pleasantville High 
School in 1954.  She attended 
Hartford Hospital School of 
Nursing where she graduated 
as a registered nurse in 1957.  
Shortly after graduation she 
got married and went to 
work at Winsted Memorial 
Hospital.  After moving to 
North Canaan in 1960, she 
helped run the family sign 
company with her husband 
of 40 years.

She was on The North Ca-
naan Recreation Commis-
sion for 30 years, was a voting 
machine mechanic, active in 
the Red Hats and assisted her 
husband with his duties as 
the local building official.  Jill 
was a frequent volunteer at 
Red Cross blood banks, well 
baby clinics, blood pressure 
clinics and administered flu 
shots at Wangum Village 
from 1960 to around 1990.  
As she began to back off from 
her duties involving the sign 
business she began to spent 
more and more summers 
in Harrison, Maine at her 
“camp” which was right next 
door to her sister Jane.  The 
two of them made it their 
job to attend church sup-
pers, pancake breakfasts, 
pot pie dinners and any and 
all other local events in the 
town.  When she wasn’t sup-
porting the community she 
was no doubt entertaining 
her children and doting after 
her grandchildren.

One of Jill’s favorite jobs 
was being the alumni co-
ordinator for her nursing 
classmates. It was of special 
interest that she kept tabs 

on all her nursing school 
contemporaries and when a 

classmate didn’t re-
spond to her calls, 
letters or e-mails 
she used her vast 
network to track 
them down and 
get the scoop.

Jill collected 
angels. If you had 
ever been in her 
home or ridden in 

her car, you, no doubt, saw 
the dozens of angel pen-
dants, angel stickers and an-
gel figurines scattered about. 
Some were plain, some were 
fancy, and others had sayings 
on them like; “Believe in an-
gels”, “Don’t drive faster than 
your angel can fly”, “Believe 
in miracles”, “Reach for the 
stars” and “Have a dream”.  
All very sage advice.  Jill is 
with her fellow angels now.**

Jill is survived by her sis-
ter Jane Seeds, her brother 
Joe Scelza, her sons Frank 
and Philip, her daughter-in-
law Maria, six grandchildren, 
Jordan, Samantha, Dominic, 
Lily, Francesca and Alexis 
and her great-granddaugh-
ter, Maggie.

A special and heartfelt 
thanks to all the wonderful 
doctors, nurses, CNA’s, ad-
ministrators and staff at the 
Stephens Memorial Hospital, 
Norway Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center and Andro-
scoggin Home Healthcare & 
Hospice in Norway, Maine.  
Their kindness, caring, un-
derstanding and profession-
alism made all the difference 
at a very difficult time.

Please send any donations 
to Hartford Hospital School 
of Nursing Alumni Associa-
tion Scholarship Fund.

The wake will be held at 
Newkirk Palmer Funeral 
Home in North Canaan on 
Sept. 11 from  5:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

There will be a mass at 
Saint Martin of Tours, St. 
Joseph Church in North 
Canaan on Sept. 12 at 10:00 
a.m.  The mass will be fol-
lowed by a brief graveside 
burial at St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery and a reception at the 
VFW Post 6851 in North 
Canaan.

Rudy Schaelchli (Schalchli)
MILLERTON — Rudy 

Schaelchli (Schalchli) was 
born on Nov. 25, 1927, in 
Winterthur, Switzerland, 
and he was very proud of 
his Swiss heritage.

After attending The Win-
terthur Agricultural College, 
he traveled to Sweden to tend 
livestock on a small farm. He 
described his time in Swe-
den as “the best time of my 
life.” He came to the United 
States in 1952 to work on 
Bel Air Farms in Millbrook, 
New York, first as a cook for 
the other farmhands, then a 
milker, and later, managing 
and working the corn and 
hay field. Rudy was also in 
charge of repairing the farm 
machinery. It was during this 
time that he met Jorge Meili, 
and they remained friends 
for 65 years, until Jorge’s 
passing in 2020.

Moving on from Bel Air 
Farms, Rudy was employed 

by Mohawk Harvester as the 
Parts Manager for 34 years, 
traveling along the 
East Coast, until 
the business closed 
in 2004.

Rudy came out 
of retirement and 
was employed at 
Harney and Sons 
Tea, full time for 
10 years, a job 
which gave him 
much pleasure. He was able 
to keep active and made 
many new and dear friends.

Rudy was a life-member 
of Germania Singing Soci-
ety, in Poughkeepsie, New 
York. He was on the Board 
of Directors for 20 years. 
He played soccer for the 
Germania Soccer team and 
sang in the Germania Men’s 
Chorus. He also ran a cater-
ing service for their dinners.

Rudy was also a life-mem-
ber of the Hudson-Mohawk 

Swiss Society and every-
one relied on him to grill 

the bratwurst and 
knockwurst at the 
annual Swiss Fest.

Rudy was an 
avid stamp col-
lector, a passion 
that began with 
his father, as a 
youngster. He was 
a member of the 
American Philatel-

ic Society, serving as Eastern 
Regional Director for many 
years. Rudy won numerous 
awards both nationally and 
internationally for his stamp 
collections.

He was predeceased by 
his parents, Jacob and Elise 
(Benz) Schalchli and his sib-
lings, Jacob and Ursula.

Rudy was also prede-
ceased by his wife, Vivian 
June (Quick). He is survived 
by his son Rudy E., currently 
living in Poughkeepsie, and 
his daughter Trudy and her 
partner Frank Grusauskas, 
of Falls Village, Connecticut,  

his granddaughter Iris Her-
mann and her partner Rocco 
Botto and their children Ivy 
June, Henry, and Hazel, of 
Cornwall, Connecticut, and 
his grandson Sam Hermann 
and his wife, Lisa Erdner 
Hermann, of Millerton.

The family wishes to 
thank the staff of Sharon 
Health Care for their kind 
and compassionate care, 
during these past few years 
as well as Erin and Kelly 
from Athena Home Health 
and Hospice.

Calling hours were Fri-
day, August 25, 2023, from 
10 a.m. to  12 p.m. at the 
Scott D. Conklin Funer-
al Home, 37 Park Avenue, 
Millerton, NY. A graveside 
service and burial followed 
at 12:30 p.m. at Irondale 
Cemetery in Millerton. To 
send an online condolence 
to the family, plant a tree in 
Rudy’s memory or to send 
flowers to the visitation, 
please visit www.conklinfu-
neralhome.com

Linda Lou Mary Clark 

Alyce V. Kastner

Heather Lin Gaghan and 
Donald Joseph Clark; her 
son-in-law Tom Gaghan 
and daughter-in-law Ange-
la Clark; four grandchildren, 
Amanda, Lauren, Mason and 
Arabella.

Visitation will be held at 
Kenny Funeral Home in Sha-
ron, Connecticut, Wednes-
day, Aug. 30, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

The family asks in lieu of 
flowers, that donations be 
sent to the Joy of the Gospel 
St. Matthew Catholic Church, 
9111 90th Ave, Largo, FL 
33777; or online at www.
osvhub.com/stmat/giving/
funds/pinellas-hope-project 
in her honor.

NORFOLK — Linda Lou 
Mary Clark died on Aug. 
21, 2023, in Oak 
Grove, Missouri. 
She was born Aug. 
15, 1947, in Pitts-
field, Massachu-
setts, to Frances 
Mildred (Grace) 
and Joseph Dan-
iels. 

Linda Lou 
was an alumna of 
Pittsfield High School grad-
uating class of 1965.   She 
enlisted into the Army and 
received her Licensed Prac-
ticing Nurse certificate.  She 
served during Vietnam and 
received an Honorable Dis-
charge, at the rank of SGT.  

Linda Lou married Don-
ald Andrew Clark and re-
sided in Norfolk where they 
raised their two children, 
Heather Lin (Gaghan) and 
Donald Joseph. Linda Lou 
continued her nursing ca-
reer working at Ann’s Nurs-
ery For Babies and Winsted 
Hospital. 

After moving to Flori-
da, she took a position with 
the Transportation Security 
Administration as a security 
officer at the Tampa Inter-
national Airport and again 
served our country with 
pride until her retirement 
in summer of 2014.  Retire-
ment enabled Linda Lou to 

become part of a volunteer 
program at the local soup 

kitchen donating 
her time to those 
in need, expanding 
on her love for gar-
dening and grow-
ing flowers, visit-
ing with friends 
and family, and 
traveling with her 
companion Luis 
Insignares while 

visiting military bases along 
the way. 

Linda Lou is preceded in 
death by her husband Don-
ald Joseph and her brother 
Thomas Galloway. She is 
survived by her children 

MILLERTON — With a 
heavy heart, we announce the 
passing of Alyce V. 
Kastner on Aug. 20, 
2023, at the age of 
87.

Alyce was born 
on Sept. 14, 1935, 
in New York, New 
York, to the late 
William and Alice 
(Murray)Yeaton.

Alyce was a 
cherished friend and neigh-
bor and a devoted family 
member. Alyce is survived 
by her loving husband of 57 
years, George of Millerton, 
and her favorite daughter, 
Michele of Beacon, New 
York. She was pre-deceased 
by her bubbly grand dog 
(Maizy).

Before living in Millerton, 
New York, Alyce resided in 
New Jersey, Hoboken, and 
Jersey City, in her younger 
years. It was in Hoboken at 
Keuffel and Esser Co. (K&E) 
where she and George first-
met. One of the remarkable 
chapters of Alyce’s life was 
how George convinced her 
to leave the urban hustle and 
bustle and move to the bucol-
ic countryside.

Alyce had fond memories 
of the friendships she made 
over the years. She had de-
lightful, genuine neighbors in 
Lakeville, Connecticut, and 

Millerton, New York. And 
her employment at the North 

East Pharmacy 
(Rexall Drugs) 
and Riley’s Furni-
ture led to many 
newfound pals 
among colleagues 
and patrons.

Alyce was re-
nowned for her 
one-liners, effort-
lessly brightening 

everyone’s day with her quick 
wit and sharp humor. Her 
ability to craft a memorable 
quip brought laughter to even 
the most ordinary moments, 
leaving an enduring mark 
on the hearts of those lucky 
enough to share her compa-
ny. “This house is a circus, 
and no one is the star,” re-
ceived repeated giggles over 
the years.

She loved kids of all 
ages. She never gave up an 
opportunity to chaperone 
a class trip or tell lively, ac-
tion-packed stories with 
stuffed animals as the en-
semble cast.

As we remember Alyce, let 
us appreciate her memories 
and their impact on our lives. 
Her legacy will continue to 
inspire us to live with pur-
pose, compassion, and, most 
importantly, laughter.

At her request, Alyce will 
be cremated with the scatter-
ing of ashes in her home state 
of New Jersey. Most likely in 
a place where she can actively 
people-watch, sip on an ice-
cold Pepsi, and enjoy a hot 
sausage sandwich with pep-
pers and onions.

The family kindly requests 
donations to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105, a cause close to Alyce’s 
heart.

At this time, calling hours 
will be at the family’s discre-
tion. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 
37 Park Avenue, Millerton, 
NY 12546. To send an on-
line condolence to the family, 
please visit www.conklinfu-
neralhome.com
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Jessie Bate
Housatonic Valley 

Regional High School
Library Media Specialist
Jessie Bate is rejoining the 

Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School faculty as the 
library media specialist. She 
is finishing her Master of Li-
brary and Information Sci-
ence degree at Southern Con-
necticut State University. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
physical education and health 
from Eastern Connecticut 
State University. Jessie previ-
ously worked as a health and 
physical education teacher 
and, most recently, as the high 
school library assistant for the 
past two years.

Jessie is a graduate of 
HVRHS and a Cornwall 
native, where she now lives 
with her boyfriend, Mark, 
and their three cats, Bryan, 
Schmidt, and Margie. In her 
spare time, Jessie enjoys trav-
eling to national parks, play-
ing pickleball, and pet sitting. 
Jessie is looking forward to 
starting her new role and 
offering new programming 
and activities in the library. 
Salary: $93,342

Karen Littau
Housatonic Valley 

Regional High School
School Counselor

Karen Littau  is a certified 
School Counselor. She holds 
a Masters Degree in School 
Counseling from Capella 
University, and a Bachelors 
Degree in Women’s Gender 
and Sexuality Studies with 
a focus on Psychology and 
Human Rights. Her initial 
interest to become School 
Counselor came from her 
experience abroad, where she 
worked with students from a 
variety of backgrounds. Kar-
en completed her practicum 
and I internship hours with 
Terryville High School before 
joining the Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School coun-
seling department.

Karen is excited to con-
tinue building relationships 
with students, parents, faculty 
and staff as the years progress. 
When she’s not at HVRHS, 
she enjoys hiking, various 
training, paddleboarding, 
and reading books. Salary: 
$53,590

Colleen O’Reilly
Housatonic Valley 

Regional High School
Mathematics

Colleen O’Reilly is step-
ping into the Math Depart-
ment at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School with 
years of teaching experience 
at the middle school level. A 
graduate of St. Lawrence Uni-
versity and Teachers College 
at Columbia University, she 
holds a BS in Mathematics 
and an MA in Mathematics 
Education. Colleen lives in 
Lakeville with her husband 
and three children. She is 
most excited to return to the 
classrooms at HVRHS where 
she was inspired to teach 
math. Salary: $86,206

Samantha Flunory
North Canaan  

Elementary School
Special Education

Samantha Flunory is a 
Special Education Teacher 
who has been in the field for 
14 years. She relocated from 
Brooklyn, New York, to North 
Canaan two years ago and is 
excited to join Region One as 
a Special Education Teacher 
and to work in her local com-
munity. She attended Brook-
lyn College, obtaining her 
Masters’s Degree in Educa-
tion with a dual certification 
in Special Education.

In her free time, Samantha 
enjoys reading, spending time 
with her family, exploring 
new places, and trying differ-
ent cuisines. Salary: $77,906

Patricia Bunk
Lee H. Kellogg School

Art
Patricia Bunk has earned 

an M.Ed in education. Study-
ing at Smith, California Col-
lege of Arts and Crafts, and 
The Art Institute of Boston, 
her passion involves the cre-
ative process. Bunk is the new 
art teacher at the Lee H. Kel-
logg School in Falls Village.

“I focus on the elements 
and principles of design. 
Working in watercolors, and 
have taught grades k-12 and 
foundational college courses 
in illustration and color. My 
love of nature has included 

portraits, landscapes, flowers, 
birds, and animals. I have ex-
hibited my work from Ireland 
to Europe and the USA.” Sal-
ary: $47,286

Kaitlyn Buckley
Cornwall Consolidated 

School
Third Grade

Kaitlyn Buckley will re-
turn to her roots at Corn-
wall Consolidated School 
as the Third Grade teacher. 
She recently graduated from 
Western Connecticut State 
University with a BS in Ele-
mentary Education. During 
the summers, Kaitlyn works 
for Chimney Rock, a local 
gardening company, and en-
joys spending her free time 
outdoors. Kaitlyn is looking 
forward to teaching in her 
home town. Salary: $47,793

Susana  
Martinez-Bauer

Cornwall Consolidated 
School

Art and Spanish
Susana Martinez-Bauer 

is a bilingual Pre-K-12 certi-
fied Art teacher and Spanish 
teacher. She holds her Mas-
ter’s Degree in Art Education 
from Long Island University 
and her Bachelor’s Degree 
in Art History from Adel-
phi University. Susana is re-
turning as the art teacher at 
Cornwall again this year. Be-
ginning this school year she 
will also be teaching Spanish 
in the Spanish Lab and incor-
porating it in the Art Studio 
for more immersive language 
learning in grades K-8. Susa-
na comes to Region One from 
the Winchester Public School 
District last year where she 
taught Pre-K – 2nd grade art 
for 6 years and the Talented 
and Gifted Art Program for 
grades 4-6. Susana is origi-
nally from Long Island where 
she taught middle school art.

Susana has a passion for 
language, culture, art histo-
ry, drawing and continuously 
learning artistic techniques. 
She enjoys sharing these pas-
sions with her students and 
believes that through tech-
niques, language immersion 
and creativity all students can 
become bilingual artists. Su-
sana is married, has a 17 year 
old son, 2 dogs and a rabbit. 
She loves animals and enjoys 
taking her dogs on adventures 
including kayaking, hiking 
and paddle boarding. Salary: 
$43,804

Steven Huang
Kent Center School

Music
Steven Huang has con-

ducted youth, community, 
and professional orchestras 

across the United States and 
throughout the world. He 
served as tenured faculty as 
Director of Orchestral Ac-
tivities at Ohio University in 
Athens, Ohio. He is current-
ly the Music Director of the 
New Westchester Symphony 
Orchestra, Music Director of 
the Yale Medical School Or-
chestra, and Conductor of 
the Norwalk Youth Concert 
Orchestra. Steven is partic-
ularly excited about learning 
and teaching with young 
musicians at Kent Center 
School. He is a pianist and a 
cellist. Although he grew up 
in Southern California, Ste-
ven studied on the East Coast 
at Harvard College and the 
University of Michigan; and 
received his Teaching Cer-
tification in June 2023 from 
Connecticut Alternate Route 
to Certification (ARC).

Steven lives with his two 
children in Sharon. In addi-
tion to music, Steven picked 
up many other hobbies 
during the pandemic, includ-
ing day-hiking, cooking, and 
managing a country home. 
Salary: $18,624

Cody Rodrigues
Kent Center School

Spanish
Cody Rodrigues is a K-12 

Certified Spanish teacher who 
will be joining Kent Center 
School. He holds a Master’s 
Degree in the Art of Teach-
ing as well as a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Spanish from CCSU. 
Cody joins Region One from 
Middletown Public Schools 
where he taught Spanish for 
two years.

Cody is passionate about 
the science of learning and 
the ways in which people 
acquire a second language. 
He believes every student is 
capable of acquiring a second 
language and the cultural 
competencies that come with 
it. He looks forward to engag-
ing students in the language 
and helping them learn to 
communicate with others in 
meaningful ways. A speaker 
of English, Spanish, and Por-
tuguese, Cody’s love of lan-
guage and culture has allowed 
him to live and work in sev-
eral Spanish speaking coun-
tries. He takes full advantage 
of summer breaks to travel 
and interact with other cul-
tures, experiences he brings 
with him to the classroom. 
Salary: $52,937

Alison Hasenbein
North Canaan  

Elementary School
Science

Alison Hasenbein is a sci-
ence teacher and has been 
teaching for the last 8 years. 
She is excited to bring her 
passion and love for science 
to North Canaan Elementa-
ry school where she will be 
teaching 7th and 8th grade 
science. Alison holds her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Biolog-
ical Sciences from University 
of Connecticut and her Mas-
ter’s Degree in Environmental 
Geosciences from Universi-
ty of New Haven. She comes 

to us from Regional School 
District 10 (Harwinton/Bur-
lington), where she taught 7th 
grade science for the last 4 
years. She previously worked 
at the Watertown School Dis-
trict teaching high school sci-
ence for 4.5 years.

In her spare time Alison 
enjoys spending her time out-
doors hiking, camping, and 
skiing with her partner Ryan 
and their two dogs. You can 
also find her tending to her 
gardens, chickens, and hon-
eybees. Salary: $74,236

Mindy Rosen
Salisbury Central School
Math, Science, and STEM

Mindy Rosen recently 
relocated to Lakeville  from 
Palm Beach Gardens, Flori-
da, where she specialized in 
integrating STEM Educa-
tion into the curriculum and 
teaching math, science, and 
technology. Mindy received a 
master’s degree in computer 
science education from Nova 
Southeastern University and 
a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology and education from 
Gettysburg College. Mindy is 
a Master Lego Educator and is 
passionate about using robot-
ics in the classroom. For the 
upcoming 2023-2024 school 
year, Mindy will teach math, 
science, and STEM at Salis-
bury Central School. Salary: 
$47,546

MaryEllen Epstein
Sharon Center School

Science
MaryEllen Epstein is a 

lifelong Connecticut resident, 
now living in Kent with her 
husband, two children, and 
dog. Prior to joining Sharon 
Center School, she taught 7th 
grade science in New Milford 
and taught 6th grade sci-
ence for more than 20 years 
in Wilton. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree in biology 
and chemistry from Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield 
and continued her graduate 
studies there, earning a Mas-
ter’s degree in education. She 
believes that learning is about 
wonder and discovery and is 
looking forward to working 
with all of the children at 
Sharon Center School. Sala-
ry: $95,556

Ryan McNulty
Sharon Center School

Music
Ryan McNulty is a Music 

Teacher who recently earned 
his Bachelor’s Degree in Mu-
sic Education from Western 
Connecticut State University. 
He comes from the Danbury 
School District, where he 
completed his Student Teach-

ing requirements teaching 
General Music, Band, and 
Choir. He will be teaching 
Music at the Sharon Center 
School for the 2023-2024 
school year.

Living in New Milford, 
Connecticut, Ryan enjoys 
performing around the area 
singing or on the saxophone. 
He believes that learning mu-
sic is essential for a student’s 
success in school. Outside 
of performing and teaching, 
Ryan loves to run, hike, and 
play tennis. Salary: $50,555

Grace Hemenway
Salisbury Central School

School Psychologist
Grace Hemenway holds 

a Master’s Degree in School 
Psychology, with a specialty 
in clinical child counseling, 
and a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Psychology from the Univer-
sity of Hartford. She comes 
to us from Granby Public 
Schools, where she complet-
ed her year-long internship. 
Being a Litchfield County na-
tive, Grace is excited to start 
her career with Region One. 
In her free time, she enjoys 
reading a good book at the 
beach, hiking with her two 
dogs, and spending time with 
family and friends. Salary: 
$56,793

Abigail Thompson
Salisbury Central School

Special Education
Abigail Thompson is a 

certified Special Education 
teacher and holds a Masters 
of Education. Originally 
from southern New Hamp-
shire, Abigail attended the 
University of New Hamp-
shire where she earned her 
undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. She then moved to 
Manhattan where she lived 
on the Upper West Side and 
worked as a Special Educator 
in Washington Heights. She 
recently moved to Sharon 
where she lives with her fi-
ancé, Nick, and goldendoodle 
puppy, Gatsby.

Abigail is excited to bring 
her passion and excitement 
for teaching to Region One, 
where she will be a Special 
Education Teacher at Salis-
bury Central School. In her 
spare time, Abigail enjoys 
hiking with family, read-
ing, and doing yoga. Salary: 
$70,404

FALLS VILLAGE — New teachers in 
Region One gathered at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School Tuesday, Aug. 22 for 
orientation.

There are 14 new hires by Region One.
The teachers received a briefing on in-

formation technology and security from 
Mike Ellington, the network administrator 
at HVRHS.

New teachers in Region One

 

Best 
of luck 
for the  
school 
year!

From The 
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Our Towns
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SALE

SAVE
  5O%
OFF

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL REBATE*
*Savings are on mattress sets based on size and style. 

See store for details.
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PLUS AN ADDITIONAL REBATE*

TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES • NATURAL MATERIALS
HANDCRAFTED QUALITY • EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT

VISIT SHIFMAN.COM

NEXT DAY DELIVERY *
*ON IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY

Made in the USA

10 DAYS ONLY
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Twin Matt.
Twin XL Matt.
Full Matt.
King Matt.
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Retail

$2,495
$2,895
$3,295
$4,995

Special
Sale
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$1,195
$1,285
$1,995

$1,695
Topaz

QUEEN MATT.
 Was $4,240

Twin Matt.
Twin XL Matt.
Full Matt.
King Matt.

Sugg.
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$3,995
$4,475
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FREE LOCAL DELIVERY AND SET UP
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

5938 N Elm Ave, Millerton, NY
518.789.3848 • northelmhome.com
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By Leila Hawken

SHARON — Fami-
ly, friends, and associates 
turned out to honor and 
remember a life that began 
a century ago when James 
L. Buckley was born to a 
renowned family of Sharon. 

The Requiem Mass was 
held at St. Bernard’s Church 
in Sharon on Thursday, Au-
gust 24, filling the historic 
space to capacity.

“He was a good man,” 
said Maureen Bozell, Buck-
ley’s niece, as she arrived 
for the service, adding that 
in fact, that summation is 
the ultimate testament to a 
fulfilled, purposed century 
of life.

“He was a good neigh-
bor,” said Sharon resident 
Tom Trowbridge, remem-
bering his neighborly qual-
ities.

The funeral for the con-
servative politician and U.S. 
Senator representing New 
York would mark the end of 
an important political era 
represented by one promi-
nent family.

“To know another person 
is a great asset in our lives,” 
said the Rev. Francis Fador 
who had been invited by the 
Buckley family to serve as 
co-celebrant for the funer-
al service. He recalled that 
Buckley’s qualities of char-
acter made him a genuine, 
deep listener.

“He sat and he listened,” 
Fador said. “He had a pro-
found ability to do that,” he 
added remembering fondly 
and emotionally long hours 
passed in conversation.

A commitment to truth 
was another quality of char-
acter that defined Buckley, 
Fador said, asking and an-
swering, “What is the truth? 
Not always what you want 

Buckley remembered at funeral

it to be.”
“Jim lived it. The truth 

was always first and foremost 
in his life,” Fador said, adding 
that his Catholic faith was a 
bulwark for his life, that he 
intentionally integrated his 
faith into his politics as U.S. 
Senator from New York and 
in his service as a judge in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals in 
Washington, D.C.

That integration had 
been so successfully real-
ized, Buckley was invited to 
speak on Oct. 31, 2015, at the 
University of Connecticut 
School of Law on the subject 
of “Religion and Politics.”

Speaking of the taking of 
an Oath of Office, Fador said 
“We ask God to bear witness 
to our promises in the ex-
pectation that He will hold 
us accountable.”

“Jim was soft-spoken, a 
gentlemen’s gentleman with 
a deep faith, who related 

with people.
“Thank you for your 

friendship; thank you for 
your love,” Fador concluded 
over the casket.

Daughter Priscilla Buck-
ley delivered remarks of 
remembrance on behalf of 
her family. She was one of six 
children born to Buckley and 
their mother, Ann. 

“We never saw him, but 
we knew he loved us,” she 
quipped, adding, “like God.” 
She continued that he loved 
time spent in the country 
and that money was of no 
importance to him. 

“He was a bedrock Cath-
olic,” she said, maintaining 
cordial relationships even 
when confronted with op-
posing views.

She recalled that Sen. 
Daniel P. Moynihan, having 
defeated Buckley for his U.S. 
Senate seat in 1976, had de-
scribed Buckley as “a man of 

good quality.”
“He never raised his 

voice,” his daughter remem-
bered, praising him for his 
empathy and his apprecia-
tion for small kindnesses. As 
the years went on, he never 
complained, and he told his 
family often that he loved 
them.

As more years passed, 
she recalled that he relished 
the repeated visits from for-
mer colleagues, former law 
clerks, and his many friends.

Deirdre Broderick per-
formed at the funeral as 
organist and solo vocalist, 
offering a sung 23rd Psalm 
and another solo on the “Ave 
Maria.”

Love had been a simple 
central theme of the service 
and the remarks, love of peo-
ple and love of country, the 
funeral recessional hymn ap-
propriately being “America 
the Beautiful.”

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

The mass for James L. Buckley was held at St. Bernard’s Church on Aug. 24.

By Riley Klein

NORFOLK - After a 
three-year hiatus, Norfolk 
Library’s Summer Soiree 
made a comeback on Fri-
day, Aug. 25.

The open-air cocktail 
party drew hundreds to 
support the library over 
hors d’oeuvres from The 
HUB, beer from Nor-
brook Farm Brewery, and 
music from the Albert Ri-
vera band. 

Presented by Norfolk 
Library Associates, the 
fundraiser not only gen-
erated support for year-
round programming 
at the library but also 

served as a “thank you” 
to its many volunteers 
and contributors.

Tom Hlas, a mem-
ber of Norfolk Library 
Associates, helped orga-
nize the event and said 
he was pleased to see the 
library’s Summer Soiree 
return to Norfolk this 
year.

“This is the first one 
since 2019,” Hlas said. 
“We sold a lot of tickets 
pre-sale. I think we sold 
130.”

The following Satur-
day and Sunday, hun-
dreds of bibliophiles lined 
up for free books under 
the big tent at the library. 

Norfolk supports library

PHOTOS BY BRIDGET STARR TAYLOR

Book lovers converged on the free book giveaway 
at the Norfolk Library’s 47th annual book sale.

The line for free books at Norfolk Library 
stretched down the street on Sunday, Aug. 27.
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Member FDIC        NMLS ID: 510148

litchfieldbancorp.com  |  nwcommunitybank.com  |  collinsvillebank.com

People. Easy communication and relationships among
bankers and customers. A bank “right-sized” to offer a
range of competitive products for personal and business
needs. A firm commitment to the towns where we live 
and work. Nearby branches, mobile access, online and
ATM convenience. Interested in switching to your
community bank? Yes, a friendly, local person will 
answer the phone. 
Call Susan in Lakeville at 860-393-9171.

Lakeville at 326 Main St. |  Litchfield | Torrington | Watertown

Susan Dickinson
Vice President

Lakeville Branch
Manager

MLO #532620

Q:What makes 
our community bank
your community bank?

Concept for the first of a series about local/mutual banking in northwest
corner. This one is general, future ones could address advantages: local
decision-making; community involvement and support (sponsorships,
volunteers, foundation); photo of whole Lakeville staff; map of location/
town proximity to Lakeville branch; Lakeville area testimonials from 
individual and business; mutuality/no stockholders

ROYGBIVLakeville.com + 329 Main St Lakeville

Sept 1st 10:00am Open Studio (ages 4 - 7) 
Sept 1st 1:00pm Open Studio (ages 8 - 13) 
Sept 2nd 6:00pm Sculpy Bead Making for Adults
Sept 4th 1:00pm Kids Sculpy Mania
Sept 8th 5:30pm Pajama Storytime w/ Miss Rita
Sept 9th 6:00pm Friendship Braclet Making 
 for Adults w/ Tasty Treats!
Sept 14th 10:30am Lee Sohl Reads “Wylie Grows Up” 
 w/ Special Guest Wylie the Therapy Dog
Sept 21st 6:00pm Acrylic/Watercolor Night for Adults
Sept 23rd 10:30pm “Cook a Book” 
 The Story of Magic Ramen w/ Miss Rita
Sept 30th 10:30am Saturday Story Hour w/ Miss Rita
Oct 9th 10:00am Sensory Artful Play (ages 2 - 4)
Oct 9th 1:00pm Open Studio (ages 5 - 13)
Oct 21st  1:00pm Spooky Sugar Skulls (ages 7 - 11)
Oct 28th 10:30am HALLOWEEN Story Hour
Oct 31st  4:30pm HALLOWEEN Celebration

BUT WAIT THERES MORE! COME FIND OUT!

TUESDAYS AT 10:30AM : STORY TIME
w/ MISS RITA, formerly at the DM Hunt Library 

Stories, Snacks and Crafts
Sept 1st 10:00am Mixed Media Self Portraits (ages 5 -12) 
Sept 1st 1:00pm Open Studio (all ages 3+)
Sept 2nd 6:00pm Sculpy Bead Making for Adults 
Sept 4th 1:00pm Kids Sculpy Mania
Sept 8th 5:30pm Pajama Storytime w/ Miss Rita 
Sept 9th 6:00pm Friendship Braclet Making 
 for Adults w/ Tasty Treats!
Sept 14th 10:30am Lee Sohl Reads “Wylie Grows Up” 
 w/ Special Guest Wylie the Therapy Dog 
Sept 21st 6:00pm Acrylic/Watercolor Night for Adults 
Sept 23rd 10:30pm “Cook a Book” 
 The Story of Magic Ramen w/ Miss Rita 
Sept 30th 10:30am Saturday Story Hour w/ Miss Rita 
Oct 9th 10:00am Sensory Artful Play (ages 2 - 4) 
Oct 9th 1:00pm Open Studio (ages 5 - 13)
Oct 21st  1:00pm Spooky Sugar Skulls (ages 7 - 11) 
Oct 28th 10:30am HALLOWEEN Story Hour
Oct 31st  4:30pm HALLOWEEN Celebration
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selectmen/town meeting 
format. 

Change in Chester?
The question of what mu-

nicipal government structure 
works best in small towns 
was raised in a recent study 
in Chester. 

Chester is a tidy and tran-
quil town (population 3,749) 
in the lower Connecticut 
River Valley that has used 
the town meeting/board of 
selectmen form of govern-
ment since it broke off from 
Old Saybrook and became 
a separate town in 1836. In 
recent years, there had been 
some talk of examining the 
structure of local govern-
ment; events last year amped 
up the discussion.

The recently reelected first 
selectwoman, Lauren Gister, 
resigned in January 2022 to 
take a job as a town man-
ager in Carbondale, Colo., 
leaving the town without 
its chief executive officer. 
Another board member, 
Charlene Janecek, agreed to 
take the post, and a former 
first selectman, Ed Meehan, 
was induced to rejoin the 
three-member board to fill 
the Gister vacancy. 

As the year wore on, it be-
come clear that none of the 
three board members would 
seek reelection. This and 
other issues prompted two 
residents, businessman Jon 
Joslow and former state De-
partment of Transportation 
official Michael Sanders, to 
propose to the selectmen that 
they initiate a study of other 
available forms of local gov-
ernance to see if there might 
be a better fit for Chester.

The governance study was 
completed earlier this year 
and has been well-received 
locally and by officials in oth-
er towns. 

The study suggests that 
the romantic ideal of the 
town meeting belies a fal-
tering modern reality. The 
traditional system has a 
number of shortcomings, 
the study found, issues that 
affect Chester and many oth-
er small towns.

Continuity
The one staring Chester in 

the face is lack of continuity. 
If the whole board of select-
men goes out the door at the 
same time, the new crew has 
to get up to speed, which by 
some estimates could take 
most of their two-year term. 
Constant turnover was one 
reason why the shoreline 
town of Clinton, which had 
three first selectwomen in 
five years, voted to adopt a 
council-manager system in 
2018. 

Also, the first selectman 
doesn’t have direct control 
over other elected officials 
or boards, so the executive 
power is diffused. Thus, so 
is accountability.

“The board of finance is 
the keeper of the money. If 
they don’t want to appro-
priate the funds, the project 
doesn’t go anywhere,” said 
Chester selectman Meehan. 
He is a former Hartford city 
planner and Newington de-
velopment director. 

Good coordination and 
communication can help off-
set the diffusion problem, but 
that is not guaranteed. Some 
towns have solved the board 
of finance issue by eliminat-
ing the board.

It’s complicated
In addition, the first se-

lectman’s job has gotten 
vastly more complex than it 
was in earlier times, which 
argues for professional man-
agement. Mark Walter, for-
mer first selectman of East 
Haddam and now town 
administrator of Columbia, 
said the post has “tripled in 
complexity” in the 17 years 
he’s been in municipal gov-
ernment.

Gary Greenberg of Scot-
land elaborates: “In addition 

to the list of duties that go 
with the job — municipal 
CEO, cemetery sexton, high-
way supervisor, chief of po-
lice, tree warden and a cou-
ple more I can’t remember, 
there’s grant administration, 
municipal finance, labor law 
and human resource man-
agement, OSHA, facilities 
management including 
construction oversight, pro-
curement policy and land 
use law.”

The first selectman has to 
know these things because, 
in a small town such as Scot-
land, “there are very few ex-
ecutive/managerial level staff 
to whom to delegate.”

Greenberg, who makes 
$45,000, and many other first 
selectmen of small towns are 
paid as if the position is part-
time.

“There’s no such thing as 
a part-time first selectman,” 
said John Filchak, executive 
director of the Northeast-
ern Connecticut Council of 
Governments, which serves 
16 small towns in the Quiet 
Corner, including Scotland. 

It is getting harder and 
harder to find people to 
run for first selectman. 
Greenberg is leaving office 
after four years. He said he 
approached someone he 
thought might be an able 
successor, and the fellow 
replied, “I’d rather shave my 
head with a cheese grater.”

An obvious risk in towns 
with few candidates is that 
the job goes to someone 
who isn’t up to it. This could 
render a town government 
dysfunctional, said Filchak.

“These towns are the 
equivalent of multimil-
lion-dollar mid-sized busi-
nesses. You wouldn’t want 
someone with no expertise 
running one, right?”

“A lot of towns have been 
lucky” that qualified people 
have stepped up to serve, 
said veteran municipal law-
yer Richard Roberts of Hart-
ford. Whether that continues 
remains to be seen.

Other positions
It isn’t just selectmen can-

didates who are hard to find. 
In recent years, the study re-
ports, Chester “has had dif-
ficulty recruiting and replac-
ing employees who have left 
town service.”  For example, 
in the last two years, the town 
has had long-term vacancies 
in the inland wetlands and 
zoning compliance officer 
positions, both required by 
state law. Since November 
2021, retirements created 
vacancies in the elected posi-
tions of town clerk and trea-
surer, as well as the appointed 
position of town assessor.

Also, the town, like many 
others, has had difficulty 
filling all the positions on 
volunteer boards and com-
missions. The study notes 
that these entities deliver 
services to the public, and 
without full complement of 
members, they cannot do so 

as effectively as they might. 
Vacancies on all boards and 
commissions ranged from 
7% to 22% over the period 
2011-12 to 2021-22 and was 
at 9% at the end of 2022, the 
study reports.

“We are definitely having 
difficulty getting people to 
serve on boards and commis-
sions. People are busier and 
not as interested in public 
service. It’s very challenging,” 
said Betsy Gara, executive 
director of the Connecticut 
Council of Small Towns.

What if they build it  
and nobody comes?

Perhaps the most con-
founding issue with the 
town meeting is attendance 
— more specifically, lack of 
attendance. Unless there is 
a particularly important or 
contentious issue, not many 
people show up for town 
meetings.

“It’s not uncommon to 
have four people in the au-
dience,” said Filchak.

Mark Walter said town 
meetings in Columbia usu-
ally draw about 10 people, 
unless there’s a hot topic on 
the agenda. One of the last 
was in 2009, when officials  
had proposed building side-
walks in the center of town. 
Some 300 residents showed 
up and voted it down, 2-1. 

Chester doesn’t report 
town meeting attendance as 
a rule, but the governance 
study committee observed 
in its report to the board of 
selectmen that two special 
town meetings held in 2019 
were counted, and the par-
ticipation rate of registered 
voters was  0.1% and 1.31%, 
or, based on the state’s count 
of 2,875 registered voters that 
year,  three and 34 persons, 
respectively.

There are several reasons 
people might not attend the 
town meeting. Some don’t 
like to speak in public or 
contradict their neighbors. 
Some, said Gara, are not un-
happy with how their town is 
run. The big reason is likely 
other obligations: busy, busy.

Joe DeLong, executive 
director of the Connecticut 
Conference of Municipal-
ities, said when the town 
meeting was created, “peo-
ple weren’t driving their kids 
three states away for AAU 
basketball tournaments.” 

Except when there’s a 
school issue that brings out 
parents, the folks who do at-
tend skew older.

“Older people show up,” 
said Sam Gold, executive 
director of the Lower Con-
necticut River Valley Council 
of Governments, or River-
COG. So, he said with tongue 
slightly in cheek, attendance 
could be improved by mak-
ing the state friendlier to 
retirees. 

Some think attendance 
would improve if people were 
better informed about issues 
facing the town.

“This is where the decline 

in local news coverage hits 
home,” said Filchak.

Gara said email news-
letters, which some towns 
including Chester do, help 
educate residents about is-
sues and board vacancies. 
Social media, she said, is not 
as helpful. 

Attendance is vital, the 
Chester study finds, because 
“without a reasonably high 
level of public engagement 
and participation, the value 
and effectiveness of the town 
meeting serving as a town’s 
legislative body is question-
able.”

Adjourn to referendum
Some towns adjourn their 

annual budget town meet-
ings — or send proposed 
expenditures over a certain 
amount — to referendums. 

“Referenda increase turn-
out significantly, but it is 
still low compared to other 
elections,” observed UConn 
political science professor 
Michael E. Morrell, who has 
studied town meetings, in 
a presentation to the Kill-
ingworth Charter Revision 
Committee in 2020.

For example, Chester 
is part of Regional School 
District No. 4 with Essex 
and Deep River. Voters in 
the three towns must vote on 
the regional school budget 
at a referendum each year. 
According to the study, Ches-
ter’s average annual voter 
turnout between 2011 and 
2021 was 127 votes cast out 
of an average of 2,567 eligible 
voters,  resulting in an aver-
age participation rate of 5%. 

A referendum is not a 
magical solution. Residents 
can keep voting them down. 
For example, veteran Coven-
try town manager John El-
sesser recalled that in 1990, 
his town’s budget went to five 
referendums, stretching from 
May until late October before 
it was approved.

Elsesser is among the de-
partures — he retired at the 
end of June.

The advantage of the 
in-person town meeting 
over the referendum, Morrell 
observed in an email, is the 
opportunity for more delib-
eration and discussion. But 
that presumes the presence of 
deliberators and discussers.

This reporting was made 
possible, in part, through 
generous support from 
Robert W. Fiondella and the 
Fiondella Family Trust.

The Journal occasionally 
will offer articles from CTMir-
ror.org, a source of nonprofit 
journalism and a partner 
with The Lakeville Journal. 

 
In part two, the options for 

town government.

porting for the paper in 2005 
and will continue to cover 
a wide range of topics as a 
senior reporter on the staff. 
That includes continuing to 
write his popular “Tangled 
Lines” fishing columns that 
draw strong readership even 
by those who don’t fish. 

 In May, Klein was rec-
ognized as a  “Shooting Star, 
Class of 2023” by Editor & 
Publisher (E&P), an au-
thoritative voice of the news 
publishing industry. He was 
featured with other award 
winners in the June 2023 is-
sue of E&P, and was selected 
among a group of national 
entries for his strong report-
ing, photography and video 
skills.

Klein, graduate of Sie-
na College in Loudonville, 
New York,  has produced 
dozens of videos that can be 
seen on Instagram [@Lakev-
illejournal and Facebook], 

including one last week on 
Gridlife Circuit Legends’ 
return to Lime Rock Park. 
His feature length stories re-
cently included a profile of  
local baseball legend Steve 
Blass and an in-depth, his-
torical look at dairy farming 
in North Canaan. 

“Riley’s passion for com-
munity journalism and his 
interest in all stories large 
and small is precisely what 
The Lakeville Journal seeks 
as it continues to rebuild its 
staff following the COVID 
era,” said John Coston, ed-
itor-in-chief. “Patrick is an 
invaluable resource for the 
paper and the staff. His 
knowledge and curiosity 
about journalism is just what 
we need.

“The Lakeville Journal is 
proud to have such talented 
news leaders to provide a 
weekly news report to our 
readers.”

showed a reporter the out-
side graffiti. Veras brought 
his police dog along, and said 
he was going to try to get an 
idea of the direction the van-
dals came from.

McCue said he was going 
to install a security camera, 

and that neighbors had 
agreed to turn their cameras 
toward the site.

The police report from 
the Aug. 26-27 incident 
states the vandals caused 
about $6,500 worth of dam-
age.

Millbrook Winery to host 
the Daniel Bennett Group 
for concert season finale
By Judith O’Hara Balfe

MILLBROOK —  Cel-
ebrating their 9th studio 
album release, “New York 
Nerve,” saxophonist Dan-
iel Bennett and his Daniel 
Bennett Group will be the 
featured final concert in 
the Millbrook Vineyards 
and Winery’s summer 
series on Saturday, Sept. 
2, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

A mixture of folk and 
minimalism, jazz fusion 
to American folk music, 
jamming with Bennett 
will be Koko Bermejo on 
drums and keyboard, and 
bassist Kevin Hailey. 

After many years 
of playing, first in the 
Rochester area followed 
by time in Boston, Ben-
nett hit the New York 
City scene in 2010. His 
group was voted Best 
New Jazz Group in New 
York City in Hot House 
Jazz Awards. He is also an 
associate director of the 
New York Jazz Academy 

and orchestrated the mu-
sic for “Whitman at the 
Whitney,” the acclaimed 
multimedia production 
at the Whitney Museum, 
as well as a woodwinds 
musician in “Blank! The 
Musical” on a national 
stage.

During the COVID-19 
pandemic. the UK Jazz 
Journal touted Bennett 
“an outspoken voice of 
hope.”

The Millbrook Vine-
yard Jazz Concerts are 
held on the vineyard’s 
lawn, so attendees should 
bring blankets or chairs. 
Food trucks will be on 
site, and taproom cheese 
plates will also be avail-
able. No outside food will 
be allowed. Millbrook 
wines are available by the 
glass or the bottle.

Tickets are $10 and are 
available at the gate on the 
day of the show. To pur-
chase tickets in advance, 
go to www.millbrook-
wine.com/jazzconcerts
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Doors Are Open For Young 
Dancers At Blue Studio

DANCE: ALEXANDER WILBURN

LOCATION: Route 63, 116 Old Middle St, Goshen, CT

ADMISSION: 
Adults :$10 • Children under 12: FREE  

Senior Citizens: $5 (SATURDAY ONLY)
Free Parking

For the full schedule, visit 

www.goshenfair.org  
and $1 discount admission coupon for MONDAY only

110th Goshen Fair
3 Days of Fun for the Whole Family!

Labor Day Weekend!
SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY

September 2nd, 3rd & 4th

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 2nd
8:00am - Gates Open
9:30am - Dairy Goat Judging
10:00am - Opening Ceremony 
 - Poultry Judging
 -  High School Timber Teams 

Contest
11:00am - Beef Junior Obstacle Course
12:00pm - Rabbit and Cavie Judging
2:00pm - Dairy Cattle Showmanship
 - Jackpot Steer Show
 -  Professional and Street  

Outlaw Pull
3:00pm -  Jackpot Heifer Show
 - Frozen T-Shirt Contest
4:30pm - Hay Bale Toss Contest
9:00pm - Gates Close

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 3rd 
8:00am - Gates Open
9:00am -  Junior and Open Dairy Show -  

Ayrshire, Brown Swiss, Milking
 - Shorthorn
 - Horse Show
10:00am - Swine Judging
 - Sheep Judging
 - Antique Tractor Pull
11:00am -  New England  

Lumberjack Show
 -  Angus, All Other Breeds  

and Hereford
 - Open Breed Show
1:00pm  - Horse Draw Exhibit
4:30pm - Skillet Throw Contest
9:00pm - Gates Close

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 5th
8:00am - Gates Open
9:00am -  Junior and Open Dairy Show - 

Guernsey, Holstein, Jersey
9:30am - Judging of Oxen
 - Draught Oxen Exhibit 
 - Dairy Goat Judging
10:00am - Sheep Judging
 - Garden Tractor Pull
11:00am -  Junior Beef Steers and  

Heifers Show
12:00pm - Woodcutting Contests
2:00pm - Apple Fritter Eating Contest
6:00pm - Gates Close

KID’S STAGE Saturday, Sunday and Monday • 12:00–5:00pm • Clive Allen Magic Show, Muttville Comix

ENTERTAINMENT
Main Stage (M) 12pm–7pm  &  Gazebo (G) 11am–5pm 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2:  12:00 Rusty Barn Band (M),  
1:00-5:00 Northwest Concert Band (G), 3:00 Frozen Tee Shirt Contest (M),  
4:00 Jimmy Sturr & His Orchestra (M), 7:00 Anchor Management (M)
SUNDAY, September 3: 12:00 Kevin and Peter (M), 2:00-5:00 Northwest 
Concert Band (G), 4:00 Nashville Drive (M), 7:00 Soul Sound Revue (M)
MONDAY, September 4:  12:00 Moon Matrix of the Lizard People (M),  
1:00-5:00 Northwest Concert Band (G), 3:00 Junior Krauss and the Shakes (M)

Three shows of Dialed Action Jumping Motorcycles.

T H E  R E  
I N S T I T U T E FACE NATURE:  

BECOMING TREE
Madeline Schwartzman

BAN
The Bridge Club

1395  
Boston  
Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY  
518-567-5359
www.TheReInstitute.com

JULY 22 TO SEPTEMBER 9JULY 22 TO SEPTEMBER 9
Open Saturday 1pm to 4pm

The Working Artist / The Working Gallerist
ART: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Kathleen Kucka at her opening at Kenise Barnes Fine Art in Kent, Conn.

PHOTO BY ALEXANDER WILBURN

Dance instructors Amber Cameron, left, and Darcy Boynton have 
opened Blue Studio Dance for all age courses in Lakeville, Conn.
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‘My life would 
be totally 
different if 

I didn't have the dance 
studio I had as a child," 
Amber Cameron said at 
the open house of the 
new Blue Studio Dance 
in Lakeville, Conn., held 
last Saturday, on Aug. 26. 

Cameron, together 
with Darcy Boynton, is 
extending that same gift 
to the area's children 
with their new studio, 
which will welcome 
students from four-
years-old to 17 (along 
with some adult classes) 

for a 10-week fall session 
starting on Sept. 25.

The two initially 
crossed paths as cast 
members of the Rodg-
ers and Hammerstein's 
musical "Oklahoma!" at 
The Sharon Playhouse in 
2010. Since then, they've 
embarked on a journey 
to mentor the region's 
next wave of young tal-
ents. Boynton engages in 
choreography roles at In-
dian Mountain School in 
Lakeville and Berkshire 
School in Sheffield, Mass. 
Meanwhile, Cameron 
takes charge of choreo-

graphing student pro-
ductions not only at The 
Hotchkiss School, locat-
ed just up the road from 
Blue Studio in Lakeville, 
but also at Housatonic 
Valley Regional High 
School in Falls Village, 
Conn., and The Taft 
School in Waterbury, 
Conn. It's an impressive 
array of dance activities 
for these two friends and 
mothers, involving a mix 
of energetic performanc-
es, intricate footwork, 
and expressive routines. 

Kathleen Kucka of 
Furnace Art on 
Paper Archive 

in Falls Village, Conn., 
shares a commonality 
with many of the gallery 
owners in The Berkshires 
and Litchfield Hills  — 
Henry Klimowicz of 
The Re Institute, Theo 
Coulombe of Standard 
Space and KK Kozic of 
The Icehouse Project, to 
name a few — they're all 
working artists in their 
own right.

When asked how she 
views herself, Kucka 
said, "I'm always an artist 
first."

At the opening of 
a new show at Kenise 
Barnes Fine Art in Kent, 
Conn., Kucka stepped 
out of her role curating 
exhibitions and debuted 
her own new work — 
very new. "I finished this 
series about a week ago 
with that last fabulous 

coat of paint. I wanted 
them to pop."

The "Cosmos" trio 
blend geometric per-
fection with the allure 
of carefully embraced 
burn-mark scars. Resid-
ing in Salisbury, Conn., 
Kucka has transplanted 
the downtown dream of 
the SoHo artist to adapt 
to rural living. A drive to 
Falls Village allows her 
to effortlessly transition 
between her working 
studio and her role at her 
contemporary gallery.

"Red, Red" takes its 
inspiration from classic 
New England barns, 
while "Black & Gold" re-
sponds to a recent trip to 
Rome as Kucka's took in 
the Italian city's vibrant 
history for the first time, 
especially its patterns. 
"The Romans were in 
communication with 
Egypt and the Middle 
East; these cultures were 
built around ancient 
math and sacred geom-
etry. It's mind-blowing, 
and it still resonates."
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At The  
Movies WHDD AM 1020  

Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

More information at 
musicmountain.org

Borromeo String Quartet & 
Henry Kramer, Piano
ALBERGA / BEETHOVEN /  
DVORAK

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

Galvanized Jazz Band
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS

FRI 09/01 > THU 09/07 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

OPPENHEIMER

GOLDA

  

SHORTCOMINGS

BARBIE

                                        GET TICKETS →

SET DESIGNS 
THAT INSPIRE

THE WORK OF NANCY MEYERS 
& BETH RUBINO

An interior design fundraising event 
to benefit The Moviehouse hosted by 

Hammertown Barn.

SAT. SEPT 9
12-3 PM

BOOK A PRIVATE SCREENING
email: info@themoviehouse.net

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing
9/1, 2, 6, 7
7:00 pm

“EQUILIZER 3” 
“BARBIE”

No jazz this Sunday 9/3

Murder most 
foul! Shake-
speare & 

Company in Lenox, 
Mass., will present a 
three-performance-only 
run of a staged reading 
of William Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet,”  directed by 
Shakespeare & Company 
founding member Kevin 
G. Coleman in the Tina 
Packer Playhouse start-
ing Friday, Sept. 1. 

The anguished Danish 
prince will be played 
by Finn Wittrock, a 
Lenox-born native who 
grew up acting on the 
Shakespeare & Compa-
ny stage. No stranger to 
specters,  psychodrama 
and "the devil's power 
to assume a pleasing 
shape," Wittrock has 
gone on to be a regular 
player in Ryan Mur-
phy's acclaimed horror 
anthology “American 
Horror Story,” alongside 
Grace Gummer (who 
grew up in Salisbury, 
Conn.) where he earned 
an Emmy nomination 

for his murderous spree 
in the installment “Freak 
Show.” He has appeared 
in “La La Land,” “The Big 
Short,” “Judy,” and recent-
ly opposite Mila Kunis 
in the Netflix thriller, 
“Luckiest Girl Alive.” 

Beloved character 
actor Christopher Lloyd, 
eternally recognized as 
the time-hopping Doc 
in Robert Zemeckis’ 
“Back To The Future” 
trilogy and Uncle Fester 

in “The Addams Fami-
ly,” will take on the role 
of Claudius’ conniving 
counselor, Polonius. A 
Shakespearean veteran, 
Lloyd recently played the 
titular lead in the Lenox 
company's production of 
“King Lear” and starred 
as Malvolio at Shake-
speare in The Park’s 
production of “Twelfth 
Night” at The Delacorte 
Theatre. For tickets go to 
www.shakespeare.org

Jorma Taccone, best 
known as one-third of 
the musical comedy 
trio The Lonely Island, 
formed with Akiva Schaf-
fer and Andy Samberg 
and showcased on "Sat-
urday Night Live" and in 
the 2016 mockumentary 
“Popstar: Never Stop 
Never Stopping,” will 
appear at Four Brothers 
Drive-In Theater in Ame-
nia, N.Y., for a screening 
of “Hot Rod.” 

The 2007 comedy, 
co-starring Samberg and 
Taccone, was Schaffer’s 
directorial debut and 
will be presented on 
Thursday, Aug. 31, at 
8 p.m. by Boondocks 
Film Society, a monthly 
cinema pop-up founded 
by Jeff Palfini and Cindy 
Heslin of Cornwall, 
Conn. The pair have 
specialized in selecting 
off-beat and cult films. 
It's a fitting team-up for 
Taccone, who recently 

bought a home in North 
Canaan, Conn., with 
his wife, film director 
Marielle Heller. The 
pre-show cocktail party 
will include a meet-and-
greet with a red-tailed 
hawk courtesy of Sharon, 

The Meeting House 
in New Marlborough, 
Mass., will bring to-
gether two 
celebrated 
cookbook 
authors, Me-
lissa Clark 
and Madhur 
Jaffrey, in a 
discussion 
held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 
9, at 4:30 
p.m. 

Brooklyn, 
N.Y., based 
Clark can be found week-
ly in her New York Times 
column, “A Good Appe-
tite” and taping from her 
kitchen on the New York 
Times Cooking Youtube 
channel. Her bestselling 
books include the 2022 
publication, “Dinner in 
One: Exceptional & Easy 
One-Pan Meals.” She will 
also be at Oblong Books 
in Millerton, N.Y., that 
Saturday at 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. signing books.

The Lonely Island’s Jorma Taccone is Pulling Up To The Drive-In

Melissa Clark & Madhur Jaffrey

Finn Wittrock and 
Christopher Lloyd to be 
fellows of infinite jest

THEATER: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Jaffrey brought Indian 
cuisine to the English 
table with her 1973 book, 
“An Invitation to Indian 

Cooking.” 
She has 
presented 
televised 
cooking 
shows, 
including 
“Madhur 
Jaffrey’s 
Indian 
Cookery,” 
“Madhur 
Jaffrey’s 

Far Eastern Cookery” 
and Madhur Jaffrey’s 
“Flavours of India.” She is 
also a film actress, with a 
role in Merchant Ivory’s 
“Shakespeare Wallah,” 
which will screen as part 
of a James Ivory retro-
spective on Sunday, Sept. 
17, at 3 p.m. at Hudson 
Hall, in Hudson, N.Y. To 
purchase tickets for the 
discussion go to www.
nmmeetinghouse.org

Amber Cameron led an attendee at Blue 
Studio Dance's open house ballet workshop.

PHOTO BY DARCY BOYNTON

Jorma Taccone

Finn Wittrock
Conn., Audubon's raptor 
aviaries and a portion of 
the proceeds will benefit 
the Motion Picture & 
Television Fund, which 
is seeking to aid crew 
members affected by the 
ongoing Writers Guild 
and SAG-AFTRA strike. 
For tickets go to www.
boondocksfilmsociety.
org

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
Q

U
IN

N
 JE

FF
RE

Y

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
K

AT
H

Y 
H

U
TC

H
IN

S

Their dedication has 
finally culminated in the 
realization of a long-held 
aspiration: opening their 
own studio. The aim of 
this space is to serve as 
a nurturing hub where 
aspiring dancers — or 
children just wanting to  
(to quote Taylor Swift) 
"shake it out" — can re-
fine their skills in ballet, 
tap, jazz and more.

Even with the adult 
programming, for Boyn-
ton and Cameron, dance 
transcends mere physi-
cal exertion, embodying 
a deeper significance. 
"The ballet classes are 
more than just a work-
out," Cameron said. "It's 
toning, its balance, it's 
working your brain to 
follow combinations."

"Learning about your 
body and its space is so 
important for children 
and adults," Boynton 
added. "Dance doesn't 

just benefit people who 
become dancers. It's an 
essential skill, not nec-
essarily to have perfect 
choreography or perfect 
form, but to have com-
fort in your own body 
and the confidence that 
comes with that."

TEN SPEED
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Editorial

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Toto, we’re not in 
Kansas anymore

On Aug. 11, the Marion County Record, a weekly 
newspaper in central Kansas, was raided by 
police after a local restaurant owner accused 

the newspaper of illegally accessing information about 
her. The raid of the offices of the newspaper and an 
accompanying search of the home of the publisher’s 
98-year-old mother, has sparked a firestorm of protest, 
put an international spotlight on Marion, Kansas,  and 
stirred renewed concern about the sanctity of the First 
Amendment.

Tragically publisher Eric Meyer’s mother died the 
day after the raid. A video released by the newspaper 
following the raid shows how visibly upset the mother 
was during the raid:  “Get out of my house…I don’t 
want you in my house!” she says at one point. “Don’t 
touch any of that stuff! This is my house!” she said at 
another. Her subsequent death was caused by cardiac 
arrest. 

A letter from 34 journalism organizations and the 
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, written 
immediately after the raid, expressed grave concern: 
“Newsroom searches and seizures are among the most 
intrusive actions law enforcement can take with respect 
to the free press, and the most potentially suppressive of 
free speech by the press and the public.”

The raid reportedly followed the newspaper’s at-
temps to verify information  — through a state website 
available to the public — it had received from a source. 
Following that, the Record is said to have alerted alert 
the police department out of concern that, according 
to the owner and publisher of the paper, the paper was 
being “set up.” A prosecutor said later that there was 
insufficient evidence to justify the raids. Some of the 
seized computers and cellphones have been returned. 
Meanwhile, a spokesperson for the agency that main-
tains the state website said the initial online search — 
that the police chief cited to justify the raid — was legal.

Legal experts believe the police raid on the newspa-
per violated a federal privacy law or a state law shielding 
journalists from having to identify sources or to turn 
over unpublished material to law enforcement.

The Kansas Bureau of Investigation continues to 
examine the newspaper’s actions.

The federal Privacy Protection Act of 1980 protects 
the flow of information to journalists by prohibiting law 
enforcement, including local agencies, from searching 
for or seizing journalistic work product or documen-
tary materials, except in narrow, exceptional circum-
stances. Authorities may only search for or seize work 
product if the immediate seizure is necessary to prevent 
the death of, or serious bodily injury to, a human being, 
or where there is probable cause to believe that the pos-
sessor has committed or is committing certain crimes. 

The Marion County Record has a circulation of 
about 2,000 copies distributed every Wednesday across 
a county with a population just under 12,000 people.  It 
was founded in 1869 and has a reputation for holding 
local officials accountable. That role as a community 
watchdog is becoming rarer by the week as community 
newspapers fall under pressures that come from declin-
ing readership, declining ad revenues and rising costs. 

Social media — viewed as a competitor to traditional 
news sources — tries to claim a community connection, 
but knowing a community and its people is nothing 
new to local newspapers. The Lakeville Journal knows 
about those existential pressures. Our readers generous-
ly helped keep us going when the going got tough.  We 
thank you again for continued support of your commu-
nity weekly. 
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This is about a recent ex-
perience in the Nuvance sys-
tem.  It is also an opportunity 
to alert readers that there are 
now eleven tickborne diseas-
es to worry about — bacteri-
al, parasitic and viral.

Based on my hospitaliza-
tion for the tickborne para-
site Babesia microtia at Sha-
ron Hospital, I have drawn 
several conclusions:

1. Nuvance (Sharon Hos-
pital) Medical Practice, my 
primary care physician prac-
tice, desperately needs a third 
doctor. When I made an ap-
pointment mid-June for an 
ugly rash, I was prescribed 
the standard antibiotics.  In 
mid-July when I had serious 
fatigue, headache and fever, 
I had to be referred to the 
Emergency Department be-
cause, I was told, every doc-
tor and nurse in the practice 
system was fully booked that 
week.

2.Nuvance (Sharon) 
Emergency Department also 
needs more doctors.   I say 
this because on the first of 
my two visits to the ED, my 
intake was done by a Family 
Nurse Practitioner, and if an 
FNP does not yet have at least 
2000 hours over 3 years of 
supervision, then their diag-
nosing and treating must be 
reviewed by a doctor.  The 
only doctor available appar-
ently had his own caseload, 
so I got short shrift and was 
discharged back to my pri-
mary care physician with an 
indication that a treatment 
plan might follow upon the 
results of a test. I was led to 
believe that results would be 
known within 2-3 days but 
on Day 4 there were still none 
and I had to be re-admitted 
with worsening symptoms 
in the hope of a treatment 
plan this time around.  Un-
fortunately, treatment now 

required hospitalization.
3.  Nuvance needs to pri-

oritize spending on medical 
staff over marketing and 
public relations consultants:  
Within the first 24 hours of 
hospital discharge, I received 
a “Nuvance” phone call, not 
to ask me how I was doing, 
but to establish how well the 
Hospital had done, through 
questions such as “Had I 
been satisfied with the level 
of care provided?”, over-look-
ing the fact that I wouldn’t 
have needed to be there in 
the first place if their system 
as a whole had been properly 
staffed with medical people!  
I asked about the medical 
qualifications of the person 
calling (“none”), and if my 
answers might be shared with 
the relevant hospital staff 
(“not directly”).  Subsequent-
ly, in talking to the Hospital’s 
Quality Control Department, 
I learned that they would not 
be receiving my feedback, 
which was obtained from 
a marketing (“consulting”) 
agency contracted by the 
hospital.  This leaves one to 
wonder what, if any, patient 
feedback systems Nuvance 
might have in place?

Might I suggest that Nu-
vance prioritize hiring more 
medical staff over outside 
consultants with neither 
medical or nursing back-
ground?  If image is what 
they are concerned about, 
then there’s no better way 
to build up an image as 
a competent and reliable 
medical establishment than 
by building a strong medi-
cal team, one that commu-
nicates seamlessly between 
its Doctors’ Practices and its 
Hospital Departments.  Is it 
really too much to ask that 
this be their priority?

Janet Graaff
Salisbury

My recent experience in 
the Nuvance system

I enjoyed reading your article about your summer interns.  
It is so good to learn about young people interested in print 
journalism. 

Newspapers are so important.  I grew up reading the Des 
Moines (Iowa) Register and Tribune and have always tried 
to read a daily newspaper wherever I lived.

There is a lot going on around here besides art shows.  
Many years ago I worked in a booth along Route 7 for the 
benefit of the Boy Scouts.  A visitor snarled “What do you 
people do around here?”  “Well, a train comes through on 
Thursdays,” I said sweetly.  No comment from her.

Carolyn McDonough 
North Canaan

Bravo for interest         
in journalism

As debate intensifies 
about whether the Constitu-
tion prohibits Donald Trump 
from being President again, 
we should remember some 
Constitutional basics. Simply 
stated:

1. Section 3 of Amend-
ment XIV prohibits Trump 
from holding office if he “...
shall have engaged in insur-
rection or rebellion against...” 
the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States “...or given aid or 
comfort to the enemies 
thereof.” The prohibition is 
self-executing and automat-
ic (“No person shall...”), just 
like other requirements for 
the Presidency concerning 
place of birth, age, and resi-
dency. No action by Congress 
or any court is necessary to 
determine place of birth, age, 
or residency or to activate the 
disqualification. Section 3 
further states that “Congress 
may by a vote of two-thirds 
of each House, remove such 
disability.”

2. In 2021, in the second 
impeachment of Trump, the 
House of Representatives 
voted 232 to 197 to indict 
Trump for “Incitement of 
Insurrection,” and the Senate 
voted “Guilty” by a vote of 57 
to 43. While the Senate vote 
fell short of the two-thirds 
necessary to convict in a 
Senate impeachment trial, 
Congress has certainly de-
termined by a majority vote 
of both the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate 
that Trump engaged in in-
surrection.

3. Congress has not acted 
to remove the disability with 
respect to Trump.

4. Thus, while Congress 
has determined that Trump 
engaged in insurrection, 
it has not removed the au-
tomatic disqualification of 
Section 3.

5. In the Final Report 
of the Select Committee 

to Investigate the January 
6 Attack on the the United 
States Capitol, the Commit-
tee noted “The Committee 
believes that those who took 
an oath to protect and defend 
the Constitution and then, 
on January 6th, engaged in 
insurrection can appropriate-
ly be disqualified and barred 
from holding government 
office—whether federal or 
state, civilian or military—
absent at least two-thirds of 
Congress acting to remove 
the disability pursuant to 
Section 3 of the Fourteenth 
Amendment.” (Recommen-
dation 4)

6. The text, meaning, and 
effect of Section 3 are clear 
and do not go up and down 
with opinion polls. The out-
come of state and federal 
criminal trials of Trump do 
not affect the text, meaning, 
or effect of Section 3. De-
fiance in a mug shot is not 
relevant.

7. Section 1 of Article II 
stipulates that the Legislature 
of each State shall direct the 
“Manner” in which such 
State’s Electors shall be ap-
pointed.

8. The legislature and elec-
tion officials of each State are 
responsible to determine 
whether Trump may appear 
on the ballot of such State 
and to consider all relevant 
factors, i.e., place of birth, 
age, residency, and disquali-
fication for office under Sec-
tion 3.

9. As election officials of 
each State act, or prepare to 
act, to include or exclude 
Trump from the ballot of 
such State, litigation may 
be unavoidable. Judges and 
Supreme Court Justices 
may soon be challenged to 
uphold, defend, and enforce 
the Constitution.

G. A. Mudge
Sharon

The Constitution Controls

100 years ago — 
 August 1923

In the recent Fleisher 
Yarns Knitting Contest in 
which women from all over 
the United States entered 
many useful and beautiful 
articles for competition, 
Mrs. Henry Woodworth, 
who entered a lovely knit-
ted scarf, received a Certifi-
cate of Honorable Mention, 
of which she may justly be 
proud. This scarf and the 
Certificate will be on exhi-
bition at G.H. Clark’s dry 
goods store, on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday of this 
week, so that all those inter-
ested may see them.

LIME ROCK — Mr. A. 
Rosburgh had the misfor-
tune to burn his feet quite 
badly in the foundry one day 
last week.

Lieut. John J. O’Connell, 
formerly of Lakeville and 

now of El Paso, Texas, is one 
of the flyers who will repre-
sent the Army in the Interna-
tional Air Race to be held in 
St. Louis, Mo., from October 
1st to 3rd. 

50 years ago —  
August 1973

An extremely violent 
wind and electrical storm 
swept down the east side of 
the Taconic Ridge Tuesday 
afternoon, killing four per-
sons in West Stockbridge, 
Mass., and leveling trees, 
blocking roads and causing 
power outages as far south as 
New Milford and Newtown. 
Salisbury Selectman George 
Kiefer termed the total dam-
age “10 times” worse than in 
the tornado that hit on June 
29.

Because of the newsprint 
shortage, The Lakeville Jour-
nal must make better use of 
its space through tighter edit-

ing and strict observance 
of deadlines. Cooperation 
of readers and advertisers is 
requested in submitting copy 
as early as possible to facili-
tate planning.

Canaan town officials 
were notified last Friday that 
a portion of the old Lawrence 
Playground on East Main 
Street will be opened to the 
town for use as a recreation-
al area. The property was 
purchased from the town 
by the state in the 1950s for 
the proposed relocation of 
Route 7 — a project that has 
never gotten off the drawing 
boards.

25 years ago — August 
1998

The Town of Cornwall 
Tuesday was in mourning for 
Gary Charles Hepprich, who 
suffered a fatal heart attack 
Friday, Aug. 21. Mr. Hep-
prich was only 49 years 

old when he died, but he had 
made his mark in the com-
munity, serving 25 years in 
the Cornwall Volunteer Fire 
Department, including 15 as 
chief. He had helped found 
Litchfield County Dispatch 
back when it took hours of 
volunteer effort to create the 
present 911 system.

The Salisbury School li-
brary bit the dust this week, 
destroyed by Danks Con-
struction Co. of Canaan. 
The library was built around 
1912 when it was the second 
building on campus. It is to 
be replaced by a math-sci-
ence complex as part of the 
current $15 million renova-
tion of the all-boys’ school’s 
educational and sports facil-
ities.

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping 
the original wording intact 
as possible.
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Sovereign 
State
Lonnie Carter

TRI-CORNER 
CALENDAR

Items are printed as space permits. All entries can be found 
at www.TriCornerNews.com/events-calendar. To submit 

calendar items, email editor@lakevillejournal.com

 SEPTEMBER 1
Cornwall Library Labor 

Day Weekend Benefit 
Art Sale
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

The legendary Labor 
Day Weekend Benefit 
Art Sale returns to The 
Cornwall Library this 
year, marking the fifth 
anniversary of this highly 
popular event. The sale 
will open with a cocktail 
reception at the Library 
on Friday, Sept. 1 from 
6 to 8 p.m. and will 
continue through the 
following week, closing 
on Saturday, Sept. 9. 
Everyone is welcome. 
The sale and its opening 
reception will be at 30 
Pine Street, Cornwall, CT 
06753.

 SEPTEMBER 2
Cornwall Open Studio 

Tour
Cornwall, Conn. cornwallct.
org

The annual Cornwall 
Open Studio Tour 
returns to town on 
Saturday, Sept. 2 from 
1 to 5 p.m. Over a 
dozen of Cornwall's 
creators will display 
their work at 11 venues 
throughout town. For 
more information and 
a map of participating 
venues, visit cornwallct.
org/2023/08/23/
cornwall-artists-open-
studio-2023/

This Must Be the Place: 
Artists’ Impressions of 
Home
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

In late August and 
September, the David 
M. Hunt Library in 
Falls Village will host 
“This Must Be the Place: 
Artists’ Impressions of 
Home,” a large group 
art exhibition collecting 
personal, quirky, and 
nostalgic images from 
over 40 local artists in 
painting, photography, 
mixed-media, sculpture, 
and video. There will be 
a celebratory outdoor 
reception for the artists, 
with refreshments, on 
Saturday, Sept. 2 from 4 
to 6 p.m. The exhibition 
will be on display during 
library hours from Aug. 
29 to Sept. 22. For more 
information call the 
library at 860-824-7424 
or visit huntlibrary.org/
art-wall

Cornwall Country Dance
Cornwall Town Hall, 24 Pine 
St., Cornwall, Conn.

Dust off your dancing 
shoes for the Cornwall 
Country Dance from 7 
to 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 2 at Town Hall. 
New England square, 
circle and contra dances 
taught and called 
by “rural character,” 
Dudley Laufman to jigs 
and reels by the live 
band; Relatively Sound. 
Suggested Donation: 
$5-8/child, $12-15/adult, 
$25/family For more 
info, contact Debra@
motherhouse.us or call 
860-671-7945

Berkshire Woodworkers 
Guild Show and Silent 
Auction
Berkshire Botanical Garden, 
5 West Stockbridge Road 
(Route 102), Stockbridge, 
Mass.

On Saturday, Sept. 2 and 

   
   

Sunday, Sept. 3 from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day, a fine woodwork 
show and sale featuring 
woodworkers from New 
York and Connecticut. 

$5 general admission

 SEPTEMBER 5
Two Decades of War In 

Afghanistan & Iraq: 
Today’s Homefront
South Canaan Meetinghouse, 
12 Route 63, Falls Village, 
Conn.

On Tuesday, Sept. 5 at 
7 p.m., Brian Ohler will 
be the final speaker for 
the Falls Village-Canaan 
Historical Society’s First 
Tuesday at 7 Summer 
Talks. His presentation 
is titled “Two Decades 
of War In Afghanistan & 
Iraq: Today’s Homefront.”

Ohler is a fourth 
generation resident 
of North Canaan. He 
enlisted in the United 
States Army just two 
months prior to 9/11 
on July 17, 2001. Over 
the next twelve years, 
his military service 
would take him onto the 
battlefields of Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

The talk is open to the 
public and is free.  For 
more information, call 
860-824-5607 or 860-824-
8226.

 SEPTEMBER 12
Rosie the Riveter with the 

Connecticut Museum of 
Culture and History
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Tuesday, Sept. 12 
at 4 p.m. the David 
M. Hunt Library will 
host a presentation on 
“Rosie the Riveter” in 
partnership with the 
Connecticut Museum 
of Culture and History. 
"Rosie the Riveter" 
became an iconic symbol 
of working women 
during World War II. This 
event is free and open to 
the public.

 SEPTEMBER 22
Housing + Jobs + 

Conservation: A 
Roadmap for Action
Salisbury Forum Salisbury 
School, 251 Canaan 
Road, Salisbury, Conn. 
salisburyforum.org

There will be a Salisbury 
Forum event on Housing 
+ Jobs + Conservation on 
Sept. 22 with a reception 
at 5 p.m. and a program 
at 6:30 p.m.

Housing is rapidly 
becoming less affordable 
for residents in the 
Northwest Corner of 
Connecticut and the 
surrounding region, 
making it difficult for 
those who work in local 
businesses, schools, 
and nonprofits to find 
a home. This forum 
will explore how towns 
and local organizations 
can expand housing 
affordability while 
balancing other 
important issues, 
including land 
conservation.

The forum will be 
facilitated by Steve 
Rosenberg, co-convener 
Hudson Valley Affordable 
Housing & Conservation 
Strategy, formerly of 
Scenic Hudson.

Voices from our Salisbury community about the housing  
we need for a healthy, economically vibrant future

Our Home, Our Future

Affordable 
Housing
By Mary Close 
Oppenheimer

What would you 
do if you had a 
health issue that 

required help to remain 
safely at home? Since 1904 
people needing home health 
care have called the Salisbury 
Visiting Nurse Association 
(SVNA). It is now part of 
Visiting Nurse & Hospice of 
Litchfield County after a 2020 
merger with Foothills Visit-
ing Nurse and Home Care 
and VNA Northwest.

Meghan Kenny runs two 
sister companies from her 
office on Salmon Kill Road 
in Salisbury — SVNA Home 
Assistance and Litchfield 
County Home Assistance, 
which have different payment 
structures and offer different 
kinds of private duty home 
care options. She says she 
“employs 150 people of which 
95% are caregivers. Unfortu-
nately, due to being licensed 
for non-medical care, most 
medical insurance will not 
cover our services. If they 
do offer some coverage, the 
wages they reimburse are so 
low they do not cover the cost 
of running this business. The 
costs we charge are particu-
larly challenging for low in-
come clients who beg for help 
but need assistance to pay for 
it. It’s extremely difficult to 

PHOTO BY 
MARY CLOSE OPPENHEIMER

Meghan Kenny, 
SVNA Home 
Assistance and 
Litchfield County 
Home Assistance

retain employees since the 
cost of living is astronomical.

My employees are often 
residents of local affordable 
housing, however, between 
Sarum Village and Sharon 
Ridge being full and the high 
cost of rent in our area, it’s al-
most impossible for them to 

find anywhere they can afford 
to live within a  reasonable 
commute. Some of our staff 
avoid this issue because their 
spouses receive free hous-
ing as private school faculty. 
Many others have to move 
to Torrington and beyond to 
find housing, which direct-
ly affects the clients that we 
serve in our small community. 
While we try to keep our wag-
es competitive, driving from 
Torrington to the Northwest 
Corner is not something most 
want to do, especially in win-
ter, so it’s difficult to find all 
the staff I need. For the first 

time, I’ve had to establish a 
wait list for clients.”

If you are unsure about 
supporting affordable hous-
ing in our community be-
cause of concern about who 
might live in it, keep in mind 
it just might be the person 
who takes care of you when 
you’re sick and at your most 
vulnerable. It might be the 
person who cares for your 
loved one to enable you to 
run an errand, see a friend or 
give you a needed break from 
caregiving. These are people 
who are important contribu-
tors to our community.

The two South Asians, 
Nikki Haley and 
Vivek Ramaswamy, 

standing next to each other 
at the recent debate, shaking 
their fingers, I thought one 
was going to eat the other, 
and yelling at each other. 

Quite a sight. Is this India, 
in its various iterations? As 
some used to say — Only 
in America. The only other 
BIPOCer (that’s Black In-
digenous People of Color, 
for the still uninitiated), Tim 
Scott, the only Black Senator 

in Congress, and now with 
Max Hurd, who says he’s 
not running for re-election 
to the House, the only Black 
in either chamber, Scott, a 
self-described “nice guy” 
defining the term cipher, 
of whatever hue, and Chris 
Christie, is he an honorary 
African, being Italian?

Well, what do we have 
here?

What we have is an 80 
plus police motorcycle-cade 
to escort The Orange Blub-
berBlabber Mouth to the 
infamous Fulton County 
prison. (Who be payin’ the 
freight on this bloated dis-
play?) The only indicted 
co-conspirator to submit 
his own height and weight 
— 6’3, 215. How about 240, 
Tubby? 

Or is that Tubberville, the 
ex-football coach, the Ala-
bama Senator holding up 
the approval of hundreds of 
commissions in our military, 
endangering our national 
security, BIGTIME, because 
he disapproves of paying for 
military women to cross state 
lines for necessary medical 
care, thanks Tubbs, “How 
could I be a racist, when I 
coached football?”

Huh?

Speaking of Christie, I 
did love his answer, getting 
the biggest laugh of the eve-
ning, in fact, the only laugh, 
when the moderator asked 
him about UFO’s. He said 
something like You too are 
from New Jersey and you are 
asking me about UFO’s?

And then there is Mike 
Pence. Is he worth more 
than one? A tuppence for his 
thoughts. Actually, he seems 
to have some. (Or does he get 
them from Mother, his wife 
of many years who wouldn’t 
dare let him have dinner with 
another woman alone? Their 
knees might touch under the 
table. Ooo, what a frisson!) 

The fact that Farthing 
sought out the renowned 
legal scholar Dan Quayle to 
ask if he could overturn the 
election and that Q in his 
Solomonic wisdom opined 
Don’t cut the baby, it hasn’t 
been born yet, we’ll get to 
that abortion stuff later, 
showed a pound of wisdom, 
or at least a sou.

Again, what do we have 
here? 240 saying that the In-
dicted co-conspirators have 
had their lives ruined by 
these “animal” prosecutors. 
No, Blubber, they have had 
their lives ruined by you and 
their own rank avidity and 
stupidity. And they keep giv-
ing you pence or shillings? 

Did I say rank stupidity? 
How do you rank that stupid-
ity? As we say en Espagnyol, 
Muy Stupido.

The Republican primary debate

This summer, we are wit-
ness to two rather different 
examples of individuals that 
have stirred the imagination 
of the U.S. general public. 
Each, in his own way, has 
captured ‘lightning in a bot-
tle’. One has moved a simple 
air filled ball with his feet in 
his journeys around a ‘pitch’ 
of green — all the while cre-
ating the excitement of your 
first birthday party, with all 
of your friends, with a dee-li-
cious chocolate birthday 
cake covered in mouth-wa-
tering buttery icing. The 
other has squeezed as much 
‘green’ out of his various and 
sundry journeys through the 
corridors of both state and 
federal judicial review and 
prosecution.

Leo Messi, arguably the 
greatest soccer player — cer-
tainly of our time (and quite 
possibly all time), has been 
paid a great deal of green to 
employ his skills for a U.S. 
soccer team — F.C. Inter Mi-
ami. From the start, he has 
done what all sports greats 
do — make his teammates 
better and produce in the 
clutch. He has taken his 
broad spectrum of signature 
abilities to  confound oppos-
ing players with his excep-
tional understanding of how 
human nature operates in 
competition, confuse his op-
ponents with his sensational 
crafty spacial awareness, and 
perfectly time the employ of 
his consummate ‘ball skills’ 
to catch opponents off guard.

Meanwhile, former Presi-
dent Donald Trump has used 
his unrelenting p.r. skills to 
take us back to the carnival 
barkers of yore. Not since P.T. 
Barnum has the public been 
treated to such a continual 

barrage of hypnotic huck-
sterism laced with low brow 
paroxysms of self-serving 
boosterism. The ‘sell’ is all.

Trump has claimed great-
ness for himself — though I 
do not see him making any 
teammates better. As well, 
his ability to produce in the 
clutch suffers badly when 
one summarizes outcomes 
in elections in which he has 
backed candidates. Granted, 
Mr. Trump does confound, 
but it is not a plus when your 
own political party can’t fol-
low your lead because they 
too are baffled. Alas, there is 
human nature to consider. 
Mr Trump claims this as his 
speciality. He keeps telling 
the American people that the 
‘deep state’ isn’t going after 
him, but rather — going 
after them. The wild thing 
about this statement is that 
seems to be proving true in 
a butt-backward kind of way. 
By selling his legal plight to 
the masses through endless 
variously deceptive donation 
schemes, he has coopted the 
goodwill of a not insignifi-
cant segment of the citizen-
ry. His selling his conspir-
acy laden assessment that 
the deep state is hell-bent 
on preventing his reelection 
to the presidency is playing 
well to the faithful. With this 
he continues to successfully 
milk the political donation 
cow at a singularly feverous, 
if not counterfeit, pace.

Mr. Messi is quite possibly 
the g.o.a.t of soccer (greatest 
of all time).

Mr. Trump is also quite 
possibly the g.o.a.t of politics 
(greatest of all truthers).     

Michael Moschen
Cornwall Bridge

Two to compare
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large
� e northwest corner is blessed with 
many natural resources, among them 
are our cold water streams coming 
o�  Canaan Mountain and Mt. Riga. 
� ese are fragile environments 
that support populations of brook 
trout, northern spring salamanders 
and other populations that require 
clean cold water. Even an increase 
of several degrees in the water 
temperature can prove detrimental 
to their very survival. � e current 
threats are both increased 
development and climate change. 
To � nd out more information, the 
Massachusetts Wildlife Climate 
Change Tool is a wonderful resource 
at climateactiontool.org/ecogroup/
rivers-and-streams-coldwater-
� sheries-resources-streams.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate

To view all the news and Classifieds,  
go to our website at www.tricornernews.com

Email ads to 
classified@

lakevillejournal.com

FALLS 
VILLAGE, CT

BARN/ESTATE SALE: 
Too much to mention. 
8 Kellogg Rd, Route 7, 
Falls Village CT. Sep-
tember 1, 2, 3, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, 8-4 
pm. No early birds. Cash 
and carry.

CORNWALL, 
CT

FRONT YARD ESTATE 
SALE: Fabulous an-
tique, vintage, mid-cen-
tury furniture, estate 
pieces, art, and more. 
Saturday, Sunday Sep-
tember 2 and 3 at 9 
a.m. 4 Railroad St., West 
Cornwall, CT. For in-
quires email liz@lizliai-
son.com.

SHARON, CT
LAWN SALE: Saturday 

9/2 and Sunday 9/3, 114 
Amenia Union Road, 
Sharon, CT. Noon until 4 
p.m. Moving soon, 50+ 
years of cool items: top-
of-line exercise equip-
ment, keyboard, art, 
children’s stuff, antique 
glassware, outdoor and 
indoor furniture, gar-
den ornaments, tools, 
a whole lot more.

TAG SALESTAG SALES

HELP WANTED
DAYCARE TEACHER-UN-

DERMOUNTAIN CHILD 
CARE CENTER:Full-time 
position with benefits for a 
daycare teacher/early child-
hood educator, at Under-
mountain Child Care Center 
on the campus of Berkshire 
School, Monday through 
Friday. Teacher certification 
a plus but not required. 
CORI and other background 
checks required. Submit 
resume and letter of interest 
to Tammy Wysocki, Director 
of UMCC, Berkshire School, 
245 North Undermountain 
Road, Sheffield, MA 01257. 
twysocki@berkshireschool.
org Phone: 413-229-1850.

G R O U N D S / M A I N T E -
NANCE POSITION: Berk-
shire School has an opening 
for an individual to perform 
routine seasonal outside 
maintenance and grounds 
work, and event set-ups and 
breakdowns. This position 
requires heavy lifting and 
the ability to work as an 
effective member of a team. 
Some weekend and holiday 
hours are mandatory. This is 
a full-time, year round posi-
tion with excellent benefits. 
Interested parties should 
contact Gabe Starczewski, 
gstarczewski@berkshire-
school.org 413-229-1211.

S M A L L A N G U S FA R M 
SEEKS P/T HELP: Duties 
include feeding, cleaning, 
fence repair, moving hay 
and grain daily. Will train the 
right person. 860-364-5019.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

Unfurnished;  
1 bedroom, kitchen-
eating area, living 
room, and entry 
room; no garage. 
Multi-year preferred

850 SQFT
Unfurnished;  
3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, office, living 
room, & garage. 
Very private; 
multi-year desired.

4,000+- SQFT

FULLY furnished and 
cozy; 3 bedrooms, 
kitchen-eating area, 
living room, and entry 
room; no garage.

LIMITED WINTER 
SEASON COTTAGESEMI furnished;  

3 bedrooms, 3 baths: 
6 rooms, garage.  
Seasonal rental period, 
or year round.  Will 
not rent unfurnished.

2,400+- SQFT

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

RENTALS: Limited in availability, we have 4, briefly described below:  Common 
restrictions/options  in all, include: No pets and non smokers; extra costs include,  

but may not be limited to: costs of utilities, driveway and/or lawn costs, and internet.   
Locations include CT and NY.  Other features and terms, specific to each,  

will be discussed upon request for further information.

SALISBURY, CT  860-435-2200

CONTEMPORARY ELEGANCE  
WITH MOUNTAIN VIEWS

2,641 sq.ft. • 2.4 Acres • 3 BRs • 2 FBs • 1 HB
LAKEVILLE, CT. Thoughtfully planned high-end design is the hall-
mark of this newly renovated country home located in one of Salisbury’s 
most desirable neighborhoods. The open floor plan is centered around 
mountain views. Professional landscaping and mature specimen trees 
throughout the double lot. Practical features include a full-house 18K 
generator for uninterrupted comfort, a buried 500-gallon propane tank, a 
new propane heating system, an electric car charger for eco-friendly conve-
nience, and new central air conditioning.
Web# EH5201   Bill Melnick/Elyse Harney Morris   $1,875,000

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate
HarneyRealEstate.com

• Reports to Property Manager
• Paddocks and run-in-sheds picked weekly
• Manage monthly inventory for supplies and on sight for delivery
• Weed control, irrigation, mulching, and spring and fall cleanup
• No lawn mowing required; however, weed whacking periodically

GROUNDSKEEPER/CARETAKER
in Sharon, CT 

CONTACT: ourloveofanimals@gmail.com • (201) 822-1330

• Experience preferred
• English preferred
• Driver’s License a must
• Full Time & Part Time Available

• Live-Out Only/ 
No Live-in Facilities

• Must live locally within  
30 miles of Sharon, CT

HOUSEKEEPER DUTIES 
• Vacuum/sweep floors, carpets, area-rugs 
• Change linens 
• Laundry, including ironing 
• Sweeping/Dusting /Polishing Furniture  
• Mop floors (Hardwood) 
• Clean and sanitize bathrooms 
• Empty Trash Receptacles

HOME PERSONAL ASSISTANT DUTIES 
• Managing telephone incoming calls 
• Running Errands:  
   Dry Cleaning/Courier Requests/Store Runs 
• Coordinate Home Delivery orders 
• Scheduling House Maintenance 
• Maintaining a schedule for family’s  
   personal/professional appointments

*Non-Smoker Required
*Must Live locally within 30 miles of Sharon, CT

Pay: Per Hour  •  Full time - Monday to Friday  
Hours: Min 35 hrs per week/Max 40 hrs per week/No weekends
*Commensurate with experience

HOUSEKEEPER/ 
HOME PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

in Sharon, CT 

CONTACT: ourloveofanimals@gmail.com • (201) 822-1330

HELP WANTED
SEEKING A SKILLED IN-

DIVIDUAL: for a versatile 
role encompassing but 
not limited too, shipping & 
receiving, as well as some 
small assembly work. Can-
didates must possess the 
ability to lift up to 50 pounds 
and commit to a full 40-hour 
work week. Comprehensive 
training will be provided, 
while reliability in trans-
portation and a proactive 
attitude towards learning 
and career advancement 
are essential as there are 
opportunities to advance. 
Familiarity with milking 
equipment or dairy farms 
would be advantageous, 
though not mandatory. 
Training wage is $17.00. 
Please call Mike or Greg at 
800-245-8222.

DRIVERS WANTED: At least 
25 years old, Clean NYS 
Drivers License, Class E or 
C License with passenger 
endorsement. Willing to 
Train. Local and Long Dis-
tance. Call Watson Livery at 
845-464-8178.

THE DAVID M. HUNT LI-
BRARY: in Falls Village is 
looking to hire an Assistant 
Director and Youth Services 
Coordinator. This position 
will both support the stra-
tegic direction of the library 
and play an integral role in 
day to day operations. Learn 
more about the position 
and how to apply at https://
www.huntlibrary.org/em-
ployment opportunities/. 
Applications will be accept-
ed until September 15.

THE NORTH EAST COM-
MUNITY CENTER:has sev-
eral current openings in 
our Youth Programs. We are 
hiring a FT Early Learning 
Program Senior Assistant, a 
PT Early Learning Program 
Assistant, and a PT Out-
of-School-Time Program 
Senior Assistant. Full posi-
tion descriptions available 
at www.neccmillerton.org/
employment Request ap-
plication or send resume 
to info@neccmillerton.org 
EEO/EPO.

HELP WANTED
WANTED/SEEKING CARE-

GIVER: Weekends, In-home. 
Light duty, general com-
panionship and caregiving 
to assist older person in 
the Salisbury/Canaan area. 
References preferred. Call 
203-907-6118.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

I OFFER HOUSE CLEANING 
COMMERCIAL & RESI-
DENTAL: Office cleaning, 
weekly, biweekly, monthly, 
one time. You will love the 
results. Contact Maria. 845-
366-0107.

N E E D  Y O U R  H O M E 
CLEANED?:  Diana and 
Juliet have been servicing 
the Northwest Corner since 
1998. We offer guaranteed 
satisfaction and have great 
references. Please call 860 
605-0528.

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

LOOKING TO ACQUIRE: 
Eric Sloan and Hudson River 
School paintings. Please call 
917-755-2640.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

PREMIERE UPSCALE OF-
FICE: in Lakeville, CT. 2 
Rooms, Porch, and Parking. 
$700/month.

LAND FOR SALE
VACANT LAND FOR SALE 

BY OWNER:$80,000, 2 
acres. 15 Walk Rd., Sand 
Lake, NY. Partially cleared for 
building. Averill Park School 
District. Beautiful, woodsy 
location on a quiet road. 
On Taborton Mountain with 
lakes, hiking, shopping, and 
restaurants nearby. 845-
372-7614.
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By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE - With 
the new school year right 
around the corner, Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School’s athletes have begun 
gearing up for fall sports.

The Mountaineers are set 
to field rosters for 12 teams in 
five sports: football (varsity, 
junior varsity and freshman 
teams), volleyball (varsity 
and JV), boys soccer (varsity 
and JV), girls soccer (varsity 
and JV), boys and girls cross 
country, and boys golf.

HVRHS football players 
will take the field alongside 
Gilbert and Northwestern 
High School athletes in the 
GNH co-op team, called the 
Yellowjackets, for the third 
consecutive season. Last year, 
GNH’s varsity squad finished 
the regular season with an 
8-2 record and reached the 

Fall sports return to Falls Village
Connecticut Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference Class SS 
semifinals in the postseason. 

With a young roster this 
year, GNH football may be 
in rebuilding mode after 
graduating 16 seniors last 
year, including star running 
back Freddy Camp, who led 
the state in touchdowns last 
season and will be playing at 
the NCAA Division I level at 
University of Rhode Island 
this fall.

GNH’s 2023 season is set 
to begin on Friday, Sept. 1, 
with a scrimmage at Granby 
High School. Kick-off is at 
6:30 p.m.

HVRHS will host one 
GNH home game this year 
against Naugatuck High 
School on Saturday, Oct. 7 
with a 1 p.m. start time. All 
other home games will be 
played at Gilbert, with the 
first home game scheduled 

for Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. against 
Kennedy High School.

JV football will begin 
at Gilbert on Sept. 9 at 10 
a.m. against Ansonia High 
School. Freshman football 
starts on Oct. 9 at Naugatuck.

HVRHS has named a new 
coach for varsity volleyball 
this season: Cherie Lopes. 
Last year the Mountaineers’ 
varsity volleyball team ended 
the season 8-10.

Both varsity and junior 
varsity volleyball teams will 
open the season with home 
games against Wolcott Tech-
nical High School on Friday, 
Sept. 8, with JV teams to start 
at 4 p.m. and varsity to follow 
at 5 :15 p.m.

Boys soccer will begin 
the following day, Saturday, 
Sept. 9, on the fields behind 
HVRHS. Both varsity and JV 
teams will host Shepaug Val-
ley High School beginning 

at 10 a.m.
Girls soccer starts the 

2023 season with a jambo-
ree at Granby on Sept. 3 that 
will feature seven area high 
schools. The first HVRHS 
girls soccer home game is 
scheduled for Sept. 11 against 
Gilbert with a 3:45 p.m. start 
time.

Both boys and girls cross 
country will head to Thom-
aston High School to open 
the 2023 season on Sept. 5 
with competition to begin 
at 4 p.m.

Boys golf teed off the 
Mountaineers’ fall season 
at Canaan Country Club on 
Aug. 28 with a match against 
Gilbert. 

The boys return to the 
links on Aug. 31 when they  
host Wamogo. Tee time at 3 
p.m.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

At a practice behind Housatonic Valley Regional High 
School on Thursday, Aug. 24, the GNH Yellowjackets 
worked on kick-offs and returns. 
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Do you have a family 

member or friend 

in the military who 

would be interested in 

the news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set 

up a subscription, contact 

Sandra Lang at circulation@

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to  

those who serve.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Animal Care

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Tree Service

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you 

this directory of Specialists 

in print and online at 

www.tricornernews.com. 

From Automobiles to 

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fi ngertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you fi nd the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

TriCornerNews.com

CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

Support Local Journalism 
In Your Community

Please donate to The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News  
at LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate

or by mail
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE 
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 6/30/23

www.millertonvet.com  •  518-789-3440

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE  
AND SURGERY

Laboratory & Diagnostic • Dentistry  
Laser Therapy • Ultrasound 
Acupuncture • Chiropractic

Traditional Chinese Medicine

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT | djhallroofing.com | 860-485-5887

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters 
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs

Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 

Over 35 years experience

860-459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

ROOFING  •  SIDING  
GUTTERS  •  REPAIRS

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com
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