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A weekend of speed, sound, and splendor
Motorist Molly Rowen arrived at Lime Rock Park after traveling from Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania, in a 1939 MG TB for Historic Festival 41 over Labor Day weekend. The five day 
extravanza included a parade, racing, and more than 1,000 vintage vehicles. For full story, 
turn to page A9.

Sharon Hospital 
denied bid to shut 
maternity unit

Answering the call: A local 
look at EMS volunteerism

By Maud Doyle

SALISBURY — Whether a hik-
ing accident at the top of Mount 
Riga, or a cardiac event at Lime 
Rock Park, the all-volunteer Salis-
bury ambulance squad has respond-
ed to emergency calls across all 57 
square miles of Salisbury Town 
for over 50 years. Today, the Salis-
bury Volunteer Ambulance Service 
(SVAS) finds itself responding to a 
different kind of challenge: a dearth 
of new, younger volunteers ready to 
take their places on the team.

“Salisbury, as rural as we are, 
truly depends on the volunteer 
ambulance. People have come to 
rely on it in a way they may not even 
realize—they just know that when 
they call 911, the ambulance will 
show up,” said Barrie Prinz, who 
has been a board member of SVAS 
since 2019 and volunteered to join 
the ambulance squad last fall.

“They expect that somebody 
will respond and somebody does. 
And those somebodies are all vol-
unteers.”

Beginning Monday, Sept 11, 
SVAS is hosting an EMR certifica-
tion course at its headquarters on 
17 Under Mountain Rd. in Salis-
bury. It’s free for those who intend 
to volunteer on completion, but the 
class is open to anyone, including 
non-residents, with an interest in 
becoming a first-level emergency 
responder (a nominal fee of $250 
will be charged to non-volunteers). 

SVAS is also encouraging people to 
join as ambulance drivers (which 
requires less training), or just to 
reach out and talk about what vol-
unteering for the squad might look 
like.

Volunteer Emergency Services
In 1971, emergency responders 

from Sharon Hospital were delayed 
in reaching a car accident in Falls 
Village. In response to the tragedy, 
a group of concerned citizens led 
by Rees Harris formed SVAS—they 
bought a car to refurbish as an am-
bulance, and the garage that still 
houses the squad on Under Moun-
tain Road.

Until recently, it was the norm 
in rural Connecticut communities 
to have their own, all-volunteer 
emergency services—neighbors 
taking care of neighbors when 
called upon, rather than having tax 
dollars support a paid staff waiting 
for an emergency. SVAS estimated 
that a paid emergency medical staff 
would add at least $300,000 to the 
town budget, triggering a tax in-
crease for residents.

Meanwhile, the need for per-
sonnel has increased. While just 
five years ago, SVAS responded to 

some 400 calls in a year; last year 
they had about 650 calls, and this 
year the squad is on track to hit 700.

“I think there are a lot of peo-
ple who don’t realize that not one 
of their tax dollars goes to paying 
for their ambulance service,” said 
Prinz. “People sometimes don’t 
believe us that we’re not going to 
charge them for the ambulance 
ride and the care, but we don’t. We 
are totally free we can be that way 
because we are a nonprofit, and all 
volunteer.”

There’s value there of course, she 
said. But more than that, there’s an 
invaluable intimacy to medical care 
administered by neighbors—espe-
cially in emergent situations.

“When you call, you get get peo-
ple who know you or they know 
of you. On one of my first calls, I 
was with a more senior EMT who 
knew where the key to the caller’s 
door was, knew her son’s names, 
knew something about her condi-
tion, knew where stuff was in her 
house, knew what obstacles we 
would face getting in and out of 
the house. When you get people 

Coston recognized as 
‘20 Over 50’ honoree

By Carol Kneeland

John Coston, editor-in-chief 
of The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News, is one of 20 
journalists over the age of 50 to 
be recognized in the Sept. 1 edi-
tion of trade publication Editor 
& Publisher.

E&P Editor Robin Blinder 
wrote that those chosen as 2023 
“20 over 50” honorees were “nom-
inated for their strong work eth-
ic, transformational mindsets, 
commitment to journalistic and 
publishing excellence and ability 
to lead during challenging times.”

Coston noted in the E&P ar-
ticle that his greatest sense of  
accomplishment is  “acquiring  a 
lifetime of experience working as 
a team with reporters and editors 
to put out a paper day after day, 
week after week. That especially 

PHOTO BY BRIDGET STARR TAYLOR

John Coston 

includes learning to recognize and 
respect writers’ voices and nurtur-
ing those voices as an editor.”

Susan Hassler, publisher of The 
Lakeville Journal and The Miller-
ton News, herself a veteran jour-
nalist, gave a nod to Coston’s ap-

“They expect that somebody will 
respond and somebody does. And those 

somebodies are all volunteers.”

Barrie Prinz, Salisbury Volunteer Ambulance Service

By Maud Doyle 

SHARON — Sharon Hospital’s 
application to close its Labor and 
Delivery Unit was denied by Con-
necticut’s Office of Health Strategy 
(OHS) on Tuesday, Aug. 29.

The “proposed final decision” 
granted Sharon Hospital and its 
parent company, Nuvance Health, 
21 days to appeal the decision. An 
appeal would continue a five-year 
battle between Sharon Hospital 
and members of the local commu-
nity, led by Save Sharon Hospital, 
over maintaining the hospital’s 
labor and delivery services. 

Sharon Hospital filed a Cer-
tificate of Need to close the ma-
ternity unit with OHS in January 
2022, citing financial concerns, 
declining birth rates in Litchfield 
County, and underutilization of 
its obstetrics unit.

The hospital, which has cited 
losses of more than $20 million 
in a single year, estimated that 
closing the maternity unit would 
save $3 million in large part by 
enabling the hospital to employ 
some 18 fewer staff members, 
and cut down on physician fees 
incurred by after-hours surgery 

and anesthesia services.
The hospital also described a de-

cline in births at Sharon Hospital, 
citing fewer than one delivery per 
day in 2021, and difficulty attract-
ing and retaining trained staff in a 
rural community.

At an OHS hearing in Decem-
ber 2022, doctors, advocates, and 
local families rebutted the hospital’s 
claims that closing the maternity 
unit would not impact access to 
adequate care in the region, and 
raised questions about the hospi-
tal’s claim that underutilization of 
the unit was causing irresolvable 
financial and safety concerns.

In its Aug. 29 decision, OHS 
found that Sharon Hospital had 
not adequately met five of eight 
applicable criteria to qualify for 
a Certificate of Need, repeatedly 

“This is good news, 
but the fight... is 

going to continue.”

State Comptroller 
Sean Scanlon
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In The Journal this week

Online This Week
Cornwall adopts new school lunch guidelines
Cornwall Consolidated School has adopted federal 
guidelines for free and reduced price lunch. More 
info on www.tricornernews.com

Housatonic Camera Club new exhibit
Now on display at Sharon Historical Society. Learn 
more on www.tricornernews.com

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. 
All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Selling alcohol to minors
On Friday, Sept. 1, at ap-

proimately 4:15 p.m. Troop 
B responded to the Lakeville 
Patco at 10 Sharon Road for 
the report of an individual 
attempting to give alcohol 
to minors. An investigation 
led to the arrest of Hunter 
Watts, 34, of Salisbury, on 
five counts of risk of injury 
to a minor and five counts 
of attempte d sale of alcohol 
to a minor. Watts was held 
on $50,000 cash-surety bond 
and was scheduled to ap-
pear in Torrington Superior 
Count on Sept. 5. 

  Avoiding animal in road
 On Saturday, Sept. 2, 

at approximately 5:45 a.m. 
William Shepardson, 18, of 
New York, New York, was 
traveling northbound on 
Weatogue Road in Salisbury 
in a 2021 Honda Pilot when 
he saw an animal in the road.  
Shepardson left the road in 
an attempt to avoid hitting 

the animal and collided with 
a guardrail wire and a utility 
pole. He was found at fault 
and issued a written warning 
for failure to keep in proper 
lane.

Assault in Lawrence Field
On Tuesday, Aug. 29 at 

approximately 6 p.m. troop-
ers responded to Lawrence 
Field in the town of North 
Canaan for the report of a 
disturbance. Troopers deter-
mined that a 16-year-old ju-
venile had assaulted an elder-
ly male, who was transported 
to the hospital for injuries. 
During the incident a troop-
er sustained a minor injury 
from the encounter with the 
juvenile, who also was sent 
to the hospital for an evalua-
tion. An investigation result-
ed in the juvenile receiving 
a summons for assault of a 
victim over 60. He is sched-
uled to appear in Torrington 
Juvenile Court.

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal.com

PHOTO BY SAVAGE FRIEZE 

Season Finale at the Norfolk Festival
Yale Professor in the Practice of Choral Music Jeffrey Douma leads a performance 
of Felix Mendelssohn’s Hymn of Praise, Op.52 in the Norfolk Music Shed. The Sat-
urday, Aug. 19 concert featured the Litchfield County Choral Union, members of 
Yale choral ensembles, and regional singers accompanied by the Norfolk Festival 
Chamber Orchestra.

Auditions for Christmas show 
planned for Sept. 17th and 20th

SALISBURY — The 
Congregational Church of 
Salisbury, UCC, announc-
es auditions for “The But-
terfingers Angel, Mary and 
Joseph, Herod the Nut, and 
the Slaughter of Twelve Hit 
Carols in a Pear Tree.”

Written by Broadway 
legend William Gibson, this 
rollicking “Christmas Enter-
tainment” features a belea-
guered angel, a mysterious 
and scary adversary, a fiercely 
independent Mary, a smitten 
Joseph — along with louts, 
animals, and magi. Pastor 
John Nelson and Music Di-
rector David Baranowski will 
direct. Roles for adults and 
children are available, and 
auditions are open to all. 
The production rehearses in 
October and November, and 
performs Nov. 30 to Dec. 3.

Auditions will be held on 
Sunday, Sept. 17, 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m., and Wednesday, Sept. 
20, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Congregational Church, 

30 Main St., Salisbury.
 For more information, 

email Pastor John at butter-
fingers.angel@gmail.com.
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Publish your engagement, wedding,  
birth or anniversary announcement  

in The Lakeville Journal
The fee for an announcement is $50 for text with a picture, $25 
for text without a picture. Maximum length is 125 words. Text 
and a reproducible photograph are due two weeks before the de-
sired publication date. If sending a photograph (.jpg or .tiff file), 
please include the names of everyone in the picture in the body 
of your email. For more information, or to submit your paid 
announcement, please email publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

Susan Hassler, Publisher Noreen Doyle, Board Chair

Dear Supporters,

Good news from your local newspapers, The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News!

A small group of key supporters, have pledged a total of 
$100,000 as a MATCHING CHALLENGE. We have until 
October 31st to meet the challenge.

These funds are crucial to the continued growth of The 
Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News. At The Lakeville 
Journal, new investments in local reporting have been made by 
bringing on new reporters to expand coverage of local towns 
and the results are evident. The Millerton News has a new office 
in town and a new editor who is rebuilding the reporting staff 
there too.

Behind the scenes, the papers are in the process of a complete 
digital migration of operations to newly revamped websites for 
both papers and a stream of integrated digital news products.

Any amount - large or small - goes towards the $100,000 
Matching Challenge to enable us to continue to expand AND 
upgrade local reporting in print and for digital.

Your investment in local journalism will drive the momentum  
we have achieved so far.

Thank you!

$100,000 Matching Challenge
For The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News

Please make a donation at  
www.tricornernews.com/2023matching  
or by mailing a check to  
The Lakeville Journal Foundation,  
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039.

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Noreen Doyle, Chair; Dan Dwyer, Vice Chair; Karen Byers, Treasurer; Devereux Chatillon, Secretary

Dave Colmar; Jonathan Landman; Jamie Lehrer; William E. Little, Jr.; Brian Ross; Larry Walsh

Legal Notice
Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury

Planning & Zoning 
Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that the following action 
was taken by the Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
of the Town of Salisbury, 
Connecticut on August 29, 
2023:

Approved subject to 
condit ions—Site  Plan 
Application #2023-0217 by 
owner Charles and Karyn 
Bendit, to construct a new 
single-family dwelling, 
septic, and well in the Lake 
Protection Overlay District, 
in accordance with section 
404 of the regulations. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s Map 19 
as Lot 11 and is located at 
101 Taconic Road, Salisbury.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal these decisions 
to the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §8-8.

 Town of Salisbury
Planning &

Zoning Commission
Martin Whalen, Secretary

09-07-23

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury
Inland Wetlands 
& Watercourses 

Commission
Notice is hereby given 

that the following actions 
were taken by the Inland 
Wetlands & Watercourses 
Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury, Connecticut 
on August 28, 2023:

Approved - Application 
2023-IW-016 by property 
owner,  the Hotchkiss 
School for the replacement 
of existing boardwalk 
structure with new structure 
and decking. The property 
is shown on Salisbury 
Assessor’s map 6 as lot 7 and 
is known as 11 Interlaken 
Road, Lakeville.

Approved Subject to 
Conditions - Application 
2023-IW-008 by Allied 
Engineering for a new 
single-family dwelling 
a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  s i t e 
improvements. The property 
is shown on Salisbury 

Assessor’s map 19 as lot 11 
and is known as 101 Taconic 
Road. The owners of the 
property are Charles and 
Karyn Bendit.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal this decision to 
the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §22a-43(a) 
& §8-8. 

09-07-23
NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

CRAIG R. HEWITT
Late of Canaan

(23-00230)
 The Hon.Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
August 24, 2023, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Chester W. Hewitt
c/o Mark J Capecelatro
Mark J. Capecelatro, LLC
117 Main Street
P.O. Box 1045
Canaan, CT 06018

Megan M. Foley
Clerk

09-07-23

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ANNE MCDERMOTT
Late of Sharon

(23-00315)
 The Hon.Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
August 24, 2023, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Theresa Berg
c/o Ellen Rosemary 

Suttliffe Hain, Cohen and 
Wolf, P.C.

115 Broad Street
Bridgeport, CT 06604

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

09-07-23

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

JEFFREY PALMER
Late of Canaan

AKA JEFFREY JOE 
PALMER

AKA JEFFREY J. 
PALMER

(23-00326)
The Hon.Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
August 24, 2023, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Crystal Maryann Palmer 

Andrade
80 Dublin Road
 Falls Village, CT 06031

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

09-07-23

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

CARL JAMES BLAIR
Late of Massachusetts

AKA Jimmy Blair
(23-00353)

 The Hon.Jordan M. 
Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
August 24, 2023, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Kerrilee Mintz
Joseph Arthur Kubic
Harlow, Adams and 

Friedman, P.C., One New 
Haven Avenue,

Suite 100, Milford, CT 
06460

Megan M. Foley
Clerk

09-07-23
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Correcting Errors
We are happy to 
correct errors in news 
stories when they are 
called promptly to our 
attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual 
and/or typographical 
errors in advertisements 
when such errors affect 
meaning.
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Our Towns

jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Second sight
4. Standard electrode 

potential
7. Type of gibbon
8. John Joseph 

__: American 
industrialist

10. Manning and 
Whitney are two

12. Abrupt
13. Baroque musical 

instrument
14. Post-burning 

residue
16. When you hope to 

arrive
17. Sign up (Brit. Eng.)
19. Sun up in New York
20. Employee stock 

ownership plan
21. Where people live
25. Method to record an 

electrogram
26. Angry
27. No longer living
29. Simple
30. Swiss river
31. Portion of a play
32. It’s under the tree
39. Wood sorrels
41. No (Scottish)
42. Dialect of English
43. Former Steelers’ QB
44. Popular beer
45. It can make you sick
46. Tropical tree and 

fruit
48. Company o�  cer
49. Contact lens term
50. Your consciousness 

of your own identity
51. “Ghetto Superstar” 

singer
52. Piece of turf

CLUES DOWN
1. Number of players 

on each side in a 
football game

2. Containing salt
3. Reasoning or 

knowledge: a __
4. Car mechanics group
5. Leave a place
6. Southern Colombian 

capital

8. Old English letter
9. Tide
11. Walk heavily
14. Chemical compound 

(abbr.)
15. Arti� cial openings
18. Luteinizing hormone
19. Unit of energy
20. Circular movement of 

water
22. A way of holding
23. Popular book of 

words (abbr.)
24. States’ group
27. Dashes
28. Body part
29. Electronic 

countermeasures
31. Consumed
32. Small bird
33. Unhappy
34. Football’s big game 

(abbr.)

Aug. 31 Solution

Aug. 31 Solution

Sudoku

35. Valued object o� ered 
in good faith

36. Wild goats
37. Precede in place
38. Small edible � sh
39. Notice of death
40. Body cavity of a 

metazoan
44. Partner to cheese
47. Not around

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — 
“This is new territory for 
me,” said Republican Regis-
trar Rosemary Keilty.

As North Canaan gets set 
to host a Republican primary 
election for selectman candi-
date between Jesse Bunce and 
Craig Whiting, the registrars 
have added extra office hours 
in response to interest and 
confusion about the race.

“There’s been some cam-
paigning going on evidently 
because people, the unaffili-
ateds are calling to become 
Republicans,” said Keilty, 
noting that the party has 
registered 41 new members 
as of Aug. 30.

The Republican and 
Democratic town commit-
tees both held caucuses in 
late July, which produced 
two selectman candidates 
on each ticket. The Republi-
cans nominated Brian Ohler 
for first selectman and Craig 
Whiting for second select-
man. The Democrats nom-
inated Christian Allyn for 
first and Jesse Bunce for 
second. Whiting and Allyn 
are incumbents.

In the November election, 
the first selectman candidate 
that receives the most votes 
will win the seat of first se-
lectman. The opposing first 
selectman candidate then 
drops into a pool with the 
second selectman candidates 
from each party. Of the three 
remaining candidates, the 
top vote-getter wins the sec-
ond selectman’s seat and the 
next highest vote getter wins 
the third selectman’s seat. 

This system ensures at 
least one candidate from 
each party is represented on 
the Board of Selectmen.

Bunce, a registered Re-
publican, agreed to run with 
Allyn on the Democratic 
ticket, with a condition. 
Should Allyn receive the least 
votes of the four candidates 
in November, Bunce would 
vacate the seat to allow a reg-
istered Democrat—Allyn—
to sit on the board.

In August, Bunce filed a 
petition at Town Hall with 
more than 29 signatures from 
verified North Canaan Re-
publican voters and a prima-
ry race against Whiting was 
approved by the state.

If Bunce wins on Sept. 12, 
Keilty said he would become 
“cross endorsed” by the Re-
publicans and replace Whit-
ing on the ticket with Ohler. 

If Whiting wins on Sept. 
12, Whiting will remain on 
the Republican ticket with 
Ohler, and Bunce will remain 

North Canaan GOP preps for unusual primary race

on the Democratic ticket 
with Allyn for the Novem-
ber election.

Whiting, who has served 
as second selectman in North 
Canaan since 2018, was en-
dorsed by town Republicans 
in July to run for his fourth 
term on the board. If elected, 
his main goals for the com-
ing term will be to address 
the town’s ever-increasing 
high school budget and to 
improve operations at the 
transfer station.

“And I really want to in-
crease the tax base,” he add-
ed. “There’s only two ways to 
lower taxes: either increase 
the tax base or curtail spend-
ings. The spending part, our 
biggest burden is the high 
school, and increasing the 
tax base is promoting busi-
ness.”

After nearly six years as a 
selectman, Whiting said he 
has built relationships with 
the town’s committee mem-
bers, business owners, and 
residents.

“I go to all the Board 
of Finance meetings, I go 
to economic development 
meetings and hear from the 
business owners in town and 
I really think that I’ve gained 
a lot of trust with people over 
the last five-and-a-half years.”

Whiting said he takes 
pride in being available to 
answer questions from resi-
dents and always returns calls 
“as immediately as possible.”

“It may not be a full-time 
job, but I treat it like one.” 
he said.

When discussing the pri-
mary, Whiting questioned 
Bunce’s motives.

“If he loses the primary 
he’s still on the ballot, but if 
I lose the primary I’m off the 
ballot. I think that you’re de-
nying the Democrats in this 
town a chance to vote for me 
by trying to get me off the 
ballot in November,” said 
Whiting.

On the scenario of Bunce 
deferring the seat to Allyn, 
Whiting said, “That does not 
sound like somebody that 
really wants the position. I 
would never make an agree-
ment that I would step down 
because you’re going against 
the will of the voters.” 

Bunce, a Planning and 
Zoning Commission mem-
ber in North Canaan for the 
past two years, said he de-
cided to run for selectman to 
“create a better environment 
for the kids here and for the 
general population.”

“I feel there’s a lot of things 
we can change,” he said. “I’m 
pretty goal driven, so if we 
can get things in our sights 
that we’d like to do, I’ll stop at 
nothing to try and get these 
things done.”

Bunce said his goals in-
clude better balancing the 
budget, finding a grant writer 
for the town, and promoting 
transparency on the Board of 
Selectman.

“I feel a lot of people are 
struggling with taxes, with 
money in general these days. 
So it’s definitely something 
that I would be goal set on 

getting the budget down to 
a more manageable state for 
everyone,” he said. 

If Bunce were to win in 
November, he said he would 
donate his selectman’s salary 
of $6,500 per year back to the 
town.

“If firefighters and EMS 
workers can volunteer for the 
town, so can the selectmen,” 
said Bunce.

After being endorsed on 
the Democratic ticket, Bunce 
stated he initiated the prima-
ry in response to Republican 

voters who urged him to take 
on Whiting head-to-head.

“I’ve been going door to 
door and talking with people 
about this primary. A lot of 
people want change. They’re 
not happy with the direction 
of the town and they would 
like somebody in there with a 
fresh set of eyes that has new 
ideas to try and bring new 
life into the town.”

In the scenario of Bunce 
winning on Sept. 12, he said, 
“I would be on both tickets. 
One of my goals...is to try 

and bring the two parties 
together and get things done 
for the town.” He went on to 
confirm that if he loses on 
Sept. 12, he will remain on 
the Democratic ticket and 
acknowledged that, win or 
lose in the primary, he’s on 
the ballot in November.

Bunce also explained his 
rationale on why he agreed to 
vacate the seat to allow Allyn 
to stay on the board in the 
event Allyn gets voted out.

“I would step down and let 
him have my seat because I 
feel that, if that were the case, 
you would have three Repub-
licans. You know, there has 
to be a Democrat on there 
but technically I would be the 
Democrat, you know? So I 
feel that it’s only right that 
the Democrats have their 
party’s representation on 
there by Christian Allyn,” he 
said. “But I don’t really want 
to have to do that. I would 
really like to be on there for 
both the Democrats and the 
Republicans doing what I can 
for the town.”

The matter of Bunce 
agreeing to vacate the seat 
despite winning the election 
prompted the town’s reg-
istrars to seek legal advice 
from the state.

“We need it to be a cor-
rectly run primary and a 
correctly run election in 
November,” said Keilty.

As of Sept. 1, no response 
had been received. 

The registrars will be in 
Town Hall on Monday, Sept. 
11, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
the deadline to register to 
vote in the primary.

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Lawn signs have popped up in North Canaan ahead of the Sept. 12 Bunce vs. Whiting Republican primary.
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Housatonic
Heritage Walks

2023
Celebrate our heritage through 

hiking & walking, biking, & canoeing

www.heritage-hikes.org

Enjoy more than 80 FREE 
guided adventures 

on five autumn weekends
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22  &&  33
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99  &&  1100  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1166  &&  1177
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2233  &&  2244  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  3300  &&  OOccttoobbeerr  11
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By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN —
With a new name, aesthetic, 
and menu, the team at Nu-
trition on Railroad has re-
branded to become Home-
grown Cafe.

At the grand opening on 
Saturday, Sept. 2, a steady 
stream of curious customers 
lined up for a wide variety 
of local fare. Building on the 
popularity of smoothies, teas, 
and acai bowls that Nutrition 
on Railroad customers crave, 
Owners Cassidy Pelletier and 
Kelly Wolfe made the deci-
sion to add more solid foods 
to the menu.

“Bagels are from Great 
Barrington Bagel... every-
one’s really excited to have 
that in town. We have our 
toasts and hot oatmeal now,” 
said Pelletier. 

A sweet selection of baked 
goods lined the countertop, 
with a range of options from 
Freund’s Farm Market as well 
as homemade cookies and 

Choosing local at Homegrown Cafe grand opening

muffins.
Homegrown Cafe added 

coffee to the menu too, with 
fresh beans from Barrington 
Coffee Roasting Company, 
along with nitro and cold 
brew from 4Jacks Nitro Cold 
Brew in New York. Self-serve 
cold brew taps were installed 
near the entrance for a quick 
fix to those on the go.

“We were always turning 
away people looking for cof-
fee, so that’s something we 
wanted to be able to offer,” 
said Pelletier. 

The next-door space that 
was previously KayCee & 
Co. Gift Boutique was trans-
formed into Homegrown 
Cafe’s dining area, creating 
a bright and cozy setting for 

guests to unwind and enjoy 
their orders.

“We were able to add a 
place for seating. There’s no 
other place to go and sit and 
be able to work on your com-
puter [in North Canaan],” 

Self-serve cold brew is on tap at Homegrown Cafe. Co-owner Cassidy Pelletier 
handed guests cups with ice to be filled at the coffee station with all the fixings.

LAKEVILLE — Smoke caused by 
maintenance work forced the evacua-
tion of the main building on the campus 
of The Hotchkiss School in Lakeville on 
Thursday morning, Aug. 31.

The Lakeville Hose Company re-
sponded. No injuries were reported from 
the incident.

Hope Cobera, Chief Communica-
tions Officer for the school, said that 
smoke detectors went off at about 8:30 
a.m. in the art wing of the main building 
on campus.

Smoke evacuates Hotchkiss main building

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Fresh bagel sandwiches and loaded toasts are among 
the new items on the menu at Homegrown Cafe.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

NORTH CANAAN  — 
Dave McCunn arrived at 
Beckley Furnace in the East 
Canaan section of North Ca-
naan a little before 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 2, to set up 
for visitors to Connecticuts 
only combination industrial 
monument and state park.

Friends of Beckley Fur-
nace president Dick Paddock 
showed up a few minutes lat-
er, and the two got the exhib-
its out on the picnic table and 
got settled under the umbrel-
la, out of the sun.

The Friends have guides 
present on Saturdays all sum-
mer. The Sept. 2 iteration was 
a little different, in that walk-
ing tours of Beckley Furnace 
were listed as a Housatonic 
Heritage walk. 

Thus the Friends had their 
own pamphlets available, 
plus a handy guide to the 
Housatonic Heritage walks, 
which are in numerous lo-
cations in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts on weekends 
through Sunday, Oct. 1.

Paddock said that the 
Friends can never tell how 
many people will show up, 
or why.

“Last week we had twen-
ty-something,” he said.

Several cars with New Jer-
sey plates maneuvered down 
the narrow drive from Lower 
Road, but instead of stopping 
continued over the bridge, 
where there is a slag heap, 
a trail head and two private 
drives.

Paddock and McCunn 
were bemused as the cars 
reappeared after a couple 
minutes and drove right back 
out again.

A couple hours later Geoff 
Brown had relieved Mc-
Cunn, and he and Paddock 
were visiting with one of the 
furnace’s neighbors.

A couple of women got 
out of a car with Massachu-
setts plates and approached 

Beckley Furnace shares rich heritage

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Dick Paddock and Dave McCunn were ready at Beckley 
Furnace to guide visitors to Connecticut’s only com-
bination industrial monument and state park. Below, 
an artifact from Beckley Furnace on display.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — A 
group art show, “This Must 
Be the Place: Artists’ Impres-
sions of Home,’” opened with 
a reception at the David M. 
Hunt Library in Falls Village 
Saturday, Sept. 2.

Featured are several fa-
miliar, local names: Robert 
Cronin, Erika Crofut, Shaari 
Horowitz, John Hodgson, 
and Terre Lefferts, to name 
a few.

Media include paintings, 
photos, ceramics, collages, 
mixed-media and video.

Group art show opens at Hunt Library

the table.
Paddock asked if they 

were looking for a Housaton-
ic Heritage walk. They said 
no, and Paddock seized the 
opportunity to supply them 
with the relevant pamphlet 
and to talk up the walks.

Rebecca Bloomfield’s vid-
eo, “Home Alone: Quaran-
tine Self-Portraits,” attract-
ed a lot of attention, as did 
Garth Kobal’s video “House 
of Worship: Congregational 
March.”

The show runs through 
Sept. 22.

said Pelletier.
At the grand opening, 

customers tried out Home-
grown Cafe’s new menu op-
tions while still enjoying the 
old favorites that regulars 
have grown to love.

“I can’t wait for this berry 
smoothie,” remarked an ea-
ger guest while watching the 
blender mix up a cold treat.

Homegrown Cafe is open 
weekdays 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
weekends 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In an email Friday morning, Sept. 1, 
Obera said there was no fire.

“Maintenance being conducted on the 
roof yesterday generated smoke that was 
pulled into the building by the air intake 
system, triggering the fire alarm. There 
was no danger to community members.”

There were no students on campus 
during Thursday’s alarm, although Co-
bera said the first group of students, 
proctors and varsity athletes, were due 
to arrive that day.

— Patrick L. Sullivan

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

First Selectman Henry Todd shared a laugh with Rika and Sara Laser, as the latter 
two kept their eyes peeled for potential art buyers.
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Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone. 

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Worship Services
Week of September 10, 2023

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
Misa en español a las 4 de la tarde

el último domingo de mes
The Revs. Heidi Truax & Felix Rivera

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

The next meeting will be
Sunday, September 10 at 10:30 a.m.

It Feels Like the Only Certainty  
in Life is Change

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
North Cornwall Meeting House

115 Town Street, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On The Green

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
Childrens Camp | Shabbat Services 

Hebrew School | Cteen | YJP
Judaism With A Smile!

chabadNW.org
860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certified Technician
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ANCRAM — James Ed-
ward Storm was born Feb. 12, 
1944, in Welland, Ontario, 
Canada, and died at his home 
in Houston, Texas, after a 
brief illness.

As an entrepreneur, men-
tor, leader, consultant and 
engineer, Jim was renowned 
for restructuring utilities 
world-wide.

He attended the Univer-
sity of Waterloo, Kitchener, 
Ontario, where he received 
a Bachelor of Science and 
Masters of Science in Engi-
neering, followed with post- 
graduate work at Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia.

Jim began his career with 
IBM in 1968 and invented 
the first crypto card. He then 
worked with private equity 
firms until he started his own 
company, Nuada Systems 
Inc., in 1996.  

Jim was a role model and 
inspiration to thousands of 
colleagues in Malaysia, India, 
Vienna, the United Kingdom, 
Japan, Singapore, China and 
North America. His pursuit 
of excellence and knowledge 
was always punctuated with 
kindness and compassion.

As an expert in SAP Solu-
tions, Jim transformed and 
streamlined utility compa-
nies for almost 30 years.

Jim is survived by his be-
loved wife of 27 years, Alice 
Axenfield, his sister Melanie 
(Brian) MacNamara, neph-
ews: JP Brichta (Jessica), Ed 
Mamede (Colleen), Adam 

Kowalczyk (Shelly), Gabri-
el Mamede, and cousins: 
Marilyn (Rick) Prange, Ken 
(Jill) Thomas and Sharon 
(Bob) Ireland. Stepdaugh-
ter Stephanie (Rich) Keller 
and granddaughters: Sydney 
Rose Keller and Julia Alice 
Maria Keller.

A man of many talents, 
Jim lovingly designed the 
Gypsy Wagon created for 
Alice on their Ancram, New 
York, property. He built a 
custom potting shed and 
constructed the third floor 
office of their home.

Jim’s forthcoming young 
adult novel, “Planet Celeste,” 
will be published November, 
2023.

Jim loved the jazz piano, 
literary fiction and the Met-
ropolitan Opera where he 
and Alice were patrons for 
many years. He was an avid 
golfer and baseball enthusi-
ast. Jim and Alice visited ev-
ery continent and had many 
loving friends and acquain-
tances from their travels.

Jim will be remembered 
for his beautiful smile, hu-
mor and charming stories of 
his beloved Bengal cat, Lily. 

He is sorely missed by 
Skye, Suki and Henry. 

Jim was interred at Smith-
field Cemetery, Amenia, New 
York, on Aug. 20, 2023.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in loving 
memory to: The Livestock 
Conservancy Home — The 
Livestock Conservancy.

The Kent Republican Town 
Committee dropped off 24 back-
packs including the essentials 
such as notebooks, pencils and 
folders for the start of school on 
Monday, Aug. 28 at Kent Center 
School. Seen here with a selec-
tion of supplies are Ed Matson, 
Lynn Harrington and Joe Agli.

PHOTO BY JOHN GRANT 

The Northwest CT Com-
munity Foundation (NCCF) 
has allocated a minimum of 
$60,000 to distribute to pub-
lic charities and faith-based 
organizations in its 20-town 
service area for year-end crit-
ical needs grants. 

Grants are made possible 
through the Northwest CT 
Community Foundation 
Draper Foundation Fund 
and the Northwest CT Com-
munity Foundation Marion 
Wm. & Alice Edwards Fund, 
as well as through the gener-
osity of local donors.

NCCF is accepting appli-
cations for year-end critical 
needs grants for local orga-
nizations serving some of the 
area’s most economically dis-
tressed residents and provid-
ing the most basic of neces-
sities—food, warm clothing, 
fuel and shelter.

Organizations that pro-

Year-end critical needs 
grants applications open

vide critical human services 
can apply for grants online at 
www.yournccf.org/apply. Se-
lect Year-End Critical Needs 
Grants.

Applications are due by 
Oct. 15, 2023. Grants will 
be awarded the first week of 
December 2023.

The towns in the foun-
dation’s service area are: 
Barkhamsted, Bethlehem, 
Canaan (Falls Village), 
Colebrook, Cornwall, Gos-
hen, Hartland, Harwinton, 
Kent, Litchfield, Morris, New 
Hartford, Norfolk, North 
Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon, 
Torrington, Warren, Wash-
ington, and Winsted.

Established in 1969, the 
Northwest CT Community 
Foundation serves 20 towns 
in Northwest Connecticut. 
Last year, combined grants 
and scholarships totaled in 
excess of $5 million.

William James Morehouse
SHARON — William 

James Morehouse, “Billy”, 
59, passed away 
Aug. 20, 2023. Billy 
was born Sept. 21, 
1963, in Sharon,  
the son of James 
and Avis More-
house. 

Billy was a man 
of many talents 
which led him to 
audio engineer-
ing school and to 
owning his own landscap-
ing company. His keen eye 
for detail and aesthetic acu-
men eventually landed him 
a successful construction 
business. 

Billy is survived by his 
four children; sons Dylan, 

William Jr., and 
Lyndon, and his 
daughter Eliz-
abeth, all with 
whom he had with 
Debra Vall, along 
with his two sis-
ters, Kathleen and 
Diane, his father 
Jim, and his grand-
son Odin. 

He is prede-
ceased by his two brothers, 
Peder and Gary, and his 
mother, Avis. 

Billy was always able to 
put a smile on your face, 
whether you liked it or not.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Lou Bucceri explained how the heavily wooded area 
north of the Great Falls and the dam on the Housatonic 
River was a thriving industrial area in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — On Sun-
day, Sept. 3, Lou Bucceri of 
the Salisbury Association 
Historical Society led a group 
of curious participants up-
stream from the dam on 
the Housatonic River into a 
heavily wooded area that was 
once the site of a sprawling 
industrial complex.

The trip to see what re-
mains of the Horatio Ames 
iron works was part of the 
Housatonic Heritage series 
of walks in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts on weekends 
through Oct. 1.

Ames was the son of a 
successful industrial family 
in eastern Massachusetts. 
They made shovels, primar-
ily.

Young Ames had been 
less than stellar in his own 
business endeavors. Together 
with similarly-situated sons 
of two other Massachusetts 
industrial families, they 
bought property along the 
river in what became known 
as the Amesville section of 
Salisbury for Horatio to es-
tablish an iron works in 1832. 
By 1835 only Ames remained 
of the original three.

As the group made their 

Exploring Amesville’s past and present

way along the trail, Bucceri 
pointed out a small lagoon 
to the west.

A blue heron was checking 
out the vegetation-choked 
water. Bucceri said the la-
goon is the site of where the 
Housatonic Railroad, which 
bought the site when Ames 
went out of business, had 
their roundtable for turning 

railroad cars and engines 
around.

Bucceri painted a vivid 
picture of a busy, noisy, and 

smoky industrial area that 
has been reclaimed by na-
ture.

Back at the picnic table 
by the boat launch, Bucceri 
detailed how Ames had tre-
mendous success at first with 
railroad locomotive wheels 
and innovations in iron pro-
duction.

But the depression of 1857 
was hard on American rail-
roads, and in turn on Ames. 
Production fell 90%.

Ames tried to get into the 
munitions supply business 
when the Civil War began. 
After a couple of false starts 
and amid the strong sugges-
tion of skulduggery in fed-
eral defense appropriations, 
Ames did land a contract to 
build 15 cannons that shot 
a 125 pound projectile, the 
biggest weapon of the type in 
the world at the time.

Ames was ready to deliver 
the guns in May of 1865.

Unfortunately for him, 
the war ended in April.

“So Ames was done.”

Back-to-school 
backpacks

Rotary Club 
puts grant 
toward school 
supplies

SALISBURY — The Salis-
bury Rotary Club received 
a Rotary Foundation Dis-
trict Grant in the amount 
of $2,375.  The Rotary 
Club added an additional 
$1,187.50 to bring the total 
to $3,562.50.

 The funds were used to 
purchase backpacks and 
school supplies for students 
in Region One. 

 The members of the Salis-
bury Rotary Club are grateful 
to be able to help so many 
families in our communities.
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By Leila Hawken

SHARON — Although 
residents agree that the new-
ly installed speed humps on 
Hilltop Road are succeed-
ing in slowing the traffic, 
the Board of Selectmen 
discussed discrepancies be-
tween their design and exe-
cution at its regular meeting 
on Tuesday, Aug. 22.

“There are lots of happy 
people, and lots of upset 
people,” said First Selectman 
Brent Colley of public reac-
tion when the speed-slowing 
humps were first installed 
by R and R Construction. 
He noted that the required 
road painting had been ac-
complished during overnight 
hours, so there had been no 
need to close the road.

Allowing time for resi-
dents to become accustomed 
to the humps, the selectmen 
voted unanimously to initi-
ate a six-month moratorium 
on accepting requests from 
residents along other town 
roads who may want humps 
installed.

“It’s been effective to some 
extent,” Colley said, indicat-
ing that it may be possible to 
alter the height of the Hilltop 
Road humps to make them 
less severe.

Selectman Dale Jones 
agreed, looking for “more of 
a ramp, less of a hump.”

“It should be possible to 
negotiate the humps at the 
speed limit,” said selectman 
Casey Flanagan, noting that 
the Hilltop Road humps are 
seen as an experiment. “It’s a 
test,” he said, adding that he 
wants to observe how plows, 
ambulances and firetrucks 
handle them.

Speed humps get 
mixed reviews

In discussing the instal-
lation, most agreed that 
the humps do not precisely 
conform to the plan draw-
ings, having shorter inclines 
on either side and being of 
varying heights. 

“They did not follow the 
plan,” said Hilltop Road resi-
dent John Hecht, noting that 
the approaches were to be 
more gradual.

“They need to conform to 
the plans,” said resident Jill 
Drew. “But they are working,” 
she added.

Flanagan suggested that a 
traffic survey be taken after 
Sharon Center School opens 
this fall.

Comcast update
Comcast’s project to bring 

town-wide high-speed inter-
net access is proceeding, re-
ported Drew. co-chair of the 
Sharon Connect Task Force.
While awaiting pole access 
permissions, Comcast began 
with the underground instal-
lation of lines, sometimes 
slowed by encountering rock.

Joining in the report-
ing, Matt Skane, Comcast’s 
Manager of Government and 
Regulatory Affairs, praised 
the collaborative cooperation 
of the task force.

“It’s been great working 
with Jill [Drew], Meghan 
[Flanagan], co-chairman, 
and Nikki [Blass], the town’s 
contract coordinator,” Skane 
said, giving rise to a discus-
sion among the selectmen of 
lessons that Sharon’s experi-
ence might provide to other 
communities undertaking 
similar projects.

“The answer lies in regu-
lar public meetings and per-
sistence in cutting through 
roadblocks,” said Jones.

By Leila Hawken

KENT — Responsive to 
residents’ comments heard 
during two public informa-
tion sessions, the Board of 
Selectmen voted unanimous-
ly at a special meeting on 
Wednesday, Aug. 30, to ask 
the contractor to incorpo-
rate adjustments into plans 
for Phase Two of the town’s 
Streetscape project.

Phase Two involves the 
area south and east of the 
Memorial monument, now 
that sidewalk construction 
work is completed for the 
area extending north and 
west from the monument.

First Selectman Jean 
Speck said that contractor 
SLR Construction has pro-
vided an estimate of $14,595 
in additional costs within the 
design phase to accommo-
date residents’ suggestions 
that sidewalks be extend-
ed even further southward 
along Maple Street to allow 
for safe pedestrian access to 
the seasonal farmers’ market 
at the pocket park. Also un-
der consideration are cross-
walks and Lane Street side-
walks combining to create 
easier access to Land Trust 
acreage.

“We need to spend a bit 
of money to have SLR cre-
ate drawings so residents 
can understand the visual 
impact along Maple Street,” 
Speck said.  A site walk with 
town officials and SLR rep-

Kent selectmen okay 
additional Streetscape 
design work

resentatives will be sched-
uled, Speck added, giving 
residents an opportunity to 
see firsthand what is being 
planned including the rout-
ing of drainage along Maple 
and Lane Streets. Residents 
will be notified of the date 
in advance of the site walk.

The town’s Land Use Ad-
ministrator Donna Hayes of-
fered a clarifying comment, 
noting that the town does 
not yet know the construc-
tion cost of the entire proj-
ect. The additional funding 
approved is still within the 
design phase that occurs in 
advance of construction es-
timates.

The Swift House Task 
Force has moved ahead in the 
selection of an architect to 
provide a needs assessment 
for the historic property in 
the town center. 

The selectmen voted 
unanimously to sign a con-
tract with Silver Petrucelli 
and Associates of Hamden, 
Conn. to develop plans for 
renovations to bring the Swift 
House into ADA-compli-
ance. The renovations would 
allow for public use of the 
property.

Zanne Charity, task force 
chairman, expressed concern 
that time had passed since 
the architect submitted a 
cost proposal of $13,900 for 
the assessment, leading the 
selectmen to approve an ex-
penditure of up to $15,000 to 
be budgeted.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — 
Tracey Wilson has resigned 
as Transfer Station Coor-
dinator, and at the Aug. 14 
meeting of the Board of Se-
lectmen in Falls Village Peter 
Roussis was appointed to re-
place her, with a three month 
probationary period and the 
same pay as Wilson.

Kent Allyn resigned  as an 
alternate on the Housatonic 
River Commission and Matt 
Gallagher was appointed to 
fill Allyn’s term which ends 
on Dec. 31, 2023. 

The selectmen accepted 
the resignation of Thomas 
Wilson from the Recreation 

Three appointees named to 
fill roles in Falls Village

Commission: and appointed 
Lauren Killawee to complete 
Thomas Wilson’s term, which 
ends on Dec.1, 2023.

The selectmen approved 
a motion to hire either Chip 
Roraback or  Emily Vail to 
represent the Town of Ca-
naan in the potential sale of 
the former firehouse at 35 
Railroad Street. 

The selectmen have signed 
a Conditional Commitment 
to Lend from the state De-
partment of Transportation 
for $367,200 toward the 
Cobble Road bridge project. 
There is no commitment on 
the town’s part and the se-
lectmen are still pursuing 
additional funding.

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

By Maud Doyle

SALISBURY — The Salis-
bury Association announced 
on Wednesday, Sept. 6, a 
contract has been signed to 
purchase 14 acres of land in 
the Salmon Kill Valley and 
bring it under the protection 
of the Salisbury Land Trust.

This acquisition, which 
is made up of acreage sold 
by Ann and Stephen Tor-
rey and by Jim and Melin-
da Belter, will connect two 
existing conservation ease-
ments to form 394 acres of 
contiguous conserved land 
in the Salmon Kill Valley. 
The new parcel will add to 
more than 3,900 acres of 
land already protected by the 
Salisbury Association Land 
Trust (SALT), a standing 
committee of the Salisbury 
Association, through con-
servation easements and 
owned preserves.

The Land Trust has been 
working to bring the Salmon 
Kill Valley under its protec-

Preserving Salmon Kill Valley

tion for decades to “preserve 
the rural character” of the 
town, said John Landon, co-
chair of the Salisbury Land 
Trust and its head of acqui-
sitions.

The discussion between 
the sellers and SALT over 
this particular parcel had 
spanned eight years, said 
Allen Cockerline, owner of 
Whippoorwill Farm in the 

Salmon Kill Valley’s basin.
Cockerline and his neigh-

bor, Alexandra Lange, were 
instrumental in raising 
$300,000 in pledges from 
their neighbors in the valley, 
enabling the Salisbury As-
sociation to commit its own 
resources ($250,000) to the 
purchase.

The Trust is turning to the 
rest of the local community 
to fund the rest of the pur-
chase. Lead donors are offer-
ing to match up to $80,000 
for further donations, and 
the Trust is calling for “ev-
eryone to help shape the fu-
ture of the Valley, preserve its 
rural character, and protect 
the ecology of the area.”

“We are happy to to ac-
cept any donation that some-
one gives,” said Landon, 
“We’re hoping that people 
will stretch, and give more 
than they usually would.”

Landon compared the 
Salmon Kill basin acquisi-
tion to the Land Trust’s 2010 
purchase of Tory Hill on the 
Sharon/Salisbury town line, 
which preserved views from 
Route 41 and Long Pond 
Road, and which was also 
funded by community do-
nations.

“There’s a lot of conserved 
land in town that people nev-
er even see, in the woods, 

on a mountaintop,” said 
Cockerline, who was board 
member at the Trust until 
2019. “This is one piece [of 
land] that everyone can see, 
whether they’re riding a bi-
cycle or running or walking 
or driving in their car—it’s 
accessible to everyone.”

The other principle objec-
tive of preserving the Salmon 
Kill Valley, said Landon, is 
the preservation of small-
scale farming in Salisbury.

The property is being 
farmed as part of Whippoor-
will Farm by Cockerline and 
his wife Robin. Cockerline 
estimated that he has been 
cultivating those fields for 38 
years, and expects operations 
to continue as before under 
the new ownership.

“I spent a lot of time go-
ing over every inch of that 
field,” said Cockerline. “It’s 
one of the loveliest pieces. It 
gives [the valley] its charac-
ter, just the way it rolls—it’s 
beautiful.”

The Salmon Kill basin 
provides habitat to several 
species “of concern” accord-
ing to the Department of 
Energy and Environmental 
Protection, including the 
wood turtle and American 
kestrel.

The Association plans 
to restore and maintain the 
creek frontage in the new 
purchase by removing in-
vasive plants and replacing 
them with native shrubs, 
trees, and perennials, but 
doesn’t expect that much 
conservation work will be 
needed. A five-year resto-
ration of the Salmon Kill 
was undertaken by Trout 
Unlimited, a national habitat 
conservation organization, 
in 2013, as part of the state’s 
ongoing restoration of the 
Housatonic River Basin.

“I’m glad it’ll be there,” 
said Cockerline. “I’ll be here 
hopefully for a while, and it’ll 
be there quite a bit longer.”

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Newly protected land in the Salmon Kill Valley.
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By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE — 
A new face will be on the 
sideline of Mountaineer 
home games this year.

In a push to enhance 
athlete health and fit-
ness, Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School 
has hired a new athletic 
trainer.

Erica Russell is set to 
begin in the role on Oct. 
1. Russell joins HVRHS 
with over a decade of ex-
perience in the field.

“This will be my 14th 
year as an athletic trainer,” 
she said in a conversation 
with The Lakeville Journal 
on Aug. 30.

Athletic trainers spe-
cialize in prevention, as-
sessment, treatment, and 
rehabilitation of injuries 
and medical conditions 
related to physical activ-
ity and sports. They work 
with students, coaches, 
and other staff to ensure 
the safety and well-being 
of student-athletes.

“We’re there as the 
first responder if some-
one does get hurt during 
a practice or game. We are 
also there for prevention, 
taking a look at any kind 
of hazards that might be 
out in the field or on the 
court,” she said.

Russell said ankle 
sprains are generally the 
most common injury in 
high school sports, along 
with muscle soreness and 
concussions.

“Surprisingly cheer-
leaders suffer a large 
number of concussions. 

HVRHS hires new 
athletic trainer

People don’t realize that,” 
she said.

Originally from Beth-
lehem, Connecticut, Rus-
sell’s career has taken her 
to New York, Virginia, 
and Massachusetts. She 
recalled fond memories of 
growing up in the North-
west corner.

“I love the area. It’s a 
beautiful area. I remember 
driving by all the time go-
ing to Lime Rock growing 
up,” she said.

Russell will be on the 
sideline for HVRHS home 
games and said she looks 
forward to working close-
ly with the teams.

“You can’t necessarily 
stop people from getting 
hurt, but we hope to have 
a successful year with very 
few injuries.”

Athletic Director Anne 
MacNeil said the HVRHS 
teams are looking forward 
to having the support of 
such an experienced pro-
fessional available.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Erica Russell joins 
HVRHS with over a 
decade of experience 
as an athletic trainer. 

By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN - 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School’s golf team host-
ed Wamogo High School for 
a varsity match on Thursday, 
Aug. 31.

“How ‘bout this weather,” 
said HVRHS coach Peter 
Vermilyea just after tee time.

On a picture-perfect, 75 
and sunny day on the links, 
Wamogo won 211 to 216 
against HVRHS.

Five ranked golfers from 
each school teed off begin-
ning at 3 p.m. on Canaan 
Country Club’s nine-hole   
course. With no additional 
Wamogo players to match 

Varsity golf tees off at Canaan Country Club
up against, a foursome of 
unranked HVRHS golfers 
played behind.

Wamogo’s Ethan Payne 
and John Gilbert shot a 49, 
tying as medalists with the 
best performances of the day. 
Derek Harrison shot 51 and 
Adam Brior shot 62 for the 
Warriors.

HVRHS was led by fresh-
man Daniel Moran with a 51. 
Jonah Johnson and Jake Bo-
sio both shot 55, and Wiley 
Fails shot 57 for the Moun-
taineers.

HVRHS golf will be back 
at Canaan Country Club on 
Sept. 15 when they host Non-
newaug High School, 3 p.m. 
tee time.

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

HVRHS’ Daniel Moran led the Mountaineers by shooting 51 against Wamogo High School on Thursday, Aug. 31

HVRHS’ Wiley Fails lined up a long putt during the 
varsity golf match at Canaan Country Club.
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Hospital
Continued from Page A1

citing testimony from the 
December hearing, as well 
as supplementary materials 
provided by Save Sharon 
Hospital and others. 

Primarily, the decision to 
reject Sharon Hospital’s ap-
plication rested on concerns 
about the closure’s impact on 
the accessibility of adequate 
care for pregnant women 
in the region. OHS empha-
sized the disproportionate 
effect this closure would 
have on people of color, the 
fastest-growing demographic 
in the region, and indigent 
people (more than 48% 
of Sharon Hospital’s labor 
and delivery patients paid 
through Medicaid in 2021).

The decision stated re-
peatedly that the burden of 
proof rested with the hospi-
tal and that the hospital had 
not succeeded in providing 
adequate evidence of either 
financial or safety concerns, 
nor adequate plans for alter-
natives for women in labor 
seeking care, especially for 
high-risk and emergent de-
liveries.

Though the hospital is 
non-profit, OHS took care 
to point out that its parent, 
Nuvance Health, provides 
financial support to Sharon 
Hospital, and, having ended 
2021with a net increase in as-

sets of $242 million and $1.7 
billion in net assets, Nuvance 
is “by all accounts financially 
stable,” despite its operating 
losses at Sharon Hospital.

While there are other five 
other hospitals within an 
hour from Sharon, all able 
to accept women in labor, 
these options would require 
patients to make longer 
drives (the nearest hospital 
is Charlotte Hungerford in 
Torrington); OHS also cited 
concerns about these hospi-
tals’ higher costs and lower 
safety ratings.

Gregg Pulver (R), Chair-
man of the Dutchess County 
Legislature, said that OHS’s 
decision was responsive to 
arguments from “represen-
tatives on both sides of the 
state line.” Patients at Sharon 
Hospital are more often from 
Dutchess County than from 
the Northwest Corner.

“Access to rural health 
care here is in crisis or at 
risk across the board,” said 
State Rep. Maria Horn (D-
64). Though “it will always 
be a battle,” she said, “[We 
need] to keep this thriving 
hospital alive and vibrant and 
and helping all of us.”

Andrea Rynn, spokes-
person for Nuvance Health, 
called the decision “concern-
ing and disappointing.”

Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-CT), State Sen. Stephen 
Harding (R-30), U.S. Rep. 
Jahana Hayes (D-5), Rep. 
Horn, and State Comptrol-
ler Sean Scanlon all spoke in 
support of OHS’s preliminary 
decision at a press conference 
in Sharon Town Hall on 
Wednesday, Aug. 30.

Blumenthal called on Nu-
vance not to appeal OHS’s 
“well-reasoned, fully re-
searched decision.”

“Nuvance has an obliga-
tion to listen to its customers, 
its patients, its community,” 
said the senator. “I am hope-

ful that meetings like this one 
will convince [Nuvance] that 
it can and should do the right 
thing.”

Horn drew a contrast be-
tween the diverse, fact-based 
testimonies provided by lo-
cal healthcare professionals, 
and Nuvance’s “one single 
argument, that ‘this is just 
unsustainable,’ and ‘we can’t 
afford it.’”

Harding said, “I want to 
applaud the Office of Health 
for taking the time, not only 
with reading the testimony, 
but the whole process in gen-
eral. I think they did a great 

job of listening to all sides of 
the story.”

Hayes noted that the 
threatened closure is indica-
tive of national trends in rural 
and women’s healthcare ac-
cess. “We have seen women’s 
reproductive health attacked 
all over the country,” she said. 
“So I am excited about today, 
but also looking forward and 
committed to […] bringing 
this 20 year battle [over the 
future of Sharon Hospital] to 
an end.”

Nearly all of the speakers 
thanked the local 501(c)(3) 
Save Sharon Hospital (SSH) 

for its instrumental work in 
preventing the closure of 
Sharon Hospital’s labor and 
delivery unit by marshaling 
skilled testimony from health 
care workers.

SSH President Lydia 
Moore, who gave birth to her 
youngest daughter in Sharon 
Hospital about two months 
ago, acknowledged the com-
munity for contributing “al-
most 12,000 pages of public 
comment,” overwhelmingly 
in favor of keeping labor and 
delivery open, as critical to 
the movement’s success.

Acknowledging that Nu-
vance can still appeal the 
OHS decision, Scanlon said, 
“We’re here today to say that 
this is good news, but the 
fight to maintain access to af-
fordable, quality health care, 
especially when it comes to 
labor and delivery, is going to 
continue beyond this morn-
ing.”

As of Sept. 4, Nuvance has 
not yet announced if it will 
appeal the decision.

“As part of a nonprofit 
health system, Sharon Hos-
pital faces financial and op-
erational challenges moving 
forward,” said Rynn in a 
statement. “We will be con-
sidering all options available 
as we reassess our path for-
ward.”

PHOTO BY MAUD DOYLE 

Lydia Moore, President of Save Sharon Hospital, told her story of recently giving 
birth at Sharon Hospital at a press conference on Wednesday, Aug. 30. From Left, 
U.S. Rep Jahana Hayes (D-5), Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), Lydia Moore, 
Connecticut Comptroller Sean Scanlon, State Rep. Maria Horn (D-64), and State 
Sen. Stephen Harding (R-30). 
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Lime Rock

Doctors have been 
delivering babies for  

over 102 years at  
Sharon Hospital.
We are not going 

backwards.

Office of  
Health Strategy 

heard us!
Thank them.
OHS@ct.gov

Nuvance could  
embrace the power  

of a united 
community.

Brought to you by The Committee for Rural Reproductive Rights

5 Day Knights is a jam 
style band performing 
a mix of covers and 
originals with genres 
including bluegrass, 
folk, rock, mo-town, 
funk, blues, and jazz. 
The music creates a 
feel-good environment 
that you can’t miss!

17 Cobble Rd. 
Salisbury, CT 06068 
860-435-9851 
noblehorizons.org

To end the summer season, we will be 
enjoying live outdoor music from 

5 Day Knights
September 16th | 3:00-5:00pm

Noble
HORIZONS

This is a free family fun event! Bring your own 
chair/blanket and relish in the beauty of our 

campus. There will be light snacks, soft beverages 
and hot dogs available for purchase.

No reservation required. Fair-weather event only

Outdoor Concert Series 
on the Horizon
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By Riley Klein,  
Patrick L. Sullivan 

and Lans Christensen

LAKEVILLE — Lime 
Rock Park’s Historic Festi-
val returned for the 41st year 
on Labor Day weekend. The 
five-day extravaganza fea-
tured over 1,000 examples 
of automotive excellence.

Beginning on Thursday, 
Aug. 31, classic cars rolled 
into Lakeville for the annual 
event, with several vehicles 
reaching beyond the century 
mark.

“You’ve got a 117-year-old 
vehicle, and you know we 
have all the modern things 
as well,” said Lime Rock 
CEO Dicky Riegel. “It’s the 
lineage, the linkage between 
them that really makes it all 
so special.”

As drivers, crews, and 
collectors arrived for the 
festival, a seemingly endless 
stream of antique automo-
biles rolled into the paddock. 
Among them were 17 cars 
from Lawrence Auriana’s 
pristine collection of Euro-
pean racecars.

Several of Auriana’s vehi-
cles on display raced in La 
Mans in years past, while 
others beckoned memories 
of a bygone era of racing.

“They are absolutely pure-
bred race vehicles,” said Rie-
gel. “The Auriana collection 
is probably one of the finest 
collections of Italian racing 
machinery in the Northeast, 
if not even in the country.”

This year’s festival cele-
brated Chrysler Performance 
and 100 years of MG (a Brit-
ish automotive marque).

MG played an integral 
role in the origins of auto-
motive racing in the United 
States, as well as Lime Rock 
Park. During Lime Rock’s 
first event in April 1955, 
one of the races was an 
all-MG event, won by Skip 
Callahan in an MG-TD. In 
1959, Sherm Decker made 
his Lime Rock debut in an 
MGA Twin-Cam that re-
mains active to this day in 
vintage racing.

Chrysler concept cars 
from varying eras were on 
display in the paddock at 
Historic Festival 41, some of 
which were exceedingly rare, 
such as the 1963 Chrysler 
Turbine Car.

“I think this is one of may-
be seven that still exist,” Rie-
gel said about the turbine car. 
“[Chrysler is] bringing lots of 
their concept cars, one-of-a-
kind cars that have never all 
been together before.”

On Thursday evening, 
the turbine car fired up its 
engine, along with over 
100 other classic cars, and 
roared through the hills of 
the Northwest corner for the 
Historic Festival Parade.

The Vintage Race Car Pa-
rade left the track at 5 p.m., 
wound through Lakeville 
and Salisbury, back through 
Lakeville and over to Falls 
Village, where there was 
food, drink, music and above 
all cars — 122 of them, ac-
cording to an unofficial es-
timate.

In Falls Village, the first 
rumblings of the incoming 
vintage race cars were heard 
over the Wanda Houston 
Band playing “Mustang Sal-
ly” at about 5:45 p.m. Soon 
downtown Falls Village was 
full of cars and people.

The cars were waved in 
with checkered flags by stilt 
walkers Liam Murphy, So-
phie Allen and Lelia Wash-
burn.

The Chrysler Turbine, was 
parked in front of the Falls 
Village Inn and had a steady 
stream of curious auto fans 
snapping photos. 

Supplying the crowd with 
victuals were the Inn, Great 

Vintage vehicles shine in weekend festival

Falls Brewing Company, Pe-
ter Doda’s Ice Cream and the 
Great Cape Baking Compa-
ny.

The Falls Village consta-
bles were extremely efficient 
in getting the parade cars 
parked.

The band played several 
numbers with automotive 
themes, including “Route 
66” and “Pink Cadillac” be-
fore changing into a railroad 
mode, starting with “Choo 
Choo Ch’ Boogie.”

On-track action at Lime 
Rock Park there were three 
featured racing groups: MG, 
Formula Junior, and Sport 
2000. Up to 40 cars took to 
Lime Rock’s 1.5-mile loop 
at a time to pump some oil 
through the old engines. 

These three diverse groups 
shared a common thread:  
they were all relatively in-
expensive ways to go racing. 
Formula Junior and Sports 
2000 used affordable produc-
tion engines, and MGs were 
a readily available as popular, 
two seater sports car. 

Historic Festival 41 set 
new records for attendance 
as roughly 270 vintage cars 
registered to race over the 

weekend. In age alone, en-
tries ranged from a 1929 
Stutz and a 1927 Bugatti, 
to a 2000 Van Diemen For-
mula Ford. The marques 
represented ran from A to 
Z; every familiar name of 
course, but also rare names 
like Stanguellini, Turner, 
Ginetta, and Lester

On Sunday, about 1,000 
classic cars filled the track 
and marquee for Sunday in 
the Park.

The hillside was overflow-
ing with enthusiastic specta-
tors,  the track was packed 
with Sunday’s crowds, and 
the cars shined brilliantly 
beneath a clear, blue sky.

“There’s no other venue 
like this that has the com-
bination of racing, we have 
a concours on the main 
straight, and we have this 
extraordinary parking area 
around,” said Lowell Pad-
dock, co-director of Historic 
Festival 41.

From suiting up for race 
day, to meandering through 
collections of classic cars, to 
watching the parade float by 
from a front porch, Historic 
Festival 41 catered to all lev-
els of car lovers. 

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

At Sunday in the Park, 17 pristine examples of au-
tomotive excellence were on display from Lawrence 
Auriana’s collection of European racecars.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Chrysler concept vehicles rolled into Falls Village during the Aug. 31 car parade. 
The turbine car turned heads and had a steady stream of curious auto fans nearby.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

At the end of the 17-mile parade, stilt walkers with 
checkered flags waved classic cars into Falls Village.

PHOTOS BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Above, a pack of Formula Juniors cruise down the straight 
during Saturday racing. Below, large crowds and about 
1,000 automobiles filled the track for Sunday in the Park.
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The baton has been passed!

Meet our new President & CEO–
Maura A. Malo

With 30 years of experience and 20 years as 
a member of our bank family, Maura became
President and CEO on September 2. She 
succeeds retired President Steve Reilly. 
We are grateful for all that Maura has 
contributed to the bank in her previous 
positions, and look forward to her leadership 
in her new role.
Congratulations, Maura!

Maura has served as Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Chief
Risk Officer and Internal Auditor. She was an FDIC Bank Examiner from 1993-
2003 before she joined Litchfield Bancorp – A Division of Northwest Community
Bank. She holds an MBA from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and a BS from 
Western New England University. She is a graduate of the National School of
Banking, and has received the New Leaders in Banking Award from the 
Connecticut Bankers Association. She also is an active community volunteer 
in several organizations.

litchfieldbancorp.com   |   nwcommunitybank.com   |   collinsvillebank.com

326 Main Street, Lakeville, 860-435-9828
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Squad Chief Jacquie Rice, Rescue Chief Josh Allyn, and Barrett Prinz, one of the 
newest members of the team, talk business at the SVAS headquarters on Under 
Mountain Road.

SVAS
Continued from Page A1

who know you, who know 
the area, I think you get a 
better level of care.

“And we want to carry on 
that tradition, because that’s 
the kind of community we’re 
trying to live in and build 
here.”
Decreasing Volunteerism

New volunteers are get-
ting harder to find, however. 
Small-town cultures of vol-
unteerism have weakened na-
tionally, and in the Northwest 
Corner, traditionally volun-
teer services have been forced 
to switch to at least part-paid 
staff models in recent years. 

In North Ca-
naan, emergen-
cy medical ser-
vices are now a 
line item in the 
town budget, 
and the volun-
teer ambulance 
is filled out with 
paid staff, full 
time paramed-
ics, and at times, 
some contractors.

Thanks to the gifts of local 
patrons, said Salisbury am-
bulance squad chief Jacquie 
Rice, SVAS is well-funded 
and well-equipped. But the 
squad is aging—members 
who still regularly take calls 
are celebrating 25, 30, even 
45 years with the squad. The 
majority of squad members 
are in their 60s and 70s, and 
even with high-school and 
college students volunteer-
ing to drive the ambulances, 
squad members’ average age 
still hovers around 58

“We’re looking for volun-
teers who are—perhaps a lit-
tle less than 58,” Rice laughed.

After 30, 40 years on 

the squad, said Bob Rin-
ninsland—who, along with 
his wife Rhonda, has himself 
served on the squad for 17 
years—some members who 
want to retire are still hold-
ing off, in part because “they 
don’t want to leave the orga-
nization in the lurch.”

“I’m 73 now and still a 
fairly active EMT,” he said. 
“And at the end of this year 
I’ll re-cert for another two 
years. And then”—he shiv-
ered—“I’ll be 76. The ques-
tion is, what do you do then?” 

Rice joined the squad in 
1978, as soon as she turned 

18; even when 
she was living 
and teaching in 
California, she 
said, she would 
volunteer when 
she returned for 
a month or two 
in the summer.

“S a l i s b u r y 
has always been 
a huge volunteer 

community,” said Rice. “Both 
of my parents were very ac-
tive in the community. They 
taught us that we should 
give back by volunteering 
in town—in whatever town 
we lived in.” But times have 
changed, she said.

“Maybe people didn’t 
have as many commitments 
as they do now,” said Rice. 
Everything, she observed—
work, school, even parent-
ing—seems to take more 
time. Also, she said, “homes 
in Salisbury used to be much 
more affordable, which 
meant that more people 
lived here full time. Maybe 
that gave us a greater sense 
of community.”

There are many reasons 
for the national decrease in 
volunteerism. But in Salis-
bury, the cultural shift is 
exacerbated by demograph-
ics: in terms of resident age, 
Salisbury is one of the oldest 
towns in Connecticut (the 
average age in Salisbury was 
57.1 years in 2021); hous-
ing prices prevent young 
people, particularly those 
young enough to not yet be 
time-burdened by young 
families, from moving to the 
town; the high occurrence 
of second homes means that 
many able-bodied residents 
do their volunteering else-
where.

Meanwhile, as Salisbury’s 
population ages, the number 
of emergency calls received 
by SVAS—many of which are 
related to seniors’ falls—are 
only increasing.

The influx of new resi-
dents from other, less ru-
ral regions also means that 
there’s a lack of awareness 
around the community’s 
need for service. People 
who have moved to Salis-
bury from, say, New York 
City, where they are used to 
having paid services, might 
not understand the extent to 
which Salisbury—from the 
town government to emer-
gency services to ecological 
conservation to affordable 
housing—runs on volun-
teerism.

“Here we have this old 
New England, you know, 
Connecticut Yankee volun-
teerism,” said Rinninsland. 
“So there’s a transition phase 
that we’re going through. 
People who are new to the 
area in the last 3 to 5 years—

they have to realize that up 
here, you do a little bit more 
volunteering.”

“Many of the town volun-
teer services have, like they 
could benefit from the next 
generation taking the reins,” 
said Holly Leibrock, a real 
estate agent and the mother 
of two teens, who began vol-
unteering with the squad as a 
driver in spring 2022. Among 
her peers, Leibrock said, “I’ve 
noticed that there’s a hesitan-
cy to commit to something 
that they can’t fulfill—it’s a 
generation that 
wants to excel 
in whatever they 
do.”

Her expe-
rience on the 
squad, however, 
has tempered 
some of that in-
stinct, she said. 
“The environ-
ment debunks 
that mentali-
ty. Everyone comes from a 
different background, and 
everyone brings something 
different to the table. If you’re 
committed to offering what 
you can, I think that’s what 
makes a difference.”

Volunteering for SVAS
As a board member, said 

Barrie Prinz, “I’d sit in on 
these meetings listening to 
the need of the community 
and the need of the squad, 
and finally I just thought, 
‘Well, I’m a person. I could 
do this.’” She worried at first 
about having enough time to 
fit in another commitment.

“I have a full time job”—
Prinz is a lawyer—“I have 
three children in high school 
this year, and I have aging 
parents. You know, we are all 
overly busy. But the truth is, if 
I really look at my schedule, I 
make time for the things that 

are important to me.
“If somebody had said to 

me, you need to do this 24 
hours a day, once a week, I 
would have been like, No 
way, absolutely not. But do I 
have time to be on call from 
6 to 12 p.m.? A couple nights 
a month? Yeah, I’ve got time 
to do that.”

SVAS has no minimum 
requirement for how much 
time a volunteer needs to give 
to be a squad member—the 
schedules are made to work 
within volunteers’ full lives. 

Leibrock and 
her elder daugh-
ter, Mackenzie 
Casey, took the 
EMR course 
together in fall 
2022; Leibrock 
qualified as an 
EMT this past 
spring.

“It was a 
whole family en-
deavor,” Leibrock 

said. “Hadley”—Leibrock’s 
younger daughter—“even 
learned a bit because she 
would quiz us as we were 
preparing for the tests.”

Leibrock has also been 
impressed by watching Ca-
sey, now 18, grow and explore 
her own interests through her 
work with the squad (she is 
studying conservation biolo-
gy at Amherst, and pursuing 
her wilderness rescue certifi-
cation with SVAS). 

“Mackenzie sees herself as 
a member of the communi-
ty, and not just a kid living 
here,” said Leibrock. “She is 
she really has taken on more 
of a a leadership role—and 
recognizes the importance of 
being part of the community.”

At first, said Prinz, she 
also hesitated to join “be-
cause I was afraid that all of 
a sudden, on like 60 hours 

training, like somebody’s 
life would be placed in my 
hands. But that is not the way 
the squad works. The squad 
works in teams.

“You are empowered to 
treat people up to the level of 
your training, and no more,” 
said Prinz. “You are part of a 
system, which includes EMTs 
who have a greater level of 
training; on certain calls, 
there will also be paramed-
ics who have an even greater 
level of training.”

Longtime squad mem-
bers, Prinz said, “brought me 
into the fold in a the warm-
est, most welcoming way, and 
are so willing to share their 
knowledge. I’m trying to ap-
proach it as, ‘I’m new and I’m 
here to learn.’

“And I love learning new 
things, I love the training,” 
said Prinz, “but I really enjoy 
the direct patient contact.” A 
couple of weeks ago, Prinz 
responded to a two car acci-
dent, after which one of the 
riders had to be transferred 
to the hospital. “I took her 
vitals, made sure we were ad-
dressing what she was feeling 
physically, there was an EMT 
back there with me who was 
doing a bunch of things. 

“But what she really need-
ed was for somebody to hold 
her hand and talk to her and 
tell her she was going to be 
okay. To be that person for 
somebody in your commu-
nity—it has such a direct and 
profound impact. It’s a great 
way to serve.”

EMR course offered at 
SVAS in Salisbury will begin 
September 11; it runs from 
6:00 to 9:30pm on Mondays 
and Wednesdays through the 
fall. To sign up or learn more 
reach out to Barrett Prinz at 
646-263-0568 or prinzbar-
rett@gmail.com

Coston
Continued from Page A1

proach  in an E&P tribute to 
him  writing, “Working with 
John has been an inspiring 
experience. His enthusiasm 
for ‘doing the news,’ his ap-
preciation of local journalism 
— what it means and why it 
is so important — and his 
thoughtful mentoring of 
our most junior reporters as 
well as our long-timers has 
galvanized us all to do our 
best work!”

The papers were also rec-
ognized in June when Digital 
Media Producer and recent-
ly named Managing Editor 
Riley Klein was honored by 
the magazine as a “Shooting 
Star.”

Coston’s  E&P  recogni-
tion  is especially appropriate 
because a young reporter he 
used to  browse that publi-
cation’s want ads and dream 
of working a beat in far off 
Alaska.

The 49th state did not 
happen for him, but follow-
ing his graduation from  Co-
lumbia University in the tur-
bulent  late 1960s, a city hall 
beat at the  Watertown Daily 
Times in rural upstate New 
York gave him a start down 
the road.  There he became 
a lifelong team player work-
ing closely with two other 
reporters, both then recent 
Master’s degree graduates 
from the Columbia Journal-
ism School,  whose training 
often rubbed off on him. 

Coston says he has al-
ways found it best to listen 
to reporters on the ground, 
whether it was at The Hart-
ford Courant, The Miami 
(Florida) Herald, the Casper 
(Wyoming) Star-Tribune or 
The Wall Street Journal. 

In 1990, the parole from 
Attica of a serial killer, whose 
conviction had been partially 
based on articles Coston had 
written in his rookie days in 
Watertown, inspired him  to 
dip his toes into true crime. 
He authored two nonfiction 
books before deserting the 
genre, which he said was “too 
dark.”

First retiring in 2010 and 

locating to East Canaan, he 
then came back out of retire-
ment and resumed his WSJ 
job part-time as an editor on 
the national desk until 2015. 
During those years, he fre-
quently hit the road, travel-
ing out West  “John Steinbeck 
style” in an RV truck camper 
with two dogs as sidekicks.

Coston is the father of 
three grown children and is 
married to Bridget Starr Tay-
lor, an illustrator and daugh-
ter of the late Hatsy Taylor, 
who for many years authored 
a gardening column for The 
Lakeville Journal. Coston 
and his wife now live in Hat-
sy’s old farm house, where 
she religiously penned her 
columns and where he now 
edits stories written by oth-
ers.

He also is a trustee of 
the Great Mountain Forest 
in Norfolk and Falls Village 
and Norfolk Now, a  monthly 
publication for Norfolk res-
idents.

His country life includes 
maintaining pastures that 
are leased to a beef farmer, 
and managing his own herd 
of 11 beloved Romney sheep, 
along with two Texas rescue 
donkeys, as many chickens 
as the local foxes allow, two 
dogs and a cat. 

Retirement had great ap-
peal, but literally being put 
out to pasture couldn’t mea-
sure up when in 2022 an ad 
seeking an editor for the new 
nonprofit Lakeville Journal 
Foundation caught his eye.

He applied to then pub-
lisher Janet Manko, whose 
tenure he admires along with 
her team and for excelling at 
keeping the papers going 
through tough economic 
times, including the pan-
demic.

“Their devotion to the pa-
per is unmatched,” he said.

“I wanted to help, be part 
of a team and to have fun 
again,” he said. 

With the support of Pat-
rick L. Sullivan, a Journal 
veteran, and Riley Klein in 
Lakeville and Millerton’s 
Managing Editor Emily 
Edelman, he happily works 
both sides of the state line,  
getting to know communities 
and residents, and  proudly 
dropping off papers at some 
distribution points.

As he noted in E & P, “It’s 
the small things that matter 
as much as the big ones. If 
you don’t pay attention to 
detail, the larger story suf-
fers in the end, as does the 
newspaper. Everybody’s story 
counts.”

“Salisbury has 
always been a 

huge volunteer 
community,” 

 SVAS Chief 
Jacquie Rice

“A couple 
nights a 

month? Yeah, 
I’ve got time 
to do that.”

 SVAS Member 
Barrett Prinnz
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COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts & Entertainment

The Politics of Adult Families

BOOKS: ALEXANDER WILBURN

More information at 
musicmountain.org

Discover Miguel Del Aguila’s Clocks 
for Piano Quintet, a suite in six 
movements portraying an imaginary 
visit to a clock museum.

Dali Quartet & Vanessa Perez, Piano
ARRIAGA / PIAZZOLLA / ASSAD / DIAZ / 
COLON / DEL AGUILA

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

FREE FAMILY CONCERT AT 2 PM: 

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT AT 3 PM:

Acclaimed choirmaster and organ virtuoso, Kent Tritle will be performing works by 
J.S. Bach, Buxtehude, Coleman and Hancock in the historic setting of 
The Smithfi eld Presbyterian Church on its 1893 Johnson & Son organ.

ORGAN VIRTUOSO

KENT TRITLE
of the New York Philharmonic

in Recital

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 at 3:30PM

The Smithfi eld Presbyterian Church
656 Smithfi eld Valley Road, Amenia, NY
Thesmithfi eldchurch.org

Suggested donation, $20 at the door, to benefi t
The Oratorio Society of New York. All welcome.
Reception to follow.

T H E  R E  
I N S T I T U T E FACE NATURE:  

BECOMING TREE
Madeline Schwartzman

BAN
The Bridge Club

1395  
Boston  
Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY  
518-567-5359
www.TheReInstitute.com

JULY 22 TO SEPTEMBER 9JULY 22 TO SEPTEMBER 9
Open Saturday 1pm to 4pm

Looking Clarissa 
Right in The Eye BOOKS: ALEXANDER WILBURN

American 
post-
war and 

contemporary 
artist Gelah 
Penn continues 
her abstract 
contemplation 
on Samuel 
Richardson's 
18th-centu-
ry episto-
lary novel 
with the 
second 
install-
ment of 
"Notes 
on Clarissa"  
opening at Cornwall Li-
brary in Cornwall, Conn., 
on Saturday, Sept. 16. 
Each piece corresponds 
to a letter in the novel.

"Clarissa, or, The 
History of a Young 
Lady" was Richardson's 
follow-up to his smash-
hit "Pamela, or Virtue 
Rewarded," a publication  
whose significance can't 
be understated. Consid-
ered to be the first mod-
ern English novel (and 
the first novel printed in 
America), the unfolding 
saga was read by clergy-
men and rural country-
men alike, transfixed by 
its suspense, its psycho-
logical love story, and its 
instruction on maintain-
ing defined gender roles 
within marriage and 
English society at large.  

While "Pamela" ends 
in what is considered to 
be a triumph in the mar-
riage plot novel — the 
maid weds the master 
of the house — the 1,500 

pages 
of let-

ters that 
make up 

the story 
of Clarissa 

Harlowe 
are ripe with tragedy. 
Beautiful Clarissa, aged 
eighteen, becomes the 
object of pursuit by the 
charming yet emotion-
ally corrupt Lovelace, a 
wealthy libertine whose 
seductive words entice 
her to elope. Although 
she swiftly recognizes 
her error, her family dis-
owns her, and in Love-
lace's grasp, exhausted 
by attempts to manipu-
late her into truly loving 
him, he rapes her. The 
profound emotional dis-
tress that ensues leads to 
her untimely demise. 

Dark sexuality and 
a battles of wills in a 
treacherous game of mo-
rality ensnared audienc-
es then, and the weighty 
tome is still considered 
to be Richardson's opus. 
It's bleakness is its ap-
peal, as Clarissa realizes 
what a dangerous time 
it is to be a girl in the 
world.

From John Stein-
beck's "East of 
Eden" to Grace 

Metalious's "Peyton 
Place" to Aaron Spelling's 
"Dynasty," no matter 
what part of the country 
you're in, the untimely 
reveal of buried family 
disputes has remained 
at the heart of Ameri-
can fiction. Adrienne 
Brodeur's summer novel 
from Simon & Schuster, 
"Little Monsters," pin-
points itself along the 
New England coast, on 
the chilly whaling beach-
es of Cape Cod, where a 
wealthy family of think-

ers dwells in its own 
resentments. Brodeur 
will appear on Thursday, 
Sept. 7, in Kent, Conn., as 
part of House of Books 
new series, "Salon at 
Swyft." The dinners held 
in a private room in Ore 
Hill & Swyft, an upscale 
wooden tavern known 
for its wood-fired pizzas, 
invite guests to chat 
casually with the writer 
of the month, breaking 
from the rigidity of the 
formal reading and Q&A. 
The selections have been 
varied in style and sub-
ject, with previous Swyft 
Salons held for South 

African short story writ-
er Magogodi oaMphela 
Makhene's tales of Sowe-
to, "Innards," and Viking 
editor Jenny Jackson's 
debut comedy about 
Brooklyn's 1%, "Pineap-
ple Street."

The daughter of the 
late New Yorker writ-
er Paul Brodeur, who 
died this past August in 
Hyannis, Mass., Adrienne 
Brodeur was the edi-
tor-in-chief of Zoetrope: 
All Story, a literary mag-
azine she founded with 
Francis Ford Coppola.

In "Little Monsters," 
set during the lead-up 
to the divisive 2016 
presidential election, 
Brodeur's intimately 
narrated novel, with its 
unfussy, languid prose, 
focuses on three can-
didates who make up 
the rarely-likable white, 
educated voter block. 
Adam Gardner is a 
cantankerous academic, 
an oceanology research 

scientist, and a product 
of the baby boom who 
finds fault with every 
breathing Millennial 
(with little mind that 
there are already two 
generations coming 
up behind these young 
professionals). As he 
struggles with his mental 
health, and the health 
care system, his two Gen 
X-cuspy children, who 
grew up motherless from 
a young age, struggle 
with each other. Ken is a 
hot-shot financier who 
has married into even 
more money and is eager 
to prove himself to his 
in-laws by being as "Art 
of the Deal" as possible. 
At the same time, his 
sister Abby is the classic, 
vaguely political Hillary 
voter. This sensitive art-
ist has inherited her late 
mother's Cape Cod stu-
dio with a view towards 
Provincetown, but she 
can't foresee the political 
storm on the horizon.

'Ryder's House' by Edward Hopper
SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM, BEQUEST OF HENRY WARD RANGER THROUGH THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN

'II XXV' by Gelah Penn
CORNWALL LIBRARY

PENGUIN RANDOM 
HOUSE
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At The  
Movies WHDD AM 1020  

Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing
9/8, 9, 13, 14

7:00 pm
“EQUILIZER 3” 

“MY BIG FAT GREEK 
WEDDING 3”

 LIVE JAZZ 9/10 • Doors open: 4pm, Music: 5-7pm 
Peter McEachern, trombone • Kris Jenson, Sax

Larry Ham, piano • Dave Santoro, bass
Tom Melito, Drums

Limited seating, advance tickets on our website

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS

FRI 09/08 > THU 09/14 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

OPPENHEIMER
GOLDA

  

MY BIG FAT GREEK 
WEDDING 3

BARBIE

SET DESIGNS 
THAT INSPIRE

THE WORK OF NANCY MEYERS 
& BETH RUBINO

An interior design fundraising event & 
movie screening to benefit 

The Moviehouse 
hosted by Hammertown Barn.

SAT. SEPT 9
12-3 PM

BOOK A PRIVATE 
SCREENING 

info@themoviehouse.net

MEMBER EVENT-THE FOUNDER: Weds. September 13
Drinks & light bites at 5:30/Movie at 6:30. 

Designing Dream Homes For The Screen
FILM: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Roz Chast Show and Pop-Up at Carol Corey Fine Art

The interior decor 
of the rich and 
famous can fasci-

nate us as much as the 
interiority of their lives 
— think of Brook Astor's 
Sister Parish chintz-cov-
ered home, Jackie Kenne-
dy's Georgian-style 1010 
Fifth Avenue apartment 
designed by Rosario 
Candela, Gwyneth Pal-
trow's potentially fake 
Ruth Asawa sculpture, 
or the monastery blank-
ness of Kim Kardashian's 
mansion with its Isabel 
Rower sculpture room. 

Perhaps only one film 
director has truly ignited 
the collective imagi-
nation and awakened 
dream home yearning 
through her characters' 
meticulously crafted in-
terior design preferences, 
and that's Nancy Meyers. 
On Saturday, Sept. 9, The 
Moviehouse in Millerton, 
N.Y., is paying tribute 
to her impeccable taste 
in set decoration with 
a screening of her 2009 
film, "It's Complicated," 
with cocktails and dis-
cussions with designer 
Vicky Charles of Charles 
& Co. and Hammertown 
Barn's design director, 
Dana Simpson.

Architectural Digest 
has published multiple 
rundowns alone on Mey-
er's 2003 film she wrote 
and directed starring 
Diane Keaton and Jack 
Nicholson, "Something's 
Gotta Give" — although 
the focus is rarely on 
Keaton's Academy Award 
nomination. The eye is 
on her house. Aging but 
successful playwright 
Erica Barry's (Keaton) 
beach-side shingle-style 
getaway on Meadow 
Lane in Southampton, 
N.Y., is cream-colored 
bliss floating on a striped 
dhurrie rug. Mimi Lon-
don fabric on the chairs; 

soapstone counter tops 
in the kitchen; beach 
apropos art by R. Kenton 
Nelson. Production de-
signer Beth Rubino, who 
won Academy Awards 
for "The Cider House 
Rules" and "American 
Gangster," has revealed 
several times over the 
years that what makes 
the Nancy Meyers homes 
so enviable… is that they 
are entirely fake. Those 
perfect off-whites, warm 
grays, inoffensive yel-
lows, and barely there 
blues are paint colors 
designed for the camera, 
for rooms built on sound 
stages, flooded with arti-
ficial coastal light. These 
are swatches forever out 
of reach. Some interiors 
can exist only in the 
movies: "INT. Kitchen."

A Man Named Fortune

This September marks 
the 10th anniversary of 
the burial of Fortune, 
an enslaved Black man 
who lived in Water-
bury, Conn., in the 18th 
century. The Mattatuck 
Museum will honor the 
occasion by retelling his 
story during a ceremony 
held at his grave at noon 
at Riverside Cemetery on 
Wednesday, Sept. 13. A 
decade ago, the Mat-
tatuck Museum began 
working through forensic 
science, research, and lo-
cal historical documents 
to bring Fortune’s story 
to light and give him a 
proper grave. Partnering 
with the NAACP Greater 
Waterbury, the event will 
feature local institutions 
and independent schol-
ars who will help guests 
learn about Fortune’s life 
and honor his death. This 
event is free and open to 
the public. To register, go 
to www.mattmuseum.
org

Choice interiors: Diane Keaton in "Something's 
Gotta Give," below, a young Lindsay Lohan and 
the late Natasha Richardson in "The Parent Trap."

"It's Complicated" starring Meryl Streep, above, will screen at The Moviehouse in Millerton, N.Y.

An artist reception 
for Roz Chast's new 
exhibition, "Buildings, 
Bananas and Beyond" at 
Carol Corey Fine Art in 
Kent, Conn., will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 9, at 4 
p.m. The Brooklyn-born 
artist who now lives and 
works in Connecticut 
will appear in conver-
sation with artist Karla 
Knight. The exhibition 

runs through Sunday, 
Oct. 1. 

Known for her sardon-
ic cartoons regularly fea-
tured in The New Yorker, 
Chast has expanded the 
scope of her humorous 
craft into a broader 
breadth of material — 
literally. With work that 
moves into textiles, 
stitching, beading and 
painted objects, Chast's 

signature style remains 
as clear as ever: welcom-
ing and little wobbly. 
House of Books in Kent, 
Conn., will also host a 
pop up at the gallery on 
Sept. 9, celebrating the 
releases of Roz Chast's 
book "I Must Be Dream-
ing"  and the children's 
book "Tired Town," a col-
laboration with Patricia 
Marx.

CAROL COREY FINE ART

'Two Birds' by Roz Chast

PRODUCTION STILLS MOVIESTILLSDB

The Kent Art Associa-
tion in Kent, Conn., will 
hold a showing of fiber 
arts, showcasing quilts, 
wall hangings and cloth-
ing on Friday, Sept. 8, at 6 
p.m. On Saturday, Sept. 9, 
at 10 a.m., Kent Histori-
cal Society President of  
The Board of Directors 
Deborah Chambrian 

will lead a coffee talk 
discussing the life of the 
late Kent Art Association 
founder and sculptor 
Willard Paddock. Cham-
brian currently lives in 
what was once Paddock's 
artist studio.

Kent Art Association
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Kudos to your 
newspaper

Since your new editor 
took over, the paper has 
been transformed again into 
a well-written local review 
of the NW Corner. We have 
purchased your paper for 
more than 40 years for its 
value to learn about the lo-
cal neighborhood and what’s 
going on here.

Keep up the good work. 
PBS had a story tonight 
about the deleterious effect 
of the diminishing  number 
of local newspapers. Think 
about writing a story that 
tells your audience about 
this — no voice about our 
area and thus no eyes to read 
it — the community suffers.

We need you to keep us 
informed. Thank you.

 Carol Seaman
Sharon

Endorsing 
Riva for P&Z

With our local election 
just two months away, I 
wanted to get my endorse-
ment of Bob Riva out there 
early.  He is seeking re-elec-
tion as a member of the P&Z 
Commission. 

It is certainly gratifying to 
have Bob want to continue to 
serve the community, which 
he has done over the years—
for example, Board of Educa-
tion (8 years), Zoning Board 
of Appeals (2 terms), and 
Town Selectman (1 term). 

His membership on the 
Affordable Housing and 
HVRHS Building Commit-
tees and his being a local 
business owner have pro-
vided him additional insights 
when dealing with P&Z is-
sues.  Bob’s ample civic expe-
rience, common sense, and 
fair-mindedness will contin-
ue to be needed to resolve the 
important, sometimes con-
tentious, proposals presented 
to the P&Z Commission.

Peter Becket
Lakeville

Knotweed control put in a regional perspective 
Thank you for cover-

ing the Japanese Knotweed 
Workshop at the Sharon 
Town Garage last month. 
The larger regional context 
of knotweed control deserves 
mention as it seeks to pre-
serve the ecological integrity 
and scenic value of the re-
cently designated Wild and 
Scenic Housatonic River.

That effort began with a 
2018 canoe survey of both 
banks of a 41-mile stretch of 
the river by the Knotweed 
Network, comprised largely 
of Housatonic River Com-
missioners and facilitated 
by the Housatonic Valley 
Association, which revealed 
knotweed distributions still 
within a manageable range.  
River Commissioners Rob-
ert Gambino and Christian 
Allyn, both trained invasive 
managers, volunteered to 
control the largest patches of 
knotweed just above the West 
Cornwall Covered Bridge, in 
order to prevent further re-
duction of riparian eco-sys-
tem services at the head of 
the river’s most notable trout 
fishery. (Knotweed along 
riverbanks reduces drift in-
sect food-web contributions 
for trout to near zero.) That 
knotweed demonstration 
project on the Sharon side 
of the river also enhanced 
the scenic value of the river’s 
most photographed tourist 
site.

Most Wild and Scenic 
surrounding towns have 
subsequently mapped town-

wide knotweed distributions 
to determine patterns of in-
vasion along their town and 
state roads, where knotweed 
has been inadvertently plant-
ed during road projects by 
way of biologically contami-
nated fill from gravel pits and 
soil storage areas. Because 
roads intersect and frequent-
ly parallel the Housatonic 
and its tributary streams, 
knotweed along roadsides 
often ends up impacting the 
integrity of the river itself.

North Canaan and Falls 
Village have largely defeat-
ed knotweed along their 
town road networks, and 
Cornwall has also joined 
the effort. They have treated 
knotweed at their infested 
gravel pit and have begun 
to control knotweed previ-
ously distributed in loads of 
fill used in the course of rou-
tine road maintenance. The 
Connecticut Department of 
Transportation has also re-
cently enhanced knotweed 
management at its various 
ConnDOT soil storage areas 
and has undertaken more ex-
tensive treatment of roadside 
knotweed patches.

As for knotweed control 
methods, foliar treatment 
utilizes the smallest quan-
tities of herbicide and is 
most effectively undertaken 
in late September after the 
knotweed’s blossom period. 
Treatments are typically 90% 
effective in year one, and de-
pending on patch size may 
require spot treatment in 

years two and three. Towns 
then shift to a prevention 
strategy, monitoring their 
fill and gravel sources as they 
strive for knotweed-free sta-
tus. (Injection of knotweed 
stems is feasible only for very 
small patches.)

The National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act was enact-
ed in 1968 and has thus far 
protected 228 rivers through-
out the United States. Our 
recently-designated Wild 
and Scenic Housatonic has 
the potential to become no-
table in the Northeast for not 

having succumbed to the 
scourge of knotweed.

Tom Zetterstrom
Knotweed Network for 

the Housatonic River 
Commission and with the 
support of the Housatonic 

Valley Association
North Canaan

100 years ago — Septem-
ber 1923

Mr. Goddard has left 
town regretfully, because his 
housekeepers, of whom he 
has had six this season, have 
run out. He will be in the 
state another month making 
his headquarters in Cheshire, 
but will be in town Sept. 17th 
to address the Knights of Py-
thias.

Motorists are complaining 
that Smith Hill is not prop-
erly posted as to dangerous 
grades, etc. This hill is a 
particularly vicious piece of 
highway and catches many a 
motorist unawares. Many a 
brake lining has been burned 
out in going down this hill, 
after drivers have failed to re-
alize that they should have 
gone into second speed. 
Some sign that will emphat-
ically warn travelers should 
be installed at once.

Will some one page Sen-
ator La Follette and give him 

the news that gasoline is now 
selling from 20 cents up in-
stead of the dollar a gallon 
that he predicted.

50 years ago — September 
1973

“I’m going to miss the 
high school a lot,” explained 
John Dubois, chief custodi-
an of the Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School. He 
will retire Sept. 30 after 35 
years at the school. “How do 
you say it? When you work 
at a place for 35 years, you’re 
bound to miss it,” he said. 

Two original poems by 
the late Mark Van Doren of 
Cornwall Hollow are pub-
lished in the Sept. 10 issue 
of The Nation. Entitled “Wa-
ter Was” and “Rain Beautifies 
the City,” they will appear in 
a new volume, “Good Morn-
ing: Last Poems” (Hill and 
Wang) to be published post-
humously. Mr. Van Doren, 
who died last December, was 
literary editor of The Nation 
from 1924 to 1928. He sent 

the new poems to The Nation 
a few weeks before his death.

Gertrude K. Lathrop, 
famed Falls Village sculptor, 
has been honored again for 
her work, receiving the gold 
medal of the American Nu-
mismatic Association. Miss 
Lathrop and her sister Dor-
othy, well-known writer and 
illustrator of children’s books, 
make their home on Under-
mountain Road.

A bullet-resistant barrier 
has been installed at the Falls 
Village branch office of the 
Torrington Savings Bank. 
Vice president Malcolm 
Canfield said the new bar-
rier was installed about two 
weeks ago. The shield extends 
from counter top to ceiling 
and completely encloses the 
business area of the bank.

Joseph A. Hamzy of Falls 
Village, the new manager of 
Lakeville’s Interlaken Inn, 
reported this week that the 
new $750,000 inn was oper-

ating “at capacity” during its 
first holiday weekend, Labor 
Day. Mr. Hamzy said key staff 
positions at the inn had been 
filled, with Mrs. Will Rog-
ers Jr. as head housekeeper, 
Will Rogers III as assistant 
manager, John Dennett has 
head chef and William Tatsa-
paugh, bartender.

25 years ago — September 
1998

Habitat for Humanity has 
found a home in Falls Village. 
Or at least it now can build 
one. Residents overwhelm-
ingly approved a motion to 
award the Alston property on 
Sand Road to the non-profit 
organization at an Aug. 27 
town meeting.

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping the 
original wording intact as pos-
sible.

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

Praise for  
knotweed fight

I read with great interest 
about the effort to get rid of 
Japanese knotweed (Patrick 
Sullivan, Lakeville Journal 
Aug 31/2023) and kudos to 
the Sharon town highway 
crew for getting involved. 
Perhaps the same spray 
method can be used on por-
celainberry — aka “kudzu of 
the north — wherever it has 
achieved 100% surface cov-
erage, as it has along a stretch 
on both sides of Route 4. Por-
celainberry may not have 
pretty flowers, offers just a 
generic green and is therefore 
easily overlooked. However, 
it is extremely invasive, has 
swallowed whole trees and 
shrubs, and it is spreading 
around Sharon.

Fritz Mueller
 Sharon

Decision on Sharon 
Hospital

T he state’s proposed final decision issued last 
week denied Sharon Hospital’s request to close 
labor and delivery services at the hospital. (See 

story on Page One.) The Office of Health Strategy, an 
agency created in 2018 responsible for developing and 
implementing a comprehensive health care vision for 
the state, requires certain types of health care pro-
viders to obtain state approval prior to making major 
changes in the health care landscape. In its proposed 
final decision, OHS included “Findings of Fact” 
containing more than 100 statements. In themselves, 
the statements provide a portrait of our hospital that 
puts the issues in perspective from both sides of the 
argument. The findings and the state’s proposed final 
decision also stand as a snapshot of our time, illustrat-
ing in some ways how Sharon Hospital shares issues 
facing rural hospitals across the country. 
 Those issues include low labor and delivery volume, 
difficulties in recruiting and retaining staff, a problem 
further exacerbated by a nationwide health care work-
er shortage. From January to December 2021, Sharon 
Hospital had deliveries on approximately 45% of the 
days during the year; there were approximately 202 
days (55%) where no obstetrical delivery occurred. Yet 
full staffing for a birthing unit and 24/7 surgical and 
anesthesia support is required. A 2022 Community 
Health Needs Assessment indicated health needs of 
the community, which has an aging demographic, in-
clude access to primary and preventative care, behav-
ioral health care and maternal and child health care.   
 Rural hospitals also struggle with travel times, and 
the request to close Sharon’s labor and delivery unit 
has raised concern about alternatives for women in 
the Northwest Corner and in eastern Dutchess Coun-
ty. The lack of adequate access to labor and delivery fa-
cilities and services for women in rural areas has led to 
documented increases in out-of-hospital births, births 
in hospitals without obstetrics services, and poorer 
birth outcomes. Travel time of 20 minutes or more 
is associated with an increased risk of mortality and 
adverse outcomes. Travel times from Sharon Hospital 
to area hospitals capable of serving patients in need of 
labor and delivery services range from 37 minutes to 
60 minutes. 
 Seven percent of residents in the hospital’s primary 
service area have incomes below the federal pover-
ty level, but an additional 31 percent have incomes 
that fall below a threshold necessary to meet all basic 
needs. The Findings of Fact state that the hospital’s 
proposal would have a negative impact on access to 
Medicaid recipients and indigent persons and would 
exacerbate racial and ethnic healthcare inequities at 
the state, county, and town levels.  
  As part of Nuvance Health, a not-for-profit organi-
zation, Sharon Hospital anticipates $3 million dollars 
in annual savings by shutting labor and delivery. The 
Findings of Fact state that despite Sharon Hospital’s 
losses in fiscal year 2021, Nuvance made approximate-
ly $75 million, had an excess of revenue over expenses 
of $105 million. OHS concluded that Nuvance appears 
to be financially stable.

The proposed final decision can be appealed.  Sharon 
Hospital has until Sept. 18 to do so.
 
 To read OHS’s proposed final decision, go to: portal.
ct.gov/OHS/Pages/Certificate-of-Need/CON-Portal and 
search for CON status of Vassar Health Connecticut, 
Inc. d/b/a Sharon Hospital
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large

To prepare for the light 
diminishing as we enter 
fall, we decided to have 
the windows cleaned at 
the house and already it 
has made a di� erence! 
While I never thought of 
this before, it has made an 
immediate positive change 
to the house. Joshua 
Btasseur can be reached at 
860-597-0214 or his website 
is www.thewindowguyct.
com/#Services. Well worth 
considering.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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TRI-CORNER 
CALENDAR

Items are printed as space permits. All entries can be found 
at www.TriCornerNews.com/events-calendar. To submit 

calendar items, email editor@lakevillejournal.com

 SEPTEMBER 9
NY Philharmonic’s 

Kent Tritle Returns to 
Smithfield Church for 
Organ Concert
The Smithfield Church, 646 
Smithfield Valley Road, 
Amenia, N.Y.

Kent Tritle, New York 
Philharmonic organist 
and acclaimed choir 
master, will once again 
bring his lively and 
intimate performance 
style to Smithfield 
Church in Amenia on 
Saturday, Sept. 9, at 3:30 
p.m., after a three-year 
COVID-19 hiatus.

Suggested donation 
is $20 at the door. A 
reception will follow. 
For more information, 
call 718-473-4623 or 
email swebb00@icloud.
com.  The Smithfield 
Church, 646 Smithfield 
Valley Road, Amenia, is 
handicapped accessible.

Wild Weaving
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Saturday, Sept. 9 at 
10:30 a.m. the David 
M. Hunt Library will 
offer the program "Wild 
Weaving" with Jean 
Bronson. Participants 
will learn to weave on 
a maple branch frame 
with yarn, flowers, leaves, 
grasses and other natural 
materials. This program 
is suitable for all ages; 
those under age 5 should 
be accompanied by an 
adult who can help them. 
Limit 12 children. Please 
register at huntlibrary.
org.

 SEPTEMBER 10
Free Family Concerts at 

Music Mountain
Gordon Hall, Music Mountain, 
225 Music Mountain 
Road, Falls Village, Conn. 
musicmountain.org

Beginning at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Sept. 10, discover 
Miguel Del Aguila's 
"Clocks" piano quintet, a 
suite in six movements 
portraying an imaginary 
visit to a clock museum. 
Hear the vast sound 
world of clocks, from 
the deep resonance of 
clock towers to the finely 
calibrated workings of 
clock mechanics. The 
final movement, “The 
Joy of Keeping Time,” 
takes place after the 
museum closes and 
the clocks come to life 
in an exuberant jam 
session. Learn about the 
engaging music of Latin 
America. At 3 p.m., the 
Dali Quartet and Vanessa 
Perez piano will take the 
stage. All are welcome, 
tickets required. Visit 
musicmountain.org.

Cornwall Agricultural Fair
Cornwall Town Green, Pine 
Street, Cornwall, Conn.

The annual Cornwall 
Agricultural Fair returns 
to the town green for 
its 31st year on Sept. 10 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Area farmers, crafters, 
artisans, shops, and 
culinary creators will 
display their harvest and 
haul from a summer of 
hard work. A blessing 
of the animals will take 
place to ensure a healthy 
and happy year ahead. 
Entries from area farms 
will be judged and 
awarded in categories 

   
   

such as ‘best garden find’ 
and ‘best dairy product.’ 
Celebrate the seasonal 
harvest and enjoy a fun-
filled day on the green.

 SEPTEMBER 11
Free Live Well with 

Chronic Pain Phone 
Workshop
Western Connecticut Area 
Agency on Aging

Registration is now 
being taken for a free, 
six-week Live Well with 
Chronic Pain telephone 
workshop for adults on 
Mondays, Sept. 11 to 
Oct. 16 from 10 to 11 
a.m. Sponsored by the 
Western Connecticut 
Area Agency on Aging, 
participants can join 
from the comfort of 
their own home without 
having to use any 
technology beyond the 
telephone. The toll free 
WCAAA conference call 
line is used to connect 
participants to a trained 
Live Well leader who 
facilitates the workshop. 
Materials will be sent 
directly to participants at 
no cost. 

Contact Debby 
Horowitz, Live Well 
Regional Coordinator, 
at 203-757-5449 x 125 or 
dhorowitz@wcaaa.org 
for more information.

 SEPTEMBER 12
Rosie the Riveter with the 

Connecticut Museum of 
Culture and History
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Tuesday, Sept. 12 
at 4 p.m. the David 
M. Hunt Library will 
host a presentation on 
“Rosie the Riveter” in 
partnership with the 
Connecticut Museum 
of Culture and History. 
"Rosie the Riveter" 
became an iconic symbol 
of working women 
during World War II. 
We’ll look at propaganda 
posters, art, music, 
photos, and hear real-life 
accounts of Connecticut 
women who worked for 
victory in the war. This 
event is free and open to 
the public.

 SEPTEMBER 16
Golf Tournament and Pig 

Roast
274 Under Mountain Road, 
Copake, N.Y.

The Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association 16th 
Annual Golf Tournament 
and Pig Roast will be 
held Saturday, Sept. 16, at 
the Undermountain Golf 
Course. The 18 hole, two-
person scramble event is 
open to men's and mixed 
categories and is limited 
to 50 two-person teams. 
There will be two shot 
gun starts, one at 8 a.m. 
and the other at 1 p.m.  

The entry fee is $110 per 
person which includes 
green fees, cart, lunch, 
on-course beverages, on-
course contests, awards 
and a pig roast dinner 
provided by the Sunday 
in the Country Food 
Drive. Proceeds benefit 
SWSA youth skiing 
programs. Rain date is 
Sunday, Sept. 17. Register 
and pay in advance 
by calling Trish at the 
Undermountain Golf 
Course at (518) 329-4444.

Who and what 
are to blame for 
the soaring cost 

of medical insurance in 
Connecticut? Last week, a 
hearing held by the state In-
surance Department heard 
opinions in response to more 
requests from medical insur-
ers for premium increases, 
this time averaging 20% for 
individual policies and 15% 
for small group plans. 

Of course, the country’s 
general inflation rate is a big 
part of the problem. But the 
costs of medical insurance 
are especially complicated, 
since for many years govern-
ment’s intervention, neces-
sary as it may be, has turned 
medicine into a carnival of 
cost shifting, so much so 
that people can hardly know 
the real cost of what they’re 
getting and who is really 
paying.

Elected officials blame 
insurers, who blame hospi-
tals and doctors, who blame 
insurers and government. 
They’re all correct, though 
exactly how much each is to 
blame isn’t clear.

But start with govern-
ment because of its direct 
accountability to the public 
and because government 
is the biggest purchaser of 
medical insurance — for its 
employees, for the poor via 
Medicaid and for the elderly 
via Medicare.

Government’s payments 
for Medicaid and Medicare 

patients are sharply dis-
counted from rates paid by 
other patients. The point of 
this discounting was to shift 
costs to those other patients 
and hide them. Exactly how 
much costs are shifted is 
debated. But if government 
paid more for the poor and 
elderly, hospitals and doc-
tors could charge other pa-
tients less and insurers could 
reduce their rates — at least 
theoretically.

But saving money in 
medicine and medical in-
surance may require com-
petitive markets even as 
those sectors have greatly 
consolidated.

Most Connecticut hospi-
tals are now owned by two 
chains — Hartford Health-
Care and Yale New Haven 
Health — and hospitals have 
been acquiring or partner-
ing with physician practices, 
further diminishing compe-
tition. This consolidation has 
been attributed to the grow-
ing burden of government 
regulation and the desire of 
doctors to do less paperwork 
and more patient care.

Meanwhile, insurance 
companies have merged 
and gotten bigger or left the 
medical insurance business. 
Only three insurers are sell-
ing individual medical pol-
icies on Connecticut’s Af-
fordable Care Act exchange 
in Connecticut, and one in-
surer has reported big loss-
es in the last two years. That 

company may not be looting 
its customers as much as the 
haters of insurance compa-
nies like to believe. But if 
medical insurers really have 
excess profits, government 
could always tax them away.

How hard are medical 
insurers negotiating with 
hospitals and doctors? At last 
week’s hearing, state Attor-
ney General William Tong 
complained that insurers 
are not negotiating costs but 
rather building their rates on 
mere estimates of annual 
cost increases. Presumably 
state law could require insur-
ers to seek specific rates from 
hospitals and physicians for 
a year or two in advance  
if  hospitals and physicians 
were willing and able to pro-
vide them and stick to them. 
They’re probably not.

Also driving up medical 
insurance costs are state gov-
ernment mandates for cov-
erage that insurers must pro-
vide. Not all are necessities. 
Many are mainly matters of 
legislators seeking to gratify 
one constituency or anoth-
er. Could state government 
reduce its medical insurance 

Blame government first as 
medical insurance explodes

mandates? Not without a lot 
of shrieking.

(Meanwhile, state gov-
ernment’s medical insurance 
for its employees and retirees 
spends $1 million a year for 
erectile dysfunction drugs.)

Maybe the best sugges-
tion at last week’s hearing 
was made by state govern-
ment’s departing health care 
advocate, Ted Doolittle, who 
said insurance companies 
are serving as a “stalking 
horse for the hospitals,” 
the biggest parties in inter-
est. Doolittle said hospitals 
should be interrogated just 
as closely as insurers and the 
hospitals raising costs most 
should be identified.

There’s a lot of money 
in medicine and insurance, 
with many executives paid 
spectacular salaries, and the 
search for medical and in-
surance coverage efficiencies 
is a largely political matter. 
So it should be the General 
Assembly’s job more than 
the Insurance Department’s.

Indeed, for just presiding 
over soaring medical insur-
ance costs, government is 
most to blame for them. But 
then, which legislators have 
the courage to risk offending 
not just two huge industries 
but also their many constit-
uents who are patients?

Chris Powell has written 
about Connecticut govern-
ment and politics for many 
years. (CPowell@cox.net.)

Henry Ford must be 
rolling over in his 
grave. His vision of 

making an automobile that 
would be accessible to all 
Americans was embraced by 
the car industry for decades. 
That era has come to an end.

The demise of the reason-
ably-priced auto is happen-
ing before our eyes. The last 
car with an average price of 
less than $20,000, the Mit-
subishi Mirage, a compact, 
is being discontinued.

It joins models such as the 
Honda Fit, Chevrolet Spark, 
and Volkswagen Beetle in the 
graveyard of small, afford-
able cars.

Over the last few years, 
Americans for the most part 
have forsaken ‘small’ for ‘big’  
vehicles like the SUV, pick-
ups, and crossovers. For ev-
ery Mirage sale in the second 
quarter of 2023, Ford sold 
108 F-series pickups. The big 
auto companies claim that 
the U.S. consumer is not in-
terested in buying small cars 
anymore. That may be true, 
but the reality is that fewer 
consumers than ever can af-
ford to shell out $48,000 to 
$50,000 on average for a new 
vehicle.

Many blame the Covid-19 
pandemic for the death knoll 
of affordable autos. At that 
time, used and new car prices 
spiked higher as global sup-
ply change shortages disrupt-
ed production.

The microchip area was 
especially hard. The scarcity 
of chips forced car makers 
to ration, reserving this pre-
cious commodity for their 
most profitable, high-end au-
tos. Supply of vehicles overall 
fell, while consumer demand 
throughout the country con-
tinued to increase. This led 
to an inflationary spiral in 
vehicle prices.

As in many other areas of 
the economy, there is a wide 

disparity between the haves 
and have-nots in this coun-
try. The ability to purchase an 
auto has suddenly become a 
luxury problem.

This year, for example, 
the bottom 20% of workers 
reduced their purchases of 
new cars to its lowest level in 
more than a decade, accord-
ing to the most recent Con-
sumer Expenditure Survey, 
while the top 20% of earners 
spent more on new cars than 
any time since 1984.

Adding insult to injury 
is the rise in interest rates 
that have pushed car loans 
into the stratosphere. The 
number of motorists paying 
more than $1,000 per month 
for a new car loan is almost 
16%, which is a record. The 
average monthly payment, 
according to Edmunds.com, 
is well over $700 per month. 
That means if you took out 
a car loan at 4% a few years 
ago for a $40,000 car, and 
now must pay 8% in interest 
over five years, for a similar-
ly priced car that would add 
$4,463 to the total cost of the 
vehicle.

Most of us believed that 
once the pandemic was over, 
car prices would return to 
normal instead, manufactur-
ers continued to raise prices 
Why, you might ask, have 
auto manufacturers forsak-
en Ford’s goal of building “a 
motor car that the everyday 
American could afford?’

The truth is simple. After 
the pandemic, car manufac-
turers realized that selling 
fewer vehicles at higher pric-
es was good for both sales 
and profits. Last year, for 
example, only 13.9 million 
units were sold in the U.S. 
(versus 17 million in 2019), 
but sales were $15 billion 
higher.

Electric vehicles are also 
to blame. The industry is in 
a do-or-die moment as con-

sumers demand companies 
offer an increasing array of 
electric vehicle alternatives, 
while governments offer gen-
erous subsidies to manufac-
turers. This has led to a mas-
sive investment drain to the 
tune of billions of dollars to 
overhaul factories in a rush 
to produce EVs. One way to 
come up with that money 
was to accelerate the trend 
toward producing high-mar-
gin SUVs and trucks while 
reducing production in the 
less profitable affordable car 
market.

As most readers are 
aware, the skyrocketing costs 
of new cars have forced many 
car buyers into the used car 
market. At least they are 
cheaper, if you can find one. 
The transaction price of a 
used car is currently $28,381, 
according to Edmunds.com. 

That is still up 44% over 2018. 
Add in the interest expense 
on a car loan and it is still a 
sizable sum.

For many consumers, 
the only recourse is to keep 
their aging vehicles, hoping 
the time will come that this 
insanity will end, and prices 
will come down to earth. In 
the meantime, the average 
age of a light-duty vehicle 
on the road stands at 12.5 
years in the U.S. That is the 
highest level of aging autos 
since the Financial Crisis and 
subsequent recession.

By 2028, a recent study of 
S&P Global Mobility predicts 
that autos that are six years or 
older will make up more than 
74% of the U.S. total vehicle 
fleet of 2028. If so, and your 
car falls in that aging vehicle 
category, it might be a good 
idea to renew or purchase a 
five-year warranty on your 
auto right now.

Bill Schmick is a founding 
partner of Onota Partners Inc. 
in the Berkshires. None of his 
commentary is or should be 
considered investment advice.  
Email him at bill@-schmicks-
retiredinvestor.com.

The modern-day automobile
is becoming a luxury item 



B5B5

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate

Email ads to 
classified@

lakevillejournal.com

SALISBURY, 
CT

N O B L E  H O R I ZO N S 
BOOK & TAG SALE: 
Fri., September 8 & 
Sat., September 9 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Community Room, 17 
Cobble Rd., Salisbury, 
CT. Admission is free 
both days. On Friday 
only EARLY BIRDS pay 
$10 from 8-9 a.m.

TAG SALESTAG SALES

HELP WANTED
DAYCARE TEACHER-UN-

DERMOUNTAIN CHILD 
CARE CENTER:Full-time 
position with benefits for a 
daycare teacher/early child-
hood educator, at Under-
mountain Child Care Center 
on the campus of Berkshire 
School, Monday through 
Friday. Teacher certification 
a plus but not required. 
CORI and other background 
checks required. Submit 
resume and letter of interest 
to Tammy Wysocki, Director 
of UMCC, Berkshire School, 
245 North Undermountain 
Road, Sheffield, MA 01257. 
twysocki@berkshireschool.
org Phone: 413-229-1850.

G R O U N D S / M A I N T E -
NANCE POSITION: Berk-
shire School has an opening 
for an individual to perform 
routine seasonal outside 
maintenance and grounds 
work, and event set-ups and 
breakdowns. This position 
requires heavy lifting and 
the ability to work as an 
effective member of a team. 
Some weekend and holiday 
hours are mandatory. This is 
a full-time, year round posi-
tion with excellent benefits. 
Interested parties should 
contact Gabe Starczewski, 
gstarczewski@berkshire-
school.org 413-229-1211.

PROJECT SAGE: seeks a 
Community Educator to ad-
vance our vision of a world 
in which everyone can be 
themselves, have healthy 
relationships, and live free 
of interpersonal, relation-
ship violence. The primary 
role of the Community 
Educator is to develop, man-
age, facilitate and deliver 
community programming, 
with a special emphasis on 
engagement of boys and 
men, and to support K - 12 
education efforts. This is a 
full-time position based in 
Lakeville, CT. A background 
in education, social work, 
or gender studies through 
work participation or educa-
tion is required. Experience 
as a trainer, group facilitator, 
and community networker 
are highly valued, as is 
public speaking experience. 
An ability to work with 
diverse populations and 
volunteers is essential, as 
is working collaboratively 
with staff. Computer literacy 
in Microsoft Office Suite is 
required. $53,000—$57,000 
depending on experience 
with generous benefits. 
More information at www.
project-sage.org/employ-
ment. To express interest, 
please send your resume 
and letter of introduction to 
sagesearch@project-sage.
org.

THE DAVID M. HUNT LI-
BRARY: in Falls Village is 
looking to hire an Assistant 
Director and Youth Services 
Coordinator. This position 
will both support the stra-
tegic direction of the library 
and play an integral role in 
day to day operations. Learn 
more about the position 
and how to apply at https://
www.huntlibrary.org/em-
ployment opportunities/. 
Applications will be accept-
ed until September 15.

THE NORTH EAST COM-
MUNITY CENTER:has sev-
eral current openings in 
our Youth Programs. We are 
hiring a FT Early Learning 
Program Senior Assistant, 
a PT Early Learning Program 
Assistant, and a PT Out-
of-School-Time Program 
Senior Assistant. Full posi-
tion descriptions available 
at www.neccmillerton.org/
employment Request ap-
plication or send resume 
to info@neccmillerton.org 
EEO/EPO.

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS WANTED: At least 

25 years old, Clean NYS 
Drivers License, Class E or 
C License with passenger 
endorsement. Willing to 
Train. Local and Long Dis-
tance. Call Watson Livery at 
845-464-8178.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

I OFFER HOUSE CLEANING 
COMMERCIAL & RESI-
DENTAL: Office cleaning, 
weekly, biweekly, monthly, 
one time. You will love the 
results. Contact Maria. 845-
366-0107.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

Unfurnished;  
1 bedroom, kitchen-
eating area, living 
room, and entry 
room; no garage. 
Multi-year preferred

850 SQFT
Unfurnished;  
3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, office, living 
room, & garage. 
Very private; 
multi-year desired.

4,000+- SQFT

FULLY furnished and 
cozy; 3 bedrooms, 
kitchen-eating area, 
living room, and entry 
room; no garage.

LIMITED WINTER 
SEASON COTTAGESEMI furnished;  

3 bedrooms, 3 baths: 
6 rooms, garage.  
Seasonal rental period, 
or year round.  Will 
not rent unfurnished.

2,400+- SQFT

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

RENTALS: Limited in availability, we have 4, briefly described below:  Common 
restrictions/options  in all, include: No pets and non smokers; extra costs include,  

but may not be limited to: costs of utilities, driveway and/or lawn costs, and internet.   
Locations include CT and NY.  Other features and terms, specific to each,  

will be discussed upon request for further information.

FACTORY OPEN HOUSE 
September 9, 2023 • 10am-2pm

Live, Interactive Virtual Tours
Wednesdays at 5:30pm

30 Reagans Mill Rd. Wingdale, NY 

SALISBURY, CT  860-435-2200

CHARMING IN-TOWN HOME NEAR  
LAKEVILLE LAKE WITH MODERN UPGRADES

1,802 sq.ft. • 2.23 Acres • 3 BRs • 2 FBs • 1 HB
SALISBURY, CT. Features include: privately located home and ample 
space right in the heart of the village, renovated kitchen with a breakfast 
area, private primary suite with sitting room/office.
Web# EH5178   Holly Leibrock/ Elyse Harney Morris   $695,000

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate
HarneyRealEstate.com

• Reports to Property Manager
• Paddocks and run-in-sheds picked weekly
• Manage monthly inventory for supplies and on sight for delivery
• Weed control, irrigation, mulching, and spring and fall cleanup
• No lawn mowing required; however, weed whacking periodically

GROUNDSKEEPER/CARETAKER
in Sharon, CT 

CONTACT: ourloveofanimals@gmail.com • (201) 822-1330

• Experience preferred
• English preferred
• Driver’s License a must
• Full Time & Part Time Available

• Live-Out Only/ 
No Live-in Facilities

• Must live locally within  
30 miles of Sharon, CT

HOUSEKEEPER DUTIES 
• Vacuum/sweep floors, carpets, area-rugs 
• Change linens 
• Laundry, including ironing 
• Sweeping/Dusting /Polishing Furniture  
• Mop floors (Hardwood) 
• Clean and sanitize bathrooms 
• Empty Trash Receptacles

HOME PERSONAL ASSISTANT DUTIES 
• Managing telephone incoming calls 
• Running Errands:  
   Dry Cleaning/Courier Requests/Store Runs 
• Coordinate Home Delivery orders 
• Scheduling House Maintenance 
• Maintaining a schedule for family’s  
   personal/professional appointments

*Non-Smoker Required
*Must Live locally within 30 miles of Sharon, CT

Pay: Per Hour  •  Full time - Monday to Friday  
Hours: Min 35 hrs per week/Max 40 hrs per week/No weekends
*Commensurate with experience

HOUSEKEEPER/ 
HOME PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

in Sharon, CT 

CONTACT: ourloveofanimals@gmail.com • (201) 822-1330

The White Hart located in Salisbury, CT is 
seeking to add a line cook to the team. The 
job would require 4-5 evening shifts with the 
possibility of a day shift to produce prepared 
food. We produce a small weekly changing 
menu in our tap room that focuses on seasonal 
local ingredients. Candidates should have 
two years of cooking experience on the line 
and must posses a positive attitude. We offer 
leading compensation, with room for growth, 
health benefits and a 401k, vacation pay, staff 
meals and a great work environment. 

Please email Paul at  
paul@whitehartinn.com if you are interested

Line Cook

The White Hart is looking for an AM 
Prep Cook to join our Provisions Team! 
Applicants should be passionate about 
food, driven, professional, focused 
and looking to work in a collaborative 
and team-oriented setting. We offer 
competitive hourly rates, medical benefits, 
paid time off and 401(K) and the potential 
to learn and grow within the company. 

If interested please email  
gabby@whitehartinn.com 

AM Prep Cook
The Millerton News is seeking a part-time 
news reporter to cover Harlem Valley towns 
and school districts.

Are you interested in your local news scene? 
Here is a chance to report on community news, 
business news, the environment, government, 
police and all the issues that affect the lives  
of Millerton News readers.

Writing skills and basic knowledge of how  
New York government functions are a must.

Email Resume and Writing Samples to Editor 
John Coston, editor@millertonnews.com.

860-435-9873 ext. 608 • PO Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546

Local Reporter

SERVICES 
OFFERED

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

N E E D  Y O U R  H O M E 
CLEANED?:  Diana and 
Juliet have been servicing 
the Northwest Corner since 
1998. We offer guaranteed 
satisfaction and have great 
references. Please call 860 
605-0528.

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

LOOKING TO ACQUIRE: 
Eric Sloan and Hudson River 
School paintings. Please call 
917-755-2640.

WANTED
WANTED: Land to hunt 

ducks on. Will consider a 
lease. Also goose hunting. 
Thanks! 914-548-0648.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry,

REAL ESTATE
: sex, marital status, age, law-

ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

FOR RENT:Single Story 
home on private lake/1b-
d/1bth. Fully furnished. 
Electric, Garbage, Water, 
Mowing included. $3500/
Month. 860-309-4482.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

OFFICE: in Lakeville, CT. 2 
Rooms, Porch, and Parking. 
$700/month. 860-248-9605.

LAND FOR SALE
VACANT LAND FOR SALE 

BY OWNER:$80,000, 2 
acres. 15 Walk Rd., Sand 
Lake, NY. Partially cleared for 
building. Averill Park School 
District. Beautiful,

LAND FOR SALE
: woodsy location on a quiet 

road. On Taborton Mountain 
with lakes, hiking, shopping, 
and restaurants nearby. 845-
372-7614.

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, September 7, 2023, Thursday, September 7, 2023
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Do you have a family 

member or friend 

in the military who 

would be interested in 

the news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set 

up a subscription, contact 

Sandra Lang at circulation@

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to  

those who serve.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Tree Service

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com
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To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you 

this directory of Specialists 

in print and online at 

www.tricornernews.com. 

From Automobiles to 

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fi ngertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you fi nd the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

TriCornerNews.com

Support Local Journalism 
In Your Community

Please donate to The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News  
at LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate

or by mail
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT | djhallroofing.com | 860-485-5887

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters 
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs

Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 

Over 35 years experience

860-459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

ROOFING  •  SIDING  
GUTTERS  •  REPAIRS

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com
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