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By Debra A. Aleksinas

NORTH CANAAN —
Skyrocketing building ma-
terial costs have halted the 
planned construction of an 
80,000-square-foot, state-of-
the-art nursing facility on the 
campus of the Geer Village 
Senior Community.

The cost of the project, 
originally estimated at be-
tween $20 million and $25 
million, has seen a dou-
ble-digit increase since 2019, 
when the state issued a Cer-
tificate of Need (CON) in 
the amount of $22 million, 
according to Geer CEO Kevin 
O’Connell. Now, with a pan-
demic raging and building 
costs rising, the clock is tick-
ing on the 5-year certificate, 
which expires in 2023.

“You can’t pick a worse 

Expansion at Geer Nursing  
is delayed by soaring costs

Looking back: 2021

A quieter and more 
secure future for 
Lime Rock Park

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Dicky Riegel, at right in photo, is part of a new ownership 
group that purchased Lime Rock Park from owner Skip 
Barber, who is at left in this photo from last spring.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Price increases for building supplies as well as supply shortages have put construction 
on hold of a much-needed new nursing and rehabilitation center at Geer.

Looking back: 2021

There will be a 
reckoning in 2022 
about our trash

By Patrick L. Sullivan

LIME ROCK — In March, 
Lime Rock Park (LRP) owner 
Skip Barber reached an agree-
ment to sell a majority interest 
in the race track to a group of 
investors.

This group, led by Dicky 
Riegel, Charles Mallory and 
Bill Rueckert, “are the right 
guys,” Barber said.

Riegel is the former pres-
ident and CEO of Airstream 
and is chair of the Board of 
Trustees at Salisbury School; 
Mallory is the founder of the 
Greenwich Hospitality Group; 
Rueckert is chair of the Board 
of Trustees of Teachers College 
at Columbia University.

All three are frequent users 

of Lime Rock Park — a fact not 
lost on Barber.

“I became concerned seven 
or eight years ago about who 
would be the steward of Lime 
Rock Park down the road,” he 
said.

Riegel, the new LRP chief 
executive officer, gave the 
Salisbury Planning and Zon-
ing Commission an outline of 
future plans for the track at the 
commission’s Aug. 16 meeting 
(held online).

He began by saying that the 
new ownership team wishes to 
establish a good working rela-
tionship with the town and the 
commission.

He said LRP would address 

By Patrick L. Sullivan

As 2021 drew to a close, two 
towns —Falls Village and Sha-
ron — still had not committed 
to the state Materials Innova-
tion and Recycling Authority’s 
(MIRA) five-year plan to ship 
municipal solid waste out of 
state for disposal.

MIRA Chair Don Stein said 
in a Nov. 1 interview with The 
Lakeville Journal that address-
ing Connecticut’s solid waste 
management will require ac-
tion from both the executive 
and legislative branches of the 
state government.

MIRA President Tom Kirk 
said in the same Nov. 1 inter-
view that the immediate prob-
lem is that the trash-to-ener-
gy facility in Hartford (where 
Northwest Corner towns send 
their trash) is going to close on 
July 1, 2022. The Hartford fa-
cility serves 49 towns. It burns 
municipal solid waste and con-
verts it into electricity.

The facility is outdated, and 
in 2020 the state Department 
of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) rejected a 
proposal to spend $330 million 
to redevelop it.

Which means for the short 
term the garbage will be 

DPH eases license rules for  
out-of-state health care workers

By Willard Wood

NORFOLK — The Con-
necticut Siting Council, which 
has broad authority over the 
siting of telecommunications 
and energy infrastructure in 
the state, is rarely overturned 
in its decisions, but on Nov. 
30, a Superior Court judge 
in New Britain, Conn., vacat-
ed the council’s approval of a 
wind turbine in Colebrook, 
citing irregularities in the de-
cision-making procedure.

The suit was brought by Ju-
lia and Jonathan Gold, land-
owners in Norfolk, whose farm 
on the Norfolk-Colebrook line 
is adjacent to the parcel where 
the turbine was to be built. 
They were joined as plaintiffs 
by another abutting landown-
er, the Grant Swamp Group, a 
nonprofit environmental orga-
nization, FairwindCT and the 
Town of Colebrook.

A wind turbine  
 in their backyard

For the Gold family, the saga 

began in mid-January 2020 
when a local reporter called for 
their reaction to the planned 
construction of a turbine a 
few hundred feet from their 
property line. They thought it 
couldn’t happen. They’d bought 
their land in 2018, knowing 
that a third turbine might even-
tually be added to the nearby 
Colebrook windfarm, joining 
the two built in 2015. But the 
permitted third turbine was 
not any closer to them than 
the others. Besides, there was a 

37-acre strip of land just across 
the Colebrook line that would 
serve as a buffer.

What the Golds were learn-
ing, although from unofficial 
sources, was that BNE Ener-
gy was proposing to buy that 
strip of buffer land, put a large, 
next-generation turbine there, 
and have the Siting Council ap-
prove it as a mere modification 
to the original windfarm rul-
ing issued in 2011. From BNE’s 

By Debra A. Aleksinas

Citing concerns over a 
shortage of health-care profes-
sionals as COVID-19 hospital-
izations rise, the Connecticut 
Department of Public Health 
(DPH) has temporarily waived 
license requirements for out-
of-state health care profes-
sionals, including those who 
provide mental health services.

The order by DPH Com-
missioner Manisha Juthani 
came on Dec. 22 as the state’s 
case positivity rate surged past 
8% and amid the emergence 
of the new, rapidly spreading 
and highly contagious omicron 
variant. By Dec. 30, the state’s 
positivity rate soared past 20%, 
a record high, and hospitaliza-

tions closed in on last winter’s 
peak.

“This order offers some 
immediate relief to support 
Connecticut’s health care in-
frastructure by authorizing li-
censed health-care providers 
from other states to immedi-
ately work in Connecticut,” 
said Commissioner Juthani. 
“The professions authorized 
include those who provide 
critical mental health services 
which are in high demand.”

The suspension period is 

60 days, and the order will 
not extend past Feb. 15 if the 
public health emergency is not 
extended, according to DPH.

In a Dec. 23 interview, Dr. 
Mark Marshall, vice president 
of medical affairs at Sharon 
Hospital, said the order will 
have little impact here.

In the event of a specific 
need,  he said, “we can bring 
somebody over” to Sharon 
from within the Nuvance sys-
tem — although the likelihood 
of that happening is slim due to 

staffing shortages everywhere, 
exacerbated by omicron.

Marshall estimated that 
one half of all employees cur-
rently out sick are out sick 
with COVID-19. “So, I think 
the likelihood of being able 
to pull from other facilities is 
low, because everyone is short 
on staff.”

The omicron variant, Mar-
shall noted, is highly conta-
gious and can invade the im-
mune system in people already 
vaccinated and even those who 
have had the booster shots. But 
the silver lining, said the Sha-
ron physician, is that vaccinat-
ed individuals are less likely to 
become seriously ill from the 
virus, which is why it is “abso-
lutely essential” to get the jabs.

“The professions authorized include those 
who provide critical mental health services,  

which are in high demand.”

Norfolk family wins court battle  
against Siting Council over wind turbine
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Support Local Journalism  
In Your Community

Dear reader,

When this newspaper made a plea to our readers for support in 2019, The Lakeville Journal 
Company, publishers of The Lakeville Journal, The Millerton News and www.tricornernews.com, 
was at a crossroads. Then, we were looking at drastically cutting costs in order to survive.

Two years later, after two highly successful appeals to our readership for contributions that saved 
your local community newspapers, this small media company is in a very different place. Your 
generosity kept us alive, even during a worldwide pandemic, and we were able to apply for and 
receive tax-exempt status from the IRS as a public charity. Your contributions to The Lakeville 
Journal Foundation are now tax deductible to the extent permitted under the law. Now it is time 
to regroup again and make a new plan to take this media company into a successful future.

During COVID-19 shutdowns and restrictions, this company was able to obtain two PPP grants 
from the U.S. government, which, combined with our readers’ generous support, helped us 
remain in place to report the news of your communities. Your wish for local news is what drives 
our mission,which publishes in the newspapers every week:

Our goal is to report the news of our communities accurately and fairly,
and to foster the free flow of information and opinion.

We sincerely ask you to be a Community Contributor, donating whatever you can to support 
local news, to The Lakeville Journal Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization. Unlike the last two years, 
your donations are now tax deductible within the limits of the law.

Thank you for keeping track of your local news in our publications, and profound gratitude for 
your support that kept The Lakeville Journal, The Millerton News and www.tricornernews.com 
here for your communities.

 

Noreen Doyle, Chair                                      Janet Manko, CEO, executive director

The Lakeville Journal Foundation, Inc.

Enclose your check or money order. To donate by credit card, please go to www.tricornernews.com/contribute
Mail to The Lakeville Journal Foundation, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, Connecticut 06039

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________    ZIP CODE __________

TELEPHONE _______________________    EMAIL__________________________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order  
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to The Lakeville Journal Foundation.

Fresh Deals at the Co-op
January 5 - January 18*

   * while supplies last

Berkshire Food Co-op
34 Bridge St, Great Barrington, MA 01230

www.berkshire.coop | 413-528-9697
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Amenia, New York
1-800-522-7235 | 845-877-9354

Sanitation Service
Quality Service For Refuse Removal

Recycling For The Future

admissions@indianmountain.org
www.indianmountain.org

NOW ACCEPTING
TOWN SCHOLAR APPLICATIONS
FOR 2022-2023

IMS is excited to announce that it will award a full 
tuition scholarship to rising 7th grade applicants.

The scholarship is open to students from area towns 
with strong academic records and commendable 
attributes measured by extracurricular participation 
in athletics, community service, and the arts. 

The scholarship is renewable annually, contingent on 
approval by the IMS Town Scholar committee. 

For additional information, please contact the IMS 
Admissions Office: 

DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 18, 2022
Pre-K through Grade 9 | Boarding Grades 5-9 | 211 Indian Mountain Road, Lakeville, CT

Town_Scholar_Ad_2022.indd   1Town_Scholar_Ad_2022.indd   1 12/16/21   12:41 PM12/16/21   12:41 PM
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The following information 
was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. All 
suspects are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Left the scene  
of an accident

On Dec. 21 at approximately 
5:15 p.m. on Page Road in Falls 
Village a 2012 GMC Savana 
driven by Joseph Matalote, 53, 
of Orange, Conn., was struck 
by a 2018 Ford Fiesta driven by 
Dora Duplessis, 68, of Falls Vil-
lage that was making a sudden 
turn onto Page Road. Duplessis 
then evaded the scene of the 
accident. Police action remains 
pending.

Struck a tree
On Dec. 22 at approximately 

5:30 a.m. on Route 7 in Corn-
wall a 2019 Toyota Rav4 driven 
by Kaniz Azad, 29, of Jamaica, 
N.Y., drove into a tree. Azad 
was issued a written warning 
for failure to maintain the lane.

Drove into traffic
On Dec. 22 at approximately 

10:30 a.m. on Salisbury Road 
in North Canaan a 2003 Hon-
da CR-V driven by Katherine 
Libby, 33, of Cornwall veered 
into the wrong lane and into 
oncoming traffic, striking a 
2004 Subaru Impreza driven 
by Robin Roraback, 57, of Salis-
bury. Roraback was transport-
ed to Waterbury Hospital for 
injuries. The collision remains 
under investigation, police ac-
tion is pending.

Struck a Tesla
On Dec. 26 at approximately 

12:45 p.m. on Route 7 in North 
Canaan a 2012 Subaru Forest-
er driven by Zachary Thomas 
Grappone, 25, of Watertown, 
Conn., rear ended a 2018 Tes-
la driven by Charles Melcher, 
56, of New York, N.Y., which 
was stopped at a stop sign. 
Grappone was issued a writ-
ten warning for following too 
closely.

Rear ended
On Dec. 28 at approximate-

ly 4:45 p.m. on Sharon Road 
in Salisbury a 2016 BMW X5 
driven by Eric Macaire, 59, 
of Salisbury struck the rear 
of a 2019 BMW X5 driven 
by Erika Hansen Matt, 58, of 
Cambridge, Mass., which had 
stopped for traffic. Macaire was 
issued an infraction for follow-
ing too closely.

Drove into traffic
On Dec. 29 at approximately 

9:30 a.m. on Canaan Road in 
North Canaan a 2015 Mer-
cedes Benz Sprinter driven by 
Jarad Seery, 21, of Holyoke, 
Mass., traveled into the wrong 

lane and drove into oncoming 
traffic,   striking the front of a 
2012 Volkswagen Jetta driven 
by Carl Blair, 57, of Danvers, 
Mass. 

Seery’s Mercedes Benz 
then struck a utility pole fol-
lowing the collision, splitting 
the wooden pole and causing 
it to fall into the roadway. Both 
drivers were extracted from 
their vehicles by the fire depart-
ment. Blair was transported to 
Waterbury Hospital for serious 
injuries. Seery was transported 
to Fairview Hospital. Police ac-
tion is pending.

Violation of release
On Dec. 29 James Jamieson, 

51, of Salisbury turned him-
self in on a warrant and was 
charged with violating the 
conditions of his release in the 
second degree. He was sched-
uled to appear in Torrington 
Superior Court on Dec. 30.

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com.

Wilson art 
show opens 
on Jan. 8

CORNWALL — There 
will be an opening recep-
tion for a show of work by 
Mark Wilson at the Corn-
wall Library on Saturday, 
Jan. 8, from 4 to 6 p.m.

Wilson is a long-time 
West Cornwall resident 
and a digital art pioneer. 
His show, “Mutable: 
An exhibition of ink jet 
prints on canvas,” will be 
on view through Feb. 19.

For more information, 
go to https://cornwallli-
brary.org/art-exhibits/

Winter session begins for TLC
SALISBURY —Sign up for 

classes offered this winter on 
Zoom by the Taconic Learning 
Center. Classes begin Jan. 17.

Six classes are being offered 
in the winter term.  Tom Grue-
newald will teach “Pandemics 
and plagues from 403 BC to 
the present.” Tom Key’s histor-
ical class will focus on some 
“untoward events” affecting the 
politics and policies of the first 
two decades of the American 
republic. Linda Neiberg will 

teach “Witchcraft and magic 
in the Renaissance.” Bob Rum-
sey will lead two play-reading 
classes, “Shakespeare in Italy” 
and the plays of contemporary 
playwright Peter Shaffer.  

Jerry Jamin will discuss a 
number of current political 
challenges in his class, “A Re-
public if you can keep it.”  

To sign up and learn more, 
go to the Taconic Learning 
Center website at www.tacon-
iclearningcenter.org. 

Substantial grant funds were 
awarded to numerous North-
west Corner arts organizations 
in December from CT Human-
ities.

The grants were part of  
$16 million in general operat-
ing support grants to help the 
state’s museums, cultural, hu-
manities and arts organizations 
maintain and grow their abil-
ity to serve their community 
and the public, connect K-12 
teachers and students to strong 
humanities and arts content, 
and improve their information 
technology and digital infra-
structure. 

The grants were adminis-
tered by CT Humanities, with 
funding provided by the Con-
necticut State Department of 
Economic and Community 
Development/Connecticut 
Office of the Arts from the 
Connecticut State Legislature.

Canaan Falls Village
• Canaan Historical Society, 

$7,300
• Music Mountain, $28,800

Cornwall
• Cornwall Historical Soci-

ety, $10,300
Kent

• Connecticut State Historic 

NORTH CANAAN — 
Coordinating grants totaling 
$7,500 have been awarded to 
Fishes and Loaves Pantry to be 
used for general operational 
support by two area founda-
tions. A grant in the amount 
of $5,000 was made possible by 
the Khurshed Bhumgara Fund 
and Northwest Connecticut 
Philanthropy Fund, funds of 
the Northwest Connecticut 
Community Foundation. A 
grant for $2,500 was awarded 
from the Northwest Corner 
Fund of the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation.

The funding will allow the 
pantry to purchase items that 

have become less affordable 
and reach out to the growing 
number of households in need 
of assistance. 

A mission of the North Ca-
naan Congregational Church, 
Fishes & Loaves serves food-in-
secure residents of  North Ca-
naan and Falls Village. Distri-
bution times are Tuesday from 
4 to 6 p.m. and Thursday from 
noon to 2 p.m. at 30 Granite 
Ave., North Canaan.

For more information, call 
Louise Riley at 860-824-7232, 
email fishesandloavespantry@
gmail.com or go to www.fish-
esandloavesnorthcanaan.org.

Preservation Office/Eric Sloane 
Museum, $5,000

• Kent Art Association, 
$8,300

• Kent Historical Society, 
$11,800

• Kent Singers, $6,900
Salisbury

• Crescendo, $12,500
• Salisbury Association, 

$29,100
• Salisbury Forum, $6,800
• The Northwest Music As-

sociation, $6,400
Sharon

• Sharon Historical Society, 
$12,100

NORTH CANAAN — 
North Canaan Elementary 
School has released its list of 
honors for the first semester of 
the 2021-22 school year.

Fifth Grade
Highest honors

Lainey Diorio, Lyla Diorio, 
Carter Finney, Ryan Hinman, 
Katelyn Holst-Grubbe, Elexis 
Petkovich, Justin Sorrell

High honors
Sophia Bascetta, Connor 

Crane, Destini Dingee, So-
phia Funk, Ava Humes, Riley 
LaPlante, Tyler LaPlante, Au-
tumn McKone, Sofia Paz-Cor-
tez, Roshwen Rivas, Mason 
Routhier, Owen Simmons, 
Olivia Simonds, Julian Swan-
son, Abigail Veilleux, Scarlett 
Visconti, Kaylea Wolfe

Honors
Prestyn Handlowich, Aliha 

Massey

Sixth Grade
Highest honors

Caitlin Devino, Abigail Per-
otti

High honors
Luca Bascetta, Paige Bee-

man, Peyton Bushnell, Teah 
Fredenburg, Giovani Solorza-
no-Lemus, Sierra Szymanski, 
Camdyn Tallon, Erick Trotta, 
Federico Vargas, Collin Walsh

Seventh Grade
Highest honors

Adelyn Diorio, Emeline 
Krauz

High honors
Olivia Claydon, Natasha 

Dennis, Lydia Fleming, Sydney 
Howe, Brayan Lopez-Gonzalez, 
Gustavo Portillo, Carson Riva, 
Ivy Zheng

Eighth grade
Highest honors

Katherine Crane
High honors

Wesley Allyn, Christopher 
Crane, Richard Crane, Alexa 
Meach, Cole Simonds, Lauren 
Sorrell

Honors
Caiden Brewer

Major grants for arts groups

Funds for local food pantry

 North Canaan Elementary School honor roll
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certified 
Technician

If you have Parkinson’s disease or another movement 
disorder, you would probably travel anywhere for 
expert advice. But you only have to visit Winsted, 
where you will find movement disorders specialist 
Dr. Benjamin Dorfman, bringing more of the most 
advanced care. 

To learn more, visit HHCMovementDisorders.orgDr. Benjamin 
Dorfman

80 South Main St. 
Winsted
860.870.6385

Connect with Dr. Benjamin Dorfman 
and more outstanding specialists

Here’s where you’ll find 
expertise in Parkinson’s 
and movement disorders.

WELCOME TO

Winsted
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By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — With 
neighbors being there for 
neighbors, the town dealt with 
COVID-19 while enjoying an 
increase in population num-
bers as out-of-town residents 
sought refuge in their week-
end homes, enjoying all that 
the Cornwall way of life offers.

The food bank served more 
local residents than usual and 
managed to keep supplies re-
plenished. Volunteers were 
generous with time and funds.

West Cornwall gained 
strength in numbers of new 

businesses. Plans for a waste-
water treatment facility that 
could make it possible to have 
more new business ventures are 
awaiting a decision on whether 
federal funding will be granted. 

Fans of the Cogswell Road 
bridge found a reasoned solu-
tion to what neighbors felt were 
major aesthetic problems. A 
solution involved removing 
the top beam and replacing 
it with a wooden rail painted 
forest green (to mute the gleam 
of the steel). 

After monthly task force 
meetings, a couple of forums 
and a public hearing, the town’s 

Navigating the pandemic 
with aplomb in Cornwall

Looking back: 2021

FALLS VILLAGE —  Falls Village Housing Trust’s efforts to 
build an affordable housing complex on River Road was the front-
and-center issue in Falls Village in 2021. The hubbub died down, 
at least temporarily, when the trust’s Jandi Hanna informed the 
Board of Selectmen on Oct. 18 that the group had not received 
a state Community Development Block Grant. 

Such grants were an issue in the affordable housing discus-
sions, with questions raised about the town’s liability if a grant 
was  received but the housing was never built.

To comply with a state mandate for towns to create an afford-
able housing plan by summer 2022, a “task team” was formed, 
led by regional planning consultant Janell Mullen. 

The group produced a report — which the selectmen accepted 
over the objections of some of the group members, who said there 
were numerous factual errors. The selectmen agreed to allow for 
revisions and corrections. The selectmen thanked the group for 
their work and then disbanded it, saying the funds were exhaust-
ed and the work completed. There were also objections to this.

— Patrick L. Sullivan

FV grapples with 
affordable housing

Looking back: 2021
FALLS VILLAGE — 

 After considerable delays, 
the gas station/convenience 
store/deli at the junction of 
Routes 7 and 63 opened for 
business on Feb. 17.

Navigating state bu-
reaucracy is never simple, 
but with the COVID-19 
pandemic added to the 
mix, the delays were extra 
frustrating.

First Selectman Henry 
Todd asked state Rep. Ma-
ria Horn (D-64) for help, 
and the latter obliged.

In a phone interview 
Friday, Feb. 19, Horn said 
state agencies are strug-
gling with the pandemic 
and with people working 
from home.

“So you make some 
calls, be nice about it, and 
they help you.”

— Patrick L. Sullivan

How to get 
the state to 
help you

Looking back: 2021

By Leila Hawken

KENT — Despite 
COVID-19 and its disruptions, 
the town made measurable 
progress in 2021 on several 
fronts.

Early in the year, the town 
agreed to engage with the 
SustainableCT program, ap-
pointing a team to pursue the 
goals leading to certification. 
Meeting those goals may make 
the town eligible for funding to 
support town environmental 
initiatives. The team’s work will 
continue into the new year.

The historic Swift House re-

ceived attention to its roof and 
chimney, both of which had 
been in serious need of repair. 
The projects were completed 
before the end of the year, pro-
tecting against further weather 
damage to the landmark build-
ing.

The closing of Kent Primary 
Care was a huge concern for 
the town this year, as select-
men weighed various options. 
By the end of the year, the best 
option appeared to be provid-
ing reliable transportation for 
those who need medical care.

Emergency Management 
Services (EMS) staff evaluat-

ed what would be needed to 
bring the town into compliance 
with state regulations requiring 
that each town have a viable 
current plan. The selectmen 
agreed to use ARPA funds to 
support the work of updating 
the existing plans and adding 
a mandated pandemic plan, as 
well as equipping EMS space at 
the firehouse.

Training for volunteers is 
also included for maximized 
readiness.

Use of ARPA Funds was 
also approved to install equip-
ment  for hybrid meetings in 
the Town Hall meeting room. 

In Kent, health care and 
infrastructure were priorities

Looking back: 2021

Affordable Housing Plan was 
written and approved — ready 
for submission to the state in 
advance of the state’s dead-
line. The plan has no regula-
tory teeth, but it will serve as 
a guide for discussion by the 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission during the coming 
months.

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — With fund-
raising nearing the $3 million 
goal, anticipation is growing 
for residents who are awaiting 
the start of construction and 
interior restoration work at the 
historic Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, serving the community 
since 1893. 

A well-attended ground-
breaking ceremony on Aug. 7 
celebrated a robust capital cam-
paign that succeeded in raising 
$2.7 million toward a project 
that will handsomely expand 
the present building to provide 
access for handicapped patrons 
and restore and preserve the 
historic interior. The remaining 
$300,000 is earmarked for the 
library’s endowment.

Executive Director Gretch-
en Hachmeister provided an 
update on the construction 
schedule, issuing a statement 
on Wednesday, Dec. 22, de-
tailing reasons for an apparent 
delay.

“The Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon had originally hoped 
to begin restoration work on 
the existing library and the new 
addition this past September. 

“However, as the start date 
approached, construction costs 
began to spike while the avail-
ability of materials shrank, and 
we were advised by our con-
struction professionals that it 
would be prudent to reschedule 
the start of construction for the 
coming spring. 

“This advice is also consis-
tent with our continuing com-
mitment to be good stewards 
of the funds our community 
is investing in the project,” 
Hachmeister said.

Hachmeister joined with 
Library Board President Tom 
Trowbridge in December to re-
quest funding from the boards 
of selectmen and finance. Both 
boards were persuaded to ap-
prove unanimously $50,000 
in town support to help the 
library reach its goal. 

The revised schedule calls 

for work to begin in March 
2022 and to be completed nine 
months later, in January 2023, 
Hachmeister said.

“Fencing will be erected to 
surround the site in the spring 
when construction begins in 
earnest, but we hope that some 
interior restoration work could 
begin during the winter,” she 
said.

Widespread community 
support for this project con-
tinues. Residents who embrace 
the Hotchkiss Library of Sha-
ron and its contributions to 
the community, are invited to 
contribute any amount to help 
to move the fundraising to its 
final goal in the coming weeks.

While awaiting the con-
struction, the library is com-
fortably situated in temporary 
quarters at the American Le-
gion Hall at 15 New St.

Information about the proj-
ect and individual donation 
options can be found at the li-
brary or on the website at www.
hotchkisslibrary.org.

Same story: Construction costs 
delay renovation at library

The Hotchkiss Library is likely to remain at the Herbert Klebes American Legion Hall 
until renovations of the library building are complete, possibly in January 2023.

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — Sharon resi-
dents led the way in 2021 on 
protests to cuts in services pro-
posed for Sharon Hospital. An 
area of particular concern for 
the “Save Sharon Hospital” 
group was the planned elim-
ination of labor and delivery. 

A large group turned out Nov. 
6 on the Sharon Green for a 
protest rally. 

Veterans’ Field gained a 
new playground in 2021, and 
soon afterward a memorial 
bench was added, with a shade 
tree.

Speeding and overuse of 
recreational areas in residential 

neighborhoods remain active 
concerns throughout the town 
and the region. Two townwide 
forums were held at Veterans’ 
Field to gather input. The issue 
continues into the coming year.

Plans for expansion of the 
Town Hall parking lot are mov-
ing ahead, looking toward work 
being done in the coming year.

Sharon feels the impact of  
regional issues and concerns

Looking back: 2021
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Struck fi rmly
 6. Shirt part
12. Nevertheless
16. Article
17. Adornment
18. Educator’s helper
19. Healthcare pro
20. Atomic number 28
21. Extinct fl ightless bird
22. Mystic syllable
23. College sports decision maker 

(abbr.)
24. Edible mushrooms
26. Venerable English monk
28. Surrounded by
30. Forming fractional numbers 

from 4 onwards
31. Eastern France river
32. Short cry or yelp
34. Brew
35. Ornamental box
37. In a way, surfaced
39. Attired
40. Peculation
41. Netted
43. It shows you paid (abbr.)
44. Payroll fi rm
45. Antidiuretic hormone
47. Japanese classical theater
48. The fi rst two
50. Ancient burial chamber
52. Type of card
54. Expression of sorrow or pity
56. Hectoliter
57. Morning
59. NYC subway dweller
60. Law enforcement
61. Sodium
62. Elevated subway
63. Facility where wild animals 

are kept
66. Integrated circuit
67. Seaman’s tool
70. Drink to
71. Small group

CLUES DOWN
 1. Poem
 2. Everest is one (abbr.)
 3. Olympic legend Jesse
 4. Portable tent
 5. When you hope to get there
 6. Unwavering
 7. Back muscle
 8. Within
 9. Excessive fl uid accumulation in 

tissues
10. Six
11. Involved as a necessary part
12. 2002 Liotta, Patric fi lm
13. Living thing

14. Type of gin
15. Moved around in pursuit of 

fun
25. Makes light bulbs
26. Story of one’s life
27. Small island in a river
29. A type of bliss
31. Genus of large herons
33. A way to make dry
36. One’s grandmother
38. Vocal style
39. Pronunciation mark
41. American Indian chief or 

leader
42. Insecticide
43. Go bad
46. Capital of Zimbabwe
47. Polish river
49. Cast out
51. People of India and Sri Lanka
53. Cleaning fabrics

Dec. 23 Solution

Dec. 23 Solution

Sudoku

Senior living  •  Rehabilitation  •  Nursing  •  Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

54. Very skilled
55. Pouches
58. Restaurant must-have
60. Native Americans from 

Arizona
64. Remaining after all 

deductions
65. Fleece
68. Dorm offi cial
69. It cools your home
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NORTH CANAAN — 
Despite disruptions and de-
lays caused by COVID-19, 
the long-awaited state road 
construction project finally 
got underway downtown 
on Route 44, near the rail-
road depot/brewery. The 
work will include improve-
ments to the sidewalks and 
railroad crossing.

Coincidentally, the 
town’s commercial center 
bustled with new busi-
nesses opening — and 
attracting customers in 
such numbers that ade-
quate parking has become 
an issue. 

— Leila Hawken

Looking back: 2021
New businesses 
(and a parking 
shortage) in 
North Canaan

SALISBURY — In early December, workers began 
removing the roof of the  Salisbury Congregational 
Church for the installation of solar panels. The church 
is embarking on a “net-zero” refitting of its heating 
and cooling systems.  The new roof is now in place; 
the solar panels have not been added yet.    

 — Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — The Salis-
bury Housing Committee’s ap-
plication to build an affordable 
housing apartment building at 
11 Holley St. in Lakeville was 
approved by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission on May 
17, with numerous conditions 
and after three separate and 
lengthy sessions of a public 
hearing.

Opponents of the housing 
proposal, represented by attor-
ney Daniel Casagrande, filed a 
lawsuit on June 8. Nobody in-
volved has said anything pub-
licly since.

On July 12, the Board of 
Selectmen voted to extend by 
one year the lease on the town-
owned 11 Holley St. property to 
the Salisbury Housing Commit-
tee. The vote was unanimous.

Interest in the Salisbury 
Housing Committee proposal 
and in affordable housing in 
general was high. On Jan. 27, a 
special meeting of the Afford-
able Housing Commission on 
Zoom ended abruptly because 
the online format could not 
handle the number of people 
who wanted to sign in.

— Patrick L. Sullivan

Looking back: 2021

Looking back: 2021

Lakeville’s housing 
plan approved —
and challenged

A new 
restaurant 
(and a need 
for more 
parking) 

SALISBURY — On Dec. 
13, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission approved the 
application of Firehouse Place 
LLC to change the use of the 
former firehouse on Sharon 
Road (Route 41) to an Italian 
restaurant.

Much of the discussion 
during the public hearing and 
commission deliberations cen-
tered on parking in what is now 
going to be a restaurant-heavy 
area.

The current tenant, Leslie 
Eckstein, who runs the Green 
Cafe and the Studio Lakeville 
fitness center, was not ready to 
discuss her plans for the future 
as of press time.

— Patrick L. Sullivan

Looking back: 2021

SALISBURY — The Connecticut Siting Council, the state 
entity responsible for approving cell tower placements, approved 
a tower at 106 Sharon Road in Lakeville (on the property of the 
Wake Robin Inn) on Aug. 26.

The approved tower will be 94 feet tall. At the moment the 
carrier on the tower will be AT&T, with the possibility of “other 
public or private entities to share space on the proposed tower.”

During a Siting Council public hearing June 29 (held online) 
there was only one comment from the public. Property abutter 
Matthew Asinari said the tower would harm the natural beauty 
of the neighborhood, harm property values, and use radio waves 
that are harmful to human health.

— Patrick L. Sullivan

Lakeville cell tower 
has been approved

Looking back: 2021

Solar light to cast its 
glow on church roof

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

PHOTO BY CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Downtown North Canaan has had a business boom, 
with shops and restaurants thriving despite roadwork.

A new town 
clerk for  
Falls Village

FALLS VILLAGE — 
The Board of Selectmen 
appointed Johanna Mann 
as the new town clerk at a 
special meeting Monday, 
Jan. 3.

Mann will serve a six-
month probationary peri-
od, with reviews every two 
months.

If that goes well, she will 
be appointed for a one-year 
term.

Mann is also required to 
complete necessary certi-
fication requirements. She 
replaces long-time town 
clerk Mary Palmer. 

—Patrick L. SullivanThe Best Regional News Site
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OBITUARIES
Helen Anne Ballantyne

MILLBROOK — Helen 
Anne Ballantyne, 81, 
of Fairfield, Conn., 
passed away peace-
fully after a brief ill-
ness on Jan. 1, 2022, 
at Yale-New Haven 
Hospital.

She was born in 
New York City on Jan. 
20, 1940, the daughter 
of the late Helen (Mulholland) 
and James T. Aspbury Sr., and 
grew up in Millbrook, devel-
oping a lifelong love of horses 
and riding.

After completing high 
school, Helen attended Mary-
mount College in Tarrytown, 
N.Y., graduating as a double 
major in English and drama 
(another lifelong passion). 
She moved to Baltimore, Md., 
completed her master’s degree 
in English at Johns Hopkins 
University and began working 
at Baltimore Center Stage in its 
early days. From there Helen 
moved to a job at the Baltimore 
Sun as a theater and film critic 
and interviewed such legendary 
actors as Myrna Loy and Robert 
Mitchum. It was also at the Sun 
that Helen met her husband, Ed, 
with whom she had 55 years of 
incredibly happy marital ad-
ventures. 

 A longtime resident of Suf-
fern, N.Y., prior to her recent 
move to Fairfield, Helen was be-
loved for her formidable intelli-
gence, humor, energy, warmth, 
vibrancy and devotion to her 
family and friends. She was an 
active member of the liturgical 
team at the Church of the Pre-
sentation in Upper Saddle River, 

N.J., and acted in a number of 
community theater 
productions.

Helen is survived 
by her husband, Ed; 
her daughters, Jessi-
ca Gerber and Les-
lie Ballantyne; her 
grandchildren, John 
and Gillian Gerber; 
her brother, Herb As-

pbury; and a large and loving 
extended family. She was pre-
deceased by her brother, Lt. Col. 
James T. Aspbury Jr.; and her 

grandson, Teddy Gerber.
A private service was held 

on Jan. 5 at St. Anthony of Pad-
ua Church in Fairfield, with a 
larger memorial to take place 
in the spring at the Church of 
the Presentation.

Donations in Helen’s mem-
ory are requested to St. Bal-
drick’s — Team Teddy;  https://
www.stbaldricks.org/events/
mypage/108/2022.

Arrangements are under the 
care of the Spear-Miller Funer-
al Home in Fairfield.

For more obituaries, 
see page A5



of close friends. 
Those who knew her under-

stand why she made 
such a great nurse, 
counselor and patient 
advocate. She had a 
sixth sense about 
people, was incredi-
bly intuitive and truly 
cared for people. 

Make no mistake: 
She was no shrinking 
violet. She stood up 
for her rights and those of oth-
ers. Her motto was Primum, Non 
Nocere (“First, Do No Harm”) 
taken from the AMA.

For 42 years Mary and her 

love, Herb, shared a beautiful, 
active life together. As their 

only child, daugh-
ter Mimi and Mary 
were very close. 

Mary loved her 
grandchildren and 
spent a lot of time 
with them. She and 
Kyle would spend 
many weekends 
when he was young 
going on “adven-

tures” to fairs, events, museums 
etc. and even up in an open-air 
bi-plane. Mary and Zoe loved 
their dress-up, formal tea par-
ties, playing what they called, 

“The Ladies from Baltimore.” 
She was so happy at the arrival 
of her great-grandson, Kane.   

Mary is survived by her 
daughter, Mimi Harson, AKA 
Mary Elizabeth Laidman; her 
beloved grandchildren, Kyle J. 
Laidman and Zoe E. Harson; 
and her great-grandson, Kane 
A. Laidman

She was predeceased by her 
brother, John Towers; and her 
sister, Virginia Towers Frawley. 

Her wit, wisdom and love 
will be greatly missed.

Arrangements are under the 
care of the Kenny Funeral Home 
in Sharon.

OBITUARIES
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77 - 99 South Canaan Road | North Canaan CT 06018
www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

At Geer Village, our rates are all inclusive and affordable. 
Call 860.824.2625 to schedule your in-person or virtual tour. 

It’s never too early to START 
PLANNING for your best senior living.
Don’t struggle with aging at home and the isolation and 
challenges it can bring. Life at Geer Village means less stress 
on you and your family and more chances to live life with 
renewed energy and purpose!  
Benefits of planning:
•	 Make	an	informed	and	confident	decision—you	are	ready	
 when the time comes.
• Avoid the stressful search for care when an emergency arises.  
• The peace of mind knowing there’s a secure plan in place. 
 
At Geer Village, we believe in supporting seniors throughout all 
stages of life. Contact us today to learn more.

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
Pastor Sun Yong Lee

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  
We hope you will join us!

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
The Churches of

Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL
4 PM - St. Bridget
SUNDAY MASSES
8 AM - St. Bernard

10 AM - Sacred Heart
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday, Tuesday,  

Wednesday & First Friday
9 AM - Sacred Heart

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com

Worship Services
Week of January 9, 2022

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Rev. Dr. Martha Tucker
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lime Rock 
In person services on Sundays

8:00 and 10:30 A.M.
Livestream at 10:30 on

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Join our virtual Zoom service on
Sunday, January 9 at 10:30 a.m.

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
Pastor Joy Veronesi

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online Bible studies  

and Sunday services
Join us in our fellowship hall  

for in-person Bible study,  
Thursday,  6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd.,  
Salisbury, CT

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340

allsaintsofamerica.us

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 10:00 A.M.

518-789-3138

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 6, 2022, Thursday, January 6, 2022

MILLBROOK — Christina 
(Lang) Assael, 75,  passed away 
Dec. 21, 2021, at her 
home in Millbrook.

Christina was 
born June 15, 1946, 
in Karlshamn, Swe-
den, a daughter of 
Elsa Charlotta and 
Gosta Robert Lang. 
She graduated with 
an International Bac-
calaureate in Modern Languag-
es. Moving abroad in 1968, she 
began a career as a model and 
commercial actress in London 
and Paris, followed by New 
York City, for a span of 13 years.

 She then spent close to five 
years at Sotheby’s, New York, 
as liaison to top clients, as well 
as earning a Certificate in Inte-
rior Design from the New York 
School of Interior Design.  Upon 
leaving Sotheby’s, she entered 
into her own business as a Pri-
vate Advisor and Agent in Fine 
Art and Antiques.  

She married Salvador J. As-
sael in 1991. They had two chil-
dren. During their marriage she 
was active in philanthropy.

After her husband’s death 
in April 2011, she took over 
the family business in cultured 
pearls and precious stones as 
president and CEO of Assael, 
Inc., New York City.  Most re-

cently she lived in Millbrook 
with her children.  

She served as a 
board member for 
the American Friends 
of the London Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, 
American-Scandi-
navian Foundation, 
Annette Urso Rickel 
Family Foundation, 
Chamber Music Soci-

ety of Lincoln Center, The Cos-
mopolitan Club, Foreign Policy 
Association, Indian Mountain 
School, Karolinska Institutet, 
Kildonan School, The Millbrook 
School, Natural Resources De-
fense Council, Network 20/20, 
New York Council for the Hu-
manities and World Childhood 
Foundation.

Christina fought passionately 
for the causes she believed in, to 
create a fairer, greener and more 
just society. She had a deep love 
of animals, kept horses, donkeys, 
sheep, cows and chickens at her 
home for many years and always 
had a dog by her side.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
gifts should be made in hon-
or of Christina Lang Assael to 
Greenpeace or Glioblastoma 
Foundation.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Sophia and Robert Lang 
Assael of Millbrook, Edward 

Christina (Lang) Assael

MILLERTON — Thomas F. 
Healy III, 63, passed on to be 
with the Lord on the evening 
of Dec. 27, 2021, at the Kaplan 
Family Hospice Residence in 
Newburgh, N.Y.

Born Feb. 25, 1958, in Sha-
ron, he was the son of the late 
Kathleen C. and Thomas F. 
Healy. Tom attended school in 
Pine Plains in his early years 
and was a graduate of Webu-
tuck High School in Amenia.

Mr. Healy lived a challeng-
ing, yet simple, yet inspiring 
adult life battling illness. De-
spite his life challenges, he 
will be remembered as a quiet, 
peaceful man with a friendly 
demeanor, his hair only slowly 
changing to gray, loving to take 
walks and always ready to share 
time with his favorites, a cup of 
coffee or a can of Coke. Tom 

did abide.
Mr. Healy is survived by 

his brother and sister-in- law, 
James Healy and Thanh Nguy-
en of Fort Worth, Texas; his 
nephew, Matthew Goodacre 
of Lakeville; and his nieces, 
Tanya, Cynthia and Olivia, all 
of Texas. 

A graveside service and 
burial took place on Dec. 31, 
at Evergreen Cemetery in 
Pine Plains, the Rev. William 
Mayhew officiating. Memori-
al donations may be made to 
MHA of Dutchess County, 253 
Mansion St., Poughkeepsie, NY 
12601. 

Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Scott D. Conk-
lin Funeral Home in Millerton. 
To send an online condolence 
to the family, please visit www.
conklinfuneralhome.com.

Thomas F. Healy III

CORNWALL — David 
Chamberlain Heininger, 63, 
of Snowflake, Ariz., 
died Dec. 18, 2021, 
at Summit Hospital 
in Show Low, Ariz. 
Kathryn, his wife of 
39 years, was at his 
bedside. 

David, the son 
of Dorothy (née 
C h a m b e r l a i n ) 
and Robert M. 
Heininger, was born in Tor-
rington in 1958 and grew up 
in Cornwall. He was a graduate 
of Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School (1976) and the 
culinary program of Johnson 
& Wales University in Provi-
dence, R.I.

In high school, he was the 
designated chauffeur for many 
adventures as his first car, a 
vintage NYC yellow Check-
er cab, had room for several 
friends.  Friends from those 
days will remember his mu-
sical gifts and his talent as a 
magician.

After college, David moved 
to Tucson to help his parents 
settle into retirement, where 
he met Kathryn. David and 
Kathryn returned to the east, 
residing in Millerton for a pe-
riod in the 1980s, during which 
time David was employed at 
the Interlaken Inn in Lakeville.  
His culinary creativity secured 
the inn’s reputation as the place 
for brunch in the area.  

David was a master chef and 
confectioner who worked over 
the course of his life in many 
aspects of the food business. 
After various successful culi-

nary endeavors and operating 
a property renovation business 

together in the Tucson 
area, David and Kath-
ryn moved to Snow-
flake in 2000, living 
off-grid, nestled against 
Black Mesa. 

There they found-
ed Black Mesa Ranch, 
an award-winning 
goat cheese and candy 
business. David was the 

heart and soul of Black Mesa 
Ranch. His goat cheeses and 
candies were celebrated around 
the country.

Retiring the cheese and 
ranching endeavor in 2018, 
they recently purchased a home 
outside Snowflake, where they 
relocated their artisan fudge 
and candy business, Epic 
Fine Chocolates. Kathryn will 
continue the business, which 
features David’s recipes and 
designs. 

David’s affable manner and 
wealth of imagination and 
talent drew people to him 
throughout his life. He was also 
a skilled artist and craftsman 
and a master negotiator, caus-
ing many car dealers to ask, 
“Wait …what just happened?”   

In addition to Kathryn (née 
Collier), his soulmate and part-
ner in business, he leaves a sis-
ter, Cynthia, and her partner 
James Feeney, of Philadelphia, 
Pa.; and many devoted friends.  

David had a beautiful soul 
and immense zest for life. He 
will be deeply missed.

A celebration of life will be 
planned for a later date, con-
tingent on COVID restrictions.

David Chamberlain Heininger

SALISBURY — Mary Agnus 
(Towers) Laidman, 97, died Jan. 
1, 2022. She was the wife for 42 
years of Dr. Herbert Andrew 
Laidman, who predeceased her 
in 1987.

Mary was born in Brook-
lyn, N.Y., on Jan. 31, 1924, 
the daughter of the late Mary 
(Campbell) and Daniel John 
Towers.

She graduated  from Pros-
pect Heights Hospital with an 
R.N. degree in 1945 and then 
attended Columbia Universi-
ty, where she received a B.S. in 
Nursing. Mary was a nurse for 
many years in the greater metro 
New York area. 

Later in life, she attend-
ed the Westchester School of 
Counseling and Psychotherapy, 
where she received a degree in 
addiction counseling. Mary 
worked for more than 12 years 
at Serenity Hill, later Parkside 
Lodge (now Mountainside) in 
North Canaan. She developed 
and ran the Family Program 
there and was the assistant 
manager. 

She was also a volunteer for 
more than 12 years at Sharon 
Hospital as a patient represen-
tative. 

She was an avid swimmer 
and a longtime member of the 
Kilpatrick Athletic Center in 
Great Barrington, where she 
swam three to four times a 
week and developed a group 

Mary Agnus (Towers) Laidman

KENT — Michael Wilfrid 
Sheldon of Kent passed away 
at home peacefully after a pro-
longed battle with cancer at the 
age of 75.

He was born Sept. 30, 1946, 
in Lynn, Mass., the son of the 
late Merna (Meekin) and Wil-
frid Sheldon. 

He graduated from Dan-
bury High School in 1964 then 
served four years as a United 
States Marine, including a tour 
in Vietnam. 

On Dec. 28, 1968, he mar-
ried Linda Menti at the Con-
gregational Church in Bethel, 
Conn. 

Michael’s passion for litera-
ture drove him to earn a bach-
elor’s degree in English from 
Western Connecticut State 
University. 

The couple moved to Kent 
in 1977 to raise their family of 
five children. For 30 years Mi-
chael was the sole owner of his 

concrete construction business, 
retiring in 2007.

In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by his five children, 
Matthew Sheldon, Marnie 
Miller and her husband, Todd, 
Megan Romanoff and her hus-
band, Alex, Luke Sheldon and 
his wife, Meadow, and Nathan 
Sheldon and his wife, Beth; 
his sisters, Melanie and Oliv-
ia Sheldon; his grandchildren, 
Olivia, Madeleine and Saman-
tha Sheldon, Maxwell, Char-
lotte and Peter Miller, Mason 
and Luke Romanoff, Anders 
and Felix Sheldon and Avery 
Sheldon. 

He was predeceased by his 
brother, Scott Sheldon.

The family has decided to 
have a private graveside service 
and requests that any family 
and friends who wish to show 
their sympathy make a contri-
bution in Mike’s name to the 
American Cancer Society.

Michael Wilfrid Sheldon

MILLERTON — Camille 
Ann Socci, 76, a 10-year resi-
dent of Millerton and 
formerly a longtime 
Wingdale, N.Y., res-
ident died Thursday, 
Dec. 23, 2021, at 
Danbury Hospital 
following a lengthy 
illness. 

Mrs .  S occi 
worked as a therapy 
aide at the former 
Harlem Valley Psy-
chiatric Center in Wingdale for 
many years while raising and 
caring for her family.

Born Dec. 16, 1945, in 
Stamford, Conn., she was the 
daughter of the late Gertrude 
G. (Cruciano) and Frank V. 
Marciano. 

On July 18, 1970, at Sacred 
Heart Church in Stamford, 
Conn., she married Mario Socci 
Sr. Their loving marriage lasted 
over 51 years. Mr. Socci survives 
at his home in Millerton. 

Camille was a lady with 
a great sense of humor. Her 
comforting and accepting na-
ture was something that her 
family and close friends were 
profoundly grateful for. 

She became “Mom” to many 
of her son’s friends over the 
years and was a doting “Nana” 
and “Nina” to her beloved 
grandchildren. 

Camille enjoyed baking and 
sewing in her spare time and 

she was also an avid reader. She 
will be dearly missed by her lov-

ing family and many 
friends.

In addition to her 
beloved husband, Ma-
rio Sr., Camille is sur-
vived by her two loving 
sons and their spouses, 
Mario Socci Jr. and his 
wife, Monica, of Wing-
dale and James Socci 
and his wife, Heather, 
of Millerton; her be-

loved grandchildren, Angela 
Socci and her fiancé, Ronny 
Johnson, Conchetta Socci, Lu-
ciano Socci and Giuseppe Socci; 
her dear sister, Deborah Lag-
an and her husband, Frank, of 
Stamford; her sister, Sophie Bu-
falini and her husband, Vince, 
of Apopka, Fla.; and her brother, 
Michael V. Marciano and his 
wife, Joyce. 

Funeral services were held  
on Thursday, Dec. 30, at the 
Scott D. Conklin Funeral Home 
in Millerton, the Rev. William 
Mayhew officiating. 

In accordance with Camille’s 
wishes, cremation followed at 
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the North East/
Millerton Library, 75 Main St., 
Millerton, NY 12546. To send 
flowers, plant a tree in Camille’s 
memory or send an online 
condolence, please visit www.
conklinfuneralhome.com.

Opoku of Millbrook and Arlette 
Assael of Arizona; her sister, Pia 
Lang of Vaxjo, Sweden; and nu-
merous loving nieces, nephews, 
extended family, great friends 
and her loyal staff.

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Salvador Assael; and 
her parents.

A memorial tribute and 
time for remembrances to cel-
ebrate Christina’s life will be 
at a later date. In keeping with 
her wishes, the rite of crema-
tion has been accorded. Allen 
Funeral Homes in Millbrook  
has been entrusted with her 
services.

Camille Ann Socci
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
TAX COLLECTOR

TOWN OF CANAAN
Pursuant to Sec. 12-145 of 

the Connecticut statutes, the 
Tax Collector, Town of Canaan 
gives notice that she will be 
ready to receive Supplemental 
Motor Vehicle taxes and the 
2nd installment of Real Estate 
& Personal Property taxes due 
January 1, 2022 at the Canaan 
Town Hall, PO Box 47, 108 
Main St., Falls Village, CT 
06031.

 Office Hours: Monday’s 
9-12, 1-4 and Wednesdays 
9-Noon.

Payments must be received 
or postmarked by February 1, 
2022 to avoid interest.

All taxes remaining unpaid 
after February 1, 2022 will be 
charged interest from January 
1, 2022 at the rate of 1.5% for 
each month from the due 
date of the delinquent tax to 
the date of payment, with a 
minimum interest charge of 
$2.00. Sec. 12-146

Failure to receive a tax bill 
does not relieve the taxpayer 
of their responsibility for the 
payment of taxes or delinquent 
charges. Sec.12-30. Dated at 
Town of Canaan, Connecticut, 
this 15th day of December 
2021.

Rebecca Juchert-Derungs, 
CCMC

Canaan Tax Collector
12-23-21
01-06-22
01-20-22

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF KENT

The second installment 
of the Real Estate, Personal 
Property and the Motor 
Vehicle Supplemental tax 
for the Grand List of 2020 is 
due and payable January 1, 
2022. The second installment 
of the Real Estate, Personal 
Property and Motor Vehicle 

Supplemental tax for the 
Grand List of 2020 will become 
delinquent on Wednesday, 
February 2, 2022.

 As soon as the tax becomes 
delinquent, it shall be subject 
to interest at the rate of 1.5% 
per month from January 1, 
2022 until the same is paid.

Bills may be viewed on line 
by going to the Tax Collector’s 
page of the Town of Kent 
website at www.townofkentct.
org.

The Tax Collector’s office 
will be open from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday and there is 
a drop box at the front door 
of Town     
Hall. Payment is also welcome 
through the mail at P. O. Box 
311, Kent, Connecticut 06757.

Credit cards are not 
accepted in the office but you 
may pay online by going to 
www.officialpayments.com.

 Deborah Devaux CCMC
Tax Collector

12-23-21
01-06-22
01-20-22

Legal Notice
Notice is hereby given, that 

there will be a caucus of all 
enrolled Republican electors 
of the town of Salisbury on 
January 10, 2022 at 5:00pm, at 
49 Reservoir Road, Lakeville, 
CT, to endorse candidates 
for the Republican Town 
Committee.
Submitted by Tom Morrison 

Chair, Salisbury RTC
12-16-21
01-06-22

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

JOHN F. CLARK
Late of Salisbury

(21-00559)
 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, 

District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 13, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Robert F. Clerk
c/o Timothy A. Daley
123 Mountain Road
PO Box 431
Suffield, CT 06078

 Megan M. Foley
Clerk

01-06-22

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

TONIA J. MOODY
Late of Canaan

(21-00575)
 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 16, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Bertha Moody
45 Facchin Street
Falls Village, CT 06031

Megan M. Foley
 Clerk

01-06-22

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

DONALD L. CUNEO
Late of Lakeville

(19-00066)
 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 16, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 

to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Frances S. Cuneo
c/o Mark J. Capecelatro
Mark J. Capecelatro, LLC
117 Main St.-Box 1045
Canaan, CT 06018

 Megan M. Foley
Clerk

01-06-22

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

BETTY J. ACKERMAN
Late of Sharon

(21-00557)
 The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 13, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Gary V. Ackerman, Jr.
233 E Ancram Road
Ancramdale, NY 12503

Megan M. Foley
 Clerk

01-06-21

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF HANS J. 

MEILI
Late of New York

AKA HANS JOERG MEILI
AKA

JOERG MEILI
(21-00529)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 
Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 13, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Carla J. Meili
c/o Allan Brian Rappleyea
Corbally, Gartland & 

Rappleyea, LLC
35 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Megan M. Foley
Clerk

01-06-21

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

LYLE WHITTLESEY
Late of Canaan

AKA Lyle Bernard 
Whittlesey

AKA Lyle B. Whitlesey
(21-00545)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick, 
Judge of the Court of Probate, 
District of Litchfield Hills 
Probate Court, by decree 
dated December 14, 2021, 
ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary 
at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

The fiduciary is:
Neil B. Whittlesey
254 Looking Glass Hill 

Road
Morris, CT 06763

Beth L McGuire
Chief Clerk

01-06-21

TAX COLLECTOR
TOWN OF SALISBURY CT

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to Sec 12-145 of 

the Connecticut State Statutes, 
the taxpayers of the Town of 
Salisbury are hereby notified 
that the third installment on 
the Grand List of October 1, 
2020 is due and payable on 
January 1, 2022.

Pursuant to Section 12-
71b of the Connecticut State 
Statutes, the Supplemental 
Motor Vehicle tax is due on 
January 1, 2022. Payments must 
be received or postmarked by 

February 1, 2022. If said Real 
Estate, Personal Property and 
Supplemental Motor Vehicle 
taxes are not paid on or before 
February 1, 2022, interest at 
the rate of one and one half 
percent (18% per year) will 
be added for each month or a 
fraction thereof which elapses 
from the time when such tax 
becomes due and payable until 
the same is paid. Minimum 
interest charge is $2.00.

 Taxes can be paid by mail 
addressed to: Tax Collector, 
P.O. Box 338, Salisbury, CT 
06068 or at Town Hall, 27 Main 
Street, Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, 9am-4pm or may be 
dropped off in the drop box 
located in the vestibule of 
the Town Hall, 9am-4pm, 
Monday through Friday, or 
online at acipayonline.com, 
jurisdiction code 1759 (there 
is a fee for this service.) Dated 
at Town of Salisbury CT this 
9th day of December 2021.

Jean F. Bell, CCMC
 Tax Collector

Salisbury CT 06068
12-23-21
01-06-22
01-20-22

The deadline for legal 
notices is Friday at 4 
p.m. for publication the 
following Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com
or mailed to 

The Lakeville Journal, 
ATTN: Legal Notices, PO 
Box 1688, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to www.tricornernews.com/
legalnotices to view current and 
past legal notices.
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The Historic Festival over Labor Day weekend is one of 
the highlights of the season at Lime Rock Park. 

ongoing noise concerns from 
the Lime Rock Citizens Coun-
cil. He also said LRP is working 
with the State Police and the 
town to address speeding on 
local roads.

Riegel said the new own-
ership wishes to expand the 
activities at Lime Rock Park, 
with an emphasis on the word 
“park.”

Riegel cited the 2022 Trade 
Secrets, an annual fundraising 
event for Women’s Support 
Services, as an example of an 
activity that is not related to 
motor sports.

He said the track will sub-
mit an application to build an 
“events chalet” that will be bet-

ter suited for indoor events.
Also in the works are plans 

to expand the infield kitchen, 
which will replace the outfield 
kitchen and eliminate the 
need to cook food in the out-
field kitchen and then drive it 
around to the infield.

In the B Paddock, LRP plans 
to build garages, which will 
reduce the number of vehicles 
arriving by trailer for racing 
events.

Further down the road are 
plans for a “hospitality area” in 
the outfield, with a hotel, din-
ing and a museum.

Riegel said the ultimate goal 
is to make LRP a four-season 
tourist destination.

shipped out of state.
This in turn means signifi-

cantly higher fees for partic-
ipating municipalities. Kirk 
said Connecticut is already 
shipping some 400,000 tons 
of waste out of state now. The 
Hartford material will add an-
other 500,000 tons.

Nobody is happy about this. 
Kirk said “dumping in poor 
rural communities” in other 
states will almost certainly 

cause environmental problems 
in the future.

There are four similar 
trash-to-energy plants in the 
state, but they are all at capac-
ity, Kirk said.

Stein said that DEEP’s focus 
is on longterm initiatives, but 
“none of these things are man-
dated by the Legislature.”

He said he doesn’t anticipate 
any significant change in the 
situation in the short term.

perspective, this was clearly 
expedient. And it would allow 
BNE to ignore the wind regula-
tions and setback requirements 
enacted in 2014.

The Golds scrambled to find 
a lawyer, and in early March 
2020, along with the Grant 
Swamp Group, they requested 
intervenor status in the coun-
cil’s proceedings as new abut-
ters to the proposed windfarm 
expansion. Their request was 
denied. The approval had been 
given.

No oversight on  
Siting Council

The Connecticut Siting 
Council is intended by statute 
as a nine-member board whose 
siting authority supersedes all 
local land-use agencies. Ap-
pointments to it are made by 
the commissioner of the Con-
necticut Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection 
and the governor, among oth-
ers. For several years, however, 
the Siting Council has had only 
seven members. And according 
to Michael Klemens, a Salis-

bury resident and a conserva-
tion ecologist who served on 
the council from 2012 to 2019, 
it has had no chairman or vice 
chairman since 2019.

The approval for BNE’s new 
turbine was made not by the 
council’s members but by its 
executive director, Melanie 
Bachman, in a two-page letter 
dated March 6, 2020. There is 
no record that any member of 
the council was consulted, gave 
input, or took notice of the new 
turbine’s siting.

The Golds felt strongly the 
unfairness of being denied 
the right to raise questions or 
present data before the Siting 
Council. A period of legal 
jousting followed. Eventually 
the Golds and their allies were 
free to appeal the ruling in Su-
perior Court.

The case was heard on Nov. 
29, and the court’s decision, 
issued the following day, sided 
strongly with the Golds. Again 
and again Judge John L. Cor-
dani pointed to the irregular-
ity of approving a new piece 

of equipment on a previously 
unconsidered parcel of land 
as a modification to an earlier 
approval. 

“It is not possible to divorce 
the environmental compati-
bility and public need con-
siderations to be made by the 
Council from the particular 
location under consideration,” 
he writes. 

Cordani found that the 
council and its executive di-
rector acted unlawfully. He 
faulted Bachman for making 
a decision entrusted by stat-
ute to the council proper. And 
he characterized the council’s 
failure to reverse Bachman’s 
decision on appeal as “a clear 
error of law.” 

The procedure used in ap-
proving BNE’s third turbine, 
by circumventing the proto-
cols put in place for siting de-
cisions and undermining the 
public’s participation, “is an-
tithetical to the very purpose 
and function of the Council, 
which is to publicly deliberate 
and make siting decisions.”

Waiting to see  
what happens next

“We finally feel listened to,” 
says Julia Gold, who describes 
the 18 months spent fighting the 
Siting Council as “like having 
a second job.” The process was 
costly as well as time-consum-
ing. And Gold is still cautious 
about declaring victory, uncer-
tain what steps the council or 
BNE Energy might take next.

In an interview, Michael Kle-
mens forcefully registered his 
amazement at the council’s ex-
ecutive director making a uni-
lateral decision in contravention 
of the council’s statutes. 

“Council members are sup-
posed to be the decision makers, 
not staff,” he added. “The coun-
cil subsequently supported her 
decision, which is even more 
troubling.” 

He cites the vacancies on the 
council and the lack of strong 
leadership as possible contrib-
uting factors.

“I hope it’s a wake-up call 
to the council members,” said 
Julia Gold.

time to build than now,” said 
O’Connell. Inflation, price in-
creases, delays in delivery, sup-
ply shortages and the overall 
logistics of such a large project 
have temporarily shelved the 
plan, he said.

“Vendors aren’t willing to 
commit for more than 30 days. 
We’ve had to put the project on 
hold until the cost of construc-
tion stabilizes to some degree. 
It makes no sense to do it at the 
most expensive time.”

To date, in addition to pri-
vate donations and  $22 million 
in state funding, the project is 
being supported through a $2 
million grant from the Con-
necticut Office of Policy and 
Management (OPM) to cover 
costs for design work and ar-
chitectural plans.

Conversion and  
new construction

Under the original proposal, 
the new nursing facility would 

replace the existing aging and 
insufficient structure built in 
1969. It would be situated on 
the southern, 45-acre portion 
of the North Canaan campus. 
Phase Two of the project calls 
for converting the original 
nursing home into 30 afford-
able residences similar to the 
one-bedroom apartments cur-
rently offered at Beckley House 
on campus. 

The cost to renovate the an-
tiquated nursing home, which 
includes replacing the electri-
cal, plumbing and heating and 
cooling systems, is not included 
in the new facility’s price tag.

“We definitely need to build 
this new building. We have the 
Certificate of Need, and we’re 
not sure if we let it expire that 
we can get another one,” said 
O’Connell. “It’s difficult coming 
out of a pandemic to demon-
strate that you’re financially 
strong and able to take on that 

kind of debt.”
According to the Geer ad-

ministrator, the pandemic has 
taken a toll on nursing homes 
statewide. “The average census 
for nursing homes is around 
78% or 79% percent, which is 
low compared to the norm of 
85% and above.”

Difficult  
to quarantine

COVID-19 has, in some 
ways, helped to strengthen de-
sign plans for the new nursing 
facility, said O’Connell. Cur-
rently, most of the rooms are 
double occupancy, and it was 
“extremely challenging” having 
to maintain a certain portion of 
the building for quarantine, he 
noted. “We had to have dedi-
cated space and dedicated staff 
that couldn’t mix with the rest 
of the building.”

The proposed state-of-
the-art nursing facility would 
feature private rooms and 

bathrooms, secure screening 
areas, installation of upgraded 
HVAC systems that would al-
low each room to have its own 
air flow system, and a negative 
pressure area that could force 
potential contaminants outside 
the building.

The floor plan also needs to 
work more efficiently, said the 
Geer CEO. “We have to make 
this easy and efficient for staff 
to provide care but still make it 
feel like home for the residents.”

If construction costs keep 
rising, the project may need to 
be downsized, said O’Connell, 
but regardless, construction 
will begin before the state Cer-
tificate of Need expires. “Even 
if we couldn’t find a way to get 
past the cost, we will be look-
ing at whether there is an op-
tion for modifying the existing 
building. We are going to do 
something, but our desire is to 
construct the new building.”
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Gingerbread Houses That  
Are Adorable and Earnest
Gingerbread season 

is over for now, but 
the memories and 

calories linger on. Perhaps 
the happiest use for these 
delicious cookies — for 
those of us who worry 
about gingerbread over-
load on our hips — is the 
decorative gingerbread-
house that can be admired 
but must not be eaten.

The town of Kent, 
Conn., wrapped up its gin-
gerbread festival at the end 
of December. For photos 
and a list of the winning 
entries, go to www.kentct-
gingerbreadfest.com.

Salisbury, Conn., hosted 
a smaller-scale ginger-
bread house competition 
through its recreation 
commission. The entries 
were adorable and earnest. 
The following prizes were 
awarded:

• First place: Anra Ar-
millo and Molly Gochman 
for The Snowy House 

• Second place: Aeven, 
Oona Mascavage and 
Nana, for The Gingerbread 
Village 

• Third place: Emily, 
Aman and Carmela Egan 
for Egans A-Frames.

— Cynthia Hochswender 

Not every gingerbread house has to be a mansion. 
Perhaps it’s even more appropriate to make a ski 
chalet, as the Egan family members did for the 
Salisbury, Conn., gingerbread competition.

A LOVELY NEW BOOK 
TO READ BY THE FIRE

The delightful but 
hectic mania of the 
holiday season is 
now over and we can 
return to quarantining 
peacefully in our own 
homes, perhaps en-
joying a cup of tea by 
the fire while reading a 
good book. 

Perhaps all the 
books you received as 
gifts were in an audi-
ble or digital format. 
That’s lovely but not 
quite as homely and 

old-fashioned as a 
printed tome. In par-
ticular, printed books 
that are wonderful to 
curl up with by the 
fire are ones that were 
written by your friends 
and neighbors. 

We are featuring a 
few such titles in these 
special articles, in 
which we also wel-
come a new and we 
hope better year.

 — Cynthia  
Hochswender

The History and the 
Thrills of Ski Jumping 
in New England

LOCAL AUTHORS: HUNTER O. LYLE

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Every February, the 
Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association (SWSA) 
hosts Jumpfest at Satre 
Hill in Salisbury, Conn., 
a weekend-long compe-
tition for ski jumpers. 
While she will not be 
competing in the event’s 
96th rendition in 2022, 
seasoned jumper Ariel 
(Picton) Kobayashi’s 
book details the winter 
sport and its impact on 
the Northeast. 

Kobayashi, whose 
new book is “Ski Jump-
ing in the Northeast,” is 
no stranger to Jumpfest. 
While she had been ski-
ing since she was 3 years 
old, Kobayashi’s jumping 
career started when she 
attended Jumpest at the 
age of 9.

Part of the attraction 
for her, even at that 
young age, was Salisbury.

“It’s an awesome 
community and it was 
great to be a part of that 
community. You really 
get to know everyone.”

Kobayashi started 
competing throughout 
the Northeast and even 
competed in Anchorage, 
Alaska, and Steamboat 
Springs, Colo., during the 
Junior Olympic compe-
titions in 2003 and 2004  
— events which are now 
called Junior Nationals 
and Junior Champion-
ships. This year’s Junior 
Nationals will also be 
held in Salisbury, at Satre 
Hill, from Feb. 22 to 26. 

Eventually, however, it 
just became too difficult 
for Kobayashi to get 
training and practice 
time. 

“Ski jumping is largely 
a volunteer-run sport 

in New England,” she 
explained. “You need 
volunteers to get the hills 
ready. Most of the coach-
es are also volunteers.” 

Eventually, she said, 
“the only time I was  able 
to get time to practice 
was on the weekends. 
It became really hard to 
advance in the sport.” 

Although she had 
been a very successful 
jumper, Kobayashi took 
a hiatus when she was 
15 — but returned to the 
sport several years later, 
while living in Vermont. 
She began to watch jump 
competitions and her 
love of the sport was 
rekindled.

She decided to return 
to the Northwest Corner 
of Connecticut  in 2016, 
to coach young  Salis-
bury jumpers. She stuck 
with it for four years, 
but then moved to New 
Hampshire and started a 
family. 

“Ski Jumping in the 
Northeast,” began as 
a senior project while 
she was a student at the 
State University of New 
York at  Purchase. Over 
the years, it developed 
into a history of the sport 
here in New England, 
with nitty gritty details of 
the competitions.  

“I hope this book in-
spires more people to get 
involved in ski jumping, 
as a volunteer or as a 
jumper,” she said. “It’s a 
tight-knit but welcoming 
community to be a part 
of. I think that’s why I 
love the sport so much.”

The book will be 
useful for the many fans 
of ski jumping in the 
Tri-state region — but 
perhaps it will be most 
valuable to those people 
who have never come out 
to the hill in Salisbury to 
watch the annual jump 
competition. This year’s 
Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association Jumpfest will 
be held from Feb. 11 to 
13. Keep an eye on the 
website at www.jumpfest.
org for the schedule and 
for details on COVID-19 
precautions. 

“Ski Jumping in the 
Northeast” by Ariel 
(Picton) Kobayashi can 
be found at Amazon.com 
and BarnesandNoble.
com and can be ordered 
through local bookstores.

Movie Musicals: ‘More Stars  
Than There Are In Heaven’

STREAMING: ED FERMAN

The Golden Age of 
MGM musicals be-
gan about 1935 with 

Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers in “Top Hat” and 
ended around 1958 with 
Vincente Minnelli’s “Gigi.” 
Covering this cornucopia 
of treasures is beyond 
the scope of this column. 
Fortunately, MGM did it 
for me in this 1974 film 
celebrating its 50th  
anniversary with high-
lights from its musicals: 
“That’s Entertainment.”

Your hosts are Frank 
Sinatra, Gene Kelly, Liz 
Taylor, Jimmy Stewart, Fred 
Astaire, Bing Crosby, Mick-
ey Rooney and others, who 
stroll around MGM’s shab-
by backlot, where many of 
the movies were made. 

Here is a brief sample of 
the more than 85 musical 
numbers they introduce: 

• Nelson Eddy and Jea-
nette MacDonald, “Indian 
Love Call”; Debbie Reyn-
olds, “Aba Daba Honey-
moon”; Esther Williams, 
“Million Dollar Mermaid” 
— couldn’t sing or dance 
but she was beautiful and 
could hold her breath for 

three minutes.
• Gene Kelly, Frank 

Sinatra and Jules Manshin, 
“New York, New York” 
from “On the Town”; Bing 
and Frank, “Well, Did You 
Evah” from “High Society”; 
Maurice Chevalier, “Thank 
Heaven for Little Girls” 
from “Gigi.”

• William Warfield, “Ol’ 
Man River” from “Show-
boat”; Donald O’Connor, 
“Make ‘Em Laugh” from 
“Singin’ in the Rain”; Judy 
Garland, “Over the Rain-
bow” from the most pop-
ular movie in film history, 
the first in Technicolor, the 
enduring “The Wizard of 
Oz.” 

• The incomparable 
Fred Astaire, dancing with 
Ginger, with Cyd Charisse, 
“Dancing in the Dark,” 
from “The Band Wagon,” 
with a hat rack in “Royal 
Wedding,” and with Elea-
nor Powell in an amazing 
tap dance from “Broad-
way Melody of 1940,” after 
which Sinatra remarks: 
“You can wait around and 
hope, but you’ll never see 
the likes of this again.”

The finale is the beauti-

ful “An American in Paris 
Ballet” with Gene Kelly and 
Leslie Caron. 

“That’s Entertainment” 
can be seen on HBO Max. 
Two sequels are also avail-
able, from 1976 and 1994.

Hollywood musicals 
are still made of course, 
although they are quite 
different from the MGM 
movies, which projected 
pure happiness. These sto-
ries are more complicated, 
touching, even tragic.

Most folks loved “La La 
Land” (2016), including 
me. Some dissented, argu-
ing that the stars weren’t 
big enough. Maybe, but 
Ryan Gosling and Emma 
Stone are charming and 
graceful enough to pull off 
Damien Chazelle’s al-
most-Oscar-winning film. 

It opens with a terrific 
MGM-style production: 
Young dreamers stuck in 
traffic jump out of their 
cars and dance on the 
freeway. Then it settles 
into a melancholy tale of 
an aspiring actress and a 
jazz pianist who fall in love. 
Justin Hurwitz’s score won 
many awards, as did his 

songs “City of Dreams” and 
“The Fools Who Dream.” 

Stream “La La Land” on 
Hulu or rent it on Amazon.

Bradley Cooper’s 2018 
remake of “A Star Is Born” 
is an even better musical, 
mainly due to Lady Gaga, 
a true star who can real-
ly sing. Cooper isn’t bad 
either. 

This is the story of a 
doomed marriage between 
country singer Jackson 
Maine and his singer-song-
writer wife, Ally. Ally is on 
her way up and Jackson on 
his way down. Is there a 
sadder scene in film than 
the one of Jackson’s dog, 
Charlie, lying in front of the 
garage door? 

Stream “A Star Is Born” 
on HBO Max, rent it on 
Amazon.

Each of the above films 
cost about $40 million to 
produce. The budget for 
the 2007 film “Once” was 
about $150,000. It was later 
produced on Broadway, 
winning the 2012 Tony for 
Best Musical. It tells the 
story of two struggling mu-
sicians in Dublin, played by 
Glen Hansard and Marketa 
Irglova.  They also wrote 
the music, and their song 
“Falling Slowly” won the 
2008 Oscar for Best Origi-
nal Song. Do not miss this 
small treasure. 

“Once” can be seen on 
Amazon.

skilled therapy in the comfort of your home

Drew Matsen PT, DPT, OCS, TPI
Orthopedic Certified Specialist  |  Titleist Performance Institute 

• Manual Therapy & Myofascial Release 
• Sports Rehabilitation
• Post Surgical Recovery 

• Golf Specific Rehabilitation
• Full Body Orthopedic Therapy
• Posture & Ergonomic Training

(914) 474-3129 matsenppt@gmail.com

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.
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ADVERTISE 
IN COMPASS
Support the arts 
coverage you 
find each week in 
Compass. Your ad 
dollars help us tell 
readers about artists 
who continue to 
create and entertain 
during the pandemic.

Send items to calendar@lakevillejournal.com. All entries  
can be found at www.TriCornerNews.com/events-calendar. 

TRI-CORNER 
CALENDAR

 ART
The Clark Art Museum, 225 

South St., Williamstown, Mass. 
www.clarkart.edu
Competing Currents: 20th-
Century Japanese Prints, 
through Jan. 30.

Eckert Fine Art, 1315 MASS 
MoCA Way, North Adams, Mass. 
www.eckertfineart.com
Gate Keeper: The Art of 
Hunt Slonem, Nov. 11 
through Jan. 8.

 BOOKS
Hotchkiss Library of 

Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. www.
hotchkisslibrary.org
American History Book 
Club: A Passion for Nature: 
The Life of John Muir by 
Donald Worster, Jan. 19, 10 
to 11 a.m. (online).

Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
www.scovillelibrary.org
Library Book Group led by 
Claudia Cayne, Jan. 8, 4 to 5 
p.m. (in person and online).

 MOVIES
The Moviehouse, 48 Main 

St., Millerton, N.Y. www.
themoviehouse.net
The Tragedy of Macbeth, 
opens Jan. 7.

Stanford Free Library, 6035 
Route 82, Stanfordville, N.Y. 
www.stanfordlibrary.org
Documentary Film 
Series: Contemplating 
Contemporary Art & 
Culture, every 4th Thursday 
of the month, meet and 
greet at 6:45 p.m., film 
begins at 7 p.m.

 MUSIC
Close Encounters With 

Music, Great Barrington, Mass. 
www.cewm.org
Folk and Baroque Concert, 
Feb. 26, 6 to 7:45 p.m.

 TALKS
Roeliff Jansen Library, 9091 

Route 22, Hillsdale, N.Y. www.
roejanlibrary.org
History Webinar: Notorious 
RBG: The Life and Times of 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Jan. 
19, 6 to 7:15 p.m. (online).

Newts, Salamanders and the Dangers 
of Human Over-Development

LOCAL AUTHORS: CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Anyone who is either 
a careful reader of 
The Lakeville Jour-

nal or an attentive student 
of life in the Northwest 
Corner of Connecticut has 
probably heard the name 
Michael Klemens before 
— perhaps as an expert 
on the elusive bog turtle, 
perhaps as the strict-but-
fair chairman of the Salis-
bury, Conn., Planning and 
Zoning Commission. He 
has also been a member of 
Connecticut’s Siting Coun-
cil, which has final say on 
the location of monoliths 
such as cell towers and 
wind turbines. Before com-
ing to Connecticut, he was 
the director of program 
development for the Wild-
life Conservation Society, 
which operates New York’s 
Bronx Zoo.

There is much that 
we know about Michael 
Klemens but much more 
that most of us have yet 
to learn — including the 
depth of his knowledge of 
herpetology. 

Klemens is a polymath 
who knows a great deal 
about a lot of things, but 
probably the topic he 
knows most about is the 
study of reptiles and am-
phibians. 

There have been times 
in the past decade or so 
when Klemens has been 
called to offer an expert 
opinion on the  possible 
presence of bog turtles 
(you can see one in the 
photo above) in an area 
where someone wants to 

build something. Oppo-
nents of a building project 
will often cite the presence 
of the federally protected 
and adorable reptiles as a 
reason why building can’t 
continue. The bog turtle is 
as powerful a deterrent to 
construction in this part of 
the world as archaeolog-
ical remains might be in 
another region.

But Klemens knows 
about much more than 
just the furtive lives led 
by the tiny turtles. He has 
written books, studies 
and management plans 
on these and other crea-
tures for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and other 
agencies — including, 
now, the Connecticut 
Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection, 
which has just released 
a 305-page study of the 
“Conservation of Reptiles 
and Amphibians in Con-
necticut.”

Klemens is the lead 
author on a team that also 
includes Hank J. Gruner, 
Dennis P. Quinn and Eric 
R. Davison. 

While the topic might 
sound specialized, and it 
is, the main message of the 
book is one that impacts 
us all. In his decades of 
study, Klemens discovered 
that, more than anyone 
had realized before, hu-
man activity and building 
has a startling impact on 
the health of all creatures 
small (turtles, snakes, 
frogs) and great (humans). 
What’s bad for the animals 
that creep through our 
vernal pools and fens is 
bad for the “greater” ani-
mals that build houses and 
roads that destroy breed-
ing grounds, migration 
patterns and habitats. 

While acting as a cat-
alogue of every species in 
the state (salamanders, 
newts, skinks and snakes, 
turtles, frogs and more), 
the book also points out 
the dangers to their hab-
itats and suggests ways 
in which humans can not 
only reduce their negative 
impacts but perhaps even 
be helpful to the creatures 
that  contribute so much 
to the beauty of this part of 

the world. 
“Since human activities 

so profoundly affect the 
natural world, why can’t 
the human intelligence 
and technology which 
drive destructive trends in 
land use, be better applied 
or retooled through edu-
cation and information to 
create human landscapes 
that are more in harmony 
with the natural world?” 
he asks in his introduction 
to the book, which was 
published in late 2021. 

“In my work, I often 
describe the problems that 
have occurred because 
I believe that to change 
how society deals with 
its responsibilities to the 
natural world it must first 
come to understand the 
problems that past land-
use patterns and practices 
have created. Only from 
the confidence that is 
engendered by that under-
standing can the impetus 
to create better models of 
sustainability and stew-
ardship find solid footing.”

The book can be or-
dered online from the 
Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protec-
tion bookstore, https://
www.ctdeepstore.com/
Conservation-of-Amphib-
ians-and-Reptiles-in-Con-
necticut-882.htm. The 
cost is $54.95 and money 
from sales of the book 
help protect amphibians 
and reptiles. The lessons 
presented in the book are 
also relevant, of course, to 
areas outside Connecticut.

Because Everyone Loves Lawyer Jokes: 
A Lawyer Writes a Comic Novel

LOCAL AUTHORS: PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Accentuate the 
Negative — and 
Learn About Space

LOCAL AUTHORS:  
CYNTHIA HOCHSWENDER

Architects and de-
signers often talk 
about the “negative  

space” in a room or in a 
house —  not in the sense 
of “Gee, there’s so much 
negative energy here, we’d 
better do some feng shui 
sage burning,” but more in 
the sense of “every room is 
a combination of positive 
space (where there are 
things) and negative space 
(where there is nothing but 
air and, well, space).”

For creators of buildings 
and interiors, the negative 
spaces are just as import-
ant as the positive spac-
es, in the same way that 
blacks and whites are just 
as important to a paint-
er as colors. If you think 
about it (but not so hard 
that your head hurts), it’s 
obvious that every room 
and every building must 
have empty/negative space 
as well as full/positive 
space in order for it to be 
hospitable to humans. 

Jacque Lynn is neither 
an architect nor an interior 
designer, and she also isn’t 
actually a children’s book 
author, but none of that 
stopped her from writing 
a new book for children 
about how to think of 
space. A resident of  West 
Cornwall, Conn., Lynn 
(who some will know by 
her married name, Jacque 
Schiller) defines what it is 
to be an artist: She is con-
stantly exploring new ideas 
from new angles, and shar-
ing those ideas through a 

variety of different media: 
photography, jewelry, par-
ties, a book for children.

“Space Matters” is an 
introduction to the idea of 
negative space, which will 
no doubt open the minds 
of some young readers in 
the same way that psyche-
delic drugs might unlock 
the minds of adults. In my 
opinion, this is a wonderful 
thing; it’s never too soon 
for children to realize that 
the world is much more 
interesting than they had 
at first realized.

Developmental psy-
chologists offer fascinating 
insights into how the brain 
develops and how babies 
and toddlers learn about, 
for example, object perma-
nence (which they experi-
ence when someone plays 
peek-a-boo with them). 
For the brain that has only 
recently learned that if a 
child crawls to the edge of 
a table, it might drop a few 
feet down to the ground, 
there is no doubt that a 
book about negative space, 
no matter how cute and 
adorable, will be deeply 
and wonderfully mind 
altering. 

Reviews of “Space 
Matters” praise it as playful 
and witty, not just in the 
text but also in the illus-
trations by Lydia Nichols. 
It is widely available from 
vendors as diverse as 
Amazon.com and Target to 
the Wish House gift shop 
in West Cornwall (www.
wishouse.com).

BOOK COVER COURTESY CLARION

Jacque Lynn of West Cornwall, Conn., has written 
“Space Matters” to help young children understand 
that there is more to the world than meets the eye.

PHOTO FROM CONSERVATION OF REPTILES  
AND AMPHIBIANS IN CONNECTICUT

Tom Morrison of 
Salisbury, Conn., 
an attorney, has 

produced a sequel to his 
comic legal novel “Torts ‘R’ 
Us.”

The new book, “Please 
Pass the Torts,” contin-

ues the saga of the Pe-
ters brothers, Patrick A. 
(known as “Pap”) and 
Prescott U. (aka “Pup”). 

This time around the Pe-
ters do legal battle with the 
Russians and the owners of 
strip clubs, among others.

As before, Morrison 
has fun with names and 
acronyms. Readers will be 
introduced to the Commit-
tee on Drugs, Alcohol, Fire-
arms, Tobacco and Yogurt 
(CODAFTY), stripper Lydia 
Lowlace, and primatologist 
Klint A. Kwak, who does 
business under the sobri-
quet “Dr. Doolittle.”

“Please Pass the Torts” 

is available at the Salisbury 
General Store, Oblong 
Books in Millerton and 
from Amazon.

On Wednesday, Jan. 12, 
at 7 p.m., Morrison will 
give a talk sponsored by 
Noble Horizons and the 
Scoville Memorial Library 
in Salisbury. He will be 
interviewed by television 
newsman Bill Littauer of 
Salisbury, on Zoom. More 
information and a Zoom 
link can be found at www.
noblehorizons.org.

At The 
Movies

SCAN HERE 
FOR SHOWTIMES 

& TICKETS 

FRI 01/07 > THURS 01/13 518.789.0022      themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

BOOK A PRIVATE EVENT IN OUR SCREENING 
LOUNGE - SEE A CURRENT OR FAVORITE 

MOVIE. GET TOGETHER WITH 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY FOR A BIRTHDAY 

PARTY OR CELEBRATION.

email: info@themoviehouse.net

SCREENING + Q&A
IN BALANCHINE'S

CLASSROOM
Sunday

January 16
@ 1:00 PM

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing
1/5, 6, 7, 8,  
12, 13, 14

“SPIDER-MAN” PG-13
7:00 pm

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 6, 2022, Thursday, January 6, 2022



B3B3

Opinion
THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 6, 2022, Thursday, January 6, 2022

EDITORIAL PAGE B3 THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2022

The Winsted Journal
P.O. Box 835, Winsted, CT 06098
860-738-4418 FAX 860-738-3709

THE MILLERTON NEWS
P.O. Box AD, Millerton, NY 12546
518-789-4401 FAX 518-789-9247

P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039
860-435-9873 FAX 860-435-0146

Subscription Rates - One Year: $82.00 in Litchfield County, $98.00 outside county
Known Office of Publication: Lakeville, CT 06039-1688. Periodical Postage Rate  
Paid at Lakeville, CT 06039. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Lakeville 
Journal Company, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, Connecticut 06039-1688.

EDITORIAL STAFF:  Alexander Wilburn, senior associate 
editor; Patrick L. Sullivan, senior reporter;  
Leila Hawken, reporter.

ADVERTISING SALES: Mary Wilbur, display sales;  
Lyndee Stalter, classified advertising.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION:  
Sandra L. Lang, controller;  
Michelle Eisenman, financial assistant.

COMPOSING DEPARTMENT:  
Caitlin Hanlon, graphic designer;  
Olivia Montoya, graphic designer.

DRIVERS: Elias Bloxom Baker; Chris Palmer.

The Lakeville Journal Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL
(USPS 303280)

An Independent Connecticut Newspaper
Published Weekly by The Lakeville Journal Company

Owned by The Lakeville Journal Foundation; Noreen Doyle, Chair
64 Route 7 North, Falls Village, CT 06031
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039-9989  

(860) 435-9873 • www.tricornernews.com • editor@lakevillejournal.com

Mission Statement
The Lakeville Journal Company, Publishers of  

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News
Our goal is to report the news of our communities accurately and fairly,  

and to foster the free flow of information and opinion.

Volume 125, Number 22 Thursday, January 6, 2022

Cynthia Hochswender
Executive Editor

Janet Manko
Publisher and 

Editor-In-Chief
James H. Clark

Chief Operating Officer
Libby Hall-Abeel

Advertising Manager

In Memoriam
A. Whitney Ellsworth

1936-2011
Managing Partner

Robert H. Estabrook
1918-2011
Editor and

Publisher Emeritus

Editorial

Turning Back 
The Pages
Norma Bosworth

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Deadline for letters is Monday at 10 a.m. 
Send to publisher@lakevillejournal.com. 

No more than 500 words. Please include a 
phone number where you can be reached for 

confirmation by the editor.

PHOTO BY JANET MANKO

A gray day at Lake Wononscopomuc

The views expressed here are not necessarily those 
of The Lakeville Journal and the Journal does not 
support or oppose candidates for public office.

What should we wish for 
in the Northwest Corner?

This is the time of year for new beginnings, when it’s 
not only advisable but crucial that we look back at 
what happened during the past year or more and 

try to look forward to find solutions to problems. We have 
often compiled wish lists for each of our towns, thinking 
about the individual challenges facing them and targeting 
those things that are at the top of our list to be addressed 
and resolved however possible in the new year.

For 2022, however, there are multiple issues that, while 
they have been discussed in these pages over time, need 
revisiting and should become priorities for answers. In 
January, we will look first, below, at a wish list for each of 
the Northwest Corner towns. Then, in the ensuing weeks, 
we will look more in-depth at ongoing problems that 
have had an impact on the region. Because of the shared 
quality of the way these concerns affect all our towns, it is 
important now, as ever, to see the area as a whole, rather 
than a cluster of municipalities functioning within their 
own bubbles. 

For Salisbury, there is a problem that is now in need 
of immediate attention, in that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission has approved a new restaurant for the for-
mer firehouse building, and current gym, café and more, 
in Lakeville center. This makes Lakeville the restaurant 
capital of the region. But it’s mystifying that in consid-
ering the Holley Block affordable housing project one of 
the major objections has been parking availability, yet in 
approving another restaurant that will take many more 
parking spots than the housing, there was only peripheral 
discussion and no solution defined. Now is the time to 
solve parking in Lakeville, and the steps to do that will 
have to be bold, creative and show evidence of flexibility. 

In Falls Village, there has been an ongoing dispute 
over the encroachment of the former firehouse into the 
property of the adjacent Falls Village Inn. It may only 
be a few inches that the building overlaps into the Inn’s 
property, but it is a hindrance to the sale of the firehouse. 
First Selectman Henry Todd said at last month’s select-
men’s meeting that there had been some interest ex-
pressed in the property, but nothing can be done until this 
is resolved. Now is the time to do that, as Falls Village is 
having a real renaissance and such interest may wane later 
if an agreement isn’t reached soon.

Cornwall should receive the federal funding that will 
accommodate the West Cornwall Wastewater project, 
which has been long in the planning. This will make a 
big difference to the opportunities for activity in West 
Cornwall. The sooner it can be started and completed the 
better for this center that has been a major destination 
for visitors and residents for business, recreation and of 
course viewing the Covered Bridge over the years. And, 
speaking of destinations, happy 75th to Mohawk Ski Area, 
which remains a draw for ski enthusiasts of all ages and 
should prosper for its next 75 years.

Sharon’s challenges will only be helped by a satisfactory 
solution to the Nuvance/Sharon Hospital service changes. 
So much of what makes up the fabric of this town, from 
downtown businesses to homeowners and the school 
population, is related to the health of the hospital. We 
also wish that those driving through Sharon abide by the 
posted speed limits, which would make their appreciation 
of this town’s Green and center a lot easier.

North Canaan is going through its own revival, and the 
road work done at the railroad tracks this past summer 
and fall has contributed to it. Now, there should be careful 
consideration of the next steps for continued develop-
ment of the commercial district in order for its current 
growth to remain successful. Part of that success, as in 
Lakeville and Kent, will be controlling traffic effectively 
and finding solutions to the parking dilemma in the town 
center.

Kent has been moving forward on its StreetScape 
project, and its progress and completion will make a 
major difference to this vital town center’s continued 
success. The Kent Chamber of Commerce has been a 
model of effectiveness and cooperation for other towns 
in the region. It should continue on that path, and here’s 
hoping its new leadership and board will find the best way 
to keep its attention on the achievement of shared goals 
for its downtown. Kent’s town government has also been 
effective through COVID-19 and before, and its planned 
installation of a hybrid meeting system in its Town Hall 
will continue that tradition.

In future editorials, we will look at the regional issues 
that should be solved by cooperation among the towns. 
The answers won’t be easy but they should be definable as 
long as communication continues among regional town 
leaders and state legislators.

As we look at goals for our towns and region this 
month, we welcome your input in letters to the editor to 
express your views on what priorities for towns should be 
for 2022.

Happy New Year to all our readers.  

100 years ago — January 
1922

ORE HILL — W.B. Crane 
is having an ice house built on 
his property here.

LAKEVILLE — Ward Fin-
kle is off duty with a sprained 
right ankle. His brother John 
is substituting as chauffeur for 
Col. Churchward.

The young people have had 
great sport the past two weeks 
in coasting down the hills of 
the village. With the large num-
ber of autos still running it has 
been somewhat remarkable 
that no accident has happened.

Peter Flynn has purchased 
a two-ton Nash truck of the 
Salisbury Iron Corporation.

Ice eleven inches in thick-
ness is being harvested at 
Porter Ore Bed by the Bryant 
Chapman Milk Co.

50 years ago — January 1972
Northeast Utilities’ plan to 

build two additional nuclear 
power plants in Connecticut 
will not make the company 
more dependent upon the 
proposed Canaan Mountain 
pumped-storage project, NU 
Vice President Charles R. 
Bragg said Tuesday. The plan 
disclosed Monday for the two 
new plants is based on a pro-
jected doubling of electrical 
demand by 1981, with annual 
increases in consumption of 
approximately eight percent.

“Do not worry about your 
difficulties in mathematics.  I 
can assure you mine are great-
er.”

—Albert Einstein

It is seemingly a numbers 
game, an endless counting and 
displaying percentages as pic-
tures of reality…cause for ex-
citement or a prod for despair.  
You may disagree with what I 
present and conclude, you may 
select and explain quite differ-
ently — I invite you to delve.

Oft-reported percentages 
include: 71% of Republicans 
don’t believe Biden is a legit 
U.S. president, 60% of Repub-
licans are not vaccinated, 17% 
of independents and 17% of 
Democrats are not vaccinat-
ed. Fox is the highest rated 
cable news outlet, and their 
9 p.m. prime-time host is of-
ten #1 in cable viewers (@ 2.9 
million with a MSNBC host 
close behind — sometimes in 
the lead). Importantly 66.8% 
of U.S. citizens 18 and over 
voted in the 2020 presidential 
election with Maine reporting 
the highest turnout of 79.2% 
of its registered voters, Con-
necticut a touch above U.S. 
average with 71.1 % turnout, 
Oklahoma the lowest at 55% 

turnout.   In 2020, 158.4 million 
Americans voted, a significant 
7% up over 2016 at 139 million 
voters. Biden won 7 million 
more votes in the Presidential 
election: 51.3% of the popular 
vote vs. Trump’s 46.8%.

How significant then are 
these numbers in portraying 
the U.S.?  How reflective of U.S. 
adult behavior/opinion? Pew 
and Gallup put Republicans 
at somewhere between 22% to 
29% of U.S. registered voters, 
Democrats at about 29%, in-
dependents 40 to 45%. So 71% 
of 29% of registered voters (Re-
publicans) don’t accept Biden 
as president translates to about 
20% of the overall U.S. voter 
population.  The depicted opin-
ion landscape looks a bit differ-
ent when the entire population 
is the canvas vs. segmentation 
by political affiliation. 

As for media reach/influ-
ence, Fox cable news has 2.9 
million prime-time viewers, 
while in comparison Lester 
Holt is #1 on network nightly 
news at 8 million viewers daily, 
PBS News Hour is 2.7 million 
daily. This is not surprising 
when one considers that 65% 
of Americans get their news 
from network newscasts, 38% 
of adults from cable news. The 

top three cable news networks 
have a primetime viewership 
of about 5 million — maybe 2 
or 3% of eligible voters.  Kevin 
Costner’s “Yellowstone” gets 7.5 
million viewers an episode. 

“Being the Ricardos”, a re-
cent movie about Lucille Ball 
and Desi Arnaz, jolted me — 60 
million watched “I Love Lucy” 
while Fox struts its 2.9 million 
prime-time viewers.  That me-
dia has big impact isn’t debat-
able.  No question the Big Lie 
is Big, fueled by disinformation 
— it is rampaging the nation 
like the pandemic with a po-
tentially equal injury to our de-
mocracy as COVID has to the 
nation’s health. Inaccurate and 
illegal tales being spread need 
to be abruptly confronted and 
shown as false. Congress must 
do its duty — disclose truth — 
with numbers and actions.

In the meantime, keep num-
bers in perspective. There are 
many differences across this 
nation, yet there is still much 
in common. 

“It is not in numbers, but in 
unity, that our great strength 
lies.” 

— Thomas Paine
Kathy Herald-Marlowe

Sharon

The true meaning of all those numbers 

When enough is finally enough
Why is it great men like 

Jonas Salk can find a cure for 
polio and Louis Pasteur can 
discover antibiotics?

Now we have over paid 
chemists who work for selfish 
and greedy pharmaceutical 
companies who I believe can’t 
devise a compatible vaccine 
that works effectively.

We spend billions on put-
ting men in space and allowing 

cell phone companies to store 
our information to scrutinize 
our way of life and our very 
existence.

Then there is the DNA that 
supposedly can tell you about 
ones’ self.

But, now, this COVID-19 
and variances are  causing as-
tronomical paralyzing paranoia 
and worldwide animosity feed-
ing weak-minded Americans 

like Trump did.
Now, it’s a fact that Amer-

icans don’t trust our govern-
ment with acts of mending 
dilemmas.

Enough is enough.
Michael Parmalee

North Canaan Continued on next page

The Great Falls in full January run
PHOTO BY ALEXANDER WILBURN
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large
Although climate change and 
sustainable living may not be the 
top issues here in our protected 
NW corner, out in the larger world, 
they are. � e � rst step to address 
these issues is knowledge and 
one of the best ways to gather 
this quickly is to subscribe to 
Nick Gottlieb’s newsletter Sacred 
Headwaters. Nick grew up here 
in Sharon and is now in British 
Columbia actively addressing 
the complex issues surrounding 
climate change. His newsletter will 
help to both understand the issues 
and the actions to take in building a 
more sustainable world. Please visit 
and subscribe to Nick’s newsletter 
at https://sacredheadwaters.
substack.com/about.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 6, 2022, Thursday, January 6, 2022

If You Ask Me
Dick Ahles

The Retired 
Investor
Bill Schmick

William C. Cannon, international lawyer, former law partner 
of 1924 Democratic presidential candidate John W. Davis and 
respected local benefactor, died Sunday Dec. 26 at his Lakeville 
home at the age of 98. He had been a member of the New York 
Bar for 71 years and a resident of Lakeville since 1927.

Connecticut State Police are continuing an investigation of an 
attempted burglary Tuesday night of a walk-in vault at Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School. After knocking the dial off the 
vault’s combination lock but finding the door still firmly closed, 
the burglars raided three vending machines and walked out 
with an assortment of small change, according to Cpl. William 
McMahon, chief investigating officer.

A record turnout of 150 persons made the 1971 Christmas Day 
Peace Vigil in Sharon the largest ever. Whole families took part, 
in some cases accompanied by their pets. Many present expressed 
joy at the impressive show of concern. The joy was tempered 
though by news of intensified American air raids throughout 
Southeast Asia.

U.S. Rep. Ella Grasso arrived at Salisbury Town Hall Wednes-
day afternoon to meet with her constituents, but found none 
in attendance, due to poor weather and lack of advance notice.

Salisbury’s newest and most luxurious restaurant, The Iron 
Dube, has been written up and illustrated in glowing color in 
the December- January issue of Connecticut, the state’s newest 
magazine.

Salisbury Selectmen Tuesday night reiterated their ban on 
automobile and snowmobile use of the bicycle and walking 

path along the old railroad right of way between Lakeville and 
Salisbury. They also decided to post Indian Cave Road, a street 
leading east from Salisbury village, with a 25-mile-an-hour speed 
limit following complaints from residents that trucks have been 
speeding along the road.

Kent Scoutmaster Donald McKinlay reports with pleasure 
that the sailboat mysteriously removed from Squantz Pond in 
mid-December, has, just as mysteriously, been returned. Mr. 
McKinlay discovered that the boat, used by Kent scouts, was 
back at its usual place on Dec. 29, just two weeks after it was 
reported stolen.

“Let John do it,” is the catch-phrase at the Kent Fire Depart-
ment this year, as members have elected three men named John 
to serve as top department officers. John Gawel was reelected to 
his third consecutive one-year as fire chief Monday night. John 
Howland and John Grusauski were unanimously chosen to serve 
as assistant chiefs.

25 years ago  — January 1997
SHARON — Stan Gurell and Ira Levy have sold radio station 

WKZE to Greenwich attorney Scott Johnson for $2 million. 
The sale will be completed after the Federal Communications 
Commission approves the deal, probably in two to three months. 
Mr. Johnson will not be buying just a radio station, states a press 
release from WKZE: “He’s buying a carefully crafted culture.”

These items were taken from The Lakeville Journal archives at 
Salisbury’s Scoville Memorial Library, keeping the original wording 
intact as possible. Go to www.scovillelibrary.org for more historical 
items in the news.

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

Continued from previous page

Papers offer balance, not bias
In mid-December, Bret Ste-

phens, one of The New York 
Times’ conservative colum-

nists, wrote a piece headlined, 
“Biden Should Not Run Again, 
and He Should Say He Won’t.”

This caused quite a sensa-
tion. Such a sensation, in fact, 
that Bret Baier, the anchor of 
the 6 o’clock news on Fox, re-
ported that,  “the Times said 
Biden shouldn’t run again.”

The Times said no such 
thing, of course. One of its 
opinion writers did and Baier, 
considered one of Fox’s more 
reputable  journalists, should 
have known better — and sure-
ly did.  

Had the Times actually pub-
lished an editorial saying Biden 
shouldn’t run again, it would 
have been a major news story.

There is, of course, nothing 
new about readers being con-
fused by a newspaper offering 
a mixture of news and opinion 
without making it clear which 
is which. In fact, the practice 
is older than the nation itself.  

In Colonial times and 
during the 18th and early 19th 
centuries, newspapers were 
usually partisan tracts. The 
news almost always gave the 
reader the publication’s opin-
ion in the same story, with the 
emphasis more often on the 
opinion.

For example, the New York 
Post, the first daily newspa-
per still being published, was 
started in 1801 by Alexander 
Hamilton to give the Federalist 
Party of Washington, Hamil-
ton and Adams a platform for 
attacking Thomas Jefferson, 
the first Democratic-Republi-
can president. (The Hartford 
Courant, the oldest newspaper, 
was founded in 1764, but as a 
weekly.) Many other newspa-
pers were devoted primarily to 
expressing the opinions of their 
owners and investors.

Most journalism histories 
credit Horace Greeley and the 
New York Tribune he founded 

in 1841 with  being the first 
to separate news and opinion 
writing. He did it by printing 
the latter on a page he labeled 
“the editorial page.” And one 
of his earliest editorials, “Go 
West, Young Man,” encourag-
ing western expansion, is still 
considered one of the best, up 
there with the New York Sun’s 

“Yes, Virginia, There Is a San-
ta Claus” and William Allen 
White’s indictment of politics 
in his home state, “What’s the 
Matter with Kansas,” in his Em-
poria Gazette.

This may come as some-
thing of a surprise to its critics, 
especially those who don’t read 
the paper, but some of the best 
conservative columnists of the 
past century have been found 
on the opinion pages of The 
New York Times.

The New York World, which 
progressed from being one of 
the founders of sensational, 
yellow journalism, along with 
Hearst’s New York Journal, 
into one of the nation’s finest 
papers, was among the first to 
print signed columns by tal-
ented journalists like Heywood 
Broun and Franklin P. Adams.  

But the World ended in 
1931, a casualty of the Depres-
sion, and the next year, Adolph 
Ochs, the owner of the Times, 
assigned his Washington bu-
reau chief, Arthur Krock, to 
write a signed opinion column 
for the paper’s editorial page as 
an experiment. The experiment 
lasted until 1966 when Krock 
retired as a  major voice of con-
servatism in America and the 
only winner of four Pulitzer 
honors.  Krock was considered 
a stern critic of the Roosevelt 

New Deal and a firm conserva-
tive “in matters political, social 
and economic” throughout his 
long column-writing career.

He would have many no-
table conservative successors 
at the Times. One of the best 
was  William Safire, a former 
Nixon speechwriter who is also 
remembered for temporarily 
making Vice President Spiro 
Agnew look clever and witty 
by having him describe the an-
ti-Republican media as “natter-
ing nabobs of negativity.”  

Safire was as popular as his 
more liberal colleagues James 
Reston and Tom Wicker in the 
latter half of the last century.  

He added to his luster as 
the author of “Safire”s Politi-
cal Dictionary,” his exhaustive 
study of the words and phrases 
of the language of American 
politics — everything from 
A to Z,  “the Abominable No 
Man,” a tribute to Eisenhower 
chief of staff Sherman Adams 
and his ability to take the heat 
for his boss, to “Zero Based 
Budgeting,” the claim of start-
ing from scratch when making 
the federal budget.

The Times — and many 
other dailies — enhanced the 
diversity of the opinions they 
offered by establishing, in the 
1970s, on the page after the 
editorial page what came to 
be known as the Op-Ed page.  
The Washington Post, anoth-
er great paper with a center to 
left editorial page, has regular-
ly featured two conservative 
icons on its op-ed page, the 
late Charles Krauthammer and 
George Will.

Today, the editorial and 
op-ed pages of the Times and 
many other dailies are both 
labeled opinion pages and are 
dominated by signed opinions 
by writers representing the left 
and right and sometimes even 
the middle. In addition to Ste-
phens, a former Wall street 
Journal columnist, conserva-
tive opinion is regularly offered 

by contributors and columnists 
like Ross Douthat and David 
Brooks, a protégé of the late 
godfather of modern Ameri-
can conservativism, William 
F. Buckley.

The reduction of editorials 
in the Times and other dai-
lies and their replacement by 
signed opinion pieces have 
gone largely unnoticed in the 
American press.  

When, in fact, I was gath-
ering information for this col-
umn, I googled “disappearing 
newspaper editorials” and 
found just one article — by me 
in this newspaper. It did not 
enhance my research.

Simsbury resident Dick Ahles 
is a retired journalist. Email him 
at rahles1@outlook.com.   
    

Workers in America 
are rethinking who 
they are and what 

they want. For the first time in 
decades, the stars have aligned 
to give the labor movement a 
much-needed lift. Will this 
prove to be a flash in the pan 
or something more lasting?

The share of American 
workers who claim union mem-
bership has been declining for 
years. There are many reasons 
for this decades-long decline. 
U.S. legislation and the court 
system has created enormous 
challenges to forming unions. 
The transfer of jobs to low-pay-
ing countries overseas has also 
devastated union membership. 
Labor membership can also be 
expensive with high monthly 
dues. In the past thirty years 
of declining real wages, most 
workers were grateful to just 
keep their jobs.  

Everything changed with 
the arrival of COVID-19. The 
pandemic ushered in massive 
unemployment, huge safety 
risks for employed workers in 
essential sectors, and a whole-
sale movement toward work-
at-home solutions. And from 
the ashes a new attitude toward 
labor was born. 

Workers employed in “es-
sential industries” who showed 
up to keep the country running 
were no longer taken for grant-
ed. Nurses, truck drivers, food 
industry workers and more 
became the new American he-
roes. The White House honored 
and featured ordinary laborers, 
who made extraordinary efforts 
in our time of crisis.      

The pandemic forced many 
Americans to rethink their re-
lationship to work overall. We 
are, for example, one of the 
few nations where health care 
benefits are dependent on your 
employment. As health care 
risks and unemployment sky-

Has labor found its mojo?
rocketed simultaneously, holes 
in our private health insurance 
became readily apparent. 

Many Americans’ obsessive 
belief that “work first, ahead 

of everything else” as life’s 
preeminent goal needed to 
be re-examined. Work issues 
such as safety, benefits, wages, 
and more rose to the surface. 
Burnt-out workers decided to 
resign or retire rather than re-
main at their jobs. Others are 
taking a more aggressive ap-
proach to the workplace.

 Unionization, for many, has 
been perceived as a viable in-
strument for change.  In 2020, 
union membership ticked up to 
11%; about half that gain came 
from the public sector. Union 
actions increased in 2021. The 
Department of Labor report-
ed 13 labor strikes in 2021, but 
they only included strikes of 
1,000 workers or more. Un-
der the surface, labor experts 
say that well over 225 strikes 
is a more accurate number if 
you include smaller company 
workforce actions. 

The nation’s attention, 
however, focused on several 
high-profile union actions. 
Amazon, Starbucks, John 
Deere and Kellogg’s have been 
targets of the labor movement.

 Amazon, the country’s 
number two employer, fought 
a massive campaign to defeat 
union organization in Besse-
mer, Alabama, this year. The 
vote to organize was defeated, 
a major blow to unions nation-
wide. But soon after, the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board 
determined that the company 
improperly pressured ware-
house staff not to join the 
union.  That was no surprise to 
union organizers.  It is a part of 
an ongoing trend dating back 
to the 1970s where companies 
have engaged in unfair labor 
practices that were largely sup-
ported by labor laws favoring 
employers over workers. 

Thanks to the pandem-
ic-induced change in attitude 
toward workers, positive union 
sentiment is at a generational 
high in the U.S., with 68% of 

Americans supporting unions, 
according to recent data from 
a Gallup poll. The Biden Ad-
ministration is also supportive 
of unions, as are many in the 
Progressive wing of the Dem-
ocrat Party. The PRO Act, cur-
rently being debated in the U.S. 
Senate, would make it easier 
for employees to unionize and 
establish tougher penalties for 
employers who illegally at-
tempt to stop their efforts. It 
would also allow gig workers 
and contractors to organize 
alongside traditional employ-
ees.  

These trends, together with 
the present labor shortage, have 
strengthened the hand of labor 
unions going forward. Ama-
zon workers are slated to vote 
again in Alabama this month. 
Kellogg’s 1,400 workers went 
on strike Oct. 5, 2021, and set-
tled it on Dec. 21. In Nov. 2021, 
John Deere’s 10,100 production 
and maintenance workers won 
their strike with management 
and signed a new six-year 
agreement.  

Late last year, workers in 
Buffalo, N.Y., a city with a pro-
union history, voted to form a 
union at Starbucks. It was one 
of three Starbucks locations in 
the city that held a vote (the 
second branch ended in a tie, 
while the last voted to reject 
unionization). 

Observers are watching 
these actions carefully, given 
that there are 8,000 corporate 
Starbucks locations across the 
U.S. It is the first successful at-
tempt to unionize an unskilled 
labor force in the leisure and 
hospitality sectors. As such, a 
better, union-negotiated con-
tract could spur more unioniza-
tion efforts across the country.  
Whether these union efforts 
end with a bang or a whimper, 
bringing the American work-
er’s condition to the forefront 
of the American agenda is an 
absolute positive in my book.

Bill Schmick is registered as 
an investment advisor represen-
tative of Onota Partners, Inc., in 
the Berkshires.  Bill’s forecasts 
and opinions are purely his own 
and do not necessarily represent 
the views of Onota Partners, Inc. 
(OPI).  None of his commen-
tary is or should be considered 
investment advice.  Email Bill 
at bill@schmicksretiredinvestor.
com.

The view on a walk at Sharon Audubon
PHOTO BY JAMES H. CLARK
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Our Towns

Email your classified ad to Lyndee Stalter at classified@lakevillejournal.com

Real EstateThe Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military 

who would be interested 

in the news from home?

Remember
The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. 

For more information or 

to set up a subscription, 

contact Sandra Lang at 

circulation@ 

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301.

With thanks 

to those who serve.

A gift subscription to your community newspapers, 
whether in print, digital or web, is the perfect gift 
for anyone on your gift list ... a friend or relative 
who is away from the Tri-State area but would like 
to keep up with the local news ... a student away at 
school or college... or anyone who wants to know 
what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

give the gi�  of
NEWS!

CONTACT SANDRA LANG
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301

Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com
Or go to 

www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions 

Your Independent, Locally Owned, Community 
Newspapers & Regional News Website

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASSMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

Print Subscription
Includes 
Free Online Access!

$82 
annually
in county | $98 outside county
Subscribe online at 
tricornernews.com/subscribe

iPaper edition

$82
annually

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

In Print & Online | Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
www.TriCornerNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

HELP WANTED
F U L L T I M E U N I V E R S A L 

BANKER I: Responsible for 
generating business and 
deepening customer relation-
ships. Must possess strong 
customer service and sales 
skills and be detail oriented. 
Previous cash handling experi-
ence is important. Responsible 
to adhere to policies, proce-
dures, and ensure operational 
soundness. Must have full 
working knowledge of Mic-
rosoft Office Suite; Outlook, 
Word, Excel and PowerPoint. 
Must be able to work extended 
hours and must work Satur-
days. Competitive wages and 
incentive programs. Apply in 
person at the Lakeville office 
of Litchfield Bancorp, 326 
Main Street, Lakeville. EOE/
AA/M/F/D/V.

ISABELLA FREEDMAN JEW-
ISH RETREAT CENTER: is a 
year-round 120-person retreat 
facility that is located in Falls 
Village, CT. New employees 
are eligible for a signing bo-
nus of $1,000. At the time of 
hire, the new employee will 
receive $250. After 45 days, 
provided they have no active 
disciplinary issues, the new 
employee will receive the re-
maining $750. Want to work at 
a beautiful, peaceful location, 
with great people? This is the 
place to be! We are currently 
seeking an Executive Chef, 
Facilities Manager, Hospitality 
Specialists, Dishwashers, and 
Retreat Services Associates. 
For more details please visit 
our website at https://hazon.
org/about/jobs-internships/ 
and email a copy of your 
resume to jobs@hazon.org.

SALISBURY, CT 
860-43S-2200 HARN EYRE.COM 

FALLS VILLAGE, CT  
860-824-0027

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate

IN TOWN 4 BEDROOM 
1,629 SQ.FT. • .27 ACRES • 4 BR  • 1 BA • 1 HALF BA 

NORTH CANAAN, CT.  Spacious, light-filled home. Enclosed entry 
porch opens to a foyer with built-ins. Lg EIK & full-width Living/Dining 
Room. A Laundry Room with Half Bath and an additional enclosed Back 
Porch offer a great flow. Walk-up attic. Town water & Sewer.
Web# EH4796                  Holly Leibrock/Dave Taylor                   $235,000

SALISBURY, CT
860-435-2200

FALLS VILLAGE, CT
860-824-0027

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

7 acres, Circa 1815 charming Colonial; 8 rooms, quiet location, 3 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 3 working fireplaces, a new septic system, barn 
with 2 vehicle bays, and goldfish pond. Offered at $645,000. 

Simply furnished, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, library, living room with 
fireplace, dining area, casual kitchen, screen porch and 2 car garage.  
Non smokers and no pets*. All utilities, extra from rent. Call Robin 
for additional details.  Offered at $4000.00/mo.

FALLS VILLAGE COUNTRYSIDE AREA, YEAR ROUND RENTAL

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

WELCOME TO 2022: WINTER IS HERE AND IT AN EXCELLENT TIME TO LOOK AT LAND.  
If you want to buy land, you should look at land now to see it ‘naked’, which makes it  

as good or, even better in every other season. We have several very special lots for viewing.

Join the Arnoff Team!
 

Our busy pack and ship store needs part-time help 
with UPS, FedEx and DHL shipping, packing services, 

selling packing materials, and administering  
self-storage unit rentals. Full training is provided.

 
Call Human Resources at 845-471-1504  

or email Jobs@arnoff.com
 

Arnoff is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer

HELP WANTED
Part-Time Retail Associate  
for Pack & Ship Store in 
Lakeville CT, Monday–Friday

POSITION AVAILABLE  
WITH SHARON BASED  

WELL ESTABLISHED COMPANY

Applicants must be punctual, have valid clean 
drivers license, have their own transportation 
to and from shops in Sharon, work well in a 
team environment, and able to lift 50 lbs.

860-672-5250

SNOW SHOVELERS

HELP WANTED
PAINTERS WANTED:  Full 

time, experienced painters 
wanted with a minimum 
of 5 years experience. Must 
have transportation, must be 
reliable and have a neat and 
clean appearance. We offer a 
401K Plan and pay with payroll 
company. Starting pay $18 
per hour. Please respond to 
illpaintit@yahoo.com with 
name, experience, desired sal-
ary and contact information. 5 
positions available.

PT GARDENER/CARETAKER, 
LAKEVILLE: Flowers, weed-
ing, pool/boat care, dump 
runs. Light snow removal. Year 
round, 20 hrs/week, mornings. 
$20-$25/hr.based on experi-
ence. Long term opportunity. 
Beautiful setting. Extensive 
Background Check. Contact: 
Rob Pearson. Email: Pearson.
r99@aol.com.

SMALL ANGUS FARM SEEKS 
P/T HELP: Duties include 
feeding, cleaning, fence repair, 
moving hay and grain daily. 
Will train the right person. 
860-364-5019.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

A1 HOUSE CLEAN-OUTS: 
I te m s  re m ove d  a n d 
trucked away from homes, 
garages, barns, etc. Call Bill 
860-364-4653.

DAVID VALYOU CARPENTER 
& HANDY-MAN: 20 years 
serving the tri-state area. Old 
homes and barns my specialty. 
Renovations+Repairs. Call 
or text 917-538-1617. email 
davidvalyou@yahoo.com.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Pick up and delivery. 
Serving the Northwest Corner. 
413-717-2494.

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

H O W  TO  S P E N D  YO U R 
CHRISTMAS MONEY: Easter 
Hill Antiques will be open 
Saturday and Sunday January 
8 and 9, hours 11-4 offering 
the outstanding collection of 
antique period furniture and 
older reproductions of uphol-
stered pieces along with large 
collection of silver whimsies 
such as antique pocket per-
fumes, ink wells, Champagne 
Swizzles, sterling toast dusters 
and a great deal more. The 
quilts, all hand stitched will 
be available and a collection 
of Antique and Vintage Per-
sian rugs. All available for sale 
and delivery is available for 
anything you cannot handle. 
Masks are appreciated. 15 
Main Street, Sharon CT. 860-
364-1110.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: Equal 

Housing Opportunity. All real 
estate advertised in this news-
paper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1966 
revised March 12, 1989 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation, or 

REAL ESTATE
:discrimination based on race, 

color religion, sex, handicap 
or familial status or national 
origin or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residential 
property advertised in the 
State of Connecticut General 
Statutes 46a-64c which pro-
hibit the making, printing or 
publishing or causing to be 
made, printed or published 
any notice, statement or ad-
vertisement with respect to 
the sale or rental of a dwelling 
that indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, sex, 
marital status, age, lawful 
source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LAKEVILLE APARTMENT FOR 
RENT: Spacious 1 bedroom 
available in Lakeville Center. 
$1, 250 per month. Includes 
heat, water, mowing, plow-
ing and trash service. Off 
street parking. No pets. No 
smoking. Available. January 
1. Call 860-671-0006. Email 
piercekearney@sbcglobal.net.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

FOR RENT: Retail/office 500 
sq. ft. space. Ample park-
ing. Located one block from 
busy downtown Millerton. 
$1500 month, includes heat. 
5 Century Blvd, Millerton NY. 
845-546-7274.
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Tangled Lines
Patrick L. Sullivan

Wet.
That’s the word to describe 

the fishing scene in 2022.
May The spring stocking 

of the Housatonic took place 
when the river was pretty high. 
Terrific if you’re in a boat. Us 
perambulators had to bide our 
time and wait for a more rea-
sonable flow. And wait, and 
wait, and wait.

June For a few days toward 
the end of June, the extreme-
ly high Housatonic River got 
down to the 600 cfs mark. 

Opinions vary, but my rule 
of thumb for fishing the Housa-
tonic River on foot is to cease 
and desist when the flow gets 
over 600 cubic feet per second. 

Yes, there are places where 
it’s possible to wade safely at 
flows above 600 cfs. And yes, 
it is possible to do well at fuller 
flows by targeting the banks, 
where the fish go because they 
don’t like struggling against the 
current anymore than you or 
I do.

July In early July we got 
about two months’ worth of 
rain in two weeks. The river 
reached flood stage twice be-
tween July and September. 

Looking back: 2021
Even for a fisherman, it was a very wet summer

Cornwall affordable housing plan received by selectmen
By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — After 
months of meetings and fo-
rums, capped off by a public 
hearing and a meeting for final 
touch-ups to the wording, the 
Affordable Housing Steering 
Committee provided a draft of 
the affordable housing plan to 
the Board of Selectmen at their 
regular meeting on Tuesday, 
Dec. 21.

The selectmen reviewed the 
plan with the intent of discuss-
ing and acting on the commit-
tee’s recommendations during 
the first meeting of the new 
year, on Tuesday, Jan. 4.

First Selectman Gordon 
Ridgway reported that the fi-
nal draft is posted on the town’s 
website (https://cornwallct.
org/).  

He noted that the final 
changes made by the steering 
committee at their meeting on 
Monday, Dec. 20, were minor 
changes in wording for clari-
fication.

“We have a road map,” 
Ridgway said of the plan. “Be-
cause we are a small town, we 
were able to move quickly on 

it.”  
Another public forum on af-

fordable housing will be held in 
a year, he said. 

As the plan has no regulato-
ry authority, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission (P&Z) 
will use it as a guide in propos-
ing and considering any chang-
es to the regulations suggested 
by the plan.

P&Z Chairman Anna 
Timell commented on Dec. 
20 that the town has been dis-
cussing the issue of affordable 
housing since the 1980s, having 
identified the need that long 
ago.

Selectman Janet Carlson 
agreed that “it was a lot of work 
by a lot of people over a long 
period.”

Joining with the selectmen 
in praising the work by plan-
ning consultant Janell Mul-
len, Selectman Priscilla Pavel 
commented that she had been 
impressed by Mullen’s ability 
to interpret residents’ varied 
suggestions and convert them 
into clear text.

The town will hold its an-
nual review of the Town Plan 
of Conservation and Develop-

ment (POCD) on Thursday, 
Jan. 27, on Zoom, beginning 
at 7 p.m., Ridgway announced. 
The review will include prog-
ress reports from local boards 
and commissions.

Responding to a lawsuit 
settlement between the fed-

eral government and major 
pharmaceutical companies, the 
selectmen appointed Ridgway 
to act on behalf of the town in 
joining with other Connecti-
cut towns to benefit from the 
financial distribution.  

Ridgway explained that if 

all 169 towns in the state sign 
up, then the towns will receive 
a larger portion of the funds 
being awarded. 

He said that in the past year, 
100,000 deaths have been at-
tributed to opioid abuse, a 28% 
increase over the previous year. 

The increase is thought to have 
been brought about by pres-
sures of COVID-19, he added.

The funds will be used to 
help affected residents to access 
treatment for addiction.

“Seeing those statistics go-
ing up is tragic,” Ridgway said.

I was in warm water lake 
mode at that point, and the ex-
tra water didn’t bother me. In 
fact, I think it improved things, 
as I caught an immense large-
mouth bass on a cheap Tenkara 
rod designed for carp fishing. 
I named it Mongo. A couple 
nights later I caught Mongo’s 
younger brother, Mingo.

August  For a change of 
pace, it rained some more. I did 
venture out on the Housatonic 
with an actual boss fisherman 
who writes articles for fishing 
magazines. We thought we 
could target smallmouth and 
take advantage of the white fly 
hatch, without getting swept 
away. 

We got the last bit right, but 
only just. A post-fishing look 
at the gauge revealed it had 
actually gone up significantly 
during the three hours or so 
we were fishing, from a little 
higher than I like (750 cfs) to 
over 1,000 cfs.

September  I spent most of 
my quality fishing time on the 
Esopus and associated streams, 
with steady if not spectacular 
results.

October The Hous was 
stocked again, so the spring 
stockers were joined by still 
more stockers. That means that 
if the flow ever comes down, 
there will be a lot of hungry 
trout around.
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Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our website, tricornernews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Animal Care

CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

Well Drilling

louis e. allyn & sons
Well Drilling

Water Systems Installed & Serviced
Established 1917

Canaan, CT                   (860) 824-5600 

Generator Repair 

Certified Fear Free® Veterinarian & Staff Members
www.millertonvet.com  •  518-789-3440

INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE  
AND SURGERY

Additional Services
Diagnostic • Dentistry  

Acupuncture • Chiropractic
Traditional Chinese Medicine

(860) 672-5260

LICENSED / INSURED
Commercial/Residential      Credit Cards Accepted

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

Winter Months Are Perfect For:

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.
FRANK MONDA

(800) 671-4505   (413) 229-3434 (413) 229-8432

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Landscaping

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Painting

Storage

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

Climate-Controlled Wine Storage

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

845-677-2700
millbrook@globalselfstorage.us
3814 Route 44, Millbrook, NY 12545

Security Is Our First Priority™

� All Climate-Controlled Units
� Climate-Controlled Wine Storage
� 24-Hour Video Recording
� 24/7 Keypad Access
� 24/7 Rental & Payment Kiosk
� Professional On-Site Manager

ALL
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

GLOBAL SELF STORAGE
FORMERLY TUXIS SELF STORAGE

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Window Treatments

window wares
ART INSTALLS

CLOSETS & STORAGE
WINDOW SHADES

184 Main St. Lakeville CT 860 364 9824
By appointment

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Grounds Maintenance

Cremains/Spreading Ashes

Can you imagine a world without your Lakeville Journal or Millerton News?

Support local journalism.

Learn more at TriCornerNews.com/contribute
BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!
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