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SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

All credit cards accepted

one call for all your

Winter projects
Commercial snowplowing, 
snow and ice control, land clearing, 
pruning, vista clearing, excavation work

Inquire about our off season rates!
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Sharon voters approve 
solar project 338 to 171

Region One referendum passes

Mauro steps 
down as 
leader of 
Project SAGE

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — By a margin of 338 
to 171, the proposed solar array 
project at Sharon Center School 
was approved by voters at a ref-
erendum on Friday, Jan. 5. Nearly 
30% of registered voters in Sharon 
turned out to the polls.

Significant controversy had 
arisen over whether the project 
to install multiple solar panels on 
town-owned property adjacent to 
Sharon Center School should be 
allowed to proceed. Opposing the 
plan were Hilltop Road residents 
living near the project and others 
concerned about environmental 
issues and the condition and fate 
of the nature trail on site.

A town meeting in the summer 
of 2022, with 14 in attendance, had 
authorized entering into a 20-year 
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) 
with the Green Bank organization 
that had proposed the project in 

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Officials begin the process of tallying vote results at the town-
wide referendum held on Friday, Jan. 5. The single-issue vote 
would approve the proposed solar array at Sharon Center School.
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The view from the Salisbury Association Land Trust’s newly 
purchased Salmon Kill Preserve.

Land trust’s $800K 
purchase of Salmon 
Kill acreage aided  
by community

Portable propane 
heater linked to fatal 
Winsted blaze

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — The Jan. 8 
referendum vote  on a $5.64 million 
capital improvement and renova-
tion project at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School (HVRHS) 
passed, 579-206.

North Canaan was the only Re-
gion One town to vote against the 
project, 97 no votes to 80 yes votes.

In Cornwall, the vote was 46-7 

in favor. In Kent, the tally came to 
102-26. 

Falls Village approved by a 65-22 
vote. Sharon was overwhelmingly 
in favor at 114-40, and it was even 
more lopsided in Salisbury, with 
172 yes votes to 14 no votes.

The improvements and reno-
vations are extensive. Included are 
cafeteria and auditorium renova-
tions, including new seats in the 
auditorium, new furniture in the 

cafeteria, and new sound equip-
ment in both venues.

Also included are rehabilitation 
of the tennis courts located north 
of the HVRHS campus, installation 
of a new whole school generator in 
the southern end of the school, in-
spection and repairs to all masonry, 
installation of a new fire alarm sys-
tem, and replacement of the cupola 
on the roof of the main building.

By Debra A. Aleksinas

WINSTED — An early morn-
ing blaze that claimed the lives 
of a man and a dog at a Walnut 
Street residence Dec. 27 has been 
linked to a portable liquid propane 
heater fueled by two 20-pound LP 
tanks inside the home, according 
to Winchester Fire Marshal Steven 
Williams. 

The case remains open pending 
positive identification of the victim 
from the deceased’s relatives and an 
official report from the chief medi-
cal examiner’s office, said Williams 

during a phone interview Jan. 4.
“The cause at this time is still 

under investigation by myself and 
the State Police Fire and Explosion 
Investigation Unit, but I will say 
that the deceased was utilizing a 
portable liquid propane heater in 
the home which was hooked up to 
some propane tanks” the size com-
monly used for outdoor grills and 
heaters, the fire marshal explained.

Williams explained that pro-
pane heaters consume oxygen 
and can be fatal if not ventilated 
correctly.

“He also had a kerosene heat-
er in one of the hallways, but it 
wasn’t in use,” Williams said. “The 

By Debra A. Aleksinas

SALISBURY— One hundred 
and seventy people helped raise 
$800,000 so that the Salisbury As-
sociation Land Trust (SALT) could 
purchase and protect in perpetuity 
14 acres of environmentally and 
aesthetically valuable farmland in 
the scenic Salmon Kill Valley.

The property transaction be-
tween SALT and the landowners 
took place in mid-December, ac-
cording to John Landon, co-chair-
man of the Salisbury Association 
Land Trust Committee. The parcel 
purchased by the land trust is a 
portion of the larger Belter family 
farm, said SALT officials.

“We are preserving one of our 
town’s most magnificent views,” 
Landon explained.

Sellers include James and Me-
linda Belter, and Ann and Stephen 
Torrey.  “Ann and James’ father had 
farmed it,” for many decades, said 
Landon, noting that in recent years 
the parcel had also been farmed by 
Allen Cockerline of Whippoorwill 
Farm. 

Landon explained that SALT 
has had its eye on the property 
on and off for several years, but it 
wasn’t until this past summer that 
the two sides came to an agree-
ment on the purchase price. “That 
is when we started actively fund-
raising,” he said. 

“There was a proposal to build 
some houses on it, and a lot of 
people in the area didn’t want to 
see that happening, including us. 
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Since 2016, Betsey Mauro has guided Project SAGE through 
significant expansion and has solidified a network of support.

By Natalia Zukerman

After nearly a decade of ded-
icated service, Betsey Mauro has 
retired as the executive director 
of Project SAGE, leaving behind 
a legacy of growth, and a com-
mitment to social justice and 
community health. 

Her work at Project SAGE, a 
community-focused organization 
dedicated to supporting, advo-
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Online This Week
Sharon receives positive audit
The town’s auditor determined everything is in 
order. More on www.lakevillejournal.com

The following information 
was provided by the Con-
necticut State Police at Troop 
B. All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

 
Hits tree on Route 44
On Thursday, Dec. 28, at 

approximately 6:30 a.m., Lisa 
Douyard, 59, of Pine Mead-
ow, was driving on Route 
44 in East Canaan in a 2013 
Honda Cr-v when she failed 
to break for a downed tree 
that was obstructing both 
lanes of traffic, striking it. 
Douyard declined medical 
attention and was found not 
at fault for the accident. The 
airbag deployed.

 
Cellphone-use accident

On Monday, Jan. 1, at ap-
proximately 12:20 p.m., Ru-
sian Peirce, 20, of Salisbury, 
was northbound on Great 
Hill Road in Cornwall in 
a 2013 Toyota Corolla and 
was attempting to change the 
music on his cellphone while 
approaching a curve in the 
roadway. As Peirce looked at 
his phone, the vehicle veered 
off the road, striking a utility 
pole. The Toyota came to a 
rest on an embankment and 
Peirce was issued an infrac-
tion for failure to maintain 
lane and given a warning 
for using a cellphone while 
driving. 

Ends in a ditch 
On Friday, Jan. 5, at ap-

proximately 6:45 p.m., Cin-
dy Odell, 58, of Sharon, was 
traveling north on Route 41 
in Sharon in a 2006 Kia Spec-
tra5 and while proceeding 
straight the vehicle left the 
road and ended in a ditch. 
The car was towed from the 
scene and Odell was issued 
an infraction for failure to 
maintain lane. 

Arrest warrant served
On Friday, Jan. 5, at ap-

proximately 8:45 a.m., Troop-
ers from Troop B served an 
arrest warrant on Michael 
Moore, 54, of Sharon, at his 
residence. The charges were 
evading responsbility, fail-
ure to grant a right of way 
at an intersection, and fail-
ure to display lights. Moore 
was placed into custody and 
transported to Troop B. He 
posted a $5,000 cash/surety 
bond and was released. 

 
The Lakeville Journal will 

publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal.

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

Charlotte 
Hungerford 
Hospital welcomes 
first baby of 2024
The first baby born at Charlotte 
Hungerford Hospital in 2024 
arrived on the second day of the 
year. Weighing in at 6 pounds, 
10 ounces and measuring 18.5 
inches, Solana Centrella made 
her grand entrance into the 
world at 8:15 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
2. Shane and Shannon Centrella 
from Winsted felt blessed to be 
“starting 2024 filled with love.”

PHOTO SUBMITTED

By Debra A. Aleksinas

Late December and early 
January saw a rash of house 
and structure fires in the 
region, among them a fatal 
house fire, chimney fire and 
structure fire in Winsted and 
a house fire on Barton Street 
in Millerton, New York, to 
which several Northwest 
Corner fire departments 
provided mutual aid.

Elsewhere in the region 
and state, in late December, 
a two-story house fire in Tor-
rington displaced five resi-
dents and claimed a dog’s life, 
and four children perished 
in a fire that tore through a 
home in Somers on Jan. 2. 

While the causes of sever-
al of the recent fires are under 
investigation, as tempera-
tures drop and people feel 
the financial crunch of heat-
ing their homes, fire officials 
are warning consumers to be 
mindful when using portable 
space heaters, fireplaces and 
pellet stoves.

According to the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA), the 
top three causes of fires in 
homes are cooking, heating 
equipment and electrical 
malfunction.

“We discourage the use 
of portable electric heaters, 
but if a person is going to 
use them, we recommend 
following the manufactur-
er’s safety information and 
definitely keep them at least 
a minimum of 3 feet from 
any type of combustible ma-
terials,” such as sofas, beds, 
curtains and other furniture, 
said Winchester Fire Marshal 
Steven Williams. Some elec-
trical units now come with 
an automatic shut-off feature 
should they be accidentally 
knocked over.

“The other important 
thing about electric heaters 

Space heaters spark regional fire concerns

is you want to make sure to 
plug them directly into the 
wall outlet and not use an 
extension cord” or power 
strip, and never leave them 
on when you go to sleep or 
leave the room, he said. Chil-
dren and pets should be su-
pervised when around space 
heaters. 

Whether portable or 
stationary, space heaters 
account for 82% of home 
heating fire deaths, accord-
ing to latest statistics from 
the National Fire Protection 
Association. 

Williams also suggested 
using seasoned firewood, 
which is dried for about a 
year, in wood stoves or fire-
places. “With fresh-cut wood 

there’s a lot of moisture, and 
it burns a lot smokier and 
contributes to the build-up 
of creosote.”

He stressed the im-
portance of installing and 
maintaining, smoke alarms, 
as well as carbon monoxide 
detectors, on every level of 
the home, as the devices can 
detect odorless and poten-
tially deadly carbon monox-
ide leaks from gas heaters or 
wood pellet stoves.

Under no conditions, said 
fire officials, is it safe to use a 
portable propane heater with 
an LP tank indoors, such as 
those commonly used to fire 
up grills. Propane heaters 
produce carbon monoxide, 
which can be deadly if in-

haled in an enclosed space.
Pellet stoves should be 

cleaned each season before 
use, and chimneys need to 
be cleaned regularly to pre-
vent the buildup of creosote, 
a dangerous byproduct that 
comes from burning wood 
and stays in the chimney un-
til it’s removed.

Live Christmas trees that 
are beginning to dry out also 
pose a fire risk this time of 
year.

 “A dried-out Christmas 
tree is like a roman candle: 
If it catches fire it goes up 
quickly. Don’t keep the tree 
any longer than you have to,” 
noted Williams.

According to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, 
it can take just 30 seconds for 
a small flame to turn into a 
major blaze.

Above all, never attempt 
to put out a fire yourself, and 
designate a meeting place 
where everyone can gather 
outside the home, said Wil-
liams.

 “You have about two and 
a half minutes to get out of 
the house before that fire re-
ally gets going. Fires today 
get hot quicker and a lot hot-
ter than years ago,” he said, 
due to petroleum and plastic 
products commonly used in 
home furnishings. 
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PUBLISH YOUR 
ENGAGEMENT, WEDDING, 
BIRTH OR ANNIVERSARY 
ANNOUNCEMENT
The fee for an announcement in The Lakeville 
Journal or The Millerton News is $50 for 
text with a picture, $25 for text without a 
picture. Maximum length is 125 words. 

Text and a reproducible photograph are due 
two weeks before the desired publication 
date. If sending a photograph (.jpg or .tiff  
fi le), please include the names of everyone 
in the picture in the body of your email. 

For more information, or to submit 
your paid announcement, please email 

publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

The Planning & Zoning 
Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury will hold a 
Public Hearing to amend the 
Town of Salisbury Zoning 
Regulations to add section 
207.20- Publicly Accessible 
Electric Vehicle Charging 
Stations (EVCS), add section 
703.11 “Electric Vehicle 
Charging Stations” and 
adopt a new definition 
“Electric Vehicle Charging 
Station (EVCS). The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday 
January 16, 2024 at 5:45 
PM. There is no physical 
location for this meeting. 
This meeting will be held 
virtually via Zoom where 
interested persons can listen 
to & speak on the matter. The 
proposed amendments have 
been posted, and agenda and 
meeting instructions for 
participation will be posted 
at least 24 hours before the 
meeting at www.salisburyct.
us. Written comments may 
be submitted to the Land Use 
Office, Salisbury Town Hall, 
27 Main Street, P.O. Box 548, 
Salisbury, CT or via email 
to landuse@salisburyct.us. 
Paper copies of the proposed 
amendments  may  b e 
reviewed at the Town Clerk’s 
Office in the Salisbury Town 
Hall during regular business 
hours (9:00AM to 12:30PM 
and 1:30PM to 4:00 PM) 
Monday through Friday.

Salisbury Planning & 
Zoning Commission

Martin Whalen, Secretary
01-04-24
01-11-24

NOTICE OF 
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

To enrolled members 
of the Democratic Party 
of the of North Canaan, 
Connecticut

Pursuant to the Rules 
of the Democratic Party 
and State election laws, 
you are hereby notified 
that a caucus will be held 
on January 16, 2024, at 
6:30pm, at North Canaan 
Town Hall, 100 Pease Street, 
North Canaan, Connecticut 
to endorse candidates for 
the Democratic Town 
Committee and to transact 
other business as may be 
proper to come before said 
caucus. Dated at North 
Canaan, Connecticut, on 

January 6, 2024.
North Canaan Democratic 

Town Committee
Christian P. Allyn

Chairperson
01-11-24

NOTICE OF 
INSOLVENT ESTATE

ESTATE OF
JOHN W. CLOUSER, SR.,

Late of Falls Village
(22-00437)

The Hon.Jordan M. 
Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, at a hearing held 
on December 14, 2023, 
found the above state to be 
insolvent. Any creditor who 
fails to present his or her 
claim to the fiduciary below, 
on or before May 12, 2024, 
shall be forever be barred 
from asserting or recovering 
on such claim from the 
fiduciary, the estate of the 
decedent, or any creditor of 
the estate.

The fiduciaries are:
Kimberly J. Ketchen and 

John Clouser, Jr.
c/o Donna D Vincenti
Law Offices of Donna 

D Vincenti, Atty LLC, 12 
Porter Street, PO Box 1399, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

01-11-24

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

THOMAS C. JONES
Late of Sharon

(23-00490)
 The Hon.Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 28, 2023, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciaries are:
Samuel W. Jones and
Michael W. Jones
c/o Ellen C Marino, Ellen 

C Marino, 596 Main Street, 
Winsted, CT 06098

 Megan M. Foley
Clerk

01-11-24

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ELIZABETH T. HAGEN
Late of North Canaan

(23-00515)
 The Hon.Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 26, 2023, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Karen H. Tolman
c/o Ellen C Marino, Ellen 

C Marino, 596 Main Street, 
Winsted, CT 06098

 Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

01-11-24

Legal Notice
The Planning & Zoning 

Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury will hold a 
Public Hearing on Special 
Permit Application #2023-
0237 by owner Lime Rock 
Park II, LLC for up to 25 
private events per year not 
customary or incidental to 
a track for racing motor 
vehicles at 497 Lime Rock 
Road, Lakeville, Map 4, 
Lot 16 per Section 221.4 
of the Salisbury Zoning 
Regulations. The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, 
January 16, 2024 at 5:45 
PM. There is no physical 
location for this meeting. 
This meeting will be held 
virtually via Zoom where 
interested persons can listen 
to & speak on the matter. 
The application, agenda and 
meeting instructions will be 
listed at www.salisburyct.us. 
Written comments may be 
submitted to the Land Use 
Office, Salisbury Town Hall, 
27 Main Street, P.O. Box 548, 
Salisbury, CT or via email 
to aconroy@salisburyct.
us. Paper copies may be 
reviewed Monday through 
Thursday between the hours 
of 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM.

Salisbury Planning & 
Zoning Commission

Martin Whalen, Secretary
01-04-24
01-11-24

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 11, 2024, Thursday, January 11, 2024

Send news tips to
johnc@lakeville-

journal.com
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A house fire in Millerton, N.Y. broke out on Jan. 2. The 
cause of the fire is under investigation.



By Jennifer Almquist

NORFOLK — Home of 
the 6,400-acre Great Moun-
tain Forest, Norfolk,  a small 
town rich in history, volun-
teerism, music and art, had 
many challenges in 2023. 

The year began in the 
aftermath of a treacherous 
tanker-truck accident Nov. 5, 
2022, which resulted in 8,200 
gallons of gasoline pouring 
like a river down the roadway 
into the heart of the town via 
the sewers. The truck driver 
was transported to the hospi-
tal for minor injuries and was 
issued a warning for failure 
to maintain lane. His vehicle 
struck a telephone pole in a 
residential section of Route 
44, ruptured on a hydrant, 
and slid sideways 100 feet. 
First responders in the ear-
ly dawn hours evacuated 15 
surrounding homes, moved 
the inhabitants into Botelle 
School, and the emergency 
crew had the foresight to turn 
off any nearby generators. 

Now, 14 months later, 
the cleanup and environ-
mental testing continues. 
Some residents have yet to 
return home, and the final 
work removing contaminat-
ed soil from Maple Avenue 
south of the spill is ongoing. 
It is reported on the town 
website that Maple Avenue 
is “believed to be free of con-
tamination one year after the 
massive gas spill.” Millions 
of dollars have been spent, 
families were disrupted as 
some properties remain 
uninhabitable, but there is 
optimism and pride in the 
community response to this 
unprecedented disaster. 

Like the trials of Job, 
the town was devastated by 
flooding in mid-July after 
torrential rains. Roadways 
washed out, bridges washed 

Looking back on Norfolk’s highs and lows in 2023

away, and residents had some 
scary moments as 25 homes 
were isolated, cut off from 
emergency services. Norfolk 
declared a state of emergency 
after receiving 10.2 inches of 
rain in 24 hours. The flash 
flooding caused more than 
$4 million dollars in dam-
age to the southern part of 
Norfolk. FEMA denied fi-
nancial assistance for flood 
repairs. U.S. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal came to Norfolk 
to view the damage with First 
Selectman Matt Riiska, Road 
Supervisor Troy LaMere, and 
emergency first responders. 
The state Department of 
Transportation pitched in 
to repair Route 272. Some 
bridges remain damaged 
awaiting repair.

An early morning fire 
Sept. 10 destroyed a historic 
home in town, heartbreak-
ingly following a memorial 
service the day before, held 
for the doctor who had raised 
his family in the home. It was 

just by grace that the sleeping 
inhabitants, the Langendo-
erfer/Munch family of four, 
escaped unharmed, but 
they lost their precious cat. 
Norfolk Volunteer firemen, 
assisted by fire departments 
from Woodbury, Watertown, 
Thomaston, Bantam and 
Harwinton, valiantly fought 
the blaze, yet in the morn-
ing light, all that remained 
was the charred outline of 
the 19th-century wooden 
structure, a skeleton still 
held together by its mas-
sive beams. Neighbors and 
friends reached out to help 
the family, who lost every-
thing. A GoFundMe effort 
raised initial funds, and folks 
donated clothing and neces-
sary items. 

Norfolk Volunteer Fire 
Department made plans for a 
new firehouse in town. State 
Rep. Maria Horn (D-64) and 
state Sen. Lisa Seminara (R-
8) succeeded in obtaining a 
$2.5 million grant from the 

state Bond Commission to 
begin to cover the predicted 
$5 million cost of the build-
ing. Architect’s plans have 
been presented to the com-
munity, and Norfolk Plan-
ning and Zoning is finalizing 
its approvals. 

To end the year on a hap-
pier note, Norfolk sculptor 
Jon Riedeman was commis-
sioned as the first artist cho-
sen by the Norfolk Commu-
nity Association, established 
in 1895, to create public art 
for the town as the beginning 
of a sculpture trail. 

According to Walter God-
lewski, co-director of the trail 
project, “We are looking to 
connect the cultural islands 
in town that are separated by 
Route 44 by installing con-
temporary works that will 
draw people from one end 
of town to the other.” 

Co-presidents of the 
NCA, Doreen Kelly and Bar-
ry Webber, expressed their 

approval of Riedeman’s piece. 
“It clearly meets our goal to 
enhance Norfolk’s reputation 
as a place where art meets na-
ture”, said Kelly. 

Riedeman’s powerful 
bronze creation, the “Owl of 
Good Fortune” was installed 
on a granite plinth at the edge 
of the newly renovated Rob-
ertson Plaza in the center of 
town. The unveiling on Sept. 
2 was a joyous community 
event with speeches, and mu-
sic provided by Norfolk’s own 
Michael Cobb. 

The wise old raptor keeps 
vigil over City Meadow, the 
enhanced series of wooden 
walkways leading through 
the protected wetlands and 
natural grasses at the heart of 
town, and Haystack Moun-
tain in the distance. 

Riedeman stated: “The 
‘Owl of Good Fortune’ was 
inspired by the dichotomy 
that exists in our minds and 
our culture about the owl. I 
wanted to christen this owl 
as an owl of good spirits, of 
good fortune.” 

PHOTO: JENNIFER ALMQUIST 

Owl of Good Fortune bronze sculpture by Norfolk 
artist Jon Riedeman keeps vigil over Norfolk’s City 
Meadow and distant Haystack Mountain. 

PHOTO BY JOHN BARBAGALLO

Storm damage caused millions in repairs for Norfolk after a rainy July 2023. 

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — With 
Essex Hill Road closed due 
to a December landslide, the 
Board of Selectmen (BOS) 
discussed the damage and 
planned for repairs at a meet-
ing Jan. 2.

First Selectman Gordon 
Ridgway recently toured 
the site with Steve McDon-
nell of WMC Engineers and 
Jim Vanicky of the Cornwall 
Highway Department. Mc-
Donnell, who is also con-
sulting on the West Cornwall 
Wastewater Project and the 
River Road retaining wall re-
pair, said the landslide was 
caused by oversaturated soil 
and excess groundwater.

“You have an exposed area 
of highly erodible soils that 
could end up in the brook,” 
said McDonnell. “The dam-
age was significant enough 
that the road, as you know, 
needed to be closed.”

Yield Industries of Tor-
rington, which submitted 
the lowest bid for the River 
Road repair, also reviewed 
the damage on Essex Hill 
and said the repairs could 
be completed in about one 
week’s time. 

The proposal involved 
building a roughly three 
foot stone wall to strength-
en and rebuild the slope on 
the downhill side of the road. 
Cornwall stone and gravel 
could be used for the materi-
als. Yield would also improve 
drainage on the uphill side of 
the road to prevent further 
runoff erosion.

“I reviewed the cost as-
sessment... I think it’s a good 
approach,” said Selectman 
Rocco Botto. 

The repairs were estimat-
ed at $175,000 but could 

Cornwall plans repairs on Essex Hill

come in lower due to savings 
from use of local materials. 
Approval from the Inland 
Wetlands Commission is 
required before work can 
begin.

Heavy rain in December 
also dislodged rocks in the 
abutment beneath Furnace 
Brook Bridge at Popple 
Swamp Road. Ridgway said 
the repairs at this location 
are much less critical and 
will cost “a couple thousand 
dollars.”

“Jim [Vanicky] has con-
tacted Josh Tyson about the 
town hauling rocks. Josh 
will put them in there,” said 
Ridgway. “We could start on 
this fairly quickly.”

Inland Wetlands Com-
mission has already approved 

the work and repairs are ex-
pected to begin later this 
month.

BOS appointed Botto 
to represent the selectmen 
at Economic Development 
Committee meetings. 

“Given my background in 
marketing and business de-
velopment, I’d be happy to 
serve as the BOS rep on the 
EDC,” said Botto.

Park and Recreation’s New 
Year’s Day pancake breakfast 
was well attended Jan. 1. Mi-
chelle Shipp of Park and Rec 
said about 150 people were 
served breakfast.

“It was a learning experi-
ence to make pancakes and 
sausage for that many peo-
ple,” said Shipp. “Happy New 
Year to everyone.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF CORNWALL TOWN HALL

Oversaturated soil led to a small landslide on  
Essex Hill Road after heavy rain in December 2023.
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Our Towns

$6.3 Billion
Assets Under Management
as of 9.30.23

bfsinvest.com  |  860.527.8050

Independently owned 
by professionals of the firm

Your neighborhood
investment firm 

The expansion of our local office highlights 
our commitment to Litchfield County. 
BFS is proud to have served the community 
for nearly three decades.  

At Bradley, Foster & Sargent, we look to add meaningful value 
to your life now and over time, providing personalized wealth 
and investment management to meet your evolving needs.

174 West Street, Litchfield, CT

COMMITED TO YOUR SUCCESS

Gene Daponte
(860) 241-4610

Cindy Brightman
(860) 241-4611| Greg Miller

(860) 241-4884|
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Our Towns

Michael Abram & Vivian Garfein
Janet Accardo
Steven Aresty
Mieke Armstrong
Mary Arnold 
Katie Baldwin Designs
Gaile Binzen
Tom & Lynn Blagden
Richard & Freya Block
Grant & Karen Bogle
Dan Bolognani
Anne Bowen 
Sandra Boynton 
Donald & Susan Brant 
Jeb & Sabina Breece
Chris & Joseph Brennan 
David & Joan Bright 
Paul & Laurel Britton
Frank & Diane Bruno
Mark & Jane Capecelatro 
Laura Carlson & Jim Dresser
John & Deborah Carter
May Castleberry & Michael Fitzgerald
Rusty & Tina Chandler
Margaret Heather Chapman 
Allen & Robin Cockerline
Joel & Terry Cohen
Barbara & Lee Collins
Tom Conroy
Ralph & Gina D’Angelo 
Judy Dansker
Virginia Davidson
Margaret & Brian Degaray
Rick & Barbara DelPrete
Peter & Debra Downs
Sylvia Durning
Samuel Eaton 
Michael Elliston
Priscilla Ellsworth
George & Lorraine Faison
Richard Feiner & Annette Stover
Robert Fiengo 
Diane Fitzmyer and Joe Murphy
Bill & Lesleigh Forsyth
Tim & Lisa Foster
Harriet Fried
K Evan Friedman 
William Friedrich
Leo & Judy Gafney
Linda Garlick & Roy Brickley
Peter Gevalt
Libby & Daniel Goldring
Kim & Jeffrey Greenberg
Sarah & Chris Gunderson
Josh Hahn
Maureen Hales

Janet Hamber 
Elyse Harney
Lee Hayes
David & Peggy Heck 
Inge Heckel & Jeffrey Hamlin
Christopher Hewat
Heidi Hoeller & Paul Serbaniewicz
Sandy Huckleberry
Nancy & Neil Humphreys
Jack & Beth Isler
Andrew & Michelle Jacobs
Gerald Jamin & Claudia Nalesnik
Dean & Jacqueline Jendsen
Pat Jenny & Kent Hiteshew
Gordon Johnson 
David Jones 
Anita Jorgensen & Donald Blair
Barbara Kahn Moller & Karsten Moller
Richard & Carol Kalikow
Jeffrey & Claudia Keenan
Jane & Bob Keiter
Peter & Alice Kent 
Tom & Kay Key 
Alison Kiefer 
Tyler Kinder & Peter Blackstock
Sue & Bill Kirber
Alison Kist
Jenifer Kobylarz & Markus Baenziger
John & Jaye Landon
Alexandra Lange
John E. Lange
Sophie Leibowitz
Peter & Lauren Lese
Florence & Roger Liddell 
Deborah Mark
Theresa Martinko
Ronald and Susan Match
Gary & Erika Matt 
Roger McKee
Judith McKernon 
Benjamin Metcalf
Gloria Miller & Macey Levin
Charles Mirabile & Parker Boal
Ellyn & Larry Mittman
Bill & Sue Morrill
Sarah & Tom Morrison
NBT Bank
Michael & Martha Nesbitt
Karen Nickerson
Karen Noble
Mehrdad & Merilee Noorani
Janet & David Offensend
Philip Oppenheimer & Mary Close
Richard Paddock 
Robert & Patricia Palmer 
Libby Panzer

Paul Parker & Andrea Hagan
Louis Petrillo & Sarah Maltby
Mark & Carolyn Piccirelli
James Picton
Jane Pinckney
Christian & Katherine Plunkett
Thomas Ragan
Clare Rashkoff 
Daniel & Holly Reid 
Lynn & Richard Reifsnyder
Susan & Peter Restler
Cristin & David Rich
Kevin & Lisa Riley
Lester & Wayne Riley
Dorothy Rivkin & Richard McGriff
Helen Klein Ross
Michelle & Peter Roth
Edward Rothstein  
Salisbury Association
Peggy & Edward Sands
Saul Sargis
Kenneth & Edith Schechter 
Tom Shachtman & Harriet Shelare
Richard Shanley
John Silliman & Leslie Hadra
Jennifer Sims
Frederick Skelding
Isabel Sloane & Drew Robbins
Abeth Slotnick & Chris Pouler
Christopher Smeall & Ann Fabian
Linda Smith
Howard Sobel & Ileene Smith
John & Elizabeth Sprague
Gerald Stanton
Steven & Emily Steinman
Trish & John Stimpson
Addison Stone & Joanne Carlisle
Donald & Rachel Strauber 
Meryl Streep
Alex & Mary Taylor 
Stephanie Tierney
Suzanne Tillman
Peter Tomlinson & Tracey Tiska
Betty Tyburski
Rise & Quentin Van Doosselaere
Michael & Kathleen Voldstad
Cynthia Walsh & Rene Milo
Robert & Jeanette Weber
Ellen Wertheimer & Mark Rahdert
Thomas Whitridge 
Barbara Wiggins
Gregory Wilmore
Robert & Judy Winters
Richard Woods
Edward & Catherine Woolston
Linda Yowell and Richard Zuckerman

The Salisbury Association Land Trust thanks these generous 
donors who enabled us to purchase 14 pristine acres in the 
beautiful Salmon Kill Valley, saving one of our town’s most 
iconic views from development.

 
¢
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By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — 
The per-pupil tax basis in the 
Region One school district 
has been in place for roughly 
90 years. 

North Canaan sends the 
most students to Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School  (HVRHS) and, under 
the current model, pays the 
most of the six towns in the 
district.

Frustrated with ever in-
creasing education expenses, 
North Canaan residents have 
sought to redesign the tax as-
sessment model within the 
school district.

At a meeting of the Board 
of Selectmen (BOS) on Jan. 
3, there was a discussion on 
restructuring the assessment 
model to be based on each 
town’s grand list as opposed 
to total students.

“What that means for 
North Canaan is about a sev-
en to eight mill [rate] reduc-
tion,” said First Selectman 
Brian Ohler. “What it means 
for Salisbury, Sharon, Kent 
— the more affluent towns, 
towns that may be able to 
absorb it a little better than 
we can — it’s a nominal in-
crease of .5 mills, half a mill, 
or one mill.”

To accomplish this 
change, all six towns must 
agree to the restructure. 
Ohler said as of Jan. 3, the 
towns are split on the issue, 
and he was optimistic that 
new leaders in the district 
may get on board.

“From what we’ve heard, 
there are a few towns right 
now that are accepting of it 
because it’s going to benefit 
them as well,” said Ohler. “It’s 

North Canaan proposes 
restructuring Region 
One tax assessments

50/50 right now and I believe 
others are close to accepting 
it.”

BOS plans to speak with 
each town’s leaders one-on-
one in the coming months. If 
all six towns agree, the pro-
posal will be brought to the 
state legislature for approval.

In an effort to improve 
permitting in town, “Make 
it happen Mondays” will be-
gin at North Canaan Town 
Hall later in January. The goal 
of the initiative is to have all 
necessary town personnel 
present in the same building 
at the same time.

“Starting Monday the 
22nd, we’re going to have 
zoning enforcement official, 
the building department, 
fire marshal’s office, and 
Torrington Area Health all 
here from 8 to 11 [a.m.],” said 
Ohler. “All the main players 
and stakeholders are going 
to be in here... so we’ll get 
your answers, get the permits 
signed off, and everyone’s on 
their way to complete their 
projects.”

Additionally, Ohler said 
he would be in Town Hall as 
early as 5 a.m. on Mondays. 

The transfer station began 
the new year with a redesign 
of its layout. There is a new 
spot to place mattresses, elec-
tronics, donations and appli-
ances. Directional signs have 
been placed to guide visitors. 
Each car entering the transfer 
station is required to have a 
permit sticker.

BOS discussed improving 
cell phone coverage on Ca-
naan Valley Road. Plans to 
install a new cell tower were 
discussed. Potential sites will 
be reviewed by BOS with 
more information to come.

By Kathryn Boughton 
Kent Good Times Dispatch

KENT — The state of the 
world may be parlous, the 
geopolitical universe spin-
ning out of control, but Kent 
business leaders refuse to let 
divisiveness trickle down 
into their community. 

The Chamber of Com-
merce has launched a cam-
paign to knit together the 
frayed edges of communal 
cooperation and to bring the 
town together.

Ellen Corsell, vice pres-
ident of the Chamber, ex-
plained this week that she 
had perceived that Kent, 
which once boasted a vi-
brant and close-knit business 
community, was becoming 
fragmented, with an aura of 
distrust among its people.

Although retired from her 
own business, Heron Gallery, 
Corsell viewed the situation 
with dismay and decided to 
rejoin the Chamber mem-
bership. “The world has be-
come so divided,” she said. 
“There is so much animosi-
ty and distrust. We can’t do 
anything at the global level, 
but we can work in our own 
town. So, we developed the 
idea CommUNITY, of cre-
ating events in the town that 
will bring people together.”

The first flowerings of the 
effort bloomed almost im-
mediately in the form of a 
convivial Quiz Night, which 
was followed by December’s 
wildly successful holiday 
celebration that engaged the 
entire business community.

“The Parade of Lights is 
always wonderful,” Corsell 
said, “but this year it was 
bigger than ever. All of the 
businesses stayed open late 
and there were tons of people 
in the street.”

The spirit permeated the 
community with nonprofits 
and businesses alike cooper-
ating to turn Main Street into 
a welcoming wonderland. 

“Lara Hanson contacted 
me and said, ‘Let’s light up 
St. Andrew’s,’” recounted 
Corsell. “In just a few days 
we raised $2,000 to make it 
happen. Everyone said, ‘Just 
do it’ and we had donations 
that ranged from $25 to $500. 
There was this sense of peo-
ple coming together to make 
this wonderful feeling on the 
street. It was just joyful.”

An influx of new busi-
nesses has added to the 
sense of vibrancy this year, 
including the opening of 45 
on Main, a coffee and choc-
olate shop. Co-owner Gary 
Kidd bathes his business in 
color, changing the decor 

with each passing holiday.
“Look at this,” said Cor-

sell, waving a hand at the 
colorful Christmas decor 
and indicating the vault in 
one side of the converted 
building, where Santa Claus 
took up residence on several 
occasions during the Christ-
mas season. Outside, the 
Grinch held court, his lurid 
green face luring visitors to 
the Christmas Wonderland 
inside.

But perhaps the most sur-
prising — and charming — 
result of Kidd’s imagination 
were the disco-type lights 
he installed in the spacious 
bathroom. He whipped out 
his phone and called up a 
video of children dancing 
in the bathroom to piped-in 
music.

“I want to make coming 

here like kids coming into a 
candy store for my custom-
ers,” said Kidd, who will soon 
transform the decorations for 
Valentine’s Day.

“We’re flourishing when 
so many towns in Connecti-
cut are not,” said Corsell. 
Indeed, in December, Kent 
was highlighted as the final 
town in a six-part series by 
Laura Benys in Connecticut 
Magazine. She extolled all the 
diverse, upscale businesses 
in town that draw weekend 
crowds from metropolitan 
regions.

That does not mean that 
the business community is 
resting on its laurels, how-
ever. The Chamber is already 
planning its next event, a 
Robbie Burn’s Night at the 
Community Hall on Jan. 27. 
Kidd, a Glaswegian, brings 
his familiarity with Scottish 
society to the event, and 
community members are 
pitching in to make the eve-
ning festive and diverse.

Kidd said the evening’s 
entertainment is still devel-
oping, but could include a 
bagpiper, instruction in ce-
ilidh dancing, a tasting of 
Scottish liquors, a reading of 
Burns’ poems, and a Scottish 
dinner with — hang on, folks 
— haggis! 

“The piper would pipe in 
the haggis,” Kidd said. “I’ve 
asked the House of Books 
[people] to read Burns’ origi-
nal poems and Ira Shapiro of 
Kent Wine and Spirits will do 
the tasting. 

Other townspeople are 
already indicating their 
willingness to participate in 
making the event a bright 
spot in a dark January night.

“The people are the bread 
and butter of the town,” said 
Corsell. “The sense of com-
munity is spreading.”

PHOTO BY KATHRYN BOUGHTON

Gary Kidd, co-owner of 45 on Main, and Ellen Corsell, 
vice president of the Chamber of Commerce.

Kent marches into 2024 in unity
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel   

Lower River Road, West Cornwall

Worship Services
Week of January 14, 2023

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
Misa en español a las 4 de la tarde

el último domingo de mes
The Revs. Heidi Truax & Felix Rivera

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
The next meeting will be

Sunday, January 14 at 10:30 a.m.
2024 The Year Ahead

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On The Green

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
Childrens Camp | Shabbat Services 

Hebrew School | Cteen | YJP
Judaism With A Smile!

chabadNW.org
860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.
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Robert Andrew Parker
WEST CORNWALL —

Robert “Bob” Andrew Park-
er, 96, passed away at home 
on Dec. 27, 2023, surrounded 
by his loving family. Husband 
to the late Judith Mellecker, 
who died in August, he was 
a father of five sons and a 
grandfather of six.  

Born in 1927, in Norfolk, 
Virginia, to Harriett Cow-
din Parker and William Clay 
Parker, a dentist with the Pub-
lic Health Service, the family 
moved frequently, living in 
New Mexico, Seattle, Indi-
ana, and Chicago. He began 
drawing as a child while sick 
at home with tuberculosis. 

Near the end of World War 
II, he served in the Army Air 
Corps, where he worked as 
an airplane mechanic. After 
being honorably discharged 
from military service in 1949, 
he attended the Art Institute 
of Chicago, beginning a long 
and prolific career as an il-
lustrator, painter, and print-
maker.

His work was expressive, 
often cheeky, with an implied 
narrative that reflected a wry 
sense of humor; some of his 
favorite subjects were war 
scenes, battleships, airplanes, 
dogs, monkeys, insects, land-
scapes, portraits, and linge-
rie-clad women. Known for 
his evocative watercolors and 
vivid prints, he had a loose 
style of drawing. Print Mag-
azine described him as, “One 
of the great masters of 20th 
century illustration.”

In 1952, he was the young-
est artist to show at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art. Later, 
he attended the Skowhegan 
School of Painting & Sculp-
ture, and Atelier 17 in New 
York City.

He went on to create illus-
trations for the New Yorker, 
Playboy, Penthouse, For-
tune, Sports Illustrated, Es-
quire, Time, New York, and 
other magazines. He played 
the hands of Vincent van 
Gogh, recreating his work in 
the 1956 film “Lust for Life,” 
starring Kirk Douglas. After 
the film, he was able to work 
as a full-time artist. 

Blending his passion for 
jazz and art, he painted album 
covers for Columbia Records 
musicians from Duke Elling-
ton to Thelonious Monk, and 
illustrated works by literary 
giants such as Vladimir 
Nabokov, Stendahl, and poet 

Marianne Moore, who wrote 
of him as an artist “for whom 
small things could be great 
things.” 

Parker raised five sons 
with his first wife, Dorothy 
Daniels Parker, in Carmel, 
New York, where their home 
was filled with music and art, 
which passed on to his boys 
— one, now an artist, and 
four who became professional 
drummers.

He illustrated dozens of 
children’s books, earning 
a Schneider Family Book 
Award and a Randolph 
Caldecott Medal, among 
many awards. He also taught 
art at the New York School for 
the Deaf, Parsons School of 
Design, Rhode Island School 
of Design, Geritt Rietveld 
Academie in Amsterdam, and 
the School of Visual Arts in 
New York.

His world travels included 
treks in the Himalayas, and 
forays to Central America 
and West Africa on assign-
ment for Fortune Magazine. 
Aside from his art, he loved 
fly fishing on the Housatonic 
River, hunting pheasant in 
Ireland, and drumming in his 
jazz band, Jive by Five, playing 
at New England venues for 
30 years. 

His work appears in per-
manent collections of the 
Guggenheim, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, Museum of 
Modern Art, Whitney Mu-
seum of American Art, the 
Art Institute of Chicago, Los 
Angeles County Museum of 
Art, the Smithsonian Ameri-
can Art Museum, and others. 
Inducted into the Society of 
Illustrators Hall of Fame in 
2004, his life and work are 
showcased in a 2019 doc-
umentary “A is for Artist,” 
produced by the Vision & 
Art Project.

He is survived by sons 
Christopher, Anthony, Eric, 
Geoffrey, and Nicholas; 
daughters-in-law Janice Park-
er, Toni Marie Casella, and 
Shantal Riley; grandchildren 
Claudia, Jack, Max, Russell, 
Willem, and Reed, along with 
scores of dear friends and col-
leagues. 

Donations can be made in 
lieu of flowers to the Amer-
ican Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, PO Box 515, 
Northampton, MA 01061.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements. 

Lisa Lansing Simont
CORNWALL — Lisa 

Lansing (Simont), age 81, of 
Cornwall, passed away on 
Dec. 24, 2023, after a short 
illness.

Lisa was born on May 
13, 1942, to Tod and Eliza-
beth Lansing in Providence, 
Rhode Island. After she grad-
uated from Roger Ludlow 
High School in Fairfield, she 
went on to get her undergrad-
uate degree in 1964 at Mount 
Holyoke College where she 
was the chief editor of the 
Mount Holyoke News.

After her college gradu-
ation and knowing that she 
wanted to be a newspaper 
reporter, Lisa started a three-
year stint working for the 
Berkshire Eagle in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts

In 1967 Lisa left Pittsfield 
for Washington, D.C. where 
she took a position at the 
Congressional Quarterly.

In early 1968, Lisa left the 
Congressional Quarterly to 
join her first husband, Mil-
ton Gwirtzman, to work on 
the campaign of Presidential 
hopeful Robert F. Kennedy. 

Lisa, who worked for Pierre 
Salinger, the head of the press 
operation for Ken-
nedy’s campaign, 
was with the cam-
paign in California 
when Bobby Ken-
nedy was assassi-
nated and returned 
to New York on Air 
Force One with his 
body on board.

In 1969, Lisa’s 
journalistic work 
in politics took a back seat 
to motherhood after Mat-
thew, the first of her two 
children, was born. A year 
later she spent 18 months in 
Paris to absorb the culture 
and to pursue her passion for 
cooking where she took a six-
week course at Cordon Bleu.

While pregnant with her 
second child, Dan, in 1971, 
Lisa came back to the US to 
live in Chevy Chase, Mary-
land where, throughout the 
1970s, she often volunteered 
her talents to causes she em-
braced.

In 1976 her family moved 
to Newton, Massachusetts. 

In 1981, Lisa earned a mas-
ter’s degree in business ad-

ministration with a 
specialty in public 
management from 
Boston University. 
Later in the 1980s 
she worked in the 
development office 
of the Museum of 
Science in Boston.

Lisa was pas-
sionate about art. 
She worked at the 

China Trade Museum un-
til its 1984 merger with the 
Peabody Essex Museum in 
Salem.

Often the traveler and ad-
venturer, in 1976, she visited 
China with Milton in one of 
the first groups to travel there 
from the west since 1949. In 
the mid 1980s Lisa went on 
an Outward-Bound trip in 
the Everglades in the south-
west coast of Florida.

In 1989, Lisa and Milton 
had an amicable divorce and 
she soon met Marc Dalton 
(Doc) Simont who became 
her close companion and fu-
ture husband. She bought a 

house in Cornwall in 1990, 
where she spent the rest of 
her life.

Lisa was the Finance 
Director for the Town of 
Cornwall for 16 years un-
til she retired in 2007. She 
volunteered for a number of 
societies, served on the board 
of the Cornwall Library, and 
also was the President of the 
Cornwall Historical Society 
until her death.

Her survivors include 
her husband, Doc Simont; 
her two sons, Matthew and 
Daniel Gwirtzman; a sister, 
Miss Lydia Lansing, and a 
brother, Robert Lansing. She 
was predeceased by a sister, 
Mary Lansing.

There will be a service for 
Lisa in the spring. In lieu of 
flowers, gifts to the Cornwall 
Historical Society and/or the 
Cornwall Library will be wel-
come.

Joan Schuster
MILLERTON — Joan C. 

Schuster, 88, a fifteen year 
resident of Cedar Hill, Texas 
and a thirty- four 
year resident of 
Stanfordville, New 
York, died Friday, 
Jan. 5, 2024, at her 
home in Cedar 
Hill. Joan was a 
retired school bus 
driver for Dutchess 
B.O.C.E.S in 
Poughkeepsie, NY.

Born July 30, 
1935, in Millerton, New York, 
she was the daughter of the 
late Albert N. and Florence 
(Parmalee) Silvernail. She 
was educated in the Webu-
tuck Central School District. 
On April 9, 1955 in Miller-
ton, she married Robert F. 
“Bob” Schuster. Their mar-
riage lasted nearly fifty-four 
years. Mr. Schuster passed 
away on December 4, 2008. 

Joan was a parishioner 
of the North East Baptist 
Church in Millerton for over 
fifty years where she served 
as a Sunday school teacher 
as well. She was currently a 
member of the Cedar Heights 
Baptist Church in Cedar Hill, 
Texas. Joan was also a mem-
ber of the Senior Activity 
Center in Midlothian, Tex-
as. She enjoyed playing cards 
and Bingo in her spare time 
and was an avid reader and 
also liked puzzles. She will be 
dearly missed by her loving 
family and many friends.

Joan is survived by her 
daughter, Terry Young and 
her son, Mark Schuster; 

seven grandchil-
dren, Ryan Young, 
Amanda L. Young, 
Jessica L. (Young) 
McGowan, Jenni-
fer (Schuster) Cop-
ley, Jacob Schuster, 
Kellie (Schuster) 
Derryberry and 
Kim Schuster; nine 
great grandchil-
dren, Gavin Singh, 

Kira Khadivi, Kayla Khadivi, 
Ryalee Copley, Hailey Mc-
Gowan, Caitlyn McGowan, 
Trinity McGowan, Abby 
Derryberry and Branson 
Derryberry; her sister-in-
law, Joan Silvernail and her 
nephews, Robbie Silvernail 
and David and Peter Corbett 
and many friends. In addi-
tion to her parents and hus-
band, Joan was predeceased 
by her brother, Bernard O. 
“Bernie” Silvernail and her 
sister, Isabel Corbett. 

Private committal prayers 
followed by burial in the 
family plot will take place at 
Evergreen Cemetery in Pine 
Plains, New York this week. 
To send an online condolence 
to the family or plant a tree 
in Joan’s memory, please vis-
it www.conklinfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 
37 Park Avenue, Millerton, 
NY 12546.

Dorothy Cass
CORNWALL — After a 

long, full life Dorothy Cass 
entered eternal rest on Jan. 
5, 2023.

She was born on June 15, 
1925,  and grew up in Queens, 
New York, a daughter to Su-
sanna and Frederick York 
and sister to siblings, Dolores 
Orton, her twin, Germaine 
Wininger and Howard York.

She married her husband 
Joseph B. Cass and moved to 
the country where she resid-
ed with him and their chil-
dren. They moved to Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, until his 
death, at which time she re-
turned to Connecticut to be 
closer to her children. She re-
sided in Cornwall for the last 
twenty five years of her life.

She died in her home sur-
rounded by family.

She was an avid garden-
er and had many treasured 
friends. Dorothy was an 
active member of the Wom-
an’s Society of Cornwall and 
helped in many fund raisers.

In addition to her husband 
Joseph B. Cass, she was pre-
deceased by three children; 
Brad, Michael and Amanda, 
three grandchildren; Wendy 

Jackson, Jody Cass and Mi-
chael Southworth.

She is survived 
by her three sons; 
Kenny, Freder-
ick and his wife 
Maryann, Brian 
Cass, and her two 
daughters Jane 
Jackson (Cass) and 
her husband Rog-
er, Susanne Scott 
(Cass) and her 
husband Robert Pierce. She 
is also survived by 9 grand-
children; Stephanie and Alli-
son Chase, Marty Cass, Jan-

ice Barnes, Skeeter (Roger) 
Garren and his wife Chrissy, 

Chelby and Ben 
Cass, Rebecca 
Scott and Emily 
Svenningsen; six 
great grandchil-
dren; Dyllan Mun-
son, Willie, Katy, 
and Izzy Barnes, 
Colton and Bri-
anna Southworth 
and two great great 

grandchildren; Ryker and Ta-
lyn Munson.

She will be sadly missed 
by her nieces who loved her 

as a surrogate mom; Annie 
Barnes, Lisa Morales, Mary 
Mosegard, Karolyn Shepard 
and Kathy Venute.

It gave her great joy when 
they, along with all of her 
nieces and nephews came to 
visit her.

She also had a special 
fondness for Rob Budny 
who was a caregiver for Ken-
ny and became like another 
son to her.

At her request services 
will be private for the family.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Send obituaries 
to johnc@lakevillejournal.com
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More letters on page A7.

Community 

This week’s front page showcases stories about 
how the citizens of the Northwest Corner are 
making it a better place to live. Debra Aleksinas 

details efforts to protect environmentally and aesthet-
ically sensitive land in the Salmon Kill River Valley. 
Natalia Zukerman profiles a crusader for social justice 
and women’s health.

In Compass, in the third part of a series about the 
healing power of theater, Lee Davies writes about how 
The Sharon Playhouse has been instrumental in bring-
ing invigorating, in-person experiences to us.

These stories remind us how our friends and neigh-
bors are making a difference.

More than 170 people raised $800,000 so that the 
Salisbury Association Land Trust could purchase 14 
acres of farmland property in the Salmon Kill Valley. 
The valley and the creek itself have long been consid-
ered some of the most beautiful and ecologically valu-
able resources in Connecticut, Aleksinas writes. As 
Jeanette Weber, president of the Salisbury Association 
says, “We are very grateful to have received donations 
from so many people in the community.”

From many to one. Our community also needs to 
appreciate what one woman has done for many. Betsey 
Mauro, the departing executive director of Project 
SAGE, leaves behind a strong, community-based 
organization that supports, advocates for, guides and 
educates the victims of relationship violence through 
services and outreach programs in the Northwest 
Corner. When Mauro began in 2016, the organization 
was called Women’s Support Services. It has since 
changed its name to Project SAGE. Mauro expanded 
the organization and created a network that reaches 
far beyond Lakeville. “Whether I’m in a church or I’ve 
been in this role here, it’s all about how we lift up peo-
ple and also challenge the systems that are unfair, that 
keep people from accessing their full selves,” Mauro 
says.

 In Part III of Davies’ series on the role of theater in 
a community, Lee writes about how the Sharon Play-
house is partnering with local support groups, includ-
ing Project Sage on the 2023 production of “Oliver!” 
Last fall, The Sharon Playhouse teamed up with The 
Salisbury Forum and this newspaper to co-sponsor a 
panel discussion about its production of “Lifespan of 
a Fact” on the hot issue of truth in journalism. It also 
worked with the Hotchkiss Library of Sharon to make 
its “Little Women” community read a success. During 
the 2023 season, Davies reports that The Sharon 

Our Trees: Let ‘em live
On any given workday, 

open your door, go outside, 
and listen. Chances are 
what you will hear mingled 
with everyday sounds is the 
wailing of chainsaws and the 
moaning of chippers — tree 
removal equipment trans-
forming life into death. 

Hardly a week goes by we 
are not prompted to stop our 
cars for a poor soul holding 
a stop/slow sign while the 
tree crews impose the car-
nage on roadside trees. What 
is equally alarming is the re-
moval of perfectly healthy 
trees and other vegetation on 
private property. The short-
sighted reasoning behind 
this wonton elimination of 
biomass is varied. 

Some homeowners have 
been instilled with a fear 
that their trees are going 
to topple onto their homes 
or where they recreate, so 
those menacing trees must 
be removed before they can 
cause harm. 

Still others wish to open 
up vistas of distant views for 
their personal viewing plea-
sure, totally disregarding the 
damage they may be doing 
to their own ecosystems. 
And the most ludicrous 
reason: cut down the trees 
to grow more lawn! 

How did we get here?
The truth is there are 

plenty of trees that pose a 
real hazard and are best re-
moved preemptively. The 
pestilences that have been 
wrought on our native veg-
etation — many by human 
intercession — like climate 
change, non-indigenous in-
vasive plants, the Emerald 
Ash Borer, and the Spongy 
Moth, to name a few, have 
left many trees in sore straits. 
This is where skilled arbor-
ists with their chainsaws and 

chippers, and those min-
imum wage workers with 
their stop/slow signs, are put 
to their best and highest use. 

It is the otherwise healthy 
native trees and other veg-
etation that is the focus of 
this article.

Ponder for a moment that 
tree-like life forms have been 
on this planet between 350 
and 420 million years! In 
contrast, human-like crea-
tures have been around for 
a mere 1.5-2 million years; 
modern Homo sapiens for 
160,000 years. Weren’t we 
taught to respect our elders? 

Maybe our human brain 
chauvinism has clouded our 
ability to see the wisdom and 
the value in a living being 
that is other than ourselves.

What wisdom can a tree 
hold, you ask? Think of a 
time when the sun was too 
hot and you moved toward 
the shade, or were thirsty 
and took a drink of water, 
or the myriad reasons we do 
things for our comfort and 
survival. Now think of a tree, 
rooted in place. 

They have developed 
mechanisms that allow them 
to persist through the trib-
ulations of their lives, right 
where they are, in some cas-
es for thousands of years. 
Pretty smart.

Countless ecological 
services trees provide to 
sustain all life, like oxygen 
to breathe, climate modifica-
tion, carbon storage, and the 
transcendent wellbeing we 
feel just being among them, 
is reason enough to consider 
every tree as sacrosanct and 
to think and feel first before 
we end a life unnecessarily. 
If trees had lawyers, we’d be 
in trouble!

Mike Nadeau
Sharon

Thanking 
Sharon voters

We on the Sharon Energy 
and Environment Commis-
sion thank the voters of Sha-
ron for their support of the 
solar array which will provide 
both clean and inexpensive 
energy for the Sharon Cen-
ter School. We appreciate the 
fact that there are reasonable 
objections to the siting of the 
array and to various aspects of 
solar in general. However, we 
also know that continued reli-
ance on fossil fuels will leave 
a damaged if not dying planet 
to future generations. The so-
lar array in Sharon represents 
a small saving in fossil fuels, 
but if towns across America 
follow our example, we may 
hope for a brighter future 
than our current pattern of 
energy consumption suggests.

Lyn Mattoon  
Helena Barnes  

Katy Kinsolving 
Roger Liddell
Mike Nadeau 

Doug Rick 
Shrevie Shepherd 

Jane Strong

Let’s stand by the Constitution
As controversy intensifies 

about whether the Constitu-
tion disqualifies Trump from 
holding office, we trust our 
election officials, judges, 
and justices to enforce the 
Constitution as their oaths 
of office require.

From 1776, Thomas Paine 
inspires:

THESE are the times that 
try men’s souls. The summer 
judge and the sunshine jus-
tice will, in this crisis, shrink 
from enforcing the constitu-
tion of their country; but he 
that stands by it NOW, de-
serves the love and thanks of 
man and woman. (Based on 
The American Crisis Num-
ber 1) 

1. Section 3 of Amend-
ment XIV is clear:

No person shall ... hold 

any office, ... who, having 
previously taken an oath ... to 
support the Constitution of 
the United States, shall have 
engaged in insurrection or 
rebellion against the same .... 
But Congress may by a vote 
of two-thirds of each House, 
remove such disability.

2.  There is only one crit-
ical question — Did Trump 
engage in insurrection 
against the Constitution? 
If “Yes,” Section 3 prohibits 
Trump from holding office. 
If “No,” Section 3 does not 
apply. 

3.  The prohibition is au-
tomatic and absolute (“No 
person shall ...”). The prohibi-
tion does not require action 
by Congress or conviction of 
any crime. 

4.  While Section 3 does 
not require Congressional 

action in order to disquali-
fy, it permits Congress (by 
two-thirds of each House) to 
remove the disqualification. 
Congress has not removed 
the disqualification; the pro-
hibition is in effect if Trump 
engaged in insurrection.

5.  In the second impeach-
ment of Donald J. Trump, the 
House of Representatives 
voted 232 to 197 to indict 
Trump for “Incitement of 
Insurrection,” and the Senate 
voted “Guilty” by a vote of 57 
to 43. While the Senate vote 
fell short of the two-thirds 
necessary to convict in an 
impeachment trial, Congress 
has determined by a major-
ity vote of both the House 
of Representatives and the 
Senate that Trump engaged 
in insurrection.

6.  The results of criminal 

prosecutions of Trump are 
not relevant to the Consti-
tutional question of qualifi-
cation to hold office. 

7.  State courts and elec-
tion officials are considering 
the issue in the context of the 
preparation of ballots for 
Republican Party primaries. 
Both the District Court and 
the Supreme Court of Colo-
rado determined that Trump 
engaged in insurrection as 
did the Secretary of State of 
Maine. Some state courts and 
election officials have avoid-
ed the issue on procedural 
grounds. There will be more 
decisions shortly. 

8.  Some argue that en-
forcing Section 3 to disqual-
ify Trump from office and the 
ballot would be anti-demo-
cratic and that voters should 
be able to vote for Trump 
even if he is an oath-break-
ing insurrectionist. On the 
contrary, in the context of the 
determination by Congress 
and state courts and election 
officials that Trump has en-
gaged in insurrection, failure 
to enforce Section 3 would be 
anti-democratic. American 
democracy will shine as Sec-
tion 3 is enforced and Trump 
is prohibited from holding 
office again. We shall then 
be able to express our love 
and thanks to the election 
officials, judges, and justices 
who stand by the Constitu-
tion.

G. A. Mudge
Sharon

Observations on Salisbury housing
As an attendee at a meet-

ing on the evening of Jan. 4, 
to move forward a plan to 
build houses in an already 
relatively crowded area near 
the center of Salisbury, I 
would like to state my ob-
servations.

1. All the decisions being 
made, and all the praise for 
the project, were being made 
almost entirely by people 
whose own homes will not 
be affected. 

2. It seemed as if letters 
in opposition to using this 
building site, which contain 
the reasons for that opposi-
tion in the voices of those af-
fected, had not been given to 
all members of the Salisbury 
Affordable Housing Com-
mission and the Salisbury 
Housing Trust.  It looked as 
though those who had not 
seen them had formed their 
opinions in a bubble created 
by people who find the build-
ing site so ideal. 

Anyone who had not read 
them would then have voted 
to recommend that the plan 
be passed forward after only 
just hearing those people 
speak for the brief opportu-
nity they were allowed. It is 
doubtful that the momentum 
built by then would have al-
lowed a pause to reconsider 
based on what those peo-
ple said. Isn’t it part of the 
responsibility of the leaders 
of these groups to be sure 
all members consider those 

voices well in advance, and 
not just the voices of those 
who choose to look at it as 
a good idea from properties 
far from the proposed site?

3. By passing the proposal 
closer to a town-wide vote, 
the people affected by the ad-
dition of these buildings so 
near to their own homes will 
be guaranteed a much great-
er minority than it would be 
if the whole committee had 
heard them. On top of that, 
a public campaign is being 
conducted that can only con-
tinue to drown their voices 
out.

The question is not 
whether affordable housing 
is a good idea. Everyone is 
in favor of it. Please do not 
think that being against 
building on this site is being 
against affordable housing.

And the decision to build 
on the land that has been 
proposed should not be 
based on it being town land 
and therefore being relatively 
easy to get, and especially not 
be made to satisfy a project 
deadline. The effects would 
be permanent. 

The issue here is whether 
the town will take seriously 
the voices of people in their 
concern for not crowding 
Salisbury in this particular 
place; they are people with a 
very real motivation to speak 
for the welfare of the whole 
town by addressing this issue 
and for preventing the effects 

of crowding that other people 
cannot as clearly see.

To honestly agree with 
this proposal, you must also 
agree that you would be 
willing to have the buildings 
built in the equivalent space 
to your back yard — how 
many people moving this 
forward would do that? — 
instead of finding a location, 
difficult as that might be, that 
does not have the damaging 
effects that voting yes on this 
proposal would have. 

L. Tomaino
Lakeville
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large
In checking several of our listed 
houses in the storm yesterday, I 
found one where the jet well pump 
was running and that there was no 
water pressure in the house. A jet 
well pump is designed for shallow 
wells and is usually installed in the 
basement and not in the well itself. 
So the � rst thing to do was to shut 
the pump o�  at the electrical box 
so it would not burn out. Second 
is to call your plumber. � e cause 
may be that the pump has lost its 
prime, which means that there 
is a leak either in the line or one 
of the seals allowing air into the 
system. Additionally there may be 
a blockage in the line. For more 
information, please visit: www.
grecoandhaines.com/how-do-you-
prime-a-well-pump ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

100 years ago — 
 January 1924

E.L. Peabody, C.E. Miller 
and Grant Eggleston are in 
Litchfield on jury duty this 
week.

Mr. and Mrs. John Mc-
Chesney are now at home 
in Miss Spaulding’s cottage 
on Church Street.

Adv.: Lost — Jan. 8th 
One Weed Tire Chain 31 x 
4 between Brinton’s Garage 
and Lakeville. Will finder 
please notify R.E. Treat, 
Salisbury.

50 years ago — 
 January 1974

The seven schools of Re-
gional District 1 will open 
and close a half hour later 
each day for two weeks, 
beginning Jan. 14. The 
purpose of the switch is to 
prevent accidents to chil-
dren waiting at bus stops 
or walking to school in pre-
dawn darkness. This week’s 
time change to Daylight 
Saving Time has meant that 

SCOTUS on trial 

many school bus routes now 
start well before dawn.

The Public Utilities Com-
mission has granted a re-
quest for the removal of the 
railroad crossing gates and 
the watchman’s shanty at the 
Main Street intersection in 
Canaan. Notice of the ap-
proval came in a letter re-
ceived by town officials last 
Friday. The crossing gates 
have not been used in over 
a year and their removal was 
requested to improve foot 
and highway traffic in the 
area. A town hall spokes-
man said that a Lakeville 
contractor, Richard Snyder, 
has offered to remove the 
gates free of charge if he was 
allowed to keep them. Mr. 
Snyder, a railroad buff, is the 
new owner and renovator of 
the Railroad Depot.

25 years ago — 
 January 1999

KENT — Teachers and 
friends of Seth MacFarlane 
saved samples of his child-
hood artwork. His talent, 

even then, was apparent. 
Their judgment proved 
correct as witnessed by his 
recent signing of a multi-
million dollar contract with 
Twentieth Century Fox TV 
for his animated comedy 
creation “Family Guy.” The 
pilot will be shown follow-
ing the Super Bowl on Jan. 
31, and the series is expect-
ed to start its run sometime 
in March.

He wasn’t born on New 
Year’s Day, but Nicholas 
Francis Lachaine is Sharon 
Hospital’s first baby of 1999. 
With a full head of dark hair, 
Nicholas weighed 6 pounds, 
7 ounces when he arrived 
at 5:51 a.m. on Jan. 2 – four 
days after he was due. His 
parents, Rebecca and Jean 
Paul Lachaine, couldn’t be 
happier.

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Jour-
nal archives at Salisbury’s 
Scoville Memorial Library, 
keeping the original wording 
intact as possible.

Patricia A. Conway

No other democrat-
ic nation on earth 
has its highest court 

Justices appointed for life. In 
all other countries there are 
mandatory term limits and/
or mandatory retirement age 
for high court Justices (like 
U.S. corporations where 
CEO’s retire at 65). The 
nation’s “marriage” to con-
firmed justices “‘til death us 
do part” is non- comprehen-
sible to other nations, and re-
sented by many Americans.

There is no national 
election for Supreme Court 
Justice, rather a Presiden-
tial appointment which re-
quires Senate confirmation 
— no confirmation — no 
ascension — ask Bork. The 
Senate confirmation is a re-
public validation for a Justice 
— the process certainly isn’t 
democratic. California with 
a population of 40 million 
has two Senators — 1 per 20 
million citizens. Eight states 
have populations of less than 
1.1 million – 6 of these states 
have 1 of their 2 Senators rep-
resenting abbut 250,000 citi-
zens. Like the Electoral Col-
lege, voters in all 50 states are 
not equally represented. Half 
of U.S. states, 25 states, have 
less than 5 million citizens 
— one eighth the number of 
voters living in California, 
one quarter the voters living 
in New York, one third the 
number living in Pennsyl-
vania.

Up to 1991, when Clar-
ence Thomas was confirmed 
by a Senate vote of 52-48, 
appointed Justices received 
over 90 confirmation votes: 
O’Connor in 1986 was a 99-0 
confirmation (followed by 
Alito 58-42), Ginsburg 96-3 
(Barrett 52-48), Scalia 98-0 
(Gorsuch 54-45), Stevens 
98-0 (Kagan 68-37), Kenne-
dy 97-0 (Kavanaugh 50-48). 
Many Justices privileged by 
“‘til death do us part” terms, 
have recently received less 
than 60% of the nation’s 
Senate confirmation, some 
questionably confirmed by 
a national majority.

Let’s review Thomas’ con-
firmation vote in 1991 — 
52-48. When one researches 
who, which Senators voted 
for Thomas’s confirmation to 
a lifetime appointment, one 
finds that though Thom-
as squeezed through on 52 
Senator confirmation votes, 
when one researches what 
actual Senators with what 
state population voted for 
Thomas, he was shy of 50% of 
the national vote. The major-
ity of American voices were 
lost in the 
u n e q u a l 
distr ibu-
tion of 
S e n ators 
to actual 
voters. So 
what about 
Alito, Ka-
vanaugh, 
Barrett, Gorsuch, Jackson 
— which states with what 
populations confirmed their 
life-time appointment to the 
highest court in the land?

Early in 2024, SCOTUS 
will not only host trials of 
high interest, high impact 
related to Trump, his 91 
indictments and his eligi-
bility to be on a state ballot 
but the Court, the Justices 
themselves will be on tri-
al — intensely scrutinized 
for their deliberations and 
decisions, their process and 
their substance. With con-
tinued investigatory adept-
ness, individual Justices will 
be scoured — already much 
grist for dissatisfaction with a 
trio of the Justices. The Court 
itself is at question, is it fit 
to be at the constitutionally 
prescribed pentacle of the 
American judicial system?

With the highest disap-
proval rating ever for a Su-
preme Court, continuous 
headlines boldly unmask 

individual ethical and legal 
misbehavior — a bundle 
of fiscal follies/corruption. 
Some justices petulantly 
dismiss the American pub-
lic’s preferences and opinions 
as well as exhibit distain for 
the core SCOTUS precept 
of stare decisis “to stand by 
things decided.” At their very 
public confirmations at least 
three of the recent appoin-
tees swore allegiance to stare 
decisis then within months 
overturned Roe vs. Wade.

Not elected, appointed for 
life, some SCOTUS Justices 
are brazenly draped not in 
black gowned prudent judg-
ment but sharp-tongued ar-
rogance, personally having 
histories, decades, of mis-
conduct, fiscal advantages 

p a r l a y e d 
by persons 
s e e k i n g 
Court fa-
vor. Alito 
with vim 
and ven-
om toward 
the Con-
gress false-

ly states: “No provision in 
the Constitution gives them 
the authority to regulate the 
Supreme Court — period.” 
Really? What about confir-
mations, removals/impeach-
ment, the number of Justices, 
terms of office, procedures 
such as motion dockets (i.e., 
shadow dockets judicial ac-
tions taken without any re-
ported documentation)?

Regardless of sizzling 
rhetoric, the Supreme Court 
and its Justices collectively 
and individually are bound 
by law and order. It is past 
time to, in particular, reassess 
and revise not only codified 
ethical conduct but terms 
with limits — this isn’t a 
marriage — it is a prominent 
position that ought have des-
ignated terms like the Presi-
dent, the Senate, the House.

Kathy Herald-Marlowe 
lives in Sharon.

More obituaries, Page A5. 

Charlotte Irving Lindsey
KENT — Charlotte Irving 

Lindsey, 89, of Kent, passed 
away peacefully at 
her new home on 
Cape Cod on Dec. 
2, 2023. A gifted 
wood carving art-
ist, skilled drug 
and alcohol coun-
selor, admired sec-
ond grade teacher, 
and revered vol-
unteer extraordi-
naire, Charlotte 
was a woman of many talents. 
She was a cherished mother, 
grandmother, great-grand-
mother, sister, aunt, sister in-
law, and recent widow of her 
husband of 45 years, Richard 
“Dick” Lindsey.

A Journalism major at 
Boston University, Charlotte 
nimbly employed those skills 
in many capacities through-
out the years as a proficient 
relationship-builder. No mat-
ter the locale, many people 
she met walked away with a 
new friend. Several Appala-
chian Trail hikers likely still 
remember her generosity of 
a tasty meal and hot shower 
at their home on Main Street. 
Her second grade students 
from 60+ years ago, many 
of whom she kept in contact 
with over the years, shared 
sentiments such as, “she 
made learning natural and 
fun,” and stories of how she 
made them feel valued while 
infusing the love of learning. 
Her counseling colleagues 
remembered her as com-
passionate and caring with 
clients. 

One of the things Char-
lotte was most proud of was 
her long sobriety and subse-
quent career as a drug and 
alcohol counselor after get-
ting sober at the age of 50. 
Her message to many in the 

throes of addiction was that 
it’s never too late. Right to the 

end, she modeled 
not being afraid 
to start something 
new.

Not one to shy 
away from ad-
venture, some of 
Charlotte’s fondest 
memories were 
when she and her 
beloved husband, 
Dick, would say, 

“Yes” to something new like 
moving to Maine for several 
years; traveling for months 
in a borrowed pop-up camp-
er across the Trans-Canada 
Highway and then winding 
their way home through the 
United States; or adopting 
Luke, Beau, and Rosie, her 
treasured donkeys. In her 
late-60’s, having survived 
lung, breast, and skin can-
cer all at once, she wrote a 
letter that began, “Dear In-
trepid Women…” to five fel-
low cancer survivors — all 
women from Kent — inviting 
them to join her for a high 
ropes course adventure. With 
her friends by her side, she 
courageously wrangled her 
fear of heights, donned a har-
ness, climbed 30+ feet into 
the trees and cables where 
she proudly and successfully 
navigated the aerial challenge 
course. 

Despite growing up in 
Darien, she considered Kent 
her hometown having sum-
mered there on her grand-
father’s farm in South Kent 
since she was a toddler and 
moving to Kent full time after 
college. Serving the town in a 
variety of capacities brought 
her great pleasure. Some of 
her service included the Vet-
erans Memorial Committee 
(and co-authoring a book 

called, “One Small Town in 
World War II,” with Fran 
Johnson about Kent’s con-
tribution to the war), Kent 
Garden Club, Kent Historical 
Society, and the Kent Center 
School Scholarship Fund (to 
which she brought the idea 
for The Chocolate Fest). 
Charlotte and Dick were also 
members of a local Unitari-
an Fellowship and enjoyed 
many community activities.

The daughter of the late 
James E. and Cecile (Cottrell) 
Irving, Charlotte leaves five 
children, Polly Goddard 
(Andy); Melissa Makris; 
Constance Hedden (Don); 
Elizabeth Tobin; and William 
R. Tobin, III (Terry); three 
step-children, James Lindsey; 
Jennifer Lindsey; and Kath-
erine Dunn; several grand-
children and great-grand-
children, her brother Walter 
Irving (Pam), sisters in-law 
Claire Irving (Bill) and Shari 
Adams (Rob) as well as many 
nieces and nephews, and her 
uncle, Griggs Irving. She was 
predeceased by her brothers 
William C. and Robert M. 
Irving, her parents, and her 
husband, Dick.

In her memory, donations 
are welcome at: Kent Cen-
ter School Scholarship Fund 
where a scholarship in mem-
ory of Charlotte & Dick will 
soon be created so please be 
sure to designate donations 
in memory of Charlotte and/
or Dick Lindsey: www.kcssf.
org/support.html or PO Box 
794, Kent, CT 06757 or Kent 
Historical Society www.ken-
thistoricalsociety.org/mem-
berships/become-member/ 
(scroll to bottom of member-
ship page) or PO Box 651, 
Kent, CT 06757. 

A Celebration of Life will 
be held later this year in Kent.

LAKEVILLE — Patricia 
A. (Marquette) Conway, 
beloved daughter 
of the late Ed-
mund and Agnes 
(Eichler) Mar-
quette, passed 
away on Tuesday, 
Jan. 1, 2024 with 
her family at her 
side, at the age of 
76.

Born in New 
York City, Pat grew 
up in both New York City 
and then Lakeville. 

A graduate of Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School, 
class of 1964, Pat then at-
tended St. Francis Hospital 
School of Nursing in Hart-
ford, and proudly earned her 
degree and became a Reg-
istered Nurse. She worked 
at St. Francis, later coming 
to Boston, working for New 
England Deaconess Hospital 
as the transplant coordinator. 
Pat furthered her education 
by attending and obtain-
ing a Master’s Degree from 
Simmon’s College in Boston. 
Earning this degree was an-
other proud accomplishment 
for Pat. She flourished at be-
ing a nurse. When she moved 
on from Lahey New England 
Deaconess, she finished her 
career at the Greater Law-
rence Community Family 
Health Center, where she 
retired from her extensive 
and rewarding career.

Pat volunteered her time 
at the Mission of Deeds in 
Reading as well as volunteer-
ing in St. Lucia for families 
that needed care. When she 
was not working, Pat enjoyed 
traveling, walking along the 
beach collecting sea glass 
and being with her beloved 
pets. Pat took great delight in 
her nieces and nephews and 

loved watching them grown 
and become parents to her 

great nieces and 
nephews. Pat will 
be missed by her 
loving family and 
many close friends.

Pat is the devot-
ed sister of Marga-
ret Card and her 
husband Dennis 
of Lakeville,  and 
Ann Zona and 
her husband Peter 

of Scituate, Massachusetts. 
Cherished aunt of Allison 
Pena and her husband Balta 
of Melrose, Massachusetts, 
Laura Zona and her hus-
band John Lupo of New Jer-
sey, Timothy Zona and his 
partner Stephanie Rattigan 
of Maine and Brian Zona 
and his wife Hillary of New 
Hampshire. Beloved great 
aunt to Amalia and Clara 

Pena, Harper and Isla Lupo 
and Weston and Madison 
Zona. She also leaves dear 
friend Lisa LaCroix, close 
cousin Diane Lehtola and 
many other family members 
and friends.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a donation 
in Pat’s memory to the Salis-
bury Volunteer Ambulance 
Service, P.O. Box 582, Salis-
bury, CT 06068 or online at 
www.salisburyambulance.
org. or to the MSPCA, Attn: 
Donations, 350 South Hun-
tington Ave, Boston, MA 
02130.

Arrangements by the 
Cota Funeral Home, 335 
Park St., North Reading, MA.

For information, direc-
tions and to leave an online 
condolence, please visit 
www.cotafuneralhomes.
com.

Thank you David Baranowski
Who would have thought 

on an ordinary first Friday 
in January after a little mun-
dane business in the town 
hall one could go across 

the street and experience 
a soul soothing, little slice 
of musical heaven at the 
Congregational Church in 
Salisbury. Thank you David 

Baranowski! 
Check it out, every first 

Friday.
Susie Pelletier

Salisbury

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Early in 2024, SCOTUS will 
not only host trials of high 
interest, high impact re-
lated to Trump, …but the 
Court, the Justices them-
selves will be on trial . 
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
  4. Moved back and forth
  9. One-time coach of the 

Cowboys
 14. Last letter
 15. Cause to become less 

intense
 16. Genus of tree bugs
 17. Body art
 18. Romance novelist
 20. Be � lled with love for
 22. City
 23. Make vivid
 24. Horses
 28. Mauna __, Hawaiian 

volcano 
 29. Atomic #18
 30. Shortly
 31. A type of prejudice
 33. Whirls
 37. Six
 38. Old world, new
 39. __ Hess, oil company
 41. Talk 
 42. Not o� 
 43. Begets
 44. Cars need them
 46. Computing 

architecture (abbr.)
 49. Of I
 50. Journalist, activist 

Wells
 51. Takes apart
 55. Lists
 58. Positively charged 

electrode
 59. Hard, colorless 

compound
 60. In� ammation of the 

peritoneum
 64. Trent Reznor’s band
 65. Simply dry fruit
 66. “Ivanhoe” author
 67. Google certi� cation
 68. French commune
 69. Medieval circuit 

courts
 70. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

CLUES DOWN
  1. Indigenous people of 

Mexico
  2. Dietary supplement
  3. Having a particular 

sheen or luster
  4. Views
  5. Academic Bill of 

Rights
  6. Automobile
  7. When you anticipate 

arriving
  8. Beef or chicken intestine
  9. Conspiracy
 10. Blood disorder
 11. Long-time NBAer 

Shawn
 12. Time zone
 13. US, Latin America, 

Canada belong to
 19. Upton Sinclair novel
 21. What a cow does
 24. Cavalry-sword
 25. Ancient Greek war 

galley
 26. Stars
 27. Rebukes
 31. Billion year periods
 32. Some are in a bottle
 34. Tears down
 35. Lethal dose
 36. Humorists
 40. Midwestern US state 

(abbr.)
 41. Frameworks
 45. Rocker Billy
 47. More thin

Jan. 4 Solution

Jan. 4 Solution

Sudoku

 48. Dog
 52. Habitual repetitions
 53. State of fuss
 54. Uneasy
 56. Chemical compounds
 57. More cognizant of 

reality
 59. A place to build
 60. Exclamation that 

denotes disgust
 61. Supplement with 

di�  culty
 62. Very slick
 63. Hill or rocky peak

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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Principal Ian Strever an-
nounced the first quarter 
marking period Honor Roll 
at Housatonic Valley Region-
al High School (HVRHS) for 
the 2023-2024 school year.

HIGHEST HONOR 
ROLL:   

GRADE 9:  John DeDo-
nato (Salisbury), Adelyn 
Diorio (Canaan), Sydney 
Howe (Canaan), Jonas 
Johnson (Canaan), Daniel 
Lesch (Cornwall), Finian 
Malone (Sharon), Francisco 
Mendoza Ratzan (Canaan), 
Meadow Moerschell (Kent), 
Ishaan Tantri (Salisbury), Ivy 
Zheng (Canaan).  

GRADE 10:  Elizabeth Al-
lyn (Salisbury), Lily Beurket 
(Cornwall), Colton Bodwell 
(Cornwall), Ryder Conte 
(Falls Village), Mia DiRocco 
(Cornwall), Shanaya Duprey 
(Canaan), Sara Garcia Puli-
do (Canaan), Anna Gillette 
(Salisbury), Maureen Graney 
(Falls Village), Hannah John-
son (Canaan), Madelyn 
Johnson (Canaan), Alexa 
Meach (Canaan), Madison 
Melino (Austerlitz), Deiby 
Romero Gualan (Canaan), 
Ibby Sadeh (Falls Village),   
Silas Tripp (Falls Village), 
Alex Woodworth (Salis-
bury).  

GRADE 11:   Bernice 
Boyden (Falls Village), Sara 
Huber (Salisbury), Rose-
mary Koller (Canaan), Tess 
Marks (Salisbury), Manasseh 
Matsudaira (Cornwall), Lola 
Moerschell (Kent), Elinor 
Wolgemuth (Salisbury). 

GRADE 12:  Evan Bock-
ting (Canaan), Kathleen 
Bodwell (Cornwall), Finn 
Cousins (Sharon), Lorelei 
Gnerre (Salisbury), Mary 
Ireland (Salisbury), Dana 
Saccardi (Cornwall), Isaac 
Watkins (Kent). 

HIGH HONOR ROLL:   

GRADE 9:   Byron Bell 
(Cornwall), Sofia Bindley 
(Cornwall), Selena Black 
(Cornwall), Sophia Cam-
phouse (Sharon), Hadley 
Casey (Canaan), Karen 
Chavez-Sanchez (Salisbury), 
Georgie Clayton (Salisbury), 
Christian DeDonato (Salis-
bury), Natasha Dennis (Ca-
naan), Lydia Fleming (Ca-
naan), James Flores (Kent), 
Grace Graney (Falls Village), 
Riley Heady (Sharon), Oli-

ver Hernandez (Kent), Alexa 
Hoadley (Kent), Makenzie 
Lidstone (Salisbury), Logan 
Padelli (Canaan), Gustavo 
Portillo (Canaan), Darwin 
Wolfe (Falls Village), Juan 
Xeche Coche (Canaan), Na-
than Zani (Ashley Falls).   

GRADE 10:  Everet Be-
lanicik (Cornwall), Olivia 
Brooks (Salisbury), Victoria 
Brooks (Salisbury), Christo-
pher Crane (Canaan), Kath-
erine Crane (Canaan), Rich-
ard Crane (Canaan), Arianna 
Danforth Gold (Cornwall), 
Dominick DeLonge (Kent), 
Elizabeth Forbes (Wassaic), 
Mollie Ford (Falls Village), 
Chloe Hill (Salisbury), Adam 
Hock (Kent), Sara Ireland 
(Salisbury), Brooke Jenkins 
(Sharon), Delanie Keeley 
(New Marlboro), Abram 
Kirshner (Kent), Neve Kline 
(Salisbury), Eric Lopez Espi-
nosa (Salisbury), Riley Ma-
haffey (Amenia), Ava Segalla 
(Salisbury), Cole Simonds 
(Canaan), Lauren Sorrell 
(Canaan), Celeste Trabuc-
co (Kent), Ayden Wheeler 
(Amenia).  

GRADE 11:   Tyler An-
derson (Sharon), Zachery 
Bezerra (Kent), Daniela 
Brennan (Canaan), Tryston 
Bronson (Cornwall), Geor-
gette Campagne (Salisbury), 
Lucas Caranci (Canaan), 
Sidney Crouch (Cornwall), 
Dylan Deane (Canaan), Tessa 
Dekker (Falls Village), Andy 
Delgado (Sharon), Cole 
Dennis (Canaan), Tara Dje-
ladin (Falls Village), Amelia 
Dodge (Canaan), Leah Dris-
lane (Canaan), Rose Fitch 
(Cornwall), Madison Gulotta 
(Sheffield), Lou Haemmerle 
(Salisbury), Harper Howe 
(Canaan), Naomi Lesamana 
(Falls Village), Katelin Lopes 
(Falls Village), Khyra Mc-
Clennon (Amenia), Katerin 
McEnroe (Sharon), Jassim 
Mohydin (Salisbury), Sophie 
Nason (Canaan), Tristan Oy-
anadel (Falls Village), Olivia 
Peterson (Sharon), Maximil-
lian Posse (Kent), Taylor Ter-
williger (Canaan), Gabriela 
Titone (Salisbury), Junxin 
Zhang (Kent).  

GRADE 12:   Myranda 
Cables (Canaan), Taylor 
Christen (Kent), Damian 
Cortsen (Canaan), Joshua 
Crump (Sharon), Logan 
Dean (Falls Village), Juan 
Estrada-Arbelaez (Canaan), 
Kayla Jacquier (Canaan), 
Abby Jones (Salisbury), 

Haley Leonard (Canaan), 
Leland Macaire (Salisbury), 
Sayler Macchi (Canaan), 
Riley Marshall (Amenia), 
Jerome Maury (Salisbury), 
Anne Moran (Norfolk), 
Grace Riva (Canaan), Alexis 
Rougeot (Cornwall), Yaritza 
Vega (Salisbury), Ryan Zani 
(Ashley Falls), Eason Zhang 
(Kent).

HONOR ROLL:   

GRADE 9:   Braeden 
Duncan (Salisbury), Car-
mela Egan (Salisbury), Kellie 
Eisermann (Salisbury), Levi 
Elliott (Millerton), Matthew 
McGuire (Canaan), Daniel 
Moran (Norfolk), Marlene 
Perez (Canaan), Joseph Yura-
nich (Salisbury). 

 GRADE 10: Wesley Al-
lyn (Canaan), Peter Aus-
tin (Kent), Steven Barber 
(Cornwall), Hayden Bell 
(Cornwall), Cohen Cecch-
inato (Canaan), Nicholas 
Crodelle (Sharon), Julissa 
Gonzalez (Cornwall), Nico-
las Gonzalez (Salisbury), 
Taylor Green (Kent), Kier-
ra Greene (Canaan), Marc 
Hafner (Falls Village), Logan 
Labshere (Canaan), Ava Mc-
Dougall (Cornwall), Owen 
Riemer (Canaan), Kyle Ros-
ier (Canaan), Melanie Run-
dall (Kent), Joseph Villa Arpi 
(Cornwall).  

GRADE 11:  Jesse Bon-
hotel (Salisbury), Kaylin 
Clark (Canaan), Lola Clay-
ton (Salisbury), Madeline 
Collingwood (South Egre-
mont), Ian Crowell (Canaan), 
Madison DeWitt (Canaan), 
Ava Gandarillas (Canaan), 
Abigail Hogan (Canaan), 
Antonis Karampasis (Ca-
naan), Ellanor Karcheski 
(Canaan), Leesean Kel-
ly-Santiago (Canaan), Kyle 
McCarron (Kent), Wayne 
McGhee (Sharon), Patrick 
Money (Kent), Mason O’Niel 
(Salisbury), Keira Ongley 
(Canaan), Ledvia Orella-
na-Lemus (Canaan), Angel-
ica Perez (Falls Village), Di-
ana Portillo (Canaan), Olivia 
Robson (Salisbury), Abigail 
White (Canaan).  

GRADE 12:  Leonid Clay-
ton (Salisbury), Kara Franks 
(Kent), Ayla Hill (Salisbury), 
Owen Hosier (Cornwall), 
Aden Labshere (Canaan), 
Izaiah Robles (Cornwall), 
Flynn Ryan (Salisbury), 
Hudson Sebranek (Corn-
wall), Sophia Seng (Canaan).

HVRHS announces honor roll

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY —  Curious 
patrons of the Scoville Me-
morial Library got an exten-
sive look at the areas of the 
building that visitors don’t 
often see Thursday, Dec. 28.

Well over 50 people 
showed up and were divided 
into groups by library staff.

The blue group started in 
the reading room, which is 
not one of the “hidden” spots. 
Guide Macey Levin discussed 
the stone carving in the wall, 
from Salisbury Cathedral in 
England, the Oak Room and 
the map on the wall show-
ing the old 14 school districts 
within Salisbury.

The group then descend-
ed into the basement, where 
Lakeville native Kendra Per-
cy, now head of children and 
family services at the library, 
showed off a display of min-
iature books donated by the 
late Whitney North Seymour.

Percy said the display used 
to be in the main room, mi-
grated to the director’s of-
fice, and was then relocated 
downstairs during the most 
recent renovation.

Discovering secrets in Scoville Memorial Library

Percy then focused on 
bound copies of The Lakeville 
Journal, pulling out the vol-
ume that contained 1987 and 
the graduation photos from 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School.

“And there I am,” she said. 
“I’m so grateful I get to work 
in my town.”

The blue group then went 
up the narrow stairs into the 
room just below the bell 
tower, where David Rogers 
awaited, tenor saxophone at 
the ready.

Rogers explained that 
there are four bells in the 

belfry, plus a bigger bell that 
chimes the hour.

The four bells that chime 
on the quarter hour weigh 
300, 450, 700 and 1,200 
pounds respectively. Rog-
ers wasn’t sure about the 
fifth bell, but it is more than 
1,200 pounds. He played the 
sequence of tones, called the 
“Parsifal Peal,”  used on the 
quarter hour on his sax as 
the bells are not currently 
working.

Back in the main room, 
library director Karin Good-
ell asked “Ever get the feeling 
you’re being watched?”

She then directed every-
one’s attention to the Ellen 
Emmet Rand portraits above 
the circulation desk.

In the main hallway, the 
portrait of Andrew Warner, 
one of the founders of Hart-
ford, was displayed tempo-
rarily. Goodell recounted 
the story from August 2023, 
when Jeremy Warner, the 
10th great-grandson of An-
drew Warner, came to see the 
portrait of his ancestor.  The 
current Warner is a sculptor, 
and plans to make a bust of 
his ancestor.

The grand finale of the 
tour for the blue group was 
a small room above the di-
rector’s office, reached via a 
narrow spiral staircase.

Here awaited Karen Vrot-
sos, who runs adult program-
ming and was armed with a 

sword. 
Yes, a sword, engraved 

with the name “Klingenthal” 
and the legend “Victory or 
Death.”

Vrotsos subsequently sent 
some additional information 
about the sword in an email.

She wrote that the library 
has no information on the 
sword, and indeed she just 
noticed the “Klingenthal” 
when looking at the sword 
with a visitor just before the 
tour.

“A search on Klingethal 
revealed that the sword may 
be a French Grenadier hang-
er, manufactured in France in 
the late 1770s, and possibly 
imported for use in the Rev-
olution, as many of its kind 
were. The style of the sword 
and all of its inscriptions 
match museum descriptions 

of the Grenadier, including 
the inscription ‘Grenadeer’ 
with two e’s, and a hallmark, 
just decipherable, near the 
hilt.” 

“If it is a Grenadier hang-
er, it is likely to be valuable. 
We’re storing it safely until 
we can get an expert to take 
a look.”

Less dramatic was a col-
lection of children’s books 
donated in 1803 by Caleb 
Bingham. The books are 
kept in protective boxes and 
are in excellent shape.Vrot-
sos pulled one out. It dealt 
with the proper approach to 
prayer.

There was also a painting 
of a fox, done in 1859 by one 
J.B. Spencer. Vrotsos said it 
used to hang in Town Hall, 
and was damaged in the 1985 
fire.

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Scoville Memorial Library’s archives reveal the past.

Karen Vrotsos shared the story of a mysterious sword of unknown origin.
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Dear Friends and Readers,

There is GOOD NEWS to report about The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 
News! We have added more journalists to our staff, expanded our news coverage 
and we are about to launch new websites for both papers with seven-day-a-week 
news coverage.

Like many newspapers across the country, we face financial pressures that threaten 
our ability to continue this vital work. Even after a successful matching campaign, 
we still need your help. As a non-profit news organization, we must close the gap 
between what we earn by selling newspapers and ads and our operating expenses. 
That’s why we are reaching out to you, our loyal readers and community members. 

The papers led the way this year in reporting on important issues to our 
community: Sharon Hospital, affordable housing, and environmental challenges 
to our lakes and state parks. And, of course, we remain the place to catch up on the 
police blotter, town meetings, local elections, local sports, festivals, movies, and 
the latest bear and wildlife sightings.  

Since The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News were converted to non-profit 
status last year, you have kept us in business with your generous contributions. We 
are asking you once again to consider a tax-deductible contribution as part of your 
year-end giving. Every donation goes to support our journalists and the mission to 
deliver the stories that matter to you. 

To donate, please visit lakevillejournal.com/donate or fill out the form below and 
mail a check. For information on donating shares of stock, please email donation@
lakevillejournal.com.

Thank you for your continued support!

 

Noreen Doyle, Chair                                      Susan Hassler, CEO, publisher
The Lakeville Journal Foundation, Inc.

The Lakeville Journal 
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By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — 
Wendy Miller from Sharon 
Audubon Center dropped by 
the David M. Hunt Library 
Tuesday, Jan. 2.

She brought Bob, an 
American kestrel, and a cou-
ple of his friends: a red-tailed 
hawk and a turkey vulture.

Miller explained that Bob 
is not an injured bird, as are 
almost all of the permanent 
avian residents at the center.

Rather, Bob is “imprint-

Learning about birds of prey 
at David M. Hunt Library

ed,” or raised as a pet.
“He thinks he’s a person.”
Miller said Bob is similar 

to a hawk but smaller and 
“built for speed.”

Kestrels eat dragonflies 
and other insects. This is a 
diet that requires a certain 
amount of airborne agility, 
dragonflies being elusive 
creatures.

Kestrels also enjoy excep-
tional night vision, which 
allows them to feast on noc-
turnal animals such as voles.

Prior to bringing out the 
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Wendy Miller and her avian teacher’s assistant, Bob the American kestrel, taught 
guests about birds of prey at David M. Hunt Library in Falls Village, Jan. 2.

birds, Miller gave the crowd 
of a dozen children and 16 
adults a quick primer on 
birds of prey.

They are distinguished 
from other birds by their 
talons, “which act like a fork.”

Their curved beaks serve 
as the knife.

Birds of prey are most-
ly carnivorous, dragonflies 
notwithstanding, Miller said. 

“So if you see one at the 
bird feeder, it’s visiting for 
the squirrel that eats the bird 
seed.”

Honor Roll Trimester One 
2023-2024

Honors - Grade 5
Jasey Cooper
Dontae Duprey

Honors - Grade 6
Remmy Bergin
Landyn Dingee
Brayden Foley
Katherine Perez

Honors - Grade 7
Sophia Bascetta
Autumn McKone
Sofia Paz-Cortez
Mason Routhier
Abigail Veilleux

Honors - Grade 8
Kailyne Foley
Samuel Garcia Pulido
Joseph Linkovich

High Honors - Grade 5
Toni Bascetta
Milo Ellison
Zander Gwinn
Ronin Hinman
Christopher Johnson

North Canaan Elementary School 
releases first trimester honor roll 

Bentley King
Finley Lemon
Harper Lemon
Stella Richard
Nikola Trotta
Brayden Zinke

High Honors - Grade 6
Greyson Brooks
Rayna Doyen
Marius Flunory
Jackson Holst-Grubbe
Paige Holst-Grubbe
Taylen Leonard
Brayden Meach
Henry Perotti
Isabella Portillo
Victor Valencia Sandoval

High Honors - Grade 7
Destini Dingee
Lainey Diorio
Carter Finney
Ryan Hinman
Katelyn Holst-Grubbe
Ava Humes
Tyler LaPlante
Roshwen Rivas
Owen Simmons
Justin Sorrell
Scarlett Visconti
Kaylea Wolfe

High Honors - Grade 8
Alisa Christiansen Mad-

sen
Sierra Szymanski
Camdyn Tallon
Erick Trotta
Collin Walsh

Highest Honors - Grade 5
Grady Morey
Rylan Soule

Highest Honors - Grade 6
Marrisa Christiansen
Sarah Devino
Eden Rost

Highest Honors - Grade 7
Lyla Diorio
Elexis Petkovich
Olivia Simonds

Highest Honors - Grade 8
Caitlin Devino
Kartel Henry
Grace Koller
Abigail Perotti
Federico Vargas Tobon
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In from the cold

SALISBURY — Registra-
tion for the Taconic Learn-
ing Center winter term 
2024 is now open. 

Classes run mid-January 
through late February and 
early March at Geer Village 
in North Canaan, Noble 
Horizons in Salisbury,  or 
online. 

Upcoming courses:
— Self-Improvement: 

What’s it All About?  

Taconic Learning Center winter courses open
— Miles Davis’ Kind of 

Blue: The Greatest & Most 
Influential Jazz Recording 
of the 20th Century.

— Andrew Jackson: A 
law unto himself in life and 
in office.

— The Middle East: Yes-
terday and Today, Part One.

— United States v. Don-
ald J. Trump: An Explora-
tion of the Legal, Tactical 
and Ethical Issues Under-

lying the Pending Trump 
Criminal Cases.

— Empires, Dictator-
ships & Republics Come 
and Go, But Some Go Soon-
er Than Others.  

— Shakespeare Reading: 
Antony and Cleopatra, Ro-
meo and Juliet and A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream.

For more information, 
go to taconiclearningcen-
ter.org

Correction
In the Jan. 4 issue, it was 

incorrectly stated that Simon 
Markow won the 2023 Eatern 
Regional FFA Safe Tractor/
Equipment Operating Career 
Development Event. In fact, 
Simon’s older brother Spen-
cer Markow was the winner 
of the competition.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.
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SOME OF THE THINGS  
THAT WE OFFER...

GOLFETTA SALAME
FERMIN IBERICO

SPECK
MORTADELLA

PROSCIUTTO DI PARMA
SOPPRESSATA

GUANCIALE
FRENCH JAMS

TAPENADE
ARTICHOKE PASTE
COCKTAIL ONIONS

BALSAMIC VINEGAR
SUN DRIED PEPPERS

CORNICHONS
PEPPERONCINIS

CALABRIAN CHILI PEPPERS
SLICED CHAMPIGNON 

MUSHROOMS
CAPERS IN SEA SALT

TARALLI’S ITALIAN 
PRETZELS

PARMIGIANO REGGIANO
CROSTINIS

MINI TOASTS
CROCCANTINI CRACKERS
FIG AND OLIVE CRACKERS

ANCHOVY PASTE
TUNA IN OLIVE OIL

TOMATO PASTE
DRIED FIGS

MARCONA ALMONDS
DRIED CHERRIES

RASPBERRIES  
IN ARMAGNAC
FRENCH CAKES
MINT TRUFFLES

NOUGAT
DURANTE’S  

HOMEMADE PASTA
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or by mail
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Land Trust
Continued from Page A1

Mauro
Continued from Page A1

Fire
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Solar project
Continued from Page A1

“If a couple of houses were to be built 
there, it would have ruined that whole 

view of that magnificent valley.” 

— John Landon, co-chairman of the  
Salisbury Association Land Trust Committee

collaboration with the Sha-
ron Energy and Environment 
Commission (SEEC). 

Based on a petition sub-
mitted by residents calling 
for a town-wide referendum 
vote on the project, a town 
meeting was held in late 
November of 2023, leading 
to the early January referen-
dum.

Under the 2022 PPA, Ver-
ogy, a West Hartford Solar 
Energy engineering compa-
ny, had submitted an appli-
cation to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission (P&Z) 
for project design approval, 
but ultimately requested a 
postponement of a P&Z de-
cision until after the referen-
dum vote.

Accordingly, the P&Z 
was expected to consider 
the Verogy application at its 
next meeting, scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 10.

“It is very gratifying to 
witness the vote this eve-
ning,” said SEEC member 
Doug Rick, commenting on 
the referendum results with 
two-thirds of voters having 
approved the project. 

“I’d like to thank all who 
came out to vote, despite 
the controversy,” Rick said. 
Speaking of the solar proj-
ect, he added, “It’s a small but 
important first step for Sha-
ron on the journey to 100% 
renewable energy.”

First Selectman Casey 
Flanagan said that he was 
pleased by the vote count 
and the strong turnout.

“I applaud the efforts of 
both sides of the debate,” 
Flanagan added. “This is a 
step in the right direction 
for Sharon in reducing our 
carbon footprint.”

Resident David Levinson, 
who represented the efforts 
of those in opposition to 
the project, was present on 
Friday to hear the vote an-
nounced, provided a state-
ment the following day in 
response.

“Although I am disap-
pointed in the results, I 
would like to thank every-
one who came out and voted.  
Although the majority voted 
for the project, I think it is 
very important to recognize 
that 171 residents (or one-
third of the votes cast) asked 
the town to reconsider the 
location and the details of the 
plan,” Levinson said.  

Levinson said that he and 
the group opposing the plan 
remain hopeful that the P&Z 
will consider the merits of 
the data provided by their 
engineer and an environ-
mental scientist. 

“We ask the P&Z to 
work with the applicant to 
make sure everything being 
planned is within the Town 
and State regulations. We 
want to make sure any im-
pact on the abutting prop-
erty / wetlands is avoided, 
that proper screening is be-
ing planned to protect the 
beauty of the town and the 
neighborhood, and that the 
promises made to protect 
and rejuvenate the Kelemen 
Nature Trail will be fulfilled,” 
Levinson said.

Speaking of the nature 
trail, selectwoman Lynn 
Kearcher said that she was 
disappointed that school ad-
ministration had allowed the 
trail area to deteriorate and 
become overgrown, and that 
“the town did not have the 
foresight to fortify the school 
roof to accommodate solar 
panels.”

“I feel the school needs to 
engage in a more concerted 
effort to provide a firm as-
sessment of the true energy 
costs once their costly new 
heat pumps are up and run-
ning,” Kearcher added.

About the referendum 
results, Kearcher said, “I 
am proud of the debate this 
has inspired, and the people 
have spoken. I honor their 
decision.”

state fire code doesn’t have a 
problem using them in sin-
gle-family and two-family 
homes, but residences with 
three or greater dwellings, 
that’s where the fire code 
kicks in and prohibits the 
use of kerosene heaters.”

On the other hand, “por-
table LP [liquid propane] 
heaters,” the fire marshal 
said, “are not allowed under 
the fire code.” Those who 
choose to heat their homes 
with propane should only use 
units professionally installed, 
mounted to a wall and vented 
to the outdoors.

Two additional unre-

lated fires in early January 
kept Winsted firefighters 
scrambling. One involved 
a chimney fire caused by a 
build-up of creosote, and the 
other blaze at a garage-type 
structure on Perkins Street 
caused by a faulty electric 
motor in a furnace which 
seized up and ignited, said 
the Winchester fire marshal. 

“In that situation, the fire 
department got there quick-
ly so there was substantial 
smoke, but not a lot of dam-
age done,” said Williams. 
“I’ve been to two fire situa-
tions this week, and I hope 
we don’t have any more.”

cating, guiding and educat-
ing victims of relationship 
violence through a range of 
services and outreach pro-
grams in Lakeville, Connecti-
cut, began eight years ago in 
January 2016. Since then, she 
has guided the organization 
through a time of significant 
expansion and innovation, 
and has solidified a network 
of connections in the com-
munity and beyond. 

Reflecting on her tenure 
at Project SAGE, Mauro de-
scribed her departure as “en-
tirely bittersweet.” A native 
of northwestern Connecticut, 
Mauro’s return to her roots 
was not merely a homecom-
ing but a mission to make a 
substantial difference in the 
community she grew up in. 

With a background in 
ministry and higher educa-
tion, including work with 
victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault, Mauro 
brought a unique blend of 
compassion and leadership 
to Project SAGE. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in geology 
from the University of New 
Hampshire, a Master of Di-
vinity from Earlham School 
of Religion, and a doctorate 
in ministry from Princeton 
Theological Seminary.

Throughout her leadership 
at Project SAGE, Mauro was 
driven by a profound sense of 
social justice, influenced by 
her faith and her time at the 
Earlham School of Religion, 
a Quaker institution known 
for its focus on peace and 
social justice. Her approach 
to leadership has not been 
about seeking personal ac-
colades but about creating a 
supportive, learning environ-
ment among her staff. 

She said: “My role has 
really been to find the right 
people at the right time and 
put them in the right place. 
So, if I’m proud of anything, 
it’s the fact that I’ve been able 
to open the door for clients 
to work with really amazing 
people.”

When Mauro began in 
2016, the organization was 
called Women’s Support Ser-
vices. It has since changed its 
name to Project SAGE. 

Under her stewardship, 
Project SAGE outgrew its old 
building, moving to a larger, 
more accessible location at 
13A Porter St. in Lakeville. 

The new space, renovated 
with a focus on health and 
accessibility, reflects the agen-
cy’s growth from a staff of six 
to over a dozen dedicated 
professionals. This expansion 
has allowed for an enhanced 
range of services to victims 
of relationship violence, in-
cluding counseling, legal 
advocacy and a robust pre-
vention education program 
that has tripled the number 
of sessions taught.

Asked about her plans 
post-retirement, Mauro 
looked forward to some 
planned trips; hiking and 
kayaking; and spending time 
with her partner, Paul, who 
is the head of maintenance 
at Mountainside Addiction 
Treatment Center in Canaan. 
Yet her commitment to social 
justice and community re-
mains at the center of her life.

“You know, I’m not the 
kind of person who’s going 
to sit still,” she said. “I don’t 
know if it will be paid or vol-
unteer, but I’m really sort of 
taking time to just take a deep 
breath, come back to myself 
in a way.” 

Having done prior work 
in hospice, Mauro shared 
that that would be an area 
she might be interested in 
taking up again. She shared, 
“Social justice wise, I’m real-
ly concerned about housing, 
and particularly housing in 
this area.” 

She explained that 
COVID-19 led to a period of 
hiring people who worked re-
motely, with the express idea 
that they’d relocate to the 
area post-pandemic. But, she 
shared: “Housing has been 
a real barrier. And we find 
housing is a real barrier for 
our clients as well. How can 
people start anew when they 
can’t get affordable housing? 
It’s a huge challenge.”

In her ongoing pursuit of 
creating a better, more just 
world, Mauro will undoubt-
edly continue to be of service. 
“I really believe that my faith 
informs my strong sense of 
social justice and so in that 
regard, I see a continuum,” 
she said. “Whether I’m in a 
church or I’ve been in this 
role here, it’s all about how 
we lift up people and also 
challenge the systems that are 
unfair, that keep people from 
accessing their full selves.” 

So we reached an agreement 
with the Belter family. If a 
couple of houses were to be 
built there, it would have ru-
ined that whole view of that 
magnificent valley.”

“We are very grateful 
to have received donations 
from so many people in the 
community,” said Jeanette 
Weber, president of the 
Salisbury Association. “As a 
result, we were able to sign 
the final papers just before 
Christmas, thus preserving 
the land.”

Landon said the work of 
SALT in protecting pristine 
parcels of land like the 14 
acres of unspoiled farmland 
in the Salmon Kill Valley 
would not be possible with-
out the generosity of past, 
present and future landown-
ers and conservationists.

The newly purchased 
land, one portion of which 
borders the Salmon Kill — 
also referred to locally as the 

stream, creek or river — will 
be known as SALT’s Salmon 
Kill Preserve, said Landon.

“It will continue to be 
farmed, that’s our plan,” said 
Landon. “Our goal is to try to 
preserve as much agricultur-
al land in town as possible.”

The Salmon Kill Valley 
and the creek itself have 
long been considered some 
of the most beautiful and 
ecologically valuable in 
Connecticut. The 6 miles of 
the Salmon Kill Creek flow 
through Salisbury, from the 
confluence of several moun-
tain streams to its eventual 

confluence with the Housa-
tonic River across from 
Housatonic Valley Region 
High School and directly 
above the Housatonic Trout 
Management Area.

Nearly a decade ago, 
Trout Unlimited, work-
ing with Salisbury’s private 
landowners and community 
groups dedicated to preserv-
ing the Salmon Kill Valley, 
launched the Salmon Kill En-
hancement and Restoration 
Project. SALT was among the 
conservation groups engaged 
in the effort at that time.

The initiative, aimed 

at projects to improve the 
aquatic habitat of the Salm-
on Kill stream, was funded 
as part of the Natural Re-
source Damages (NRD) as-
sessed to General Electric for 
the release of PCB’s into the 
Housatonic River Basin.

“It was all about trying to 
make it a better habitat for 
the fish. The trout need cool-
er water,” said Landon.

According to the Con-
necticut Farmland Trust 
(CFT), America today is los-
ing agricultural land at the 
alarming rate of 175 acres 
every hour and 1.5 million 
acres every year. 

“The quality of the nat-
ural world benefits from 
farmland protection. Pro-
tecting farmland protects 
wetlands and water quality 
and protects properties from 
flooding. Farmland is also a 
major source of habitat for 
birds and wildlife,” according 
to CFT.
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An example of a solar array field.
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Fire engulfed a barn in Pine Plains. N.Y. on Jan. 2.

By John Coston

POUGHKEEPSIE — 
Dutchess County provided 
nearly $2 million in grants to 
32 nonprofit organizations 
in the county in the last week 
of 2023. 

Dubbed Agency Partner 
Grants, the program distrib-
utes funding to 501(c)(3) 
organizations on a biennial 
basis. The previous distri-
bution, made at the end of 
2022, totaled $1.5 million for 
34 programs.

Last September, the coun-
ty also distributed $1 million 
for six infrastructure proj-
ects associated with agencies 
currently funded under the 
APG.

Financial grants are pro-
vided based on an organi-
zation’s ability to  “fulfill an 
unmet community need,” 
according to the county’s 
program description. 

The 2024 allocation com-
prises $1.5 million in grants 
awarded under what is la-
beled the traditional APG 
program. An additional 
$484,880 in funds from the 
Department of Community 
and Family Services and the 
Department of Behavioral 
and Community Health 
were awarded through the 
APG competitive grant 
process to ensure critical 
services and programs are 
administered, according to 

the county executive’s office.  
The APG program has 

been in existence for 12 years.  
The focus of its support has 
been to bolster funding for 
youth development, home-
less prevention, workforce 
development, mental health 
and wellness, and literacy 
programs. Under the pro-
gram, funds are provided on 
a biennial basis unless addi-
tional funds become avail-
able. The work of the agen-
cies funded in 2024 includes: 
providing help for students, 
parents and grandparents, 
such as assisting  students 
with special needs, offering 
afterschool programs sup-
porting academic, social 
and behavioral development, 
ENL (English as a New Lan-
guage) for elementary stu-
dents and promoting literacy, 
job skills training and 4-H 
youth development.

Funding also aims to 
address a wide range of 
community needs, such 
as homelessness preven-
tion, senior nonemergen-
cy medical transportation, 
initiatives to reduce recidi-
vism, enhancing parenting 
skills, helping grandparents 
and other relatives caring 
for children, LGBTQ+ teen 
support and food, nutrition 
and health programs.

For a list of nonprofits 
receiving grants, go to www.
millertonnews.com

Dutchess County issues grants 
of $2 million to nonprofits 
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Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY
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Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
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MEAN GIRLS

IRON CLAW
FERRARI
BOYS IN THE BOAT

Thursday, Jan. 18 @ 6:30 PM 
& Sunday, Jan. 21 @ 1:00 PM
NT LIVE:  SKYLIGHT 
by David Hare. 

Saturday, Jan. 13 @ 6:30 PM 
DREAMIN’ WILD 
+ Q&A with 
WALTON GOGGINS

Saturday, Jan. 20. 7:00-9:30 PM: Boondocks Film Society - TANGERINE

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

1/12, 13, 17, 18
7:00 pm

“BOYS IN THE BOAT” PG-13
“POOR THINGS” R
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Sometimes the title 
says it all. 

“Cornwall 
Landscapes,” a collec-
tion of countryside 
watercolors by resident 
Robert Adzema, opened 
at The Cornwall Library 
Saturday, Jan. 6, and 
will remain on display 
through Saturday, Feb. 
17. Painted outdoors 
without the use of photo 
references, Adzema’s 
watercolors on paper 
highlight the extremes of 
the changing seasons in 
the small northwestern 
Connecticut town and 
include notable land-
marks like the red lattice 
truss bridge that extends 
over the Housatonic 
River. The covered bridge 
was added to the Nation-
al Register of Historic 
Places in 1975. Seven of 
Cornwall’s barns are list-
ed on the Connecticut 
State Register of Historic 
Places, and Adzema 
made sure to include a 
landscape of a classic red 
barn and silo, darkened 
in shadow as a low 
winter sun illuminates a 
field shrouded in snow.

The 79-year-old artist, 
who moved to Cornwall 
in 2019, is best known 
for his public sculptures 
of sundials, including an 
18-foot nautical-inspired 
canary yellow sundial 
commissioned in 1994 
for Port Richmond High 
School in Staten Island, 
New York. The freestand-
ing steel sundial uses 
light to mark high noon 
in solar time. Adzema 
also co-authored “The 

Great Sundual Cutout 
Book” with his former 
wife, the late artist and 
writer Mablen Jones, for 
Penguin’s Dutton bou-
tique imprint in 1978. 
His current wife is potter 
Jane Herold, who has a 
pottery showroom on 
Sharon-Goshen Turn-
pike in West Cornwall. 
Her handmade dinner-
ware and bone glaze 
saucers are used at The 
Mayflower Inn in Wash-
ington, Connecticut, 
as well as notable New 
York City restaurants 
like the seasonal Scan-
dinavian-inspired Aska 
in Brooklyn’s Williams-
burg neighborhood and 
the rustic farm-to-table 
Marc Forgione eatery in 
Tribeca. Herold’s green 
thumb is celebrated in 
one of Adzema’s most 
charming spring water-
colors, “Jane’s Garden.”

“The sundials are 
challenging and beau-
tiful and mathematical 
and precise,” Adzema 
said at the opening 
reception at Cornwall 
Library. “My watercolors 
are loose, and I need that 
artistic balance. There’s a 
great challenge in getting 
the numbers to work 
when building the sun-
dials, but I come back to 
painting because it is my 
real love.”

Adzema’s works 
are done in the plein 
air method that many 
Litchfield County scenic 
artists are quick to cite 
(who doesn’t want to 
draw comparison to 
Claude Monet?). The 
style of outdoor painting 
was made initially possi-
ble for artists in the mid-
1800s by the invention of 
portable easels and col-
lapsible paint tubes. His 
one “cheat” can be seen 
in his single depiction 
of fauna — “Coltsfoot 
Valley with Cows” — in 
which Adzema relied on 
some bovine photog-
raphy to position the 
farm animals in forma-
tion. Cows do not make 
patient models, Adzema 
found.

'Jane's Garden' by Robert Adzema
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The Bard Queer 
Leadership Proj-
ect (BQLP), orig-

inally slated to begin in 
the fall of 2024, opened 
its doors a year ahead of 
schedule.

Due to the alarming 
rise in anti-LGBTQIA+ 
legislation nationwide 
aimed particularly at 
schools of all levels, from 
elementary through 
college, the starting 
date was pushed up to 
September 2023, making 
this the first year for this 
progressive program. 

Carla Stephens, direc-
tor of the new project on 
the campus of Bard Col-
lege at Simon’s Rock in 
Great Barrington, Mass., 
described BQLP as a 
transformative space for 
LGBTQ+ students. The 
program offers a dual 
concentration bache-
lor’s degree, integrating 
leadership with students’ 
chosen fields of study. 

The average age of this 
first BQLP cohort is 17 
years old. “The project 
was conceived as one for 
traditional college-aged 
students seeking their 
B.A. degrees and a cou-
ple of current BQLP par-
ticipants are 18 and old-
er,” said Stephens. “We 
are very excited to invite 
high school seniors and 
college transfer students 
to apply to the BQLP. “ 

Simon’s Rock is 
known as “an early 
college” so when recruit-
ing for the program, 
Stephens and John B. 
Weinstein, provost and 
vice president of Bard 
Academy and Bard 
College at Simon’s Rock, 
have found that early 
college applicants (ninth 
and 10th graders) are 
attracted to the opportu-
nity to participate in the 
BQLP Bachelor of Arts 

degree program. They 
understand that Simon’s 
Rock is, and historically 
has been, a welcoming 
community for LGBTQ+ 
young people, faculty 
and staff. 

Said Stephens, “We 
have a good proportion 
of our students who 
identify as LGBTQIA+ 
so it just seems very 
natural that this new 
innovation, this effort to 
become possibly the first 
LGBTQ+ college within 
the college, it just seems 
like a natural place for it 
to start.”

BQLP offers a safe 
space for students. Ste-
phens said of the pro-
gram that it is, “sadly, an 
escape from persecution 
as the current political 
environment seems to be 
becoming worse.” 

From drag bans to 
sports restrictions, 75 
anti-LGBTQ+ bills have 
become law in 2023 
along with restrictions 
on gender-affirming care 
for transgender youth 
the most common. In to-
tal, 21 such laws passed 
this year. Stephens said, 
“The original plan was 

for this project to start 
next year but there was 
an ‘urgency of now,’ to 
steal a phrase from the 
civil rights movement.”

With 13 incoming stu-
dents this year, Stephens 
and Weinstein began 
working with various 
community partners 
and avenues of outreach 
to expand over the next 
few years, making BQLP 
the first intentionally 
queer-serving college in 
the world. 

Stephens recently 
attended the Learning 
with Love Conference, 
the PFLAG — the na-
tion’s first and largest 
organization dedicated 
to supporting, educat-
ing, and advocating for 
LGBTQ+ people and 
their families —  conven-
tion in Washington, D.C. 
She said, “It was a bit sad 
for me to have parents 
of queer young people 
and chapter members 
and leaders tell me that 
they are grateful that our 
program exists.” 

Stephens participat-
ed in a lobby day with 
PFLAG and said: “The 
politicians in Massachu-

setts, not surprisingly, 
are amazing. So they 
were fantastic visits. 
However, I was talking 
with some PFLAG mem-
bers from Texas and 
their meeting with an as-
sistant to [Sen.] Ted Cruz 
[R-Texas] was terrible. 
The assistant actually 
denied the existence of 
trans folks to a trans per-
son. It was terrible. And 
so, again, it’s sad that we 
are we are so necessary.”

BQLP’s curriculum is 
further enriched through 
its speaker series, The 
Queer Leaders Vision 
Forum, which provides 
opportunities for stu-
dents, as well as other 
audience members, to 
learn about leadership 
and the LGBTQ+ com-
munity directly from 
LGBTQ+ leaders. 

The four pillars of the 
BQLP are: queer leader-
ship in theory and prac-
tice; queer theory; queer 
history and culture; and 
career pathways. 

Through storytelling 
about their lived experi-
ence, intellectual explo-
ration, career paths and 
visions for the future, the 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BARD QUEER LEADERSHIP PROJECT
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forum guests are models 
and provoke areas of 
inquiry for the program’s 
students.  

In December 2023, the 
forum’s guest was Paula 
M. Neira, a nurse, lawyer 
and renowned trans 
rights and health care 
advocate. 

Neira graduated 
with distinction from 
the United States Naval 
Academy in 1985, where 
she served as a surface 
warfare officer until 1991 
when she came to terms 
with her gender identity. 
At that point, serving as 
an openly transgender 
woman in the military 
wasn’t an option, which 
led Neira to leave the 
Navy behind and begin a 
career in nursing. 

“Nursing allowed me 
to have a career path 
where I could continue 
to serve,” said Neira. 

Neira served as an 
emergency room nurse 
for five years before at-
tending law school. 

Of her varied career 
as a nurse, lawyer and 

From the Vigil & Fundraiser for Gaza that took 
place Dec. 23, 2023, at Race Brook Lodge in 
Sheffield. The gathering featured performances 
by Palestinian-American vocalist Mona Miari with 
multi-instrumentalist Zafer Tawil, and Rabbi Zach 
Fredman. Proceeds from the event went to United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and its 
efforts to support people in Gaza. 
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Vigil at Race Brook Lodge

Live theater has a 
long and robust 
legacy of outreach-

ing into the local com-
munity, be it in ancient 
Greece and the Hellenic 
era, the Romans, me-
dieval times, pre- and 
post-Renaissance, 
Elizabethan England 
and onward through our 
current modern live the-
ater, which will certainly 
evolve in years to come. 

This was general-
ly done to bring live 
productions — music 
and dance, pantomimes, 
comedic plays — to 
the masses, who were 
frequently less educated 
and certainly of small 
means. True, archaeol-
ogists have unearthed 
and explored majestic 
amphitheaters in ancient 
Greece and Rome, and 
even in Cornwall (no, not 
our Cornwall) and the 
southwest of England. 
Yet most performances 
were taken to the people 
rather than drawing au-
diences to a permanent 
structure.

Depending on the 
area of the perfor-
mances, the plays were 
performed in the middle 
of the street, on maneu-
vered wooden pageant 
wagons in the streets of 
great cities. All the stag-
ing for traveling produc-
tions — the precursors 
of our modern “touring” 
productions — was con-
sidered temporary and 
expected to be removed 
upon the completion 
of the performances. 
The upside: They would 
attract large masses of 

audiences in outdoor 
markets and festivals 
who could investigate 
the scene as they passed 
by. The downside: It was 
not an environment 
conducive to elaborate 
staging and performanc-
es.

This new type of stage 
changed the number of 
people who could view 
the plays: Instead of 
people having to travel 
to the church to see the 
play, the stage and the 
play could now come 
to them. The wagons 
often made cycles 
through towns or cities 
and would perform the 
acts multiple times so 
people could view them. 
The wagons would be 
dragged through the area 
and the actors would 
perform their roles over 
and over for the chang-
ing audiences.

In Sharon and neigh-
boring communities, The 
Sharon Playhouse has 
been proudly instrumen-
tal in engaging directly 
with our community.

We’ve partnered with 
local support groups, 
as we did with Project 
Sage of Lakeville for our 
popular 2023 production 
of “Oliver!”

In conjunction with 
our 2023 production of 
“Lifespan of a Fact,” The 
Sharon Playhouse part-
nered with The Salisbury 
Forum and The Lakeville 
Journal to co-sponsor a 
presentation and audi-
ence talkback on the hot 
issue of truth in journal-
ism.

We worked with the 

Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon to make its “Lit-
tle Women” community 
read a success.

The Playhouse had 
a season-long presence 
with a fun raffle at the 
Kent Memorial Library’s 
popular book sale on 
weekends.

We conducted a sea-
son-long trivia contest 
with theater ticket prizes 
to test the theater knowl-
edge of our community 
— hundreds of respons-
es proved that people 
enjoyed that, and were 
pretty much on target.

We’ve even taken pro-
ductions out into local 
cemeteries for spooky 
Halloween play readings.

And as of 2023, just 
like you, The Sharon 
Playhouse is now a 
“homeowner,” with the 
purchase of a lovely 
building near Sharon 
Hospital to house our 
visiting casts and crews.  

From a statistical 
perspective, look at the 
additional myriad ways 
that The Sharon Play-
house has touched our 
community and beyond.

During the 2023 sea-
son, The Sharon Play-
house:

—Provided jobs for 
250 professional theater 
artists, actors, techni-
cians, musicians and 
educators.

—Welcomed 16,000 
patrons to the Play-
house.

—Offered over 95 live, 
in-person performances 
of 22 theater produc-
tions.

—Produced 10 fully 

staged youth produc-
tions, four of which were 
original works.

—Offered 55 on-site 
educational theater 
classes for more than 700 
students and participat-
ed in three off-site school 
residencies with 300 
students.

—Provided theater 
education and training 
to more than 1,000 stu-
dents.

So, add attending live 
theater to your list of 
2024 New Year’s reso-
lutions, and make sure 
to keep this one. It’s 
physically and mentally 
healthy for all of us.

Thank you all for 
your patronage during 
The Sharon Playhouse’s 
record-breaking 2023 
season. Stay tuned for 
announcements about 
upcoming productions 
and the 2024 season. 
This year looks to be a 
geopolitically turbulent 
one and, in keeping with 
the theme of this series, 
The Sharon Playhouse 
is striving to bring some 
extra relief and joy into 
our audiences’ lives. For 
more information, and to 
make a donation to help 
us keep you mentally 
and physically fit, please 
go to www.sharonplay-
house.org

Lee A. Davies is a 
Member of the Board of 
Directors of The Sharon 
Playhouse and a resident 
of Cornwall Bridge. You 
can reach him with com-
ments and/or questions at 
leeadavies4@gmail.com.

THEATER: LEE A. DAVIES

The healing power of live 
theater: Part 3
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small crowd and inspired 
applause by saying: “Yes. 
You should feel righteous 
anger. But then you need 
to channel that anger 

into, ‘How can I make 
change that’s going to 
achieve what I want to 
achieve?’ And it’s incre-
mental, folks. So you 

have to think in terms of 
evolution, not revolution 
and you also have to take 
care of yourself. This is a 
long fight.”

Support local journalism  
in your community.

Please donate to The Lakeville Journal  
and The Millerton News at  

LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate
or by mail

PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

naval officer, Neira said 
the common thread was 
helping other people. 
She said leaving the Navy 
was the hardest thing 
she’s ever done in her 
life but added: “I didn’t 
give up my calling. I gave 
up my career in uniform 
because my calling, that 
sense of purpose, is ser-
vice. It’s finding ways to 
try to make the world a 
little better for everyone. 
I’ve always considered 
myself blessed that I 
could do that.”

Because of her work, 
Neira shared: “There 
are now midlevel offi-
cers, senior officers that 
know nothing of being 
in a service that doesn’t 
accept them. That’s a 
wonderful thing. We 

have, unfortunately, the 
realization that those 
breakthroughs, that 
progress, is now proba-
bly threatened.”

Neira explained that 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” was 
essentially a compromise 
— one could stay in the 
military as long as they 
also stayed in the clos-
et. She said: “it forced 
people to constantly 
compromise their honor, 
which also constantly 
compromises the honor 
of institutions because 
there is no honor when 
you ask people to lie. 
There’s no moral courage 
in forcing policies that 
were grounded in igno-
rance and prejudice.” 

Neira was emotional 
and vulnerable with the 



The Northwest 
Connecticut Food 
Hub connects 

regional farmers with 
wholesale customers, 
even during these winter 
months when local food 
is harder to come by. 

Farmers list available 
items each week on the 
hub’s online platform — 
at this time of year most-
ly roots, squash, apples, 
mushrooms and greens. 
Restaurants, schools, 
grocery stores, and food 
pantries can go online 
and order aggregated 
items from multiple 
farms for delivery. 

If one farm only has 
butternut squash left 
in storage from the fall 
harvest, another might 
be flush with arugula 
coming out of a winter-
ized greenhouse, while 
another still has beets in 
the cooler. Alone, each 
crop might be hard to 
sell or hard to use, but 
put them together in a 
restaurant’s shopping 
cart through the Hub’s 
online platform and you 
have a winter salad spe-
cial on the menu.

The Food Hub is a 
locally developed spin on 
a more typical industrial 
food distribution model 
where large farms that 
specialize in one item or 
another ship their crops 
to warehouses to be re-
packaged and trucked off 
to retail grocery stores 
or food service venues. 

By the very nature 
of our region’s topogra-
phy, farms are relative-
ly small and far from 
customers. Valleys and 
slopes don’t make for 
wide, expansive fields, 
and quiet windy roads 
often set farmers at a 
distance from popula-
tion centers. Growing a 

what Renee is doing that 
I asked if I could help. 
Now I volunteer every 
week after I drop off Ma-
ple Bank’s produce.” 

Zappula-Peters spent 
the morning receiving 
produce off farmers’ 
pickup trucks and 
compiling orders as 
generated onto lists by 
the online purchase plat-
form. The pallets quick-

ly filled up with food, 
including apples from 
March Farm in Bethle-
hem; carrots and cab-
bage from Vibrant Farm 
in Bantam; and sweet 
potatoes and potatoes 
from River Bank Farm in 
Roxbury. Zappula-Peters 
helped Giroux and driver 
Stuart Rabinowitz load a 
van headed for a deliv-
ery route that included 

Charlotte Hungerford 
Hospital, the Corner 
Food Pantry in Lakev-
ille, and Fishes and 
Loaves Food Pantry in 
North Canaan.

“I love that this food, 
the best our region has 
to offer, is reaching peo-
ple who wouldn’t other-
wise be able to access it,” 
said Zappula-Peters in 
between moving pallets. 

diverse range of crops 
is good for the soil and 
for business resiliency 
— if a crop is a flop one 
year, there are others 
that likely did well. All 
of these factors make for 
colorful, bucolic farm 
landscapes throughout 
Northwest Connecticut, 
but they also present 
local farmers with a 
significant marketing 
challenge, and local 
buyers with the signifi-
cant logistical question 
of how to access fresh, 
local food. 

The Food Hub began 
operations in 2017 as 
a project supported by 
the region’s economic 
development plan to 
help bridge these gaps 
between the unique 
growers we have in our 
region and potential cus-
tomers. It is an initiative 
of the nonprofit Partners 
for Sustainable Healthy 
Communities, whose 
board oversees opera-
tions. Day-to-day man-
agement of the Hub falls 
to Renee Giroux, a farm-
er herself who knows 
firsthand the challenges 
and opportunities of 
farmers in the area.

“The Hub helps with 
distribution while lift-
ing everyone up,” said 
Giroux. “It isn’t a place 
where farms are in com-
petition with one anoth-
er, but rather gives them 
an additional outlet to 
expand their businesses 
into.”

While some buyers, 
like restaurants and 
grocery stores, pay full 
wholesale prices for the 
farm products, others 
have their deliveries 
subsidized by different 
grants. The Hub cobbles 
together a number of 
funding sources to al-
low them to work with 
schools, food pantries 
and health care facilities. 
Ed-Advance, an edu-
cation nonprofit, helps 
fund farm-to-school 
initiatives facilitated by 
the Hub. A community 
wellness grant allows 
diabetes patients to re-
ceive produce prescrip-
tion deliveries through 
Hartford Healthcare. 
Community foundations 
support food pantry 
purchases.

 “Individual farm-
ers don’t have time to 
navigate all the potential 
funding sources that 
can help expand their 
markets,” said Food Hub 
board member Jocelyn 
Ayer. “That’s where the 
Hub comes in. We work 
with partners to secure 
funding for a wide range 
of projects.”

On a frigid December 
day, Susan Zappulla-Pe-
ters arrived bright and 
early at the Hub’s Tor-
rington warehouse with 
a delivery of radishes and 
scallions from the farm 
her son manages, Maple 
Bank Farm in Roxbury. 
“The first time I delivered 
here, I was so inspired by 

“The Hub helps with distribution while 
lifting everyone up. It isn’t a place 
where farms are in competition with 
one another, but rather gives them 
an additional outlet to expand their 
businesses into.”
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From farm to table with NWCT's Food Hub
FOOD: JANNA SILLER

Northwest Connecticut Food Hub director Renee Giroux moving a pallet 
of regionally grown produce dropped off by farmers, aggregated, and 
prepared for outgoing delivery to food access organizations.

PHOTOS BY JANNA SILLER

Locally grown produce aggregated at the food hub for delivery to a 
local food pantry.

Renee Giroux and Susan Zappulla-Peters  with produce aggregated 
from different regional farms and prepared for deliveries to local food 
access organizations.
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TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. All entries can be found at www.TriCornerNews.com/

events-calendar. To submit calendar items, email editor@lakevillejournal.com

Reservations requested.

February 26, Monday, 
Round III, 5523 NY-22, 
5-9 p.m., (518) 592-1240.

March 11, Monday, 
Golden Wok, Railroad 
Plaza, 2 Main Street, 5-10 
p.m., (518) 789-9236. 
Takeout only.

“The Art of the Stitch and 
Needle”: A Group Show 
of Fiber Arts
Cornwall UCC Parish House, 
8 Bolton Hill Road, Cornwall 
Village, Conn.

"The Art of the Stitch and 
Needle,” a Group Show 
of Fiber Arts, will launch 
at an Opening Reception 
on Sunday, Jan. 21, 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the 
UCC Parish House in 
Cornwall Village. All 
are welcome! The show 
will continue until Feb. 
29. Artisans exhibiting 
their work will be: Beth 
Dinneen, Eileen Gargan, 
Susan Hellmann, Jen 
Markow, Dana Saccardi, 
and Susan Saccardi. A 
wide variety of crafts will 
be represented; some will 
be for sale. Experiencing 
this exhibit will delight 
you and brighten your 
winter.

In addition to the 
Opening, the show may 
be viewed Monday to 
Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to noon, Sundays 10 
a.m. to noon, and by 
appointment. The 
Parish House is located 
directly behind the 
United Church of Christ 
at 8 Bolton Hill Road in 
Cornwall Village. For 
more information, call 
the church office, 860 
672-6840.

Free Concert
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 
10 Upper Main St., Sharon, 
Conn. hotchkisslibrary.org

Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon and The Guild, in 
partnership with Music 
Mountain to announce 
a free classical music 
concert series. The 
concerts will take place 
in the newly restored 
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon at 10 Upper Main 
Street in Sharon. The 
first concert will take 
place on Jan. 21 at 3 p.m. 
with The Ulysses Quartet 
and Oskar Espina 
Ruiz, Clarinet. Concert 
seating is very limited 
and registration is 
required, beginning Jan. 
3 for the first concert at: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/11763366.

	 JANUARY 23
Drawing Workshop

Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Jan. 23 and Feb. 6 
and 20, from 2 to 4 p.m., 
improve your drawing 
skills with artist and art 
educator Pieter Lefferts. 
This class provides 
instruction for all levels, 
from beginner to expert. 
Draw from a photo or 
still life, or bring in a 
drawing project of your 
own. Drawing materials 
will be available. Draw 
from a photo or still life 
or bring in a drawing 
project of your own. This 
workshop is for all levels, 
from beginner to expert.

Pieter Lefferts, a 
professional artist and 
2023 Nautilus Book 
Awards Gold Winner, 
is the founder of the 
Northlight Art Center in 
Amenia, NY, where he 
offers art classes.

	 JANUARY 11
Triplex Cinema 

Celebrates Daniel Klein 
in Documentary
Triplex Cinema, 70 Railroad 
St., Great Barrington, Mass. 
thetriplex.org

Local writer Daniel 
Klein will be one of 
the people included in 
filmmaker Ralph Arlyck’s 
documentary, “I Like 
It Here” at the Triplex 
Cinema on Thursday, 
Jan. 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
There will be a Q&A 
immediately following 
the film with Arlyck and 
Klein.  At the end, there 
will be refreshments in 
the lobby for folks to pay 
tribute to Klein and his 
literary contribution to the 
community. For tickets to 
the film, go to thetriplex.
org.

English Language Classes 
for Adults
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Thursdays, Jan. 11 
through Feb. 8, from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m., learn basic 
English language skills 
or improve your current 
level through reading, 
listening to stories, 
watching video clips, 
and playing interactive 
games. These free classes, 
open to adult learners of 
all levels, will be taught 
by Annie Muzaurieta, an 
instructor in the Global 
Language department at 
Indian Mountain School. 
Drinks and snacks will be 
available.

Registration is 
optional. To register or 
request information, 
please write to 
scovilleadultprograms@
biblio.org.

Knitting for Kids
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Kids in third grade and 
up are invited to learn to 
knit at the David M. Hunt 
Library. The class will be 
held over four Tuesdays 
(Jan. 16, 23, 30 and Feb. 
6) from 3:20 to 4:30 p.m. 
Participants will learn to 
knit a scarf. All materials 
will be provided. Sign up 
at huntlibrary.org

	 JANUARY 18
What Papa Told Me: 

Virtual Book Talk
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Thursday, Jan. 18 
at 5 p.m. the David M. 
Hunt Library will host 
a virtual book talk with 
Felice Cohen, author 
of What Papa Told Me. 
What Papa Told Me 
is the story of Felice's 
grandfather, Murray 
Schwartzbaum, whose 
courage and sheer will to 
live helped him survive 
eight different labor and 
concentration camps 
in the Holocaust, start 
a new life in America 
and keep a family intact 
in the aftermath of his 
wife's suicide. A copy of 
the book is available to 
check out at the library. 
Register for the talk at 
huntlibrary.org

	 JANUARY 20
Film Screening

Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

On Saturday, Jan. 20, 
at 4 p.m., The Cornwall 
Library will show 
the award-winning 
feature documentary 
film WHAAM!BLAM!, 

  

directed by James L. 
Hussey. The screening 
will be followed by 
a panel discussion 
featuring Mr. Hussey, 
editor and co-producer 
Tory Estern Jadow, 
and visual artist/art 
historian David Barsalou. 
The event is live only 
(no Zoom). Seating is 
limited. Registration 
on the library website 
is required, at: 
cornwalllibrary.org/
events/

52 Places to Go in 2024: 
A Talk with New York 
Times Travel Editor 
Amy Virshup
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Saturday, Jan. 20, 
from 4 to 5 p.m., hear 
the inside story of The 
New York Times annual 
“52 Places to Go,” the 
much-awaited annual 
list of outstanding 
destinations and insider 
tips on what to see and 
do. Times Travel editor 
Amy Virshup will discuss 
how this tantalizing 
travel research gets done, 
who makes decisions, 
what distinguishes a 
list-maker from a runner 
up, what Times readers 
look for in travel, and 
how Times Travel has 
changed over the years.

Registration is 
required for this event. 
Please use this link: 
scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/11670848

Painting Class
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Local artist Shaari 
Horowitz will lead a 
painting class at the 
David M. Hunt Library 
on Saturday, Jan. 20 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 
The class costs $65 per 
person, which includes all 
materials and instruction. 
Bring an open mind and 
a smock! Space is limited, 
register by contacting the 
David M. Hunt Library via 
phone or email library by 
1/14.

	 JANUARY 21
The North East Historical 

Society Dine Out for 
History
Millerton, N.Y.

The North East Historical 
Society’s popular Dine 
Out for History series 
returns this month. This 
year two more dining 
establishments will 
participate, bringing the 
total to five (see below).

On select dates from 
January 21 through 
March 11, participating 
Millerton restaurants 
will host their own Dine 
Out for History night, 
where 10 percent of 
the proceeds from all 
patrons that night will be 
donated to the historical 
society to support its 
research, digitize its 
collection and make 
historic content more 
available to the public, 
particularly educators.

January 21, Sunday, The 
Millerton Inn, 53 Main 
Street, 5-9 p.m., (518) 
592-1900. Reservations 
requested.

February 4, Sunday, 
Oakhurst Diner, 19 Main 
Street, 5-8 p.m., (518) 
592-1313.

February 15, Thursday, 
Willa, 52 Main Street, 
5-9 p.m., (518) 789-0252. 

Eric Veden’s latest 
video about Falls 
Village starts with 

an interview with First 
Selectman Dave Barger, 
who talks about growing 
up in Esopus, New York, 
which was “not unlike 
Falls Village.”

Barger comes from a 
long line of police offi-
cers, so when he was out 
of college, he was busy 
applying to various law 
enforcement agencies in 
New York.

He also applied to the 
Connecticut State Police, 
and they called first.

In an eventful few days 
in 1977, Barger graduat-
ed from the state police 
academy, got married, 
had a one-day honey-
moon and reported to 
Troop B in North Canaan 
to begin his career.

His sergeant was Peter 
G. Lawson, who also 
served as First Selectman 
and on various town 
boards. (He died in 2012.)

“He took me under his 
wing.”

Lawson was ready to 
retire, and told Barger 
he thought it would be a 
good thing if Falls Village 
had another trooper 

living in town.
It just so happened 

that Faye Lawson was 
starting her career in real 
estate.

So with one thing and 
another, the Bargers got a 
plot on Amy Road.

“And you’re sitting in 
it,” Barger says to Veden.

Ronna Welsh, a chef 
who splits her time 
between Falls Village and 
Brooklyn, takes a group 
through a cooking class 
at the Congregational 
Church.

She tells the group 
that rather than starting 
with a theme or a specific 
menu, they are going to 
try a different approach.

“What do I do with 
what I have?”

Toni Siegel recalls her 
19 years at CBS News 
in New York, where she 
worked with Walter 
Cronkite.

She was ready to 
switch to a teaching 
career when the phone 
rang with the news that 
Bill Play, the CBS News 
chief, was responding to 
legal and social pressure 
to provide more oppor-
tunities for women in the 
new business.

“So I became the first 
woman in the Director’s 
Guild.”

Shamu Sadeh and Jan-
na Siller of Adamah Farm 
(which supplied many 
of the ingredients used 
by Welsh in the cook-
ing class) take a group 
through the composting 
process, starting with 
food waste.

And Episode 31 con-
cludes with Frank Had-
sell, who figures he has 
spent 67 of his 70 years in 
Falls Village.

He recalls playing 
sports at every chance 
with the older children, 
who looked out for him.

“We policed our-
selves.”

In those days the Lee 
H. Kellogg School did 
not have a gym.

So in basketball sea-
son, the boys practiced 
outside in the parking 
lot, in winter, with hats 
and gloves.

“We played all our 
games on the road.”

The video is available 
for borrowing or for sale 
at the David M. Hunt 
Library. Veden also has a 
YouTube channel called 
“Eric Veden.”

Eric Veden unveils 
newest local video

MEDIA: PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

	 JANUARY 26
Cornwall Author Talk

Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

On Saturday, Jan. 27, 
at 4 p.m., The Cornwall 
Library is starting off 
its 2024 book talks with 
an event that should 
enthrall literature fans 
throughout the area. 
Distinguished best-
selling novelists and 
memoirists Dani Shapiro 
(Signal Fires, Inheritance) 
and A.M. Homes (The 
Unfolding, The Mistress’s 
Daughter) will discuss 
their work, with Roxana 
Robinson, celebrated 
novelist and biographer, 
moderating. This event is 
live only (no Zoom). 

Registration on 
the library website 

is required, at: 
cornwalllibrary.org/
events/

	 JANUARY 27
Art Exhibition

David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

David M. Hunt 
Library in Falls Village 
will host WINTER 
WONDERLAND, an 
exhibition of painted 
winter scenes by art 
students at Lee H. 
Kellogg School. There 
will be a reception for 
the public, and parents of 
the artists, on Saturday 
Jan. 27 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The exhibition will 
remain on display during 
operating hours through 
Feb. 23.

	 FEBRUARY 11
The Art of the String 

Quartet
Saint James Place, 352 Main 
St. Great Barrington, MA 
01230

Close Encounters With 
Music presents the 
notable Avalon String 
Quartet. The group 
returns with another 
Berkshire premiere on 
Sunday, Feb. 11 at 4 
p.m. “For Such a Time 
as This” is a retelling of 
the biblical Esther story 
for string quartet and 
vocalist, from a feminist 
perspective. Afterglow 
Reception in Saint 
James Place’s Great Hall 
following the concert 
in the Sanctuary Space. 
You are invited to meet 
the artists and enjoy 
bites and beverages by 
Authentic Eats by Oleg.
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The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate

Email your  
classified ad to  

classified@
lakevillejournal.com.

To view all the news and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News each week,  

go to our websites at www.lakevillejournal.com and www.millertonnews.com

THE NEWS 
THAT MATTERS 

to you

HOUSING       BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY       SPORTS
NONPROFITS      THE ARTS      RECREATION

THE NORTHWEST CORNER       THE HARLEM VALLEY

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription to your community news source.

Subscribe to either The Lakeville Journal or The Millerton News and gain free access  
to all the newsfrom both newspapers at www.tricornernews.com. 

Or, you can opt to only subscribe digitally. Your news, your way. 

Just $82 annually
Simply go to www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions and select your preferred subscription. 

Or, call 860-435-9873 x303 or email circulation@lakevillejournal.com

TriCornerNews.com
860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military 

who would be interested 

in the news from home?

Remember
The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. 

For more information or 

to set up a subscription, 

contact Sandra Lang at 

circulation@ 

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301.

With thanks 

to those who serve.

HELP WANTED
CHORE SERVICE SEEKS 

ENERGETIC AND COM-
PASSIONATE FULL TIME 
PROGRAM COORDINA-
TOR: to support organiza-
tion’s mission of helping 
older people within the 
community remain safely 
and independently at home. 
Responsible for assisting 
Executive Director in day-to-
day operations. Salaried, ex-
empt position provides case 
management for clients and 
support to workers. Bache-
lor’s degree in social services 
or related field or demon-
strate strong work experi-
ence and interest. Must be 
committed to improving 
quality of life for those in 
need, experience working 
with elderly populations, 
and able to conduct home 
visits. PTO, 401(k) plan, sti-
pend for health insurance 
offered. Valid driver’s license 
and reliable transportation 
required. Send cover letter 
and resume to chore@
choreservice.org or PO Box 
522, Lakeville, CT 06039. 
Complete job description 
at www.choreservice.org. 
Chore Service Inc. is an EOE.

DRAFTSPERSON WANTED: 
Christine Gray Architecture 
& Design, LLC is a small ar-
chitecture firm focusing on 
high-end residential proj-
ects in the tristate area. We 
are seeking an experienced 
drafter to join our growing 
Lakeville office. Must have 
strong knowledge of Auto-
CAD, knowledge of building 
code and construction, and 
experience detailing de-
signs. Part-time or full-time 
available, primarily in-per-
son. Hourly pay starting at 
$30/hour, commensurate 
with experience. Please 
inquire at info@cgarch.com.

WEATOGUE STABLES HAS 
OPENINGS: for full and 
part time help. Duties in-
clude feeding, turnout, 
barn and stall cleaning etc. 
Experience preferred. Lovely 
facility. Contact Bobbi at 
860-307-8531.

NBT Bank is hiring for our Lakeville location 
and surrounding areas! Positions available in 
our Retail Branches, Operations, Call Center, 
Mortgage, Fraud and Credit departments. 
Our employee benefi ts from a total 
compensation package, include competitive 
salary, bonuses and a wide range of benefi ts 
for eligible employees.  

Learn more and apply on our website at 
https://www.nbtbank.com/careers/ 

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

LEAVE THE PAINTING TO 
ME!: No job too large or too 
small. INTERIOR. Excellent 
references. Call Jonathan 
Bonett 860 605-0528.

REAL ESTATE
P U B L I S H E R’S N OT I C E: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age,  law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental  
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

FOR RENT: a bright, cozy, 
unfurnished one-bedroom 
cottage, 1200 square feet, 
renovated throughout, with 
deck, garden, parking, stor-
age/sleeping loft, closets, 
dishwasher, washer/dryer, 
views. Ten minutes from 
Metro-North Wassaic sta-
tion. $1500 per month. Con-
tact douglasthin@gmail.
com or 646.784.1011.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

WELCOME TO 2024:  Below and in the pictures is a sensational, and unique  country property 
located in our beautiful NW Connecticut corner.  With great privacy and stunning views,  

it is a modern makeover of 4 beautiful circa 1850s era barns, into a lovely country residence.

Driving down a winding country driveway, you arrive at the generously sized, 4 bedroom home, designed and 
built from the above mentioned barns. Looking out over the Salisbury hills and beyond, the interior is bright and 
cheerful throughout; An open main level interior is combined with the other levels of living features, that make 
for a variety of family living options. Offered with 10 acres, including a lap style pool, there are more available. 
OFFERED AT $5,100,000. Call Chip Hoben for further details or showing appointments.

A SENSATIONAL COUNTRY PROPERTY

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 11, 2024, Thursday, January 11, 2024

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — Some 28 
youngsters turned out Satur-
day, Jan. 6 and Sunday, Jan. 
7 for the Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association’s ski jump 
camp.

The camp was originally 
scheduled for the last week-
end in December but warm-
ish rainy weather caused a 
postponement.

This worked out just fine 
on Saturday, with clear skies, 
no wind to speak of and the 
thermometer in the low 
30s, which was quite chilly 
enough for onlookers and 
warm enough for the young 
skiers to break a sweat and 
maybe shed a layer.

The younger skiers dis-
embarked from the bottom 
of the 20-meter jump ramp, 
taking turns with the more 
advanced children who took 
on the entire thing.

One girl of about six was 
having trouble getting up 
the stairs in her ski boots. 
A reporter was behind her, 
and observed that the boots, 
while admirable for their 
stated purpose, were not very 
useful on stairs.

The young skier paused 
to consider this, and said, 
“What I really need is some-
one to carry my skis.” She 
flashed a shy smile, revealing 
several recently-lost teeth.

The reporter obliged, and 
she scampered happily up the 
remaining steps. Moments 
later, she was whizzing down 
the hill.

On Sunday the camp par-
ticipants continued, with the 
added bonus of a few inches 

Youth ski jumpers take flight at Satre Hill

of real snow.
Just before the Christmas 

break, SWSA members came 
to Salisbury Central School 
as part of an ongoing effort 
to get more children involved 
in the sport.

Larry Stone, a Salisbury 
native and long-time coach at 
Lake Placid, told the students 
about the 98-year history of 
Salisbury ski jumping, and 
reassured anyone wonder-
ing about safety. “We don’t 
let kids go on the big hill until 
they come up on the smaller 
hills and learn the skills and 
tools.”

That philosophy was ev-
ident at the camp, as SWSA 
volunteers, including Ella 
Rydingsword, Caleb Gilbert 
and Seth Gardner, super-
vised, corralled, instructed 
and encouraged throughout 
the day’s activities. 

SWSA’s Scott Fitch report-
ed a total of 28 campers over 
the two days, 20 of whom 
had never ski jumped before. 
Fitch also reported 18 pizzas 
consumed.

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULIIVAN

Of the 28 campers, 20 of had never ski jumped before. 

Skiers launched from SWSA’s 20-meter jump ramp.

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Diving head-first into 
varsity swimming 

Housatonic Valley Regional High School 
began the 2024 swim season Friday, Jan. 5, 
with a meet in Winsted against Northwestern 
High School. Northwestern won the season 
opener with a team score of 77-50 over the 
Mountaineers. HVRHS swimming will be 
back in the pool Wednesday, Jan. 17, to host 
Shepaug Valley High School at The Hotchkiss 
School pool in Mars Athletic Center.
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Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our websites, www.lakevillejournal.

com and www.millertonnews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Tree Service

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

WINTER 
SAVINGS!

25% off
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 1/31/24

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs

Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 

Over 35 years experience

860-459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

ROOFING  •  SIDING  
GUTTERS  •  REPAIRS

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

Print Subscription
Includes Free Online Access!

$10 monthly
in county | $12.25 outside county

In Print & Online | Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
lakevillejournal.com | millertonnews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com
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