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Funding partners propel North 
Canaan health center toward launch

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Construction of the new health center is nearing completion.

Nuvance Health 
to become part of 
Northwell Health

Broadband expansion project is nearly 
completed and winning rave reviews

By Debra A. Aleksinas

NORTH CANAAN — With the 
snip of a ribbon by dignitaries Fri-
day, May 10, followed by an open 
house Saturday, May 11, a new 
federally qualified health center 
(FQHC) serving the Northwest 
Corner will open for business after 
two decades of planning fueled by a 
major infusion of financial support 
from strategic regional health care 
partners.

Joanne Borduas, CEO of Com-
munity Health & Wellness Center 
(CHWC), which is building the 
regional facility, described vital 
support from the Sharon-based 
Foundation for Community Health 
(FCH), Sharon Hospital/Nuvance 
Health, Berkshire Taconic Com-
munity Foundation (BTCF) and its 
Fund for the Northwest Corner as 
“a testament to our shared commit-
ment to community health.”

The state-of-the-art health care 
center’s mission is to offer integrat-
ed medical and behavioral health 
services aimed at addressing the 
region’s dearth of health care pro-
viders, limited access to care and 
transportation challenges impact-
ing both financially stable families 

Advanced polling in place 
for 2024 elections

and those less fortunate.
“This partnership will only make 

us stronger in meeting the health 
care needs of the community,” said 
Christina McCulloch, president of 
Sharon Hospital.

Nuvance Health/Sharon Hos-
pital is among partners who have 
joined with FCH in contributing to 
the regional initiative. Nuvance has 
pledged a multiyear, $650,000 total 
gift to include $300,000 in funding 
and an additional $350,000 of in-
kind services.

Examples of in-kind services, 
said McCulloch, include anything 
from donations of medical equip-
ment commonly found in a health 
care setting to services like lab 
work, such as blood tests, imaging 
and screenings.

 “I think what we are seeing in 
rural settings such as the Northwest 

Corner are challenges with health 
care access locally,” said McCulloch. 
“That could be related to the lack 
of providers and the lack of public 
transportation. A lot of the social 
determinants of health come into 
play when you talk about access to 
health care.”

Along with Sharon Hospital, 
the new North Canaan health cen-
ter, she said, will make access to 
services stronger and more easily 
accessible to residents in the rural 
Northwest Corner, “and we would 
hope to see that preventative care 
is easier to attain.”

McCulloch credited the alliance 
of strategic partners with aiming 
to “enhance value, availability and 
appropriateness of care for the en-
tire community, especially those 

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY  — Early voting is 
now a reality in Connecticut.

A ballot question in the 2022 gen-
eral election supported amending 
the state constitution to authorize 
the Connecticut General Assembly 
to provide by law for in-person early 
voting before an election. The mea-
sure passed handily.

The legislature passed an early 
voting bill in May 2023, and Gov. 
Ned Lamont signed it in June 2023.

Voter registrars from Salisbury 
and Cornwall met at Salisbury Town 
Hall Wednesday, Feb. 28, to go over 
procedures and to get the word out.

Maureen Dell and Jenny Law, 
Salisbury’s  Republican and Dem-
ocratic registrars, both emphasized 
that the new early voting rules re-
quire some effort and planning.

There are four days of early 
voting before the Tuesday, April 2, 

presidential primary. They are 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 26; 
Wednesday, March 27; Thursday, 
March 28; and Saturday, March 30.

Dell reminded voters that Con-
necticut has a closed primary sys-
tem. Voters must be registered as 
Republicans or Democrats to vote 
in their party’s primary.

The deadline for changing party 
affiliation was Jan. 2.

Unaffiliated voters who wish to 
vote in the early voting period for 
the primary must enroll in a party 
by noon Monday, March 25.

Residents who are not registered 
to vote but wish to vote in the early 
voting period before the primary 
must do so with the registrars in 
their town by noon on the business 
day before the day they wish to vote.

Monday, April 1, at noon is the  
deadline for registering in person 

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — After years of 
community-wide surveys, ex-
pert planning, public meetings, 
and coordination of multitiered 
elements legal and logistical, the 
work of the SharonConnect Task 
Force, town officials and Comcast 
and construction crews is nearly 
completed.

The last big construction job 
needed for the project, now judged 
to be 80-90% completed, was hap-
pening on schedule when Dan 
Lancaster, Comcast’s construction 
head for the Sharon project, paused 
for an interview Thursday, Feb. 22. 
That was the day contractor crews 
were stringing cable line from West 
Cornwall Road through the forest 
to two homes along Route 7.

Rich Phipps, owner of R&R 
Broadband LLC, was on the job 
with his crew doing the contracted 
installation work, involving pulling 
the cable line through pole to pole 
down the steep forested incline 
from West Cornwall Road.

“We’re getting close; we’re al-
most there,” Lancaster said, not-
ing that 27-30 miles of cable had 

been strung throughout the town 
on utility poles, with an additional 
7-8 miles of underground buried 
cable. For Thursday’s job on Route 
7, 2,400 feet of cable, just about an 
entire reel, was needed to cover the 
distance.

While the project’s initial ap-
proval came in February 2023, with 
the contract with Comcast signed 
March 2, Lancaster said that it was 
July before pole permissions were 
in place, so the underground in-
stallation began first.

Jointly providing additional in-

formation about the project’s his-
tory, SharonConnect Task Force 
co-chairs Jill Drew and Meghan 
Flanagan along with the town’s 
project coordinator, Nikki Blass, 
indicated that work began March 9 
with the stringing of Caroline Drive 
that took three days to complete. In 
that one instance, pole permissions 
were already in place.

While a specific date for comple-
tion has not yet been determined, 
Drew said that the construction 

By Maud Doyle

 NEW HYDE PARK, N.Y. —  
Nuvance Health will combine with 
Northwell Health, the largest health 
provider in New York state, to form 
a 28-hospital system that spans the 
New York-Connecticut border, 
the two organizations announced 
Wednesday, Feb. 28.

Before the agreement is finalized 
it must be approved by New York, 
Connecticut and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

Nuvance Health, based in Dan-
bury, operates seven hospitals in 
western Connecticut  and Dutchess 
County, New York, including 
Sharon Hospital and Northern 
Dutchess Hospital in Rhinebeck, 
while Northwell, based in New 
Hyde Park, operates 21 hospitals 
and nearly 900 outpatient facilities; 
according to Northwell, its 85,000 
employees also make the system 
the largest private employer in New 
York state.

“This partnership opens a new 
and exciting chapter for Northwell 
and Nuvance and provides an in-
credible opportunity to enhance 
both health systems and take pa-
tient care and services to an even 
higher level,” said Michael Dowling, 
president and CEO of Northwell 
Health, in a statement.

Nuvance Health has been strug-
gling financially. At Sharon Hospi-
tal, which loses some $20 million 
annually, Nuvance hoped to cut 
losses by closing the labor and de-
livery unit, which it said loses $3 
million a year. Its application to 
close the unit was denied by Con-
necticut in February.

Last summer, its outstanding 
debt was downgraded again by S&P 
and by Moody’s. Moody’s noted that 
Nuvance’s “next several quarters” 
would be “pivotal.” For its fiscal 
year ending Sept. 30, 2023, Nuvance 
posted a net loss of $121.5 million.

Dan Lancaster, 
Comcast’s con-
struction head 
for the Sharon 
project, at left, 
confers with Rich 
Phipps, owner of 
R&R Broadband, 
contractor for the 
work, on Thurs-
day, Feb. 22.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN
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In The Journal this week

Online This Week
Yearly town report released
Salisbury reviewed its annual report at a town 
meeting. More on www.lakevillejournal.com

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. 
All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

 
IMS teacher arrest 

On Sunday, March 3, at 
approximately 1 p.m., Mi-
chael Wilson, 40, of Lakeville, 
turned himself in at Troop B 
on an active arrest warrant 
based on investigation of an 
incident at Indian Mountain 
School in Salisbury on Nov. 
8, 2023, involving Wilson 
and a 7th grade student. Wil-
son, an English teacher and 
mountain bike coach who 
lives on campus, was accused 
of inappropriate physical 
interaction with the student 
and was relieved of duties 
and is currently staying in 
Delaware. He is charged with   
breach of peace, 2nd degree; 
assault, 3rd degree; reckless 
endangerment, 2nd degree; 
strangulation/suffocation, 
3rd degree; and unlawful re-
straint, 2nd degree. Wilson 
posted a $10,000 cash-surety 
bond. 

Interlaken Inn trespass
On Sunday, Feb. 25, at ap-

proximately 10:30 a.m. Troop 
B received a call from the 
Interlaken Inn in Salisbury 
about a man causing a dis-
turbance and who wouldn’t 
leave the property. Segun-
do Lalvay, 50, of Millerton, 
was served an infraction for 
simple trespass and told not 
to return to the Inn. Lalvay 
soon returned anyway and 
was charged with criminal 
tresspass, 2nd degree. 

Disorderly conduct charge
On Sunday,  Feb. 25, at 

approximately 7 p.m., Troop-
ers were dispatched to a resi-
dence on Aetna Lane in Nor-
folk on the report of a dis-
turbance. Eugene Harding, 
50, reportedly had threat-
ened a victim and pushed 
him. Harding was arrested 
and charged with disorderly 
conduct. 

HVRHS knife arrest
On Wednesday, Feb. 28, 

at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
Troop B was notified by Re-
gion One school that a large 
knife was found in a student’s 
possession at the high school. 
Christos Curry, 18, of Kent, 
was placed under arrest for 
possession of a weapon on 
school grounds, a Class D 
felony. 

 North Canaan drug arrest  
On Thursday, Feb. 29, 

Mohammad Rahman, 45, 
of Litchfield, was taken into 
custody on an outstanding 
arrest warrant following 
an investigation involving 
Smoker’s Choice, 11 East 
Main, North Canaan. Rah-
man was charged with pos-
session with intent to sell 
narcotics.  He was released 
on a $10,000 cash/surety 
bond. 

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal.

Public hearing 
on cannabis 
regs March 11

NORTH CANAAN — 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission will hold a public 
hearing to receive input on 
regulations for recreational 
cannabis in Town Hall Mon-
day, March 11 at 7 p.m.

The draft regulations can 
be viewed online at tinyurl.
com/bbye2xzp

By John Coston

SHARON — Sharon Hos-
pital has petitioned the state 
Office of Health Strategy 
(OHS) to reconsider its Final 
Decision denying the hos-
pital’s request to terminate 
labor and delivery service.

OHS issued its decision 
Feb. 5, determining that the 
application for a Certificate 
of Need (CON) failed to 
meet the statutory require-
ments intended to protect 
the “quality, accessibility, and 
cost-effectiveness of care” in 
the region served.

In its petition filed Feb. 
20, the hospital cited new 
evidence regarding the cur-
rent state of operations at the 
labor and delivery operation, 
as well as evidence relating to 
the financial health of Sha-
ron Hospital and Nuvance 
Health, its parent.

The hospital also states 
that the Final Decision con-
tains factual and legal errors 
that must be corrected, and 
that there is good cause to 

Sharon Hospital petitions state 
to reconsider L&D closure ruling

grant the petition “in order 
for OHS to work with Sha-
ron Hospital to address sig-
nificant new challenges to the 
sustainability of the L&D ser-
vices in the same manner as 
OHS has to similarly situated 
providers.”

The petition, filed eight 
days before Northwell Health 
announced it planned to 
combine with Nuvance 
Health, cites updated evi-
dence that shows the hospital 

is “on the precipice of having 
to temporarily suspend the 
service because it has lost 
essential physician coverage 
in recent months.

“The conditions at the 
Hospital related to the L&D 
service have meaningfully 
deteriorated from an already 
challenged state and further 
threaten the sustainability 
of the L&D service and the 
[hospital’s] ability to oper-
ate the L&D unit safely and 

reasonably.”
The petition also argues 

that the decision relies heav-
ily on data about Nuvance 
Health’s finances in 2022, yet 
doesn’t account for 2023 and 
2024 budgeted losses.

Sharon Hospital’s peti-
tion also states that OHS 
committed legal errors in 
applying certain statutory 
criteria. It also argues that 
OHS should reconsider its 
denial and negotiate condi-
tions “for the closure of the 
L&D unit,” alluding to the re-
cent agreement OHS entered 
with Windham Hospital in 
Willimantic that received 
approval to close its L&D 
unit “subject to certain con-
ditions.”

Christina McCulloch, 
president of Sharon Hospi-
tal, confirmed that the an-
nouncement of Nuvance’s 
agreement with Northwell 
Health will not alter Sharon 
Hospital’s pursuit of permis-
sion to terminate its labor 
and delivery services.

“Nothing has been ap-
proved with Northwell 
Health,” said McCulloch. “It 
has to go through the regula-
tory process, which we think 
could take a year or more.”

She said that with regards 
to the petition for reconsider-
ation, “nothing will change.” 
The petition for reconsider-
ation, she said, is “just anoth-
er step in the regulatory pro-
cess with the Office of Health 
Strategy. And we await their 
response to that.”

PHOTO BY BRIDGET STARR TAYLOR

Sharon Hospital cited new financial evidence in asking 
the state Office of Health Strategy to reconsider deny-
ing  the request to close labor and delivery services. 
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TORRINGTON — The 
Northwest Connecticut 
Chamber of Commerce 
will host a “Catch the Lep-
rechaun New Membership 
Party” Wednesday, March 
20, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Chamber office at 59 Field 
St., Suite 120.

NWCT Chamber to host new membership party
The event is free and open 

to the public. Current Cham-
ber members may invite po-
tential members to attend. 
St. Patrick’s Day-themed re-
freshments will be provid-
ed by Jimmy’s Store, and a 
“catch the leprechaun” scav-
enger hunt will take place 

throughout the evening with 
gift certificates for the first 
three winners in the amounts 
of $100, $75 and $50.

 Attendees are asked to 
RSVP to the Chamber by 
Monday, March 18, by calling 
860-482-6586 or emailing 
Karen Kuhl at karen@nwct-
chamberofcommerce.org
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Legal Notice
Notice is hereby given that 

a Presidential Preference 
Primary of the Republican 
and Democratic Parties will 
begin with early voting on 
March 26, 2024, through 
March 28, 2024, and March 
30, 2024, with the primary 
being held on April 2, 2024, 
in each town.

Notice is also hereby 
given that the following are 
the names of the candidates 
(including the category 
“Uncommitted”) which are 
to appear on the ballot at 
said primary in the manner 
and in the order in which 
such names and category are 
herein listed, under the office 
designation “Nomination 
for President of the United 
States”, together with the 
addresses of such candidates:

Democrats
Name and Address:
Marianne Williamson
Washington D.C.
Dean Phillips
Excelsior, MN
CenkUygur
Los Angels, CA
Joe Biden
Philadelphia, PA
Uncommitted
Republicans
 Name and Address
Ron DeSantis
Tallahassee, FL
Nikki Haley
Daniel Island, SC
Donald J. Trump
Arlington, VA
Ryan Binkley
McKinney, TX
Uncommitted
Dated at  Hartford, 

Connecticut, this 1st Day 
of March, 2024. Stephanie 
Thomas, Secretary of the 
State.

The foregoing is a copy 
of the notice that I have 
received from the Office of 
the Secretary of the State in 
accordance with Secs. 9-433 
and 9-471 of the General 
Statutes. As provided, such 
primary will begin with early 
voting on March 26, 2024, 
through March 28, 2024, 

and March 30, 2024, and 
the primary will be held on 
April 2, 2024. The hours of 
voting during early voting 
and at said primary and the 
location of the polls will be 
as follows:

Hours of Voting:
M a r c h  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4 - 

10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m.
March 27, 2024-10:00a.m. 

to 6:00p.m.
M a r c h  2 8 ,  2 0 2 4 - 

10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m.
M a r c h  3 0 ,  2 0 2 4 - 

10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m.
Primary Day- 6:00 a.m. 

to 8:00 p.m.
Voting District-1
Location of Polling Place
Sharon Town Hal l , 

63 Main Street. Dated at 
Sharon, Connecticut, this 
1st day of March, 2024.

Town Clerk
 Linda R. Amerighi

Town of Sharon
03-07-24

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury
Inland Wetlands 
& Watercourses 

Commission
Notice is hereby given 

that the following action 
was taken by the Inland 
Wetlands & Watercourses 
Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury, Connecticut 
on February 26, 2024:

Approved - Application 
2024-IW-003 by owner 
Michael W Klemens for 
the construction of a 
stream crossing to access 
an approved building lot. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s map 
03 as lot 05-5 and is known 
as 14 Red Mountain Road, 
Lakeville.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal this decision to 
the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §22a-43(a) 
& §8-8. 

03-07-24
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By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — In what 
was a godsend for parents 
of small children facing a 
cold, rainy Saturday morn-
ing, Debbie Labbe brought 
Ru the llama to the Scoville 
Memorial Library for a visit 
Saturday, March 2.

Ru, age 4, allowed him-
self to be led into the chil-
dren’s area of the library. He 
made no fuss at all. In fact, 
he seemed more interested 
in looking out the window.

Labbe, who runs Country 
Quilt Llama Farm in Corn-

Ru the llama visits 
Scoville Library

wall, explained that llamas 
typically pay attention to 
whatever is moving around 
them. The 15 or 20 children 
were all quite still.

Labbe imparted  basic lla-
ma facts: coloration, relative 
hairiness, and longevity — 18 
to 20 years.

She had a sample of yarn 
made from llama hair, which 
the children examined.

Labbe read the book “Is 
your Mama a Llama” by 
Deborah Guarino and illus-
trated by Steven Kellogg. All 
the children got a chance to 
pet Ru.

By Leila Hawken

KENT — Administration 
of the town’s cemeteries has 
shifted from the Kent Ceme-
tery Association to the town 
following a unanimous vote 
at a special town meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 27.

Fourteen residents came 
to the Town Hall to consider 
enactment of the new ordi-
nance that will shift care of 
six town-owned cemeteries 
to a new five-member vol-
unteer committee. Those 
cemeteries are Bulls Bridge, 
Congregational, Flanders, 
Good Hill, Skiff Mountain 
and St. Andrew’s.

Resident Chris Garr-
ity was elected to serve as 
moderator for the half-hour 
meeting.

The Cemetery Commit-
tee will function under the 
direction of the Board of Se-
lectmen, which will appoint 
its members. Any resident 
interested in serving on the 
committee should contact 
the town. Initially the terms 
will be of varying lengths in 
order to establish staggered 
term endings.

The ordinance also pro-
vides for the hiring of a 
sexton to oversee the day-
to-day operation of the 
cemeteries, supervised by 
the new committee. A job 
description for the sexton 

Kent establishes Cemetery Committee
has been posted on the town 
website for interested can-
didates.

Discussion included res-
idents’ concerns about how 
the financial assets will be 
transferred from the Cem-
etery Association to the 
town and how they will be 
handled. 

First Selectman Marty 
Lindenmayer responded 
that the cemetery funds will 
be included in the town bud-
get under its own heading.

Residents also asked 
about long-range planning 
to expand the cemeteries 
should additional space be 
needed. Sextons aging out 
of their positions was also 
noted as a problem being 
faced by area towns.

The town meeting closed 
with selectmen and resi-
dents expressing apprecia-
tion to the Cemetery Associ-
ation for its members’ years 
of commitment and service 
to the town.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Last year’s Battle of the Bands at HVRHS was won by 
“These Boots Are Meant For Rockin.”

FALLS VILLAGE — 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School will host a Bat-
tle of the Bands event Friday, 
April 5, at 7 p.m. in the au-
ditorium.

The event will raise mon-
ey for the class of 2025’s ju-
nior prom, senior ball, senior 
week and class trip. Addi-
tionally, the winning band 
will go home with $100 in 
prize money.

The community is invited 
to join the audience. Tickets 
will be sold at the door for 
$10. This event is sponsored 
by the Music Lab in Canaan.

Student musicians can 
enter to compete by signing 

Battle of the Bands returns to HVRHS

up before the deadline of 
Friday, March 15. The entry 
fee for participating bands is 

$10 and the link to register 
is: forms.gle/tsL1RPQqYpX-
Dvc1r8

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Debbie Labbe and Ru stopped by Scoville Library 
Saturday, March 2 for a llama lesson.
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SOME OF THE THINGS  
THAT WE OFFER...

GOLFETTA SALAME
FERMIN IBERICO

SPECK
MORTADELLA

PROSCIUTTO DI PARMA
SOPPRESSATA

GUANCIALE
FRENCH JAMS

TAPENADE
ARTICHOKE PASTE
COCKTAIL ONIONS

BALSAMIC VINEGAR
SUN DRIED PEPPERS

CORNICHONS
PEPPERONCINIS

CALABRIAN CHILI PEPPERS
SLICED CHAMPIGNON 

MUSHROOMS
CAPERS IN SEA SALT

TARALLI’S ITALIAN 
PRETZELS

PARMIGIANO REGGIANO
CROSTINIS

MINI TOASTS
CROCCANTINI CRACKERS
FIG AND OLIVE CRACKERS

ANCHOVY PASTE
TUNA IN OLIVE OIL

TOMATO PASTE
DRIED FIGS

MARCONA ALMONDS
DRIED CHERRIES

RASPBERRIES  
IN ARMAGNAC
FRENCH CAKES
MINT TRUFFLES

NOUGAT
DURANTE’S  

HOMEMADE PASTA
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FALLS VILLAGE  — The 
Falls Village Volunteer Fire 
Department will host a na-
tionally recognized speaker 
Saturday, April 20, at 10 a.m. 
at the Emergency Services 
Center.

Laura Billon is an expert 
on fire and arson investiga-
tion and will speak to first re-

FVVFD to host fire and arson training session
sponders and citizens about 
youth-set fires and forensic 
science, citing several case 
studies and examples. Billon 
is a certified fire investigator 
in the state of California with 
over 25 years in the fire ser-
vice. 

The two-hour presentation 
will be followed by an infor-

mal question-and-answer pe-
riod and refreshments. This 
event is part of the 100th an-
niversary of the Falls Village 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Tickets are $40 and are 
on sale through fvvfd.org/
april20. Seating is limited. The 
Emergency Services Center is 
located at 188 Route 7 South.

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — Since its be-
ginnings in 1893, Sharon’s 
Hotchkiss Library has been a 
landmark on the town green, 
imposing in its architecture 
and welcoming in its nature. 

The same is true today. 
Following a local capital 
campaign that raised $3.7 
million in support of ren-
ovation and expansion, the 
town celebrated the library’s 
reopening in August 2023.

While construction was 
ongoing, library services 
were offered at a temporary 
location at Legion Hall. The 
library did not miss a beat in 
continuing essential service 
to its community.

The months that have 
passed since the reopening 
have seen growth in pro-
grams and library resources. 
The community has contin-
ued to find that the library 
is central to Sharon life, only 
more so now that there is 
more space and flexibility.

“We have held 80 adult 
programs with over 900 
participants,” said Gretch-
en Hachmeister, executive 
director of the library, on 
Thursday, Feb. 22, reflecting 
in the growth in numbers of 
programs and numbers of 
patrons.

“There is so much going 
on, and the numbers and va-
riety far exceed our prepan-
demic and prerestoration 
volume,” Hachmeister add-
ed, citing as examples library 
book clubs, yoga classes, Qi-

From renovation to innovation: 
Hotchkiss Library’s expanded offerings

gong workshops, art courses, 
afternoon movies, and knit-
ting groups, as well as eve-
ning and weekend programs.

Thanks to the energeti-
cally imaginative volunteer 
Guild members, Hachmeis-
ter noted the assortment of 
new Guild-sponsored offer-
ings, including chamber mu-
sic concerts, film screenings, 
artist and author talks, com-
munity coffees and group 
discussions on meeting food 
security needs in the area.

The “Little Women” Com-
munity Read Aloud was a 
particular favorite among 
local readers, Hachmeister 
said.

Younger readers and 
children are not overlooked 

in the renovated library. 
Hachmeister noted that Re-
nee DeSimone, head of chil-
dren’s programming, has of-
fered 72 children’s programs 
that have included visits to 
Sharon Day Care and the 
classrooms at Sharon Cen-
ter School.

L o ok i ng  a h e a d , 
Hachmeister said that the 
library hopes to offer more 
programming for the town’s 
older adult population, in-
cluding exploring how to 
combat isolation and lone-
liness.

“We are always looking 
for diverse ways to engage 
the community,” Hachmeis-
ter said.

Town committees have 

found the new Hayes Fami-
ly Community Room to be a 
convenient and comfortable 
location for meetings. So far, 
a total of 17 such meetings 
have been held by six differ-
ent town committees.

More people have been 
taking out library cards since 
the renovation, Hachmeister 
said, estimating an average 
issue of 18 new cards each 
month. Nationally, those sta-
tistics are falling, she noted. 
She said that more than 1,000 
patrons visit the library each 
month.

With the renovation came 
new technology, Hachmeis-
ter said, praising the staff for 
embracing the new way of 
doing things and learning 
new procedures and systems.

While the old Victorian 
building stands as the vi-
sually striking architectural 
gem that it is, thanks to the 
generosity of donors to the 
capital campaign, the inte-
rior is serving the needs of 
21st-century Sharon in the 
most productive and exciting 
ways.

“The Hotchkiss Library 
of Sharon has become THE 
community center of Sha-
ron,” Hachmeister said.

For more info, go to www.
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Little ones of varying ages take advantage of the 
Monday morning story hour led by Renee DeSimone.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Chaps
  5. Currently 

fashionable
  9. Collision
 11. More slim
 13. European city
 15. Implicitly
 16. � e side of 

something that is 
sheltered from the 
wind

 17. � e Mount 
Rushmore State

 19. Gold or silver wire 
cord

 21. Muscles along 
insects’ diaphragm

 22. Trent Reznor’s band
 23. Sweet juicy gritty-

textured fruit
 25. Broken branch
 26. Indicates ten
 27. Expression of 

annoyance
 29. Brings together
 31. Ancient city in 

� race
 33. Sailors’ spirit
 34. Looked into
 36. Muckraking woman 

journalist Rheta
 38. A type of cast
 39. One’s responsibility
 41. Where golfers begin
 43. Make a mistake
 44. Semitic Sun god
 46. Ancient Italian-

Greek colony
 48. Beheaded
 52. A place to stay
 53. Unwise
 54. Most supernatural
 56. “Dennis” is a 

famous one
 57. Ointments
 58. Exam
 59. Leaked blood

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Baseball managers 

assemble it
  2. Revised
  3. Mountain is a 

popular kind
  4. Takes to civil court

  5. Pouches
  6. A type of veil
  7. Chants
  8. Boston hoopster
  9. Elongated appendage
 10. Sailboat
 11. 2017 Oscar-winning 

� lm
 12. Actor Gosling
 14. Monetary units
 15. Assembly
 18. Russian pop duo
 20. Embellished with 

expressions
 24. Infrequent
 26. Temperature unit
 28. Hydrophilic amino 

acid
 30. Honk
 32. Legislative body
 34. Swinish
 35. Russian assembly
 37. Take over for

Feb. 29 Solution

Feb. 29 Solution

Sudoku

 38. Put in advance
 40. Satisfy
 42. Felt
 43. Dutch cheese
 45. Witnesses
 47. Strong insects
 49. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 50. Ancient people of 

Scotland
 51. Cheerless
 55. Sick

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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By Leila Hawken

KENT — Filmmaker, 
determined researcher and 
storyteller are a few terms to 
identify the talent of author 
Mary Haverstick. 

Her latest book, “A Wom-
an I Know,” was selected for 
the ongoing book talk series 
sponsored by Kent’s House 
of Books, held at the Kent 
Memorial Library Thursday, 
Feb. 29..

A widely recognized doc-
umentary filmmaker now 
living in Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, Haverstick’s original 
intent was to create a film 
based on the life of aviation 
pioneer Jerrie Cobb, one of a 
select few female astronauts 
trained at NASA, although 
never afforded the chance to 
fly into space.

Multiple interviews cre-
ated a deepening rapport 
and relationship of trust 
with Jerrie Cobb, but always 
Haverstick applied innate 
instincts, the faithful heart 
and inquisitive mind of a 
documentarian engaged in 
research to frame her story. 

During what turned out 
to be 12 years of research, 
that story mushroomed into 
one of espionage and CIA 
involvement as Haverstick 
discovered a strangely par-
allel life in the person of June 
Cobb, who had a career as an 

Espionage, double identity and 
drama in Haverstick book talk

aviator and spy operating in 
South America and Castro’s 
Cuba, where she worked as 
an interpreter within Cas-
tro’s Community regime. 
On Nov. 22, 1963, June Cobb 
had flown a charter flight to 
Dallas, Texas. The question 
was “Who was Jerrie; who 
was June?”

“I was the furthest person 
to engage in conspiracy the-
ories about the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy,” Haver-
stick said.

The likely double identity 

lived by Jerrie Cobb and June 
Cobb, uncovered by Haver-
stick’s meticulous research, 
yielding 100 pages or so of 
footnotes, led to an intense-
ly confrontational interview 
between Haverstick and her 
subject Jerrie Cobb. The ex-
cerpt that describes that in-
terview was selected for read-
ing aloud during the book 
talk, capturing the audience 
with dramatic intensity. 

“This conversation was 
the most momentous con-
versation of my entire life,” 

Haverstick said with certain-
ty of the climactic conversa-
tion with Jerrie Cobb.

“It’s a tough conversation 
with anyone who has a dou-
ble identity,” Haverstick said 
of the tension. She described 
it as an emotional conversa-
tion that exhibited the behav-
ioral signs of someone being 
deceptive.

“I established the double 
identify through clear evi-
dence,” Haverstick said.

“That conversation was 
seminal,” Haverstick add-
ed, then the task became to 
bring the difficult, convolut-
ed, murky information to the 
public.

The recounting of the 
conversation that Haverstick 
termed “a fateful interview” 
occurs among the early chap-
ters in the book, with docu-
mented proof filling the rest 
of the chapters, preparing the 
reader for the examination 
of the 1963 presidential as-
sassination, dissecting film 
footage using modern tech-
nology.

“I’m not sure where to go 
from here,” Haverstick said, 
noting that she still awaits 
receipt of documents from 
a long-standing Freedom 
of Information Act request 
for still-sealed assassination 
files.

“I had a responsibility to 
carry this forward,” Haver-
stick told the audience.

“A Woman I Know” does 
just that.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Engaging her audience while reading an excerpt from 
her latest book, “A Woman I Know,” was author Mary 
Haverstick, who spoke to a packed audience.

By Lans Christensen

KENT — Lee Sohl, ani-
mal  control officer for Kent, 
Sharon, Cornwall and Salis-
bury, brought a puppy and 
stories to the Kent Memorial 
Library Saturday, March 2. 

It was the third time 
she had created this happy 
get-together with children 
and their companions.  

The book she brought to 
read was, not coincidentally, 
Dr. Seuss’ “What Pet Should 
I Get.”  It was also Dr Seuss’ 
birthday. 

Before reading, she told 
the children that “a pet store 
is not the place to get your 

‘Puppy Storytime’ comes 
to Kent Memorial Library

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Lee Sohl introduced Freddy to guests at Kent Library.

pet,” and that the publishers 
had included a note in the 
book saying the same. 

Sohl brought one of her 
14 dogs, Freddy, a Yorkie mix 
who loved receiving the at-
tention of the children.

Freddy is a rescue therapy 
dog, and gets around beau-
tifully on two legs and two 
wheels. 

After the books, Sohl in-
vited the kids to meet and 
greet Freddy. 

She said, “It’s best, when 
you meet a new pet, let them 
sniff you first.”  

After lots of sniffing ,there 
was lots of petting and smil-
ing, happy faces on all.

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — Building 
upon the February com-
munity conversation on 
food insecurity held at the 
Hotchkiss Library, a citizens’ 
group has been formed to 
continue momentum, work-
ing toward ensuring food 
security and food access in 
area towns.

The new group is named 
Community Advocates for 
Food Security, seeking to 
create a robust and equitable 
local food system that will 
demonstrate sustainable 

Food insecurity being tackled 
by Community Advocates

approaches to social, eco-
nomic and environmental 
practices.

Three topic-specific 
working advocacy sub-
groups have been created 
to further those goals.

Advocates for Farmers 
will be facilitated by Linda 
Quella who is planning an 
initial in-person meeting at 
The Hotchkiss Library Sun-
day, April 7, from 1 to 3 p.m.

Advocates for Consumers 
will be facilitated by Charlie 
Noyes, who is planning for 
an initial Zoom meeting to 
be held Sunday, April 21, 

from 1 to 3 p.m.
A teen advocacy group is 

also being formed, but no fa-
cilitator has yet been named.

All three working groups 
will come up with plans by 
learning about local food 
security issues, identifying 
how the community can 
help with those issues, and 
developing projects or pro-
grams to lead to solutions.

For more information 
about the ongoing dialogue 
and upcoming meetings of 
the Community Advocates 
for Food Security, go to 
www.tricornerfeed.org

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — If 
it’s the first Saturday of the 
month, then it’s music night 
at the Center on Main.

The Twelve Moons Coffee 
House offers live music and 
poetry. Doors open at 6 p.m., 
and participants sign up for 
the open mic segment, which 
starts at 6:30 p.m.

Open mic musicians 
get about 10 minutes each 
— enough time for two or 
maybe three songs.

A featured performer 
starts at 8 p.m.

On Saturday, March 2, 
that was Peter Calo, accom-
panying himself on acoustic 
guitar.

Twelve Moons is run by 
John and Nancy Nowak of 
Amenia, who took over from 
the founders, Ed Thorney 
and Jill Gibbons of Salisbury, 
in 2020. 

This coincided with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 

Jammin’ at Twelve Moons Coffee House

things came to a halt in 
March 2020. Twelve Moons 
returned in April 2022.

John Nowak said the em-
phasis is on acoustic music, 
although that can change for 
performers such as Wanda 
Houston and her band.

On Saturday, there were 

about 30 people on hand 
when a reporter arrived at 
7:30 p.m., in time to catch a 
couple of the open mic mu-
sicians.

Twelve Moons offers cof-
fee, tea and baked goods for 
sale, and patrons are wel-
come to bring their own co-
mestibles.

There is no charge; the en-
terprise is funded entirely by 
donations. To that end, there 
was a large jar at the entry, 
with an encouraging amount 
of cash within. 

The atmosphere was 
congenial, and the open mic 
musicians received hearty 
applause and the occasional 
whoop.

SALISBURY — The Salis-
bury Registrars of Voters will 
hold a voter enrollment ses-
sion at Salisbury Town Hall 
Friday, March 15, 1 to 3 p.m. 

The purpose of the session 
will be registration and/or 
enrollment of electors enti-
tled to vote in the upcoming 

Salisbury voter registration day
presidential preference pri-
maries being held through-
out the state Tuesday, April 2.

Call the Salisbury Regis-
trar of Voters office for more 
information on this and any 
other election-related or vot-
er registration questions at 
860-435-5175.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Peter Calo performed at Twelve Moons March 2.
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Diana Campbell Moore
PINE PLAINS — Diana 

Campbell Moore, 85, of 
Pine Plains, passed 
peacefully on Feb. 
22, 2024. Diana 
was born May 4, 
1938, in the Bronx, 
New York, to Mar-
garet G. (Eickel-
berg) and Dunlap 
B. Campbell.

After graduat-
ing from Hastings 
High School in 
Hastings, New York, Diana 
began her career as a profes-
sional figure skating instruc-
tor, which she continued 
into her 70’s. She married 
C. Donald Moore on Dec. 
18, 1965, and raised two 
children, Jeffrey and Susan. 
Starting out in Tarrytown, 
she lived across Westchester 
and briefly in Buffalo, New 
York and Oberlin, Ohio.  She 
later lived in New Fairfield, 
Connecticut, until she set-
tled in Pine Plains, where she 
enjoyed over twenty years of 
bucolic, small-town life. 

Diana is survived by her 
loving family; son, Jeffrey 
D. Moore and daughter-in-
law Diane, daughter Susan 
L. Nicolari and son-in-law 
Timothy; grandchildren 
Thomas D. Moore and wife 
Sherlyn Abdullah, Daphne 
L. Roberts, Evan M. Rob-
erts and his partner Andie, 
Samuel A. Moore, William 
A. Moore, Griffin R. Roberts, 
and Serena E. McKeever; 
great-granddaughter Maya S. 
Roberts-King; niece Megan 
E. Genthner and her hus-
band Michael; grandnephew 
Maxfield Genthner; and her 
extended family and many 
dear friends across New York 
and Connecticut. Diana was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents, her sister, Mona Camp-
bell Thomas, and her son-in-
law, Jeffrey R. Roberts.

Diana was absolutely 
adored by her grandchildren 
and her great-granddaughter. 
They had special nicknames 
for her: she was known as 
“Franny” to her Copake 
family, and “Tammy” to her 
Connecticut family. She car-
ried pictures of them in her 
purse and would pull them 
out at a moment’s notice 

and recall special memories 
from their childhood with 

perfect clarity. Di-
ana also loved her 
calico cat, Penny, 
who now lives 
with family and 
is receiving extra 
snuggles.

Diana was a 
United States Fig-
ure Skating Silver 
Medalist. She was 
a skating instructor 

at the Riverdale Ice Rink, Rye 
Figure Skating Club, Hom-
mocks Ice Rink in Larch-
mont, Harvey School Rink in 
Katonah, and several others. 
She trained many beginner 
and competitive skaters. 
Diana will be remembered 
for her love of classical and 
jazz music and stories about 
her brushes with fame. 
As a younger woman, she 
frequented jazz clubs and 
concerts where she saw jazz 
legends such as Dave Bru-
beck and Ahmad Jamal, and 
more recently, met one of her 
favorites, John Pizzarelli, af-
ter a performance. Diana 
was proud of her ability to 
“stretch a dollar” and her var-
ious gigs led her to babysit 
and paint houses for celebri-
ties and other notables.

She also loved tag sales, 
thrifting, and collecting, 
which inspired her to join 
the board at Willow Roots, 
a nonprofit organization 
serving Pine Plains. There, 
she managed the clothing 
exchange, and took great 
care to wash, iron, and mend 
clothing for donation. She 
had a special fondness for 
children’s clothing, toys, 
and books and helped many 
young families with gifts and 
clothing for their children.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held Saturday, March 30, 
2024, from 1 to 4 p.m. at 
the Pine Plains Community 
Center above the library. The 
family invites Diana’s family 
and friends to come together 
to share memories and cele-
brate a well-lived life. A lun-
cheon will be served. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be 
made to Willow Roots and 
Collaborative Cats – A cat 
rescue in Diana’s memory.

Paul Allen Clark
SHARON — Paul Allen 

Clark died peacefully on Feb. 
29, 2024, at Sha-
ron Hospital with 
his devoted and 
loving wife, Betsy 
(Stanton) Clark, by 
his side.

Paul was born 
in Trenton, New 
Jersey, and then 
graduated from 
Western New En-
gland College in 
Springfield, Massachusetts.

Upon graduation he 
worked for United Screw 
& Bolt in Westfield, New 
Jersey, as a sales represen-
tative, covering the New 
England region. During this 
time he resided in Meriden, 
Connecticut, where he met 
Betsy.  After their marriage, 
in Oct. 1986, they moved to 
Sayreville, New Jersey, where 
they lived for 26 years. In 
1991 Paul started his own 
business, Precision Parts, 
Inc., which was a Fastener 
Distribution Company. After 
retiring in 2012, they moved 
to Sharon.

In his youth, Paul sang 
and travelled to Europe 
with the St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church Choir of Westfield, 
New Jersey. Besides music, 
his other interests included 
travelling with family and 
friends all throughout Eu-
rope, reading, playing cards, 
being the expert “chef ” for 
holiday meals and best bud-
dy to the three doxies he had 

during his lifetime, Bismark, 
Fritz & Hans.

In addition to 
his wife, he is sur-
vived by his two 
sisters, Nancy Au-
rand of Marietta, 
Georgia and Amy 
Demos and her 
husband Darryl 
of Duxbury, Mas-
sachusetts, as well 
as his nieces and 
nephews who he 

loved very much.
A memorial service will 

be held at the Kenny Funer-
al Home Tuesday, March 5, 
from 11 a.m. to noon fol-
lowed by a celebration of life. 
Private interment services 
will be held in the spring.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to the Sharon Volun-
teer Ambulance, P.O. Box 
357, Sharon, CT. 06069.
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 3:00 P.M.

518-789-3138

Worship Services
Week of March 10, 2023

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
Misa en español al mediodía (12 pm)  

el último sábado de mes
The Revs. Heidi Truax & Felix Rivera

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
The next meeting will be

Sunday, March 10 at 10:30 a.m.
The Life of a Hindu

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On the Green 

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
chabadNW.org

860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org
Rabbi Joseph & Mina Eisenbach 

A home away from home, a gathering place 
where unity is paramount. 

We are here for you, welcome to the family!

WINTER SCHEDULE
Sunday 10:30 AM - Hebrew School

Wednesday 8:00 PM - Parsha In My Life 
How The Weekly Portion Relates to ME!

Thursday 11:30 AM - Women’s Tea & Torah
Saturday 9:30 AM - Shabbat Services 
Followed by a Congregational Kiddush

Children’s Camp | Jewish Newspaper
Smiles on Seniors | Cteen | YJP

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel   

Lower River Road, West Cornwall

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.
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Eugene ‘Gene’ C. Bloodgood Sr.
Eugene “Gene”  C. Blood-

good Sr., 70, of Pine Plains 
passed away in 
Falls Village, 
Connecticut on 
March 4, 2024, 
surrounded by his 
loving family. He 
was born in Valley 
Stream, New York, 
the son of Clarence 
and Frieda (Rau) 
Bloodgood. At the 
age of 13, his fam-
ily moved to Stanfordville. 
In 1972, he graduated from 
Stissing Mountain High 
School. At 16, he began his 
career as a butcher at Meill-
er’s Slaughter House in Pine 
Plains until his retirement in 
2019. He married his wife 
Lara “Kim” (Hoyt) Blood-
good in 1976 and together 
they moved to Pine Plains. 
Gene was a hard working 
man, who had a multitude of 
talents. He could build any-
thing and was always will-
ing to lend a helping hand 
to anyone in need. Gene’s 
family was always his first 
priority. 

In his free time, Gene en-
joyed hunting, fishing, boat-
ing and camping, especially 
camping with his family in 
the Adirondacks. Saranac 
Lake, Lake George, and Ti-
conderoga were some of his 
favorite towns to visit with 
his family. He also enjoyed 
watching baseball and foot-
ball and was an avid Mets 

and Jets fan.
Gene is survived by his 

four children: 
Heidi Bathrick 
(Kenny), Christi-
na Swartz (Fred), 
Eugene Bloodgood 
Jr. (Cady), and Mi-
chelle Campbell 
(Jason).  Gene is 
also survived by 
his six grandchil-
dren: Alyssa, Liam, 
Emma, Wyatt, 

Lara and Kimberly. Gene is 
also survived by his mother 
Frieda Bloodgood, in ad-
dition to his brother, John 
Bloodgood (Ellen).

He was predeceased by 
his wife Lara in 2019, in 
addition to his father and 
brother Charles Bloodgood 
and sister-in-law Connie.

A time for sharing mem-
ories and offering condo-
lences will be held on Friday 
March 8, 2024, from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at  Peck & Peck 
Funeral Homes, 7749 South 
Main St. Pine Plains, NY. At 
12:30pm, a graveside service 
will be conducted in Stan-
ford Cemetery, Stanfordville, 
with Rev. Andrew Smith of-
ficiating.  

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial donations may be made 
to the American Lung As-
sociation.

For directions or to leave 
a message of condolence for 
the family please visit www.
peckandpeck.net

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — In a 
Thursday, Feb. 29, training 
session at The Cornwall Li-
brary, Russell Blair, director 
of education and communi-
cation at the state Freedom 
of Information Commission 
(FOIC), delved into the intri-
cacies of transparency and 
accountability in govern-
ment. 

The Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, inspired by the Wa-
tergate scandal of the 1970s, 
aimed to empower citizens 
by allowing them to witness 
decision-making processes. 

Blair emphasized the 
importance of adhering to 
specific standards during 
town meetings and proper-
ly handling public records. 
With 600-700 complaints 
received annually, officials 
must navigate these guide-
lines to prevent violations. 

From posting meeting 
agendas to timely filing min-
utes, small towns like Corn-
wall can face challenges in 
maintaining transparency 
and avoiding pitfalls.

Blair explained there are 
specific standards that must 
be met for town meetings 
and public record-keeping. 
If the standards are not met, 
FOIC can nullify the votes 
taken at any improper meet-
ing.

Agendas for regular and 
special meetings must be 
posted at least 24 hours in 
advance of the meeting. No 

Navigating FOIA compliance locally
prior notice of an emergency 
meeting is required. 

Online-only or hybrid 
meetings require the con-
nection link and instructions 
to be posted 48 hours in ad-
vance of the meeting.

Minutes for regular and 
special meetings must be 
filed with the town clerk 
within seven days of the 
meeting. Emergency meeting 
minutes must be filed within 
72 hours. 

“Don’t wait on filing your 
minutes until the board ap-
proves them because if the 
board is not going to ap-
prove them for a month and 
you don’t file them for that 
month, then that would be a 
violation,” said Blair.

In small towns with small 
boards, Blair advised officials 
take care to avoid discussion 
of agenda items outside offi-
cial meetings. 

Blair said if “a quorum 
of the board is together 
in-person or electronically 
and they’re talking about 
things that are before the 
board, that’s what makes it a 
meeting under FOI” and the 
discussion would be subject 
to the same notice standards 
as any other town meeting.

Recordings are required 
for online-only meetings, but 
not required for in-person or 
hybrid meetings. Audience 
members can be removed 
from online lobbies for be-
ing disorderly, which became 
common practice during 
the pandemic due to “Zoom 

bombers” — unknown us-
ers who disrupt public Zoom 
meetings.

Public comment is not 
mandatory at meetings of 
town boards in Connecticut. 

Blair said boards and 
commissions “can do what-
ever you wish with public 
comment.” That may include 
restricting topics that can be 
discussed, setting maximum 
speaking times or removing 
public comment from meet-
ings entirely.

Blair explained that any 
recorded data or information 
related to the conduct of the 
public’s business is part of the 
public record and must be 
available if requested. This 
could include minutes, vote 
results, other filings, and 
even emails or text messag-
es from personal accounts if 
the content of the message 
deals with public business or 
record-keeping.

“Any request for public 
records in Connecticut is 
considered to be an FOI re-
quest,” he said. 

Requests must be made in 
writing, for a specific record 
and delivered to the relevant 
department. 

“It’s not an opportunity 
to ask a million questions,” 
Blair added.

Certain records are ex-
empt and may be withheld, 
including personnel files, 
draft documents, notes, and 
documents protected by at-
torney-client privilege.

Towns are not obligated to 
fulfill the request immediate-
ly but must show that efforts 
have been made to deliver 
the record in a “reasonable” 
timeframe. 

Blair noted that delayed 
requests are the most com-
mon point of complaint to 
FOIC.

To make a Freedom of In-
formation complaint, users 
can submit online at portal.
ct.gov/FOI or write a letter 
to the department at 165 
Capitol Ave., Hartford, CT 
06106. Complaints must be 
filed within 30 days of the 
reported violation.
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A Hospital’s History 

When Sharon Hospital was founded in 1909, 
it was an eight-bed, two-nurse hospital in a 
rented house on Caulkinstown Road. In its 

first year, it served 88 patients. By the spring of 1916, 
thanks to the public-spirited generosity of the com-
munity that raised the funds for a building, a 16-bed 
hospital was officially opened. 

The following day Dr. Jerome S. Chaffee, a surgical 
veteran of the Spanish-American War who was the 
moving force behind the founding of the hospital, per-
formed an appendectomy in its new emergency room. 

Over the years, the hospital underwent more ex-
pansion. In a 1969 Lakeville Journal article commem-
orating Sharon Hospital’s 60th anniversary, its history 
was described as  “written by thousands of dedicated 
people who founded it, planned its development, 
staffed its facilities, financed expansion programs and, 
in many cases, became thankful patients. The article 
further noted: “A special feeling permeates the whole 
institution. Letters from appreciative patients and rela-
tives emphasize the fine quality of patient care and the 
friendly, helpful spirit of everyone involved.”

While Dr. Chaffee is credited with starting Sharon 
Hospital, the success of the hospital as a cherished 
community institution that has provided acclaimed 
care for patients for all these decades is also due to the  
support from the people in our community. From the 
beginning, two years after the first patient was treat-
ed, a woman’s auxiliary was started, with 40 charter 
members who made bed linens, provided free meals 
for special occasions and pinch hit for staff when there 
was a shortage. The dream of Dr. Chaffee was realized 
in his lifetime. He died in 1947, and the hospital has 
grown and been supported decade after decade by 
an appreciative community. However, in the last two 
decades, it has changed hands more than once. In 
2002 it became the first for-profit hospital in the state. 
In a 2016 takeover, it again became a nonprofit. Then 
in 2019, a merger folded seven hospitals, including 
Sharon Hospital, into Nuvance Health. 

 Last week, Northwell Health, the largest nonsec-
tarian, nonprofit health care operation in the United 
States and the largest health care provider in New 
York state, announced that Nuvance and Northwell 
would combine. (See story, Page A1). Pending state 
and federal approval, Sharon Hospital will join with 
Northwell, marking yet another significant milestone 
in the history of our rural hospital. 

We can only hope that the leadership at the top 
of Northwell will preserve what the people of our 
community have built and supported and fought for 
over the past century, including the recent citizen 
campaign to retain labor and delivery services. In that 
engagement, the people of the state of Connecticut, 
represented by the Office of Health Strategy (OHS) 
and its Executive Director Deirdre Gifford, decided 
the outcome of a hospital request to terminate those 
services. The decision was not made by a large health 
care corporation.

In making the announcement last week, Northwell 
vowed to make significant investments in Nuvance. 
It would seem the timing is right. On Feb. 20, a little 
over a week before Northwell’s announcement and 
citing three principal factors, Nuvance appealed 
to OHS to reconsider its Final Decision to deny its 
request to close labor and delivery. “Good cause exists 
for addressing the degrading conditions for operation 
of the L&D service in an orderly fashion…before the 
Hospital experiences unavoidable service suspensions 
or safety issues,” Nuvance wrote. 

Studies by the American Hospital Association point 
to hospital acquisitions as a way for hospitals to suc-
ceed in reducing costs and improving quality of care. 
Certainly the trend to hospital mergers is evident, 
affording scale and more standardization of care. Last 
year, Sharon Hospital was awarded its fourth consec-
utive 5-Star rating by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, based on patient experience and 
timely and effective care, among others. We imagine 
that Dr. Chaffee would be proud. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Sign of spring 

FFA article rekindles memories
Your front page headline, 

“Housatonic FFA testifies at 
state budget hearing” caught 
my eye and pulled me into the 
story.  Nowhere in it, howev-
er, could I find a line telling 
readers what the initials FFA 
stand for. Sprinkled in the 
piece were hints: “agricultur-
al science” and “ag-ed” and 
“agriscience” and “future of 
agriculture.”

Having grown up on a 
farm in rural Michigan, I 

remember a teacher, Dale 
Wightman, who taught 
classes in a room at our high 
school with a large banner 
that read “Future Farmers 
of America.” I wonder how 
many Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School students 
are FFA members and how 
many actually aspire to be 
farmers.

I never joined the FFA 
myself. Our 60-acre farm 
had poor sandy soil. We 
raised pigs and dairy cows. 
My mom and I had to hand-
milk 3 to 5 cows twice a day 
while dad kept his factory 
job. That experience fuelled 
my interest in higher edu-
cation. I went to Michigan 
State University just down 
the road that used to be 
Michigan Agricultural Col-
lege, that some called “Moo 
U.” Its president at the time 
was John A, Hannah, a for-
mer poultry science major. I 
ended up as a journalist.

Jim Sterba
Sharon

Editor’s Note: The name of 
the organization was updat-
ed in 1988 to National FFA 
Organization to represent the 
broad range of agricultural 
careers fostered by the FFA.

Democrats are existential threat to women’s sports
Democrats shout a lot 

about “existential threats.” 
They claim that Donald 
Trump and MAGA Republi-
cans are existential threats to 
democracy, that whites are an 
existential threat to minori-
ties, that climate change is an 
existential threat to humanity 
and even to the planet.

But a real existential 
threat is what Democrats are 
doing to female sports. Their 
insistence that transgender 
athletes with male bodies 

must be allowed to compete 
with biological females in 
the name of diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion (DEI) is 
causing growing numbers 
of females to lose athletic 
contests and positions they 
should win, and increasingly 
causing them to be injured in 
the process.

Most Democrats vote in 
lockstep for trans sports in-
clusion, while most Repub-
licans oppose it. A majority 
of the public opposes it too 

- nearly 70% in a Gallup poll 
reported by NBC.

The majority believes, 
correctly, that biological 
males who declare them-
selves female cannot be 
allowed to participate in 
female sports that rely on 
strength, speed, endurance, 
height, weight, reach, lung 
capacity, etc. Trans athletes 
with fully intact male bod-
ies simply cannot be allowed 
to overpower biological fe-
males on the playing field 
and then shower with them 
afterwards.

No self-respecting athlete 
should even want to compete 
under such circumstances. 
College pitchers who strike 
out Little Leaguers are not 
heroes, they’re frauds. The 
fact that trans athletes who 
were also-rans as males are 
taking trophies from female 
Olympians is a travesty, but 
this is the Democrats’ new 
DEI reality.

Since testosterone treat-
ments do not adequately 
reduce the advantages of 
trans athletes, those athletes 
should compete in trans cat-
egories or with males, or not 
at all. If that’s not inclusive 
enough, they should hang 
it up.

Yet the science of biolog-
ical reality is not evident to 
Democrats who cannot even 
define “woman” anymore 
and who simply ignore the 
fact that biological sex has a 
far greater influence on ath-

letic ability than “declared” 
gender identities.

After adamantly support-
ing Title IX for 50 years, 
Democrats should be ad-
amantly opposed to trans 
athletes throwing biological 
females around like rag dolls, 
causing injuries and invading 
their privacy.

But most Democrats sim-
ply genuflect at the altar of 
DEI with platitudes about 
“diversity” and “inclusion.” 
Either they really believe this, 
or they just hope the issue 
will go away. But it won’t go 
away without leadership.

Women like Riley Gaines 
and Martina Navratilova are 
providing real leadership, but 
where are Democrats like 
Jahana Hayes and Maria 
Horn? Evidently party loy-
alty trumps justice, fairness, 
privacy and even safety.

You can declare yourself 
whatever gender you want, 
but biological sex is a fact. 
(Your sex, by the way, was ac-
curately “recorded” at birth 
- it was not arbitrarily “as-
signed” as left-wing activists 
and journalists want you to 
believe.)

The Democrats’ entire 
DEI edifice is full of false 
strictures and ultimatums 
on everything from sports 
to race to education. If you 
disagree with them, they 
threaten your existence. Vote 
them out.

Mark Godburn
Norfolk

What does the Rule of Law mean 
in Connecticut these days?

The Office of Health 
Strategy denied the closure 
of labor and delivery at Sha-
ron Hospital and just like 
Hartford Health Care did 
at Windham Hospital, Nu-
vance is ignoring that ruling.

How is that lawful?
Do Senator Harding and 

Representative Horn, a law-
yer, not support their con-
stituent’s lawful access to safe 
birthing at Sharon Hospital?

Does Attorney General 
Tong not stand for compli-
ance to the rules established 
under his jurisdiction?

The Dept. of Public 
Health cannot require Nu-

vance adhere to the ruling 
granting access to complete 
reproductive healthcare at 
Sharon Hospital?

Where is Governor Lam-
ont who told me that the Of-
fice of Health Strategy has 
the final say, and he trusts 
their decisions?

Why would a new hos-
pital system entering Con-
necticut respect the Office 
of Health Strategy’s ability 
to establish rightful access to 
healthcare if the state lead-
ership does not enforce the 
rulings?

Deborah Ritter Moore
Sharon
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Realtor® at Large
Spent last Saturday night in the rain 
bringing a few wood frogs across 
the road to avoid the traffic up on 
Taconic Rd. They are the first to make 
the run to the vernal pools for their 
mating season and unfortunately 
there is a high percentage of road 
kill, so it would be good to be aware 
of that as we drive on a rainy spring 
night. Vernal pools exist only for 
a few months and then usually 
dry up in the summer. They are 
essential for amphibians to breed 
and are protected watercourses in 
Connecticut. For more information 
please visit: portal.ct.gov/DEEP/
Water/Wetlands/Vernal-Pools for 
more information. I also found this 
website from the University of Maine 
to be very helpful in understanding 
the importance of vernal pools and 
why it is so important to protect 
them from over development:  www.
vernalpools.me
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Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

100 years ago — 
 March 1924

No word or trace has 
yet been heard or found of 
Lawrence Travis, who dis-
appeared Feb. 16th, driving 
away in a Star Sedan belong-
ing to A.S. Martin. Word was 
received last week of the 
arrest of a man giving the 
name of Travis at Peekskill, 
but upon investigation it was 
found to be another party 
whose real name was Tra-
vers. Mr. Greenville Hunter 
of Schenectady who is now 
connected with the General 
Electric Co. at Schenectady 
has been much interested 
in the case, being a former 
Salisbury lad and well ac-
quainted with the Travis 
family. On Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights he ar-
ranged to have broadcasted 
from WGY, the Schenecta-
dy station, the facts of the 
disappearance of Travis with 
as complete a description of 
both lad and car as was pos-
sible to obtain. 

SALISBURY — Mrs. Ed-
ward Williams is suffering 
from neuritis in one arm. 
Mr. Williams has also been 
on the sick list with tonsilitis.

LIME ROCK — Grand-
ma Lorch is slowly improv-
ing at the Sharon Hospital.

Walter Cluff was the lucky 
recipient of the Ford Coupe 
given away at the Firemen’s 
fair and bazaar on Friday 
evening.

State Policeman Theo-
dore Woodin is in the Hart-
ford Hospital suffering with 
a severe attack of tonsilitis.

Wanted — A man for 
general work, one who un-
derstands the care of a cow. 
Apply to F.E. Coffing, Salis-
bury, Conn.

Miss Cora Egan has the 
radio set, which she received 
at the Firemen’s fair, now in-
stalled and the family is now 
listening in every evening.

An unwarranted attack on academia 
For the  first time in its 

157-year history, the 
Committee on Educa-

tion and the Workforce of the 
US House of Representatives 
has issued a subpoena to an 
educational institution, Har-
vard University, to appear 
before them and to provide 
them with a voluminous as-
sortment of documents and 
internal communications. 
Harvard officials issued a 
statement calling the sub-
poena “unwarranted.”

The Education Com-
mittee has given Harvard 
a new deadline of March 5 
to submit additional mate-
rial regarding any and all 
antisemitic activity at the 
University since 2020. In 
a statement, Committee 
Chairwoman Virginia Foxx 
said, “I will not tolerate delay 
and defiance of our investiga-
tion while Harvard’s Jewish 
students continue to endure 
the firestorm of antisemitism 
that has engulfed its campus.”

In the first phase of the 
investigation starting last 
December, the Education 
Committee invited the 
presidents of Harvard, The 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania to be 
interviewed about events on 
their campuses since the Oct. 
7 attack on Israel by Hamas.

The widely televised in-
terviews of presidents Magill 
(Penn), Gay (Harvard), and 
Kornbluth (MIT) seemed 

inquisitorial, especially un-
der the questioning of Rep. 
Elise Stefanik (R-NY) who 
demanded yes or no answers 
to several of her questions 
rather than letting the pres-
idents each answer in their 
own way (a technique remi-
niscent of the late Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy). During their 
conversation, Stefanik told 
Gay that he should resign for 
“harboring and fostering” 
antisemites at Harvard. At 
the end of her interrogation, 
Stefanik, with a smile, said to 
Foxx, “one down, two to go.” 
Within a few days, two of the 
three presidents, Magill and 
Gay, had resigned their posi-
tions; Kornbluth survived the 
attacks from the Committee 
and others. Critics from all 
sides complained that Gay 
and Magill had not given 
good account of themselves 
and their universities’ posi-
tions, perhaps because they 
had not adequately prepared 
for such tough, hostile ques-
tioning.

Billionaire alumni from 
Penn and Harvard began 
campaigns to fire the presi-
dents and other officials and 
to cut gifts from all sources to 
their respective universities. 
At Penn, board member and 

major donor Marc Rowan 
also called for the dismissal 
of President Magill and other 
university officials, as well as 
any students involved in an-
tisemitic activities. At both 
universities, groups of ma-
jor donors have been formed 
to threaten withholding of 
funds unless major actions 
to quell antisemitism were 
instituted. Similar efforts 
are now underway at sever-
al other campuses including 
Stanford, Wellesley, Cornell 
and Columbia.

The Education 
Committee has 
given Harvard a new 
deadline of March 5 
to submit additional 
material regarding 
any and all antise-
mitic activity at the 
University since 
2020.

Not long after the ruth-
less Oct. 7 Hamas attack, a 
demonstration against the 
subsequent Israeli counter-
attack was held in front of 
Harvard’s Hillel House. A 
letter signed by members of 
more than 30 groups con-
demned Israel and stated that 
the Hamas sneak attack was 
actually caused by Israel. This 
letter was widely distributed, 

angering many pro-Israel in-
dividuals and groups. With-
in a few days, a large truck 
with illuminated signs and 
giant photos and personal 
information about the let-
ter-writing leaders parked 
around Harvard Square and 
elsewhere. Additionally, ef-
forts were made to “doxx” the 
signers of the letter.

A group of students 
chanting the word “Intifada” 
is hardly adequate cause for 
a congressional investigation. 
Considering the severity of 
the Israeli counterattack, still 
continuing after more than 
four months, largely on the 
residents of Gaza where more 
than 30,000 civilians have al-
ready been killed by the Is-
raeli military, it is surprising 
that the campuses have re-
mained as quiet as they have, 
a tribute perhaps to Harvard 
and Penn’s attempts to calm 
the situation. However, the 
recent resignation of profes-
sor Raffaella Sadun, chair-
woman of Harvard’s Task 
Force on Antisemitism, in-
dicates that campus unrest 
is still simmering.

The Education Com-
mittee’s stated purpose of 
investigating antisemitism 
and Islamophobia on college 
and university campuses is 
not the only matter on their 
mind (Islamophobia has 
yet to be discussed). Chair-
woman Foxx was quick to 
acknowledge that concerns 
about DEI, “woke” influence 

throughout higher education 
and other educational con-
cerns would be looked at by 
her committee.

It is hard not to see the 
Education Committee’s 
investigation as mostly a 
Republican campaign ef-
fort to find something with 
which to attack Democrats. 
Rep. Stefanik, characterized 
Gay’s resignation as “only 
the beginning of the reck-
oning that’s coming for the 
‘woke’ left-wing college ad-
ministrators” whose “institu-
tions are rotten to the core!” 
Chairwoman Foxx has long 
criticized the American ed-
ucational system. In a recent 
interview she spoke of “a hos-
tile takeover of higher educa-

tion by partisan administra-
tors and political activists.” 
But in framing the investi-
gation on antisemitism on 
campus and the supposedly 
“inadequate response to it by 
university administrators,” 
many see this as a right wing 
“fishing expedition” designed 
to attack academic freedom 
using antisemitism as an ex-
cuse.

Antisemitism seems but 
a pretext here for a partisan 
political attack on higher ed-
ucation and its elite institu-
tions, an election year ploy.

Architect and landscape 
designer Mac Gordon lives in 
Lakeville and graduated from 
Harvard (B.A.) and Penn (M. 
Arch).

50 years ago — 
 March 1974

A second group of in-
vestors advised by rail ex-
pert Richard A. Snyder of 
Lakeville is now vying for 
a state charter to provide 
freight service from the 
Danbury area north to Ca-
naan on the moribund Penn 
Central Berkshire Line. The 
first group, headed by Bruce 
Kaiser of Waterbury, is due 
for a hearing Thursday af-
ternoon before the General 
Assembly’s Transportation 
Committee in Hartford. It 
announced its plan in New 
Milford three weeks ago 
for a freight and eventual 
passenger operation that 
would be called the Berk-
shire Railroad. The second 
group is composed of men 
now operating small rail lines 
in upper New York State. In 
addition to the counsel of 
Mr. Snyder, a former Amtrak 
executive who has restored 
the Canaan Union Station, it 
has the backing of Kent First 
Selectman Eugene O’Meara 
and State Rep. Gordon Vaill 
of Goshen.

Canaan sanitarian Chuck 
Wohlfert has completed tests 
on a series of wells on the Old 
Turnpike Estates in East Ca-
naan that may possibly be 
contaminated, and is now 
awaiting results of the test-
ing. Mr. Wohlfert said the 
tests were undertaken after 
nitrates were discovered in 
one of the wells. He said it is 
not possible at this time to 
pinpoint the source of con-
tamination. He said nitrates 
are the result of sewage or 
could come from fertilizer 
used by farmers. It appears 
“unlikely” that septic systems 
are causing the East Canaan 
problem because “to the best 
of my knowledge, the sys-
tems meet the code require-
ments,” he said, adding that 
testing the wells around the 
contaminated well is strictly 
“routine.” 

Seventeen-year-old Jo-
anne Erickson of Salisbury 
has been named to the 1974 

Eastern Junior National 
Cross Country Ski Team. 
Joanne, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Erickson, was se-
lected on the basis of her fine 
season record, and her per-
formance at the Junior East-
ern Championships held last 
Sunday at Holderness, N.H.

25 years ago — 
March 1999

The dreaded word is again 
spreading around Sharon 
Hospital – layoffs. Ken Rob-
erts, director of community 
relations, said an announce-
ment will be made Friday as 
to the details of the impend-
ing action. He said he was 
unable to discuss any other 
aspects of the layoffs or fi-
nancial picture of the insti-
tution, nor could he release 
the positions involved until 
those affected are notified.

Marshall Miles, who was 
well known as the morning 
voice and station manager at 
WQQQ-FM (103.3) is now 
working at Metro News 
Network in Hartford. He is 
currently producing, writing 
and anchoring news at the 
organization, which is simi-
lar to Associated Press. The 
broadcasts go all around the 
state and into Massachusetts, 
he said. He also continues to 
work on the news desk at ra-
dio station WDRC in Hart-
ford on Saturdays.

A Canaan family has 
been chosen out of a pool of 
13 to live in the Habitat for 
Humanity Northwest Con-
necticut Affiliate’s house that 
will be constructed on Sand 
Road. Karen and Paul Barto-
mioli and their six children 
were the choice of the group’s 
family selection committee. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Bartom-
ioli have resided and been 
employed in the Canaan- 
Lakeville area for the past 
seven years

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping 
the original wording intact 
as possible.

‘Greatest president we never had’

“How do you ‘do 
justice?’ How 
do you balance 

idealism with pragmatism?” 
asked James Traub, elucidat-
ing a key theme of his latest 
book, “True Believer: Hubert 
Humphrey’s Quest for a More 
Just America.” 

Traub, a journalist, pro-
fessor at NYU Abu Dhabi 
and Sharon resident, will be 
speaking about the book at 
the Hotchkiss Library of Sha-
ron on Sunday, March 10 at 
4 p.m.

“True Believer” follows 
Humphrey, a pharmacist’s 
son with more hours in the 
day than Beyoncé, from his 
idyllic childhood in Doland, 
South Dakota, through his re-
markable political career as 
chairman of the liberal, an-
ti-communist Americans for 
Democratic Action (expunger 
of the Communist elements in 
Minnesota’s Democratic and 
labor machines), Mayor of 
Minneapolis (destroyer of or-
ganized crime and obstructer 
of government corruption), 
Senator for Minnesota (cham-
pion of labor and liberalism,, 
anti-communism, Soviet 
containment, foreign aid, 
nuclear nonproliferation and 
civil rights), Vice President to 
Lyndon Johnson (enforcer of 
the Civil Rights Act and, dis-
tressingly, a mouthpiece for 
Johnson’s position in Viet-
nam), presidential candidate 
for the United States. In his 
last decade Humphrey served 
as a Democratic “elder states-
man” — a powerful advocate 
for disarmament, foreign aid, 
civil rights, employment op-
portunity, housing opportuni-
ty, “law and order and justice,” 
people with disabilities, the 
aging, for labor, and pretty 
much everyone else).

“The question I always be-
gin with is, why should any-
body who didn’t live through 
that moment read this book?” 
said Traub, a journalist who 
has written eight books, on 
affairs foreign and domes-
tic, as well as writing for The 
New Yorker, The New York 
Times, Foreign Affairs and 
others, and authors his own 
ominously-titled Substack, 
“A Democracy, If You Can 
Keep It.”

“[Humphrey’s] brand of 
pragmatic, incremental, me-
lioristic idealism is really im-
portant,” said Traub. “Biden, 
too, is a meliorist who is 
blamed for timidity on the 
left—he too suffers from the 
sense among so many pro-
gressives that he’s failed their 
high hopes,” as Humphrey 
did. “So those lessons, to 
me, are both perennial and 
particularly relevant to our 
moment.”

Humphrey was an idealist, 
but he was also a legislator, 
a statesman in a sense that 
seems almost archaic today.  
In the name of progress, he 
encouraged his colleagues 
not just to accept “half a 
loaf,” but, at times, to content 
themselves with crumbs. 
He believed that incremen-
tal change could lead to real 
change, and during his life-
time, that was true.

Reading True Believer as 
a millennial, I was also fas-
cinated by another central 
theme of Humphrey’s story: 
the role that race has played in 
the undoing of the American 
liberal consensus, which gov-

erned the country’s politics 
from FDR’s election in 1932, 
through Dwight Eisenhower’s 
Republican administration, 
until the “law and order” elec-
tion of Richard Nixon in 1968.

According to Traub, it was 
Humphrey who succeeded in 
making Civil Rights a central 
tenet of the Democratic Party 
in 1948, and who, after a solid 
two decades of arm-twisting, 
politicking, speechifying and, 
above all, talking — more or 
less nonstop — finally suc-
ceeded in passing the Civ-
il Rights Act in 1964. This 
month marks the sixtieth an-
niversary of the introduction 
of the watershed legislation.

The Civil Rights Act, “per-
haps the most important piece 
of legislation” to come out of 
the 20th century, said Traub, 
“was both the apogee” of the 
nation’s liberal ideal and, in a 
sense, its undoing: Once Black 
Americans had been legally 
elevated to equal footing with 
their white compatriots, white 
labor began to vote conser-
vative for the first time in the 
country’s history.

“Anybody who writes 
about history sees profound 
patterns in human life and 
in human society, which are 
constantly recurring,” said 
Traub. “If you’re thinking 
about the nature of power, 
and how certain people wind 
up in power, that’s a perennial 
question.”
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SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

860-672-5260 
Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Winter Months Are Perfect For

Land Clearing 
Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing 
Tree Takedown

Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozer  
Chipper • Dump Trucks 

Ground Maintenance • Lancscaping
Licensed • Insured • All Credit Cards Accepted  
Inquire about our winter discounts

THROUGH 3/31/24

SAVE up to 
$1,000 off  

MSRP

(860) 248-3010
www.coveredbridgeebike.com

West Cornwall  • Kent •  North Canaan
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This time of year the 
angler has to be alert. 
Because America 

needs more lerts. Hahaha.
The preceding joke is 

courtesy of James Fenimore 
Cooper Middle School, Mc-
Lean, Virginia, ca. 1975.

Between Thursday, Feb. 
15, and Saturday, Feb. 17, the 
weather warmed up consid-
erably. This coincided with a 
lack of rainfall. 

So I shifted the schedule 
around to allow for a couple 
hours’ worth of fishing on 
those days.

Thursday at the Black-
berry was a bust. It was a 
bust mostly because I forgot 
things and had to trudge 
back to the car. Twice. Also 
the fish didn’t get the memo.

Friday I trundled down 
to Macedonia State Park 
in Kent. This stream gets 
stocked pretty heavily by the 
state in the spring, meaning 
April or May. Maybe March 
if conditions allow.

There are two distinct 
sections of interest and ac-
cessibility. The first is below 
a series of boulders and rock 
shelf that’s not quite a wa-
terfall but is definitely more 
than a bunch of big rocks. 
There is a big inviting pool 
that is just a short scramble 
from the small parking area 
right by the sign announcing 
you are in the park.

As far as I can tell, you 
can fish downstream of here 
for maybe 200 yards before 
posting appears. The stream 
just above this formation is 
posted for a little bit.

This too was a bust, al-
though I gave it a good go-
ing over.

Undeterred, I proceeded 
upstream into the area that 
is unambiguously open for 
fishing. It was also open for 
hiking and for day-tripping. 

So I had company as I 
prowled the dirt road that 
runs right by the stream.

I used a Tenkara rod, the 
Dragontail Mizuchi if you 
care. A dry-dropper tech-
nique proved effective, in this 
case a Chubby Chernobyl up 
top and a series of weighted 
nymphs below.

I lost the Chubby to a tree 
branch that snuck up on me. 
Cunning creatures, those 
bare tree branches.

Basking in the angler’s apricity

So I deployed a Parachute 
Adams, which generated a 
couple of strikes and one 
hook-up.

All told, in two hours, 
four extremely skinny brown 
trout in the 10-12 inch range 
came to the net, except I for-
got the net.

I went back Saturday and 
used an old bamboo fly rod 
instead, a 7-foot five weight 
Phillipson I’ve had for 40 
years.

Same thing, pretty much, 
except I had more company.

The strategy is to look 
for soft water, as opposed to 
roiled up, foamy white water. 
This means covering a lot of 
ground fast, and not pausing 
to beat a particular run or lie 
to death. 

An old adage: If they hav-
en’t taken your fly after three 
tries, you’re just boring them.

The tricky part at Mace-
donia, especially on Friday, 
was that at between noon 
and 2 p.m. standard time, the 
sun was right behind me as I 
worked up the stream from 
the roadside. Two or three 
times, my shadow sent fish 
scurrying for cover.

Keeping a low profile was 
critical.

This means kneeling, of-
ten on rocks.

This never used to bother 
me, but I am old and creaky 

now.
I went to Herrington’s 

the recently and described 
what I was looking for — a 
lightweight, non-bulky set of 
knee pads with Velcro fasten-
ers for choice that would fit 
over waders.

The young man who 
helped listened intelligent-
ly and supplied the desired 
item.

They are sturdy, easy to 
put on and take off, and cost 
$30 and change.

The only catch is that it 
looks goofy, somewhere be-
tween Mad Max and Yogi 
Berra.

“Game-changer” is an 
overused term, but it applies 
here. 

As I type this, the tem-
perature outside has plum-

meted and there is snow in 
the forecast. 

So the lesson is to be ready 
to take advantage of these op-
portunities.

A brief aside: I was asked 
recently, and not for the first 
time, about how I decide 
whether or not to name a 
stream.

It’s worth repeating, so 
here goes.

If a stream is listed in the 
state Angler’s Guide, I will 
name it. It is public informa-
tion, easily found, and I am 
not giving away any secrets.

If a stream is not listed, I 
do not name it. The curious 
will have to find it the way I 
did — by word of mouth, by 
looking at maps and by get-
ting out there and trudging 
around.

Tangled 
lines
PaTrick 
sullivan

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

On the first pass, my shadow fell on the water just below this bridge, and dark 
shapes darted for cover. On the way back, I low-crawled up to it and horsed up a 
brown trout.

To counter boring photos of fish in nets, I offer this 
exciting photo of a fish waiting for me to get my act 
together and release it.

By Riley Klein

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
— Kent School boys hockey 
reached glory Sunday, March 
3.

Seeded fifth in the New 
England Prep School Athletic 
Conference (NEPSAC) Mar-
tin/Earl Large Tournament, 
Kent overcame the odds and 
took home the trophy.

The championship game 
against Dexter Southfield 
School was played at Har-
vard’s Bright Landry Hockey 
Center March 3. In a game 
that was tied nearly the en-
tire match, Kent scored the 
winning goal with just 47 
seconds remaining to claim 
a 3-2 victory. 

Kent’s star senior Gio Di-
Giulian scored twice, includ-
ing the game-winner. Owen 
Mahar scored as well for the 
Lions. 

Goalie Aiden Hopewell 
was a brick wall in the net 
and kept Kent in the game 
despite a relentless barrage 
of shots-on-goal for Dexter. 

Kent wins NEPSAC 
hockey tournament

Kent’s tournament run 
began with a 5-1 win over 
Deerfield Academy on the 
road. The Lions then had 
homecourt advantage in the 
second round against Berk-
shire School. Kent defeated 
Berkshire 5-4.

Kent hockey last won the 
NEPSAC title in 2019.

Girls basketball
Kent School girls basket-

ball made it to the Class A 
championships March 3. A 
commanding tournament 
run for the Lions concluded 
in a 47-39 loss to Founder’s 
League rivals Loomis Chaf-
fee. 

Loomis led from start to 
finish on the way to their 
third consecutive NEPSAC 
trophy. In the previous 
round, the Pelicans defeated 
The Hotchkiss School 75-51.

Leading up to the cham-
pionship, Kent defeated 
Buckingham Browne & 
Nichols School 63-52 in the 
first round and beat Sacred 
Heart Greenwich 55-41 in 
the semifinals.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BBIG LIVE NETWORK

Kent’s captains posed with the NEPSAC trophy.

The Lions gathered at center ice for a trophy photo.

FALLS VILLAGE – The 
Housatonic Valley Region-
al High School (HVRHS) 
Athletic Department and the 
Athletic Hall of Fame Com-
mittee is now accepting nom-
inations for the next class of 
inductees. 

The Athletic Hall of Fame 
(HOF), which was created 
in 1996, recognizes former 
athletes, coaches and com-
munity members who have 
made outstanding personal 
and athletic contributions to 
HVRHS.

The HOF class of 2024 will 
be announced in June. The 
induction into the HOF will 
culminate with an awards 
ceremony and luncheon in 
October, where the nominees 
will be recognized. 

All nominations will be 
due by Wednesday, May 1. 
Nomination forms will be 
available online at HVRHS.
org under the Athletics tab. 
Forms may be submitted via 
email at amacneil@hvrhs.org 
or regular mail. Send regular 
mail forms to: 

Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School 

c/o Athletic Department 
Attn: Athletic Hall of 

Fame 
246 Warren Turnpike 
Falls Village, CT 06031

Housy seeks Hall of Fame nominations

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Edward Tyburski Jr. was inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame with the class of 2022.
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Fitness • Nutrition • Wellness • Summer Camp
It’s important to remember 

that health and wellness is 
about caring for our whole 

person. That means eating 
right, exercising more and 
taking care of our physical  
and mental health. 

For young people summer 
camp offers a chance to learn non-computer activities 
from swimming and soccer to theater and art  and also 
gives children a chance to make new friends from towns 
across the region and with diverse backgrounds. 

Health-care professionals, restaurateurs, summer 
camp directors, and mental and physical therapists all 
know the importance of caring for your whole person. 
Make an appointment or sign up and let them know you 
saw their ad in your community weekly newspaper.

Experience the
Art of Healing

Welcome to the Neighborhood!
We are a continuing care 

retirement community that o�ers:

17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT
(860) 435-9851   

www.noblehorizons.org

a non-pro�t organization

Senior Living   Rehabilitation   Skilled Nursing    

• Live events

• Local excursions

• Exceptional dining

• Wellness programs
• Pet, music & art therapy

• Community-based educational 
     and cultural programs
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VIOLET HILL
NATUROPATHIC CLINIC
Creating optimal conditions for healing 
using traditional Naturopathic techniques.

DR. ELIZABETH WING, ND
40 Gay St. Sharon, CT 06069
(860) 397-5195 
violethillnaturopathic.com

 

 

 
CENTER FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY & MOVEMENT EDUCATION 

 

 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Pelvic Health & Orthopedic  

 
      PILATES & TAI CHI BALANCE 
 

Dr. Bente Dahl-Busby, PT, DPT, NCPT 
Dr. Sabina Busby, DPT, WCS, OCS, NCPT 

Donnell Oakley, CPT 
 

101 Gay Street (Rte. 41), Sharon, CT 860.397.5363  

 

danicacenter.com • info@danicacenter.com 

Holistic alcohol and drug addiction 
treatment, tailored to you.

855 425 1906 mountainside.com
If you or someone you love needs help, call us today.

Speak with an advisor in confidence.
Most insurance accepted. Financing options available.

Scan QR code for more information.Holistic alcohol and drug addiction 
treatment, tailored to you.
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A network that heals. A community who cares.

Proudly providing 
prevention, 
treatment, and 
recovery support  
for over 50 years.

The life you 
deserve is waiting, 
call today! 

860.496.2100
Telehealth 
appointments 
available.

mccallbhn.org

Helping you get back to 
being you.

Smile!

Dr. Mark A. Colite & Dr. William H. Zovickian

Sharon Dental
A S S O C I A T E S

57 Main Street | (860)364-0204 | SharonDentalAssociates.com

As the only Federally Qualifi ed Healthcare Center in 
the Northwest Corner, we are pleased to announce 
we’re expanding to make high-quality medical and 
mental health services accessible to all!   
With locations in Torrington and Winsted, we eagerly 
anticipate the opening of our newest healthcare 
center in North Canaan this spring!
To become established as a patient, call 860-489-0931.
469 Migeon Avenue, Torrington
10 Center Street, Winsted
Coming soon:
6-8 East Main Street, North Canaan
www.chwctorr.org

HEALTHCARE FOR THE HEALTHCARE FOR THE 
NORTHWEST CORNERNORTHWEST CORNERNORTHWEST CORNER

WE GET IT. 
Relationships are tough.

We’re here to help.

www.project-sage.org
860-364-1900

Audubon Sharon
Summer Programs

Week-long day camps,
pre-K through 12th grade

More info and registration at:
sharon.audubon.org/summer-camp

NATURE,NATURE,
UP CLOSE!UP CLOSE!

Now seeing Now seeing 
new patientsnew patients

Most insuranceMost insurance
acceptedaccepted

The o�  ce ofThe o�  ce of

16 Conklin Street16 Conklin Street
Salisbury, CT  06068Salisbury, CT  06068

phone:  860-435-3551phone:  860-435-3551
fax:  860-435-3561fax:  860-435-3561

www.salisburyprimarycare.comwww.salisburyprimarycare.com
“Your home for healthcare!”“Your home for healthcare!”

Michael J. Kelly, MDMichael J. Kelly, MD

Prescriptions • Nutritional Supplements 
Greeting Cards • Party Goods 
Gifts • Seasonal/Holiday Items

MON-FRI: 8 AM-6 PM • SAT: 8 AM-3 PM 
SUN: 8 AM-12 NOON

860-364-5272
SHARON SHOPPING CENTER (8 GAY ST.)

R

Sharon
Pha  macy
“Our Primary Concern - Health Care”

Grades 2-8 

Campers will hike 
in forests, conduct 

science experiments, 
create art, and explore 
the organisms that call 

trees home.

2801 Sharon Tpke. | Millbrook, NY | (845) 677-5343

Eco-Discovery Camp 
‘Wonders of 
the Woods’

ECOLOGY DAY CAMP 

www.caryinstitute.org/ecologycamps
register onlineregister online

BEST
SUMMER

EVER

CAMP SLOANE YMCA

SPECIAL RATES FOR REGION 1, WEBUTUCK & 
SOUTHERN BERSHIRE SCHOOL DISTRICTS

info@campsloane.org  or 860-435-2557

OPEN OPEN 
HOUSESHOUSES

www.campsloane.org

12-3pm12-3pm

APRIL 28thAPRIL 28th
JUNE 2nd JUNE 2nd

LAKEVILLE, CT

Register NOW for
Overnight Camp Programs

Sessions are selling out!
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www.salisburyforum.org

AGE OF DANGER
Keeping America Safe 

in the Era of New Superpowers, 
New Weapons, and New Threats

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2024 • 7:30 P.M.
Housatonic Valley Regional High School 

Falls Village, CT
Admission free. 

For additional information and to register 
for this event, please go to www.salisburyforum.org.

Interviewed by Alex Ward, former 
editorial director at NYTimes Books

Thom Shanker Andrew Hoehn

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, March 7, 2024, Thursday, March 7, 2024

Nuvance
Continued from Page A1

Broadband
Continued from Page A1

Health Center
Continued from Page A1

Polling
Continued from Page A1

Sharon Hospital Timeline
1909 — Sharon Hospi-

tal is founded in a rented 
house by Dr. Jerome Chaf-
fee.

1916 — A new build-
ing opens with 16 beds and 
three nurses.

1947 — Chaffee dies.
2002 — The nonprofit 

hospital is purchased by 
Essent Healthcare of Ten-
nessee, becoming a the 
first for-profit hospital in 
the state. A group called 
Save the Hospital was 
formed to protest the sale.

2011 — Essent Health-
care merges with Region-
alCare Hospital Partners, 
also based in Tennessee. 

2016 — Health Quest 

takes over Sharon Hospi-
tal from Essent and it be-
comes a nonprofit again. 
Health Quest was formed 
from the merger of three 
hospitals: Vassar Brothers 
in Poughkeepsie; North-
ern Dutchess Hospital in 
Rhinebeck; and Putnam 
Hospital Center in Car-
mel. 

2019 — Health Quest 
merges with Western CT 
Health Network with hos-
pitals in Danbury, Nor-
walk and New Milford, to 
become Nuvance Health. 

2024 — Northwell 
Health announces plan 
to combine with Nuvance 
Health. 

In a statement, Dr. John 
M. Murphy, president and 
CEO of Nuvance Health, said 
that “By joining forces with 
Northwell Health, we are tak-
ing a giant leap forward in our 
shared mission to enhance 
the quality, accessibility and 
equity of the health care we 
provide to our communities.”

In their joint announce-
ment, the two companies 
stated that “Northwell will 
make significant investments 
in Nuvance Health,” and that 
the “integration” would create 
more, and better, health care 
jobs.

Asked what this means 
in Sharon, Sharon Hospital 
President Christina McCull-
och noted that “the details 
of what will happen, if all 
gets approved” and the Nu-
vance system becomes part 
of Northwell Health, “are yet 
to be determined.” But, she 
said, “Northwell has agreed 
to invest in all of the [Nu-
vance] hospitals if this does 
come to be” and if the deal 
gets approved, the agreement 
will strengthen SH’s ability to 
provide care.”

“The news of Nuvance’s 
merger into Northwell Health 
comes at a time of general 
consolidation of healthcare 
systems across our state,” ob-
served State Rep. Maria Horn 
(D-64).

“I understand the financial 
challenges Nuvance has been 
facing,” said Senate Republi-
can Leader Stephen Harding, 
whose district includes New 
Milford and Sharon. He con-
tinued: “I am encouraged to 
hear that ‘patient-facing’ jobs 
are not in jeopardy.  I am also 
encouraged to hear that key 
investments will be made and 
that health care access will be 
increase.” 

Harding added: “however, 
like many, I have significant 
concerns for myself and my 
fellow neighbors in the 30th 
Senate District. Ensuring that 

existing medical services in 
our local hospitals remain 
fully open and operational, 
particularly Sharon Hospital’s 
Labor and Delivery Unit, is 
of the utmost importance to 
me, and I hope it remains of 
utmost importance to Con-
necticut’s Office of Health 
Strategy as they review this 
merger.”

McCulloch noted that the 
arrangement between Nu-
vance and Northwell is not 
legally considered a merger or 
an acquisition but an “agree-
ment.”

Also noting Nuvance’s fi-
nancial difficulties, District 19 
Dutchess County Legislator 
Chris Drago said he hoped 
that this deal would end Nu-
vance’s attempts to cut ser-
vices at Sharon Hospital. He 
also said that he hopes that 
it will improve the hospital’s 
ability to attract and retain 
staff and medical talent to 
better serve the community. 

“I do worry that typically 
consolidation drives cost up 
and quality down,” he said. 
“I’m cautiously optimistic.”

Horn shared: “In my con-
versations with Sharon Hos-
pital leadership, it has been 

suggested that the significant 
resources of the new system 
will lead to increased support 
for Sharon Hospital and the 
community it serves. I look 
forward to learning about 
the system’s strategic com-
mitment to Sharon Hospital 
specifically, and look forward 
to a public process at which 
these questions can be ad-
dressed.”

Nuvance and Northwell 
describe an “integrated 
healthcare system.” The or-
ganizations say that the deal 
will grant “local communi-
ties” access to “coordinated 
care across western Connecti-
cut, the Hudson Valley, New 
York City and Long Island.” 
They also promise that both 
Northwell and Nuvance will 
“continue to provide care to 
anyone, regardless of their 
ability to pay.”

The terms of the deal, 
which is still subject to state 
and federal approval, are not 
clear for Sharon Hospital, said 
McCulloch.

Amy Forni, a spokeperson 
for Nuvance Health, says that 
Nuvance expects to be filing 
for approval for the agree-
ment in the coming  months.

with the registrar or town 
clerk to vote in-person April 
2 the primary election day. 
This is also the deadline for 
unaffiliated voters to enroll 
in a party to vote in-person 
April 2.

Dell, Law, and Jane 
Ridgway (Democratic regis-
trar in Cornwall) all expressed 
some variation of “When in 
doubt, call or email your reg-
istrars, and please don’t wait 
until the last minute.”

The primary ballots in-
clude the following choices:

Democratic Party: Joe 
Biden, Dean Philips, Cenk 
Uygur, Marianne Williamson.

Republican Party: Ryan 
Binkley, Ron DeSantis, Nikki 
Haley, Donald Trump.

The completed early vot-
ing ballots are put in sealed 
envelopes and stored in a 
secure area of the familiar 
ballot-reading machines. 
Nobody touches them until 
after the polls close on Elec-
tion Day. There is no early 
counting of early votes.

On the early voting days, 
the town halls will have the 
usual 75-foot restriction on 
politicking. 

The general election Tues-
day, Nov. 5, will have 14 days 
of early voting.

at higher risk for avoidable 
care.”

Personalized attention 
regardless of status

Accessibility to all is a 
common refrain among al-
liance members.

“Our patient-centered 
care model will ensure that 
each individual receives per-
sonalized attention, regard-
less of their financial circum-
stances or insurance status,” 
said Borduas. “The focus on 
individualized care is integral 
to our mission of promoting 
health equity.”

The North Canaan facil-
ity, she explained, will of-
fer integrated medical and 
behavioral health services, 
providing a one-stop des-
tination for comprehensive 
health care.

“This approach ensures 
that patients can access a 
range of services convenient-
ly, addressing both physical 
and mental health needs,” 
Borduas explained.

The expansion of services 
is also projected to have a 
positive economic impact 
on the community, noted 
Borduas. 

“This includes the cre-
ation of new jobs, both di-
rectly within our organiza-
tion and indirectly through 
support services. By con-
tributing to the local econ-
omy, we aim to strengthen 
the overall well-being of our 
community.”

CHWC participates with 
most state and commercial 
insurance plans, utilizing a 
sliding fee scale to ensure 
accessibility for individuals 
of all financial backgrounds. 
Serving more than 6,000 pa-
tients, the not-for-profit or-
ganization, and the sole fed-
erally qualified health center 
in the rural Northwest Cor-
ner, operates health centers 
in Torrington and Winsted 
in addition to the North Ca-
naan facility.

The organization offers 
physical and mental health 
services through school-

based health centers in all 
Torrington schools with 
plans to expand to three 
schools in the Region One 
district.
A 20-year vision fulfilled

Nancy Heaton, president 
and CEO of  FCH, expressed 
excitement that after two de-
cades of planning, the new 
health center has become a 
reality:

“As we mark FCH’s 20th 
anniversary, there is no bet-
ter way to celebrate than 
by fulfilling our vision of 
supporting CHWC’s new 
regional health care center 
to address our rural health 
care crisis.”

Heaton’s foundation, 
which serves a rural 17-
town region where North-
west Connecticut and the 
Greater Harlem Valley 
meet, has contributed $1.3 
million for the purchase of 
the North Canaan property 
and project needs, plus an 
additional $650,000 toward 
startup costs, adding to a $3 
million bond secured with 
the help of state Rep. Maria 
Horn (D-64) from the state 
toward construction.

  “CHWC’s impact aligns 
seamlessly with FCH’s mis-
sion to improve health, 
well-being and equity in our 
communities,” said Heaton. 
“Our longstanding partner-
ship with CHWC reflects our 
dedication to supporting vi-
tal initiatives that address the 
root causes of health dispar-
ities.

 As an example, she noted 
that “there is only one other 
primary care provider just 
for North Canaan. We need 
to have 20 just to meet the 
needs.”

Fund for the  
Northwest Corner

A funding boost also came 
from BTCF, which oversees 
its Fund for the Northwest 
Corner, an endowed area 
fund which the foundation 
has built over the years to be 

a permanent resource for the 
communities in the North-
west Corner.

 That organization, head-
ed by its president, Peter 
Taylor, has contributed 
$155,000, including $40,000 
from the Fund, to bolster the 
initiative by providing mon-
etary support for physician 
recruitment and strategic 
planning to launch a devel-
opment program which will 
be critical to expanding and 
sustaining the North Canaan 
facility.

Since 1987, BTCF has 
strengthened communities 
through philanthropy and 
leadership in northwest Li-
tchfield County, Berkshire 
County, Massachusetts, 
and Columbia County and 
northeast Dutchess County 
in New York.

“While the first part of 
our name is ‘Berkshire,’ we 
were actually established in 
the Northwest Corner by lo-
cal residents in Salisbury and 
Lakeville,” Taylor explained. 
“Our roots are strongest in 
the Northwest Corner.”

Taylor noted that over the 
years, the need for primary 
care “has just been growing.”

He said employers benefit 
when employees have easy 
access to their medical pro-
viders and other health care 
services, reducing the need 
for time off.

 “It benefits not only their 
workforce, but the employee’s 
quality of life.” The same goes 
for seniors who live in rural 
areas, noted Taylor.

Taylor credited FCH’s 
Heaton and CHWC’s Bor-
duas with “patience and 
persistence” in bringing the 
long-planned project to fru-
ition.

“These two are really, to-
gether, just a dynamic part-
nership in terms of working 
with all the colleagues that 
are immediately surrounding 
them. It’s really an example of 
visionary leadership.”

phase is winding down. She 
noted that at least one home 
received its installation on 
Super Bowl Sunday.

Looking ahead, Drew said 
that Comcast is planning to 
hold at least one community 
meeting, perhaps in April, at 
which company representa-
tives will answer any ques-
tions, offer technical advice 
and show residents how to 
use the Comcast website.

In the spring, the task 
force is planning a celebra-
tion at the Town Beach on 
Mudge Pond to mark com-
pletion of the project, giving 
a special cheer because Com-
cast has agreed to install ser-
vice at the site to enable Wi-
Fi calling for the first time. 
Drew said that cell service at 
the beach has always been all 
but impossible, so the service 
will enhance safety and con-
venience.

Veterans’ Field has also 
been wired for internet and 
Wi-Fi as a part of the project, 
Drew noted.

There have been challeng-
es to the project along the 
way, although Drew said that 
they were not unexpected. 

“We do now better under-
stand why universal access 
[making high-speed internet 
available to every single ad-
dress in town] is so hard to 
achieve. The application pro-
cess for licensing more than 
700 individual utility poles 
took months,” she said, not-
ing, however, that the issue 
was expected.

“The Comcast project 
managers have been great 
to work with and the people 
working in Sharon are ter-
rific,” Drew said. Lancaster 
had returned the compli-
ment, praising the diligent 

work of the SharonConnect 
Task Force members and the 
town as being crucial to the 
needs of the project. Lancast-
er brings a history of 37 years 
of experience with Comcast.

Problems have arisen, 
however, when residents 
have contacted the corporate 
offices, particularly when 
trying to subscribe for Xfin-
ity mobile phone service in 
connection with their service 
packages. Drew cited com-
plaints about interfacing 
with robots online and by 
phone bringing frustration 
to the new customers, who 
are also suffering delays and 
confusion when they are 
ready to sign up for service 
packages.

Drew suggested that res-
idents needing help with 
service packages might call 
800-934-6489 or go online 
to: www.xfinity.com/learn/
deals/internet

Praising Lancaster as a 
“can-do” person, Drew went 
on to applaud the Comcast 
project team serving the 
Sharon project, specifically 
Matt Skane and Elizabeth 
Calabrese, for being “acces-
sible and responsive.”

As the project winds 
down, the task force mem-
bers continue videoconfer-
encing with the Comcast 
project team every two 
weeks, identifying specific 
addresses where issues exist 
and seeing that those issues 
are resolved, keeping the 
homeowner informed along 
the way.

Reflecting the good re-
lationship built between 
Comcast and the town, 
Drew said that Skane and 
Calabrese were successful in 
convincing Comcast to add 

addresses to the project at no 
additional cost to the town.

Comcast technicians who 
do the in-home installa-
tions, Dan Dodge and Steve 
Wabrek, have also earned 
praise from residents for 
their patience and clear ex-
planation of the service.

‘Night and day’
Asked for comments 

about their satisfaction with 
the new high-speed inter-
net, two residents termed it 
“night and day.”

Ellsworth resident Lar-
ry Rand wrote that several 
weeks ago, Comcast had 
installed a new modem in 
Rand’s home, replacing a 
wireless system. 

“We immediately went 
from download speeds of 
1-70mbps (upload 10mbps) 
with daily rebooting to a de-
pendable download speed of 
250-350mbps (upload 50-
80mbps). It has been like 
going from night to day.”

“We are thankful Sharon 
decided to extend Comcast 
coverage to areas like ours,” 
Rand said.

“I felt like I took off a 
blindfold that I had not re-
alized I was wearing in the 
first place” said John Brett 
of Drum Road. He said 

that his connectivity went 
from 2.03mbps for a down-
load (upload .035mbps) to 
356mbps (upload 11.6mbps).

“You get the idea, basical-
ly night and day,” Brett said.

Kate Stiassni, a Boland 
Road resident with a long 
driveway, is no less pleased. 
“I think this SharonConnect 
is a great story,” she said, 
crediting a group of “smart, 
dedicated Sharon residents” 
for their years of effort to 
solve the problem of poor 
internet service.

Stiassni’s service was con-
nected during the summer. 
A builder by profession, she 
indicated that she can now 
send and receive heavy ar-
chitectural files. As a textile 
artist, she can send high-res-
olution images of her works 
without cringing when she 
hits the “send” button. Her 
musician son said that he 
is no longer stressed by her 
internet service when he 
visits. She herself can now 
download a book in under 
five minutes rather than the 
previous rate of five hours.

“I am a pretty normal 
person with pretty normal 
everyday needs who can now 
live convincingly in the 21st 
century,” Stiassni said.
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Finding ‘The Right Stuff ’ for a documentary
FILM: ALEXANDER WILBURN

At The 
Movies

At The Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center
Great Barrington, MA

Sunday, March 17, 2024 at 4pm

CeltiC Baroque Band

MAKARIS
A Bach Family Concert 

with an Irish Twist

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MUSIC

Tickets: $52 / $28 
mahaiwe.org or cewm.org

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing
3/8, 9, 13, 14

7:00 pm
“DUNE: PART TWO” PG-13

“BOB MARLEY: ONE 
LOVE” PG-13

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS

FRI 03/08 > THU 03/14 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

✴ LOVE MOVIES? BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!✴

THE TASTE OF 
THINGS

Saturday, March 9
@ 12 PM
Met Live: Verdi’s
LA FORZA 
DEL DESTINO

KUNG FU PANDA 4
BOB MARLEY:
ONE LOVE SAVE THE DATE!

March 21 & 24
NT Live: THE MOTIVE 
& THE CUE

DUNE: PART 2 

If you’ve ever won-
dered how retrospec-
tive documentaries 

are made, with their daz-
zling compilation of still 
images and rare footage 
spliced between contem-
porary interviews, The 
Moviehouse in Miller-
ton, New York, offered a 
behind-the-scenes peek 
into how “the sausage 
is made” with a screen-
ing of director Richard 
Dewey’s biographical 
film “Radical Wolfe” on 
Saturday, March 2. 

Coinciding with the 
late Tom Wolfe’s birth-
day, “Radical Wolfe,” 
now available to view 
on Netflix, is the first 
feature-length documen-
tary to explore the life 
and career of the enig-
matic Southern satirist, 
city-dwelling sartorial 
icon and pioneer of New 
Journalism — a sub-
jective, lyrical style of 
long-form nonfiction that 
made Wolfe a celebrity in 
the pages of Esquire and 
vaulted him to the top of 
the best-seller lists with 
his drug-culture chroni-
cle “The Electric Kool-Aid 

Acid Test” and his first 
novel, “The Bonfire of The 
Vanities.”

The film is rife with lo-
cal connections, featuring 
talking-head anecdotes 
by Wolfe’s former agent 
and Sharon resident Lynn 
Nesbit as well as Wolfe 
contemporary Gay Talese 
of Roxbury and Christo-
pher Buckley, the son of 
the late Sharon resident 
William F. Buckley Jr., 
who interviewed Wolfe 
on PBS’ “Firing Line” in 
1970.

Present at The Movie-
house was the film editor 
for “Radical Wolfe,” Brian 
Gersten, a Millerton 
resident who recently 
worked on “Enter The 
Slipstream,” document-
ing an American cycling 
team through the 2020 
season of the Tour de 
France, and the film’s 
archival producer, Rich 
Remsberg of North 
Adams, Massachusetts, a 
two-time Emmy winner 
who recently produced 
“Street Gang: How We 
Got to Sesame Street” for 
HBO.

Remsberg admit-

ted that in his archival 
search, there is a com-
petitive sense of “trophy 
hunting” — the quest 
for a previously unseen 
piece of footage that 
will add an exclusive 
peek into the past of 
a film’s subject. “The 
trophy-hunting aspect 
of [archival producing] 
is the rarity of a clip,” he 
said at The Moviehouse. 
“I did a piece about 
George Lucas recently 
and found an interview 
with his high school 
art teacher. It was just 
mind-blowing. I found 
four interviews with 
Lucas before he became 
famous. But the director 
only used two minutes. 
And you can’t get hung 
up on, ‘But it’s rare!’ You 
have to consider how 
useful it is.”

Remsberg added: 
“One of my favorite 
sequences in this film 
is when Wolfe is being 
introduced onto all 
these talk shows, and 
we spliced ‘Ladies and 
gentlemen... Tom Wolfe, 
Tom Wolfe, Tom Wolfe, 
Tom Wolfe…’ And you 

see the rapid succession 
of him entering, shak-
ing hands, doing his 
‘hair thing’ three or four 
times, then crossing his 
legs three or four times. 
Beautiful rhythm to it, 
right? It’s really the musi-
cality of filmmaking.”

“I think, as you 
could tell from how 
we structured the film, 

Tom Wolfe’s personal 
life was private. There 
wasn’t much there, to be 
perfectly honest. So the 
substance was all in the 
writing,” said Gersten on 
the documentary editing 
process. “If you open 
a book of his, it has so 
much style, so much is 
going on, and we did our 
best to replicate that in 

the editing style of the 
film. I think the quick 
cuts are effective at 
certain points. At other 
points, you want to let 
the story tell itself. When 
Tom Wolfe describes his 
interaction with [then-
U.S. Sen. John F.] Kenne-
dy, there’s no reason to 
stylize that. You want to 
hear Wolfe’s words.”

While there are 
area galler-
ies that have 

closed for the season, 
waiting to emerge with 
programming when the 
spring truly springs up, 
there are still plenty of 
art exhibitions worth 
seeking out this March.

At Geary Contempo-
rary in Millerton, found-
ed by Jack Geary and 
Dolly Bross Geary, Will 
Hutnick’s “Satellite” is a 
collection of medium- 
and large-scale acrylic on 
canvas abstracts that in-
troduce mixtures of wax 

pastel, sand and colored 
pencil to create topo-
graphical-like changes 
in texture. Silhouettes of 
leaves float across seis-
mic vibration lines in the 
sand while a craterous 
moon emerges on the 
horizon, all like a desert 
planet seen through a 
glitching kaleidoscope. 
Hutnick, a resident of 
Sharon and director of 
artistic programming 
at The Wassaic Project 
in Amenia, New York, 
will discuss his work at 
Geary with New York 
Times art writer Laura 
van Straaten Saturday, 
March 9, at 5 p.m.

In Falls Village, the 
vacant bank building 
at 105 Main St., with its 

white masonry exterior 
and revolving glass door, 
has recently been adopt-
ed by David Noonan and 
digital abstract artist 
Millree Hughes for the 
duo’s self-described “rov-
ing gallery” New Risen. 
The second show curated 
by Noonan and Hughes, 
“Faraway, So Close” is on 
display through Satur-
day, March 23. In addi-
tion to one of Hughes' 
own electrically lit disco 
"Matrix" landscapes, the 
group show features a 

pair of bedroom-eyed 
oil portraits by Maureen 
Dougherty, who recently 
exhibited at Cheim & 
Read before the 26-year-
old New York City gallery 
closed its doors in 
December 2023, as well 
as an enigmatic and sen-
suously pouty graphite 
drawing of an astronaut 
by Judith Eisler, who 
lives in Warren and has 
exhibited work at Casey 
Kaplan in New York, with 
praise from The New 
Yorker’s Hilton Als.

Art on view this March
ART: ALEXANDER WILBURN

PHOTO BY ALEXANDER WILBURN

COURTESY OF NEW RISEN

“Untitled” by Maureen Dougherty
“Spooky Action #2” by Will Hutnick

Now 
Live!

lakevillejournal.com
A new way to get your news

FILM STILL FROM “RADICAL WOLFE” COURTESY OF KINO LORBER

Tom Wolfe
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WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

‘You don’t need to 
go to Africa or 
Yellowstone to 

see the real-life world of 
nature. There are life and 
death struggles in your 
wood lot and backyard,” 
said Michael Fargione, 
wildlife biologist at Cary 
Institute of Ecosystem 
Studies in Millbrook, 
New York, during his lec-
ture “Caught on Camera: 
Our Wildlife Neighbors.”

He showed a video 
of two bucks recorded 
them displaying their 
antlers, then challenging 
each other with a clash 
of antlers, which ended 
with one buck running 
off. The victor stood and 
pawed the ground in 
victory.

In another video, a 
bear stood on its hind 
legs eating hickory nuts 
from a tree. “Bears are 
omnivores and will eat 
just about anything that 
becomes available,” said 
Fargione.

Bears first showed up 
on the property in 2004.

Fargione said, “Black 
bears have relatively 
poor eyesight but an 
excellent sense of smell.” 
In another video,  a 
bear ran away from the 
camera after catching 
of whiff of human scent 
that had been left days 
before by researchers 
were setting up cameras. 

“They are typically 
shy and retreat when 
they encounter humans. 
Despite their large size, 
they move across the 
landscape very quietly.”

Fargione added that 
black bears are very curi-
ous and have chewed the 
cameras, changed the 
viewing angles, and even 
broken a few.

Nature’s 
Notebook
Robin Roraback

The trail cameras 
are self-contained and 
waterproof; they run on 
batteries or are so-
lar-powered. 

Cary Institute first 
began to use camera 
traps or trail cameras 
10 years ago to study 
animals, particularly 
deer, on Cary’s 2,000-acre 
property. Its researchers 
hoped to learn about the 
growth and declines of 
the deer population, but 
they got much more than 
they bargained for.

Fargione said that the 
videos captured allow 
researchers to study an-
imal behaviors they are 
rarely privileged to see.

“Camera placement is 
crucial,” stressed Far-
gione. To get different 
animals recorded, the 
biologists at Cary had to 
“think outside the box,” 
which resulted in placing 
cameras near an old log-
ging road by a stone wall 
and then by two log jams 
on Wappingers Creek, 
which runs through the 
Cary Institute property.

At the stone wall, 
they set up two cameras 
on either side of the old 
logging road. They found 
that “prey species use 
the wall to move silently 
through the forest with-
out attracting predators,” 
while “predators use 
the wall to move silently 
along and sneak up on 
their prey.”

Wildlife using the top 
of the wall as a walkway 
and the logging road 

were deer, bobcats, 
cottontails, coyotes, 
turkeys, raccoons, bears 
and squirrels.

At the log jams on 
Wappingers Creek, the 
logs made convenient 
bridges for wildlife to 
cross the water. The logs 
were again used to tread 
quietly and quickly and 
evade predators or catch 
prey.

Those animals using 
the log jams were deer, 
bears, bobcats — notably 
a mother with three of 
her young — coyotes, 
turkeys and raccoons 
along with mallards, 
mergansers, a great blue 
heron, a mink, a fisher, 
a pair of wood ducks, a 
blue jay, a white-footed 
mouse and a grackle.

Rarer sightings of 
animals on the cameras 
are moose, river otters, 
barred owls and heron. 
A bull moose crossed 
through Cary land for a 
few days and a moose 
cow stayed for a few 
months. Some animals, 
such as the river otters 
and owls, aren’t seen be-
cause a camera may not 
be in the correct location 
to catch their images, 
which is why Fargione 
began to “think outside 
the box” for camera 
placements.

While they don’t 
often catch beavers on 
the cameras at Cary 
Institute, an opportuni-
ty arose when a beaver 
dam was causing flood-
ing on a public road. The 
institute asked permis-
sion to dismantle the 
dam and set up cameras 
to record the rebuilding.

The video that was 
recorded showed at least 
two beavers carefully 

placing branches, jam-
ming them in the bank 
for stability and “placing 
leaves collected from the 
bank and carried to the 
site along the edge of the 
dam,” said Fargione.

When leaving the 
building site, the beavers 
use their hind and front 
legs to kick up mud and 
pebbles from the creek 
bed into the dam.

Fargione noted that 
the “sound of running 
water attracts the beaver 
as it works back and 
forth along the edge of 
the dam.” In this way 
they add materials to 
plug places where water 
is getting through and 
make the dam more se-
cure. The beavers began 
building around mid-
night and finished a little 
after 3 a.m.

Another rare op-
portunity came when 
a mother fox took up 
residence under one of 
the Cary outbuildings, 
which was also occupied 
by a groundhog. Fargi-
one commented that the 

groundhog “had to be 
very fast.” While the cubs 
were too small to hunt it, 
the mother was a danger. 

The cameras captured 
the mother fox returning 
from hunts with food for 
the cubs. One cub would 
grab all the food and 
“would not share.” It also 
recorded the cubs play 
fighting and hunting and 
napping in the sun.

Fargione concluded 
with cautions on setting 
up cameras and citizen 
science opportunities; 
he noted that no camera 
should be pointed at a 
neighbor’s property, to 
respect privacy, and not 
to trespass.

He said it is best not 
to give an exact address 
of animals’ locations to 
keep them safe and to 
“respect wildlife; don’t 
interfere with what they 
are trying to do: make a 
living.”  

He mentioned that 
those who used trail 
cameras could be 
Citizen Helpers and 
contribute their photos 

to some projects such 
as iSeeMammals (is-
eemammals.org), which 
collects data on black 
bears in New York state, 
and Snap Shot (app.
wildlifeinsights.org/ini-
tiatives/2000156/Snap-
shot-USA), which tracks 
animal populations and 
distribution. 

On eMammal (emam-
mal.si.edu/participate), 
citizen helpers can 
identify and upload and 
archive photos for the 
Smithsonian. Zooniverse 
(www.zooniverse.org) 
does not require sub-
mitting photos. Helpers 
would identify wildlife 
from photos provided by 
Zooniverse. Both of these 
platforms allow regular 
people to contribute to 
real research.

Fargione comment-
ed, “Every time I check 
a camera, it’s like going 
downstairs on Christmas 
morning and opening 
a present, because you 
never know exactly 
what’s going to be under 
the tree.”

Caught on Camera: Our wildlife neighbors

Clockwise from upper left:  Wildlife more rarely caught by trail cameras at 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies: great blue heron, river otters, a bull 
moose, presenter and wildlife biologist Michael Fargione, a moose cow, 
and a barred owl.

COURTESY OF CARY INSTITUTE OF ECOSYSTEM STUDIES

It is indisputable 
that we are moving 
toward a new garden 

aesthetic. I would even 
go one step further to 
propose that gardening’s 
"man over nature" ethos 
— which has a classic 
exemplar in the formal 
gardens of Versailles 
— is now over. Nature 
reminds us, with greater 
frequency and intensity, 
that she is in control, 
and we are beginning to 
come to terms with the 
reality that it is a fool’s 
game to try to tame her.

As you think about 
your spring planting 
plans, slide into a new 
mindset. Let’s call it 
"human abetting na-
ture." This mindset finds 
beauty less in rigorous 
planting schemes and 
more in the creation of 
habitats. The aesthetic 
associated with this new 
mindset is, thankfully, 
more forgiving — not so 
much the baggy dress 
to the tailored suit, but 
a looser beauty that can 
still be shaped or con-
tained in ways we find 
pleasing.

As with many of our 

choices these days, 
mindfulness is the first 
step. Where are you 
planting?

And what are you 
planting there? When 
planting at the edge of 
the woods and in her 
fields, writer and garden 
designer Page Dickey 
will only plant natives. 

Here she has incorporat-
ed American hornbeam, 
Carpinus caroliniana, 
redbud, Cercis canaden-
sis and gray dogwood, 
Cornus racemosa. In her 
book "Uprooted," Dickey 
writes about her expe-
rience moving from a 
home where she crafted 
and tended an intricate 
garden to her current 
home in Falls Village 
with acres of woodland, 
fields and fen. Instead 
of working to transform 
the land into something 
else, she now listens to 

the land and responds to 
nurture it.

This new mindset 
does not mean that aes-
thetics are less import-
ant than before; rather, 
the aesthetic has shifted. 
In Dickey’s garden beds 
that surround her house, 
she mixes non-natives 
with native perennials, 
such as her favorite 

Bowman’s Root, Gillenia 
trifoliata (The Cornwall 
Garden Club native plant 
sale will offer Bowman’s 
Root plants among other 
native perennials Sat-
urday,  May 25, in West 
Cornwall. cornwallgar-
denclub.org)

Among Dickey’s fa-
vorite native shrubs are 
Fothergilla, Clethra alni-

folia, gray dogwood, Cor-
nus racemosa, and the 
American cranberrybush 
viburnum, Viburnum tri-
lobum. She also used Vi-
burnum lentago, called 
nannyberry, in place of 
adding more lilac, that 
had originally tempted 
her, for a hedgerow along 

The garden is dead, long live the garden
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On Sunday, March 
3, The Guild at 
The Hotchkiss 

Library hosted the final 
concert of a series in 
collaboration with Music 
Mountain featuring the 
Cassatt String Quartet. 

Comprised of Muneko 
Otani and Jennifer Lech-
nower on violin, Gwen 
Krosnick on cello and 
Emily Bradengurg on 
viola, the New York City-
based quartet has per-
formed at venues across 
the globe and featured 
for multiple recording 
labels. The program con-
tained three pieces and 
lasted for approximately 
an hour. 

The afternoon of 
music began with String 
Quartet No. 1 in G Major, 
composed by Florence 
Price in 1929. This work 
consisted of two move-
ments, the first of which 
was light and beautiful 
and the second of which 
leaned into more om-
inous and uncertain 
tones. In the first move-

ment, long, drawn-out 
harmonies would be 
interspersed with quick 
and upbeat portions. 
These changes in tempo, 
though surprising to the 
ear when they occurred, 
had a continual and con-
sistent flow to them that 
made this beginning of 
the program memorable. 

The quartet literally 
leaned quite heavily into 
this piece, swaying in 
time with the music as it 
explored its rich harmo-
ny. The second move-
ment switched to a minor 
tonality, evoking a sound 
not unlike mystery film 
scores. It captured an 
almost eerie air before 
resolving beautifully 
into the familiar ground 
from the first movement, 
ending the piece on a 
hopeful note.

The second piece of 
the program was both 
vastly intriguing as well 
as the night’s greatest 
showcase of the quartet’s 
incredible talent. This 
work, “Song of the Ch’in,” 

written by Chinese 
American composer 
Zhou Long in 1982, was 
made to imitate that of 
the zither. This complex 
piece was constantly 
changing tempo, me-
ter and volume while 
employing a vast array 
of stringed instrumental 
techniques. 

Heavy and slow 
sliding notes, pizzica-
to and plucking, even 
striking the wood of the 
instruments as a sort of 
percussion was uti-
lized to bring this work 
together. The majority of 
the composition had at 
least three players pluck-
ing their strings, while 
the fourth either also 
plucked along or played 
a more melodic line. 

The final piece was 
Beethoven’s famous 
String Quartet in F Ma-
jor, Opus 18 No. 1. This 
popular string quartet 
is one that many would 
recognize from the first 
few notes alone. When 
performing pieces such 

as this, which the audi-
ence is typically more 
than familiar with, what 
the ensemble brings 
forward on its own merit 
beyond the brilliance of 
the composition itself. 

Cassatt not only 
played the familiar notes 
beautifully, but clearly 

enjoyed and connected 
with the music on a level 
beyond making sure 
everything was in place. 
This clear enthusiasm 
and joy of performing 
helped make this partic-
ular performance shine.

While this was the 
final concert of The 

Hotchkiss Library’s mini 
concert series, more 
concerts like it are in the 
works for the future. If 
you would like to assist 
in underwriting next 
year’s concerts, contact 
Gretchen Hachmeister at 
ghachmeister@hotch-
kisslibrary.org.    

Classical quartet plays Hotchkiss Library
MUSIC: MATTHEW KRETA

PHOTO BY MATTHEW KRETA

The Cassatt String Quartet

a rough track on her 
property. From "Uproot-
ed": “Surely I could plant 
something with more to 
offer, a plant that would 
enrich our wild habitat.” 
I can attest to the beauty 
of this native tree which 
grows at the edges of our 
marsh. It can get as tall 
as 15 feet and has a wide 
spread if given the space 
and light. Flowers in 
spring, nutritious berries 
for birds in fall.

Deborah Munson 
is one of our area’s top 
horticulturalists and 
landscape designers, 
who happily admits that 
her approach to garden 
design changed over the 
past decade: “In an eco-
logically driven garden/
landscape I love a wilder 
and much freer style 
where there is little to no 
delineation between the 
wild and cultivated land-
scape and incorporating 
natives as often as pos-
sible; a landscape that 
over time can find its 
own way, being nudged 
occasionally by the hu-
man hand, often planted 
to allow the plants to 
drive the design, al-
lowing self-sowing and 

covering ground.” One 
of her favorite native 
plant combinations is 
“shadblow, Amelanchier 
arborea underplanted 
with our native foam 
flower, Tiarella cordifolia 
and miterwort, Michel-
la diphylla is a favorite 

combo. Add some snow-
drops and white daffo-
dils if you’re not a ‘native 
only’ purist.” 

Out with precision 
edging. Out with yards 
of trucked-in mulch 
covered beds: “We can 
often create our own 

mulch on site by com-
posting leaves and other 
garden debris as well as 
using plants as a living 
mulch. One should be 
aware that trucking in 
products can often bring 
new diseases and pests.”

Key to our new mind-
set, Munson reminds 
us, is "learning about a 
plant’s behavior… i.e. 
invasives (don’t plant) 
or colonizers (be careful 
what you ask for.) Is it a 
generalist, a plant that 

will grow almost any 
condition or specialist; 
for example, a plant 
that will only grow in 
wetlands or only in well 
drained acidic condi-
tions?”

Many of Dickey's and 
Munson’s favorite native 
plants — from Redbud 
to Shadblow to Clethra, 
Sweet Fern, Viburnum 
Lentago and Anenome 
Canadensis — will 
be available from the 
Northwest Conservation 

District annual plant 
sale. You can preorder 
at nwcd.org and attend 
April 19-21 at Goshen 
fairground.

More on spring plant 
selection in next month’s 
column. If you have any 
questions regarding 
spring planting, please 
send them to dee@
theungardener.com

Dee Salomon “un-
gardens” in Litchfield 
County. 

...ungardener Continued from previous page

Bowman’s Root in Page Dickey’s garden.

PHOTO BY DEE SALOMON
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	 MARCH 9
Movie & Soup: “The Quiet 

Man”
Copake Grange, 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y.

From 3:30 to 7 p.m., 
in celebration of St. 
Patrick’s Day, the Grange 
Classic Film Series will 
present “The Quiet Man,” 
a 1952 romantic comedy-
drama directed and 
produced by John Ford 
and starring John Wayne, 
Maureen O’Hara and 
Barry Fitzgerald. Stay 
after the movie for soup, 
salad, bread and dessert. 
Vegetarian options will 
be available. Movie 
admission is by donation. 
Dinner is $10.

	 MARCH 10
Academy Awards 

Viewing Party
The Triplex Cinema, 70 
Railroad St., Great Barrington, 
Mass. thetriplex.org

The Triplex Cinema will 
host a viewing party to 
watch the 96th Academy 
Awards on the big screen. 
The party begins on 
March 10 at 6 p.m. with 
red carpet coverage 
followed by the telecast 
at 7 p.m.

The party will feature a 
number of special events 
including a prize for 
best costume, based on 
a character from one 
of the nominated films; 
wood-oven pizza from 
Sheffield-based Roberto’s 
Pizza; pre-show trivia 
contest with prizes; 
and an Oscar ballot 
competition with prizes. 
The event is free with 
a suggested donation 
of $10. Reservations 
are recommended and 
can be made at www.
thetriplex.org

	 MARCH 15
Sourdough Bread Contest

Dewey Memorial Hall, 91 Main 
St., Sheffield, Mass.

Dewey Hall will hold a 
sourdough bread-baking 
competition from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. on March 
15. Bakers will enter 
two full-size loaves of 
bread, one for tasting/
judging and one to be 
raffled off. Attendees 
will be invited to sample 
the loaves along with 
complementary cheese 
boards from Rubiner’s 
Cheesemongers and 
beverages provided 
by DARE Bottleshop. 
Attendees will also have 
the opportunity to win 
loaves and other prizes 
via a raffle. The cost is 
$15 for bakers, who must 
register by Monday, 
March 11, at forms.gle/
iPtR47RiMbUmpSeN8. 
Spectators may purchase 
tickets for $30 each at 
secure.givelively.org/
event/dewey-memorial-
hall-inc/sourdough-
bread-contest-2024 

	 MARCH 7
Red Cross Blood Drive

UCC Parish House, 8 Bolton 
Hill Road, Cornwall, Conn.

A Red Cross blood 
drive will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. To schedule an 
appointment, call 
1-800-RedCross or visit 
redcrossblood.org

Ukraine Two Years Later
The Hotchkiss School, 11 
Interlaken Road, Lakeville, 
Conn. hotchkiss.org

On March 7 from 5 
to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Hotchkiss School's main 
building, juniors Ira Buch 
'25 and Oleh Shtunder 
'25 of Ukraine will mark 
the second anniversary 
of Russia's invasion at 
a reception featuring 
an exhibit of recent 
photos from Ukraine. 
The students will offer 
remarks at 5:30 p.m.

Oleh and Ira's images, 
taken by friends and 
family at home in 
Ukraine, illustrate 
the war's impact on 
Ukrainian children 
and specifically the 
devastation to their 
schools. Guests will have 
an opportunity to learn 
more about restoring 
access to education in 
Ukrainian communities 
through savED, an 
international nonprofit 
supporting local 
educational initiatives.

Refreshments will be 
served at the reception 
for which RSVPs are 
requested at bit.ly/ 
48wHNR0 or by emailing 
clburchf@hotchkiss.org. 
The Hotchkiss School is 
located at 11 Interlaken 
Road, Lakeville.

Free Screening of “The 
Goonies”
Stissing Center for Arts and 
Culture, 2950 Church St., Pine 
Plains, N.Y.

A free screening of “The 
Goonies” will take place 
at 7 p.m. on March 7. 
With brothers Mikey 
(Sean Astin) and Brand’s 
(Josh Brolin) house 
slated for demolition by 
greedy land developers, 
the boys decide their 
only hope lies in finding a 
long-lost treasure.

	 MARCH 8
Dance Workshops & 

Performance
Battell Chapel, 12 Village 
Green, Norfolk, Conn.

Garet&Co dance 
company will host 
two dance workshops 
on March 8. The first, 
“What Is Contemporary 
Dance?”, will take place 
from 4 to 5 p.m. and is an 
absolute beginner class. 
Join Garet to learn the 
basics of contemporary 
dance, a discussion of 
what dance can be, and 
movement material 
that will feel goo for 
everybody.

From 5 to 6 p.m., 
a “Contemporary 
Storytelling” class 
is for dancers of 
many ages and levels 
and will include an 
improvisational warmup.

Garet&Co will be 
performing “Interior” 
Saturday, March 9, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m.

There is a $15 suggested 
donation for classes, 
and tickets for the 
performance are $20. For 
more information, class 
registration and tickets, 
go to garetwierdsma.com

  

Name the Millerton 150th 
Celebration!
Millerton, N.Y.

The Village of Millerton 
is going to be celebrating 
150 years in 2025. It 
is looking for help in 
naming the weeklong 
celebration. If you have 
a suggestion, visit docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSd4rpOeLe_4
Pz8A1959aSgrvy3YAa
SlAQYfqQJaHojPKjHT
_g/viewform to let them 
know. Submissions must 
be entered by 5 p.m. on 
March 8 to be considered.

Salisbury Forum
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, 246 Warren 
Turnpike Road, Falls Village, 
Conn.

On March 8 at 7 p.m. 
at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School, 
Salisbury Forum presents 
"Age of Danger: Keeping 
America Safe in an Era 
of New Superpowers, 
New Weapons, and 
New Threats" with 
authors Thom Shanker 
and Andrew Hoehn 
interviewed by Alex 
Ward, former editorial 
director at NYTimes 
Books.

“Oppenheimer” 
Screening and Talk
Kent Memorial Library, 32 
North Main St., Kent, Conn. 
kentmemoriallibrary.org

On Friday, March 8, 
the Kent Memorial 
Library will screen 
“Oppenheimer” at 6 
p.m. Then, on Sunday, 
March 9, at 2 p.m., the 
Library will host “The 
Oppenheimer Legacy: 
Nuclear Threats, 
Deterrence, and Arms 
Control in Today’s 
World.”

On the eve of the 
Oscars’ consideration 
of the movie, the Kent 
Memorial Library, in 
association with the 
James A. Garfield Center 
for Public Leadership 
at Hiram College, 
will host an event to 
discuss current nuclear 
challenges. The guest of 
honor for the discussion 
is John A. Lauder, one 
of the founders of the 
Garfield Center. 

Both events are free but 
require registration at 
kentmemoriallibrary.org/
programs-for-adults/
events-calendar

Millbrook Fire Department 
Bingo Night
Millbrook Fire Department, 20 
Front St., Millbrook, N.Y.

Doors open at 5 p.m. 
Bingo starts at 7 p.m. 
Food and drinks can be 
purchased. No outside 
food or drinks allowed. $5 
admission, 50/50 raffle at 
6:45 p.m. Eighteen years 
of age or older to enter 
or play.
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Queen Sets from $399

All Sizes Available
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During the darkest 
days of the pan-
demic, Shemekia 

Copeland’s anthem “Ain’t 
Got Time For Hate” was 
a balm to the chaos. 

The song, a rallying 
cry for equality, justice 
and peace, got frequent 
airplay on 98.1 KZE, 
an independent radio 
station whose motto is 
“Celebrating musical 
diversity in the Litchfield 
Hills, the Berkshires, and 
the mid-Hudson Valley.” 

As the daughter of 
legendary Texas Blues 
guitarist and singer John-
ny Copeland, she comes 
from blues royalty and 
has spent a lifetime hon-
ing her craft. Copeland 
grew up around music 
and first stepped onstage 
with her father at the age 
of 8 in her native Harlem. 
By the age of 18, she’d 
recorded her first album 
with the seminal blues 
label Alligator Records. 

Since then, she’s 
recorded 10 albums, 
worked with produc-
ers Steve Cropper and 
Dr. John, earned eight 
Blues Music Awards 
and received multiple 
Grammy nominations. 
She’s sung with Bonnie 
Raitt, Keith Richards, 
Carlos Santana, Dr. John 
and James Cotton, and 
shared a bill with The 
Rolling Stones. She’s 
also performed with B.B. 
King, Mick Jagger, Buddy 
Guy, Trombone Shorty, 
Gary Clark Jr. and others 
at the White House for 
the Obamas. She earned 
the respect of soul leg-
end Mavis Staples and 
was given Koko Taylor’s 
crown as the New Queen 
of the Blues by Taylor’s 
daughter, Cookie. 

Her most recent 
Alligator Records release 
is “Done Come Too Far,” 
whose title suggests 
forging ahead rather 
than turning back. In 

her music, Copeland 
continues to explore her 
vision of America as a 
Black woman, a mother 
and an observant artist. 
She doesn’t shy away 
from difficult issues that 
plague America such as 
racism, hatred and gun 
violence, but she appeals 
to unity rather than be-
ing divisive. 

“The country seems 
incredibly polarized 
when I watch TV. But 
when people come to my 
shows, we try to forget 
all that. I’d like people to 
just come together and 
share in the one we all 
have in common, our 
love of music and a good 
time. Forget the news, 
let’s party,” she said. 

Copeland recorded 
“Done Come Too Far” 
in Nashville with mu-
sician-songwriter Will 
Kimbrough, who pro-
duced her two previous 
albums. The album 
features stellar slide 
work by guitarist Sonny 
Landreth as well as a 
country-blues duet with 
Cedric Burnside, grand-
son of legendary Mis-
sissippi blues musician 
R.L. Burnside. The album 
also features Hammond 
organ by Charles Hodg-
es, whose tones adorn 
records by Al Green. 

About her current 
record, she said: “‘Done 
Come Too Far’ is the last 
album in a trilogy that 
looks at America today 
and tries to figure out 
where we are and where 
we’re going. It’s direct, 
honest, and doesn’t pull 
any punches but essen-
tially optimistic. And it 
rocks like hell.” 

Whether collaborat-
ing with renowned blues 
musicians or appealing 
to her audiences, Cope-
land knows that music 
has the power to unify. 

“I really believe music 
can be an antidote to 

Shemekia Copeland brings 
the blues to Norfolk March 14

MUSIC: MIKE COBB

all the hate that’s going 
around,” she said. “It’s 
hard to hate when you’re 
busy singing and danc-
ing. There’s no better 
vehicle to convey love 
than a song.” 

Inevitably, Copeland 
performs for people of 
different political per-
suasions as she tours the 
country that is increas-
ingly divided. So how 
does she bring people 
together through music?

“There’s a very fine 
line between encour-
aging people to remain 
positive and lecturing,” 
she said. “Nobody likes 
a lecture. And I’m an en-
tertainer, so my first job 
is to give people a good 
time. I think I’m fortu-
nate in that the writers I 
work with really under-
stand that.” 

Now coming out of a 
long hibernation, Infinity 
Hall Norfolk is lucky to 
have Copeland grace its 
stage Thursday, March 
14. She said: “I’ll be sing-
ing songs from through-
out my career. You’ll get 
to meet me, know my 
family dance, laugh, cry, 
laugh and dance again. 
And think about us. You 
and me. The way we real-
ly are, not the characters 
you see on TV.” 

Tickets can be pur-
chased at Infinity Hall’s 
website: www.infinityhall.
com

"She’s recorded 
10 albums, 
worked with 
producers Steve 
Cropper and 
Dr. John, earned 
eight Blues Music 
Awards and 
received multiple 
Grammy 
nominations. "
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real EstateHELP WANTED
CARPENTER’S, CARPEN-

TER’S HELPERS AND LA-
BORERS: positions avail-
able. Will train the ambi-
tious. Must be reliable and 
have own transportation. 
All work is in the Sharon, 
Lakeville, Cornwall area. Call 
860-309-5290.

FULL-TIME BOOKKEEPING 
POSITION AVAILABLE: 
Monday-Friday 9-5. Must 
be proficient in QuickBooks 
and Microsoft Office. Indi-
vidual must be organized, 
work independently and 
reliable. Please call 860-
824-9955 ext. 105 for more 
information or email resume 
to amy@lamricaccounting.
com.

WAREHOUSE/SHIPPER: 
wanted full time M-F 8 am to 
4:30 pm in a friendly work-
ing environment. Training 
provided, no experience 
necessary. Must be able to 
lift 50 lbs. Call Mike 800-245-
8222 Sharon, CT.

All-STAR TRANSPORTATION 
A Member of the ST A Family 

WE ARE HIRING! 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS 
IN REGION ONEI 
Kent, Lakeville, North Canaan, Cornwall, Sharon, & Falls Village 

• Bring Your Children to Work with You
• Be Home When Your Children Are
• No School Bus Experience Necessary
• Part-Time Schedule
• Paid Training Program
• Fulfilling Career

QUALIFICATIONS 
• At least 21 years old
• Driver's license for at least 3 years
• Pass background check, drug screen & DOT physical

www .All-Star Transportation.com/Application 

SNOWEX RD 7’6” REGULAR-DUTY  
STEEL STRAIGHT BLADE SNOW PLOW  

(IN SHARON, CT) - Asking $4,500

FOR PERSONAL PLOWING OR LIGHT DUTY  
COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING JOBS  

USING HALF-TON PICKUPS

LIKE NEW • USED ONLY TWICE • STORED IN GARAGE  
PURCHASED IN 2021 FOR $6,000

*COMPLETE WITH ALL HARDWARE,
LIGHTS & WIRING TO BE MOUNTED ON A FORD F150

 AVAILABLE FOR P/U IN LOCAL AREA 
 CASH OFFER

CONTACT FOR MORE INFO:
RON @ (845) 797-6872  

EMAIL: FORTHELOVEOFANIMALS330@GMAIL.COM

LIVE VIRTUAL FACTORY TOUR 
Wednesday, March 13, 2024 

5:30 pm

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER / BUILDER DA-
VID VALYOU: Canaan CT. 
Renovations & Repairs of Old 
homes and Barns, Historic 
restoration, remodel, handy 
man services, painting, 
masonry-tile-landscaping. 
20 years + serving tri-state 
area. Licensed and insured.
davidvalyou@yahoo.com.

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com

CLEANING SERVICE: Do 
you need help cleaning 
your house? Let me help 
you!! I’m reliable, honest, 
experienced and thor- ough. 
I offer weekly, bi-weekly 
or monthly services. Call, 
Text me at 413-717-0557 or 
send me an email at casa-
scleaning959 @gmail.com. 
References available upon 
request.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

IT SUPPORT (COMPUTER 
HELP): Craig Cornell. (860) 
946-9390. craig.cornell@
icloud.com.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

SERGIO HOME SERVICES: 
Saves you time and effort on 
car washing. We come to you 
to provide a complete car 
wash service. Available on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. 203-
826-4744 or 203- 207-1330.

FARM 
PRODUCTS

FARM RETIREMENT: All 
kinds of hay available for 
horses or cattle. Delivered 
or picked up. Call 518-929-
3480.

BUILDING 
MATERIALS

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 

REAL ESTATE
:intention to make any such 

preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 

REAL ESTATE
:rental of a dwelling that 

indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

FIREWOOD, 
WOOD STOVES

SEASONED FIREWOOD: 
Fully seasoned. Mix of hard-
woods. $300 cord, $175 half 
cord. Free delivery within 
10 miles of town center in 
Sharon. 860-364-0142.

WANTED
SEEKING 1,000+ SQUARE 

FEET OF RETAIL SPACE: in 
Lakeville or Salisbury. Must 
have main road frontage. 
Please email ifitfloats@
icloud.com.

AT T E N T I O N  CO N -
TRACTORS / HOME-
OWNERS: 1300 BF of 
prime cherry, rough 
sawn 5/4” thickness, 
(some 1/4 sawn) Ran-
dom widths 6” to 15”, 10’ 
lengths +/- Air dried 4.5 
yrs. $4.50/BF. Call Tom 
@ 860-307-8142.

SALISBURY, CT  860-435-2200

TWIN LAKE LIVING
2,665 sq.ft. • .74 Acres • 5 BR • 3 FB • 1 HB

SALISBURY, CT. Indulge in moments of serenity on the expansive front 
porch both for dining and lounging where panoramic views of the lake and 
mountains. Step inside to unveil a seamless flow of living spaces, where an 
open-concept layout and gourmet kitchen, anchored by a charming stone 
wood-burning fireplace, create an inviting ambiance for gatherings and re-
laxation. With deeded lake access just steps away from your backyard, every 
day feels like a vacation in this move-in-ready sanctuary.
Web# EH5301 Elyse Harney Morris/John Panzer  $1,495,000

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate
HarneyRealEstate.com
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Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company offers 

free online subscriptions to our websites, 

www.lakevillejournal.com and www.

millertonnews.com, for active duty military 

personnel from the Tri-state region. For more 

information or to set up a subscription, contact 

Sandra Lang at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

Print Subscription
Includes Free Online Access!

$10 monthly
in county | $12.25 outside county

In Print & Online | Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
lakevillejournal.com | millertonnews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850  •  aureliopacay1@gmail.com

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

Real Estate
To view all the news and 

Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News each 

week, go to our websites at  
www.lakevillejournal.com  

and  
www.millertonnews.com

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LARGE SUNNY STUDIO 
APARTMENT: furnished, 
with washer and dryer. 
$1100.00 plus utilities. Ref-
erences required. Call 860-
318-5188, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

SHARON, ONE BEDROOM, 
FULLY FURNISHED: sec-
ond floor apartment with 
private entrance. Suitable 
for 1-2 mature adults. $1300 
monthly (includes electrici-
ty) plus Cable, Internet and 
Oil Heat. First and last month 
required. No pets. Text or call 
860-248-1331.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

RENTAL-SHARON:3B/2.5B 
Overlooking private lake. 
Available 5/15/24. Monthly/
Yearly: 860-309-4482.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

LAND AND RENTALS: UNIQUE LAND OFFERINGS ARE MY SPECIALTY;  
RENTALS ARE ALSO WANTED FOR SUMMER, SEASONAL, OR YEAR ROUND TERMS.

MY RENTAL INVENTORY IS BASICALLY GONE;  IF YOU ARE AN OWNER, AND WANT TO DISCUSS A RENTAL YOU 
MIGHT HAVE AVAILABLE, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ROBIN LEECH TO DISCUSS WHAT YOU MIGHT HAVE.

5.9 Acres, trout stream, view, private, Walk-to-village 
convenience. Asking $450,000

16.5 acres, 2 tax lots, allowing adjustable boundary 
lines, wooded, town water connectible; limited to  
3 or fewer home sites. Asking $750,000

UNIQUE CENTER OF  SALISBURY LAKEVILLE
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