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Paws and feet  
hit the street for  
Run and Wag 5K

BD intensifies syringe output 
to meet U.S. demand amid 
China quality concerns

PHOTO PROVIDED

BD’s North Canaan plant has increased its output of syringes by 
more than 40% to meet the needs of U.S. healthcare customers 
after the FDA launched an ongoing investigation into quality 
issues with plastic syringes made in China. 

PHOTO BY L. TOMAINO

Brittany Telke and Mazikeen, winners in the women’s category 
of the team of dog and person at the Little Guild’s Run and Wag 
5K. Their time was 19 minutes, two seconds. It was their fourth 
win at the event. 

Tree clearing turns heads on  
Route 44 as construction continues

By Jennifer Almquist

NORFOLK — Five months into 
Project 97-95, the Connecticut De-
partment of Transportation (DOT) 
construction to replace existing re-
taining walls and stabilize the slope 
along the north side of the road for 
the safety of Route 44 in Norfolk, 
Connecticut, area residents have 
new concerns. 

PHOTO BY THOMAS K. CARLEY

Swaths of trees have been cleared from the hillside along Route 
44 entering Norfolk.

By Debra A. Aleksinas

NORTH CANAAN — Becton, 
Dickinson and Company (BD) has 
ramped up its production of sy-
ringes at its North Canaan plant in 
response to quality issues with plas-
tic syringes imported from China 
which were uncovered late last year 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA).

BD, a leading global medical 
technology company and North-
west Connecticut’s largest employer, 
responded to the FDA’s recommen-
dation that consumers, healthcare 
providers and healthcare facilities 
transition away from plastic syring-
es made in China by increasing its 
domestic manufacturing of syringes 
at the company’s Connecticut and 
Nebraska facilities.

Since January, BD’s 
385,000-square-foot North Ca-

naan plant has increased its output 
of syringes “by over 40% to meet the 
needs of U.S. healthcare customers,” 
according to Fallon McLoughlin, di-

rector of public relations and corpo-
rate communications for the Frank-
lin Lakes, N.J.-based company.

“BD has achieved this increase 
by driving operational efficiencies 
and relocating some production 
lines from other BD plants,” said 
McLoughin.

  “We’ve added over 100 full-time 
associates in the last year, and cur-
rently have more than 500 full-time 
associates and nearly 50 contingent 
associates,” she said of the North Ca-
naan site, which began its operations 
in 1961 with eight employees at a 
25,000-square-foot facility.

BD draws its employees from 
throughout Northwest Connecticut 
and neighboring New York.

McLaughlin noted that its Con-
necticut plant primarily manufac-
tures small-size syringes, and sy-
ringe and needle combination prod-
ucts that are “critical to the delivery 
of healthcare.”

Operations take place around the 

First round of grant 
money awarded for 
high-speed internet

By Alec Linden

Several towns in the Northwest 
Corner are poised to receive a boost 
to their broadband infrastructure 
due to a recent set of grants admin-
istered by the Department of Ener-
gy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP). 

In a joint press release on Oct. 
11, Governor Ned Lamont (D) and 
DEEP Commissioner Katie Dykes 
announced that $28 million in 
funds will be allocated to 88 munic-

ipalities under the first round of the 
state’s ConneCTed Communities 
Grant Program.

Because award money will be 
distributed to internet service pro-
viders (ISPs) and not the towns 
themselves, towns had to partner 
with providers to be eligible for 
the grants. Locations in Norfolk, 
Salisbury and Falls Village are set 
to benefit from Comcast Commu-
nications’ awarded funds, while 

SWSA jumper takes 
talents to next level

By Robin Rorabak 

SALISBURY — Islay Sheil, 
tenth grader at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School (HVRHS) 
and Lakeville resident, has joined 
the long tradition of ski jumping 
in Salisbury. 

Salisbury’s tradition of ski 
jumping began in 1925 when the 
Satre brothers, John, Olaf, and 
Magnus immigrated from Nor-
way and brought ski jumping and 
cross-country skiing with them. Ac-
cording to local legend, one broth-
er demonstrated by skiing off the 
roof of a barn. They established the 
Salisbury Outing Club which later 
became the Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association (SWSA). The first ski 

PHOTO BY ROBIN RORABACK

Islay Sheil, sophomore at 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, is an up and com-
ing ski jumper with Salisbury 
Winter Sports Association.  

By Robin Roraback

CORNWALL — A beautiful 
autumn day welcomed dogs and 
people to Little Guild’s 11th annu-
al Run and Wag 5K in Cornwall 
Village. 

In a fair-like atmosphere of live 
music played by Relatively Sound, 
food trucks and booths with local 

goods, people and dogs gathered 
before the race set off at noon. 

Jenny Langendoerfer, Executive 
Director of Little Guild, an animal 
shelter in Cornwall, explained that 
the Run and Wag 5K is one of their 
main fund-raising events. “We have 
to raise seventy five percent of our 
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In The Journal this week

Online This Week
LIFE STAR helicopter visits Cornwall
Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department’s open house 
got a special visit from the flying medic crew from 
Meriden. Video on Instagram @lakevillejournal 

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. 
All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Car collides with downed 
tree, damages other 

vehicle
On the evening of Oct. 14, 

Rebecca Ackerman of North 
Adams, Massachusetts, was 
driving a 2012 Nissan Altima 
southbound on Route 7 in 
Sharon during stormy condi-
tions when she collided with 
a downed tree in the road. 
Debris from the collision 
impacted a second vehicle, 
a Mercedez Benz GLC 300 
operated by Robert Weir of 
Danbury, which sustained 
minor damage to the front 
end and was able to drive 
from the scene. The Altima 
was disabled and had to be 
towed. The operator of the 
Altima was found to be at 
fault for the damage to the 
other vehicle, and was issued 
a written warning for operat-
ing a motor vehicle without 
a license. 

Man arrested for escape 
A Torrington man, John 

Pappajohn, was served an 
arrest warrant for Escape 
in the First Degree at GA-4 
in Waterbury on Oct. 15. 
Pappajohn had evaded a 
parole-required appearance 
in September, and a warrant 
for his arrest was issued on 
Sept. 10. On Oct. 15, he was 
processed by state police and 
was scheduled to appear at 
G.A. 18 in Torrington on 
Oct. 16.

Vehicle strikes tree
Just before midnight on 

Oct. 16, a 2008 Subaru For-
ester operated by Allison 
Palmer of Terryville was 
traveling south on Music 
Mountain Road in Canaan 
and lost control of the ve-
hicle navigating a curve at 
a high speed. The vehicle 
struck a tree and came to 
an uncontrolled rest on the 
northbound embankment of 
the road, suffering disabling 
damage. Palmer sustained 
laceration wounds and was 
transported to Sharon Hospi-
tal. She was issued a warning 
for traveling too fast.              

Car strikes guardrail,  
flees scene

On Oct. 16, Helmut Leh-
mann of Lakeville was driv-
ing a 2015 Ford Fusion west-
bound on Route 112 just east 
of Route 41 in Salisbury. A 
2007 Mitsubishi FG, operat-
ed by Jimenez Hernandez of 
Canaan, was two cars behind 
the Fusion, and attempted to 
pass both vehicles, striking 
the driver’s side of the Fu-
sion. No injuries were report-
ed, and the operators were 
able to drive their vehicles 
from the scene after exchang-
ing information. Hernandez 
was found to be at fault and 
was issued an infraction for 
unsafe passing.

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal.com

By Alec Linden

COLEBROOK — A 
dozen or so people ambled 
across the concrete and stone 
behemoth of the Colebrook 
River Dam under a crisp au-
tumn sky on the morning of 
Saturday, Oct. 5 while a bald 
eagle circled overhead, occa-
sionally divebombed by an 
angry avian neighbor. It was 
one of the final Housatonic 
Heritage Walks of the season, 
and the topic was floods.

“As a Corps, we’ve gotten 
away from saying flood pre-
vention because it’s just not 
realistic to prevent floods,” 
said Natural Resource Spe-
cialist James Jylkka of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, New England Dis-
trict. He clarified that the 
Corps uses the terms “flood 
risk management” or “flood 
mitigation” because, as Jylk-
ka said, “If there’s a major 
event like there was in ’55, 
there’s going to be damage 
downstream.”

The event in question was 
the quick succession of two 
hurricanes, Connie and Di-
ane, in August of 1955 which 
devastated interior New En-
gland, especially Northwest 
Connecticut. According to 
the National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS), the event was so 
destructive because the first 
storm, Connie, saturated the 
ground, which Diane then 
dumped up to 20 inches of 
rain on top of a week later. 
It was a very similar set up 
to that which caused the 
catastrophic flooding in the 
Southeast from Hurricane 
Helene in September.

According to the NWS, 
Connecticut suffered the big-
gest losses from that event in 
New England, with 77 lives 
lost and over 350 million 
dollars in property damage. 
Matthew Coleman, opera-
tions manager of the Nau-
gatuck River Basin with the 
Corps, maintained that ma-
jor flooding from large hur-
ricanes during the 1930s and 
1950s was the major impetus 
behind the Corps reservoir 
program in New England. 
Coleman and Jylkka con-
firmed that the Colebrook 
River Dam, which stops up 

Dam walk yields views and warnings

Colebrook River Lake (and 
hides the now-submerged 
lost village of Colebrook 
River), was built as a result 
of the 1955 floods. The dam 
was finished in 1969.

Jylkka was careful to 
point out that floods and 
storms are contextual. The 
dam regulates its water level 
throughout the year – on the 
day of the outing, the water 
was quite low, which is typ-
ical Jylkka said – and so if a 
storm like 1955’s that arrived 
in fall when the water was 
low, it might not have such 
disastrous impacts. Should 
it arrive in spring with high 
water, it could be devastat-
ing.

“It doesn’t take a major 
hurricane to cause this dev-
astation,” he said, referring to 
the events of 1955. “It’s site 
specific and context specific.”

An example of this was 
the flooding along the Lit-
tle River in August which 
claimed three lives and 
wreaked havoc upon the 
town of Oxford and down-
stream municipalities. The 
flooding resulted not from a 
hurricane, but from a series 
of slow moving, drenching 
thunderstorms that dropped 
enough precipitation that 
many thought the storms 
might have overtaken Di-
ane’s current record for 24-
hour rainfall. After review, 
Diane still holds the record, 
but the damage from the 
storms remains — Route 34 
in Oxford only reopened on 
Oct. 16, nearly two months 
after the floods.

Coleman said that the 

stretch of river which flood-
ed in August is not under 
the Corps’ management – 
on that day, “our reservoirs 
did do their jobs.” However, 
Jylkka maintained that wa-
terways are complex systems, 
and many watersheds are not 
under the Corps’ manage-
ment. Many reservoirs are 

managed by drinking water 
firms who like to keep the 
reservoirs full, thus making 
them flood prone, Jylkka 
said. Even flooding in Ver-
mont could have impacts in 
the Northwest Corner, he 
said.

For their part, the Corps 
has “a laundry list of strin-
gent requirements” that keep 
their watersheds very well 
managed, Jylkka said. Cole-
man assured that the Corps 
has “a whole team of profes-
sionals on the ground in the 
New England District,” both 
doing boots on the ground 
maintenance and operation 
alongside a team of engineers 
monitoring weather and flow 
conditions. 

As climate change brings 
wetter and wilder storms to 
the region, Jylkka suggested 
that residents “be smart and 
be prepared – It is more criti-
cal than ever for people to be 
aware of their surroundings.”

Coat drive to benefit FISH
SALISBURY — The 

Middle School Chorus 
class at Salisbury Central 
School has organized a 
collection of gently used 
coats, winter vests, hats, 
gloves and scarves to ben-
efit FISH Homeless Shelter 
(Friends in Service to Hu-
manity) of NWCT. 

All items can be 
dropped off during school 
hours in the front entrance 

of SCS Upper Building 
on Lincoln City Road in 
Lakeville, until Friday, 
Nov. 8. 

This community service 
project coincides with the 
SCS Student Food Drive 
to benefit the local food 
pantry.

For questions, please 
email: magyarmoose23@
gmail.com or ddicara@
fishnwct.org

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Natural Resource Specialist James Jylkka explains the 
mechanics of the dam.
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By Christine Bates

SALISBURY — Septem-
ber was another active month 
for property transfers in 
Salisbury with 12 residential 
and land transactions with a 
total value of over $12 million 
dollars. The median price of 
a single-family home adjust-
ed upwards to $925,000, just 
below Salisbury’s all-time 
high from September 2023 
of $935,000. Only four prop-
erties sold below $1,000,000 
and the remaining eight over 
$1,000,000. In September 
properties moved quickly 
reaching an all-time low of 
only 22 days on the market.

By mid-October there 
were 24 single family homes 
for sale in Salisbury with 16 
over $1,000,000.

Transactions
134 Wells Hill Road – 3 

bedroom/2 bath home sold 
by 134 Wells Hill Road LLC 
to Stepanie L. Magyar for 
$630,000.

Dugway Road – 2.28 acre 
building lot sold by John Ed-
mund and Elizabeth Dunn 

Salisbury real estate average 
value nears record highs

Sprague to Lemon Properties 
LLC for $162,500.

64 East Main Street – 2 
bedroom/2 bath home on 
leased land sold by Brian 
VanDeusen to Timothy Ad-
ams and Johanna Mann.

64 Wells Hill Road – 3 
bedroom/3 bath home on 
11.36 acres sold by Jan T. 
Hazard to Mary and Michael 
Ward for $1,575,000.

93 Wells Hill Road – 4 
bedroom/3.5 bath home with 
pool sold by Huimin Deng 
to Shannon-Tyree Brown for 
$1,908,000.

203 Interlaken Road – 4 
bedroom/2 full/2 half bath 
renovated barn style home 
built in 1900 sold by Shan-
non-Tyree Brown to Stephen 
Roth and Kaitlyn Joan Mor-
way for $2,800,000.

116 South Shore Road 
– Twin Lakes home with 4 
bedrooms/4 bath sold by 
Mary C. Hedman to James 
Esseks and Robert Ornstein 
for $2,420,000.

366 Lime Rock Road – 3 
bedroom/1 bath house sold 
by Lime Rock Ventures In-

corporated to Nathan Ste-
phens and Miriam Taylor 
for $272,000.

188 Farnum Road - 0.85 
acres of land sold by Cristin 
Gallup and David B. Rich to 
188 Farnum Road LLC for 
$200,000.

80 & 82 Long Pond Road 
– Two parcels of vacant land 
totaling 17.80 acres sold by 
Nicole C. Noya and Kenneth 
J. Fields to Catherine Cusack 
for $685,000.

283 Indian Mountain 
Road — 4 bedroom/4.5 bath 
home on 4.53 acres sold by 
Joyce Finkelstein to Ian B. 
and Katherine Cahn-Fuller.

* Town of Salisbury real 
estate transfers recorded as 
sold between Sept. 1, 2024, 
and Sept. 30, 2024, provided 
by the Salisbury Town Clerk. 
Transfers without consider-
ation are not included. Cur-
rent market data courtesy of 
SmartMLS and InfoSparks. 
Compiled by Christine Bates, 
Real Estate Salesperson with 
William Pitt Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, Licensed in 
CT and NY.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

This converted barn at 203 Interlaken Road in Lakeville was originally built in 
in 1900 according to town records. The five acre plus property includes luxury 
finishes and 145 feet of frontage on Lake Wononskopomuc.

By Alec Linden

SALISBURY — Altered 
plans were presented to the 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission Oct. 16 at the third 
round of a public hearing to 
redevelop the Wake Robin 
Inn.

“Not one of these changes 
downsizes the enormity of 
this project,” said Lakeville 
resident Darryl Peck, encap-
sulating much of the public 
response to the amended 
plans.

Representatives of the 
applicant (Aradev LLC), led 
primarily by landscape ar-
chitect Mark Arigoni of SLR 
Consulting, presented an 
updated development plan 
for the property. The changes 
were intended to address and 
respect concerns from the 
public and from P&Z voiced 
at the first two meetings of 
the public hearing.

Major changes to the de-
sign included moving the 
pool and spa, previously 
intended to be installed ad-
jacent to Wells Hill Road, 
further back on the proper-
ty, closer to the existing Inn 
site. Cottages, which were to 
be built elsewhere, will take 
the place of the pool and spa 
alongside the road in the re-
vised schema.

The new events barn, 
which will house a casual 
restaurant, was downsized 
“by about 20%” from a 200 
person maximum occupancy 
to 125, according to Arigoni. 
Other measures in the report 

Wake Robin applicants 
revise proposal; 
neighbors remain 
opposed to renovation

included a tree health survey 
meant to inform a preserva-
tion plan, reducing nighttime 
operating hours, installing a 
curfew on events, stringent 
volume control rules for 
outdoor music and runoff 
infrastructure.

P&Z reacted positively to 
the updated plan, with secre-
tary Martin Whalen saying, 
“It looks like a much better 
plan than the one they had 
before.” P&Z vice chair Cathy 
Shyer said. “I do think it is 
better, and I think it respond-
ed to a lot of the neighbors’ 
concerns.” “Tremendous job,” 
added commission member 
Robert Riva.

“I certainly think it’s a 
big improvement,” said P&Z 
chair Michael Klemens — “at 
least the commission thinks 
this is a big improvement.”

The public was less en-
thusiastic, citing continued 
concerns from earlier meet-
ings of the hearing including 
noise and light pollution, in-
creased traffic, doubts about 
the town’s sewage capacity, 
parking (both too much and 
too little), and aesthetic and 
cultural issues.

Several neighbors asked 
how the measures described 
by the applicant to control 
crowds and noise will be 
enforced. Resident Andy 
Plesser suggested that the 
events barn will be too big 
to police the stated 125 per-
son limit. Fellow resident 
Peck entertained the idea 
of having a police presence 
at events to enforce limita-

tions – “Perhaps, if that were 
a requirement, this project is 
completely wrong for Lakev-
ille,” he said.

The biggest complaints 
seemed to be about the size 
of the project, and the effects 
such a development would 
have on the town.

“The project is overscaled 
for the neighborhood,” said 
resident David Bright. Pless-
er agreed, saying, “the project 
is on a scale that’s unaccept-
able.”

“It’s out of character with 
the neighborhood,” said res-
ident Julie Norwell, echoing 
many other complaints about 
the impacts the development 
will have on the area.

There were also com-
plaints levied against P&Z 
itself, questioning conflict of 
interest in the Commission 
with the project. Resident 
Joe Costa requested that any 
commission members with 
personal ties to the applicant 
be recused from any vote that 
might impact the decision.

Not all public feedback 
was negative: 45 year Lakev-
ille resident Peter Oliver con-
tributed that “the applicants 
have done a fine job,” while 
Robin Leech said, “the plan 
is wonderful.”

The conversation is far 
from over: “There will be at 
least two other public hear-
ings on this,” said Klemens.

The next hearing will be 
conducted at the P&Z’s reg-
ular meeting on Nov. 18, with 
another following later in the 
month.
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Election Day: November 5th

Early Voting Now Until November 3rd

A PROVEN LEADER
• Chairs the Finance, Revenue & Bonding Committee - a powerful advocate
• Helped engineer the largest income tax cut in CT history
• Protected more retirement income from taxation
• Fought to protect access to rural healthcare, supported advocates to save  

maternity at Sharon Hospital
• Voted to strengthen reproductive rights
• Secured state funding to support the new medical clinic in North Canaan     

and the fi rehouse in Norfolk

Working for the Northwest Corner

Paid for by Maria Horn for 64, Daniel M. Gantt, treasurer. Approved by Maria Horn.

Proudly serving the 64th District towns of Cornwall, Falls Village, Goshen, Kent, Norfolk, 
North Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon and Washington

electmariahorn.com

Fought to protect access to rural healthcare, supported advocates to save  

Secured state funding to support the new medical clinic in North Canaan     

Working for the Northwest Corner

“It has been an honor to serve three terms as your representative in Hartford. 
I look forward to earning your vote in this election.” 
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By Riley Klein

LITCHFIELD — Incum-
bent State Senator Stephen 
Harding (R-30) and chal-
lenger Justin Potter (D) went 
toe-to-toe for approximately 
90 minutes Friday, Oct. 18.

The debate was hosted 
and moderated by the League 
of Women Voters of Litch-
field County and was held 
at Lakeview High School. 
Questions were submitted 
by the audience in advance.

The candidates spoke to 
the crowd throughout the 
evening and rarely directly 
addressed each other. Potter 
took a few jabs at Harding’s 
voting record, which Hard-
ing disputed, but otherwise 
the debate was cordial.

Overall, the two candi-
dates held relatively similar 
stances on the majority of 
topics, which included en-
ergy costs, illegal immigrant 
services, abortion, election 
security, energy solutions, 
taxes, the environment, ag-
riculture, small businesses 
and transgender athletes.

Affordable housing was 
a notable exception to their 
consensus. Harding recog-
nized a lack of affordable 
housing options but stated 
opposition to General Statute 
8-30G and the mandate on 

Harding meets Potter in debate for CT’s 30th
each town to designate 10% 
housing stock as affordable. 
He felt Hartford should not 
dictate local zoning policy. 
Potter supports increased 
state funding for housing 
solutions, including acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) 
incentives.

On energy, both opposed 
the Millstone nuclear power 
plant and the Brookfield nat-
ural gas compressor station. 
They both agreed that neither 
project would directly ben-
efit the Northwest Corner. 
Potter pointed to testimony 
that Harding gave in support 
of natural gas expansion and 
said Republicans supported 
the Millstone project. Hard-
ing stated he voted against 
Millstone and, while he does 
not support the Brookfield 
project, he remains open to 
natural gas as an energy re-
source.

They agreed managing 
energy costs is a top priori-
ty. Potter suggested the state 
should begin stabilizing 
utility rates with regulatory 
authority. Harding said state 
energy subsidies should be 
paid by the state budget in-
stead of added to residential 
electric bills.

Each candidate felt small 
businesses are the corner-
stone of the Northwest Cor-

ner’s community. Harding 
supports reducing ener-
gy rates, taxes and overall 
spending to benefit business 
owners. Potter said he wants 
to cut back on “the hurdles, 
the costs, the paperwork, the 
headaches.”

Both candidates ex-
pressed support for amend-
ing the state constitution to 
guarantee a woman’s right to 
an abortion and reproductive 
choices.

Both supported financial 
aid to agricultural businesses 
through tax incentives.

Both advocated for in-
creased funding to childcare 
and early childhood educa-

tion.
Both felt school sports 

should be segregated by bi-
ological sexual orientation.

Both stated Connecticut’s 
election process is secure and 
trustworthy.

Both said it is time for 
Connecticut to implement 
a hunting season for black 
bears to control the growing 
population.

Both supported com-
passionate care of undocu-
mented immigrants as mem-
bers of the community, but 
Harding stated immigration 
policy should be left to the 
federal government while 
Potter wanted to continue 
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Candidates for Connecticut’s 30th Senate District 
debated Friday, Oct. 19. Incumbent Republican Ste-
phen Harding (left) is running for his second term as 
state senator. Challenger Justin Potter (right) aims to 
be the first Democrat to win the 30th seat since 1979.

By Debra A. Aleksinas

LITCHFIELD — Voters 
in November’s election will 
decide if the state constitu-
tion should be amended to 
allow no-excuse absentee 
voting, thereby removing 
restrictions and allowing 
any voter to request a mail-
in ballot.

A program on the topic 
was presented by Denise 
Butwill, president of the 
League of Women Voters of 
Litchfield County and Jesse 
Hubbard, legislative director 
with the Office of the Secre-
tary of the State, at the Litch-
field Community Center on 
Wednesday, Oct. 16. 

During the hour-long fo-
rum, Hubbard gave a run-
down on the history of ballot 
measures and how constitu-
tional amendments make 
it to the ballot and fielded 
questions and concerns from 
attendees.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple who say we’re making a 
change to the state consti-
tution, and it takes people 
aback a bit,” noted Hubbard.

On the top of the ballot, 
voters are being asked to in-
dicate yes or no to the ques-
tion: “Shall the Constitution 
of the State be amended to 
permit the General Assembly 
to allow each voter to vote by 
absentee ballot?”

Voting “yes” authorizes 
the Connecticut General 
Assembly to write the law. 
Voting “no,” he said, keeps 
current law in place, requir-
ing one of the following 
six excuses: Active military 
service, absence from town 
of residence during voting 
hours, illness or physical 
disability, religious beliefs 
precluding secular activity on 
election day, or performance 
of duties as an election of-
ficial at a different polling 
place during voting hours.

Hubbard explained that 
29 states have adopted no-ex-
cuse absentee ballot voting 
and 14 states, including 
Connecticut, have excuse-re-
quired absentee ballot voting.

Several attendees ques-
tioned how town officials will 
be able to monitor the ballot 
boxes to ensure integrity of 
the votes, especially in light 

of a recent election fraud case 
in Bridgeport.

Hubbard noted that Pub-
lic Act 24-148 signed by Gov. 
Ned Lamont on June 6, 2024, 
made several updates to cur-
rent safeguards and enhances 
absentee ballot voting pro-
cesses.

“We are now requiring 
security cameras on drop 
boxes,” Hubbard said of the 
new surveillance measure. 
All towns must comply by 
July 1, 2025.

In addition, towns must 
retain the footage of the 
surveillance recordings for 
12 months and make them 
available to the public.

Either the voter or his or 
her designee, or an immedi-
ate family member (spouse, 
child, parent, sibling or de-
pendent relative who resides 
in voter’s household), can re-
turn the ballot by mail or at 
a drop box, noted Hubbard.

Additional safeguards re-
quire that town clerks must 
record on the outer envelope 
of returned absentee ballot 
how it was returned. In ad-
dition, said Hubbard, each 
application is to be marked 
with the year for which it is 
valid, prohibiting town clerks 
from providing or accepting 
absentee ballot applications 
without the applicable year 
noted.

What supporters, oppo-
nents have to say

In favor of the amend-
ment, State Senator Tony 
Hwang (R-28) said, “As we 
move forward, I wish we had 
ore collaboration of ideas, 
ideas that make our voting 
process better, more inclu-
sive, more transparent, more 
engaged.

“reasonable policy” in Con-
necticut.

In closing statements, 
both candidates advocated 
for bipartisanship and ex-
pressed goals of creating a 
viable future for the North-
west Corner’s next genera-
tion. Both men are fathers 
of children younger than 10.

“I believe [children] 
should be able to aspire to 
be police officers, teachers, 
nurses, artists or farmers and 
see a path to independence, 
raising up a family and retir-
ing comfortably right here in 
Northwestern Connecticut,” 
said Potter. “I’m looking for-
ward to getting to Hartford 
to create a more affordable 
and sustainable future for all 
of us.”

“What’s important to 
me is what goes on with 
our neighbors right here at 
home,” said Harding. “I be-
lieve in bipartisan solutions. 
I don’t care if it’s a Republican 
or Democrat idea or constit-
uent. I will always take your 
issue with the utmost im-
portance regardless of party 
affiliation because you’re a 
neighbor of mine and that’s 
why I do my job.”

Harding was elected state 

senator in 2022 and is run-
ning for his second term. 
Potter would be the first 
Democrat to win the 30th 
Senate District since Joseph 
Ruggiero in 1979.

In post-debate discus-
sions with audience mem-
bers, three Democrats shared 
their takeaways.

“Harding is the most hon-
est politician I’ve ever met,” 
said one self-proclaimed 
lifelong Democrat. He felt 
Harding won the debate for 
being more articulate in his 
answers.

Another Democrat found 
Harding’s opposition of G.S. 
8-30G to be problematic. She 
supported Potter’s stance 
on increased state funding 
to grow affordable housing 
stock in the Northwest Cor-
ner.

A third said she went in 
with an open mind and won-
dered if Harding would con-
vince her to vote red. After-
wards she was still undecided 
and wanted to do more re-
search on the nuanced issues.

Election Day is Tuesday, 
Nov. 5. Polling stations will 
open across the state for 14 
days of early voting begin-
ning Monday, Oct. 21.

Fate of no-excuse absentee voting to 
be decided on November ballot

State Senator Robert C. 
Sampson (R-16), who voted 
against the amendment, said, 
“We have to be able to trust 
those votes without question. 
I have some concerns about 
trying to move our voting 
process away from the way 
it’s been traditionally done 
where people vote on one 
specific day in person.

“In the last election we 
saw all campaigns across this 
state mailing ballot applica-
tions like crazy to people, and 
also sending out companion 
mail to say, ‘Yes, you can 
check the box for sickness. 
You can vote by absentee.’ It 
was a mess.”

How widely are absentee 
ballots used?

During the 2024 Presi-
dential Preference Primary, 
of the 111,791 votes cast, 
6,740 voted by absentee bal-
lot (6%), and 18,132 voted 
early (16%). During the 2023 
Municipal Election, of the 
741,831 votes cast, 48,366 
voted by absentee ballot 
(7%).

For the 2022 State Elec-
tion, of the 1,297,811 votes 
cast, 150,284 voted by absen-
tee ballot (12%), and during 
the 2020 Presidential Elec-
tion, which was a COVID 
year, out of 1,297,811 total 
votes, 659,370 people (35%) 
voted by absentee ballot.

“We saw a big boost” 
during COVID, said Hub-
bard. “People were told to 
stay in their homes and not 
to got to the polls that year.”

However, with no-excuse 
absentee voting, “the ballot 
will not be mailed without 
you requesting it. It will be 
mailed when you make that 
request,” the state official ex-

plained. 
Advocating for passage
Hubbard recommended 

that town officials educate 
voters about where the ques-
tion is located on the ballot.

“If you are working at the 
polls, do remind them it’s 
on the top,” said Hubbard. 
“There were times where 
people hadn’t known there 
was a question on the back, 
or didn’t bother to read the 
text on top.”

Early voting and confus-
ing language leads to defeat, 
the state official noted.

“Without understanding 
in full the question will often 
be ignored,” particularly if it 
has to do with taking an item 
out of the state constitution,” 
Hubbard explained.

One attendee asked why 
not just extend early voting 
to an entire month.

“The main reason is cost. 
It requires the town clerks 
to be there” during extend-
ed hours, said Hubbard. “It’s 
the legislature that chooses. 
We asked for less days, and 
we didn’t win that. We have 
election handlers in small 
towns who hadn’t heard from 
anyone for a couple of days,” 
during previous early voting 
sessions.

At the conclusion of the 
forum, Meredith Penfield, 
a member of the League of 
Women Voters of Litchfield 
County and long-time poll 
worker, expressed skepticism 
about no-excuse absentee 
ballot voting.

“Basically, I think you 
should show up in person 
to vote, and our economy 
should always allow work-
ers the time off to vote,” said 
Penfield.

PHOTO BY DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Denise Butwill, president of the League of Women Voters of Litchfield County, 
right, and Jesse Hubbard, legislative director with the office of the Secretary of the 
State, presented a program on no-excuse absentee voting Oct. 16 at the Litchfield 
Community Center. 
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LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

TAX COLLECTOR
TOWN OF

SALISBURY CT
Pursuant to Sec. 12-145 

of the Connecticut Statutes, 
the taxpayers of the Town 
of Salisbury are hereby 
notified that the second 
installment on the Grand 
List of October 1, 2023 is 
due and payable on October 
1, 2024. Payments must be 
received or postmarked by 
November 1, 2024. If said 
Real Estate and Personal 
Property taxes are not paid 
on or before November 1, 
2024 interest at the rate of 
1 (18% per year) will be 
added for each month or 
a fraction thereof which 
elapses from the time when 
such tax becomes due and 
payable until the same is 
paid. Minimum interest 
charge is $2.00.

Taxes can be paid by mail 
addressed to: Tax Collector, 
P.O. BOX 338, Salisbury CT 
06068 or at the Town Hall, 
27 Main Street, Salisbury 
CT. There is a drop box in 
the vestibule of the Town 
Hall which is available 
9am-4pm, Monday - Friday. 
Tax Office is open Mon, 
Wed, Fri, 9am-4pm, closed 
12:30pm-1:30pm.The Town 
is urging taxpayers to mail 
checks or use the option 
of paying by credit card or 
e-check. Please check the 
Town website salisburyct.us 
for additional information. 
Dated at Salisbury CT this 
16th day of September, 2024.

Jean F. Bell, CCMC
Tax Collector

09-19-24
10-03-24
10-24-24

Legal Notice
The Planning & Zoning 

Commission of the Town of 
Salisbury will hold a Public 
Hearing on Special Permit 
Application #2024-0266 
by Matt Schwairkert for a 
propane tank and generator 
in the Flood Plain Overlay 
District at 28 White Hollow 
Road, Lakeville, Map 28, 
Lot 22 per Section 401 
of the Salisbury Zoning 
Regulations. The hearing 
will be held on Monday, 
November 4, 2024 at 5:45 
PM. There is no physical 
location for this meeting. 
This meeting will be held 
virtually via Zoom where 
interested persons can listen 

to & speak on the matter. 
The application, agenda and 
meeting instructions will be 
listed at www.salisburyct.us. 
Written comments may be 
submitted to the Land Use 
Office, Salisbury Town Hall, 
27 Main Street, P.O. Box 548, 
Salisbury, CT or via email 
to landuse@salisburyct.
us. Paper copies may be 
reviewed Monday through 
Thursday between the hours 
of 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM.

 Salisbury Planning & 
Zoning Commission

Martin Whalen, Secretary
10-24-24
10-31-24

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury
Inland Wetlands 
& Watercourses 

Commission
Notice is hereby given 

that the following actions 
were taken by the Inland 
Wetlands & Watercourses 
Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury, Connecticut 
on October 15, 2024:

Approved - Application 
2024-IW-037 by owner Arek 
Bedros Feredjian for the 
construction of an addition 
on an existing stone house 
in the upland review area. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s map 
25 as lot 30 and is known as 
264 Taconic Road, Salisbury.

Exempt - Application 
2024-IW-042D by Robert 
Taylor for the construction 
of a farm storage building 
in the upland review area. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s map 05 
as lot 01 & 38 and is known as 
47 Dimond Road, Lakeville. 
The owner of the property 
is Taylor Farm Bolton LLC.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal this decision to 
the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §22a-43(a) 
& §8-8.

10-24-24

The deadline for legal notices is Friday 
at 4 p.m. for publication the following 
Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com
or mailed to The Lakeville Journal,  
ATTN: Legal Notices, PO Box 1688, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to www.tricornernews.com/
legalnotices to view current  
and past legal notices.
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OBITUARIES

Send obituaries 
to johnc@

lakevillejournal.com
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Worship Services
Week of October 27, 2024

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, November 10 at 10:30 a.m.

MMaarriioonn  WWiilllliiaammss  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt::      
HHOOWW  WWEE  LLIIVVEE  TTOOGGEETTHHEERR

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On the Green 

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
chabadNW.org

860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org
Rabbi Joseph & Mina Eisenbach 

A home away from home, a gathering place 
where unity is paramount. 

We are here for you, welcome to the family!

WINTER SCHEDULE
Sunday 10:30 AM - Hebrew School

Wednesday 8:00 PM - Parsha In My Life 
How The Weekly Portion Relates to ME!

Thursday 11:30 AM - Women’s Tea & Torah
Saturday 9:30 AM - Shabbat Services 
Followed by a Congregational Kiddush

Children’s Camp | Jewish Newspaper
Smiles on Seniors | Cteen | YJP

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.
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Gerald Wheeler
ANCRAMDALE — Ger-

ald Wheeler, 88, a lifelong 
area resident, died 
peacefully on Fri-
day, Oct. 18, 2024, 
at Sharon Hospi-
tal in Sharon. Mr. 
Wheeler worked 
for The Hotchkiss 
School in Lakev-
ille. He retired as 
the Supervisor of 
Housekeeping fol-
lowing a 46-year 
career at Hotchkiss, where he 
was loved and respected by 
the faculty and the students.

Born July 21, 1936 in Sha-
ron, he was the son of the 
late John Henry and Mar-
garet (Hanley) Wheeler. He 
was a graduate of Webutuck 
High School in Amenia. On 
March 11, 1956, in Millerton, 
he married the love of his life, 
Augusta Lee Hoyt. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wheeler shared over 
59-years of marriage. Mrs. 
Wheeler passed away on Jan. 
25, 2015.

Mr. Wheeler was an 
avid hunter and fisherman 
throughout his life. He en-
joyed driving in the stock 
car races at Lebanon Valley 
Speedway in West Lebanon, 
New York, and driving in the 
drag races at the Dover Drag 
Strip in Wingdale, New York 
for many years. In his spare 
time, he liked gardening 
and tending to lawn work at 
home with his beloved wife. 
For several years he was a 
parishioner at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Millerton and was 

also affiliated with the Dutch 
Reform Church in Gallatin, 

New York.
Mr. Wheel-

er is survived by 
two sons, Richard 
Wheeler and his 
partner Jenefer-
Shute of German-
town, New York, 
and John Wheeler 
and his wife Dana 
of Millerton; five 
grandchi ldren, 

Kae, Sean, Timothy, Ni-
cole and Adam; four great 
grandchildren and several 
nieces and nephews, and 
many friends. In addition 
to his parents and wife, Mr. 
Wheeler was predeceased 
by his son, Gerald Wheeler, 
and his grandson, Andrew 
Wheeler and three siblings.

Calling hours were held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
Scott D. Conklin Funeral 
Home, 37 Park Avenue, Mil-
lerton, New York, 12546. A 
funeral service took place on 
Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, at 
10 a.m. at the funeral home. 
Burial followed at Irondale 
Cemetery in Millerton. Me-
morial contributions may be 
made to the American Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society or to 
ALS United of Greater New 
York. To send an online con-
dolence to the family, flowers 
to the service or to plant a 
tree in Mr. Wheeler’s mem-
ory please visit www.conk-
linfuneralhome.com

Edwin McGhee
MILLERTON — Edwin 

McGhee, 92, of Millerton, 
passed away peace-
fully at home sur-
rounded by his lov-
ing wife and three 
daughters Monday, 
Oct. 14, 2024. Ed-
win was born June 
30, 1932 to Edwin 
and Agnes. He was 
raised in Millerton, 
alongside his sib-
lings, James and 
Henry. He graduated from 
Millerton Union Free, at-
tended SUNY Cobleskill and 
SUNY New Paltz, and served 
proudly in the Army in the 
artillery unit. Ed enjoyed a 
full career at Keuffel and Es-
ser (Taconic Products) in the 
maintenance department. Ed 
was an avid musician, wood-
worker, and gardener. A kind 
and loving father, husband, 
and friend. He fiddled, whit-
tled, and gardened his way 
through life from beginning 
to end.

Edwin is survived by his 
wife, Marion McGhee, his 
three daughters, Colleen 
McGhee (William Anstett), 
Dawn Runge (Robert), Kris-
ta McGhee (Jeffrey Litishin) 
and his grandchildren, Rob-
ert Runge (Michelle), Olivia 

Runge (William Clark). Also, 
his six great grandchildren, 

his brother Henry 
McGhee (Rober-
ta), the mother of 
his daughters, Bar-
bara Baker Byron, 
and many nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to 
his parents, he was 
also predeceased 
by Clark Barrett 
and James McGhee 

(Barbara).
A time for sharing memo-

ries and offering condolences 
was held on Thursday, Oct. 17 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Peck 
& Peck Funeral Homes, 8063 
Route 22, Copake. A funeral 
service was held on Friday at 
11:00 a.m. at The Smithfield 
Church, 656 Smithfield Val-
ley Rd, Amenia, New York. 
Interment followed in Iron-
dale Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers please 
consider donating to Sunday 
in the Country Food Drive 
(sundayinthecountry.org), 
Millerton Fire Department, 
or to Hudson Valley Hos-
pice Dutchess County Office 
(hvhospice.org). To leave a 
message of condolence for 
the family please visit www.
peckandpeck.net

Howard Henry Lotz
CANAAN — Howard 

Henry Lotz, 97, a resident of 
Canaan, and Sarasoto, Flori-
da passed away peacefully at 
his home in Connecticut on 
Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, sur-
rounded by. his loving fam-
ily.  Born on May 23, 1927, 
in Mount Savage, Maryland 
as one of 14 children born to 
William Lotz and Grace Ce-
cilia (McKenzie) Lotz.   On 
June 2, 1956, he married the 
love of his life, Mary Segal-
la of Canaan and celebrated 
68 years of commitment and 
devotion to each other.

Howard was a proud 
World War II veteran, serv-
ing in the US Marine Corps 
during the occupation of 
China as an Expert Rifle-
man.  He was one of the last 
surviving founding mem-
bers and original signee of 
the VFW Post 6851 Charter 
in Canaan dated 1955 and 
then received the Com-
mander’s Award for Excel-
lence in 2018. 

Howard retired after 27 
years of employment at Sha-
ron Hospital in the Mainte-
nance Department.  He en-
joyed coaching Little League 
baseball and K of C Youth 
boys basketball.  He was an 
avid golfer acquiring multi-
ple tournament and league 

trophies as well as executing 
three holes in one.  He was 
even noted in Golfer’s digest 
as the Best Amateur Golf-
er at the Canaan Country 
Club.  He also enjoyed veg-
etable gardening, cooking, 
and hunting deer and morel 
mushrooms.  But, the most 
enjoyment and joy he expe-
rienced was spending time 
with his family, especially his 
six grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren.

Howard is survived by 
his loving wife, Mary; his 
daughter, Diane Coe, and 
husband, Michael of West 
Cornwall, son, Howard H. 
Lotz II, of Canaan, and son, 
Robert Lotz and wife Jessica 
(Sunderland) of Ashley Falls, 
Massachusetts.  Howard is 
also survived by his sister 
Grace Lepley, 91, of Mount 
Savage, Maryland, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

A Catholic funeral mass 
will be held on Monday Oct. 
28, 2024, at 11 a.m. in St. 
Martin of Tours Parish St. 
Joseph Church, 4 Main St. 
North Canaan, CT 06018.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to VFW Post 6851 104 
South Canaan Rd. North Ca-
naan, CT 06018 C/O Com-
mander Kirk Harrington. 

TORRINGTON — Local 
college student Sarai Cabral 
is collecting donations to 
support families in need in 
the Dominican Republic for 
Christmas.

Cabral has independent-
ly carried out the Christmas 
donation tradition herself 
for several years. She is now 

reaching out to the commu-
nity for additional support.

Basic needs baskets will 
be compiled and brought 
down in December. Toys will 
be distributed to children. Fi-
nancial donations preferred.

For more information or 
to donate, contact Cabral at 
(203) 525-8857.

Support families in Dominican 
Republic this Christmas

PHOTO PROVIDED

Comptroller comes to town
First Selectman Dave Barger (right) and Selectman 
Judy Jacobs (left) welcomed State Comptroller Sean 
Scanlon (center) to Falls Village Monday, Oct. 21. The 
group spoke to people in town about MyCTSavings, a 
retirement savings program managed by the Comp-
troller’s Office designed expands access to employees.

OUR TOWNS

Sharon (Barese) Hamilton
LAKEVILLE — Sharon 

(Barese) Hamilton, 75, of 
Lakeville—loving 
mother, grand-
mother, sister, and 
aunt—passed away 
on July 15, 2024, 
after a brief and 
sudden illness.

Born in Mount 
Kisco, New York, 
on Feb. 20, 1949, 
the daughter of 
Salvatore E. Ba-
rese and Irene Rose (Erdos) 
Barese, Sharon attended 
Danbury schools and lived 
and worked in Danbury be-
fore relocating to Lakeville 
in 2001.

Among her many profes-
sional accomplishments, she 
served as Purchasing Agent 
for the City of Danbury after 
placing first on the Civil Ser-
vice exam for the position, 
and later as the president 
of the Public Purchasing 
Association of Connecticut 
and on the National Board 
of Directors of the Nation-
al Institute of Governmen-
tal Purchasing. She was the 
founder and publisher of 
Women’s Forum Magazine, 
a monthly magazine written 
and illustrated by women to 
promote women, encourage 
their personal and profes-
sional growth, and lobby for 
important legislative chang-
es that affect women in the 
workforce.

A life-long advocate for 
women’s rights and lover of 
the arts, Sharon volunteered 
for, and sat on the board of, 
many community organiza-
tions over the course of her 
life, including the David M. 
Hunt Library, the Women’s 
Center of Greater Danbury 
and the Charles Ives Cen-
ter for the Arts. She was an 
original member of First 
Night Danbury and an active 
member and avid supporter 
of the Danbury Downtown 
Council and the downtown 
business community, as well 
as a member of Danbury’s 

Commission on the Status 
of Women.

Sharon was a 
mult i - ta lented 
creative with a 
brilliant mind who 
could speak intel-
ligently on many 
subjects. She was 
a skilled seam-
stress, a baker, an 
accomplished knit-
ter and artist, sell-
ing her blankets, 

bags, prints and other wares 
at local artisan and craft fairs. 
She loved traveling with her 
family and took many trips 
that included four genera-
tions, including her beloved 
grandson, Jack.

Sharon is survived by 
daughters Dana Lemay of 
Lakeville and Jennifer Otto 
of Danbury, grandson Jack 
Lemay of Lakeville, siblings 
Nancy Barese, Kathi Heer-
ing, and Richard Barese, all 
of Danbury; and David Ba-
rese of New Milford, as well 
as many beloved nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. She 
is predeceased by her parents 
and two sisters, Dorene and 
Barbara.

An outspoken advocate 
for causes near and dear to 
her, and a great support and 
companion to her friends 
and family, Sharon’s loving 
and joyful presence will be 
forever remembered and 
greatly missed.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday, Nov. 10, 
2024 at the White Hart Inn 
in Salisbury from 2 to 4 p.m.
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Regarding Wake Robin’s 
zoning application 

It is amazing, to me, that 
neighbors of the proposed 
Wake Robin project seem to 
misunderstand the powers of 
Zoning rules and regulations. 
Applications which meet the 
requirements (stated in the 
regulations) are then ap-
proved. It would be contrary 
to logic and the law to deny 
an application that meets 
the regulations. It would be 
punitive to allow neighbors 
to dictate conditions to an 
applicant who meets the 
requirements of the regula-
tions. NIMBY is not a reason 
to deny an application. 

Part of the confusion in 
this particular application, 
at least for the writer, is the 
seeming attempt to review 
the land use application by 
leaning on Section 213.5 
which is designed to allow 
a NEW Hotel in a residen-
tial zone (RR-1).  The Wake 
Robin Inn has existed as a 
hotel/Inn, with a restaurant/
bar and other facilities, for 
over sixty years,  since it was 
approved by Planning and 
Zoning as an Hotel under 
Section 6.1.3.3 of the Zoning 
Regulations of 1959, and has 
served the public since then.

 If music and the sounds of 

gathering are to be regulated 
on one property, in the RR-1 
zone, in fairness shouldn’t we 
apply the same restrictions 
to all properties in the zone?  
Should  the neighbors be 
held to this same new stan-
dard and limited to the same 
hours of musical volume?  

As the Wake Robin Inn 
has been and is a legally 
existing hotel use since the  
1950s, the applicant has the 
option of withdrawing the 
application as it is unreason-
able to require action under a 
section of the Zoning Regu-
lations which does not apply.

Existing Homes/Hotels 
(White Hart, Interlaken Inn, 
Wake Robin) in the RR-1 are   
entitled to, in accordance 
with the regulations, add 
structures. 

Zoning/ Building permits 
are issued by Abby Conroy 
and Building Official Mike 
Carbone, with no Public 
Hearing at all, as long as they 
meet Zoning setbacks from 
property boundaries and 
comply with the Building 
Code.  Just as owner in the 
RR1 can.

          
Peter K. Oliver

Lakeville

A day to remember
Saturday, Oct. 12 will re-

main a special memory to 
the hundreds that attended 
the Salisbury fall festival. The 
day was perfect in as many 
ways as one can imagine.

The Salisbury Band 
provided enjoyable music 
during much of the day. 
Children danced freely on 
the lawn of the Scoville 
Library and those of us in 
wheelchairs clapped to the 
upbeat music of the “Hot 
Shots”.

Local churches and busi-

nesses offered special treats 
to enjoy from one end of 
town to the other. The scare-
crows were fantastic!

This special autumn day 
ended with the hot shots 
playing a Patriotic medley. 
Those attending stopped 
and listened, feeling thank-
ful for their experience and 
priceless memory of a perfect 
day. A sincere thank you to 
all those who made this day 
possible.

Barbara Austin
Sharon

Justin Potter understands the importance of 
middle-class housing to keep economy vibrant

Teachers, nurses, librar-
ians, first responders, retail 
workers, restaurant workers, 
municipal employees — just a 
few of the important jobs pay-
ing middle-class wages. These 
are the people that keep our 
economies and towns vibrant. 
Without them, our communi-
ties simply won’t function — 
no schools, no health care, no 
libraries, no law enforcement, 
no shops, no restaurants, no 

snow removal. The list goes 
on and on.

If we want the services 
provided by these workers, 
and I know we all do, we need 
to make sure they have some-
where to live. The shortage of 
middle-class housing in many 
of our towns is at a crisis lev-
el. Justin Potter, Democratic 
Candidate for State Senate, 
District 30, keenly under-
stands this. Potter believes 

we can create the housing we 
need while respecting local 
control of zoning and open 
space. He supports state fund-
ing for accessory apartments, 
which the vast majority of our 
towns already allow because 
they fit well with the existing 
form and infrastructure of 
even our most rural areas. 
As the leader of a non-prof-
it housing organization, he 
understands the challenges 

of creating housing - and 
how state policy can be im-
proved to make it easier to 
build homes that better fit 
the finances of middle-class 
workers and their families.

If you want to see our 
towns thrive, please join me 
in voting for Justin Potter for 
State Senate, District 30.

Lianna Gantt
Kent

Vote to re-elect Hayes for 5th Congressional seat
The race for the 5th Con-

gressional district is a close 
one. What is not close is the 
character and performance 
of the two candidates. In-
cumbent Jahana Hayes, a 
former National Teacher of 
the Year, is a dedicated and 
effective legislator. Her op-
ponent, a public relations 
director for Aquarian, a 
subsidiary of Eversource, is 
currently being fined by NY 
state for overdue workmen 
compensation payments and 
sales taxes. 

We have all benefited 
from legislation supported 
and often introduced by Rep-
resentative Hayes including:

Prescription drug prices 
lowered, insulin costs capped 
at $35 a month and annual 
Medicare out-of-pocket drug 

costs at $2,000.
Protection of pension 

plans that were expected to 
run out of money necessary 
to pay benefits to workers.

Childcare subsidies en-
suring no family pays more 
than 7% of their income to 
childcare.

Effective advocacy for 
veterans to access rightful 
benefits, so much so that hers 
is designated a Purple Heart 
Congressional Office.

Expansion of Career and 
Technical Education pro-
grams including 1 million 
new apprenticeship pro-
grams over the next 5 years, 
so that students, and adults 
changing careers, can get 
recognized credentials to 
fill high-paying, stable jobs.

Repairs to CT infra-

structure including: $3.5 
billion for federal highway 
programs, $561 million for 
bridge replacement, $1.3 
billion for public transpor-
tation, $53 million for elec-
tric vehicle chargers and 
infrastructure, $100 million 
to improve broadband cov-
erage, $445 million for wa-
ter infrastructure, and $62 
million for airports.

Designated the Housaton-
ic River as wild and scenic, 
opening access to federal 

funds to protect the river and 
watershed.

She is tireless in her drive 
to improve the lives of all 
Americans, in spite of dys-
functional GOP leadership in 
the House of Representatives. 

Visit www.congress.gov to 
be wowed by her legislative 
history. Use your vote to re-
elect Jahana Hayes to contin-
ue her good work.

Amy Lake
Lakeville

Not-So-Nice Jahana
In their recent debate 

carried live on WFSB, in-
cumbent Jahana Hayes, not 
surprisingly, misrepresent-
ed George Logan’s position 
on numerous policy issues, 
particularly his stance on 
abortion, where he has 
consistently reiterated his 
support for Connecticut’s 
abortion law ( essentially 
a codification of the Roe v. 
Wade standards) and stated 
his unequivocal opposition 
to a national abortion ban.

What was surprising was 
Ms. Hayes’ aloof and con-
descending manner, which 
suggested that she had better 
things to do than debate an 
upstart Hispanic man run-
ning for the Congressional 
seat she has held for six years. 
Her condescension reached 
its zenith when she strikingly 
said “Send Mr. Logan back to 
where he came from.”

Precisely where does Ms. 
Hayes wish to send Mr. Lo-
gan? Back to Guatemala, 
from where his parents im-
migrated more than 50 years 
ago? We had thought Demo-
crats supported immigration; 
perhaps the problem is that 
Mr. Logan’s parents immi-
grated legally.

Or perhaps she wishes to 
send Mr. Logan back to the 
New Haven innercity where 
he grew up in the 1970’s. 
The Hill section where the 
family lived was a dangerous 
neighborhood wracked with 
violence and drugs. George 
remembers that when the 
family bought a new TV 
they had to sneak it into the 

house so it wouldn’t be sto-
len. Perhaps Democrats like 
Ms. Hayes oppose upward 
mobility of Blacks and His-
panics.

Or perhaps she wishes to 
send him back to Ansonia, 
which he represented ( along 
with several other towns) in 
the Connecticut Senate from 
2016 to 2020. After all, he 
was a successful state Sen-
ator, why should he try to 
move up and take her seat 
in Congress?

Whether Ms. Hayes 
should be “sent back” to 
Waterbury where she was 
a teacher for 15 years is up 
to voters in the 5th District. 
But it would have been useful 
for her to have ventured back 
there to address the terrible 
outbreak of violence in the 
city’s schools which led to 
two investigations, one in 
2022 and one in 2024. George 
Logan has taken action, ask-
ing Merrick Garland to have 
the Deportment of Justice 
follow up on these investi-
gations and take action to 
address a problem which has 
led to 86% of teachers in that 
city expressing their belief 
that they and their students 
are unsafe. Having taught in 
the those very schools and 
currently being a member of 
the House Committee on Ed-
ucation and Workforce, one 
would have expected more 
from Ms. Hayes.

Tom Morrison
Lakeville

(The writer is Chair of the 
Salisbury Republican Town 
Committee)

Potter for State Senate
I strongly support Justin 

Potter for Connecticut State 
Senate. His proposal to make 
State housing funds to home-
owners to create Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADU’s) 
and to owners of small 
multi-family buildings to 
renovate existing units, with-
out any deed restrictions, is a 
financially sustainable solu-
tion to the housing needs of 
the Northwest Corner.

Increasing the density of 
our downtowns, strengthen-
ing the economic viability of 
our Main Streets, improving 
walkable town centers, sup-
porting the housing needs of 
seniors, recent graduates, and 
new comers to our commu-
nities is the right approach.

And yes, these new and 
rehabilitated housing units 
and ADU’s should count to-
ward the 8-30g expectation 
that our communities have 

at least 10% of our housing at 
rent or monthly carrying cost 
of 30% or less of the house-
hold’s income. Which is to 
say, affordable.  

State assistance programs 
can be structured as loans. 
The unit’s loans could be paid 
back if the family choses to 
move on in fewer than 10 
years. The loans would have 
to be paid back. At 10 years 
the loans would be forgiven 
as Justin proposes. Placing 
deed restrictions on homes, 
as is frequently done, makes 
resale onerous, because the 
obligation would “run with 
the property.” Loans make a 
lot more sense.

Justin Potter can help our 
communities. Please vote for 
Justin Potter for State Senate.

Daly Reville
Falls Village

Supporting 
proven 
candidates

I have had the privilege of 
working with Senator Chris 
Murphy, Congresswoman 
Jahana Hayes and State Rep-
resentative Maria Horn for 
many years on issues of local 
importance.

These include protecting 
and expanding health care 
access in our region; pro-
tecting our environment; 
supporting emergency first 
responders, farms, and local 
businesses. 

Each has earned our sup-
port with excellent constit-
uent service. Justin Potter 
also has a strong record of 
community service, bring-
ing housing opportunities 
to Kent. 

I urge area residents to 
support these excellent can-
didates who all have long 
records of proven accom-
plishments.

Gordon Ridgway
First Selectman
Cornwall
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Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

Status 
Report
First Lady Jill Biden 

came to town Wednes-
day, Oct. 16, to visit her 
grandchild at Salisbury 
School. The motor-
cade was seen passing 
through North Canaan, 
Norfolk and Winsted.

LAKEVILLE — John 
Scutieri had a hole in 
one on the 145-yard 
second hole at The 
Hotchkiss School’s golf 
course on Monday, Oct. 
14. His nine-iron shot 
landed on the green, 
took one bounce, then 
curled its way into the 
cup. Scutieri, the former 
mayor of Millerton, was 
playing with his long-
time friends Jack Riley 
and Doug Cahill.

A7A7

Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large
The challenge of controlling 
the invasive plant Phragmites 
in wetlands is never ending. 
This is perhaps comparable to 
the cleaning out of the Augean 
stables, which was the fifth labor 
of Hercules. The great majority 
of the time this is accomplished 
with pesticides or burning in 
the winter. Another innovative 
method of control is introducing 
domesticated water buffalo 
which will actually graze on 
Phragmites; this is most effective 
in the spring and should be part 
of a long term management plan. 
For more information, please 
visit the Great Lakes Phragmites 
Collaborative website at: www.
greatlakesphragmites.net/
management/techniques/

ADVERTISEMENT
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100 years ago — October 
1924

Elton W. Feathers of 
Lakeville, who has been 
visiting Keeper Baker, has 
accepted a position at New 
York at Long Beach Bar Light 
Station Harbor Light. Mrs. 
Feathers will remain with her 
parents at Long Beach Bar till 
� anksgiving when they will 
accompany her to the Berk-
shires for the holiday.

SALISBURY — Miss Al-
valena Hortie has taken a 
situation as companion to 
Miss Berge.

A new steam heating sys-
tem is soon to be installed at 
St. Mary’s Church.

Howard Martin, who has 
been visiting his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. � omas Martin, has 
le�  town for a short stay at 
Chicago, previous to going 
on to California, where he 
expects to arrive in time to 
cast his vote.

Miss Edith Scoville of 
Taconic has closed Southa-
way cottage for the winter.

A car driven by Mrs. 
� omas Flood collided with 
a horse drawn rig driven by 
F.D. Burton in front of the 
Bushnell place on Wednes-
day morning. Burton was 
driving across the road when 
the auto struck the wagon. 
No great damage was done. 
One wheel of the wagon was 
broken and the front fend-
ers of the car were somewhat 
bent. � e occupants of the 
vehicles were uninjured and 
the horse also escaped injury.

50 years ago — October 
1974

Developers of the $3.5 
million dog race track for 
Goshen hope to complete 
negotiations in the next week 
to 10 days for the purchase 
of approximately 180 acres 
of land owned by State Rep. 
Gordon M. Vaill, R-Gosh-
en. Joseph Monaghan, one 
of the would-be developers 
of the proposed track, stated 
Wednesday that negotiations 
for the land transaction are 
continuing, and must be 
completed before backers � le 
a formal application with the 
State Commission on Special 
Revenue.

Firemen from West Corn-
wall and Sharon battled a 
blaze in Sharon Monday 
which destroyed the remote 
mountain-top hunting lodge 
owned by Ian Ingersoll of 
West Cornwall. � e seclud-

ed home was high atop the 
mountain overlooking Route 
7 and the Housatonic River, 
just o�  Calkinstown Road 
close to a mile into the woods 
and up a steep grade, which 
proved di�  cult for � remen 
with heavy equipment to 
reach. � e � re le�  only the 
charred remains of the once 
rambling building.

Revised architectural 
plans for a $317,000 o� -street 
food market shopping com-
plex in Salisbury were dis-
closed at an informational 
meeting of the Village Im-
provement Society Monday 
night at the town hall. It is 
hoped to start construction 
this fall or at the latest by 
early spring on a new 84-by-
120-foot structure for the 
Shagroy Market plus two 
additional shops or o�  ces.

A Penn Central grain car 
derailed Saturday morning 
at the Agway Feed Company 
grain elevator in Sharon Sta-
tion, when two freight cars’ 
brakes failed, sending the 
cars rolling down the track. 
� e accident occurred while 
the freight cars were being 
unloaded at the Agway fa-
cility. � e 25-ton freight car 
rolled approximately 40 feet 
before hitting an emergen-
cy derailer, designed to stop 
runaway cars. New York State 
Police from Dover reported 
there were no injuries in the 
freight car derailment.

Joanne Erickson of Salis-
bury is attending the Lyndon 
Nordic Training Center in 
Lyndon Center, Vt. Joanne 
has been accepted into this 
unique program “because of 
her past record and great po-
tential as a cross country ski 
racer.” Cross country skiers 
from all parts of the country 
come to live and study while 
training speci� cally for com-
petitive cross country skiing 
under the former National 
“A” Team skier Peter Davis. 
Joanne is enrolled in the 
senior class at the training 
center, and joins 13 other 
young skiers representing 
seven states and Canada.

A� er two long, hard years 
of work the Canaan Housing 
Authority put the communi-
ty’s housing for the elderly 
project out to bid this Mon-
day. � e authority received 
� nal approval of its plans last 
Friday from the state Depart-
ment of Community A� airs.

Mystery now surrounds 
the North Canaan Plaza 
project on North Elm Street. 
Groundbreaking announced 
for two weeks ago has yet to 
take place, and a spokesman 
for developer Frank Eber-
hard said Wednesday the 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. builder 
would have “absolutely no 
statement for the press.”

Douglas Humes Jr., 27, 
of Canaan, miraculously es-
caped injury Tuesday when 
his auto plunged 15 feet o�  
a dismantled railroad bridge 
and into the Blackberry Riv-
er. Mr. Humes was driving 
along the abandoned Central 
New England Railroad track 
bed on a private surveying 
job when high brush cam-
ou� aged where the bridge 
over the river once stood 
before the branch line was 
abandoned. Driving a Khar-
mann Ghia Volkswagen, 
Mr. Humes drove over the 
bridge embankment and the 
car dropped into a deep pool 
below. Although the roof of 
the car was � attened, Humes 
was able to escape through 
the driver’s window while the 
car was � lling with water. 

Donald Pollard of Falls 
Village was awarded the 
American Farmer Degree 
last week in special ceremo-
nies held during the 47th 
National Convention of the 
Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca in Kansas City, Mo. � e 
American Farmer degree 
is the highest FFA degree 
and is awarded to about one 
percent of all FFA members. 
Pollard is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Calvin Pollard of Falls 
Village.

25 years ago — October 
1999

WEST CORNWALL — 
� e Dibble Hill Road home 
NBC news anchor Tom Bro-
kaw and his wife Meredith 
have used as a part-time resi-
dence for nearly 20 years was 
put on the market late last 
month. Mr. Brokaw, who of-
ten donated his time, money 
and services to community 
events, purchased the home 
in 1982. While he declined 
comment Wednesday, Car-
olyn Klemm, the property’s 
exclusive broker, said she 
believed the Brokaws just 
did not have enough time to 
spend in Cornwall. “But they 
have truly loved Cornwall,” 
she said. � e 2,500-square-
foot home is situated on 
13 acres and is listed for 
$650,000.

SHARON — Listeners 
tuning in to WKZE-AM 
(1020) may have noticed a 
change in the station’s mu-
sic format. Since the end of 
September, the station has 
switched from country music 
to popular songs of the ‘60s, 
‘70s and ‘80s, with an added 
local emphasis and more live 
broadcasts. Morning show 
host Marshall Miles, who 
returned to WKZE in May, 
said his show was so popular 
the station decided to make 
the change in format for the 
entire day.

Items were taken from � e 
Lakeville Journal archives at 
Salisbury’s Scoville Memorial 
Library, keeping the original 
wording intact as possible.

A quarterly letter 
from the Salisbury  

Conservation 
Commission 

Welcome to the 
Salisbury Con-
servation Com-

mission’s quarterly missive. 
� e SCC is a new town com-
mittee formed to advise and 
support, but not make poli-
cy on, the many wonderful 
environmental resources we 
have in town.  It’s a win-win 
commission! 

One of its goals is educa-
tion; educating SCC mem-
bers and fellow Salisburyians 
on the unique natural habi-
tats speci� c to our beautiful 
and fascinating town and 
how to preserve them.  

In these quarterly mis-
sives, the SCC will take 
shallow dives into topics ger-
mane to an environmentally 
engaged community and that 
celebrate our town’s unique 
ecological features. In the 
future, please look for arti-
cles on vernal pools, upland 
habitats, core forests, tax 
breaks, etc.

We would like to be inter-
active, so please send topic 
suggestions and comments 
to leepotter@salsiburyct.gov.

� e understory
 is making headlines

� is summer the Salis-
bury Conservation Com-
mission was treated to a walk 
through the woods with a 
number of forestry experts 
including First Selectman, 
Curtis Rand; Department of 
Energy and Environmental 
Protection foresters, Gerald 
Milne and Jill Humphreys, 
as well as � e Connecticut 
Nature Conservancy’s direc-
tor of Saugatuck Preserves, 
Cynthia Fowx.  � ese experts 
focused on the understory, 
the supporting cast of our lo-
cal forests that is fascinating 
and complex.  Here’s a little 
about what we learned. 

We are lucky to be liv-
ing in the Salisbury-Lakev-
ille area, especially from an 
ecological standpoint.  It 
has many diverse habitats 
that protect and encourage 
biodiversity.  One of these 

important habitats is the un-
derstory or the plant life that 
is happy living in the shaded 
layer between the earth and 
the trees’ canopy.  In Salis-
bury we have the potential 
for wonderful understory in 
the roughly 20,000 acres of 
forest in our borders.  (� ere 
are about 38,500 acres total 
in town.) 

What happens in the 
understory habitat? � anks 
to Susan Bergen’s March 5, 
2024, blog, we gain some 
insight: A robin nests in a 
holly bush. A bumblebee sa-
vors meadowsweet pollen. A 
wild turkey gobbled down 
the dark blue berries on the 
maple leaf viburnum. A swal-
lowtail butter� y lays her eggs 
on a spicebush leaf. A red fox 
bounds away into the thick 
underbrush. It is all happen-
ing in the understory…  Most 
canopy trees in the eastern 
forest are wind-pollinat-
ed, while many understory 
plants depend on insects 
to pollinate their � owers. 
� ese plants o� er nectar 
and pollen and host insect 
larvae.  A� er pollination, the 
resulting fruits, berries, and 
seeds feed birds and wildlife.  
Songbirds that feed near or 
on the ground, such as car-
dinals, grosbeaks, robins, 
and gold� nches, build cup-
shaped nests in low bushes 
within ten feet of the ground. 
� e hermit thrush o� en nests 
directly on the ground, as do 
oven birds and game birds, 
such as wild turkeys.

Understory vegetation 
helps camou� age the nests 
and protects the safety of the 
eggs, hatchlings, and brood-
ing adults. � e thick brush 
also harbors many mammals, 
such as foxes, coyotes, bob-
cats, and the small animals 
they prey on.  In addition, 
standing dead trees and de-
composing wood on the for-
est � oor provides food and 
shelter for insects and fungi 
that help form the base of the 

food chain.
As you can see, the under-

story is action-packed, but 
it does have stressors on it.  
When you are hiking, no-
tice if you can see through 
the woods, if each tree trunk 
is its own sentinel with no 
green at its feet.  If so, chanc-
es are the important shade 
loving native plants that grow 
between 2 inches to 20 feet 
have been munched on by 
whitetail deer as saplings 
or have been outcompeted 
by the non-native invasives 
such as Japanese barberry, 
winged euonymus and mul-
ti� ora rose for early spring 
light and water. 

Another stressor on the 
understory are people. A 
park-like aesthetic for our 
woods, where one magnif-
icent trunk a� er another, 
provides a vertical structure 
that is architectural — almost 
modern — in its appearance 
and is tidy, is compelling 
and something perhaps we 
admire in the English land-
scape.  A� er our walk with 
the foresters, however, we 
are converts to a so� er and 
messier look under our trees 
knowing that that understory 
is providing habitat for many 
critters essential to our well-
being as well as providing 
erosion control, water � ltra-
tion and hospitable seeding 
grounds.

For your own wooded 
area in need of an under-
story, here is a great list of 
plants to consider planting 
from the Connecticut Agri-
cultural Experiment Station: 
portal.ct.gov/-/media/caes/
documents/publications/
brochures/nativewoody-
shrubs-2021jul22.pdf

An inspiring read on the 
transformation of a habitat 
by introducing native plants 
is this interview with Doug 
Tallamy: www.smithso-
nianmag.com/science-na-
ture/meet-ecologist-who-
wants-unleash-wild-back-
yard-180974372/

Beautiful sunny meadows 
cropped up all over town this 
summer, which is so exciting, 
but let’s not forget the quiet 
cousins under the trees, the 
less noticed but just as im-
portant to biodiversity un-
derstory.

What happens in the understory?

Hayes: Improving the future for our youth
Jahana Hayes has worked 

hard in her three terms in 
Congress to pass many im-
portant laws. She o� en does 
this by reaching across the 
aisle in a bipartisan way to get 
the bills passed she thinks are 
important. � is means Jaha-
na is willing to compromise 
to � nd the middle ground 
with her Republican coun-

terparts for the legislation 
she wants to support.

An example would be the 
Opening Doors for Youth 
Act of 2023.

� is bill addresses the 
problems of youth who face 
challenges obtaining a high 
school diploma and drop out.  
� is bill would help � nance 
job training for these young 

people to give them the op-
portunity to not drop out of 
society and to have a produc-
tive future and a good life.  
According to the National 
Youth Employment Coali-
tion, in the Connecticut 5th 
Congressional District, 11% 
of young people between the 
ages of 16 to 24 could be af-
fected. � at means over one 
thousand youths in the 5th 
District could take advantage 
of this legislation once it is 
passed. 

Jahana Hayes has proven 
herself to be a very compas-
sionate, caring and energet-
ic person. She is on many 
Congressional Committees, 
and she works hard to cre-
ate laws that will improve the 
lives of all her constituents.  
Her o�  ce is always open to 
help anyone with constituent 
problems. Please vote on No-
vember 5th for Jahana Hayes 
for Congress.

 Lizbeth Piel
Sharon

� anks Lakeville Hose 
Company/Salisbury 
Volunteer Ambulance
 I would like to thank the 
Lakeville Hose Company, 
Billy Sherwood and Jason 
Wilson in particular, who re-
sponded instantly to my 911 
call because my smoke/CO2 
alarm was alerting me to a 
problem. � ey brought their 
measuring instruments and 
quickly realized the CO2 lev-
el was okay and the problem 
was expired batteries. � ey 
took care of the problem 
without further ado. � ey 
were incredibly cordial and 
helpful.
   I would also like to thank 
Jacqui Rice who was teach-
ing an EMS class at the Salis-
bury Volunteer Ambulance 

Service when she heard my 
911 call and came running 
over my neighbor’s yard to 
see if she could be of help. 
(My house is one house away 
from the ambulance station).
    I am asking all community 
members to consider volun-
teering in support of these 
two wonderful organizations 
if you are able and have the 
time. � e importance of 
volunteering to the many 
community organizations in 
this town cannot be stressed 
enough. But if you are not 
able, donate, donate, donate.

Chany Wells
Lakeville
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IN THE MARKET FOR 

A NEW A NEW 
FINANCIAL FINANCIAL 
PARTNER?PARTNER?

Berkshire Money Management has been handling my 
investments for the past 10 years. Scott Little, as well as 

everyone on the BMM team, has provided me with excellent 
advice, education and services. I feel very comfortable in 

retirement that our best interest is being accounted for and we 
will fully be able to enjoy those things we love to do. 

Marsha B.

Relationship to Financial Advisor: Current Client
Compensation: This reviewer received no compensation for this review.
Conflicts of Interest: There are no material conflicts of interest.

Views not representative. See more at wt.reviews/berkshire

IF YOU’RE DONE SETTLING 
FOR LESS, LET’S TALK.

Trust matters in retirement planning. 
Marsha found it — now it’s your turn:

Schedule your free 15-minute consultation to see our 
“excellent advice, education, and services” for yourself!

Visit berkshiremm.com/done
or call (413) 997–2006

MONEY MANAGEMENT

Your Full-Service Retirement Readiness Partners
Great Barrington & Dalton, MA     berkshiremm.com

Investments in securities are not insured, protected, or guaranteed and may result in loss of income and/or principal.www.salisburyforum.org

THE NEWS ON TRIAL
The news media prepared to cover the 

2024 presidential election as a historic test of 
American democracy. It has turned into a test of 

the future of American journalism. How did we do?

David D. 
Kirkpatrick
David D. Kirkpatrick is a writer 
for The New Yorker whose work 
includes coverage of American 
politics. He spent 22 years as a 
New York Times correspondent, 
where he reported on presidential 
elections and led coverage of 
the 2011 uprisings for democracy 
across the Middle East.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2024 • 7:30 P.M.
Housatonic Valley Regional High School 

Falls Village, CT
Admission free. 

Please register for this event 
on the Salisbury Forum website.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

This week, as early voting 
starts up, we have a great 
opportunity to re-elect Ma-
ria Horn to continue being 
a strong advocate for our 
towns. Far from being a one 
or two issue representative, 
Maria has tackled a wide 
range of issues and problems, 
from the establishment of a 
local health care clinic open 
to all, with or without insur-
ance; to pushing for major 
support for a local firehouse; 
to protecting women’s access 
to health care; to tightening 
regulations on herbicide 
spraying along the railroad 
tracks; to the largest personal 
tax cut reduction in the state’s 
history; to initiatives to help 
small businesses and local 

Maria Horn, a 
proven leader for the 
Northwest Corner

farmers; to increasing invest-
ment in education; she has 
made substantive improve-
ments in our district and to 
the state as a whole.

As chair of the House 
Committee on Finance, Rev-
enue and Bonding she has 
a crucial role in crafting the 
future of both our corner and 
the state. Energetic and en-
gaged with her constituents, 
she is open to hearing from 
us on the issues we care about 
and to taking our concerns 
seriously. Whenever possible, 
she collaborates with her Re-
publican colleagues for legis-
lation that makes sense. Let’s 
keep her doing our work!

Susannah Wood
Norfolk

An Accounting
One wanna-be dictator
With start-up funds from dad
And a family of devoted Donald ducklings,
Suspended by Putin the puppeteer,
Enabled by six politically-motivated Supreme Court judges,
Enhanced by jars and jars of clown grease bronzer
To cover up 78 years of leathering;
Racking up 30-plus unpardonable felonies,
Hundreds of lawsuits settled with donations from devotees;
Bullying thousands of sycophantic down-ballot politicians
Telling tens of thousands of lies, each bigger with every 

repetition;
Branding even the threads from his Butler suit;
Inspiring millions of abusive social media posts
And tens of millions of entertainment seekers
Gawking at caged children of immigrants,
While countless millions of stunned on-lookers stand by,
Is leading to the undoing of our country.
Which role have I played?
It will only take one well-considered vote from each and 

every one of us
To tell the world we are coming back to our senses.

Molly Fitzmaurice
Sharon

I want to thank everyone 
from the Dog Park in Lakev-
ille who worked so hard to 
make our presence known 
during the Fall Festival in 
Salisbury. It was a group ef-
fort of volunteers who come 
to the Park from Lakeville, 
Salisbury, Amenia, Miller-
ton, and beyond with dogs 
of all sizes and breeds.

To all the volunteers who 
designed the materials and 
banners, pitched the tent, 
manned the table, and cre-
ated a memorable scarecrow 
that won first prize in the 
nonprofit category, congrat-
ulations!

Unfortunately, many of 
us could not attend as this 
year’s Fall Festival fell on 
the holiest day of the Jewish 
year, Yom Kippur. It would 
be the equivalent of holding 
an event on Good Friday or 
Eid-al-Fitr

Ironically, Columbus 
would not have attended the 
Fall Festival on a weekend 
named in his honor if held 
this year. The recent news 
from Reuters of a twenty-
two-year study of Columbus’ 
DNA was released on Yom 
Kippur. It revealed that Co-
lumbus was a Sephardic Jew 
from Western Europe.

Our community is one 
that respects all faiths and 

Thanks to Dog Park’s 
volunteers

all peoples and hopefully 
this regrettable oversight will 
never happen again. We have 
learned that the Jewish calen-
dar is lunisolar and does not 
coincide with the Gregorian 
calendar that the Fall Festival 
is based on. Yom Kippur can 
be as early as mid-September 
or as late as mid-October.

I wish everyone — what-
ever their religion — Shanah 
Tovah. 5785 should be a year 
of kindness, inclusiveness, 
and respect for others.

See you next year,
Stephanie H. Reckler

New York

I lay awake the other night 
mulling over the following: 
should I send a letter to a 
regional paper known for 
its conservative views, and 
with a vociferous pro-Trump 
readership, at a time when 
Trump is talking about ar-
resting his “domestic ene-
mies,” and in general, pro-
moting a violent response if 
he doesn’t win?

 My dead-of-night para-
noia aside, Jan. 6 proved how 
Trump could weaponize  his 
supporters, allowing them to 
put his own Vice President’s 
life in danger.  If he was will-
ing to do that, what else is he 

Don’t let Trump back in 
likely to try in his attempt to 
regain power? 

Pence, Liz Cheney and 
many others have provided 
examples of actual acts of 
courage when their moral 
compasses led them to stand 
against abuses of power and 
for the protection of Consti-
tutional norms

For very personal rea-
sons Trump is desperate to 
become president again. He 
has no inner boundaries, no 
moral compass, so we the 
voters must provide them by 
not letting him back in office.

Barbara Maltby
Lakeville

PHOTO BY JAMES H. CLARK

Crest of fall

The deadline for letters to the editor 
is 10 a.m. each Monday. 
You may email letters to 

publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

News of Very 
Narrow 
Interest
M.A. Duca

Recently, a Houston cou-
ple asked guests to pay 
$450 to attend their 

wedding. Not surprisingly, 
most declined the invitation. 
Easy fix? Have a cheaper wed-
ding. Not an option in a world 
of influencers who believe 
they have a personal brand 
which must be enhanced and 
protected. Marketing 101: Ex-
cessive discounting will de-
stroy your brand. Faced with 
a tab of $200,000, $450 per 
person was their preferred 
solution. It failed.

Can this marriage be 
saved? Will people “pay to 
play?” Maybe, if you have the 
chutzpah to ask and are will-
ing to approach it like anoth-
er strangely similar event: the 
excitement and spectacle of a 
heavyweight title fight. You 
need a wedding promoter not 
a wedding planner. 

Both are one-time events, 
marriage statistics notwith-
standing, that are usually held 
at a special venue often in an 
exotic locale. At a boxing 
match gambling is expected 
and encouraged. At a wed-
ding, the gamble is the mar-
riage. The participants have 
been preparing for weeks, 
physically training to get in 
the best possible shape and 
will probably never look this 
good again. While each fight-
er commands an entourage of 
supporters and hangers-on, 
the wedding couple has 
bridesmaids and grooms-
men. Admittedly, a boxing 
match and a wedding differ 
in some aspects. A wedding 
has no referee so it’s much 
easier for things to get out 
of hand; there is a lot more 
crying and no one is asking 
for a rematch. 

Similar to a boxing crowd, 
wedding attendees are a con-
glomeration of the familiar 
and unfamiliar. People we 
see all the time, people we 
never see, and people we 
don’t want to see. Everyone 
is blinged-out and dressed to 
impress. There’s a lot of un-
certainty leading up to the 
main event. Getting through 
the bachelor and bachelorette 
parties without physical and 
emotional injury can be dif-
ficult. The rehearsal dinner, 
the matrimonial equivalent 
to the weigh-in, can be tense 
and unpredictable. Sparks can 
fly when family, in-laws and 
alcohol get together in close 
quarters. The all-important 

This wedding takes 
the cake

wedding toast needs some-
one who brings everything 
to a fever pitch, someone like 
boxing announcer Michael 
Buffer: 

“Ladies and Gentleman, 
Let’s Get Ready To C O U P 
L E !”

Like a knockout in the 
first round, sometimes it does 
not live up to the hype and is 
over quickly. You’re out a lot 
of money, but that’s the risk 
you take. 

If paying to attend a wed-
ding catches on I would 
suggest amending the vows: 
…“till death do us part or at 
least until the check clears.”

M.A. Duca is a resident of 
Twin Lakes, narrowly focused 
on everyday life.

More letters appear on Pages A6 and A7
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24 HR Lt. Duty & Heavy Duty Towing & Recovery Services
CERTIFIED AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2 North Elm Street
Canaan, CT 06018

Day (860) 824-5802
Night (413) 229-3308

arnoldstow@comcast.net
Fax (860) 824-1346

Gift Certificates Available

Arnold Agar, Owner

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certifi ed 
Technician

A Bank for the
Next Generation

To George Whalen IV, relationships 
are what build community, and lending 
is a tool that helps people make things 
happen. He’s seen it his whole life – 

the Bank of Millbrook working together 
with people like you, in this area that’s 

thrived from his great grandfather’s 
generation to his son’s.

George T. Whalen IV
Senior Vice President
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By Debra A. Aleksinas

Lucian is one lucky black 
cat. The emerald-eyed feline 
has been living in the lap of 
luxury since being rescued 
from the streets of Albany 
nine years ago by the Pecha 
family of Falls Village.

Today Lucian lives in 
Litchfield with his own-
er, David Pecha, where he 
spends his days cat-nap-
ping, bird-watching, atten-
tion-seeking and occasional-
ly cajoling with a neighbor-
hood fox.

Unlike Lucian, not all 
black cats end up in forev-
er homes. According to re-
gional animal rescue groups, 
black pets in general, and 
black cats in particular, are 
often shunned by prospective 
adopters.

Enter National Black Cat 
Day 2024, which falls on 
Oct. 27 this year. The annu-
al awareness day is designed 
to support and promote 
the beauty and well-being 
of black cats and to dispel 
myths and superstitions that 
have haunted them for cen-
turies, particularly around 
Halloween.

The day plays a vital role 
in advocating for welfare and 
adoption of black cats.
Shunned through no fault 

of their own
“I’ve had someone come 

up to me and say they would 
take anything but black,” said 
Beverly Ditto of Collabo-
rative Cats, a feline foster 
home-based rescue orga-
nization serving Southern 
Columbia and Northern 
Dutchess counties of New 
York. “There are black cat 
lovers, but that is rare.”

Ditto, who has owned sev-
eral black cats, said she has 
found them to be among the 
“sweetest and most lovable” 
of felines, second to orange 
cats, and not deserving of 
being feared. 

 She attributes their lack 
of popularity to long-held su-
perstitions about them being 
harbingers of bad luck or that 
they are evil doers associat-
ed with Satanic rituals. Black 
cats also blend in with shad-
ows, giving them a spooky 
appearance.

Because superstitions 
about black cats are rein-
forced around Halloween, 
it is common for shelters to 
put adoptions on hold. Ac-
cording to the Smithsonian, 
some adoption agencies and 
shelters won’t even consider 
placing black cats in homes 
until after Halloween for fear 
they will be tortured or sac-
rificed. 

“All the shelters gener-
ally are very nervous about 
adopting out before Hallow-
een,” said Ditto. “There are 
people out there to be known 
to harm black cats. I haven’t 
encountered that, but it has 
been a big worry amongst the 
rescues.”

Currently, Collaborative 
Cats, which takes in stray, 
abandoned, injured and 
homeless felines, has sever-
al black kittens available for 
adoption, including Roary, 
Jacques and Lucifer, all de-
scribed as sweet and playful. 

The organization, which 
is not a shelter, said Ditto, is 
constantly seeking new foster 
homes for its approximately 
100 felines.

Raven and Bagheera
At The Little Guild in 

West Cornwall, two black 
cats, Raven and Bagheera, 
arrived at the shelter in Au-
gust and are awaiting adop-
tion. Both are about a year 
old and have the sweetest 
dispositions, said the shel-
ter’s executive director Jenny 

Black cats unfairly shunned, stigmatized, 
say regional animal rescue groups

Langendoerfer.
“It is interesting that 

people do like to see unique 
colorings and markings,” she 
noted. “But the one thing 
about black cats is that they 
make the most wonderful 
pets.”

 Langendoerfer described 
Bagheera, a sturdy, green-
eyed young male, as a “mini 
panther, very silly and very 
sweet,” and 1-year-old Raven 
as very playful.

Lauren Mucha, one of the 
caregivers at The Last Post cat 
sanctuary and cat retirement 
home in Falls Village where 
124 cats reside, said about 
20 of its feline residents are 
black. 

She said she is perplexed 
as to why people would shy 
away from dark-coated cats, 
as they  don’t deserve the 
negative image.

 One cat in particular, 
Jinx, has been a resident at 
The Last Post for the last 
eight years and  does not 
have a mean bone in its body, 
said Mucha, who described 
him as a Velcro cat, a “real 
cuddler.”
This cat picked his family

Not everyone is on board 
with the negative black cat 
spin. For some, a visit from 
a black cat means good luck 
or prosperity. In some cul-
tures, black cats, considered 
sleek and seductive with their 
all-knowing yellow and green 
eyes, are even worshipped.

Take Lucian’s owner, Da-
vid Pecha, for instance. 

The mini household pan-
ther was rescued by Pecha’s 
son, Alex, about nine years 
ago while attending college 
in Albany. Alex and a friend 
had emerged from a grocery 
store “and the cat came flying 
out from under a car, me-
owing at them and trailing 
them.”

It was the end of the 
school year, and because 
the cat appeared to be pretty 
well cared for, said Pecha, 
they thought it might have 
escaped during the confusion 
of the move.

After failing to find a no-
kill shelter nearby, they took 
Lucian back home with them 
to Falls Village and posted 
“cat found” posters around 
campus, but no one came 
forth to claim the black cat, 
said Pecha.

 Before long, Lucian be-
friended a doppelganger 
named Bagheera, owned by 
the Atwood family just up 
the street, Pecha recalled.

“He was the spitting image 
of Lucian, and they hung out 
together. You would see the 
two of them running around 
the streets in the middle of 
town.”

When Pecha relocated to 
Litchfield a few years ago, so 
did Lucian, who has since 
settled into his new quarters, 
according to his owner. He 
considers his cat to be more 
like a loyal dog, with a unique 
personality.

Unlike other cats, Lucian 
doesn’t use a water bowl. In-
stead, he laps up his drink 
from a tall glass, filled with 
cool water straight from the 
fridge.

And as for snow, the 
pampered feline will have 
nothing of it. “He doesn’t do 
winter,” said Pecha. “He’ll put 
one paw in the snow, and it’s 
‘Oh, hell no.”

Available for adoption
Below are several black cats up for adoption at The Little Guild in West 
Cornwall, and Collaborative Cats in Ancramdale, NY.  Additional de-
tails are available by contacting the rescue groups either by phone or via 
their website. Photos provided.

The Little Guild 
West Cornwall, Conn.    (860) 672-6346    www.littleguild.org

Raven Bagheera

Collaborative Cats

Ancramdale, N.Y.    (518) 303-2910   www.collaborativecats.com

Jacques Roary Lucifer

PHOTO PROVIDED

Lucian picked his owners outside a grocery store.
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VOTE FOR  
GEORGE LOGAN  

FOR CONGRESS

George will work to help us regain  
energy independence, thereby  easing 

the crippling inflation which has led to:

•  Higher food costs
•  Higher electric bills
•  Higher insurance premiums
•  Higher health care costs
•  Higher automobile costs
•  Virtually unattainable  

new home ownership costs

GIVE GEORGE LOGAN A CHANCE 
TO WORK FOR US TO MAKE LIFE 

AFFORDABLE AGAIN

COMMON SENSE  
BIPARTISAN SOLUTIONS

GEORGE WORKED ACROSS  
THE AISLE IN HARTFORD AND HE 

WILL DO SO IN WASHINGTON
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Guests gather on the new viewing platform at Rattle-
snake Preserve in Cornwall.

By Alec Linden

CORNWALL — The 
Cornwall Conservation 
Trust (CCT) unveiled its new 
wildlife viewing platform at 
the Rattlesnake Preserve on 
Saturday, Oct. 19 with a re-
ception of autumnal favor-
ites such as mulled cider and 
homemade cider donuts.

The viewing platform, 
which is handicap accessi-
ble, overlooks an expanse of 
wetlands with woodlands 
at its fringe. A stream runs 
through the foreground of 
the vista, with several jum-
bles of sticks and branches 
just visible above the cattails 
that fringe the water.

These jumbles, CCT Pres-
ident Bart Jones explains, are 
beaver dams. Addressing the 
group of 20 or so that assem-
bled at the platform, Jones 
explained that the beavers are 
a vital component of the wet-
land ecosystem on the Pre-
serve, and one of the reasons 
this specific site is unique.

“Without the beavers, the 
cattails would be gone,”, and 
when the cattails disappear, 
so too does the most of the 
ecosystem they support, 
Jones said.

Wildlife photographer 
and CCT Board Member 
Larry Master said that an-
other unique aspect of this 
site is that the cattails have 
managed to thrive, where 
elsewhere wetlands have suc-
cumbed to invasive phrag-
mites, whose dense growth 
leaves little room for other 

New viewing platform 
overlooks wildlife

life. Efforts by the CCT to re-
strict phragmite spread have 
maintained this unique eco-
system, Master said.

Despite the relative late-
ness of the season, the wet-
land was still vibrant with 
life. Master said he had seen 
21 different bird species at 
the site between 9:30 and 11 
a.m. that morning. He pre-
dicts that visitors will be able 
to see “100 species by spring” 
without having to venture off 
the viewing platform.

Master will be speaking 
on Cornwall’s birds and their 
habitats at the Nov. 16 annual 
of the CCT. “It will be great 
preparation for spring,” Jones 
told the crowd.

Jones also emphasized his 
gratitude on behalf of the 
CCT to Joe and Barbara El-
lis, who donated the funds to 
build the platform and were 
guests at the event. Jones 
affirmed how fundamen-
tal donors have been to the 
CCT’s work, explaining that 
the 100 acres of the Rattle-
snake Preserve were entirely 
donated thanks to the gen-
erosity of five families. Out 
of the 2,500 acres the CCT 
manages, about have been 
donated, Jones said.

For his part, Joe Ellis was 
excited about the location of 
the platform and expressed 
his interest in the dynam-
ic nature of the ecosystem. 
“These environments ebb 
and flow,” he said. “It will be 
interesting to see what shows 
up.”

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Touching down at CVFD’s open house
A LIFE STAR emergency response helicopter landed at Cornwall 
Consolidated School Sunday, Oct. 20. The demonstration was part 
of Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department’s open house. Attendees 
got a close up look of the chopper, and across the street at West 
Cornwall Firehouse local volunteers exhibited life-saving tools and 
vehicles. LIFE STAR Medic Justin Pedneault was working his first 
day as a licensed member of the crew. He said the trip from Meriden 
to Cornwall took about 20 minutes. See the video by Simon Markow 
on Instagram @lakevillejournal. 

By Colleen Flynn

KENT — The 48th annual 
Kent pumpkin run will take 
place on Sunday, Oct. 27, at 
noon. It is “a day of excite-
ment, fitness, and commu-
nity spirit.” 

The pumpkin run offers 
a five-mile course that takes 
participants through Kent’s 
fall landscape, rain or shine. 

They offer a Kids Fun Run 
at 11:15 a.m. for kids under 
12 years old. The run features 
half-mile and one-mile op-
tions. Each runner will re-
ceive a race bib and a prize 
at the end of the race.

The top three male and 
top three female runners will 
receive cash prizes and addi-
tional prizes will be awarded 
to the second and third-place 
runners in each age division. 

There will be a costume 
contest with prizes for the 
top five costumes at the run.  

The Kent Pumpkin Run is 
organized by the Kent Cham-
ber of Commerce, allowing 
commemorative t-shirts to 
be handed out to the first 300 
registered runners. 

Part of the proceeds from 
this year’s run will be donat-

Kent Pumpkin Run to 
benefit Jane Lloyd Fund

ed to the Jane Lloyd Fund 
in honor of breast cancer 
awareness month. A total 
of 20% of registration sales 
will be donated to the fund, 
which provides support to 
cancer patients in Northwest 
Connecticut. 

All participants are en-
couraged to bring non-per-
ishable donations to support 
the Kent Food Bank for 
Thanksgiving, which is the 
busiest time of the year.

The entry fee is $35 per 
person after and $5 for chil-
dren under 12 on the day of 
the race. 

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — In re-
sponse Hurricane Helene’s 
destruction in and around 
Asheville, North Carolina, 
Cornwall’s Transfer Station 
crew has created a fundrais-
ing effort.

Crewmember Will Ber-
ry proposed the idea to 
the Board of Selectmen at 
a meeting Oct. 15. He said 
the victims need assistance 
in the areas of food, water, 
shelter and clothing, but the 
most effective way to help is 
to send money.

He identified a grassroots 
organization called Beloved 
Asheville that had made a 
significant impact on those 
affected. Through a network 
of volunteers and host fam-
ilies in the area, support is 
provided on the ground to 
those who need it most.

BOS got on board with 

Cornwall creates fund for 
hurricane victims in Asheville

the initiative and offered to 
help organize and distribute 
the donations.

First Selectman Gor-
don Ridgway suggested 
kick-starting the fund with 
$1,000 from the town’s Can 
and Bottle Fund. The motion 
passed unanimously.

Donations will be col-
lected at Town Hall and the 
Transfer Station. Checks 
should be made out to the 
Town of Cornwall with “Aid 
to Asheville” in the memo.

Donors will be acknowl-
edged for their contribution. 
Call the Selectmen’s Office 
at (860) 672-4959 for more 
information.

Knotweed
Japanese knotweed has 

been found growing at the 
Transfer Station. A roughly 
300-foot patch is located at 
the site of the old land fill, 
and further back is another 
growth of approximately the 

same size.
“It’s a pretty nasty weed 

that spreads easily and grows 
fast,” said Berry. “We really 
have to be aggressive with it 
for about two years.”

Berry proposed treating 
the knotweed with Glypho-
sate herbicide and cutting the 
stalks until it is eradicated. 
BOS voted to approve the 

treatment plan.
Equipment needed for the 

work includes a spot spray-
er ($149), 2.5 gallons of 41% 
Glyphosate ($75) and protec-
tive gear ($100).

Berry will renew his 
herbicide/pesticide applica-
tor license this winter. The 
spraying is expected to begin 
next June.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

NORFOLK — A group 
of about 25 people stood a 
mile or so along a dirt road in 
Great Mountain Forest and 
gazed at a replica charcoal 
mound on Friday, Oct. 11.

“You’re standing in an 
industrial legacy,” said his-
torian Dick Paddock.

Matt Gallagher, GMF’s 
director of programs and 
operations, said the replica 
mound is about half the size 
of the real thing, and is cut 
away in order to show visi-
tors how the mounds were 
constructed.

Paddock said that during 
the roughly 200 years (1734-
1923) that high-quality iron 
was produced in Northwest 
Connecticut, the fuel that 
made it all possible was 
charcoal.

Burning copious amounts 
of wood to get the desired 
charcoal for the iron-making 
process was painstaking, ar-
duous, and dangerous work, 
Paddock said. 

And the industry needed 
a lot of it. Beckley Furnace in 
East Canaan used 1 ⅜ acres 
worth of wood per day.

Paddock pointed out that 
charcoal was a renewable en-

GMF’s charcoal lesson

ergy source.
The iron companies 

bought up forests, cut them, 
burned them and replanted 
them on a 20-year rotation.

One consequence of that 
is today, “there are thousands 
of acres of vacant land” in the 
Northwest Corner.

“Because of an industry!”
Gallagher credited retired 

GMF forester Jody Bronson 
for the idea of a replica char-
coal mound, and thanked 
Dan Bolognani of Housa-
tonic Heritage (who was on 
hand) for supplying a grant 
for design and construction.

The mound was built by a 
team of interns last year, and 
survived a July 2023 storm 
that washed out much of the 
dirt road leading past the 
mound.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

The replica charcoal 
mound at Great Mountain 
Forest, Oct. 11.



Route 44
Continued from Page A1

Swaths of trees have been 
cut down along the 1,034-
foot stretch of roadway to 
allow the slope angle to be 
reduced. Without trees and 
roots preventing erosion, the 
specter of mudslides looms 
in the imagination. DOT en-
gineers intend to leave the 
root systems in place to give 
the hillside greater stability.

Amy Hare, DOT chief en-
gineer on Project 97-95 gave 
a progress update on October 
18, 2024: “Tree clearing was 
completed, and the contrac-
tor is now working on relo-
cating the sewer under the 
supervision of Norfolk Sew-
er District.  We anticipate a 
larger project update to be 
provided in a couple weeks.” 

The new sewer pipes will 
be laid down on the south 
side of Route 44, creating 
just one available traffic lane 
against the existing retaining 
wall as of Nov. 18, according 
to Norfolk First Selectman 
Matt Riiska.

Compounding the dis-
ruption is the ongoing re-
placement of River Place 
Bridge, originally slated to 
be completed in November 
of 2022. Now projected to be 
complete this Spring, the gi-
ant crane and steel beams for 
the structure are sharing the 
roadway with Project 97-95. 

DOT Project 97-95 is 
scheduled to be completed 
by October 2028 at an esti-
mated cost of $37 million. 
This project is administered 
by the Bureau of Engineering 
and Construction, Office of 
Construction, District 4 in 
Thomaston.

According to DOT, “Mo-
torists can expect alternating 

lanes to be closed on route 
44, Monday through Friday 
[9 a.m. to 3 p.m.]. Traffic 
control signing patterns and 
flaggers will guide motorists 
through the work site. Mo-
torists should be aware that 
modifications or extensions 
to this schedule may become 
necessary due to weather 
delays or other unforeseen 
conditions, particularly with 
trenching operations.  Mo-
torists are advised to main-
tain a safe speed, be hands-
free with cell phones, to ig-
nore phone notifications/car 
center console screens when 
driving in the work zone.”

Another concern raised at 
a well-attended community 
information session held on 
May 16 at The Hub in Nor-
folk, was access for emergen-
cy vehicles, especially when 
it snows. 

DOT sent eight engineers 
and designers to answer 
questions and concerns of 
the public. Ambulances, fire 
trucks and police cars will 
have special signals called 
“preemption signals” to 
control the temporary traffic 
lights that will be installed so 
they can answer emergencies 
without obstruction. The sys-
tem, which uses coded infra-
red strobe lights on the vehi-
cles linked to sensors at the 
signal, is called Emergency 
Vehicle Preemption.

Work on Route 44 will be 
stopped temporarily during 
the winter months so the 
road will have two available 
lanes.

To report a problem or 
raise a concern call: 860-
594-2560 or contact: DOT.
CustomerCare@ct.gov
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By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — A 
public hearing was held Oct. 
15 for comment on draft text 
changes regarding restric-
tions on cul de sac street 
development.

The application for this 
change was originally sub-
mitted in May by the devel-
opers of the River Woods 
subdivision, also known 
as Honey Hill,  along the 
Housatonic River. The de-
velopers requested a text 
amendment to increase the 
total number of lots permit-
ted on a dead-end road in 
North Canaan from 12 to 
20 and to extend the max-
imum length of dead ends 
beyond the current limit of 
1,000-feet.

Several meetings and 
hearings over the summer 
resulted in drafted text 
changes. Under P&Z’s draft, 
the standard subdivision 
limit for number of lots on 
a dead-end road would be 
increased to 15. The maxi-
mum road length increased 
to 1,500 feet. 

Additional language 
was proposed regarding 
conservation parcels. The 
change would require ease-
ment-protected land to be 
contained within a single 
parcel and that up to 30% 
of a standard subdivision 
property could be allocated 
for conservation by request 
of P&Z.

Alterations to the thresh-
old of a conservation sub-
division were made as well. 
Under the proposed text 
change, 40% of a property 
must be easement-protected 

River Woods subdivision returns 
to North Canaan P&Z agenda

in order to qualify as a con-
servation subdivision. On 
conservation subdivisions, a 
maximum of 18 lots would 
be permitted on dead ends 
with up to 2,000 feet of road.

Abbott said all changes 
have been reviewed and en-
dorsed by the town attorney.

The Oct. 15 public hear-
ing included testimony 
from three speakers, none 
of whom were residents of 
North Canaan.

Attorney Charles Andres, 
representing Bruce McEver, 
the owner of the property of 
the proposed River Woods 
subdivision, requested P&Z 
Chair Tim Abbott recuse 
himself from discussion re-
lated to the text changes. He 
felt the text changes directly 
impact the River Woods ap-
plication and that Abbott is 
unfit to preside due to his vo-
cal opposition of the project.

Abbott noted he is re-
cused from discussions about 
the River Woods project, but 
the dead-end regulations ef-
fect the whole town.

Andres noted that Abbott, 
on behalf of the Housatonic 
Valley Association, inquired 
about purchasing the land 
from McEver. Abbott is the 
conservation director at 
HVA.

Land use professional 
Janel Mullen advised P&Z to 
reject the drafted text change.

“The proposed update to 
the Town of North Canaan 
subdivision regulations are 
not an improvement or 
thoughtfully crafted by an 
impartial professional,” said 
Mullen. 

She said the text change, 
which was drafted by Abbott, 

was created improperly and 
would benefit from the guid-
ance of an expert. “Most of 
these changes would directly 
and detrimentally impact the 
River Woods proposal,” she 
said.

Mullen added that P&Z’s 
65-day review period to vote 
on the original text change 
application expired on Aug. 3 
and no extension was issued. 

“The Honey Hill devel-
opment group should be 
granted a timely decision,” 
said Mullen.

Mullen stated she was 
not actively contracted with 
the Town of North Canaan. 
Landowner McEver later said 
Mullen was hired by him.

Once the public hearing 
adjourned, P&Z moved into 
its regular meeting. The com-
missioners felt more research 
was required before voting 
on the text changes (for both 
the original application and 
the version drafted by Ab-
bott). The item will be added 
as “old business” for the No-
vember P&Z meeting.

“We’re not voting at all 
right now,” said Abbott, who 
then recused himself before a 
new application for the River 
Woods subdivision was put 
forth.

Revised application
George Johannesen of Al-

lied Engineering presented 
a revised application for the 
subdivision of Bruce McEv-
er’s property. He stated this 
plan is not preferred by the 
developers, but it is in com-
pliance with current zoning 
regulations.

The new plan calls for 33 
lots, up from 20 in the cul de 
sac plan, ranging from 1.5 to 

9 acres each. The proposed 
loop road is 3,750 feet long 
with two directional traffic.

Johannesen said this is an 
increase of more than 500 
feet of pavement compared 
to the cul de sac plan. The 
plan would require addi-
tional clearing of the forest 
to make way for a larger road. 

“We never got an an-
swer on our proposed text 
amendment so we were kind 
of pushed into this,” said Jo-
hanssen. “This meets all the 
requirements. It’s just not a 
very good layout.”

Johannesen said until a 
vote is held on the requested 
text change, the 33-lot plan 
will be moving forward. 

A public hearing on the 
new application was set for 
Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. 

During public comment, 
McEver addressed the com-
mission’s lack of action on 
the proposed text change. He 
said P&Z should have hired 
Mullen to draft a text change 
instead of having Chairman 
Abbott write the change.

“What Tim drafted is 
going to shut down devel-
opment in this town for 
the rest of your lives,” said 
McEver. “Use an expert when 
you draft things. It’s pretty 
simple.”

He emphasized he would 
prefer to pursue the 20-lot 
cul de sac plan but will move 
forward with the 33-lot plan 
if the requested text change 
is not approved. 

“We’ve got a proposal that 
complies with what you’ve 
got on the table and it’s legal. 
I’ll take either one.”

By Alec Linden

NORFOLK — The Nor-
folk Curling Club Pig Roast 
Fundraiser went down at the 
team’s clubhouse on Satur-
day, Oct. 19, capping off a 
day of cycling through the 
town’s bucolic back roads 
for the Tour de Forest and 
Icebox Gravel bike rides.

Curling Club member 
Bob Gilchrest said that the 
“first annual” designation 
was a little cheeky, but he 
does hope it happens again 
next year.

Gilchrest is the chair 
of Norfolk’s Rails to Trails 
Committee and organiz-
es the yearly bike rides to 
fundraise for the devel-
opment of the town’s rail 
trail that stretches down 
to Winchester. He first ran 
the event in 2018 as a way 
to bring awareness to the 
rail trail and also to “have 
an event that involves the 
whole town” and brings cy-

Bike ride concludes with pig roast
clists to Norfolk’s gorgeous 
roadways, he said.

The Tour de Forest course 
snaked its way up Wang-
um Road and back down 
through the Great Moun-
tain Forest’s dirt roads, while 
the Icebox Gravel track ex-
plored the town’s northern 
country routes. “Having the 
Great Mountain Forest be 
a quarter of the town and 
having the course track 
through its dirt roads is re-
ally a treat,” said West Lowe, 
who volunteered to help set 
the courses.  

Gilchrest and others em-
phasized that this event was 
not a race and there would 
no winners, a sentiment 
which several participants 
apparently took quite seri-
ously. When a group of cy-
clists didn’t return after the 
sweeper had made it back 
to the finish line, an envoy 
was dispatched to locate 
the missing riders. They 
were found happily enjoy-

ing a pint in the sunshine 
at Norbrook Farm Brewery.

The pig roast, which was 
a new addition this year, fol-
lowed the rides at the Curl-
ing Club which also served 
as the start and finish to 
the bike rides. The bike 
rides were the main event, 
Gilchrest maintained. The 
pig roast “piggybacked” on 
the cycling – “no pun in-
tended.”

Secondary or not, the jo-
vial atmosphere at the pig 
roast indicated that it was 
a fun way to raise money 
for the Club, whose season 
begins in a few weeks.

The pig was prepared 
courtesy of five-year Curl-
ing Club member Bryant 
Massey, who said he roasted 
the 120 lb. animal outside 
the clubhouse. His wife Gail 
was in the indoor kitchen 
and “did pretty much ev-
erything else,” Massey said. 
The results were delicious, 
this reporter assures.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Norfolk’s Tour de Forest Oct. 19 ended with a pig roast at the curling clubhouse.
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Free Admission & Parking • No Pets

Exhibitor Space Available: 845-221-6561
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STORMVILLEAIRPORTFLEAMARKETS.COM

STORMVILLE
AIRPORT

Antique Show & Flea Market
Over 400 Exhibitors

Christmas in November
Saturday Only | Nov. 2
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clock, producing more than 2 
billion medical devices each 
year that are sold in every re-
gion worldwide.

Responding to  
consumer needs

In March, Eric Borin, pres-
ident of BD Medication De-
livery Solutions, announced a 
statement saying: “BD has the 
capacity to support additional 

syringe demand and is fur-
ther increasing U.S. produc-
tion to help ensure continuity 
of patient care.”

Since the initial FDA 
safety communication in 
November 2023, he noted, 
“BD has increased domestic 
manufacturing of syringes 
in our Nebraska and Con-
necticut facilities to respond 

to customer needs. Ensuring 
the safety and quality of our 
products is the top priority 
at BD.”

Borin further noted at the 
time that “The latest FDA 
safety communication does 
not include any BD syringes. 
Over our more than 125-year 
history, we have served the 
health care system’s need for 
essential high quality medical 
products, including manufac-
turing 2 billion additional sy-
ringes and needles to support 
the global pandemic response 
to COVID-19.”

Syringe manufacturers  
in China cited

In late November 2023, 
the FDA announced its probe 
into reports of leaks, breakag-
es and other quality problems 
with plastic syringes manu-
factured in China “that are 
used for injecting fluids into 
or withdrawing fluids from, 
the body,” according to the 
health regulator.

On March 14, the FDA 
issued an update on warning 
letters sent to three entities: 
Jiangsu Shenli Medical Pro-
duction Co. Ltd, Medline In-
dustries, LP and Sol-Millen-
nium Medical Inc., describing 
violations related to the “sale 
and distribution of unautho-
rized plastic syringes that had 
not been cleared or approved 
by the FDA,” according to a 
new release.

“In addition, we are ac-
tively evaluating quality is-
sues and performance testing 

failures with plastic syringes 
made by Jiangsu Caina Med-
ical Co Ltd., a China-based 
manufacturer sited in the 
warning letter issued to Med-
line Industries, LP. The FDA 
will take additional steps as 
appropriate,” the FDA stated.

In its August 16 update, 
the FDA continued to rec-
ommend that healthcare 
providers “use syringes not 
manufactured in China, if 
possible.

“At this time, glass sy-
ringes, pre-filled syringes 
or syringes used for topical 
purposes are not included. If 
you only have syringes man-
ufactured in China, then con-
tinue to use them as needed 
until you are able to use al-
ternative syringes and closely 
monitor for leaks, breakage 
and other problems,” the FDA 
announced.

In March, BD was named 
to Fortune’s 2024 list of Amer-
ica’s Most Innovative Compa-
nies, and in September, the 
company announced that it 
had been named to TIME’s 
2024 list of the World’s Best 
Companies based on employ-
ee feedback.

BD’s operations in North 
Canaan have also been rec-
ognized by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
for achieving the Energy Star 
Challenge for Industry for en-
ergy reduction. The site is a 
landfill-free site where waste 
is reduced, recycled or con-
verted into energy.

Frontier Communications 
was granted $954,909 to in-
stall fiber optic cable to 148 
locations in Sharon, with 
some abutting the Cornwall 
town line.

“The expansion of broad-
band infrastructure will 
make Connecticut’s towns 
and cities stronger, more re-
silient, and better positioned 
to engage in today’s increas-
ingly digitized world,” Gov-
ernor Lamont stated in the 
press release.

Sharon
While Jill Drew, co-chair 

of the Sharon Connect Task 
Force (SCTF), was pleased 
to see money allocated to-
wards improving her town’s 
high-speed internet, she 
was surprised that Sharon’s 
application was denied to 
reimburse most of the $1.6 
million the town spent on its 
own project to bring broad-
band to unserved residents.

“We are disappointed that 
the state chose to put off the 
decision of whether to reim-
burse the town,” Drew said in 
a statement. 

Of the $40.8 million in 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) Capital Project 
Fund, $12.8 million remains, 
which DEEP will administer 
for a second round of grants 
on a first come, first serve 
basis. Drew maintained that 
Sharon will quickly resubmit.

After hearing stories 
about Sharon residents suf-
fering from lacking high-
speed internet, such as a 
school teacher teaching 
zoom classes during the 
pandemic from a parked car 
outside J.P. Gifford in Sharon, 
the SCTF dedicated itself to 
bringing “universal access 
to people who lived in Sha-
ron who otherwise it would 
make no business sense for 
a company to pay to connect 
them.” 

“That’s why we need gov-
ernment funding,” Drew 
added.

In 2023, Sharon partnered 
with Comcast to “provide 
high-speed internet con-
nections to 272 homes along 
28.5 miles of Sharon roads 
that had previously not had 
broadband access,” accord-
ing to the SCTF. By the time 
the ConneCTed Communi-
ties grants applications were 
open, the project was largely 
complete, which is why Sha-
ron’s application was denied 
in the first round, Drew 
explained. While there are 
no guarantees, she said, she 
hopes for better results in the 
second round.

As for Frontier’s fiber 
optic project, she is excited 
about the prospect of compe-
tition between providers in 

town, which will bring better 
service, she said. On the oth-
er hand, though, she hopes 
that Frontier’s award doesn’t 
“box out the town receiving 
funding for its own success-
ful project getting everybody 
connected.”

“The Town of Sharon wel-
comes competition so our 
residents can decide which 
internet provider has the best 
service at the best price,” said 
Casey Flanagan, Sharon’s 
First Selectman, though he 
also maintained he is hopeful 
the new application for reim-
bursement will be accepted.

Drew noted that Frontier 
owns all the copper wire 
landlines in the state, and 
she’s wary of the ISP using 
the project to try and edge 
out telephone landlines in 
favor of fiber optic cable.

“Frontier will need to 
keep its copper wire for ru-
ral residents,” said Drew, cit-
ing the need for alternative 
communications measures 
in households without reli-
able cellular service.

Kent
Other town leaders found 

themselves looking at these 
grants from the sidelines. 
Lynn Worthington, select-
man and chair of the Kent 
Broadband and Mobile 
Communication Working 
Group, pointed out that the 
funding opportunities have 
“rules [that] make it difficult 
for municipalities to apply.”

In Kent’s case, Spectrum 
and Frontier have been un-
responsive, so the town has 
been ineligible to apply for 
the ConneCTed Communi-
ties grants. Worthington said 
that Spectrum has always 
been difficult to reach, as has 
Frontier since a merger was 
announced with Verizon.

Another funding path-
way, called the Broadband 
Equity, Access, and Deploy-
ment (BEAD) program, has 
been held up during a data 
review by the National Tele-
communications and Infor-
mation Administration. 

“Basically, nothing has 
happened with BEAD since 
July,” remarked Worthington.

To engage the public, the 
Kent group will focus its ef-
forts on outreach strategies 
to educate residents on the 
costs of being left behind. 
“Fiber optic is the future,” 
Worthington said. “The ex-
isting service isn’t going to 
be adequate in four to five 
years.”

Overall, Worthington be-
lieves that discourse between 
towns and across the state is 
paramount to a better con-
nected future: “We could all 
learn from each other,” she 
said.

jumping competition was 
held in January of 1927. 

The Sheils discovered 
the ski jump in December 
of 2020, when they came to 
Salisbury from New York City 
to escape Covid and find a 
“sense of community” during 
the pandemic. Their thoughts 
went to downhill skiing, but 
Billy Sheil read an ad about 
Holiday Ski Jump Camp in 
The Lakeville Journal and the 
family decided to see what it 
was about. 

From that start, Islay began 
her path to competition with 
the help of longtime Junior Ski 
Jumping Coach, Larry Stone 
of SWSA. She made the Junior 
National Team in February of 
2024 and went to Anchorage, 
Alaska to compete in March. 
She earned a bronze medal 
in the team event with Caro-
line Chor, teammate from the 
Ford Sayre Ski Club in New 
Hampshire. 

Islay explained about ski 
jumping, “I like being in the 
air and flying. It is super cool.” 
She also “likes the sense of 
community.”  

According to her father, 
“Islay trains in Lake Placid 
around twenty weekends a 
year.”  This winter, Islay will go 
to Lake Placid for the months 
of January and February and 
train six days a week there. 
She will keep up her stud-
ies with tutors. “Ian Strever, 
principal of HVRHS, has 
been incredibly supportive,” 
commented Billy Sheil. 

Islay has no problem with 
her schedule of training and 
school. “It’s not hard to fit ev-
erything in. I’m never behind 
in school. I make time for it 
all.”  

Islay spends ten months 
a year training. “When there 
is no snow, ski jumpers train 

on aluminum or porcelain 
tracks, and the hill is covered 
with plastic. Sprinklers wet 
the surface to replicate con-
ditions,” explained her father. 
“She also does dry land train-
ing, working on stretching 
and imitation moves called 
IMO’s that replicate jump-
ing, along with light weight 
training and playing soccer 
and lacrosse to stay fit.”

 It is a male dominated 
sport, “but the East has a great 
group of committed female 
jumpers who are making 
strides and supporting one 
another,” said Billy Sheil. “Is-
lay really likes these girls and 
respects them.” 

Islay feels that ski jump-
ing attracts more males be-
cause “It’s the fight or flight 
risk. Your mind thinks it’s 
unsafe.” Referring to jump-
ing from a height that most 
people would shy away from. 
She feels “Younger boys are 
less cautious, more fearless.”

Does her mother, Kristin, 
ever worry, seeing Islay poised 
to jump? “I have faith in her 
coaches.” She is confident 
they would not ask Islay to 
do something for which she 
is not ready. 

“Islay recently returned 
from a ski jumping tourna-
ment in Chicago where she 
got to jump on a 70-meter 
hill, which “we don’t have 
in the East,” said her father. 
There she competed against 
girls from across the United 
States. On October 19-20 she 
went back to Lake Placid to 
train with U.S. National Team 
jumper Paige Jones.

Her goals for the future? 
“I want to be able to jump the 
120-meter jump and to make 
the National Team.” But she 
added, “In a while, not right 
away.”  

operating costs. All the mon-
ey raised by the Run and Wag 
goes to those costs.” 

She went on to say, “The 
Run and Wag is a premier 
dog and human race. We are 
extremely proud of it.” This 
year she noted they had “79 
dogs and 200 human runners 
and walkers entered.”

Nita Colgate, from Corn-
wall, was spectating with her 
dog, Ananda, who was ad-
opted from the Little Guild in 
December. Colgate said that 
Little Guild was “absolutely 
wonderful in post adoption 
care.” They supplied her with 
dog food when Ananda ran 
out and wouldn’t eat his 
new food, in spite of it being 
Christmas Eve. 

Robert Lindgren with 
Cecil, a cocker spaniel, and 
friends Michael Carter and 
pug Juniper, waited to walk 
the route. Lindgren said, 
“Little Guild is wonderful. 
They do great things.”  

Andrea Fournier came 
from Barkhamsted with 
Maverick, a yellow lab. She 
commented about Little 
Guild, “It’s a great organiza-
tion. We had a 15-year-old 
cat from them. She was the 
best cat! We like to support 
them.” 

Robert Ghitelman and 
Sandy Adelsberg of Cornwall 
were walking with their com-
panions Airedale and Scout. 

Adelsberg said “The music is 
a lot of fun and appropriate. 
Great weather, lots of people 
came out and there are lots 
of happy dogs and people.”

At noon, walkers, run-
ners and dogs all lined up at 
the start and were off on the 
five-kilometer route. 

The first runner, seven-
teen-year-old Bradley Bozzu-
to, returned 16 minutes at 16 
seconds later. He broke the 
previous individual record 
of 16:24 set in 2015. 

The first dog-human 
team to finish was four-time 
winner, Brittany Telke with 
her basenji, Mazikeen from 
Bristol. Their time was 19:02. 
Brittany said of the run, “The 
challenging part is that she 
gets a little distracted (by 
other dogs) during the sec-

ond part of the race. But she 
was better this year.” 

Winners in the men’s 
team category were Michael 
Geschwind and Thor the 
great dane-mix with a time 
of nineteen minutes, thirty 
seconds. Tara Geschwind, 
who also ran, said, “I just love 
it. I’ve been donating to Little 
Guild for years and years.”  

John Guenther, a former 
president of Little Guild’s 
board, came in with a time 
of 22 minutes. He walks 12 
miles daily with the little 

guild dogs awaiting adop-
tion. He said the event was 
“A wonderful celebration 
of dogs and the connection 
people have with their an-
imals.” 

Toby, a husky/chihuahua, 
wore a costume of bat wings 
and ran with Kristin Wheel-
er. “It was hot. He pulled me 
along with his wings. It was 
lots of fun!”  

This was a sentiment all 
seemed to agree with, spec-
tators, runners, walkers, and 
dogs alike. 

PHOTOS BY L. TOMAINO

T h o r  a n d  M i c h a e l 
Geschwind, winners in 
the men’s category for 
human-dog team at the 
Little Guild’s Run and 
Wag 5K.  Their time was 
19 minutes, 30 seconds. 
Also pictured is Tara Gres.

Toby, a husky/chihuahua 
mix wore bat wings for ex-
tra speed at the Run and 
Wag 5K on Saturday, Oct. 
19 in Cornwall.

Human and canine run-
ners depart the starting 
line for the 11th annual 
Run and Wag 5K to bene-
fit The Little Guild in West 
Cornwall.
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Falls Village: Autumn delights
LIFESTYLE: LANS CHRISTENSEN

At The 
Movies

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Join us and have lots of fun while 
burning calories, improving your 
flexibility, coordination, and 
more in our Saturday Zumba 
class with certified Zumba 
instructor Placido Birriel. 
One-time registration is required.
Go to www.noblehorizons.org/
events or scan the QR code below.

ZUMBA!
Saturdays • 10-11AM

Community Room

Open for lunch  
starting August 22

Thursday - Saturday 11:30-2:30

192 Sharon Road, Lakeville, CT 06039
(860) 435-0578 | www.thewoodlandrestaurant.com

A  C o u n t r y  R e s t a u r a n tA  C o u n t r y  R e s t a u r a n t

PAR FOR THE CORKS 
AWCO CHARITY GOLF FUNDRAISER

Monday, October 28, 2024
Silo Ridge Field Club

Join the Amenia-Wassaic Community 
Organization for a golf scramble and a day 

of fun at Silo Ridge Field Club.

All event proceeds to benefi t 
the Amenia-Wassaic Community Organization 

and the local community.

To purchase tickets, go to
www.eventbrite.com/e/par-for-the-corks-awco-
charity-golf-fundraiser-tickets-1033851225847

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

10/25, 26, 30, 31
7:00 pm

GOODRICH  - R
WE LIVE IN TIME - R

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 10/25 > THU 10/31 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

CONCLAVE

SCREAM 2

LEE

Sat. Oct. 26 @ 6:30 PM
Meet the Director

64 DAYS + Q&A
with NICK QUESTED

& RICHARD SCHLESINGER

WE LIVE IN TIME Sun. Oct 27 @ 1:30 PM
SOAR

Student Film Showcase

Tuesday, October 29 @ 7 PM - FREE

MOVIE TRIVIA NIGHT
Annual Halloween Costume Competition!

Thu. Oct 31 @ 7 PM
NOSFERATU
with RADIOHEAD
a Silents Synced Film

PHOTOS BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Above, Bearett and Wesson O’Dell complete the corn maze 
at Falls Village Fall Fest, Oct. 19. Left, Best Overall Pie winner 
Eilleen Kinsella presents her award.

The spacious and 
inviting Falls Vil-
lage Recreational 

Center was site of the 
Fall Festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 19. 

A truly gorgeous day 
welcomed visitors to the 
afternoon gathering sur-
rounded by fall foliage. 
The Recreation Depart-
ment and David M. Hunt 
Library put together 
the festival and offered 
games, music, and food 
for all ages. 

Kids could paint 
pumpkins or, if they 
chose, could have their 
faces painted. Music was 
provided by John Stey 
and Rachel Gall, who 
laughingly said, “ I’m 
also known as the Falls 
Village Fiddler.”  

The premier draw was 
definitely the “Pie Con-
tests. Open to all, “baked 
from scratch” pies filled 
the judging table and 
there were 14 mouthwa-
tering entries. 

Apple and pumpkin 
were the majority of 
entries, with a strawber-
ry rhubarb in the mix as 
well. Four judges eagerly 

sampled the pies and 
made detailed notes on 
taste, originality, and 
presentation. 

Judge Denny Jacobs 
said he was “amazed at 
the variety and differenc-
es in just the apple pies” 
and added, “All the pies 
tasted great but there 
were a couple of out-
standing ones.”  

Results were tabulat-
ed and Emily Peterson, 
Falls Village Recreation 

Director announced the 
winners: Piper Peterson’s 
pumpkin pie took third, 
Tamara Polk’s pumpkin 
took second, and the 
grand prize went to 
Eileen Kinsella and her 

apple pie. 
The eager public was 

then offered a tasting 
and loved every entry 
and gave the “Peoples 
Choice” award to Katlyn 
Kinsella.

Above, Falls Village Recreation Director Emily Peterson cuts pies for 
eager guests and judges. Below, children paint pumpkins.

The North Canaan 
Pumpkin Fest 
occupied the ex-

panse of Lawrence Field 
with spectacular weath-
er on Saturday, Oct. 19.

While sporting a new 
name, North Canaan 
Events Committee Chair 
Jenn Crane assured that 
this year’s festival was a 
continuation of previous 
autumn celebrations 
organized by the Com-
mittee. It was the first 
year the event has been 
located at Lawrence 
Field, which Crane said 
was a welcomed change 
from the more restrictive 
sites of previous itera-
tions.

“This is really about 
collaboration,” Crane 
said, highlighting the 
many partnerships that 
enabled the festival to go 
forward. The Committee 
joined with many local 
nonprofits and business-
es to bring the action to 
Lawrence Field, in-
cluding the Housatonic 

Fall fun in 
North Canaan

LIFESTYLE: ALEC LINDEN

Valley FFA Chapter, the 
Scouts, Saint Martin of 
Tours church, The Music 
Lab, and the Cranford 
Club. Local farms also 
joined in, with Freund’s, 
Ford and Carlwood 
farms contributing to 
the festivities.

Vendor tents lined 
the field selling various 
crafts and trinkets, while 
activities for families 
included pumpkin 
painting, regular paint-
ing, face painting, kids 
karaoke and a petting 
zoo. The festival ran an 
emergency relief drive 
for communities in the 
Southeast impacted by 
Hurricane Helene, which 
was continued at town 
hall on Sunday.

The petting zoo was 
operated by the Housa-
tonic Valley FFA and 
included two alpacas 
and several pint-sized 
goats in a small pen. 
Chris Crane, president of 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Can Can Carl, the scarecrow made out of 
recyclable materials, at Lawrence Field.

Continued on next page
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ADVERTISE IN COMPASS
To advertise your event under the Arts & 
Entertainment banner, call 860-435-9873 or  
email advertising@lakevillejournal.com...Pumpkin Fest Continued from previous page

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

Fall Festival Thank YouFall Festival Thank You
Thanks to all the organizations, churches, schools, and businesses who 
contributed to making the 67th Salisbury Fall Festival a huge success!
Visitors from near and far filled the town, enjoying the many activities 

and events, on a gorgeous autumn weekend.

Special thanks to our generous Sponsors!

RED MAPLE
Elyse Harney Real Estate
Hendricks Churchill
Ed Herrington’s, Inc.
Indian Mountain School
Interlaken Inn
LaBonne’s
Lakeville Community  

Conservation

The Lakeville Journal
NBT Bank
Noble Horizons
Salisbury Affordable  

Housing Commission
Salisbury Association 
Salisbury Handmade Group
Salisbury School

Salisbury Visiting  
Nurse Association

Shopper’s Guide
Town of Salisbury
Tri-State Chamber  

of Commerce
White Hart Inn
William Pitt/Sotheby’s

BLUE SPRUCE
151 Pressed Food Truck
9 Academy
All Saints of America Church
Black Rabbit
Casa Marcelo
Cousins Maine Lobster Truck
EXTRAS
Friends of Scoville Memorial Library
Hotchkiss School
Housatonic Child Care Center 
Housatonic Youth Service Bureau 
Hunky Hound Handlers
Lakeville Hose Company
Lakeville Hose Ladies Auxiliary
Karen LeSage, artist
J.T. Murphy’s Barbershop
Peter Sadlon Honey
Pink Cloud Gallery
Project SAGE
Riga Yoga
Salisbury Central School PTO
Salisbury Youth Hockey
SWSA

WHITE OAK
Blue Studio Dance
Bristow Proffitt
Community Health & Wellness Center
Congregational Church of Salisbury
Corner Food Pantry
Crêpe Royale Food Truck
Diann Franson Education Fund
Doda’s Ice Cream Truck
Honeychurch Home
Johnnycake Books
Joie Maison
Litchfield Bancorp
Millerton Vet
Moore & More Printing
Tom Morrison
National Iron Bank
Petpourri
Roaring Oak Florist
Rosemary Rose Finery
Salisbury Community Dog Park
Salisbury Forum
Salisbury General Store
Salisbury Rotary Club
Salisbury Wines
Jean Saliter Designs
St. John’s Episcopal Church
SOAR
Sweet Williams

the chapter at Housaton-
ic Valley Regional High 
School, said they’re “just 
trying to get outreach to 
the community” about 
opportunities with the 
FFA.

Other features includ-
ed Heather Matthews’ 
“mobile classroom and 
book bus,” where she 
gives away donated 
children’s books. Based 
in Sharon, it was her first 
time bringing the book 
bus to North Canaan, 
and the day had been 
fruitful. “My goal is to 
give away as many books 
as possible,” and she had 
donated several hundred 

at the festival, Matthews 
said.

Another popular 
booth was run by na-
tional art honor society 
students from Mount 
Everett Regional School, 

providing face painting, 
painting lessons, and 
even caricatures for 
participants. Some 25-30 
kids had stopped by, the 
students said, “and some 
adults too.” 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Alpacas bask in the autumn sun at Pumpkin Fest.

SOAR student film to showcase at The Moviehouse
FILM: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

At 1:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 
The Moviehouse 

in Millerton will host 
the SOAR Student Film 
Showcase, featuring a 
spine-chilling lineup of 
Halloween and horror 
short films crafted by 
SOAR students. This free 
event offers a unique op-
portunity to experience 
the creativity and talent 
of young filmmakers 
from Salisbury Central 
School. Following the 
screenings, viewers are 

invited to stay for a Q&A 
session with the film-
makers.

SOAR, a commu-
nity-funded initiative, 
provides enrichment 
programs beyond the 
standard school curric-
ulum, ensuring equal 
access for all students.

“This is the second 
year of collaborating 
with The Moviehouse,” 
said SOAR’s executive 
director, Lauren Brown.  
“From brainstorming the 
concept to editing the 

final cut, this workshop 
gives children an oppor-
tunity to work alongside 
Hollywood directors, 
screenwriters, produc-
ers, and actors to learn 
what it takes to make a 
movie.” 

“This originally 
came about in the 
Spring of 2023 when 
SOAR reached out to 
us looking to collabo-
rate in some capacity,” 
explained The Movie-
house’s General Manag-
er, Jeremy Boviard.  With 

a background in horror 
films writer, director, 
and Moviehouse board 
member Tod “Kip” 
Williams pitched the 
idea of doing a class 
centered on creating 
horror shorts. Williams 
led the program last Fall. 
“I came in to help about 
halfway through and 
had a lot of fun getting 
involved,” said Boviard. 
“This session I’ve essen-
tially led the class, with 
involvement from Kip, 
his wife Gretchen Mol 
(also a board member), 
their son Ptolemy, other 
Moviehouse staff (Tom 

Cloutier and Kevin Pa-
krad), and local filmmak-
er Keith Boynton.” Many 
students returned for the 
second year of the class 
and have been able to 
build on their previous 
experience. “Working 
with each student to 
craft their stories and 
support their vision 
throughout the filmmak-
ing process has been a 
lesson for all involved in 

adaptability and using 
the resources available 
to the best of your abili-
ty,” Boviard said. 

No tickets are re-
quired—just come, 
enjoy, and be ready for 
a frightful afternoon. 
Please note the horror 
theme when considering 
younger children. Don’t 
miss this chance to sup-
port local youth in their 
creative pursuits.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SOAR, a community-funded organization providing enrichment programs to students of Salisbury Central School, will takeover The Moviehouse Oct. 27.
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The festive spirit is set 
to come alive at Hillsdale 
Hamlet Park on Satur-
day, Oct. 26, with Kids-
dale: Halloween Monster 
Mash Edition. This free, 
family-friendly event will 
take place from 2:30 to 
5:15 p.m., offering live 
music, games, Halloween 
costumes, prizes, and 
a variety of food and 
beverages. The rain date 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 27, at the same time.

Attendees can enjoy 
tunes from Count Slinku-
la and his Muhmys, savor 
fresh cider from Little 
Apple Cidery, and grab a 
bite from the Half Moon 
Pizza Truck. Local mer-
chants will also join the 
celebration with a Pump-
kin Festival, featuring 
face painting, giveaways, 
and in-store contests 
throughout the day. Cos-
tumes are encouraged 
for children, adults, and 
even pets, as they join in 
the Halloween fun.

The day will wrap up 
with the Hillsdale Fire 
Company #1’s annual 
children’s hayride at 
5:30 p.m., followed by a 
Halloween party at the 
firehouse, located at 
9387 State Route 22.

Kidsdale Halloween Monster Mash

Sponsored by the 
Hillsdale Hamlet Com-
mittee, Kidsdale aims 
to bring the community 
together while gathering 
feedback on enhanc-
ing Hamlet Park. “Our 
Hamlet Park is a vital but 
underused asset,” said 
Shannon Bell, chair of 
the Hamlet Committee. 
“Our goal is for Kidsdale 
to be just one of many 
events that bring people 

to the park throughout 
the year.”

“This Halloween edi-
tion of Kidsdale is going 
to be great fun with cos-
tumes, candy, live music, 
and the community,” 
added Hillsdale town 
board member Joanna 
Virello.

For more information 
and to fill out the Hamlet 
Park survey, visit hills-
daleny.com

Former president 
Donald J. Trump’s 
October 2024 call 

to revoke the broad-
cast license of CBS for 
election interference put 
the spotlight (perhaps 
just for a hot second) on 
another place it belongs 
in American culture: 
our government policy 
toward media and the 
technology overrunning 
our lives.  

“TAKE AWAY THE 
CBS LICENSE. Elec-
tion Interference.,” the 
ex-President posted, ev-
idence-free, on his own 
platform, Truth Social.  

“An UNPRECEDENT-
ED SCANDAL!!!” 

“[T]he Greatest Fraud 
in Broadcast History.”

At the end of the 19th 
century, the Lumière 
brothers premiered 
the first moving image 
film in Paris and Thom-
as Edison figured out 
electricity, the light bulb, 
and the phonograph.  
Advance the clock 130 
years and toss in the 
advent of computational 
power and you get the 
technology steering our 
present moment: one 
where Alphabet (the par-
ent company of Google), 
Amazon, Apple, Meta 
(Facebook), and Micro-
soft have a combined 
market capitalization of 
$10 trillion but hardly 
any regulations over how 
they control our society.

Author Frank Mc-
Court knows.  A bil-
lionaire investor turned 
philanthropist and au-
thor, McCourt presents 
us with details about 

how our information 
system has failed us, but 
brings with them a game 
plan for urgent reform – 
what he calls, rightfully 
and with no exaggera-
tion, “a once-in-a-civili-
zation opportunity.” 

We’ve become en-
thralled to our digital 
overlords, McCourt (and 
his co-author William J. 
Casey) tell us, each of us 
the digital equivalent of a 
feudal serf working land 
we don’t own.  

When Amazon Web 
Services, for example, 
hosts a third of all web-
sites; Google (with its 4+ 
billion users!) dominates 
search, email, video 
hosting, GPS services, 
document sharing, and 
smartphone software; 
Facebook collects 50,000 
data points on each user; 
and Amazon and Face-
book together take in 
“fully half ” of all online 
advertising dollars, we’ve 
let our modern Rockefel-
lers and Carnegies rule 
the roost.  

"Our Biggest Fight" 
explains how these com-
panies and the Internet 
as a whole have “evolved 
away” from earlier ideals 
into a system that is 
choking us.  Inspired 
by Thomas Paine and 
his pamphlet Common 
Sense and the trust-bust-
ing of Teddy Roosevelt, 
McCourt presents plans 
for the “NewNet” and 
what he calls Project 
Liberty at www.project-
liberty.io/

We need to “rear-
chitect” our media and 
technology ecosystem, 

McCourt says, with 
deeper and systematic 
consideration of data 
storage and portability 
and ownership, cyber-
security, and digital 
property rights.  And it’s 
not just about the mon-
ey.  People and machines 
are now sliding “an array 
of racist, misogynist, 
judgmental, bullying, 
reductionist, untruthful 
content into our increas-
ingly toxic online envi-
ronments.” 

He’s right.  
And how about the 

math?  In 2022 we each 
spent 151 minutes a day 
on social media.  If you 
figure five billion people 
are online, and add up all 
the days in a year, that’s 
a lot of time that these 
companies have “sucked 
out of our lives” and 
“converted into advertis-
ing dollars.”  

“We have a serious, 
global addition prob-
lem,” McCourt writes.  “A 
public health threat that 
overshadows even the 
recent global pandemic.”  
“Society is shaped by 
information,” McCourt 
tells us.  Letting every-
thing get away from us 
may turn out to be “one 
of the greatest mistakes 
human civilization has 
ever made.”  

Frank McCourt one of 
the few who can see the 
symptoms of crisis today, 
diagnose it, and propose 
and help administer 
treatment.  Those inter-
ested in building a new 
“social contract” for the 
Internet age should dive 
into his plan of action to-

day.  And now’s the time, 
before others with other 
plans, or concepts of 
plans, start taking away 
our broadcast licenses 
and more – by force.

* Peter B. Kaufman 
works at MIT.  His new 
book, The Moving Image: 
A User’s Manual, comes 
out in February.  

Examining 'dignity in the digital age'
BOOKS: PETER B. KAUFMAN PH
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By Ira Buch

The Hotchkiss School 
will kick off its 2024-2025 
Philharmonic season on 
Saturday, Nov. 2, with 
a special performance 
headlined by inter-
nationally acclaimed 
violinist Siqing Lu. The 
concert will start at 7 
p.m. and will run till 8:30 
p.m. in the Katherine M. 
Elfers Hall.

The Hotchkiss Phil-
harmonic was estab-
lished in 2018 by Barbara 
Walsh Hostetter (class 
of ‘77) and Amos Hostet-
ter to provide gifted 
young musicians with an 
opportunity to perform 
alongside successful pro-
fessionals. The concerts 
remain free and open 
to all community mem-
bers—no registration 
required.

The November Phil-
harmonic will be marked 
by a solo from influen-

Hotchkiss Philharmonic returns Nov. 2

tial Chinese violinist 
Siqing Lu. With over five 
decades of experience, 
Lu made history in 1987 
as the first Asian violinist 
to win the prestigious 
International Paganini 
Violin Competition. 
He has since served as 
the first Chinese solo-
ist-in-residence with the 
Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra in 2019-2020 
and has been a judge for 
numerous prestigious 
musical competitions. 
He is currently the 
Artistic Director of both 
the National Center for 
the Performing Arts May 
Festival in Beijing and 
the Siqing Lu Shenzhen 
Futian International 
String Festival.

At Hotchkiss, Lu will 
perform Max Bruch’s 
Violin Concerto No. 1 – 
one of the most popular 
violin concertos in solo 
violin repertoire.

Complementing Lu’s 

performance, Fabio 
Wirkowski, a head of 
the Hotchkiss visual and 
performing arts depart-
ment and a founder of 
The Hotchkiss Philhar-
monic Orchestra, will 
conduct Tchaikovsky’s 
Romeo and Juliet and 
Mascagni’s Intermezzo 
from Cavalleria Rusti-
cana, an Italian one act 
opera.

Hotchkiss student 
musicians, 22 in total, 
who are a part of the or-
chestra will play the two 
pieces along with local 
musical professionals 
and teachers.

The next performance 
as a part of the Philhar-
monic season will be 
orchestrated on April 
3, 2025. The upcoming 
concert on Nov. 2 will 
mark the beginning of a 
season rich in musical 
excellence and inspiring 
performances at Hotch-
kiss.
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The festive spirit is set 
to come alive at Hillsdale 
Hamlet Park on Satur-
day, Oct. 26, with Kids-
dale: Halloween Monster 
Mash Edition. This free, 
family-friendly event will 
take place from 2:30 to 
5:15 p.m., offering live 
music, games, Halloween 
costumes, prizes, and 
a variety of food and 
beverages. The rain date 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 27, at the same time.

Attendees can enjoy 
tunes from Count Slinku-
la and his Muhmys, savor 
fresh cider from Little 
Apple Cidery, and grab a 
bite from the Half Moon 
Pizza Truck. Local mer-
chants will also join the 
celebration with a Pump-
kin Festival, featuring 
face painting, giveaways, 
and in-store contests 
throughout the day. Cos-
tumes are encouraged 
for children, adults, and 
even pets, as they join in 
the Halloween fun.

The day will wrap up 
with the Hillsdale Fire 
Company #1’s annual 
children’s hayride at 
5:30 p.m., followed by a 
Halloween party at the 
firehouse, located at 
9387 State Route 22.

Kidsdale Halloween Monster Mash

Sponsored by the 
Hillsdale Hamlet Com-
mittee, Kidsdale aims 
to bring the community 
together while gathering 
feedback on enhanc-
ing Hamlet Park. “Our 
Hamlet Park is a vital but 
underused asset,” said 
Shannon Bell, chair of 
the Hamlet Committee. 
“Our goal is for Kidsdale 
to be just one of many 
events that bring people 

to the park throughout 
the year.”

“This Halloween edi-
tion of Kidsdale is going 
to be great fun with cos-
tumes, candy, live music, 
and the community,” 
added Hillsdale town 
board member Joanna 
Virello.

For more information 
and to fill out the Hamlet 
Park survey, visit hills-
daleny.com

Former president 
Donald J. Trump’s 
October 2024 call 

to revoke the broad-
cast license of CBS for 
election interference put 
the spotlight (perhaps 
just for a hot second) on 
another place it belongs 
in American culture: 
our government policy 
toward media and the 
technology overrunning 
our lives.  

“TAKE AWAY THE 
CBS LICENSE. Elec-
tion Interference.,” the 
ex-President posted, ev-
idence-free, on his own 
platform, Truth Social.  

“An UNPRECEDENT-
ED SCANDAL!!!” 

“[T]he Greatest Fraud 
in Broadcast History.”

At the end of the 19th 
century, the Lumière 
brothers premiered 
the first moving image 
film in Paris and Thom-
as Edison figured out 
electricity, the light bulb, 
and the phonograph.  
Advance the clock 130 
years and toss in the 
advent of computational 
power and you get the 
technology steering our 
present moment: one 
where Alphabet (the par-
ent company of Google), 
Amazon, Apple, Meta 
(Facebook), and Micro-
soft have a combined 
market capitalization of 
$10 trillion but hardly 
any regulations over how 
they control our society.

Author Frank Mc-
Court knows.  A bil-
lionaire investor turned 
philanthropist and au-
thor, McCourt presents 
us with details about 

how our information 
system has failed us, but 
brings with them a game 
plan for urgent reform – 
what he calls, rightfully 
and with no exaggera-
tion, “a once-in-a-civili-
zation opportunity.” 

We’ve become en-
thralled to our digital 
overlords, McCourt (and 
his co-author William J. 
Casey) tell us, each of us 
the digital equivalent of a 
feudal serf working land 
we don’t own.  

When Amazon Web 
Services, for example, 
hosts a third of all web-
sites; Google (with its 4+ 
billion users!) dominates 
search, email, video 
hosting, GPS services, 
document sharing, and 
smartphone software; 
Facebook collects 50,000 
data points on each user; 
and Amazon and Face-
book together take in 
“fully half ” of all online 
advertising dollars, we’ve 
let our modern Rockefel-
lers and Carnegies rule 
the roost.  

"Our Biggest Fight" 
explains how these com-
panies and the Internet 
as a whole have “evolved 
away” from earlier ideals 
into a system that is 
choking us.  Inspired 
by Thomas Paine and 
his pamphlet Common 
Sense and the trust-bust-
ing of Teddy Roosevelt, 
McCourt presents plans 
for the “NewNet” and 
what he calls Project 
Liberty at www.project-
liberty.io/

We need to “rear-
chitect” our media and 
technology ecosystem, 

McCourt says, with 
deeper and systematic 
consideration of data 
storage and portability 
and ownership, cyber-
security, and digital 
property rights.  And it’s 
not just about the mon-
ey.  People and machines 
are now sliding “an array 
of racist, misogynist, 
judgmental, bullying, 
reductionist, untruthful 
content into our increas-
ingly toxic online envi-
ronments.” 

He’s right.  
And how about the 

math?  In 2022 we each 
spent 151 minutes a day 
on social media.  If you 
figure five billion people 
are online, and add up all 
the days in a year, that’s 
a lot of time that these 
companies have “sucked 
out of our lives” and 
“converted into advertis-
ing dollars.”  

“We have a serious, 
global addition prob-
lem,” McCourt writes.  “A 
public health threat that 
overshadows even the 
recent global pandemic.”  
“Society is shaped by 
information,” McCourt 
tells us.  Letting every-
thing get away from us 
may turn out to be “one 
of the greatest mistakes 
human civilization has 
ever made.”  

Frank McCourt one of 
the few who can see the 
symptoms of crisis today, 
diagnose it, and propose 
and help administer 
treatment.  Those inter-
ested in building a new 
“social contract” for the 
Internet age should dive 
into his plan of action to-

day.  And now’s the time, 
before others with other 
plans, or concepts of 
plans, start taking away 
our broadcast licenses 
and more – by force.

* Peter B. Kaufman 
works at MIT.  His new 
book, The Moving Image: 
A User’s Manual, comes 
out in February.  
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By Ira Buch

The Hotchkiss School 
will kick off its 2024-2025 
Philharmonic season on 
Saturday, Nov. 2, with 
a special performance 
headlined by inter-
nationally acclaimed 
violinist Siqing Lu. The 
concert will start at 7 
p.m. and will run till 8:30 
p.m. in the Katherine M. 
Elfers Hall.

The Hotchkiss Phil-
harmonic was estab-
lished in 2018 by Barbara 
Walsh Hostetter (class 
of ‘77) and Amos Hostet-
ter to provide gifted 
young musicians with an 
opportunity to perform 
alongside successful pro-
fessionals. The concerts 
remain free and open 
to all community mem-
bers—no registration 
required.

The November Phil-
harmonic will be marked 
by a solo from influen-

Hotchkiss Philharmonic returns Nov. 2

tial Chinese violinist 
Siqing Lu. With over five 
decades of experience, 
Lu made history in 1987 
as the first Asian violinist 
to win the prestigious 
International Paganini 
Violin Competition. 
He has since served as 
the first Chinese solo-
ist-in-residence with the 
Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra in 2019-2020 
and has been a judge for 
numerous prestigious 
musical competitions. 
He is currently the 
Artistic Director of both 
the National Center for 
the Performing Arts May 
Festival in Beijing and 
the Siqing Lu Shenzhen 
Futian International 
String Festival.

At Hotchkiss, Lu will 
perform Max Bruch’s 
Violin Concerto No. 1 – 
one of the most popular 
violin concertos in solo 
violin repertoire.

Complementing Lu’s 

performance, Fabio 
Wirkowski, a head of 
the Hotchkiss visual and 
performing arts depart-
ment and a founder of 
The Hotchkiss Philhar-
monic Orchestra, will 
conduct Tchaikovsky’s 
Romeo and Juliet and 
Mascagni’s Intermezzo 
from Cavalleria Rusti-
cana, an Italian one act 
opera.

Hotchkiss student 
musicians, 22 in total, 
who are a part of the or-
chestra will play the two 
pieces along with local 
musical professionals 
and teachers.

The next performance 
as a part of the Philhar-
monic season will be 
orchestrated on April 
3, 2025. The upcoming 
concert on Nov. 2 will 
mark the beginning of a 
season rich in musical 
excellence and inspiring 
performances at Hotch-
kiss.
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. “60 Minutes” network
 4. Train line
 10. Go quickly
 11. Straightforward
 12. Canadian province
 14. At any rate (abbr.)
 15. Genealogy
 16. Make changes
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. In a way, turned up
 23. Type of ship
 24. Agents of one’s 

downfall
 26. Not out
 27. Something to scratch
 28. Round water pot
 30. Refreshing green 

fruit (slang)
 31. Promotions
 34. Primordial matters
 36. One-time world 

power (abbr.)
 37. Source of 

illumination
 39. � e content of 

cognition
 40. An Arab ruler
 41. South Dakota
 42. Gnawed at with teeth
 48. Hawaiian island
 50. Smaller
 51. Of a single person
 52. Rigid bracelet
 53. Barbary sheep (Fr.)
 54. Not even
 55. Speci� c gravity
 56. Engage in petty 

bargaining
 58. Boxing’s “GOAT”
 59. Split between parties
 60. Notable o� ensive

CLUES DOWN
 1. A place to lounge
 2. Skewed views
 3. Peacefully
 4. Commercial
 5. Auxiliary forces
 6. Large mollusk
 7. Take out again
 8. Sharp and forthright
 9. Knight (chess)
 12. Source of � ber

 13. Flesh covering some 
birds’ beaks

 17. Energy
 19. Night monkeys genus
 20. Small, sharp nails
 21. Pleasant-smelling 

liquid
 25. A�  rms one’s hold
 29. CNN’s founder
 31. Texans can’t forget it
 32. “Oppenheimer” actor 

Matt
 33. Expression
 35. Vessel
 38. Lacking poetic beauty
 41. Tall, swi�  and slender 

dog
 43. Sports personality 

Michelle
 44. Robber

Oct. 17 Solution

Oct. 17 Solution

Sudoku

 45. Lique� ed natural 
gas

 46. Snakelike � shes
 47. � e most worthless 

part of something
 49. City in Crimea
 56. Bad grades
 57. Reichsmark

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

 OCTOBER 25
Salisbury Forum 

Presents “The News 
on Trial” with David D. 
Kirkpatrick
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, Falls Village, 
Conn.

The Salisbury Forum 
will present “The News 
on Trial,” a talk with 
“The New Yorker” writer 
David D. Kirkpatrick, on 
Friday, Oct. 25, at 7:30 
p.m. at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School 
in Falls Village, Conn. 
Admission is free. David 
Kirkpatrick is returning 
to the Salisbury Forum 
after hosting popular 
talks in the past.

CCS Walkathon
Cream Hill Road and Cogswell 
Road, Cornwall, Conn.

Cornwall Consolidated 
School's 20th Walk-A-
Thon will be Friday, Oct. 
25. The walk will begin at 
1 p.m. at the intersection 
of Cream Hill/Cherry Hill 
& Cogswell Road. The 
event raises money for 
school programming.

 OCTOBER 26
Apple 'n' Things Fair

Falls Village Congregational 
Church, 16 Beebe Hill Rd. Falls 
Village, Conn.

The Apples 'n' Things Fair 
at the Congregational 
Church in Falls Village 
will take place on Oct. 
26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
There will be a hot lunch 
of chili, cornbread and 
apple crisp served, $8 
adult/$4 child, apple 
pies and other bake sale 
goodies for sale, with an 
autumn sale item table 
and hayrides.

Chocolate Making 
Workshop with Flora 
Lazar
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Oct. 26 from 2:30 
to 4:30 p.m., make 
chocolate with chef Flora 
Lazar.

Register: scovillelibrary.
libcal.com/
event/13189296

Norfolk Lion's Club 
Lasagna Dinner
Botelle Cafeteria, 128 
Greenwoods Rd E, Norfolk 
Historic District, Conn.

There will be a Family 
and Friends Lasagna 
Dinner on Oct. 26 from 
5 to 7:30 p.m. Come 
and enjoy an evening 
of hearty food, fun, and 
friendship together. 
$10 adults - $6 children 
under 10. Take out 
available. 860-866-7923 
for info and tickets.

Kidsdale: Halloween 
Monster Mash
Hillsdale Hamlet Park, 
Hillsdale, N.Y.

Kidsdale: Halloween 
Monster Mash returns to 
Hillsdale on Sat., Oct. 26, 
with live music, games, 
costumes, and food 
from 2:30 to 5:15 p.m. at 
Hillsdale Hamlet Park. 
Rain date is Sun., Oct. 
27. Enjoy music, kids' 
activities, and treats, 
including food from the 
Half Moon Pizza Truck 
and cider from Little 
Apple Cidery. At 5:30, the 
Hillsdale Fire Company 
hosts a children’s hayride 
and party. Sponsored 
by the Hillsdale Hamlet 
Committee, the event 
includes a survey to 
improve Hamlet Park.

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Structured written argument

2. Hot water vapor

4. Train ticket prices

5. Autumn garden tools
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3. Beam of focused light
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Old School: Visions of 
Local History and 
Personal Pasts
Sharon Historical Society and 
Museum, 18 Main St., Sharon, 
Conn.

On Oct. 26 from 5 to 
7 p.m. at the Sharon 
Historical Society and 
Museum, come see 
an exhibition by The 
Beard Collective (Theo 
Coulombe & Katro 
Storm), which explores 
how personal and local 
histories blend into 
a creative dialogue. 
Join us for the opening 
reception!

Story Time
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Visit David M. Hunt 
Library for a musical 
story time with local 
author Gabriele Davis 
on Saturday, Oct. 26 at 
10:30 a.m. Davis will 
read from her new book, 
"Our Joyful Noise," before 
teaching guests how to 
make maracas to create a 
joyful noise.

Community Conversation: 
Are Heat Pumps Right 
for Me?
Millerton Library Annex, 
NorthEast-Millerton Library, 
75 Main St., Millerton, N.Y. 
nemillertonlibrary.org

On Saturday, Oct. 26 
at 3 p.m. Compare 
systems, learn about 
$$$ incentives, meet 

installers and advisors.

Hosted by Climate Smart 
Millerton and NorthEast-
Millerton Library

Community Health Day
Sharon Hospital, 50 Hospital 
Hill Rd., Sharon, Conn.

Sharon Hospital and its 
staff will play host to a 
Community Health Day 
on Oct. 26 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. The event will 
take place in Sharon 
Hospital's rear parking 
lot behind the hospital 
near surgical services. 
The day is intended to 
bring together local 
families and children 
of all ages to meet and 
interact with staff and 
physicians of the hospital 
while enjoying a few 
seasonal treats and 
activities.

Fall Craft & Vendor Sale
Amenia Fire House, Mechanic 
St., Amenia, N.Y.

On Oct. 26, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. fall into the 
holiday season with our 
Fall Craft & Vendor Sale. 
Located at the Amenia 
Fire House. Contact 
Stacie for a table 845-
421-4953 $25.00 per 
table. (This will take 
place of our regular 
December craft fair.)

 OCTOBER 27
Film Screening

Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

Kinetic sculptor Tim 

Prentice looks back 
on his career and the 
influences that shaped 
him in the film "The 
Air Made Visible." A 
screening will play at 
Cornwall Library Oct. 
27 at 2 p.m. on Zoom. 
In-person seating is full. 
Registration is required 
for the Zoom event at 
cornwalllibrary.org

Apple Cooking & Baking 
Contest
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Enter your best apple 
dish for a chance to win!

Drop-off: 1 to 3 p.m.; 
Judging: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

 OCTOBER 28
Par for the Corks

Silo Ridge Field Club, 4651 
NY-22, Amenia, N.Y.

Join the Amenia-
Wassaic Community 
Organization for a golf 
scramble and a day of 
fun at Silo Ridge Field 
Club. All event proceeds 
to benefit the Amenia-
Wassaic Community 
Organization and the 
local community. 

 OCTOBER 29
Salisbury READS: North 

Woods Discussion
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Another chance to 
discuss North Woods. 
This event is from 2:30 to 
4 p.m. on Oct. 29.

Wickers Creek Band at 
the Copake Grange
Copake Grange, 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y.

Oct. 29 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
The Wickers Creek Band 
performs an eclectic mix 
of traditional American 
music, primarily in the 
Bluegrass tradition. 
The five-person group 
sings in close harmonies 
backed up by fiddle, 
banjo, mandolin, 
guitar and bass. The 
band's repertoire 
includes classic and 
contemporary Bluegrass, 
country and Appalachian 
music, with a dollop of 
French Canadian, Celtic 
and New England dance 
tunes thrown in for good 
measure.

(wickerscreekband.com)  
$20 at the door or pay 
what you can.

MOVIE TRIVIA NIGHT: 
Annual Costume 
Competition!
The Moviehouse, 48 Main St., 
Millerton, N.Y.

The Moviehouse is 
hosting a movie trivia 
night on Oct. 29 at 7 p.m.

FREE - No ticket or 
advance registration 
required.

Play solo or get a team 
together of up to 4 
people. Come early & 
snag your spot. Space 
will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
There will be a prize for 
the most imaginative 
costume.



By Nathan Miller

MILLBROOK, N.Y. — 
Millbrook School beat Salis-
bury School 4-3 in a heated 
soccer match Friday night, 
Oct. 18. 

A scoreless first half gave 
way to an action-packed sec-
ond half that came down to 
the final minute.

Tensions ran high during 
the first half. Both teams 
played aggressively, result-
ing in a number of time 
stoppages for fallen players. 
No one was injured during 
the intense game, but Salis-
bury’s coach did face a slight 
reprimand from the referee 
for yelling out and asking for 
a foul call.

Play heated up signifi-
cantly just after half-time. 
Millbrook took back the field 
and, in their first possession 
of the second half, sneaked a 
goal past Salisbury’s keeper 
in the first thirty seconds. 

Salisbury responded to 
the falter in their defense 
by increasing their offensive 
intensity.

That intensity helped 
the team at first, and about 
15 minutes into the second 
half Salisbury scored to bring 
the game to 1-1. That tie was 
short-lived as a foul awarded 
a penalty kick to Millbrook 
that sailed into the back of 
the goal, bringing  the score 
to 2-1.

Salisbury maintained the 
intensity, but every time the 

Millbrook squeaks 
out win against 
Salisbury School

Knights tied the game up 
the Mustangs found anoth-
er opportunity to take back 
the lead. With just 90 sec-
onds left in the game and a 
tied score of 3-3, Millbrook 
was granted a free kick that 
squeaked by Salisbury’s keep-
er, eliminating any hopes of 
the Knights taking the win 
back home to Connecticut 
that chilly Friday night. 

The Fall Family Weekend 
game at Millbrook’s campus 
ended with a Mustang win 
4-3.

By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE — The 
top two girls varsity soc-
cer teams in the Berkshire 
League went back and forth 
last week in a two-game se-
ries to decide first place for 
the tournament.

Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School hosted 
Thomaston Oct. 17 in Falls 
Village for the first meeting 
of the one and two seeds in 
BL standings. The back-and-
forth game ended in a late 
3-2 victory for Thomaston. 

Thomaston briefly sat 
atop both BL and Class S 
state rankings, until the two 
squads met again on Oct. 19 
in Thomaston. HVRHS re-
sponded with a 2-1 win to 
reclaim the no. 1 seed in BL 
standings.

The rematch game reshuf-
fled the Class S state rankings 
as well, moving HVRHS to 
second place and bumping 
Thomaston to third place. 
Windham Technical High 
School currently sits atop 
Class S with a record of 14-2 
and no games remaining.

Thomaston and HVRHS 
each have one regular season 
game to play before the post-
season begins. HVRHS will 
host Lakeview High School 
(4-8-2) on Tuesday, Oct. 22. 
Thomaston will host Ter-
ryville (10-5) the same day.

HVRHS and Thomaston split series 
in battle for Berkshire League

Berkshire League playoffs 
begin Thursday, Oct. 24. The 
championship is scheduled 
for Oct. 29 at Nonnewaug 
High School’s athletic com-
plex.

The Class S state tourna-
ment starts Nov. 1 and the 
championship will be played 
Nov. 16 or 17 at Trinity 
Health Stadium in Hartford.

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Above, Lou Haemmerle 
sets up the Mountaineer 
offense. Right, HVRHS 
celebrates a goal by Ava 
Segalla. 

PHOTOS BY NATHAN MILLER

Millbrook School and Salisbury School duked it out 
Oct. 18 in a high-octane soccer match under the lights.

Northwestern 
tops HVRHS 

volleyball
Housatonic Valley Regional High 
School varsity volleyball host-
ed Northwestern High School 
Wednesday, Oct. 16. Strong rallies 
by both sides created streaks of 
excitement for fans cheering on 
the teams. Northwestern won the 
first set 25-22. HVRHS pushed the 
second set into extra points but 
ultimately Northwestern on 31-29. 
HVRHS took the third set 25-22 
before Northwestern finished the 
job in the fourth set 25-15.PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate
Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To view all the news and Classifieds from The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News each week, go to our websites at 

lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.com

HELP WANTED
RECEPTIONIST: for well 

established general dental 
practice in Sharon Con-
necticut. Flexible hours and 
competitive pay. For pleas-
ant hard-working appli-
cants please. C all 860-364-
0200 or respond to office@ 
drnweeia.org.

STANFORD REFRIGERA-
TION LLC IS LOOKING TO 
URGENTLY HIRE: a serious 
and experienced individual 
for refrigeration repairs and 
service. Experience in the 
refrigeration repair field 
is required. Experience 
with electrical wiring is 
preferred. This position is 
Full Time, Monday-Friday, 
8:00 a.m-4:30 p.m. with 
every other weekend on 
call (Overtime Paid On 
Weekends). Health Benefits, 
Paid Time off and Retire-
ment account are available 
after a 90 days probation 
period. Major Holidays Off. 
Candidate must possess: A 
Valid Drivers License and 
Clean Driving Record. A 
Clean Background. Reliable 
transportation to and from 
work. A Positive Attitude 
and willingness to be part 
of a team. Ability to Lift 
50 lbs. Experience in the 
Refrigeration/HVAC Field. 
Call 845-868-2272.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SHARON AS-

SESSOR’S ASSISTANT:The 
Town of Sharon is accept-
ing applications for an 
Assessor’s Assistant. A job 
description and application 
may be obtained at the 
Selectmen’s Office, 63 Main 
Street, Sharon, CT 06069 
weekdays from 9AM to 
12 Noon and 1PM to 4PM: 
phone 860-364-5789 or on 
the Town of Sharon website 
sharonct.gov. This is a part-
time position, 10-12 hours 
per week. Applications and 
resumes must be received 
by October 31, 2024, by 
4:00PM. Mail to Town of 
Sharon P.O. Box 385, Sha-
ron, CT 06069 or deliver by 
hand. The Town of Sharon 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212. 

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

CARPENTER, BUILDER DA-
VID VALYOU: Old homes 
and barns my specialty. 
All types of renovations, 
repairs, design and main-
tenance. 20 + years serving 
NY MA CT. Licensed and 
insured. Based in Canaan 
CT. Call or text 917-538-
1617. email davidvalyou@
yahoo.com.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

LEBEAU APPRAISAL SER-
VICE: has provided apprais-
als since 1973 for; Furniture, 
Ceramics, Silver, Weapons. 
Contact 413-229- 3445 voice 
& text.

SNOW PLOWING: Be Ready! 
Local. Sharon/Millerton/ 
Lakeville area. Call 518-
567-8277.

FREE!
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 

1950s Wurlitzer piano with 
bench. Small corner Bombay 
style cabinet $50 O.B.O. Text 
518-821-2769 for picture if 
interested

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

The property below is a brand new LAKEVILLE-located listing, very private,  
easy to live in and maintain, and has lovely sunny views to the South and West. 

A beautifully built, and wonderfully engineered, home of 3200 sq. ft, set on a knoll with stunning views, South and West.  High 
ceilings in the living and dining areas, combined with large windows and skylight allowing light to ‘flood’ its interior year round, 
there are 3 bedrooms, 3+ baths, an ‘office’, and a huge basement offering an optional area for entertainment, from a sports room 
area to a theatre. 5+ acres surrounds the home, and has room for  swimming pool if desired. Offered at $2,995,000

 7+ acres building lot with a 5+ acre BOG, full of nature. Flat, and lightly wooded.  
Requires current perc test be done prior to building. Underground electric installed. $110,000

LOVELY VIEWS IN LAKEVILLE
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Salisbury senior Nick 
Hussar elevates for a 
header against Millbrook 
School Oct. 18.
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CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

AUTUMN 
SAVINGS

25% off 5 or 
more shades

*Excludes Lutron 
& Hunter Douglas

Good until 10/31/24

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Generators

Insulation

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds Tree Service

Tree Service

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC
www.sharonelectriccompany.kohlergeneratordealer.com

GENERATORS

Sales, Service, Installations
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068 88860-435-9683
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