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THRIVE Winter workshops start Jan 13
Moving Forward with Integrity: A Workshop for Men with Jesse Carter

Rising Strong: The Reckoning, The Rumble, The Revolution! with Jonathan Wilson

A Career Incubator: Chart Your Path Forward with Adam Lang

Economics, Policy, and Investment for Humans with Adam Lang

Build & Lead a Collaborative and Inspiring Work Culture with Charlie Noyes

Intercultural Communication: Engaging with Differences with Abdoulaye Fall

Roots and Words: Exploring our Place in Nature with Dathalinn O’Dea

A space for adults
to learn and grow together

Learn more and enroll at aspacetothrive.org96 Main Street, North Canaan, CT
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No relief in sight as energy 
costs rise, temperatures dip

FFA Holiday 
Market shoppers 
undeterred by snow

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Ty Ford puts the � nishing touches on a handmade wreath at 
Housatonic FFA’s Holiday Market production night Dec. 12.

“Read the room, Eversource. Connecticut families 
are fed up with sky- high energy costs.”
— Connecticut Attorney General William Tong

By Debra A. Aleksinas

Residential customers of Yankee 
Gas could see a nearly 30% increase 
in heating bills if a $209 million 
rate hike, requested last month, is 
approved by the state’s Public Util-
ities Regulatory Authority.

� e request by Yankee Gas, 
which is owned by Eversource, 
follows on the heels of skyrocket-
ing costs to consumers’ monthly 
electric bills this summer caused 
by a hike in the “public bene� ts” 
portion by Eversource and several 
heat waves.

State lawmakers from both sides 
of the aisle have expressed dissatis-
faction with the rising electric rates, 
but despite calls since summer for 
a special legislative session by Re-
publican lawmakers to address the 
increases, majority Democrats have 

taken no action.
“Connecticut Republicans con-

tinue o� ering common sense solu-
tion for rate relief, including to re-
move “public bene� ts” charges from 
our residents’ electric bills,” Senate 
Minority Leader Stephen Harding 
said in a statement.

 “For months, we have called for 
a special legislative session to act,” 
a petition for which was signed by 
more than 58,000 state residents, 
he explained.

State Rep. Maria Horn (D-5th) 
said she has yet to hear a proposal 
that “would actually help ratepayers 
in a meaningful way in a special 

session, and I have found the calls 
for that to be a performance, rather 
than a substantive discussion about 
how to make real change. Now that 
the election is behind us,” she said, 
“perhaps that will change, but it’s 
my belief that the only way to con-
tinue to combat these complicated 
issues is through regular session.”

Gov. Ned Lamont has said that 
if speci� c proposals were to be 
presented by lawmakers, he would 
consider calling a special session. 

According to Democratic Attor-
ney General William Tong, Yankee 

P&Z to decide on Wake Robin

Judge hears argument 
for ‘motion to dismiss’ 
Paley Farm case

By Taylor Plett

SHARON — Attorneys repre-
senting the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the current 
owners of Paley Farm argued that an 
ongoing injunction case should be 
dismissed at a preliminary hearing 
on Monday, Dec. 9. Judge Walter 
Menjivar has yet to rule.

� e case surrounds DOAG’s de-
cision to approve the landowners’ 
application to construct a residence 
on the protected farmland. 

Sharon Land Trust and Carol Fla-
ton brought the case to Torrington 
Superior Court in July when they 
� led an injunction request to block 

the construction, arguing that 
DOAG misapplied the language of 
the original easement in its approval 
decision. 

� e property at the center of 
the suit, a 187 acre parcel located at 
135 Millerton Road, was put under 
a farmland protection easement in 
1984 when retired farmer Morris 
Paley sold his development rights to 
the state through DOAG’s Farmland 
Preservation Program. 

� e easement bars the develop-
ment of the land for purposes other 
than agriculture, but it allows for 
the construction of residences for 
“persons directly incidental to farm 
operation.”

In 2022, current owners David 
and Liza Bainbridge of Rye, New 
York, purchased the property and 

North Canaan’s Great Falls Brewery 
announces closure at end of year

By Alec Linden

NORTH CANAAN — Great 
Falls Brewing Company will close 
its doors at the year’s end a� er 
prolonged � nancial troubles in the 
wake of the pandemic.

“It’s constantly chasing the dol-
lar in this business,”  said Chris 
Tripler, founder and managing 
owner of the brewery. At a cer-
tain point, “you just have to say 
no more.”

� e closure comes in the wake 
of several other brewery closures 
this year in Connecticut, including 
Avon’s popular Hopmeadow Brew-
ing Company which will also shut 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Great Falls Brewing Co., located in North Canaan’s Union Station 
Railroad Depot, is closing down a� er several slow years beginning 
with the pandemic in 2020.

By Alec Linden 

SALISBURY — � e Planning 
and Zoning Commission is expect-
ed to vote on a resolution for the 
Wake Robin Inn expansion project 
on Wednesday, Dec. 18, a� er a long, 
contentious application process. 

A� er six hearings of outcry from 
Lakeville residents, the public hear-
ing was � nally closed at the conclu-
sion of a nearly � ve-hour meeting 
on Tuesday, Dec. 10. P&Z picked 
up the conversation again on � urs-
day evening, Dec. 12, to initiate its 
inter-commission deliberation pro-
cess. 

Near the meeting’s end, P&Z 
Chairman Michael Klemens asked 
the commissioners to indicate if they 

felt they would deny or approve the 
application as it stood so that a res-
olution could be developed to for-
mally vote on. Four of the � ve com-
missioners present voted they would 
likely deny the application, however 
this is not P&Z’s � nal decision — the 
o�  cial vote is Wednesday evening, 
Dec. 18.

“Despite the fact that the appli-
cant put so much e� ort into it, I 
think there are serious de� ciencies,” 
Klemens said. � e major issues he 
cited revolved around the incongru-
ence of the development with its sur-
rounding residential neighborhood, 
as well as the “unresolved issues of 
noise and sewer.” 

� e other commissioners largely 
agreed with Klemens’ appraisal, with 

several members citing the lack of 
speci� city on the part of the appli-
cant’s design plans as a major � aw 
in the proposal. 

“I feel this application is incom-
plete in that there’s no baseline for 
the noise level,” said commissioner 
Allen Cockerline. He noted that he 
felt the applicant had erred severely 
by not including more data on how 
the new development’s construction 
— speci� cally the proposed event 
barn — would dampen noise pol-
lution into the surrounding neigh-
borhood. 

The commission’s primary 
qualms with the project mirror 
many of the complaints levied by 

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — Alumni and 
friends of the Housatonic FFA chap-
ter came to Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School � ursday night, 
Dec. 12, to make holiday wreaths 
for sale in the FFA Holiday Store.

� is traditional event is always a 
highlight of the December calendar 
in Region One.

� e � rst “production night” on 
Dec. 4 was canceled due to an om-
inous weather forecast.

Asked if the cancellation set 
things back, Agriculture Education 
department chair Dave Moran was 
non-committal.

He did observe that the recent 
rain depressed sales temporarily.

“Snow doesn’t stop anybody,” he 
mused. “But rain?”

Moran steered a reporter to a 
wreath-making station featuring 
veteran wreathmaker Ty Ford.

Ford’s hands were a blur as he 
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In The Journal this week

Online This Week
Sports coverage
Read about HVRHS basketball’s season opening 
scrimmage, Salisbury hockey and CIAC football state 
championship weekend at lakevillejournal.com. 

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Con-
necticut State Police at Troop 
B. All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Home improvement work, 
refund charges

On Thursday, Dec. 12, 
at approximately 1 p.m., 
Grant Lang, 28, of Brook-
field, turned himself in at 
Troop B on an active arrest 
warrant alleging making or 
offering to make home im-
provements on a Falls Village 
residence without a current 
certificate of registration and 
failing to refund payment for 
a home improvement within 
10 days.   Lang was released 
on a $2,000 nonsurety bond 
and was scheduled to appear 
in Superior Court. 

Disorderly conduct
On Wednesday, Dec. 11, 

at approximately 2:30 p.m. 
Troopers responded to a 
Sharon Valley Road resi-
dence in Sharon on a report 
of an active disturbance. An 

investigation led to the arrest 
of Chad Peterson, 37, of Sha-
ron, on a charge of disorderly 
conduct. Peterson was re-
leased on a $2,500 nonsurety 
bond and was scheduled to 
appear in court. 

Disorderly conduct,
assault, 3rd degree 

charges
On Friday, Dec. 13, at 

approximately 12:45 a.m., 
troopers were dispatched 
to a  Main Street address 
in North Canaan for a dis-
turbance. An investigation 
led to the arrest of Randall 
Tilley, 36, of North Canaan, 
on charges of disorderly con-
duct and assault, third de-
gree. Tilley was released on 
a $5,000 bond and scheduled 
to appear in court.

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal.com.

By John Coston

NORTH CANAAN — A 
nearly year-long investigation 
into a fatal 2023 Christmas 
Day crash last year has result-
ed in the arrest of a North Ca-
naan man on manslaughter 
charges. 

Samuel Simmons, 21, of 
Ashley Falls Road, was ar-
rested on Thursday, Dec. 
12, at his home by Troopers 
from Troop B, charged with 
three felonies and held on a 
$250,000 cash surety bond. 

The investigation conclud-
ed that Simmons, the driver of 
a 1995 Volvo 850T5R, “was 

Arrest in last year’s fatal Christmas crash
operating while impaired by  
the effects of marijuana,” ac-
cording to the police report. 

A passenger in the Volvo, 
Avery Nelson, 24, of Norfolk, 
was pronounced dead on the 
scene as a result of injuries 
sustained when the Volvo 
struck a four-foot, two-inch 
tree, a fence and a railing in 
front of a residence on Twin 
Lakes Road just west of the 
intersection of Canaan Road 
(Route 44) in the Town of 
Salisbury on Christmas Day 
afternoon. 

Simmons was transported 
to Sharon Hospital for inju-
ries.

According to a statement 
provided by one witness, the 
Volvo was traveling east-
bound on Route 44 at a high 
rate of speed behind her car 
when it passed her despite a 
double-yellow line. 

The witness said the Volvo 
then entered the oncoming 
lane for about 30 seconds 
then swerved off the roadway. 

A second witness, who was 
visiting a gravesite at Route 44 
and Twin Lakes Road, heard a 
noise and observed the Volvo 
hit the tree at a high rate of 
speed. 

A third witness, who was 
westbound near the accident 

scene observed the Volvo to 
be out of control. 

Investigators obtained a 
search warrant for Simmons’ 
medical records at Sharon 
Hospital. The records listed 
the presence of the principal 
psychoactive ingredient of 
marijuana. 

A report from the medical 
examiner listed Nelson’s cause 
of death as injuries sustained 
in the crash. The manner of 
death was listed  as “accident.”  

A collision report issued 
by the Collison Analysis and 
Reconstruction Squad con-
cluded that Simmons, while 
traveling at a speed between 
74 and 79 mph, attempted a 
left-steering maneuver that 
exceeded “the handling ability 
of the Volvo.” 

Simmons is scheduled to 
appear in Torrington Superior 
Court on Jan. 21 on charges 
of manslaughter, 2nd degree; 
manslaughter with a motor 
vehicle, 2nd degree; illegal 
posssession of a weapon in a 
motor vehicle; reckless driv-
ing and failure to drive upon 
the right. 

MILLERTON — Krista A. 
Briggs has joined The Miller-
ton News as Managing Editor. 

Briggs, who lives in Cold 
Spring, New York, is a jour-
nalist with a broad back-
ground that ranges from 
news and feature writing to 
managing transcription and 
translation projects for legal 
and municipal clients. 

Briggs graduated from 
Long Island University-Post 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Journalism, and holds a Mas-
ter of Science in Special Edu-
cation from Dowling College. 

Briggs joins Millerton News as managing editor
The News is pleased to 

welcome Briggs to the paper, 
which has been focused on 
building newsroom strength 
since Covid days. 

“I’m very pleased to have 
joined the creative and ded-
icated staff at The Millerton 
News.  I’m really looking 
forward to partnering with 
the Millerton community 
and its surrounding areas to 
produce a newspaper we can 
all be proud to call our own.”

A2 A2 

Regional

Christmas ServicesChristmas Services

CONANT LAW, LLC

Call or email to schedule
a consultation.

62 W Main St. Suite B, Canaan, CT

(860) 922-7687
seth@conantlawct.com

Attorney Seth Conant,
helping Connecticut families

for more than 15 years.

Prenuptial
Child Custody
Child Support
Modification

Divorce
Annulment
Mediation

Legal Seperation

FAMILY LAW
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Trinity 
Episcopal 

Church 
 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24 

 

4:30 PM  Choral Prelude with festive 
Baroque music, and traditional Carols 

 

Trinity Choir with guests from Crescendo 
Brian Kanner, Trumpet, Tricia van Oers,  

recorders, directed by Christine Gevert, organ 
 

5:00 PM  Christmas Eve Eucharist  
with familiar Carols & festive descants 

 
Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 

 

10:00 AM  Contemplative Christmas 
Morning Eucharist with Carols 

Donna Castaner, soprano and harp and 
Christine Gevert, organ 

 
Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 29 
 

10:30 AM  Carols and Traditional texts 
Juan Mesa (Boston,) organ 

 
The Rev. Heidi Truax, Rector 

Christine Gevert, Music Director 
 
 

484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville, CT 
Trinitylimerock.org  860-435-2627 

St. John’S EpiScopal church
Christmas EvE sErviCE • 5:00 p.m.  
FEstivE EuCharist

thE rEvErEnds adam GrEEnE & LanCE BEizEr oFFiCiatinG

12 main strEEt, saLisBury

860-435-9290 • stjohnssaLisBury.orG

Praising god, serving neighbor

CHRISTMAS EVE
5:30 p.m.

Service of Lessons, Carols  
and Candle Lighting

“A perfect time for families”

All are welcome!
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

Join us for Christmas
LAKEVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

319 Main Street, Lakeville | Rev. Dr. Anna Camphouse

Blue Christmas   
December 15 • 5:00 pm

Lessons & Carols   
December 18 • 10:30 am

Candlelight  
Christmas Eve Service   
December 24 • 5:00 pm

Christmas Morning Service   
December 25 • 10:30 am

Come join us at St. Thomas  Come join us at St. Thomas  
Episcopal Church, Amenia Union, Episcopal Church, Amenia Union, 

a community of Radical Hospitality!a community of Radical Hospitality!

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
40 Leedsville Road, Amenia Union 
Home of the Food of Life/Comida de Vida Food Pantry

845-373-9161 • stthomasamenia.com

Looking for a spiritual  
home this Christmas?

Christmas Eve
5 pm and 8 pm

Festival of Lessons and Carols
North Cornwall
Meeting House
115 Town Street, 

West Cornwall, CT

Candlelight Only Service
(no facilities)

CHAPEL OF ALL SAINTS

 www.allsaintscornwall.org

Christmas Eve ServiceChristmas Eve Service
with Father Mark Bozutti-Jones & Rev. Mary Gates o�  ciating

5:00 pm
Trinity Retreat Center

Lower River Road, West Cornwall, CT

Falls Village Congregational Church

Come Join Us!!!
 Christmas Eve at 

Falls Village Congregational Church
16 Beebe Hill Road

December 24, 7:30 PM
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James H. Clark, chief exec-
utive officer and publisher of 
LJMN Media, the nonprofit 
that publishes The Lakeville 
Journal and The Millerton 
News, said, “Krista is a wel-
come addition to our grow-
ing newsroom, particularly 
at this point where we seek to 
broaden and deepen coverage 
of our communities.”

The Millerton News is 
available online at www.mil-
lertonnews.com.

Send news tips to johnc@lakevillejournal.com



OBITUARIES

OUR TOWNS

Send obituaries 
to johnc@lakevillejournal.com
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Worship Services
Week of December 22 & 29, 2024

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, January 12 at 10:30 a.m.

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On the Green 

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
chabadNW.org

860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org
Rabbi Joseph & Mina Eisenbach 

A home away from home, a gathering place 
where unity is paramount. 

We are here for you, welcome to the family!

WINTER SCHEDULE
Sunday 10:30 AM - Hebrew School

Wednesday 8:00 PM - Parsha In My Life 
How The Weekly Portion Relates to ME!

Thursday 11:30 AM - Women’s Tea & Torah
Saturday 9:30 AM - Shabbat Services 
Followed by a Congregational Kiddush

Children’s Camp | Jewish Newspaper
Smiles on Seniors | Cteen | YJP

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.
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LAKEVILLE — Polly 
Allen Mellen, of Lakeville, 
Connecticut, passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 11, 2024, 
at the age of 100, with family 
by her side.

Polly was born June 18, 
1924, in West Hartford, 
daughter of the late Walter 
and Leslie Allen.

Her childhood was a trea-
sure to her, marked by loving 
parents, close-knit siblings, 
and an active social life. The 
family frequented Fishers Is-
land, New York, and the Mill 
Reef Club in Antigua, where 
her parents had homes. She 
attended Miss Porter’s School 
in New England and then 
moved to New York City. 

Following a brief tenure 
as a salesgirl and display de-
signer at Lord & Taylor, she 
progressed into editorial. 
Polly began her illustrious 
career as a protégée of one of 
the most famous matriarchs 
of American fashion, Diana 
Vreeland. Under Vreeland’s 
tutelage, she evolved into an 
editor at Harper’s Bazaar, 
and later, a leader at Ameri-
can Vogue. She was famous 
for her avant-garde, out-of-
the-box approach, and her 
animated facial expressions 
and gregarious manner. In 
particular, she was known for 
her clapping, which became 
a sought-after benchmark of 
success for designers during 
her time at Vogue. Polly is 
known to have cried at fash-
ion shows when moved. She 
was larger than life and im-
mersed in her experiences 
completely.

For more than 40 years, 
Polly was a beacon in the de-
sign world, and, from 1991 
to 1999, served as creative 
director of Allure. She was 
a force of nature—articu-
late, vibrant, exuberant, and 
highly regarded as an iconic 
American stylist and fashion 
editor. Polly’s joie de vivre, 
passion for details, and nu-
anced aesthetic infused her 
career.

Polly’s cutting-edge style 
and formidable presence 
profoundly influenced the 
careers of many designers, 
editors, and photographers 

Polly Allen Mellen
in the creative fashion world, 
which eventually elevat-
ed her to legendary status. 
She worked intimately with 
photographers, including her 
dear, lifelong friend, Rich-
ard Avedon, with whom she 
styled many timeless images, 
including photographs of So-
phia Loren, Rudolf Nureyev, 
and an iconic shot of Nas-
tassja Kinski, naked, famous-
ly swathed in nothing but a 
boa constrictor. Polly worked 
with many other reputed 
photographers, including 
Arthur Elgort, Steven Mei-
sel, Helmut Newton, Irving 
Penn, and Bruce Weber. She 
worked closely with all the 
great designers and fashion 
models of her time. When 
she retired in 1994, Polly re-
ceived a lifetime achievement 
award from the Council of 
Fashion Designers of Ameri-
ca and remained a consultant 
on various projects.

When not working, Pol-
ly was an avid reader and 
gardener and enjoyed being 
outdoors, particularly by the 
sea. She cherished her friend-
ships and family and was an 
adept athlete, skiing downhill 
and playing golf well into her 
90’s. 

Polly was the loving 
wife of the late Henry Wig-
glesworth Mellen, and sa-
vored her family, including 
her dear grandchildren. She 
is survived by her daughter, 
Leslie Bell, her son Lou-
is Baker Bell, Jr.; stepson 
Henry Mellen, stepdaughter 
Lucinda Mellen; and grand-
children, Hope Bell, Molly 
Bell, Palmer Johnson, Dylan 
Chase, and Clark Mellen, 
along with many adoring 
nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her brother 
Walter Allen Jr., and sisters 
Nancy Belknap, Patty Wall, 
and Leslie Tapscott.

A memorial for imme-
diate family will be held in 
2025, with announcements 
to follow.

In lieu of flowers, please 
feel free to offer donations to 
the Little Guild of St. Francis, 
Cornwall, CT.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements. 

Walter Ray Killmer
MILLERTON — On Nov. 

25, Walter Killmer died at his 
home with loved 
ones nearby. 

Walter was 
born Jan. 2, 1951, 
to the late Ray-
mond and Char-
lotte (Brendline) 
Killmer at Sharon 
Hospital.

Walter served 
his country by en-
listing in the U.S. 
Army in 1968. That same 
year, he married Gail Harpp 
who predeceased him in 
2011. Walter was also prede-
ceased by his beloved daugh-
ter, Brenda Hotaling, as well 
as sister, Judy McGee, and 
brothers Bryant and Milton 
(Jody) Killmer.

Surviving at home are his 
beloved son, Steven Killmer, 
and Steven’s partner Christi-
na Stickles (Chrissy Burns), 
grandsons Shane and Cole 

Hotaling, who were adored 
by their Poppy. 

Surviving sib-
lings, Jackie Spauld-
ing, April Riley, 
Scott Killmer and 
Joanne Killmer are 
all from Millerton.

Walt had a spe-
cial bond with his 
niece and nephew, 
Charlotte Humbert 
and Raymond Kill-
mer.

Also surviving are several 
nieces and nephews as well 
as cousins.

The family would like to 
thank Chrissy who took such 
loving care of Walter. 

The family will have a cel-
ebration of life in the spring. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions could be made to the 
community hospice: The 
Community Hospice, 47 
Liberty Street, Catskill, NY 
12414.

Betty Marie Belliveau
AMENIA — Betty Ma-

rie (McGhee) Belliveau, 
89, passed away 
Monday, Dec. 9. 
She was a resident 
of Noble Horizons 
Nursing Facility in 
Salisbury, in the 
care of the Wag-
ner unit staff. She 
formerly lived in 
Stanfordville and 
Amenia. Born 
March 9, 1935, to 
Mildred (Wirehouse) and 
Collins S. McGhee Sr. in 
Bethel (Pine Plains, New 
York). She attended Pine 
Plains High School. On Nov. 
14, 1953, she married the 
love of her life, Richard A. 
Belliveau. They lived in Li-
tchfield, briefly, then moved 
to Wethersfield Estate in 
Amenia where they settled 
for 47 years and raised their 
family.

Betty was the main house-
keeper for the Wethersfield 
Estate for many years. She 
was also a licensed hairdress-
er and was employed for 10 
years at Maplebrook School, 
Amenia, as a dorm parent. 

Betty was a wonderful 
mother, grandmother and 
loyal friend to many. She 
loved to cook and garden. 
There wasn’t a recipe she 
couldn’t master or a seed she 
couldn’t nurture.

In her younger years she 
was an avid bowler. She and 
her husband were wonderful 
dancers. She belonged to the 
Pawling Dutchess Quakers 
square dance group and 
they participated in many 
round and ballroom dance 
expositions. She also traveled 
abroad to many countries 
including China, England, 
Ireland, Wales, Switzerland, 

Austria, Germany, Nova Sco-
tia, Mexico and frequently 

to Toronto, Cana-
da. Until the last 5 
years, she was an 
active member of 
the Forever Young 
Club in Stanford-
ville.

Betty is sur-
vived by her 5 
children; Theresa 
(Robert) Brewer 
of Millerton, Jef-

frey (Priscilla) of Yanceyville, 
North Carolina, Andrea (Da-
vid) Lyle of Millerton,Joel 
(Mary) of Millerton and Jill 
(Stephen) Carroll of Ame-
nia. She was proud of her 
12 grandchildren; Nicholas 
Brewer, Emily Egan, Erin 
(Brandon) Burke, Rachael 
Belliveau, Aimee (Chris-
topher) Ziegler, Trevor 
(Courtney) Lyle, Levi Belli-
veau, Aera Belliveau, Erika 
Belliveau, Stephen Carroll, 
Gavin (Alyssa) Carroll and 
Logan Carroll. She was the 
great-grandmother to 11 
children. She is also survived 
by many nieces and nephews.

Betty was predeceased by 
her husband Richard (2014), 
her parents, her great grand-
daughter, Averi Burke, her 
brother, Collins McGhee Jr. 
and her sister Janet Hall.

Per her request there will 
be no services. The family 
will gather for a burial and 
memorial gathering in the 
late spring. In lieu of flowers, 
donations to the employee 
Christmas Fund, in Betty’s 
memory would be greatly ap-
preciated, Noble Horizons, 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, 
CT 06068. To leave a message 
of condolence for the family 
or to share a memory, please 
visit peckandpeck.net

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — The Pup-
pet People of Schenectady, 
New York, put on an intense 
and dramatic puppet ver-
sion of Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” at the Salis-
bury Congregational Church 
Saturday afternoon, Dec. 14.

The Puppet People are 
Mark Carrigan and Mi-
chelle Smith-Carrigan, who 
have been putting on puppet 
shows for over two decades.

The setup was impressive, 
with a big puppet stage dom-
inating the stage end of the 
parish hall.

Backstage were mario-
nettes ready for deployment, 
plus rod puppets, shadow 
puppets, and masks and 
costumes for the two human 
performers, who occasion-
ally ventured out in front as 
The Ghost of Christmas Past, 

Puppet people bring 
Charles Dickens  
classic to Salisbury 

for instance.
This was no Punch and 

Judy show. The sets were 
elaborate, the puppets viv-
id, and the pace of the show 
deliberate.

The show was sponsored 
by the Salisbury Association 
and the Scoville Memorial 
Library.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Puppeteer Michelle Smith-Carrigan in costume as the 
Ghost of Christmas Past.

WINSTED — At the 
Housatonic Valley Asso-
ciation (HVA)’s Annual 
Meeting and Holiday Party 
on Dec. 13, the non-profit 
organization unveiled the 
inaugural Louis and Elaine 
Hecht Follow the Forest 
Award, presenting it to Lou 
and Elaine Hecht, as well as 
to Brian Hagenbuch of the 
Steep Rock Association and 
Jen Perga of the Winchester 
Land Trust, in front of a full 
crowd at the American Mural 
Project in Winsted.

“The award celebrates 
the legacy of two longtime 
conservation leaders, HVA 
Board member Lou Hecht 
and his wife Elaine,” noted 
HVA’s Executive Director 
Lynn Werner in a press re-
lease. 

The Hechts were instru-
mental in the creation and 

HVA awards honor 
Louis, Elaine Hecht

promotion of the Follow the 
Forest initiative. 

A collaborative of over 
50 organizations, Follow 
the Forest works to protect 
a connected woodland cor-
ridor across the Housatonic 
Valley, through eastern New 
York and up through Ver-
mont to Canada. 

HVA plans to honor en-
vironmental heroes with this 
award annually. 

Jennifer V. Perga, presi-
dent of the Winchester Land 
Trust, and Brian Hagenbuch, 
Executive Director of the 
Steep Rock Association, was 
also awarded the 2024 Louis 
and Elaine Hecht Follow the 
Forest Award.

To learn more about 
HVA’s Follow the Forest and 
Clean Cold and Connected 
initiatives, visit hvatoday.org. 
and followtheforest.org.
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The Tri-State Chamber of Commerce, The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. 

Shop, eat, and read local. These businesses help keep our communities vibrant. 

Hometown HolidaysHometown Holidays

Residential & Commercial Moving
Local, Long-Distance, Worldwide
Full Service Packing
Custom Crating
Storage Solutions

arnoff.com                         800-633-6683

Full Service Packing
Custom Crating
Storage Solutions

arnoff.com 800-633-6683

Arnoff Pack & Ship Services

FedEx, UPS, DHL
351 Millerton RD - Lakeville, CT

Happy Holidays!
LIGHTNING PROTECTION!

Free Estimates/Inspections!
845-373-8309 / 518-789-4603

www.alrci.com

12 Millerton Road, PO Box 508, Lakeville, CT 06039

Linda Robertson
Linda.Robertson@assuredpartners.com
Phone 1-800-762-7369

We’ll
cover
from
your
city

home

INSURANCE

to
your

country
home

And everything
in between.

We’ll cover from your city home  
to your country home

and everything in between

12 Millerton Road, PO Box 508, Lakeville, CT
1-800-762-7369

Happy Holidays From:

KITCHENS ◆ BATHS ◆ TILES ◆ CABINETS

b l a c k ra b b i t b a ra n d gr i l l e . co m
f a ce b o o k / b l a c k ra b b i tc t

i n s t a / b l a c k ra b b c t

j o i n  u s  fo r  t h e  L a k e v i l l e  H o s e  Co.  
Pa ra d e  o f  L i g h t s  

o n  S u n  D e c.  8 t h ,  5 p m !
h o t  b e ve ra g e s  o n  t h e  t e r ra ce !

(

)b l a c k ra b b i t b a ra n d gr i l l e . co m
f a ce b o o k / b l a c k ra b b i tc t

i n s t a / b l a c k ra b b c t

j o i n  u s  fo r  t h e  L a k e v i l l e  H o s e  Co.  
Pa ra d e  o f  L i g h t s  

o n  S u n  D e c.  8 t h ,  5 p m !
h o t  b e ve ra g e s  o n  t h e  t e r ra ce !

(

)

wishing everyone a safe 
and healthy holiday season

Happy Holidays
from 

    Chore Service
P.O. Box 522, Lakeville, CT 06039 

www.choreservice.org  | (860) 435-9177

Propane • Heating Oil • Kerosene • Diesel Fuel • Gasoline

1 John Street PO Box 656 (518) 789-3014
Millerton, NY 12546 www.crownenergycorp.com

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!

860-824-2600 | geercares.org

Happy Holidays

860-824-813  |  geercares.org

Since 1991, helping families achieve 
strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter 

in Canaan/Falls Village, Cornwall, Norfolk,
North Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon and Torrington.

HARNEY MILLERTON  1 RAILROAD PLAZA 
HARNEY SOHO  433 BROOME STREET 

SHOP ONLINE AT HARNEY.COM
OR CALL US AT 1.800.TEA.TIME

CELEBRATE THE SEASON! 
JOIN US FOR TEA, LUNCH, 

& HOLIDAY SHOPPING.

Teaching and nurturing 
our communities’ children 

for over 40 years.

Enrollment Now Open!

www.housatonicchildcare.org
30 Salmon Kill Road, Salisbury, CT 06068

(860)435-9694 | housatonicchildcarecenter@gmail.com

Help keep childcare 
affordable for our communities

DONATE TODAY AT
housatonicchildcare.org/donate

Happy Holida� !

Upper Housatonic Valley
National Heritage Area

Preserving the history,
culture and nature of the 
Housatonic River Valley.

www.HousatonicHeritage.org

246 Warren Turnpike Falls Village, CT
860.824.4720 • www.hysb.org

Happy 
Holidays!

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CTINDIAN MOUNTAIN

PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CTINDIAN MOUNTAIN

PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CTINDIAN MOUNTAIN

PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 INDIAN MOUNTAIN RD, LAKEVILLE, CT
PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

Book your stay at www.interlakeninn.com 
or call 860.435.9878

@interlaken_inn

Happy New Year Happy New Year 
from the Interlaken Inn!from the Interlaken Inn! 

Happy New Year Happy New Year 
from the Interlaken Inn!from the Interlaken Inn! 

20 Main Street 
Rear Unit 

Salisbury, CT 

(845) 901-4026

To make an appointment, visit jtmurphysbarbershop.resurva.com

Ha� y Holidays!Ha� y Holidays!

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
860.596.4421 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT

www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.comwww.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

Ha� y Holidays!

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
917 536 5365 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT

www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

KATIE BALDWIN

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

To our readers, advertisers and 
community contributors, thank you.

We at The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News sincerely wish 

each of you and your families a healthy 
and joyful holiday season.

Thank Thank 
Y� Y� 

lakevillejournal.com millertonnews.com
336 Main Street Lakeville CT 06039  •  860-435-2600   

LakevilleWineandSpirits.com

Happy Holidays
Come see what’s new!

Mon-� urs 
10am-8pm 

Fri-Sat 
10am-9pm

Sun 
11am-5pm

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, � ursday, December 19 & 26, 2024, � ursday, December 19 & 26, 2024
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Hometown HolidaysHometown Holidays
The Tri-State Chamber of 

Commerce The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News wish 

everyone a healthy 
and happy holiday season. 
Shop, eat, and read local. 

These businesses help keep our 
communities vibrant. 

2024 tickets on
sale now

Visit limerock.com to learn more

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!2024 tickets on

sale now

Visit limerock.com to learn more

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

2025 tickets on 
sale now

MIZZA’S 
RESTAURANT & PIZZA
Free Delivery!!!!
Mon-Sat 11AM – 10:30PM
Sunday NOON – 10:30PM

6 Ethan Allen St. Lakeville, CT
(860) 435-6266  •  (860) 435-6466

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Moore & More
Printing

Stacey L. Moore

Monday-Thursday 10am-5pm
17 Dutchess Avenue   ◊◊     P.O. Box 880

Millerton, New York 12546
Tel: 518.789.4508   ◊◊   Fax: 518-789-4509

Email: mooreandmore@taconic.net

182 US-44 Millerton, NY • (888) 40-NORTH • NorthEastFordInc.com

Happy H� idays!

(413) 229-8689 • peerlesstree.com

Wishing You Happy Holidays
Remember your pets!

Fun Toys * Tasty Treats* 
Warm Bedding

All for this Holiday Season

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 TO 5:30; SATURDAY: 9 TO 4:00
333 MAIN STREET, LAKEVILLE CT (860) 435-8833

(860) 364.5380 • 349A Main Street Lakeville, CT
www.roaringoaksflorist.com

Let us help you deck all of your halls this holiday season!

Unique designs created with personal attention

Products & Services to Fit Your Needs & Budget 

210 East Canaan Rd, East Canaan, CT 06024
www.rosehillkb.com

Office: (860) 824-8051

Design • Sales • Installation • Remodeling

19 MAIN ST, SALISBURY, CT

Salisbury Association
Serving Our Community Since 1902.

24 Main St, Salisbury, CT
(860) 435-0566  |  salisburyassociation.org

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

20 Main St. Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9388

Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm  |  Sun: 9am-1pm
 Open Christmas Eve 9am-3pm

“Your one-stop shop for all of your gift needs”

Salisbury General
S T O R E  &  G I F T S

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer

James F. Kennedy
Susan G. Vreeland

19 Main Street
P.O. Box 254
Salisbury, CT 06068

phone: 860.435.1414
fax: 860.435.1401
jim@salisburywines.com
www.salisburywines.com

We wish you all the joys of the holiday season, and
time to enjoy family, friends, and books! For a

listing of upcoming activities at the library, visit
www.scovillelibrary.org

38 Main Street, Salisbury, CT.         860.435.2828

SEGALLA
SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

112 ALLYNDALE ROAD
NORTH CANAAN, CT 06018

860-824-4444
www.segallasandandgravel.com

Since 1959 S3
84

28

SEGALLA
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SEGALLA
SAND & GRAVEL, INC.
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NORTH CANAAN, CT 06018
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• Scenic hiking trails

•  Visitor Center with live 
animals and exhibits

•  Raptor Aviaries with 
live birds of prey

•   Seasonal Butterfly 
House

•  Educational programs 
for all ages

•   Summer Camp for kids

•  Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Clinic

• Pollinator Gardens

•  Store with nature-
oriented gifts, bird 
feeding supplies, 
books, and more

325 Cornwall Bridge Road (Route 4) |  Sharon, CT 06069 
(860) 364-0520 | sharon.audubon.org

 Visit Sharon Audubon Center

SharonAudubonCenter
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• Scenic hiking trails
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animals and exhibits

•  Raptor Aviaries with 
live birds of prey

•   Seasonal Butterfly 
House
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for all ages

•   Summer Camp for kids

•  Wildlife Rehabilitation 
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•  Store with nature-
oriented gifts, bird 
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SharonAudubonCenter

1 Calkinstown Road, Sharon, CT 06069
 reservations@sharoncountryinn.com

www.sharoncountryinn.com
860.364.0036

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing 
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing
Sanding & Salting of Parking LotsALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

one call
for all your

Winter 
projects

Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Litchfield County

Providing expert, compassionate Health Care to your home

Home Health | Hospice | Home Assistance Services

Have questions about our services?  
Call us today at (860) 379-8561

Serving the towns in Litchfield County and the Greater Farmington Valley for over a century

www.vnhlc.org

 

Visiting Nurse & Hospice  
of Litchfield County 

Home Health ǀ Hospice 
 Home Assistance Services 

Providing expert, compassionate 
 Health Care to your home 

Have questions about our services?  
Call us today at (860) 379-8561 

 

Serving the towns in Litchfield County and the  
Greater Farmington Valley for over a century 

www.vnhlc.org 

The New16”
MacBook Pro

Make the 
holidays 
really bright.

29 Bissell Street, Lakeville • (860) 435-2211 • VisionaryComputer.net
29 Bissell Street, Lakeville • (860) 435-2211 • VisionaryComputer.net

469 Migeon Avenue, Torrington
10 Center Street, Winsted
6-8 East Main Street, North Canaan
www.chwctorr.org

 Best w� hes for a wonderful Holiday Season Best w� hes for a wonderful Holiday Season

www.lamricaccounting.com

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, � ursday, December 19 & 26, 2024, � ursday, December 19 & 26, 2024



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The deadline 
for letters to the 
editor is 10 a.m. 

each Monday.  
You may email 

letters to 
publisher@ 

lakevillejournal.
com.

Please limit 
letters to 500 

words.
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Wake Robin: ‘The facts as I know them’

The views expressed here are not necessarily those of  
The Lakeville Journal. • The deadline for letters to the 
editor is 10 a.m. each Monday. You may email letters  

to publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

To Planning and Zoning 
Commission:

These are the facts as I 
know them, having reviewed 
all the 2024 Commission 
meetings:

1. Aradev, the company 
seeking a special permit for 
the WR expansion, appar-
ently had multiple private 
discussions with Ms. Con-
roy and/or the P&Z chair-
man Dr. Klemens starting in 
late ’23 or early ’24. No one 
in the town knew anything 
about these discussions. To 
my knowledge Aradev is not 
the owner of the real proper-
ty in question. Do you know 
who has a contract to pur-
chase the property? Aradev? 
Another party?

2. The P&Z website indi-
cates that Aradev provided 
a draft to Ms. Conroy of 
Amendments to the WR 
RR-1 zoning that would al-
low the WR property, then 
a non-conforming use, to 
apply for a special permit to 
expand its footprint expo-
nentially. The operative pro-
visions of the RR-1 zoning 
had prohibited the expansion 
of a non-conforming use of 
Wake Robin.

3. Dr. Klemens and Ms. 
Conroy advised the Aradev 
principals (and/or other in-
terested parties) that they 
themselves would draft 
Amendments to the Salis-
bury zoning laws that would 
allow expansion by special 
permit only (see 3-18-24 
P&Z minutes). It appears 
that neither of them ever 
explained the reasons for 
their draft Amendments to 
the Commission.

4. Ms. Conroy’s memo 
and draft letter prior to the 
March meeting was sent to 
the Northwest Hills Council 
of Government (“NHCOG”) 
instead of the Town Clerk for 
further dissemination to the 
residents of Salisbury or for 
publication in the local pa-
per.
     5. That at the 5-6-24 P&Z 
meeting Ms. Conroy present-
ed the letter and memo with 
draft language that she had 
sent to NHCOG, an entity 
that neither I nor, I am sure, 
any other Salisbury taxpayer 
has ever even heard of. And 
what did that body do with 
Conroy’s letter? Send a copy 
to all Salisbury residents? 
Publish this referral letter in 
the local paper? No.
 6. Why did Ms. Conroy 
and the chairman choose 
this method of notification? 
I and many other interested 
Salisbury residents believe 
that their intent was to keep 

this entire subject matter 
“under wraps” until the per-
mit process had proceeded 
to the point where Aradev 
had provided significant 
site/building plans to the 
Planning Office, and public 
hearings had commenced. By 
that time, of course, the P&Z 
could say that Aradev’s plans 
were in compliance with the 
amended RR-1 zoning or-
dinance. And that now the 
only thing left were public 
hearings and the vote of the 
Commission: “Yes or No”.
    7. It was not until October 
that the Salisbury residents 
became aware of this WR 
permitting process and the 
May, 2024, Amendments. At 
that May meeting the record 
shows that only one Salisbury 
resident, Mrs. Eliot, asked 
a question. The other P&Z 
members’ questions were, at 
best, perfunctory.
 8. Long before the last 
Commission meeting on 
12-2-24 the Commission 
was awareof the legal and 
practical reasons that the 
Aradev permit should be 
denied even with the incor-
poration of Ms. Conroy’s and 
Dr. Klemen’s zoning chang-
es. From our attendance at 
the December Zoom Com-
mission meeting it appears 
that the chairman and some 
members of the Commission 
have supported the Aradev 
position all along and paid 
scant attention to the over-
whelming opposition by the 
Salisbury residents to this 
preposterous plan of expo-
nential expansion: enlarging 
a commercial enterprise by 
600%.
    9. One opponent, Wells 
Hill residents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cruger, have gone so far as to
hire counsel who sent a 
letter in November to the 
Commission that, to my 
knowledge, has never been 
answered. Attorney Grime’s 
questions and observations 
are chilling and damning. He 
detailed the procedural and 
substantive deficiencies in 
the preparation of and vote 
on the Amendments.
  10. I would have thought 
that one of the mandates of 
this Commission is to allow 
the residents of the town to 
be heard. And, yet, during 
the last two meetings not 
one resident was given this 
opportunity. Why?
    11. This Commission un-
derstands that the Amend-
ments to the Zoning Code, 
Sections 205.1; 205.2;213.5 
and 703.11, created a mon-
ster in the sense that, if ap-
proved, Aradev will build a 

large commercial enterprise 
in the middle of a rural, 
residential community that 
dwarfs the present WR foot-
print.
    12. The Commission has 
received expert testimony 
from the Crugers’ that this
Aradev project is not only 
inimical to the neighbors, 
but, also, to the very nature, 
of our community.
  13. Salisbury itself is to 
blame for this debacle, since 
its laws provide for an elected
Commission that unilaterally 
decides and has sole power 
to amend our zoning laws to 
benefit a private enterprise. 
We all are asking, “Why?” 
Who benefits from these 
Amendments that have al-
lowed Aradev to apply for a 
special permit? Not the WR 
neighbors. Not the town.
Only Aradev or the ultimate 
owner of the “new and im-
proved” WR.
    14. CT Gen Statutes, Sec-
tion 8.2(b)(1) states, in per-
tinent part, “Zoning Regu-
lations shall . . . be designed 
to: (A) lessen congestion in 
the streets (the Amendments 
increased the potential for 
congestion as Aradev per-
mit demonstrates); (B) se-
cure safety from fire, panic, 
flood, and other dangers (the 
Amendments increase the 
probability of accidents);(C) 
promote health and the gen-

eral welfare (the WR neigh-
bors and the town itself do 
not in any way benefit from 
the permit); (D) promote 
adequate light and air (this 
clause means natural light; 
“air” is the absence of build-
ings); (E) protect the state’s 
environmental resources 
(the permit would diminish 
environmental resources); 
(F) facilitate the adequate 
provision for . . . sewage . 
. . ” (this Aradevplan adds 
unnecessary pressure to the 
town’s sever system).
 This sad saga should end 
with a rejection of this per-
mit application. And the 
persons who drafted the 
Amendments and the Com-
mission members should 
amend the Zoning Amend-
ments passed in May to per-
manently prevent the expan-
sion of non-conforming uses 
in RR-1 zoning.
 This sad saga should end 
with a rejection of this per-
mit application. And the 
persons who drafted the 
Amendments and the Com-
mission members should 
amend the Zoning Amend-
ments passed in May to per-
manently prevent the expan-
sion of non-conforming uses 
in RR-1 zoning.
Sincerely,

Thomas N. Murphy, Jr.
Salisbury

To our readers
This year, I had the honor of stepping in as CEO/

Publisher of two of the oldest surviving community 
weekly newspapers. After more than 20 years 

with The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News, I’ve 
witnessed the highs and lows – including the pivotal 
conversion to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in 2021. I am glad to 
report that because of your support, this has been a strong 
year for our local community publications. 

News
Our mission is to deliver trusted local news to our 

communities. On that front, we have expanded the 
newsrooms of both The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 
News which has added breadth and depth to our coverage 
and set us on a path to a more sustainable news operation.

This year’s reporting highlights include the invasive 
hydrilla threat to our waterways; the EMS cost crisis in 
Millerton and beyond; policy changes in our schools and 
challenges around a proposed merger at Sharon Hospital. 
We continue to cover key projects like the proposed 
redevelopment of the Wake Robin Inn and efforts to 
rebuild the pool at Eddie Collins Park.

We welcomed several new members to our newsroom, 
including Colleen Flynn, a Marist College journalism 
graduate and former intern, as a reporter for The Millerton 
News; Alec Linden, a recent Dartmouth College graduate, 
to The Lakeville Journal; and Nathan Miller, a University 
of Missouri journalism graduate, as Editorial & Digital 
Content Coordinator. Krista Briggs, with a background in 
journalism and education, joined us this fall as Managing 
Editor of The Millerton News (see story, Page A2). 

In the Spring, Natalia Zukerman was promoted to 
Engagement Editor and worked to launch a new email 
newsletter titled “What To Do”, with great success. I’m 
excited to share that she will be expanding her editorial 
role to a new position of Arts, Lifestyle & Engagement 
Editor and will be responsible for guiding and further 
developing all of our arts and lifestyle coverage. 

Sustainability
The sustainability of local news has been in the 

headlines recently and we are working very hard to ensure 
we continue serving our communities for the long term.

To that end, we’re building our business staff both 
through internal promotions, including Caitlin Hanlon’s 
new role as head of our Production department, 
and through new staff including Sally Andre as our 
Development Associate, and Tom Carley, a former New 
York Times executive, as Chief Operating Officer.

And, we have identified additional Board members 
rooted in our communities. This year, we were fortunate 
to add Henry Blodget of West Cornwall, Rob Fish of 
Salisbury, Meg Downey of Millerton, Scott Siegler of 
Sharon, and Dick Hermans of Pine Plains.

Generous grants are helping to stabilize our 
infrastructure, including multi-year support from 
the Foundation for Community Health, along with 
contributions from the Cowles Charitable Trust, and 
The Miami Foundation. The Google News Initiative is 
supporting website improvements, and LION Publishers is 
funding upgrades to our financial systems. 

Community Engagement
This summer, we met with community members in 

Norfolk and Millerton to hear directly about what you 
would like to see in your local news source. And, we again 
convened a festive gathering of local nonprofits at the 
Street Fair in Salisbury.

And, in October, we presented the inaugural Estabrook 
Community Leadership award to the Harney family at a 
Jubilee Country Luncheon. In addition to honoring the 
Harneys for their community leadership and spirit, we 
welcomed a broad swath of community members.

The Next Generation of Journalists
We continue to nurture the next generation of 

journalists thanks to the generous support of The William 
and Mary Greve Foundation, the Northwest Connecticut 
Community Foundation, the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation, the 21st Century Fund — along 
with individual donors. This year, we hosted nine interns 
from across the region and beyond. We are encouraged 
by the strong interest in our program and each “intern 
season” is an opportunity not just to share what we know, 
but to learn from these talented people.

As always, our top priority remains delivering the news 
and information essential to life in our communities. 

Thank you to our readers, subscribers, advertisers, and 
donors. Your trust, partnership, and support enable us to 
look ahead to a strong 2025. With gratitude.

James H. Clark
CEO/Publisher

Reach out to us

Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly with 
questions, comments, concerns at 860-435-9873 
x401 or jamesc@lakevillejournal.com. 

News: reach Editor-in-Chief John Coston at johnc@
lakevillejournal.com, Lakeville Journal Managing Edi-
tor Riley Klein at rileyk@lakevillejournal.com and Mil-
lerton News Managing Editor Krista Briggs at kristab@
millertonnews.com.

Letters to the Editor may be emailed to publisher@
lakevillejournal.com or submitted via our websites.

Obituaries may be submitted to editor@lakeville-
journal.com or via our websites.

Advertising questions can be directed to Roxanne 
Lee, roxannel@lakevillejournal.com, or Mary Wilbur, 
maryw@lakevillejournal.com. And for classified line 
ads, Lyndee Stalter at lyndees@lakevillejournal.com.

Legal Notices can be sent to Michelle Eisenman at 
legals@lakevillejournal.com.

Subscription questions including new subscriptions, 
renewals and address changes can be sent to circula-
tion@lakevillejournal.com.



Open Space
Kathy
Herald-
Marlowe

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

100 years ago —
 December 1924

Litch� eld County leads 
the state in dairy production, 
ranking � rst in numbers and 
value of its dairy cattle and in 
the amount and value of its 
dairy products. Dairy is the 
leading agricultural industry 
in the county and because of 
this fact the Litch� eld Coun-
ty Farm Bureau is pushing 
its Purebred Bull campaign 
as the most e� ective meth-
od of inspiring a pro� table 
industry.

Mrs. Maggie Frink had 
the misfortune to fall from 
her chair, fracturing one of 
her hips last � ursday. She is 
now in the Winsted hospital 
for treatment, under the care 
of Dr. David Reidy.

TACONIC — An epidem-
ic of grippe colds is spoiling 
the attendance at the public 
school.

Henry Atkins has moved 
his family from Lincoln City 
to a part of Mrs. Cullen’s ten-
ement house at Davis’ Ore 
Bed.

Samuel Whitbeck severed 
his connection with Laver-
ty’s Pharmacy last Saturday 
night, and is taking a short 
vacation before taking over 
Champagne’s Pharmacy in 
Salisbury January 1st.

50 years ago —
December 1974

Bruce Kaiser of Water-
bury said this week he will 
“definitely” file a formal 
application for a charter to 
operate rail service on the 
Brook� eld-Canaan section of 
the Berkshire Line. � e bank-
rupt Penn Central Transpor-
tation Company now owns 
the tracks and the operating 
rights on the line. But Penn 
Central does not o� er service 
south of Canaan or north 
of Kent, with relatively few 
freight trains running north 
of New Milford. � e railroad 
has applied for permission 
to abandon the tracks from 
New Milford to Canaan.

State Conservation Of-
� cer Peter Begley appealed 
to dog owners this week to 
restrain their pets so as to 
prevent them from running 
deer. � ere have been many 
complaints of dogs chasing 
deer in the Northwest Cor-
ner, he said. It was necessary 
for conservation o�  cers to 
shoot a large buck that had 
been injured by dogs and run 
onto ice on Mudge Pond in 
Sharon last week. He also 
called attention to a provi-
sion of law that calls for up to 
a $200 � ne and 60 days in jail 
for allowing dogs to roam. 
Dogs found to be running 
deer will be shot on sight, 
he said.

Sandra Gomez, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Gomez of Lakeville, is par-
ticipating in the annual � eld 
program of work and inde-
pendent study sponsored by 
Keuka College where she is a 
student. She is working at Se-
renity Hill Farm in Canaan.

Eugene Freund of East 
Canaan was presented with 
the Connecticut Farm Bu-
reau’s “Outstanding Member 
Award” at its annual banquet 
held Nov. 20. Eugene and Es-
ther Freund started farming 
in 1949, and currently own 
and operate a 160-cow dairy 
farm, producing 2¼ million 
pounds of milk annually. Mr. 
Freund currently serves as 
treasurer of the Connecticut 
Farm Bureau, a member of its 
Executive Committee, and its 
Board of Directors. His ser-
vices to other organizations 
are many.

Members of the Falls 
Village Ambulance Squad 
turned actors Tuesday af-
ternoon when they took 
part in a Madison Avenue 
photo promotion for Sony 
Corp. of America. Sony was 
� lming an advertisement for 
its new U-matic Recorder 
for electronic news gather-
ing. A phony two-car crash 
was staged on Barnes Road 
took part in the production. 
Money earned by the � re-

Brief history of vaccines: Smallpox
The Body
Scientific
Richard Kessin 

men during the � lming will 
be used to help � nance the 
new ambulance recently pur-
chased by the � re company.

25 years ago —
December 1999

CORNWALL — Staff 
changes and the resigna-
tion of Principal William 
Oros were the main topics 
of discussion at the Dec. 
16 meeting of the Board of 
Education. A� er 29 years 
at Cornwall Consolidated 
School, Mr. Oros is leaving to 
accept a position at the Beth-
any Community School. Mr. 
Oros has been the principal 
of CCS since 1984, taking one 

High on a slope above 
Farmington, Con-
necticut, far from 

settled places, there is a slab 
of granite angled so that its 
face is nearly vertical. Names 
have been chiseled into the 
rock.  � ey are not the work 
of gra�  ti artists, but rather 
are carefully done, as if by 
stone masons with time on 
their hands in  the 1790s.  
� e site contained a smallpox 
hospital, probably only a cab-
in of which there remains no 
trace, where people who had 
vaccinated themselves with 
� uids from smallpox pustules 
stayed until the scabs fell o�  
and they were no longer 
infectious. (I learned about 
these carvings a� er a talk I 
gave before the pandemic 
and in the � ve or six years 
since, sadly, I lost the names 
of the people who told me.)
� ere were other hospitals in 
New York and New England, 
including the ruined small-
pox hospital on Roosevelt Is-
land in the East River of New 
York whose ruins remain. 

Smallpox was ferocious-
ly contagious and deadly. It 
probably killed or dis� gured 
more human beings over the 
centuries, perhaps more than 
any other disease. It came in 
waves, killing or scarring as 
much as 8% of the population 
at a time. � e death rate once 
a person had smallpox was 
much higher. People knew it 
when they saw it because its 
symptoms, including fright-
ening pustules, were unique.  

Wikipedia has an excellent 
summary, including images 
of patients and a U.S. Army 
training � lm from 1967.  It is 
grim, but to understand the 
devastation of such viruses, 
far beyond Covid, and the 
painfully acquired knowl-
edge that eradicated small-
pox in 1977, read the text and 
watch the � lm. 

� e � rst preventative was 
variolation, a vaccine precur-
sor used in China starting in 
about 1500 and introduced 
to Europe by Lady Mary 
Montagu, who is usually but 
inadequately described as 
the wife of a British diplo-
mat posted to the Ottoman 
Empire. � ere was much 
more to her.  She de� ed a 
tyrannical father who want-
ed her to live without books 
and to marry a wealthy man 
named Viscount Sir Clot-
worthy Ske�  ngton (forgive 
me).  � e diplomat, Edward 
Wortley Montagu,  took 
Mary to Constantinople and 
promptly found that she was 
intrepid and visited many 
places including the women’s 
baths which she described in 
letters and books. She was a 
gi� ed and curious traveler 
and writer.  Mary Montagu 
had two children and when 
she returned to Great Brit-

ain, she had them ‘engra� -
ed’ with smallpox, the � rst 
British children to be treat-
ed, against strong opposition 
from the British medical es-
tablishment who viewed the 
procedure as folk medicine. 

What did the medical es-
tablishment know about in-
fectious disease in 1800? � e 
answer is practically nothing. 
� ey knew that once a person 
had a disease and survived, 
they were usually immune 
to it therea� er. � ey did not 
know about viruses or bacte-
ria. Bacteria had seen under 
van Leuwenhoek’s micro-
scope, but never associated 
with disease. Neither physi-
cians nor scientists knew that 
living organisms were essen-
tial for making bread, wine, 
or vinegar. Viruses would 
not be described for a hun-
dred years until 1894. � ey 
were called � lterable agents 
and not seen until the 1940s 
when electron microscopes 
became available. � e phy-
sicians and scientists of 1800 
had no idea that there was 
something we now call the 
immune system, or that peo-
ple and animals had defenses 
that could be mobilized. 

� e smallpox story turns 
to Gloucestershire and dairy 
farms where a disease, called 
cowpox is caused by a virus 
(we now know) that close-
ly resembles smallpox in 
its DNA sequence. (Mon-
key pox is also part of this 
group.) Cowpox is relatively 
benign, causing only a few 

Billionaires in a 
B-casting spectacle
Oddly enough, The 

Apprentice reality 
TV series, com-

mencing 2004, was premised 
on Trump, as host, seeking a 
leader for one of his Trump 
companies. � e series was 
billed as the “ultimate job 
interview” in the “ultimate 
jungle” conducted by a suc-
cessful businessman living 
in splendor. When Trump 
was o� ered the series by 
Mark Burnett, the show’s 
producer, Trump was de-
meaning of reality TV: “for 
the “bottom-feeders of so-
ciety.” Trump, of course, did 
accept and � e Apprentice 
along with its second, � e 
Celebrity Apprentice, ran 
for more than a decade. � e 
show was highly viewed par-
ticularly in its early seasons 
(20 million viewers in 2004 
down to 7 million 2014). � e 
Apprentice did indeed estab-
lish Trump, his brusqueness, 
and his famed “you’re � red” 
and “Trumponomics.” It 
is not clear how the series 
experience may have im-
pacted Trump’s strategies 
and processes for executive 
recruiting, for selecting his 
immense Presidential ad-
ministrative sta�  

Donald J. Trump came to 
the nation’s stage in a reality  
TV show where he was hir-
ing an organizational head– 
establishing his company’s 
leadership by ‘interviewing” 
would-be/wanta-be’s, engag-
ing them in skill testing tasks 
from which they survived or 
“you’re � red.” Today, Trump, 
newly elected by a plurality, 
is once again galvanizing the 
nation’s attention as he selects 
his leadership cast for the 
second Trump Presidency.

Any rigorous interview 
process for candidates for 
the nation’s 2025 top lead-
ers – the cabinet and other 
senior o�  cials- is less evi-
denced than on Trump’s re-
ality  TV show.  How have 
the supreme core of his ad-
ministration been chosen, as-
sessed, scrutinized for � t to 
key positions, not in a Trump 
tightly controlled real estate 
organization, but for the re-
al-time world leader nation 
– the United States? How are 
his appointees scrutinized for 
their potential impact on 
national security, � nancial 
prosperity, public health and 
good will with other nations? 
How is Trump’s process suc-
cessfully selecting o�  cials 
whose knowledge, skills, ex-
perience, and character will 
be in service to the nation, 
will protect and better the 
well-being of the nation and 
its people? Trump’s loyalty 
test– that he won the 2020 
election- attractive  TV pres-
ence or family connection are 
clear selection criteria: what 
more is assessed and how? 

Trump initially refused to 
have his selections undergo 
the long-standing FBI vetting 
of presidential appointees but 
then his Attorney General 
candidate, Matt Gaetz, was 
outed. A thick � le of illegal 
acts had been investigated by 
a House Committee set to air 
their � nding. Gaetz bowed 
out. Matt Gaetz, a radical 
Representative from Flori-
da, had served three terms 
in Congress with his sole 
legislative distinction being 
the termination of the GOP 
Speaker of the House, Kevin 
McCarthy. Representative 
Gaetz was not a Department 
of Justice stellar pick rather a 
B- or lower talent/character. 
No legal experience, ques-
tionable character.

Peter Hegseth, Secre-
tary of Defense appointee, 
is next up for severe public 
scrutiny. Hegseth is under 
pressures from both parties 

for questionable behaviors/ 
statements, lack of demon-
strated competencies for 
managing an immense or-
ganization, ill-� tting notions 
about women in the military 
as well as of Muslims in an 
era of Middle East turmoil. 
For Hegseth, Princeton and 
Harvard degrees along with 
a weekend gig on Fox are 
not A level quali� cations 
for leading an $800 billion, 
three million person orga-
nization. B- talent and char-
acter - or lower ratings- are 
attributable to other cabinet 
selections: Kennedy (Samoa 
measles deaths, mental insta-
bility), Gabbard (connection 
with ousted Syrian President 
Assad) Patel (conspiracy lad-
en) followed by McMahon, 
Noem, Bondi - an obscure 
Florida sheri�  has stepped 
down from an appointment 
to the Administrator of the 
Drug Enforcement Agency. 

Trump’s cast of appointees 
for senior administration 
o�  ces are billionaires or B- 
talent/character wanta-be’s 
vs accomplished, prominent 
persons with experience in 
areas they are charged with 
managing. Trump’s swath 
of billionaire appointees 
(numbering so far seven) 
have garnered massive per-
sonal wealth yet what do they 
know or care about service to 
the nation, to its citizens? Are 
their priorities personal rath-
er than national? What they 
have proven by their abun-
dant wealth is preservation 
of self-interest along with a 
willingness to donate mil-
lions to campaigns pledged 
to lowering their taxes and 
eliminating costly govern-
mental restrictions. 

� ough Trump in his 
candidacy � rmly stated he 
knew nothing of, certainly 
had no support for Project 
2025, his appointees include 
the founding core of Project 
2025 — a project set to dec-
imate the US government 
by unwinding citizen rights 
and access to long established 
programs and services: So-
cial Security, health care, 
clean air and water, veteran 
bene� ts and more. 

Many of us may liken our 
current status – post the 2024 
Presidential election - to be-
ing in the cheap seats for 
the shaping of our coming 
years. � e plurality-elected 
President has, as was ex-
pected, strong-armed most 
Presidential transition pro-
cesses including the vetting 
of senior o�  cials and ethical 
pledges regarding domestic 
and foreign con� ict of in-
terests. � e ethical pledge 
� nally signed by the Trump 
transition team, months 
a� er its due date, excludes 
the President-elect. Trump 
is positioning himself, his 
Presidency, the Oval O�  ce 
to front his businesses – he is 
under no ethical restrictions 
and has been granted total 
criminal immunity. 

Who will stand for the 
Constitution? Who in the 
legislature will enact the 
precepts of their responsibil-
ities - adhere to their oaths? 
A long, hazardous transition 
ahead. Happy holidays.

“It’s ok to have your eggs 
in one basket as long as you 
control what happens to that 
basket.” —Elon Musk

Kathy Herald-Marlowe 
lives in Sharon.

Status Report
SALISBURY — Dan 

Dwyer reported a moun-
tain lion sighting on Salm-
on Kill Road Dec. 14. He 
noted a long tail on the big 
cat and estimated it to be 
about 125 pounds. With 
no photo evidence, his so-
cial media post attracted 
hundreds of commenters 
discussing the unveri� ed 
presence of mountain lions 
in the area. Connecticut 
Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) maintains that no 

year o�  to serve as Region 
1’s interim assistant super-
intendent in 1989. Prior to 
becoming principal he taught 
� � h through eighth grade at 
the school. 

� e New England Press 
Association has advised � e 
Lakeville Journal’s weekly 
guide to Tri-State events, 
Compass, has won an award 
in its 1999 newspaper contest 
for an April 29, 1999, feature 
by Sunny MacMillan on the 
artist Georgia O’Keefe. Mars-
den Epworth edits Compass. 
� e award will be presented 
at NEPA’s annual convention 
this winter.
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Viewpoint

Realtor® at Large
The EPA web site has an 
informative update on the 
cleanup of PCBs in the 
Housatonic River basin which 
were generated since the early 
1900s by General Electric’s 
industrial site in Pittsfield. PCBs 
are cancer causing and usually 
are found in the sediment. 
However, they also get into the 
food chain, hence the prohibition 
since 1979 on eating any fish 
caught in the Housatonic River. 
This report will update you on 
the current status of the cleanup 
and what remains to be done. It 
also gives notice to the upcoming 
public meetings. To find out 
more, please go to: www.epa.gov/
ge-housatonic.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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mild scabs on the arms of 
milkmaids and other dairy 
workers. Milkmaids who got 
cowpox, never got smallpox, 
and they noticed. It’s a little 
late, but credit to them.

Edward Jenner was a 
Gloucestershire physician 
who also noticed the pe-
culiarities of cowpox and 
prepared many case studies, 
showing that prior infection 
with cowpox prevents infec-
tion by smallpox. Edward 
Jenner assembled his case 
studies with � ne drawings 
and submitted them for pub-
lication to � e Royal Society 
where he was rejected. Some-
one who did see virtue in 
Jenner’s work was Napoleon 
Bonaparte, then in power; he 
welcomed Jenner to France 
with honors and vaccinated 
his armies. 

All of this might make 
you think that a� er 1800 
there would be a deluge of 
new vaccines.  But it took 80 
years, or four generations, 
and much of the 19th cen-
tury.  To explain why, we 
will keep going, vaccine by 
vaccine: � rst anthrax, then 
animal cholera, and � nally, 
the rabies vaccine, which ar-
rived on a wing and a prayer 
in 1885.

Richard Kessin is Profes-
sor Emeritus of Pathology 
and Cell Biology at � e Co-
lumbia University Medical 
Center and has been writing 
� e Body Scienti� c column 
for 15 years.

breeding population of 
mountain lions has been 
present in the state since 
the 1800s and that bobcats 
(up to 40 pounds) are the 
only wild felines active in 
Connecticut today.

NORTH CANAAN 
— In an e� ort to improve 
communications and pro-
vide a more welcoming 
atmosphere at Town Hall, 
a reception window was 
installed at the front o�  ce 
earlier this month. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A favorite Christmas story, circa 1946
 A week ago, when I was 
at a meeting of the Unitari-
an Fellowship of NW CT at 
Noble Horizons, we were all 
asked by the leader to tell our 
favorite Christmas story. This 
was my story:
    When I was ten years old, 
in 1946, my family moved 
back to our pre-war home in 
Buckinghamshire, England, 
not far from Windsor Castle, 
and on Christmas morning 
my parents took their three 
children to the Christmas 
morning service at their old 
village church in Farnham 
Royal. We kids (aged 13, 10 
and 9) didn’t pay much at-
tention to the sermon, until 
we heard the Rector saying, 
“I would like you all to con-
sider inviting one or two of 
our local German prison-
ers-of-war to your Christmas 
Dinner today.” At the word 
“German” we three kids all 
froze.“German! Prisoners of 
war! Real live Germans! In 
our house! No!”
    All our remembered lives 
we had had German aircraft 
in the sky above our heads, 
where we lived in our grand-
father’s house only a quarter 
of a mile from the heavily 
barbed-wired beaches and 

waves. The German planes 
had been over our heads, first 
in small strafing attacks and 
then in huge squadrons of 
heavy bombers coming and 
going while we hid in air-raid 
shelters. My brothers knew 
the names of every German 
aeroplane that came over, 
and could tell from their 
sound which exact one was 
over us — Heinkel, Mess-
erschmidt — and who was 
going after them — Spitfire, 
Hurricane —  So imagine our 
shock when we got outside 
and heard our parents telling 
the Rector that they would 
welcome two German pris-
oners-of-war to our Christ-
mas Dinner! “No! No!”
    But we kids were not con-
sulted. My father had only 
just got home from 3 1/2 
years as a prisoner-of-war 
himself, in the jungles of 
Siam and Burma. So they 
came, and all too soon we 
were standing in the front 
hall and shaking hands with 
our visitors – two young men 
with bundles under their 
arms and shy smiles on their 
faces. We all went into the 
living room and sat down, we 
kids totally silent and frozen 
with fear. Our parents and 

‘Tis the season — 
considering the gift of 
the moment 
 In these challenging times, 
embracing the beauty amid 
the chaos can be difficult. 
With so many voices pushing 
us to fear, embody busyness 
and buying, and check off our 
many holiday lists, it can be 
overwhelming to consider the 
gift of the moment. Therefore, 
I offer these thoughts to en-
courage and empower those 
who read them to celebrate 
some of the spiritual gifts of 
the season—whether they 
are “church-folks” or not. 
More than a few traditional 
Christian teachings are worth 
considering and embracing to 
increase your spiritual health 
this December.
   December 1st was the first 
Sunday of Advent, marking 
the beginning of the Christian 
New Year. Echoing how the 
light of creation came out of 
chaos and darkness, Advent 
is a season where the days 
get shorter, and the world 
has much more darkness than 
light. During these shadowy 
times, Christians are called to 
meditate on hope, joy, peace, 
and love—the secret sauce of 
the light and grace the world 
desperately craves. Like an 
answered prayer, the Winter 
Solstice passes, and then we 
see the coming again of the 
Light in the celebration of 
Christmas. This constant and 
abiding celebration of Christ-
light is a clarion call for the 
belief that brighter days are 
coming again, inviting us to 
enter a life lived in the light 
instead of the darkness.
 Advent is a season en-
couraging us to give sin-
cere thought and planning 
regarding our belief in the 
Light and our commitment 
to being a people of the Light. 
Each week, we consider the 
four core values of our faith: 
hope, joy, peace, and love. We 
prepare our hearts and our 
homes for the inbreaking of 
the heavenly into the earthly 
realm. We reach out to others 
with goodwill and generosity. 
We show through our words 
and deeds that we believe in 
the brightness of the human 

soul, sharing care and com-
passion with whomever we 
meet.
 As we go forth into this 
transformative month, we 
know the light still shines 
even in the darkest mo-
ments. It beckons us to live 
in its warmth with all our 
hearts. It entices us to share 
its illumination with our 
friends, family, community, 
and country. Yes, it is a ten-
der and challenging moment 
for the world. This is why we 
need people who believe in 
and nurture the light more 
than ever. Please join us in 
the work that lies ahead by 
recommitting to faith in the 
Divine and humanity’s abili-
ty to reflect the light in beau-
ty-filled ways. You, dear one, 
have a light worth shining. 
Keep glowing, friends. 
With luminous faith,

Rev. Dr. Anna Crews 
 Camphouse

Pastor of Lakeville UMC, 
Millerton UMC, 

and Sharon UMC

The Democrats show they still don’t get it
More than a month after 

the election, the shell-shocked 
Democrats and their allies in 
the media, academia and Hol-
lywood are still clueless as to 
what happened.

They’re in full denial as 
they point fingers at every-
thing but themselves. Instead 
of ditching their hugely un-
popular agenda, they’re dou-
bling down with a “Second 
Resistance” to Donald Trump 
and wondering what’s wrong 
with the millions of Amer-
icans who voted for him. 
Didn’t those yokels hear what 
a threat to democracy he is?

Yes, the yokels heard all 
about it, but they saw through 
the left’s lies. Only the Dems 
and their media handmaid-
ens who peddle those lies 
believe them. Together they 
seem cognitively incapable 
of comprehending that it is 
their own lies, extremism and 

threats to democracy that the 
country rejects, not Trump’s 
salesman exaggerations and 
unvarnished talk.

The Dems think they just 
need better “messaging” and 
“listening.” It never occurs 
to these so-called elites how 
consummately wrong their 
policies are - replacing police 
with community organizers, 
pushing unlimited genders, 
demanding biological males 
in female sports, romanticiz-
ing “social justice” protestors 
who loot and burn cities. This 
is just the short list.

The upshot is that the 
Democrats turned off mil-
lions of voters while Trump 
defied assassins, flipped burg-
ers and talked unscripted with 
everyone, paving the way for 
the most vilified figure in 
American presidential histo-
ry to easily win the elector-
al college, sweep the swing 

states, take the Senate, hold 
the House, and add another 
governorship to the GOP 
majority.

Trump also made signif-
icant inroads with women, 
blacks, Hispanics and young 
people. He even won the na-
tional popular vote by over 
two million deplorables, 
which is hard to do with the 
huge population of deep-blue 
California.

Kamala Harris, mean-
while, a lousy candidate and 
campaigner, spent $2 billion 
in 3 months and managed to 
end up $20 million in debt. 
That’s also pretty hard to do.

Voters rejected the dismal 
Biden-Harris record and all 
the lies about Joe’s cognitive 
state and Kamala’s abilities. 
Joe’s recent pardon of son 
Hunter after insisting he 
wouldn’t do it doesn’t help ei-
ther. His “legacy” is in tatters, 

his popularity at an all-time 
low, and Kamala has left the 
building. Trump is already 
running the country in their 
absence.

Nancy Pelosi blames the 
loss on the right’s supposed 
fixation with “Guns, God 
and Gays,” but that’s not it. 
Her side lost because of their 
economy, wars, border mal-
functions, fake existential 
threats and misuse of the law 
to get Trump. Again, that’s 
just the short list.

The left’s postmodern 
liberal world order that was 
supposed to usher in joy and 
equity has degenerated into 
democracy-threatening illib-
eralism and actual Orwellian 
conditions.

Donald Trump has stuck 
a fork in it. It’s done.

Mark Godburn
Norfolk

Ambulance needs 
 Thank you for your excel-
lent article about Salisbury 
Volunteer Ambulance Ser-
vice and their need for our 
assistance.
    Toward the end of the story 
it mentions that the Squad 
responds to 700 calls per 
year. This is a huge task for 
this all volunteer group and 
anything we can do to lighten 
their load is important.
  As Jacquie Rice said, many 
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LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

TAX COLLECTOR 
TOWN OF

SALISBURY CT
Pursuant to Sec 12-145 

of the Connecticut State 
Statutes, the taxpayers of the 
Town of Salisbury are hereby 
notified the third installment 
of the Grand List October 1, 
2023 is due and payable 
January 1, 2025. Pursuant 
to Section 12-71b of the 
Connecticut State Statutes, 
the Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle tax is due on January 
1, 2025. Payments must be 
received or postmarked by 
February 3, 2025. If said Real 
Estate, Personal Property 
and Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle taxes are not paid on 
or before February 3, 2025, 
interest at the rate of 1 % 
(18% per year) will be added 
for each month from the 
time when such tax becomes 
due and payable until paid. 
Minimum interest

$2.00.
Mail to: Tax Collector, 

P.O. Box 338, Salisbury, 
CT 06068 or at Town Hall, 
27 Main Street, Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, 9am-
4pm (Closed for lunch 
12:30-1:30) or use the drop 
box located in the vestibule 
of the Town Hall, 9am-4pm, 
Monday-Friday. You may 
pay by E-Check or Credit 
Card at www.salisbw.yct.
us. Click blue tab View/

Pay Taxes. A fee is charged. 
Dated at Salisbury CT this 
11th day of December 2024.

Jean F. Bell
CCMC Tax Collector

Salisbury CT 06068
12-19-24
01-09-25
01-23-25

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF KENT 

The second installment 
of the Real Estate, Personal 
Property and the Motor 
Vehicle Supplemental tax for 
the Grand List of 2023 is due 
and payable January 1, 2025. 
The second installment of 
the Real Estate, Personal 
Property and Motor Vehicle 
Supplemental tax for the 
Grand List of 2023 will 
become delinquent on 
Tuesday, February 4, 2025.

 As soon as the tax 
becomes delinquent, it shall 
be subject to interest at the 
rate of 1.5% per month from 
January 1, 2025 until the 
same is paid.

Bills may be viewed and 
paid online by going to the 
Tax Collector’s page on the 
Town of Kent website at 
www.townofkentct.org.

There are two options for 
online payment: credit card 
or electronic check.

The Tax Collector’s office 
will be open from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. on Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday. 
There is a red drop box next 
to the

front door of the Town 
Hall for payments.Payments 
are also welcome through 
the mail at P. O. Box 311, 
Kent, Connecticut 06757.

Deborah Devaux CCMC
Tax Collector

12-19-24
01-09-25
01-23-25

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF CANAAN
Pursuant to Sec. 12-145 

of the Connecticut statutes, 
the Tax Collector, Town 
of Canaan gives notice 
that she will be ready to 
receive Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle taxes and the 2nd 
installment of Real Estate 
& Personal Property taxes 
due January 1, 2025 at the 
Canaan Town Hall, PO 
Box 47, 108 Main St., Falls 
Village, CT 06031.

 Office Hours: Mondays 
and Wednesdays 9:00-12:00.

Payments  must  b e 
received or postmarked by 
February 3, 2025 to avoid 
interest.

All taxes remaining 
unpaid after February 3, 
2025 will be charged interest 
from January 1, 2025 at the 
rate of 1.5% for each month 
from the due date of the 
delinquent tax to the date of 
payment, with a minimum 

interest charge of $2.00. Sec. 
12-146

Failure to receive a tax bill 
does not relieve the taxpayer 
of their responsibility for 
the payment of taxes or 
delinquent charges. Sec.12-
30
Rebecca Juchert-Derungs, 

CCMC
12-19-24
01-02-25
01-23-25

Legal Notice
Town of Kent

Town of Sharon
Notice is given that a copy 

of the collective bargaining 
agreement between Region 
1 BOE and HVRHS Faculty 
Assoc. for 7/1/2025 - 
6/30/2028 may be inspected 
during Town Clerk’s office 
hours.

Darlene Brady
 Kent Town Clerk
 Linda Amerighi

 Sharon Town Clerk
12-19-24

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

STEVEN J. PRESSLEY
Late of Falls Village

(24-00471)
The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 5, 2024, ordered 

that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

 The fiduciary is:
Jean Pressley McClung
c/o Michael Dennis 

Ryback
Guion Stevens & Ryback, 

LLP, 93 West Street, PO Box 
338, Litchfield, CT 06759

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

12-19-24

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

GILBERT JEROME 
BEERS

Late of West Cornwall
(24-00483)

 The Hon. Jordan M. 
Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 3, 2024, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciaries are:
David Beers, Louise Beers 

and Mary Angela O’Neal
c/o Michael Anthony 

Giardina

Henry & Giardina, LLP
295 Main Street South
P.O. Box 5013
Woodbury, CT 06798

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

12-19-24

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

DAVID HENRY ELWELL
Late of Salisbury

AKA David H. Elwell
(24-00472)

The Hon. Jordan M. 
Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 3, 2024, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
George Blake Cabot
c/o Michael Peter Citrin
Drury, Patz & Citrin, LLP
7 Church Street
P.O. Box 101
Canaan, CT 06018

Beth L. McGuire
Chief Clerk

12-19-24
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their guests tried to talk – 
the Germans knew a little 
English after years of work-
ing on our farms and roads 
— so we heard one of them 
asking if they could give us 
kids something, and pulling 
things wrapped in brown pa-
per from their bundles. John, 
my elder brother, opened up 
a light balsa-wood aeroplane 
with round RAF circles on its 
wings, and my little brother 
unwrapped a stout wooden 
train engine, and I found a 
beautiful polished wooden 
box with a pretty tin pic-
ture nailed to its lid, taken 
from a pre-war candy box. 
And when I opened the lid, 
I found it contained lots 

of little compartments, for 
spools of thread and nee-
dles and scissors And then 
the prisoner-of-war who had 
given it to me said “It’s a lady 
box!” And I — well, I would 
have hugged him if I’d had 
the courage! 
    And by the time we sat 
down at the table for our tur-
key feast, we were all talking 
and laughing and the Ger-
mans were naming our cat’s 
new family of kittens — all 
German names, which we 
happily learned, and we were 
all friends. That was a happy 
Christmas Day! 
                                                  

Gaile Binzen
Salisbury

of these calls come in the 
dead of the night. I can at-
test to this having lived with 
a Squad member for many 
years. They just get up and 
go … no salary, no benefits 
and sometimes little recogni-
tion for the invaluable service 
they provide to our special 
community.
  Please take a moment and 
look at the recommendations 
in the article, especially hav-
ing an up to date and acces-
sible File of Life. And while 
you’re at it, please consider 
making a donation to SVAS. 
They are supported by pri-
vate funding and we are so 
very fortunate to have them .

Lee Hayes
Bristol, RI

The deadline for 
letters to the edi-

tor is 10 a.m. each 
Monday.  

You may email  
letters to  

publisher@ 
lakevillejournal.

com.
Please limit 

letters to 500 words.

More letters appear 
on Page A6.
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Our Towns

Holiday
Wishes

WarmestWarmest

Wishing you all the joys of the season and 
happiness throughout the year to come!

Member FDIC

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, December 19 & 26, 2024, Thursday, December 19 & 26, 2024

By Jennifer Almquist

TORRINGTON — On a 
cold, blustery morning, Nov. 
22, state legislators and ad-
vocates for homeless people 
met in the Torrington Li-
brary to discuss the current 
state of unhoused people in 
the Northwest Corner. The 
emphasis of the dialogue, 
by the Waterbury-Litchfield 
County Coordinated Access 
Network, concerned the 
crisis within our statewide 
system of care and housing.  

Homelessness is up 14% 
in Connecticut since 2022, 
and numbers are rising 
steadily. There are 51 shelter 
beds for a known population 
of 482 men, women, and 
children sleeping outside in 
tents, cars and under bridges. 

Due to a $500,000 cut in 
Connecticut Cold Weather 
Emergency Response fund-
ing, the overflow winter 
shelter opening at Trinity 
Church in Torrington was 
delayed until Dec. 1, which 
meant more frigid nights 
spent sleeping under layers 
of blankets in tents in the 
woods. 

Deirdre Houlihan Di 
Cara, Executive Director of 
Friends in Service to Human-
ity welcomed the concerned 
crowd that filled the room. 
FISH is a 35-bed shelter with 
five beds reserved for veter-
ans and a food pantry serving 
the most vulnerable people 
living in the 900 square miles 
of the Northwest Corner of 
Connecticut. 

More than half of the cli-
ents using the FISH shelter 
are senior citizens whose So-
cial Security no longer cover 
their rent.  

“We have over 2,652 
neighbors in need using our 
FISH Food Pantry,” DiCara 
said. “This is an increase of 
952 people this past year. 
We distributed enough food 
items for 182,859 meals. At 
their coat drive in Novem-
ber FISH distributed 1,800 
cold weather items. Funding 
through the Department of 
Housing covers half of the 
cost of operating a shelter. Di 
Cara added, “We are trying 
to save lives.”

Nancy Cannavo, Director 
of the Gathering Place/New 
Beginnings daytime drop-
in center reported since this 
October that 604 new people 
began using the facility. Of 
the 1,188 housing requests 
they fielded, 64 people were 

Legislative Roundtable stresses 
strain on homeless shelters, 
food banks in Northwest Corner

housed, 2,391 hot showers 
were taken and 810 loads of 
laundry were done. Canna-
vo proposed that non-photo 
IDs, such as birth certificates 
and social security cards 
should be free. 

Anne Giordano, early 
child specialist at EdAdvance 
(whose mission promotes the 
success of school communi-
ties) revealed the group most 
likely to be homeless are in-
fants. Of the 53 homeless 
people in Torrington, eight 
of them are children under 6. 
Giordano expressed concern, 
“The impacts are negative 
because the lack of consis-
tency and nurture often have 
long-lasting effects on the de-
velopment of children.” 

Nationally 1.2 million 
pre-K through 12th grade 
children are homeless — 
365,000 of them under the 
age of three. “In Connecti-
cut we have 4,000 homeless 
children from pre-K through 
12th — 1,000 of them under 
the age of three,” Giordano 
said. 

Only 68% of homeless 
kids graduate from high 
school, contrasting with the 
86% national average. Gior-
dano concluded the nega-
tive cycle continues as high 
school dropouts are four 
times more likely to become 
homeless. 

Julia Scharnberg, vice 
president of Community 
Engagement at the NWCT 
Community Foundation em-
phasized the role of philan-
thropy in finding solutions. 
Credible websites with ac-
curate data are essential to 
address negative assump-
tions. Banishing the stigma 
of homelessness is crucial. 
Housing is the vital answer 

to this dilemma, but housing 
development is slow. Obsta-
cles to housing are landlords 
not accepting vouchers, lim-
ited credit and rental histo-
ry, jobs with low wages, and 
insufficient space — Con-
necticut currently has a 2% 
housing vacancy rate.

Leonardo Ghio, Project 
Director of Northwest Hills 
Community Health Network 
at NW Hills Council of Gov-
ernments and Co-Chair of 
CAN explained the impor-
tance of annualized funding.  
Ghio expressed concern for 
young people without trust-
ed adults who suffer adverse 
childhood experiences 
during the trauma of being 
homeless. 

State Rep. Jay Case (R-63) 
often gives hands-on help at 
area shelters. He said the 
funds for addressing home-
lessness must become a line 

item in the Connecticut 
budget, which newly elect-
ed State Rep. Joe Canino (R-
65) and State Sen.-elect Paul 
Honig (D-8) acknowledged.  

Sarah Fox, CEO of Con-
necticut Coalition to End 
Homelessness, recalled be-
ing homeless as a child which 
informs her advocacy. Fox 
shared a working draft of 
legislative priorities includ-
ing annualized funding, 
homelessness prevention 
measures, tax incentives for 
landlords honoring housing 
vouchers, expanded shelter 
capacity, and protections to 
prevent criminalization of 
homeless people. 

Even after approval for 
housing vouchers, the wait 
for a home can take up to a 
year. Fox estimated that Con-
necticut needs more than 
98,000 affordable housing 
units to close the gap.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Front left:  Jessica Gueniat, Torrington Library director; Sarah Fox, CCEH CEO; 
Leonardo Ghio, Northwest Hills Council of Governments; Nancy Cannavo, di-
rector Gathering Place/New Beginnings; Deirdre DiCara, executive director of 
FISH/Friends in Service to Humanity of Northwestern CT. Back left: The Rev. 
Carrie Combs of Trinity Episcopal Church; Julie Scharnberg, NWCT Community 
Foundation; Greg Brisco, executive director of YMCA NWCT; David Rich, The 
Housing Collective.
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Situated on 1.8 acres this almost 2,000 square foot 
house on Horseshoe Lane built in 1960 was the least 
expensive property recorded in November at $625,000. 
According to MLS records the property was offered for 
sale at $974,500 in April. 

By Christine Bates

SALISBURY — There 
were only four recorded sales 
of single-family properties 
in Salisbury in the month 
of November with only one 
home closing above a mil-
lion dollars. The 12-month 
average median price in No-
vember 2024 was $912,500 
compared to three years ago 
in November 2021 when it 
was $715,000. This increase 
of 28% is in line with price 
appreciation in all of Litch-
field County in the last three 
years. During this same peri-
od the number of units sold 
annually has dropped from 
89 to 46. Currently there are 
15 residences for sale in Salis-
bury with only four under a 
million dollars. In contrast 
there are 17 rentals — 12 fur-
nished seasonal rentals and 
five unfurnished homes at 
$3,500 or less.

Transactions
42 Horseshoe Lane — 3 

bedroom/2.5 bath home 
built in 1960 sold by Estate of 
Dolores Carlson to McBride 

Fewer sales, higher 
prices in Salisbury

Builders LLC for $625,000.
40 Canterbury Lane — 

4 bedroom/3 bath modern 
home sold by Naomi Gold-
stein to Vivian Kimmelman 
for $1.27 million.

84 Bunker Hill Road — 4 
bedroom/4.5 bath home on 
8.58 acres sold by Estate of 
Stephany Warick Haines to 
Gregory and Dina Meindl for 
$950,000.

48 Covered Bridge Road 
— 4 bedroom/2 bath house 
on 2.15 acres sold by Susan 
Ward Spring to Brendan 
Seamus and Lauren Mann 
Cranna for $725,000.

* Town of Salisbury real es-
tate transfers recorded as sold 
between Nov. 1 and Nov. 30, 
2024, provided by the Salis-
bury Town Clerk. Transfers 
without consideration are 
not included. Current market 
data courtesy of Smart MLS 
and InfoSparks. Compiled by 
Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Salesperson with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in Connecticut and 
New York.

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal
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Our Towns

Your neighborhood
investment firm
174 West Street, Litchfi eld, CT

As we mark our 30th anniversary, the recent 
expansion of our local offi ce highlights our
commitment to Litchfi eld County—and our pride
in serving the community.

At Bradley, Foster & Sargent, we look to add meaningful value to your
life now and over time, providing personalized wealth and investment 
management to meet your evolving needs.

$7.74  Billion
Assets Under Management
as of 9.30.24

Independently owned 
by professionals of the firm

Gene Daponte
(860) 241-4610

Cindy Brightman
(860) 241-4611

Greg Miller
(860) 241-4884

bfsinvest.com 860.527.8050

COMMITTED TO YOUR SUCCESS

14 Church Street, Canaan, CT 06018
Tue-Fri: 9am-5pm • Sat: 9am-3pm

860.824.0209
danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com

Hearth and Home Store

 

 

     

                  C34 Gas Stove      H27 Seasand Enamel Gas Stove              G55 Pellet Stove  

 

      Hearth and Home Store 

     139 West Main Street, Canaan, CT 06018 

November 27 – December 22 

Save up to $500 
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DUTCHESS DAY SCHOOL 
415 ROUTE 343, MILLBROOK, NY 12545 
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Preschool through Eighth Grade 
Traditional learning in an innovative environment.

For more information, please contact Christine Whiting,  
Director of Admissions: twhiting@dutchessday.org
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CONTRACTING 
 

PALLONE KARCHESKI 
Serving the Tri-State Area  |  Fully Licensed & Insured 

BUILDING • REMODELING 
PAINTING • RESTORATION

860-485-4696  |  info@pkcontractingct.com
www.pkcontractingct.com

3 Century Blvd PO Box 656
Millerton, NY 12546

(518) 789-3014
www.crownenergycorp.com

Full Service Department
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By Alec Linden

KENT — A last minute 
addition to the Dec. 12 meet-
ing agenda of Kent’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
focalized a neighborly dis-
pute on Stone Fences Lane 
between newly arrived resi-
dents and a long established 
— but unpermitted — home 
pottery studio.

The contentious appli-
cation was submitted for 
a special events permit by 
Alison Palmer Studio, rep-
resented by 48 Stone Fences 
Lane residents Alison Palmer 
and Steve Katz. The couple 
had planned an “open house” 
style event which invited 
guests to stop in at Palmer’s 
in-residence studio to enjoy 
light refreshments and pe-
ruse the ceramics while she 
worked. The event was sched-
uled to span the dates of Dec. 
14 to 22, during which the 
studio also had a single-day 
workshop planned.

Palmer and Katz apol-
ogized for the 11th-hour 
submission of the applica-
tion, stating that they hadn’t 
known that a special permit 
was needed for such events, 

Kent hears application on long 
unpermitted pottery studio

or for running a home studio. 
P&Z Chair Wes Wyrick told 
the couple bluntly that the 
studio’s unpermitted events 
and commercial activity “is 
not according to our zoning 
regulations.”

“We are remiss, as far as 
that’s concerned,” Katz re-
plied, vowing that they will 
diligently adhere to the reg-
ulatory process for future 
activities. “We didn’t know,” 
claimed Palmer, adding later 
that “It was a surprise to us 
… we’ve always wanted to 
comply.”

As the application discus-
sion was not a public hearing, 
public comment on the topic 
was restricted to the begin-
ning of the meeting, while 
the applicant presented their 
case later on.

Dave and Denyse Stone-
back, residents at 11 Stone 
Fences Lane, sent a letter to 
the Kent’s Land Use Admin-
istration to report a zoning 
breach, who then alerted 
the Alison Palmer Studio 
of the situation. The couple 
presented their complaints 
during the public comment 
section, primarily regarding 
increased traffic and speed-

ing on the private road, 
which they claimed is direct-
ly correlated to events held at 
48 Stone Fences Lane.

“It is our opinion that the 
applicant has demonstrated 
blatant disregard for the Kent 
zoning ordinance and permit 
process, and total disrespect 
for the other residents on 
Stone Fences Lane,” Stone-
back said to the commission.

Stoneback mentioned that 
he and his wife had recent-
ly moved from the Chicago 
area for a quiet life in the 
countryside, but had been 
troubled to find a busier en-
vironment than they were 
expecting on Stone Fences 
Lane. “The speed of the cars 
coming down the road is not 
only disruptive on our daily 
walks, but also is a concern 
for safety,” Denyse Stoneback 
argued.

Katz, during the appli-
cant’s presentation later in 
the meeting, countered that 
the workshops held at his 
wife’s studio were generally 
low attendance, and primar-
ily populated by “women 
from 40 to 60 years old” who 
he would be surprised to see 
speeding, he said. He pointed 
out that there are 24 homes 
on Stone Fences Ln., which 
puts a lot of cars on a rela-
tively short roadway, and as 
such doubted that the traffic 
the Stonebacks had reported 
was the cause of the pottery 
studio.

He also expressed surprise 
that such new transplants to 
the area — he stated that they 
had moved into their home 
in June of 2024 — would be 
so eager to campaign against 
the pottery studio. The cou-
ple had lived on Stone Fences 
Lane for 26 years, he assured, 

and have been running work-
shops in the pottery studio 
for 16. “In 16 years, nobody 
has said anything,” he added.

“I think maybe these peo-
ple should live here for a little 
while and figure out where 
they actually moved before 
they start complaining,” Katz 
said.

While the commission 
agreed that the events and 
workshops the household 
had been running were in 
violation of the town’s zon-
ing ordinances, several mem-
bers expressed appreciation 
for the pottery studio’s place 
within Kent’s cultural land-
scape.

“It’s a cottage industry,” 
said P&Z Vice Chair Karen 
Casey. “I like the idea that 
artists live here and have 
their studios here, and I think 
most people do,” she contin-
ued  — “This is a pretty big 
part of our charm.”

The commission in-
formed the applicant that be-
yond this one-off event, they 
will need to come back for 
special permitting for future 
programming at the studio. 

“I’m glad we have a path 
to eventually make this a per-
mitted and sanctioned and 
controlled activity,” commis-
sion member Darryl Cherni-
ske contributed.  

After some discussion, the 
commission ultimately voted 
to approve the special events 
permit application, which 
applies only to the Dec. 14-
22 open house event. 

Palmer and Katz assured 
P&Z that they would return 
in January to formally apply 
for a special permit to run a 
commercial operation from 
their home with the proper 
paperwork.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Salis-
bury celebrated its 200th an-
niversary Sunday, Dec. 15, 
with a visit from the Right 
Rev. Jeffrey W. Mello, the 
Diocesan Bishop of Con-
necticut.

He brought greetings 
from the 30,000 Episcopal-
eans in the state.

In his sermon, Mello 
asked the parishioners to 
consider what it means to 
say they are from St. John’s, 
and urged them to present 
themselves in such a way that 
“those seeing us in action say 
‘see how they love each other’ 
and want to know more.”

Mello greeted worship-
pers as they filed out of the 
church, and mingled further 
at a post-service luncheon.

St. John’s was consecrat-
ed on Sept. 15, 1824, by 
the Bishop, Dr. Thomas C. 
Brownell.

St. John’s celebrates 
two full centuries

Brownell wrote of the 
building: “This edifice is 
constructed of brick in the 
gothic style or architecture. 
It is neatly furnished, and its 
accommodations are judi-
ciously arranged.”

He added that the cost of 
the building “has been borne 
with cheerfulness.

“The zeal and liberality 
which this parish has evinced 
afford an encouraging prom-
ise of its future prosperity.”

St. John’s has been active 
in its support of community 
organizations, with substan-
tial donations in 2024 to the 
Lakeville Hose Company 
($2,650), Housatonic Youth 
Services Bureau ($2,200), 
the Chore Service ($1,000), 
Hispaniola Health Partners/
Louise Lindenmeyr ($2,000), 
the Corner Food Pantry 
($4,000), Salisbury Family 
Services ($3,500), Salisbury 
Volunteer Ambulance Ser-
vice ($2,650), and Project 
SAGE ($1,000).

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Mrs. Claus comes to Salisbury
Mrs. Claus, accompanied by Chief Elf Wendy, enter-
tained two groups of young students from Salisbury 
Central School Thursday, Dec. 12 at Noble Horizons.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

The Right Rev. Jeffrey W. Mello spoke at the 200th 
anniversary of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Salisbury.
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We operate as a 501 (c)(3); donations are tax deductible.

Why support local news?
Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Since becoming a nonpro� t, what’s kept The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News going are the thousands of loyal readers and advertisers

 who value both publications as the most reliable sources of information in our area,
 and the generous donations from people like you and your neighbors.

Here’s what your neighbors are saying about why 
they value The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News

Please consider donating today.  Use the envelope in today’s paper,
 visit lakevillejournal.com/donate or millertonnews.com/donate, 
or mail a check to The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News, 

64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031.

“I read The 
Lakeville Journal 
because it keeps 

me informed 
about what’s 

going on in our 
community. It 

does so without a 
point of view, one 
way or another.”

MARY TAYLOR

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it holds 
our whole community together.”

ALEXANDRA PETERS

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it 
tells me  what is going on in the community 

and it’s an independent newspaper.”
KATY KINSOLVING

We get it every week.  It 
keeps me in the loop about 
what is going on up here.  I 

would never not have it.
JIMMY AYOUB

“I love The 
Lakeville Journal 

because I am 
a newspaper 
junkie.  It’s 

local and it’s a 
wonderful way of 
connecting with 
the community.” 

JAY JOLLY

“I particularly love the 
police blotter and I 

love the letters to the 
editor.  I’ve written a few 
myself and it’s a way to 
appreciate the diversity 
of opinion in our towns.”

FRED PETERS

“I love the fact the paper is covering 
Amenia and you are well on your 
way to being a great newspaper.”
CHRIS KENNAN

“We’ve lived here for 60 years and the Journal is 
what you go to for all sorts of information. It’s always 

been a wonderful thing to read each week.”
MIMI ESTES

“I like The Millerton News and The Lakeville Journal because 
I’m  a great supporter of non-pro� t news and that’s the way 

to go from here on out.  I read everything in the paper.”
FRANK FITZMAURICE

“I love The Lakeville 
Journal because 

it’s authentic 
and community 

oriented.”
KRISTY FOSS

“I’ve been reading it for 48 years.  Great 
news coverage, great editorials.”

DICK CASSIN

“It’s a way to understand 
how the community 

works. I’ve been a devoted 
Millerton News subscriber 

and I almost always 
read it cover to cover.

You need to have a source for 
the facts in age with so many 
di� erent platforms, so a local 

newspaper is important.”
EDIE GREENWOOD

“I really like The 
Lakeville Journal 
because it brings 

people together and 
there a lot of good 

topics that 
you don’t learn 
anywhere else.”

JACKSON MAGYER 

“I grew up in northwest 
Connecticut and The Lakeville 
Journal has always been part 

of my life and part of my 
family’s life. It has everything 

you need to know. It’s the 
voice of the community and 
it is so important to support 

independent journalism; 
something that is dying in the 
United States.  That requires 

people to step up 
to the plate and support it.”

ROBERTA WILLIS

“ I like The 
Millerton 
News as 
a way to 
� nd out local news and 
they publish pictures of 
my children. There’s so 
much that people can 
do in our community 
but only if they have a 
local news source.”
MEGAN MUSGROVE

“I love the police blotter and hearing about all the events 
happening in our community, and letters to the editor.”

CAROL KALIKOW

“I’ve lived here for 50 years 
and I’ve seen many iterations 
of the paper and thank God 
for its survival.   Every town 

needs a paper.  The Journal is 
covering local issues that I would 

never necessarily know about 
and they are covering them in 

depth.  It’s a critically important 
form of community knowledge 
but also creating a community 

and helping it to thrive.”
BARBARA MALTBY

“I like the editorial page.  
I’m thrilled with Natalia 
Zuckerman’s new events 
newsletter.  She’s really 

opening our eyes to what’s 
happening all over our area.”

BOBBIE OLSEN

“I love The 
Lakeville 

Journal for 
telling me what 

is going on in 
my community, 
giving me very 

factual news and 
also news about  
cultural events.”
MIKE ABRAM

Scan to donate online.

“I’ve been reading The Millerton News 
since we moved here 60 years ago. I 
check all the latest school board news 
and other local government meetings. 
The paper is important for accountability 
of government and how they spend our money.”
JULIE SCHROEDER

“I love The 
Lakeville Journal 
because it tells you 
what happened in 
town last week and all 
the wonderful things going on.”
PAT JENNY

“I love The 
Lakeville 
Journal because 
it tells you all 
the news that no 
one else will tell you.”
HELEN ROSS

NAME _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________   ZIP CODE _________

TELEPHONE ________________    EMAIL_____________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please � nd my check/money order 
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to LJMN Media.

“I read The Millerton News to help 
stay connected to the community 
because that is the role of local 
journalism to make people aware 
of resources and wonderful things in 
their neck of the woods.  That’s the number 
one thing that a newspaper should be doing. 
I think it’s important that people have a stake in 
where they live and have a passion for it. And to 
build that you need to have someone exploring 
for them because we can’t go out individually and 
interview everyone  that a newspaper can.”
DICK HERMANS
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  
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Energy Costs
Continued from Page A1

Wake Robin
Continued from Page A1

Brewery
Continued from Page A1

Paley Farm
Continued from Page A1

Yankee Gas’ $209 million rate hike request filed with 
PURA would raise revenue for the company by 29 

percent, and residential customers who use gas to 
heat their homes would see bills rise by 43 percent.

FFA
Continued from Page A1

took the clumps of evergreens 
from his fellow workers as fast 
as they could deliver them.

The FFA Holiday Store 
is open daily from 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. through Friday, 
Dec. 20.

Gas’s $209 million rate hike 
request filed with the regu-
latory authority would raise 
revenue for the company by 
29%, and residential custom-
ers who use gas to heat their 
homes would see bills rise by 
43%.

“Read the room, Ever-
source,” Tong said in a Nov. 
13 statement. “Connecticut 
families are fed up with sky 
high energy costs and can’t 
afford this massive increase. 
This is yet another tone-deaf 
slap in the face from our out-
of-touch public utilities.”

Referring to Yankee Gas’s 
recent rate hike request, “You 
don’t have to be a lawyer to 
see some basic obvious over-
reach in this filing,” the at-
torney general said. “They’re 
asking for profits that are 
completely out of whack with 
other public utilities, includ-
ing tacking on a non-starter 
‘regulatory risk premium’ 

to account for the fact that 
our public utilities don’t like 
oversight and accountability.” 

He pledged to “comb 
through every page of this 
application … to fight for 
Connecticut families.”

Yankee Gas has 252,000 
residential customers across 
85 towns in Connecticut.

Public can follow the 
Yankee Gas case

PURA has initiated Dock-
et no. 24-12-01, “Applica-
tion of Yankee Gas Services 
Company d/b/a Eversource 
Energy to Amend Its Rate 
Schedules.” 

“The gas authority  has 
350 days to complete a gas 
rate case in Connecticut,” 
said Taren O’Connor, di-
rector of legislation, regula-
tions and communications 
for PURA.

The schedule for this pro-
ceeding will be updated to 
include all related meetings 

and action items, including 
hearing and decision dates, 
O’Connor explained.

Anyone interested in fol-
lowing the proceeding can 
sign up at the authority’s Rate 
Case Information webpage, 
which offers several YouTube 
videos highlighting the spe-
cifics of a rate case.

‘People are absolutely 
furious’

Connecticut residents 
had the highest energy bills 
and had the second-highest 
percentage of residents who 
were unable to pay a bill, at 
36%, according to a recent 
study by Lending Tree.

The study found that Con-

necticut has the third-highest 
electricity rate at 29.93 cents 
per kilowatt-hour, behind 
Hawaii and California.

“Here is even more evi-
dence that electricity bills are 
too damn high for working- 
and middle-class Connecti-
cut families,” according to a 
joint statement by Harding 
and fellow Republican state 
legislators Sen. Ryan Fazio 
(R-36), ranking Senator on 
the Energy and Technology 
Committee, and Sen. Jeff 
Gordon (R-35).

“People are absolutely fu-
rious at the electric bills that 
they’re paying and they want 
to see changes.”

the public throughout the 
application process, despite 
uneven — and sometimes 
antagonistic — relationships 
between the public and P&Z. 

“Some of the stuff that has 
been said I found highly of-
fensive,” Klemens said, “but 
the bottom line is I think the 
neighbors have made a very 
good case — that the size of 
this expansion is out of char-
acter.” 

At the Dec. 12 meeting, the 
commission also ultimately 
decided the intervenors — a 
panel of experts and attorney 
Perley Grimes representing 
Wells Hill Road residents 
Bill and Angela Cruger — 
had not met the burden of 
determining that the project 
would have significant det-
rimental environmental im-
pacts. Josh Mackey, attorney 
for Aradev LLC developers, 
upheld at the Dec. 10 meet-
ing that the intervenors had 
failed to demonstrate negative 
environmental repercussions 
associated with the project “as 
was the basis of their petition.” 

While the intervenor didn’t 
sufficiently demonstrate cause 
for significant environmen-
tal concern, attorney Grimes’ 
closing remarks to the inter-
venor’s presentation at Tues-
day’s meeting fundamentally 
appealed to scale and neigh-
borly disturbance as the true 

driving issues with the proj-
ect. “It’s too much for the site,” 
he said. “It’s too intrusive. It’s 
too large.” 

“I’m sure the residents of 
Salisbury look to you to see 
to it that the quality of life is 
ensured,” he appealed to the 
commission. 

At the Dec. 12 meeting, 
Klemens and Cockerline both 
suggested that the applicant 
withdraw without prejudice 
before the vote date so that 
they may restructure their 
plans, including downsizing 
and specifying data points 
within their construction 
schema. 

Thursday night’s proceed-
ings also allowed the commis-
sion to air some grievances 
that have haunted the affair, 
such as addressing public in-
sinuations that P&Z and the 
Land Use Office, primarily di-
rected at Klemens and Land 
Use Director Abby Conroy, 
had colluded with the appli-
cant Aradev LLC while rene-
gotiating zoning regulations 
regarding hotels in residential 
zones. 

Cockerline asserted that 
the alterations in question 
have been in development 
for years: “This is nothing 
new, and it really boils me 
that [Conroy and Klemens] 
in particular are being grilled 
on actually doing a great job.” 

applied to DOAG for building 
approval. Their proposal in-
cluded a two-story home, pool 
and outdoor spa, all of which 
were later approved in a letter 
from DOAG Commissioner 
Bryan Hurlburt.

Flaton and SLT contend 
that the approval decision 
ran afoul of the intent of the 
easement and constituted a 
misappropriation of public 
funds; the state paid today’s 
equivalent of about $900,000 
for Paley’s development rights.

These arguments were not 
the focus of Monday’s hear-
ing, however, which centered 
instead on the defendants’ mo-
tion to dismiss the case. The 
pivotal question was wheth-
er Flaton and SLT had legal 
standing to bring the suit in 
the first place.

Representing DOAG, at-
torney Gail Shane argued 
that the plaintiffs’ claims are 
not legally relevant under the 
doctrine of sovereign immu-
nity, which holds that the state 
cannot be sued, in all but a few 
select cases, for conducting its 
given duties. 

A memorandum prepared 
by the defense emphasized 
that the 1984 deed granted the 
state the “right to enforce the 
restrictions” on development, 
turning over sole responsibil-
ity for the deed’s future inter-
pretation to DOAG staff. 

Shane stated at the hearing 
that, without proof that Com-

missioner Hurlburt engaged in 
wrongful conduct to reach his 
approval decision, the plain-
tiff ’s argument is “factually 
and legally” incorrect.

Adding to Shane’s argu-
ment, attorney Ken Slater 
emphasized that his clients, 
the Bainbridges, complied 
with DOAG’s construction 
application process and were 
duly approved by the depart-
ment. He argued that the Bain-
bridges met the “incidental to 
farm operation” stipulation by 
laying out their plans to over-
see continued farming on the 
land.

“We very much disagree 
that this isn’t going to be [dedi-
cated] to agricultural use,” said 
Slater.

Shane and Slater also con-
tended the plaintiffs’ standing, 
arguing that SLT and Flaton 
had not demonstrated that 
they were specifically and 
injuriously impacted by the 
construction. 

While the plaintiffs’ initial 
complaint referenced SLT’s 
position abutting the property 
and the alteration of ridgeline 
views for hikers on SLT land, 

Shane asserted that the per-
sonal feelings of speculative 
hikers are irrelevant to SLT’s 
standing. 

Slater meanwhile argued 
that Flaton’s position as a tax-
payer and resident is insuffi-
cient to show standing, as any 
neighbor might disagree with 
how the house is built.

“It’s between the owner and 
the party that has the easement 
or the covenant over my cli-
ents’ land,” said Slater.

In his rebuttal, attorney 
Wilson Carroll, on behalf of 
the plaintiffs, contended that 
not only did Hurlburt’s deci-
sion constitute wrongful con-
duct, thus meeting an excep-
tion to the sovereign immunity 
doctrine, it also ran afoul of the 
public trust doctrine by misus-
ing taxpayer dollars.

“This is a matter of signifi-
cant public concern in Sharon 
and in the rest of the state right 
now,” said Carroll. 

Carroll asserted that the 
“groundswell of public oppo-
sition” to DOAG’s decision le-
gitimizes the plaintiffs’ stand-
ing as public representatives, 
and decried the lack of public 

oversight in DOAG’s easement 
interpretation process. To 
date, 485 people have signed 
a petition calling for stricter 
easement enforcement. 

“The public has not ratified 
this [decision] in any way,” 
Carroll said.

Judge Menjivar has yet to 
rule on the case.

In a comment following 
the hearing, Slater said his cli-
ent was “very happy that the 
hearing on the motion to dis-
miss was held” and that he is 
personally “very hopeful” the 
yuling will be in their favor.

SLT Board President Jen-
nifer Dillon was less pleased 
with the hearing. 

“We’re still just talking 
about these technicalities 
and not the merits of our ar-
gument,” she said. “I would 
love to get to a point where 
we can talk about the merits 
of the case.”

Flaton said that should the 
case be dismissed on standing 
technicalities, they plan to try 
again.

“We will simply refile. It 
will be much more straight-
forward,” said Flaton.

down operations in the new 
year, according to a recent 
announcement.

“We’re on the frontlines 
of this economic challenge,” 
Tripler said of brewing enter-
prises. “I don’t know if this is 
becoming more of a hobby 
industry.”

GFBC publicized the 
news via Facebook on the 
evening of Wednesday, Dec. 
11. “We had a damn good 
run,” the post reads, thank-
ing the brewery’s patrons, 
employees, non-profit part-
ners, business associates and 
others who supported and 
contributed to the brand 
over its six-year run.

Tripler said he would have 
loved to continue on with the 
work, but that high operat-
ing prices due to inflation 
and other pandemic-related 
stressors on business had 
made moving forward un-
sustainable. “The economic 
winds are just too hard in our 
face,” he said.

On Thursday evening, 
Dec. 12, long-time patrons of 
the establishment gathered 
to reminisce fondly on their 
time at the cherished haunt. 
“Memories were made here,” 
said Julie Canty, who has 
been an investor in the brand 
for three years with her hus-
band Steve. “It was always a 
good time,” Steve added.

Norfolk resident Star 
Childs recalled evenings 

out on the brewery’s outdoor 
seating area under the shad-
ow of Canaan Mountain: “I 
used to sit on the porch in 
the evening with my dog and 
the light would be perfect.”

The brewery and its as-
sets are now for sale — “and 
there are quite a few assets,” 
Tripler added. He’s hope-
ful that brewery continues 
under a new guise, he said: 
“Somebody who has a vision, 
enough capital, and who 
could really make something 
of this place might step in 
and do that, and that would 
be great to see.”

Tripler said that after New 
Year’s, he’s not sure what the 
next chapter is, but that he 
needs a clean break from the 
beer industry for a while. He 
does eventually plan to write 
a book called “Cautionary 
Ales,” which will help other 
small breweries “avoid the 
rocks in the way of the ship.”

Until then, GFBC’s De-
cember schedule is loaded 
with parties. Saturday, Dec. 
14 saw the celebration of the 
brewery’s 6th anniversary. 
Employees, families and 
patrons holding “mug club” 
(beer subscription) member-
ships ar invited to celebrate 
on Dec. 20. A 1980s themed 
New Year’s Eve party will 
close out the brewery’s cele-
brated run in Union Depot, 
and as Tripler put it, “there’s 
a lot of beer to drink.”
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WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Join us and have lots of fun while 
burning calories, improving your 
flexibility, coordination, and 
more in our Saturday Zumba 
class with certified Zumba 
instructor Placido Birriel. 
One-time registration is required.
Go to www.noblehorizons.org/
events or scan the QR code below.

ZUMBA!
Saturdays • 10-11AM

Community Room

On view through January 12, 2025

VICTOR  
MIRABELLI 

Solo Exhibition 
THROUGH LAYERS

AARRGGAAZZZZII  AARRTT
22 Millerton Road Lakeville, CT  |  860.435.8222  |  argazziart.com

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, December 19 & 26, 2024, Thursday, December 19 & 26, 2024

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

Shooting the breeze  
with Christopher Little

Cold Spring,  
a not-so-hidden 
Hudson Valley gem

According to 
Alissa Malnati, 
co-creator of the 

new coffee table tome, 
“Cold Spring, NY”, after 
twenty-five years in the 
urban jungle, it was 
time to go in search of a 
cure for the angst which, 
for some, can come with 
metropolitan living. “My 
husband and I were soul 
sick,” explained Malnati 
of the couple’s move to 
Cold Spring, a Hudson 
River town located in 
leafy Putnam County. 

“We were seeking resto-
ration and quiet, and to 
be in nature, away from 
the hustle and bustle of 
the city.”

The time was right 
for a move in 2021. The 
Malnatis relocated from 
busy Brooklyn to a tran-
quil mountaintop abode 
which allowed them to 
decompress without the 
intrusion of cell phones 
and ceaseless city noise. 
With the shift to the 

Continued on next page

'What I really 
feel lucky 
about is 

having had the chance 
to meet and photograph 
so many people who 
had a real impact on 
our lives,” said Christo-
pher Little whose new 
memoir, “Shooting the 
Breeze: Memories of a 
Photojournalist” was 
just released. The book is 
as eclectic and colorful 
as the man himself and 
offers an intimate look 
into Little’s globe-trotting 
career spent behind the 
lens, capturing some of 
the most iconic figures, 
events, and human sto-
ries of the past half-cen-
tury.

In 2021, the Dolph 
Briscoe Center for Amer-
ican History at The Uni-
versity of Texas acquired 
Little’s photographic 
archive. 

“I had two young 
women who spent three 
months in my basement 
cataloging this stuff,” 
said Little. “So, while 
they were working, I was 
scanning as much as I 
could for this book.”  After 
the three months, Little 
described that a “big blue 
truck” came to take away 
his 371,574 images which 
are now a permanent 
addition to the Briscoe 
Center’s internationally 
significant photojour-
nalism collection. “It’s 
very bittersweet,” shared 
Little. “It was literally a 
life’s work driving away, 
but I’m so glad to have 
it there. And I’m in good 
company.”

Little has always 
kept good company; his 
career is a testament 
to a charmed life and 
relentless curiosity. Born 

and raised in Manhattan, 
Little’s father was a jour-
nalist with The New York 
Herald Tribune writing a 
five-day-a-week column 
covering the theater. His 
mother was a playwright, 
and the couple often had 
famous people to their 
apartment. 

Little’s father was 
beloved and dropping 

his name not only helped 
open doors early on but 
put his subjects at ease. 
“He taught me a lot about 
journalism and the basic 
idea that I should look for 
another angle.”

This “other angle” is 
what makes Little’s pho-
tographs so evocative—
he’s able to capture an 
entire story in a static im-

age. “There’s a picture by 
Nat Fein, a really famous 
picture,” said Little about 
one of his early influenc-
es. “It was the first sports 
photograph to ever win 
the Pulitzer Prize. It’s a 

PHOTO BY MARTIN TANDLER

Little with his dog, Ruby. 

BOOKS: KRISTA BRIGGS

Continued on Page B3

PHOTO BY KRISTA A. BRIGGS

“Cold Spring, NY” depicts life in a notable 
Hudson River town with a rich history and much 
natural beauty.

PHOTOGRAPHY: NATALIA ZUKERMAN



Ani Jenkins brings whimsical 
wood sculptures to HVRHS gallery

...Christopher Little
Continued from previous page
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COMPASS

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

7:00 pm
12/20, 21

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
WICKED  - PG | GLADIATOR II - R

12/26, 27, 28
A COMPLETE UNKNOWN - R

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 12/20 > THU 12/26 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ PRIVATE PARTIES

MUFASA I WICKED
GLADIATOR II

Fri. Dec. 20 @ 7:00 PM
MOVIE 

TRIVIA NIGHT
Free. No ticket required.

FLOW I BABYGIRL

Sun. Dec. 22, 3PM
Mon. Dec 23, 7PM 

Royal Ballet
THE 

NUTCRACKER
Tickets On Sale Now!closes 12/24 opens Xmas Day 12/25

closes 12/23

A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN opens Xmas Eve 12/24opens Xmas Eve 12/24

MEMBERSHIPS ✴ PRIVATE PARTIES

 BABYGIRL NUTCRACKER
Tickets On Sale Now!opens Xmas Day 12/25

(518) 789-0022

Fri. Dec. 20 @ 7:00 PM

TRIVIA NIGHT

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 12/27 > THU 01/02 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ PRIVATE PARTIES

BABYGIRL

MUFASA: 
THE LION KING

A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN

WICKED
Space is limited. 

Advance Reservations
Recommended.

Sat. Dec. 28 @ 1:00 PM
Free Family Movie

Sponsored by

SHREK

Sat. Dec. 28 @ 1:00 PM

EARLY EARLY DEADLINEDEADLINE
Advertising deadline including legal notices,

for the Jan. 2TH issues will be
FRIDAY, DEC. 20TH, at NOON

Classifi ed line deadline will be
MONDAY, DEC. 23RD, at NOON

NO NEWSPAPERS PRINTED
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26TH

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!
Offi ces closed Dec. 24 - Dec. 27 & Dec. 31 - Jan. 1

lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com
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ART: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

picture of Babe Ruth on 
his last day at Yankee Sta-
dium and it’s shot from 
behind. It’s always stayed 
with me.”

Little studied psy-
chology at Yale, another 
element that seems to 
have guided him to a 
deeper understand of his 
subjects. It was while he 
was still a student at Yale 
that Little began working 
for Newsweek. “I was at 
Yale from ’67 to ’71 and 
the campus was one 
news story after another 
with the student move-
ment, the Bobby Seale 
(co-founder of the Black 
Panter Party) trial, and all 
that. So, I’d photograph 
stuff and then I’d get on 
my motorcycle and drive 
to New York. I had a loose 
relationship with News-
week and I would give 
them my film, they’d pro-
cess it, and if they liked 
something, they’d buy 
it. And then they started 
giving me assignments.” 
After college, he worked 
for Time Magazine and 
by 25, he was working 
with People magazine, 
beginning a 21-year stint 
during which he shot 
more than 350 assign-
ments.

“The early days were 
incredible,” Little recalled. 
“I couldn’t have been 
a freelance journalist 
now. It almost doesn’t 
exist.”  From covering the 
Watergate hearings for 
Time magazine to serving 
as official photographer 
for the Aga Khan and 
working with William F. 
Buckley Jr. on bestselling 
sailing memoirs, Little’s 
assignments brought him 
into the orbit of world 
leaders, celebrities, and 
everyday heroes. His 
work has been published 

in Life, Time, Newsweek, 
The New York Times, 
Vanity Fair, Esquire, GQ, 
and Architectural Digest, 
to name a few. Little’s 
work also went beyond 
famous faces. Some of 
his favorite assignments 
were stories about “or-
dinary people doing ex-
traordinary things,” such 
as the first million-dollar 
lottery winner whose 
life fell apart under the 
weight of sudden wealth. 
“It was heartbreaking to 
witness,” he said.

The self-designed 
book, laid out in Adobe 
InDesign, gave Little 
the creative freedom he 
craved. “Nobody told me 
what to do,” he said. The 
cover, a playful col-
lage, mirrors the book’s 
non-linear structure and 
personal touch.
Beyond photography, 
Little has led a vibrant 
life. A father and grand-
father, he recently retired 
from serving as an EMT 
in Norfolk, Connecticut, 
after tearing his rotator 
cuff. “It seemed like a 
good time to retire,” he 
said. He spends his time 
now with his wife Betsy 
and takes digital photo-
graphs in the woods with 
his dog, Ruby. 
Reflecting on his mul-
tifaceted career, Little 
shared, “I have no regrets 
and no bitterness. It’s a 
great luxury to look at it 
all from afar.”
With “Shooting the 
Breeze,” Little has 
ensured future gener-
ations can explore the 
remarkable life and work 
of a photojournalist who 
truly captured the world.
To purchase a copy of 
“Shooting the Breeze” 
visit: www.christopherlit-
tle.com

“I have pieces of 
wood that’ll 
sit around for 

years and then sud-
denly, I’m looking at it 
and think, ‘Oh! This is 
what you want to be,’” 
said artist Ani Jenkins 
whose extraordinary 
solo exhibit of wood 
sculptures opened at 
Housatonic Valley High 
School’s Kearcher-Mon-
sell Gallery on December 
13. This show marks a 
new milestone for the 
gallery, featuring its first 
collection of exclusive-
ly three-dimensional 
works. Jenkins, who 
moved to Falls Village 
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, has brought her 
intricate and interactive 
wood sculptures to the 
Northeast, much to the 
delight of students, staff, 
and visitors.

Jenkins grew up in 
Boulder, Colorado, 
surrounded by art, as her 
mother was pursuing her 
MFA during that time. 
Her exploration of wood 
began in the 90’s when 
she had an opportunity 
to take an inlay class. 

“Everything came so 
easily and naturally, it 
was as if I’d been work-
ing with wood my entire 
life,” said Jenkins. She 
continued to work for 
many years adding inlay 
to furniture and musical 
instruments but shared, 
“I was craving more 
three-dimensionality, so 
I started playing around 
with all the little scraps 
and cut-offs and building 
sculptures with those. 
It all just exploded and 
snowballed.” Her prac-
tice eventually evolved 
into creating larger, 
sculptural pieces that are 
infused with deep mys-
tical themes, reflections 
of ancient civilizations 
and visions of times and 
places still yet to be seen. 

 “Wood tells a story,” 
Jenkins explained. “A lot 
of these pieces almost 
build themselves. It’s 
about getting out of the 
way rather than inten-
tionally creating.”

The exhibit at HVRHS, 
titled “Visions,” was cu-
rated by students under 
the guidance of senior 
Elinor Wolgemuth, the 

gallery’s lead intern. As 
part of her role oversee-
ing gallery operations, 
Wolgemuth used the ex-
perience to develop her 
senior capstone project: 
a comprehensive guide 
to help future student in-
terns manage the gallery 
effectively.

“It’s a step-by-step 
guide on how to have 
a show, how to run an 
opening, things like that. 
It’s about creating a team 
that will flow through-
out the years and work 
together,” said Wolge-
muth. Jenkins noted of 
the students’ dedication, 
“They’ve been as profes-
sional as any gallery I’ve 
ever worked with.” 

Art teacher Lilly Bar-
nett, who started at the 
school this fall, empha-
sized the importance 
of showcasing Jenkins’s 
work. “Ani elevates the 
artistry of woodworking, 
breaking traditional gen-
der stereotypes. It’s pow-
erful for our students to 
see.” FFA students have 
also expressed admira-
tion for Jenkins’s crafts-
manship, with many 

inspired by the precision 
and creativity in her 
pieces.

Jenkins and her family 
relocated from the west 
coast to Falls Village in 
2020. Never having been 
to the east coast, the 
artist was delighted to 
find that surrounded by 
Connecticut’s hardwood 
forests, she was newly in-
spired. “I’m much more 
of a small-town person, 
so this is a great place 
to be,” she said. Having 
grown up in Northern 
New Mexico and Col-
orado, her work often 
reflects mystical themes, 
ancient civilizations, 
and the essence of the 
natural world. “There’s 
a lot of femininity in my 
work,” Jenkins shared. 
“I love bringing flowing 
lines into my pieces, con-
trasting with the rigidity 
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Everyone is welcome to our  
Christmas Eve Service  

7 p.m.  
“Lessons and Carols”  

Noelle Griego Healing Sounds

 North Canaan  
Congregational Church, UCC

172 Lower Road, East Canaan, CT - Just off Route 44
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SOME OF THE THINGS  
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GOLFETTA SALAME
FERMIN IBERICO

SPECK
MORTADELLA

PROSCIUTTO DI PARMA
SOPPRESSATA

GUANCIALE
FRENCH JAMS

TAPENADE
ARTICHOKE PASTE
COCKTAIL ONIONS

BALSAMIC VINEGAR
SUN DRIED PEPPERS

CORNICHONS
PEPPERONCINIS

CALABRIAN CHILI PEPPERS
SLICED CHAMPIGNON 

MUSHROOMS
CAPERS IN SEA SALT

TARALLI’S ITALIAN 
PRETZELS

PARMIGIANO REGGIANO
CROSTINIS

MINI TOASTS
CROCCANTINI CRACKERS
FIG AND OLIVE CRACKERS

ANCHOVY PASTE
TUNA IN OLIVE OIL

TOMATO PASTE
DRIED FIGS

MARCONA ALMONDS
DRIED CHERRIES

RASPBERRIES  
IN ARMAGNAC
FRENCH CAKES
MINT TRUFFLES

NOUGAT
DURANTE’S  

HOMEMADE PASTA
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...Cold Spring...Ani Jenkins Continued from Page B1
Continued from previous page

Hudson Valley, Alissa, 
a writer and fashion 
executive, and her hus-
band, Will, a podcaster 
and television producer, 
found the peace they 
were searching for in 
Cold Spring, a semi-rural 
town known for its bou-
tiques, antique shops, 
and world-class hiking 
trails.

While modern Cold 
Spring offers an array 
of unique independent 
retailers as well as spe-
cialty restaurants and 
coffeehouses, it is also 
a destination point for 
nature-lovers and an his-
torical town.

Many of its current 
and decaying sites 
have been documented 
in “Cold Spring, NY”, 
coauthored and co-pho-
tographed by both Alissa 
and Will. It served as 
the home of the West 
Point Foundry – now 
enshrined as the West 
Point Foundry Pre-
serve – which produced 
artillery for the U.S. 
government starting in 
1818, and it also became 
known for its Parrott 
rifles during the Civil 
War. The town was once 
visited by Abraham 
Lincoln back in 1862. In 
1970, as part of an effort 
to raise environmental 
awareness through the 
Clearwater Organiza-
tion, Pete Seeger’s boat, 
the Clearwater, was 
once docked at Cold 
Spring during a music 
festival at which Seeger 
performed. Cold Spring 
remains actively com-
mitted to preserving its 
small-town character, its 
waters and historic sites. 

The Putnam History 
Museum is also located 
in Cold Spring.

“We never intended 
for it to be a book,” the 
couple explained of the 
process that came about 
very organically. “At first, 
it was just photographs 
that we framed, then 
photographs that be-
came photo albums, and 
eventually we decided 
to print it into a coffee 
table book.”

Their collaboration 
proved to be a very pos-
itive one which brought 
them closer. “We loved 
working on this together 
and hope that we are 
able to do more as a 
duo,” Alissa said, noting 
that future shared proj-
ects along the same lines 
as “Cold Spring, NY” are 
already being explored 
by the couple. 

“Cold Spring, NY”, 
which contains over 
one hundred pages of 
vivid black-and-white 
photography, highlights 
the town’s very active 
Main Street as well as its 
Hudson riverfront, local 
mountainous terrain, 
nearby woodland won-
ders, and sites of anti-
quated interest. 

“There is much beauty 
in the town that no mat-
ter where we were, there 
was a photo to take.”

While the Malnatis 

captured as many histor-
ical and modern sites 
as possible for the book, 
there was an omission 
of a more recent occur-
rence. “There was one 
photo we didn’t take 
that haunts us to this 
day,” Alissa recounted. 
“There was a massive 
rainstorm in the sum-
mer of 2023 and the 
streets of Cold Spring 
were flooded. The stairs 
that take you under-
neath the railroad from 
Main St. were alsocom-
pletely submerged in 
about ten feet of water 
that had accumulat-
ed below. It was like a 
scene from a movie, and, 
unfortunately, we were 
in such shock that we 
didn’t think to grab the 
photo.”

Among the photo-
graphs they were able 
to capture, Will Mal-
nati’s preference is for 
the Bannerman Castle 
snaps on pages 23-24. 
Said Will, “The Banner-
man Castle shots are 
a favorite – how much 
history it has and how 
beautiful it is up close. 
People don’t travel there 
very often or at all, so 
it was special to see it 

from the base of it. I also 
love the human portraits 
– so much character and 
love in each of them.” 
Alissa is most enthusi-
astic about the photo on 
page 31 titled “Optical 
Illusion”, saying, “You 
can flip the photo upside 
down and it would look 
the same, unless you are 
present with the photo 
and notice a small ripple 
in the water.“  
The Cold Spring experi-
ence proved so refresh-
ing for the Malnatis that 
while they eventually 
had to return to Brook-
lyn, they felt very strong-
ly about leaving a part-
ing gift for their adopted 
community in the form 
of the book. They’re also 
hoping they can eventu-
ally return to the com-
munity again someday 
on a more permanent 
basis.  And while some 
Cold Spring residents 
prefer for the town to 
remain a hidden gem of 
the Hudson Valley, the 
Malnatis have a differ-
ent take. Said Alissa, 
“Cold Spring is a special 
town and like anything 
special, it’s difficult for 
it to remain a secret for 
too long.”
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of traditional woodwork-
ing.”

Jenkins’s fascination 
with “containment” is ev-
ident in her work, which 
often features hidden 
drawers, compartments, 
and interactive elements 
designed to engage view-
ers. The intricate wood-
en creations invite touch 
and exploration, offering 
a magical, hands-on 
experience. Even better, 
all the pieces are avail-
able for purchase, with 
proceeds supporting the 
school’s art department.

Ani Jenkins’s intricate 
and interactive sculp-
tures have brought a 
unique and inspiring 
artistic experience to 

Housatonic Valley High 
School’s Kearcher-Mon-
sell Gallery. “I’d like to 
be an artist after high 
school,” said Wolgemuth. 
“I’m not sure if I want 
to do curatorial or more 
freelance work with my 
own art, but finding that 
balance is important to 
me.” 

“I want to build fully 
moving pieces—big 
totems where people can 
arrange all the different 
pieces,” said Jenkins, 
hinting at future proj-
ects.

The exhibit will be on 
view through  January 
10, 2025. To make an 
appointment, call (860) 
824-5123

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Ani Jenkins

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Miller beer variety
 4. Member of people 

inhabiting Bering Sea 
islands

 9. Stomach
 14. Investment vehicle
 15. Fictional soccer coach 

Ted
 16. Irregular in botanical 

parlance
 17. Cease standing
 18. “American Horror 

Story” actress
 20. Grow milk teeth
 22. Plant parts
 23. Snow house
 24. Most contemptuous
 28. Note to repay
 29. Old English
 30. Wings
 31. Financial institutions
 33. Parks and Lopez are 

two
 37. Mr. T’s “� e A-Team” 

character
 38. Relative biological 

e� ectiveness (abbr.)
 39. Give o�  
 41. Semitic alphabet letter
 42. Farm state
 43. Actress Sarandon
 44. Back parts
 46. Zoroastrian concept of 

holy � re
 49. Touchdown
 50. One point north of 

due east
 51. Refurbishes
 55. Silver and Dogg are 

two
 58. Former Tigers catcher 

Alex
 59. Type of envelope
 60. Seriously considered
 64. Unhappy
 65. Past (archaic)
 66. Asian wild dog
 67. Old English letter
 68. Young domestic sheep
 69. Football players need 

to gain them
 70. Witness

CLUES DOWN
 1. Dormant Peruvian 

volcano
 2. Norwegian composer
 3. Indicates location
 4. Pubs
 5. Unable to walk easily
 6. Electronic warfare-

support measures

 7. World leader
 8. Midsection
 9. Jewish calendar month
 10. Urological condition
 11. A small quantity of 

anything
 12. Mountain Time
 13. A�  rmative
 19. Word element meaning 

ear
 21. Carried away
 24. Short-billed rails
 25. Newborn child
 26. Sword
 27. Groups of people
 31. Prickly, scrambling 

shrubs
 32. Become less intense
 34. Polishes
 35. Indicates position
 36. Songs sung to one’s 

beloved
 40. � e 12th letter of the 

Greek alphabet
 41. Insects
 45. Israeli politician

Dec. 12 Solution

Dec. 12 Solution

Sudoku

 47. Pre-digital
 48. Roaming
 52. Ambience
 53. Brew
 54. Late
 56. Make ecstatically 

happy
 57. Semitic alphabet letter
 59. Blend
 60. Dash
 61. Self
 62. Exclamation of 

satisfaction
 63. Hill or rocky peak

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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 DECEMBER 19
A Christmas Carol

Sharon Playhouse, 49 Amenia 
Rd., Sharon, Conn.

The Sharon Playhouse 
is thrilled to present its 
fourth annual Holiday 
YouthStage production: 
an inventive twist on 
"A Christmas Carol," 
adapted by Doris Baizley 
and co-directed by 
Andrus Nichols and Drew 
Ledbetter. This one-hour 
production brings the 
magic of Dickens’ classic 
to life in an engaging, 
family-friendly format. " 
A Christmas Carol"  
runs in The Bok at the 
Sharon Playhouse on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 
through Sunday, Dec. 22, 
with evening and matinee 
showtimes. Tickets range 
from $20 to $35.

 DECEMBER 20
Concert with Guitarist 

Stephen Bennett
Sharon United Methodist 
Church, 112 Upper Main St., 
Sharon, Conn.

There will be a concert 
with guitarist Stephen 
Bennett at Sharon United 
Methodist Church on 
Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.

Benefit of Fishes & 
Loaves, the food pantry in 
Canaan.

There’s a suggested 
donation of $20, kids 
under 12 get in free.

 DECEMBER 22
Pancake Breakfast

Pine Plains Firehouse, Pine 
Plains, N.Y.

The Pine Plains firehouse 
is having a pancake 
breakfast from 8 to 11 

a.m. on Dec. 22. We are 
also having a special 
visitor at the breakfast. It’s 
Mr. Santa Claus himself 
so instead of cooking 
breakfast come on down 
to the Pine Plains by our 
house have breakfast and 
meet Santa.

 DECEMBER 24
Christmas Services at 

Church of St. John in 
the Wilderness, Copake 
Falls
Church of St. John in the 
Wilderness, Copake Falls, N.Y.

There will be a Christmas 
Eve Service at the 
Church of St. John in the 
Wilderness on Tuesday, 
Dec. 24. The Candlelight 
Service and Carols begin 
at 7 p.m. and the Service 
at 7:30 p.m.

 ONGOING
Ani Jenkins: Visions

Kearcher-Monsell Gallery, 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, 246 Warren 
Turnpike Road, Falls Village, 
Conn.

Artist Ani Jenkins 
will display her wood 
sculptures in a solo 
exhibition in the 
Kearcher-Monsell Gallery 
at HVRHS. The show will 
be up through January 
7. Ani Jenkins uses a 
variety of wood types to 
create whimsical stories 
with interactive features. 
This is the gallery’s 
first exhibition with 
exclusively 3-dimensional 
pieces. The event is free 
and open to the public. 
For more information, 
visit anijenkins.com, 
@hvrhsgallery on 
Instagram, or reach out to 
student Ellie Wolgemuth: 
ewolgemuth@hvrhs.org.

"Inside for the Winter"
Kenise Barnes Fine Art, 7 
Fulling Lane, Kent, Conn.

"Inside for the Winter" 
- Paintings by Amanda 
Acker, Sally Maca, and 
Melanie Parke will be on 
view from Dec. 7 through 
Jan. 26, 2025.

Art Show
Douglas Library, 108 Main 
St., North Canaan, Conn. 
douglaslibrarycanaan.org

The Douglas Library of 
Canaan is featuring a 
retrospective of artwork 
by the late Mary Monnier. 
The show runs from 
Nov. 6 through Jan. 15. 
Monnier was a local 
artist, with family roots 
dating back generations. 
Her artwork reflects her 
love of people, of nature, 
and the beauty of the 
Northwest Corner.

Art Show
Cornwall Library, 30 Pine St., 
Cornwall, Conn. cornwalllibrary.
org

The next art show at 
The Cornwall Library. 
"Illustrating the 
Chronicle, Sketching 
Cornwall's Stories Over 
the Years," runs from Nov. 
2 through Dec. 28. With 
this show, the library 
celebrates the Cornwall 
Chronicle, arguably the 
monthly infusion of local 
news, humor, and event 
listings that binds the 
community together. 

Old School: Visions of 
Local History and 
Personal Pasts
Sharon Historical Society and 
Museum, 18 Main St., Sharon, 
Conn.

Visit the Sharon 
Historical Society 
and Museum to see 
an exhibition by The 
Beard Collective (Theo 
Coulombe & Katro 
Storm), which explores 
how personal and local 
histories blend into a 
creative dialogue. 

Holley Knife Exhibit
Academy Building, 24 Main St. 
Salisbury, Conn.

The Holley Manufacturing 
Company, located 
on Holley Street in 

Lakeville, was one of 
the early producers 
of pocketknives in 
the country at a time 
when everyone needed 
and carried one. A 
display featuring the 
craftsmanship of the 
company, hosted the 
Salisbury Association’s 
Historical Society, is now 
on view.

Flow Yoga with Caroline 
Robins @ NECC
NECC, 51 S. Center St., 
Millerton, N.Y.

Free and open to every 
body; gentle movement 
with modifications 
offered. Thursdays 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m.

Bridge Class
Cornwall Library, 30 Pine St., 
Cornwall, Conn. cornwalllibrary.
org

Bridge is back with Gary 
Steinkohl: An ongoing 
series every Thursday 
through December from 
3 p.m. until 5 p.m. at the 
Cornwall Library. If you 
know basic bidding and 
play and want to improve 
your game these classes 
are for you. The fee is $10 
per class, payable to the 
instructor.

For questions and to 
register contact Gary at 
garysteinkohl@gmail.
com.

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Pertaining to the Moon

2. Airplane captain

4. Yuletide red berries

5. Santa’s seasonal spirit

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Simple skateboard jump

D           E           P            T           H

S            H           O           V          E

C           H            I            E           F

C           H           E           E            K

C           H           E           E            R

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Music in the air
Toes tapped to lively Celtic/Irish tunes as an enthusiastic audience 
gathered at the Amenia Town Hall on Sunday, Dec. 15, for a Celtic 
Christmas Concert. Music was provided by the Upstate Celtic 
Allstars, including Joseph Sobol of Amenia, joined by David Paton, 
son of Sandy and Caroline Paton of Sharon. The free event, complete 
with seasonal refreshments, was a musical gift from the Town of 
Amenia to the entire community.



By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — On a 
bitterly cold evening, Satur-
day, Dec. 14, the Center on 
Main was the place to be.

The Falls Village Holiday 
Extravaganza, hosted by the 
Recreation Commission, the 
David M. Hunt Library and 
the Center on Main, had 
music, poetry, caroling, the 
lighting of the town’s tree on 
the Green, and a visit from 
Santa Claus, who arrived 
in a Falls Village Volunteer 
Fire Department fire truck 
decked out in lights.

Permeating the entire 
affair was the smell of hot 
chocolate and popcorn.

Rock group Midnight 
Buzz kicked off the festivities. 
The band featured Lev Sadeh 

Holiday music and merriment
on drums and vocals, Ezra 
Wolfe on vocals and guitar, 
Dutch Dekker on bass, Brook 
Martinez on guitar and pia-
no, and Rachel Gall on violin 
for the last number.

Martinez noted it was 
Dutch’s debut on the electric 
bass guitar. 

The group charged 
through “Jingle Bell Rock,” 
“Old Time Rock ‘n’ Roll” and 
“Just What I Needed.”

Ann Bidou read what she 
called “two rather silly little 
poems” to general acclaim, 
and Ruby Cameron delivered 
an a capella rendition of “Si-
lent Night.”

Pachelbel’s “Canon in D 
Major” was next, with Lara 
Mittaud on piano and Gall 
on violin.

Dana Dominick read e 
e cummings’ “Little Tree,” 
and John Holland was an-
nounced as the winner of 
the Hunt Library raffle prize 
of a three-string cigar box 
guitar made by David Reed 
of Sheffield.

The show wrapped with 
the Berkshire Resilience 
Brass Band. Everyone then 
trooped out into the cold to 
the Green for more singing, 
the lighting of the tree, and 
Santa’s dramatic arrival.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Carolers fill Falls Village with cheer at the Holiday Extravaganza Dec. 14.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — Bird ex-
pert George E. Wallace said 
Connecticut’s bird popula-
tion faces distinct challeng-
es despite the overall growth 
in total forested area in the 
state. Wallace, recently re-
tired from the American 
Bird Conservancy, spoke 
at the Scoville Memorial 
Library Thursday, Dec. 12 
(sponsored by the Salisbury 

Scoville Library talk 
outlines mixed bag for 
America’s birds

Association Land Trust).
Wallace gave some back-

ground, and without delving 
too deeply into the rise and 
fall of the iron industry in 
Salisbury and the North-
west Corner, noted that by 
the 1920s, when the industry 
ceased operations, most of 
the local forest was cut down 
for the charcoal needed for 
iron production. Wallace de-
scribed this as “catastrophic 
deforestation.”

That means that the cur-
rent forest, while extensive, 
grew back more or less all at 
once.

And the “new” forest has 
vulnerabilities, including in-
vasive species, overbrowsing 
by deer, insects like the em-
erald ash borer and spongy 
moth, and diseases such 
as Dutch elm disease and 
American chestnut blight.

All of these elements 
combine into a very mixed 
bag of results for birds.

North America lost about 
3 billion birds between 1970 
and 2019, Wallace continued.

Specifically, 720 million 
(or three out of four) grass-
land birds, 500 million (nine 
out of 10) boreal forest birds, 
2.5 million (two out of five) 
migratory birds, and 160 mil-
lion (two out of five) aerial 
insectivores.

On the plus side, Wallace 
said raptors are doing well in 
North America, with some 
15 million added, largely due 
to regulation of pesticide use 
and hunting.

There are 14 million 
more woodpeckers around 
than before, and 35 million 
waterfowl. Wallace pointed 
to hunting regulation and 
the activities of conserva-
tion groups such as Ducks 
Unlimited for the waterfowl 
increase.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — Christ-
mas shoppers crowded into 
the White Hart Saturday, 
Dec. 14, for the second of two 
sales events from Salisbury 
Handmade. 

Charlie and Margie Vail 
completed their shopping 
lists with a certain air of 
satisfaction. The last items 
checked off were key fobs 
(for the grandchildren) from 
Allison Piracci of Solulu 
Handmade of Niskayuna, 
New York.

Piracci’s main stock in 
trade are handbags and other 
items made from authentic 
Harris tweed.

She said the Harris tweed 
authorities guard their trade-
mark carefully, and only after 
jumping through a number 
of hoops do the authorities 
send her the authentic Har-

Artisans sell handmade 
goods for Christmas 

ris tweed labels, with the dis-
tinctive orb. The labels must 
be sewn on any item that uses 
Harris tweed.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Allison Piracci offered Harris tweed items for sale.
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Our Towns

Serving NE Dutchess County, NW Litchfield County, 
Columbia County, and Berkshire Countyberkshiretaconic.org/simplify

berkshiretaconic.org

Together, we can make life 
here even better. 

Nonprofit Grants | Scholarships
Charitable Giving

77 - 99 South Canaan Rd. | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

At Geer Village, our rates are all inclusive and affordable. 
Call 860.824.2625 to schedule your in-person or virtual tour. 

Think Ahead: The best plans are 
made before they’re needed.
Don’t struggle with aging at home and the isolation and 
challenges it can bring. Life at Geer Village means less 
stress on you and your family and more chances to live 
life with renewed energy and purpose! 

Benefits of planning:
•	 Make an informed and confident decision—

you are ready when the time comes.
• Avoid the stressful search for care when an 

emergency arises.  
• You have the peace of mind knowing there’s 

a secure plan in place.

At Geer Village, we believe in supporting seniors throughout 
all stages of life. Contact us today to talk about all that we 
have to offer.

Scan to 
learn more

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate

Email your  
classified ad to  

classified@ 
lakevillejournal.com.

To view all the news and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 

News each week, go to our websites at 
lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.com

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …

Your Independent, 

Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com

THE MILLERTON NEWS
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HELP WANTED

C A R P E N T E R ’ S  H E L P -
ER:needed for local reno-
vation/new construction 
business specializing in all 
phases of construction. Full-
time. Pay to commensurate 
with experience. Must be 
dependable with reliable 
transportation. Good ref-
erences a must. Call 860-
309-5290.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

PA R T - T I M E  B O O K -
KEEPER: needed in 
Sharon. 407-620-7777. SERVICES 

OFFERED
HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 

House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement

REAL ESTATE
:with respect to the sale or 

rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

1 B/1B HOME: overlooking 
26 acre lake. Very private 
and fully furnished. $2500 
includes water, mowing, 
plowing. 860-309-4482.

MILLERTON, NEWLY REN-
OVATED:small country 
house, 2 bedrooms, quiet, 
country views, dishwasher, 
laundry. No Pets. Utilities not 
included. $2750 per month. 
518-567-8277.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

MAY ALL WHO SEE AND READ THIS WEEK’S AD BE SAFE AND HAPPY THROUGH  
THE HOLIDAYS, AND ON INTO 2025. KEEP AN EYE ON BOTH OUR WEEKLY  

AND MONTHLY ADS FOR NEW PROPERTIES THAT WE WILL HAVE.

10 acres, remote, with power, well off the highway, 
stunning views, mountain stream with possible pond 
area. Extremely private. AGENT OWNED.  OFFERED 
AT $550,000.   

5.9 acres, comprised of 2 tax lots set along both a 
wonderful brook, and the Rail Trail, view, a quick, 
walk-to-village convenience. Ideal for a single home or 
compound. OFFERED AT $425,000.

A WONDERFUL HILLSIDE LOT UNIQUE CENTER OF SALISBURY VILLAGE
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B6 B6 

CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Waste Management

Tree Service

TV Service

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

West Cornwall, CT
860-790-0671

cmcarting@gmail.com
www.cmcartingsolutions.com

JUNK REMOVAL  
DUMPSTER RENTAL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.
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