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By Sava Marinkovic

CORNWALL — Donald Polk, 
an eighth grader at Cornwall 
Consolidated School, had only 
been playing alto saxophone for 
two years when he performed the 
notoriously challenging “Flight of 
the Bumblebee” at his school’s Win-
ter Holiday Concert. His mother, 
Tamara Polk, posted a recording 
of the performance to TikTok, not 
expecting that Donald’s audience 
would quickly come to outsize that 
of a school auditorium.

When The Lakeville Journal in-
terviewed Polk Saturday, Dec. 21, 
the young musician’s scorching 
saxophone solo had accrued more 
than 1.7 million views, 360,000 
likes, and 2,500 comments. 

Cornwall saxophone 
sensation goes viral

PHOTO BY TAMARA POLK

Donald Polk, right, performed “Flight of the Bumblebee” at 
Cornwall Consolidated School’s winter concert. A video posted 
online by his mother has garnered millions of views.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

A year to remember
In 2024 the Northwest Corner experienced many 
highs and lows that helped strengthen the bonds of the 
community. From a volunteer effort to rescue a dog 
stuck deep in a quarry, to a summer baseball cham-
pionship for the Housy Juniors (pictured above), to 
young aviators taking flight above the rolling hills of 
the southern Berkshires. In this issue of The Lakeville 
Journal, reflect on the past 12 months with annual 
recaps for Our Towns on Pages A3 and A4 and Sports 
on Page B5.

Developers withdraw special 
permit application to expand  
Lakeville’s Wake Robin Inn

Busy start for North 
Canaan’s health center 
in opening year

By Debra A. Aleksinas

NORTH CANAAN — Since 
opening last summer, the new 
federally qualified health center 
serving the Northwest Corner has 
treated more than 1,000 patients 
seeking help for medical and men-
tal health issues.

“It’s been going great,” Joanne 
Borduas, CEO of Communi-
ty Health & Wellness Center’s 
(CHWC) regional North Canaan 
facility, reported during a mid-De-
cember interview.

 “We have seen 800 patients for 
medical and mental health ser-
vices, and 426 kids through our 
school-based clinics. We are seeing 
what we anticipated, and probably 
then some.”

Strong demand prompted the 
hiring of several additional provid-
ers at the new health center, which 
is expected to be at full staffing 
level in early 2025 and will help 
broaden the facility’s capacity for 

scheduling.
A full-time family nurse prac-

titioner is expected to start in 
mid-January, and CHWC has 
tapped Sarah Humphreys to take 
on the role of Chief Medical Of-
ficer, whose area of expertise in-
cludes infectious diseases.

Humphreys is expected to join 
the North Canaan health center in 
early March.

 “We’re very excited to have her 
and to bring that specialty to the 
area. She grew up in the Salisbury 
area and left to practice medicine 
in New York, and is now coming 
home,” said Borduas.

The newest hires will bring 
staffing to 15 at the North Ca-
naan health center, which was 
two decades in the making and 
was unveiled with a ceremonial 
ribbon-cutting attended by elected 
officials and key funders on May 
10. The next day, CHWC hosted 
an open house to introduce the 
two-story, 7,300-square-foot re-
gional center to the public. By the 
end of June, practitioners were 
seeing patients.

Rising from the ashes 

Cornwall approves plan to rebuild 
burned down lumber yard

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — Nearly 10 years 
after the lumber yard burned down 
in Cornwall Bridge, Northeast 
Building Supply has received ap-
proval to rebuild.

Jan Cohen, owner of NBS, and 
Rob Hiltbrand of R.R. Hiltbrand 
Engineer & Surveying presented 
building plans to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission Dec. 10.

“The fire almost put us out of 
business,” said Cohen, noting he 

RENDERING FROM R.R. HILTBRAND ENGINEERING & SURVEYING

A concept design for the approved new construction of North-
east Building Supply’s facility in Cornwall Bridge, the site of the 
lumber yard that burned down in January 2015.

By Alec Linden

LAKEVILLE — Aradev LLC 
has withdrawn its application to 
the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion for a special permit to rede-
velop the Wake Robin Inn.

In a letter submitted to P&Z 
Chair Michael Klemens on the af-
ternoon of Tuesday, Dec. 17, law 
outfit Mackey, Butts & Whalen LLP 
announced its client’s withdrawal. 
The decision comes after a several 
month application process in which 
Lakeville residents  — particularly 

neighbors of the Inn on Wells Hill 
Rd. — aired their grievances with 
the project over a public hearing 
that spanned six separate evenings.

The public cited concerns re-
garding environmental impacts, 
sewer capacity, increased traffic, 
noise pollution, and general incon-
gruity with the village’s character 
as reasons to halt the proposed 
expansion.

“It feels like we’re trying to fit 
a square peg in a round hole,” 
said Sharon Road resident John 
Franchini at the Tuesday, Dec. 10 

session of the public hearing.
The public hearing was final-

ly closed at the Dec. 10 meeting, 
after which P&Z began their de-
liberation process on the evening 
of Dec. 12. 

Klemens surveyed each mem-
ber of the commission whether 
they would accept or deny the ap-
plication at a vote that was sched-
uled for Wednesday, Dec 18. Four 
of the five members present said 
that would likely deny the appli-
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“I love the police blotter and hearing 
about all the events happening in our 
community, and letters to the editor.”

CAROL KALIKOW

“I read The Lakeville Journal because it 
keeps me informed about what’s going 

on in our community. It does so without 
a point of view, one way or another.”

MARY TAYLOR

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it’s 
authentic and community oriented.”

KRISTY FOSS

“I’ve lived here for 50 years and I’ve seen 
many iterations of the paper and thank 
God for its survival.   Every town needs 
a paper.  The Journal is covering local 
issues that I would never necessarily 

know about and they are covering them in 
depth.  It’s a critically important form of 
community knowledge but also creating 

a community and helping it to thrive.”
BARBARA MALTBY

“I like the editorial 
page.  I’m thrilled 

with Natalia 
Zuckerman’s 
new events 

newsletter.  She’s 
really opening 

our eyes to what’s 
happening all 
over our area.”

BOBBIE OLSEN

“I love The Lakeville Journal 
for telling me what is going 
on in my community, giving 

me very factual news and also 
news about cultural events.”

MIKE ABRAM

“I like The Millerton News as a 
way to � nd out local news and 
they publish pictures of my 
children. There’s so much that 
people can do in our community 
but only if they have a local news source.”
MEGAN MUSGROVE

“I love the 
fact the 
paper is 
covering 
Amenia 
and you are 
well on your way 
to being a great 
newspaper.”
CHRIS KENNAN

“I love The Lakeville Journal 
because it tells you all the news 
that no one else will tell you.”
HELEN ROSS

LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury

Planning & Zoning 
Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that the following action 
was taken by the Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
of the Town of Salisbury, 
Connecticut on December 
17, 2024:

To adopt by resolution 
“Sustainable Salisbury - 2024 
Town Plan of Conservation 
and Development” dated 
December 16, 2024 effective 
December 27, 2024. A copy 
of the Plan is available on 
the Town website at www.

salisburyct.us/planning-
z o n i n g - c o m m i s s i o n /
plan-of-conservation-and-
development/

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal these decisions 
to the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §8-8. This 
notice of decision was also 
published in the December 
23, 2024 edition of the 
Republican American.

 Town of Salisbury
 Planning &

Zoning Commission
Martin Whalen, Secretary

01-02-25
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POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — As part 
of a $20 million state initia-
tive to support remediation 
and redevelopment of blight-
ed properties, Cornwall was 
awarded $200,000 for assess-
ment of the 12-acre parcel at 
282 Kent Rd..

Cornwall’s Board of Se-
lectmen discussed the an-
nouncement at its Dec. 17 
meeting. First Selectman 
Gordon Ridgway explained 
the funds will be delivered to 
the Northwest Hills Council 
of Governments to assess of 
the property. 

Gov. Ned Lamont (D) ap-
proved the funds in Decem-
ber. Money will be released 
through the Connecticut De-
partment of Economic and 
Community Development’s 
Brownfield Remediation and 
Development Program. 

The testing will check for 
contamination issues and 
determine feasibility for re-
development for affordable 
housing.

The vacant property at 
282 Kent Rd. was sold by 
the Town of Cornwall in a 
tax lien auction in October 
2023. It was bought by David 
Berto on behalf of the Corn-
wall Housing Corporation.

Ginni Block, president of 
the Cornwall Housing Cor-
poration, said that the CHC 
has an option to purchase the 
property from Berto, who is 
a grant writer for affordable 
housing opportunities in the 
region. If the environmental 
assessment verifies feasibili-
ty, CHC intends to work with 
Litchfield County Center for 

Cornwall receives state funds 
to assess lot for potential housing

Housing Opportunities to 
develop the lot.

On Feb. 22, CHC plans to 
hold a site walk at 282 Kent 
Rd., which will be followed 
by a group discussion at 
Cornwall Library.

Composting
Cornwall has applied with 

the state for permits to begin 
a composting program at the 
Transfer Station.  

The application package 
was submitted Dec. 18 along 
with 25 letters of support, in-
cluding one from State Rep. 
Maria Horn (D-64).

Per state regulations, leaf 
composting is a necessary 
precursor to food scrap 
composting. Once the leaf 
program is established at the 
Cornwall Transfer Station, 
food scraps can begin to be 
mixed in. This requirement 
has delayed the start of Corn-
wall’s composting program, 
which was conceptualized 
more than a year ago.

Once the program is up 
and running, Ridgway said 
the town hopes to divert 100 
tons of food scraps out of the 
waste stream annually.

By Alec Linden

SALISBURY — The Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion voted Dec. 17 to adopt 
its new 10-year Plan of Con-
servation and Development.  

The document went into 
effect on Dec. 27, on schedule 
to receive discretionary state 
funding. 

“We are just squeaking 
by,” Michael Klemens said 
at the Dec. 17 meeting, ex-
plaining that the schedule 
has been kept tight to ensure 
the document gets adopted 
by the funding deadline. 

The POCD is a state-man-
dated document that func-
tions as an “an advisory 
framework to address long-
term community needs 
consistent with the Growth 
Management Principles of 
the State of Connecticut’s 
Conservation and Develop-

New POCD passes in Salisbury
ment Plan,” as per the Salis-
bury town website. 

The vote comes after a 
months-long deliberation 
and editing process which 
included a public engage-
ment meeting in Septem-
ber, review by both the 
Board of Selectmen and the 
Northwest Hills Council of 
Governments, and a public 
hearing on Dec. 16. 

While the Sept. 30 pub-
lic engagement meeting 
brought a large turnout, 
many of whom were con-
cerned by what they per-
ceived as overreliance on 
certain studies and over-
ly-directive language in 
the document, the public 
hearing in mid-December 
yielded comparatively few 
participating residents. 

At one point in the meet-
ing, Land Use Administra-
tor Abby Conroy noted that 

there were only 14 people in 
attendance, which are scant 
numbers for a commission 
that has become accus-
tomed to several-hour-long 
hearings with more than 70 
audience members in recent 
months. 

Klemens and Conroy pre-
sented the marked-up doc-
ument during the hearing, 
which showed edits derived 
from public commentary 
at the September meeting 
and feedback from the BOS. 
Contributions from residents 
were few, with only several 
comments added to the re-
cord over the 1.5-hour ses-
sion. 

Notable issues discussed 
due to the public comments 
included the lack of sewer 
access around the entire pe-
rimeter of Lake Wononsco-
pomuc and multimodal use 
of the rail trail, which would 

consider allowing both pe-
destrian and vehicle traffic 
on parts of the pathway. 

Klemens reasserted, as 
he had in previous meetings 
regarding the POCD, that 
the strategies outlined in 
the POCD are exploratory, 
meant to allow for future dis-
cussion and consideration. 
“It doesn’t mean we have to 
do it,” he said of the docu-
ment. 

The Dec. 17 meeting, 
which lasted less than a half 
hour compared to recent 
meetings that have run for 
nearly five hours, had a mild-
ly celebratory atmosphere 
fitting with the holiday sea-
son. “It’s really a product I 
believe we, as a Planning 
and Zoning Commission, 
can be quite proud of,” said 
Klemens, before the commis-
sion gleefully adjourned just 
before 5:30 p.m. 

By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — 
Landowner Bruce McEver 
and the team working to de-
velop a subdivision along the 
Housatonic River withdrew 
its previous 33-lot loop road 
design and reapplied with a 
20-lot cul-de-sac proposal 
Dec. 9.

The Planning and Zon-
ing Commission heard from 
Allied Engineering’s George 
Johanssen at its regular meet-
ing later that evening. 

The newly filed applica-
tion is actually one that was 
already the subject of sev-
eral public hearings earlier 
in 2024. It was withdrawn 
once before due to existing 
limitations on the length and 
lot-maximum of dead-end 
streets in North Canaan.

After numerous hearings 
on potential changes to the 
dead-end regulations, and 
the resignation of the pre-
vious P&Z chairman, the 

River Woods developers resubmit 20-lot design
original 20-lot design with 
a 3,750-foot cul-de-sac is 
now in line with zoning regs. 

Johannesen explained 
there will be an emergency 
access road for first respond-
ers to reach the rear of the 
cul-de-sac in the event of a 
road blockage. The emergen-
cy road will be maintained 
by the homeowner’s associ-
ation.

A conservation easement 
will be in place extending 
300 feet from the river’s 
edge. Johanssen said he ex-
pects Northwest CT Land 
Conservancy to receive the 
easement.

Johannesen said, due to 
the previous proceedings on 
this project, a public hearing 
was “not required by state 
statute.”

Johannesen requested 
that the town waive fees for 
the newly filed application.

“We’ve submitted more 
than $10,000 in application 
fees already,” Johannesen 
said.

Commissioner Mike 
O’Connor made a motion to 
waive the fee and forego the 
public hearing. The motion 
passed unanimously.

Vice Chair Peter Brown 
said since the application was 
filed earlier that day, P&Z 
was unprepared to decide 
on the application itself.

“I think we want to have a 
month to look at this,” Brown 
said, adding that it will be 
discussed at the next meet-
ing Jan. 13.

During public comment, 
Neil Marcus, attorney rep-
resenting Housatonic Valley 
Association, said a notice of 
intervention will be filed for 
the 20-lot application. He 
urged P&Z to hold a public 
hearing on the newly submit-

ted application.
“If this application is 

similar to the prior applica-
tions, both of them, then they 
didn’t address a number of 
issues that were raised by the 
state DEEP and the state his-
torian as well,” Marcus said. 
“You’re obviously fast-track-
ing this, but you have 65 days 
to determine if you’re going 
to have a public hearing and 
to do it in less than 65 min-
utes is a little unusual.”

New P&Z officers
Following the resignation 

of Chairman Tim Abbott in 
November, P&Z voted in 
new officers at the Dec. 9 
meeting.

Mike O’Connor was elect-
ed to be the new chairman.

Dalton Jacquier was elect-
ed to be the new vice chair-
man.

Cooper Brown was elect-
ed to be the new secretary. 

The following information 
was provided by the Con-
necticut State Police at Troop 
B. All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Failure to yeld right of 
way

On Thursday, Dec. 19, at 
approximately 10 a.m., Ja-
mie Armstrong, 19, of Falls 
Village, was westbound on 
Brinton Hill Road in a 2024 
Subaru Crosstrek, approach-
ing the intersection of Salm-
on Kill Road. Jason Sonner, 
54, of New York City, was 
making a left turn onto Brin-
ton Hill Road in a 2022 Ford 
and collided with the Subaru. 
There were no injuries and 
both vehicles were towed 
from the scene. Sonner was 
issued a written warning for 
failure to yield right of way. 

Hit by snow plow
On Friday, Dec. 20 at 

approximately 6:30 p.m., 
Campbell Lynch, 21, of Falls 
Village, Mass., was making a 
left turn from Route 44 onto 
Route 7 north in North Ca-
naan in a 2007 Toyota Rav 4. 
While waiting for traffic to 
pass, the Toyota was struck 
from behind by a 2016 Ford 
F-250 with attached plow 
driven by Shawn Duntz, 38, 
of Canaan. No injuries were 
reported. Duntz was issued 

an infraction for failure to 
drive a reasonable distance 
apart. 

Leaving the scene after 
sideswiping plow

On Tuesday, Dec. 24, at 
approximately 12:30 p.m., 
John Cables, 45, of East Ca-
naan, was traveling west on 
Route 44 in Salisbury near 
Belgo Road in a 2015 Ford 
F-350 and was attempt-
ing to turn left into a resi-
dence when the truck was 
sideswiped by a 2016 Jeep 
Cherokee driven by Louise 
Black, 82, of Millerton, who 
was passing in a No Passing 
Zone. A plow on the Ford 
sustained functional dam-
age. Cables stated that the 
Jeep left the scene. Troop-
ers, aided by New York State 
Police, located the Jeep at a 
residence in New York. The 
Jeep sustained damage to its 
bumper and its tire was com-
ing off the wheel. Black re-
ceived a summons for leaving 
the scene of an accident and 
for operating an unregistered 
vehicle. 

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal.com.

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal



By Christine Bates

The regional real estate 
market returned to equilibri-
um in 2024 with fewer sellers 
and patient buyers. 

Multiple offers on listed 
properties were infrequent 
and discounts from listing 
price were small. Buyers 
looking for move-in ready 
HGTV-perfect remained 
the norm with little interest 
in updating, not to mention 
renovating. Younger profes-
sional purchasers both from 
Brooklyn and California con-
tinue to find the Litchfield 
Hills attractive.

The performance of the 
real estate markets in 2024 
in Connecticut’s Northwest 
Corner showed slight de-
clines in median prices in five 
of our eight towns compared 
to 2023. The highest medi-
an price was in Cornwall at 
$1,115,000 and the lowest in 
North Canaan at $255,900. 
The number of closed resi-
dential sales was also down 
in five out of eight towns with 
Goshen — the most active 
market — edging out Salis-
bury with 48 sales during the 
last 12 months.  At the same 
time price per square foot in-
creased in most towns except 
for Sharon which decreased 
by 17% to $279 and Canaan, 
down 18% to $378 per square 
foot.

The results of this year 
demonstrate once again how 
a few high sales can dramat-
ically change comparative 

Properties lingered 
due to cooling real 
estate market 

town statistics. This year the 
Town of Cornwall is a splen-
did example with the sale of 
two properties over $5 mil-
lion — 400 5½ Mile Road for 
$12 million and 40 Cobble 
Hill Road for $6.25 million. 
The estate built for tennis 
great Ivan Lendl on 5½ Mile 
Road with 18,000 square feet 
and 446 acres had been on 
and off the market for some 
time before selling in January 
2024 — the most expensive 
property ever sold in Litch-
field County. A month after 
selling their estate the Lendls 
purchased a slightly smaller 
6,400 square foot house on 
187 acres in Cornwall — the 
second most expensive house 
in our region in 2024.

Million-dollar properties 
continued to be sought after 
and accounted for approx-
imately 22% of all prop-
erties sold, with Salisbury 
accounting for 22 of the 63 
million-dollar properties 
selling in the eight towns.

New Home construction 
continues, and 55 pieces of 
vacant land were sold in 
the eight towns. The most 
expensive was 59 acres on 
189/195 Amenia Union 
Road in Sharon which sold 
for $1,775,000; however, the 
11 acres at 4-5 Mount Mau-
wee Lane in Kent at $500,000 
was the most expensive price 
per acre at $45,000. On the 
affordable end of the market, 
14 sites ranging from 19 acres 
to half an acre sold for less 
than $100,000.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

This three bedroom antique house at 112 Town St. 
was built in 1826 with four fireplaces. The July sale of 
$1.15 million was over the 2024 median sale price for 
Cornwall of $1,115,000.

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — It was a 
busy year in Salisbury on var-
ious land-use fronts.

The Salisbury Association 
closed on a new preserve of 
48 acres on Route 112.

The Hecht Preserve has 
high ecological value with 
core forest, rugged slopes and 
bedrock exposures. A pure, 
cold-water stream traverses 
the property, draining to the 
Salmon Kill and providing 
habitat for native fish.

The Salisbury Housing 
Committee’s application for 
the 20-unit Dresser Woods 
affordable housing devel-
opment was approved by 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission after a lengthy 
public hearing over several 
nights. P&Z also approved 
an affordable housing plan 
from the Salisbury Housing 
Trust for two homes on Un-
dermountain Road, also after 
a lengthy public hearing over 
several nights.

And the SHC opened 10 
new units of housing at Sa-
rum Village with moderate 
fanfare, including a visit by 
U.S. Senator Richard Blu-

Salisbury grappled with a 
changing landscape in 2024

menthal of Connecticut.
Late last month, Aradev 

LLC withdrew its applica-
tion to redevelop and expand 
the Wake Robin Inn after a 
lengthy public hearing over 
several nights revealed sig-
nificant opposition from 
neighbors. The commission 
was leaning toward turning 
the application down before 
the developer pulled it back. 

The Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association added a 
rebuilt 30 meter jump and 
synthetic landing material 
that allows for year-round 
ski jump training. SWSA’s 
application before the Inland 

Wetlands and Watercourses 
Commission to build a snow-
making pond beneath the ski 
jumps was withdrawn from 
consideration in December. 
SWSA’s Ken Barker said the 
organization needed time to 
restructure the plans in re-
sponse to new information 
from the commission and 
letters from the public.

There were several an-
niversaries of note in 2024: 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Lime Rock celebrated its 
150th year, St. John’s Episco-
pal Church in Salisbury its 
200th year, the Rotary Club 
of Salisbury hit the 75 year 
mark, and Stacey Dodge 
marked her 25th year over-
seeing the town Grove.

The Salisbury Association 
kept the town informed and 
enlivened with exhibits on 
biodiversity, the Corner 
Food Pantry and the Holley 
Knife Company.

The Scoville Memorial Li-
brary sponsored numerous 
events, often taking advan-
tage of the grounds for the 
purpose. Visitors searched 
for native species in the near-
by Wachocastinook Brook 
during the Bio Blitz, or got an 
up close and personal look at 
the local wildlife. Inside the 
library, children learned how 
to become Oompa Loompas, 
and adults learned how to 
research the history of their 
homes.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Finn, 12, found his wings at Triumph Airfield June 1.

By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — An 
action-packed year made for 
big news in North Canaan.

A terrier was rescued 
from a quarry, a new health 
center opened, and Canaan-
ites welcomed new business-
es to town while saying fare-
well to an old favorite.

The year began with two 
downtown eateries opening. 
McMuckle’s Market came to 
town and Nutrition on Rail-
road reopened under new 
ownership. 

In March, Town Hall 
introduced a new face in 
Paul Mattingly, executive 
assistant. Mattingly and 
First Selectman Brian Ohler 
launched initiatives to re-
vamp municipal operations 
like Make It Happen Mon-
day, when all permitting offi-
cials are present in Town Hall 
to streamline applications.

In springtime, a volunteer 
rescue effort saved Rippy the 
terrier from a quarry. Ani-
mal control, local fire depart-
ments, regional ropes rescue 
team and the first selectman, 
equipped with an infrared 
detection drone, teamed up 
to save Rippy in a multi-day 
effort. 

Community Health and 
Wellness Center cut the rib-
bon on its North Canaan fa-
cility in May. CHWC CEO 
Joanne Borduas spoke on the 
monumental achievement 
and what it means for the 
people of the region, saying 
the new center “welcomes 
everyone through the door 
without stigma and without 
discrimination. And for that, 
we are so grateful.”

Young aviators took flight 
at Triumph Airfield when 
Experimental Aircraft As-
sociation made its first ap-
pearance in North Canaan. 
In total, 32 first timers got a 
feel for flying with the assis-
tance of certified pilots.

North Canaan soared in 2024
Railroad Days rolled into 

town in July under new lead-
ership. The North Canaan 
Events Committee presented 
two weeks of town-wide fun 
that culminated with a pa-
rade plus a dazzling firework 
and drone display.

The Transfer Station got a 
face lift courtesy of local art-
ist Cheri Johnson, who paint-
ed a 40-foot mural welcom-
ing visitors and promoting 
recycling.

In September, the Attor-
ney General’s office handed 
down its findings on an in-
vestigation into Town Clerk 
Jean Jacquier. Misconduct 
was found in three incidents, 
but no punitive action was 
taken. Jacquier, an elected 
official, is suing the town for 
legal costs accrued during 
the investigation. Torrington 
Superior Court set a hearing 
for Jan. 27 at 2 p.m.

Becton, Dickinson and 
Company (BD) ramped up 
production of syringes at 
its North Canaan plant in 
response to quality issues 
with plastic syringes import-
ed from China. Fallon Mc-
Loughlin, director of public 
relations and corporate com-
munications, said, “We’ve 
added over 100 full-time as-
sociates in the last year, and 
currently have more than 500 
full-time associates and near-
ly 50 contingent associates.”

In the 2024 election, 
North Canaan was a true 
bellwether town. Voters 
chose Trump (R) for presi-
dent, Murphy (D) for sen-
ate, Hayes (D) for congress, 
Harding (R) for state senate 
and Horn (D) for state rep-
resentative. Each won.

As the year wound down, 
North Canaan said farewell 
to Great Falls Brewing Com-
pany. The Union Depot fix-
ture closed its doors at the 
end of December after sever-
al slow years beginning with 
the pandemic.

By Alec Linden 

KENT — Bellies are 
full, the air is brisk and the 
sun sits low and cold in the 
southern sky — it’s January 
in Kent, marking the close 
of a progressive year for the 
riverside town. 

The Board of Selectmen 
reformed several subcom-
mittees during the year, in-
cluding the Broadband and 
Communication Working 
Group that has been busy 
trying to modernize and ex-
pand the town’s broadband 
connection. While internet 
service providers have been 
hard to reach and state-fund-
ing opportunities difficult to 
get a hold of, fiber optic cable 
is being laid in town, and the 
group is working hard to ev-
ery residence in town wired 
with “future proof ” broad-
band connection. 

The creation of the Cem-
etery Committee bolstered 
the town’s volunteer roster. 
The management of the six 
town-owned cemeteries were 
transferred to the control of 
the newly-formed commit-
tee, which is overseen by the 
BOS. 

The Cannabis Regulations 
Subcommittee formed with-
in Planning and Zoning to 
help the town decide how to 
best update its regulation of 
recreational cannabis. 

The Kent Sustainability 
Team was also reformed.

Aside from town gover-
nance, Kent’s cultural insti-
tutions saw growth and ac-
tivity throughout the year. 
The Kent Memorial Library 

A year of progress, 
cultural growth in Kent

received two million dol-
lars in funds at the October 
meeting of the Connecticut 
Bond Commission which 
will be put towards a large 
scale expansion project con-
necting the existing library 
to the adjacent old firehouse 
building. The idea is “more 
space for more people,” ac-
cording to Library Director 
Sarah Marshall. 

The Eric Sloane Museum 
and adjacent Connecticut 
Antique Machinery Asso-
ciation’s museum brought 
visitors from near and far 
to their tranquil grounds 
throughout the year. Their 
busy programming sched-
ules ranged from CAMA’s 
Spring Startup locomotive 
ride in April to Kent-based 
non-profit TradesUP’s third 
annual SPARK event in Oc-
tober introducing children to 
the many worlds of the trades 
industries.

Alterations to municipal 
life have had mixed popular-
ity with the public over the 
past year. The “orange bag” 
municipal waste program 
saw the completion of a suc-
cessful trial period, reducing 
waste levels in the town while 
offering a unit-based pricing 
system for residents. 

A push to install traffic 
safety cameras along Route 
7 in downtown Kent was met 
with controversy, with some 
deeming them intrusive or 
unnecessary while others 
said such a move is long 
overdue. Originally sched-
uled for Dec. 6, the town vote 
on traffic cameras has been 
pushed to Jan. 7.

The Canaan Child Care 
Center received a $2,500 crit-
ical needs grant to purchase 
coats, snow pants, boots, hats 
and mittens for children in 
need who attend the center.

The 2024 Year-End Criti-
cal Needs grant round is from 
the following Northwest CT 
Community Foundation 
funds:  Roberta Lee August 

Year-end grants support 
Canaan Child Care Center

Fund, Draper Foundation 
Fund, The Making Cents 
Fund, Marion W. and Alice 
Edwards Fund, PLK Fund, 
Douglas and Janet Roberts 
Fund and Anson and Caro-
line Catlin Hungerford Trust.  

The CCCC also received 
$1,350 from the Winter Tril-
lium Fund to fund mulch for 
the playground.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Students sought native species during the Bio Blitz.
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2024 Recap

MOVING SALE 
HUGE SAVINGS! 

STARTS ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 4TH 
10AM - 5PM 

10 ACADEMY ST SALISBURY, CT 

HOME GOODS, TABLE LINENS, HOLIDAY,  
THROWS, CLOTHING AND MORE! 

STORE HOURS 
MON, WED - SAT 9-5PM  

SUNDAY 11-4PM 
CLOSED TUESDAY 

WE ARE MOVING TO LENOX, MA 
OPENING IN SPRING 2025

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 2, 2025, Thursday, January 2, 2025

By Patrick L. Sullivan

FALLS VILLAGE — The 
Falls Village Volunteer Fire 
Department kicked off its 
100th anniversary year with 
an open house at the Emer-
gency Services Center Satur-
day, Jan. 13, 2024.

The fire department con-
tinued with events through-
out the year, including an 
assembly of fire trucks and 
apparatus from all over the 
state at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School and a 
informative lecture on arson 
investigation.

Secretary of the State 
Stephanie Thomas visited 
Town Hall on Jan. 30, to 
award the Municipal De-
mocracy Challenge Cup 
for the best voter turnout 
(68.7%) in the small town 
category in the 2023 election.

First Selectman Dave 
Barger thanked Thomas 
for the recognition and the 
town’s election officials and 
volunteers for their efforts.

The Planning and Zoning 
Commission voted unani-
mously to adopt the 2024 
Plan of Conservation and 
Development (POCD) after 
a public hearing Thursday, 
Jan 25. Both the hearing and 
subsequent meeting were 
held online only.

The David M. Hunt Li-
brary sponsored a wide 
range of programs for all 
ages during 2024. A high-
light was a unique exhibition 
of photographs that opened 
March 16.

The show, “From the 
Great Falls to the Hilltops: 
The Mabel Hallaway Collec-

tion of Early 20th Century 
Photography,” 

The images came from a 
photo album and a box of 
glass slide and film negatives 
from the Falls Village-Ca-
naan Historical Society.

The images were printed 
out using modern technolo-
gy by Rika Laser, assisted by 
Sara Laser, Sergei and Zoe 
Fedorjaczenko, and Garth 
Kobal.

The exhibition opening 
was preceded by a presen-
tation on glass slide pho-
tography with Daniel Karp 
of Bard College at Simon’s 
Rock.

In December, after three 
years of operation, the 
Falls Village Cafe closed at 
the town-owned 107 Main 
Street. The Board of Select-
men quickly found a new 
tenant, Liz Ives of Salisbury, 
who also plans to run a cafe. 
A public hearing is necessary 
but the selectmen did not 
set a date at their December 
meeting.

The Center on Main, 
under the leadership of Re-
becca Bloomfield, expanded 
the offerings and activities at 
the venerable space, includ-
ing the monthly “Big Talk” 
(as opposed to small talk), 
a singing circle, drop-in art 
making, ongoing music les-
sons with Brook Martinez, 
the recent Holiday Extrava-
ganza and hosting Taekwan-
do three times per week.

And, of course, the Cen-
ter hosted the  productions 
of the Falls Village Chil-
dren’s Theater, whose “Jungle 
Book” was a major success 
in 2024.

Falls Village 
celebrated 
heritage in 2024By Alec Linden 

SHARON — 2024 was a 
big year for Sharon’s natural 
and protected landscapes, 
which achieved victories, 
suffered losses and became 
sites of legal controversy. 

Just one month into the 
year, a cherished sugar ma-
ple that stood at 60 Millerton 
Rd. for nearly three hundred 
years was felled for threats 
to power lines. Despite the 
loss of an integral piece of 
the town’s natural history, 
Sharon’s stately trees made 
a comeback in the fall when 
a common apple tree on the 
Sharon Land Trust’s Hamlin 
Preserve was declared the 
state champion of its species 
by CT Notable Trees, joining 
a nearby Chinkopin oak as 
Sharon’s second tree to win 
the title. 

The Hamlin Preserve was 
abuzz with activity this year, 
with local nature photog-
rapher and environmental 
educator Tom Zetterstrom 
joining forces with SLT in 
leading a campaign to fight 
the spread of invasive bitter-

Natural triumphs and trials 
last year in Sharon

sweet on the preserve where 
it had already strangled a 
cedar forest. Zetterstrom 
used the site as a case study 
to train the HVRHS Enviro-
thon team in invasive plant 
management as its members 
prepare to try and represent 
Connecticut for the 11th 
time in the national compe-
tition later in 2025. 

Aside from managing in-
vasives, SLT kept busy. In Oc-
tober, it was announced that 
the Posey family donated 128 
acres to the Trust, which will 
ensure it is protected as agri-
cultural land in perpetuity as 
the Posey Family Preserve. 

Elsewhere in town, how-
ever, historic farmlands were 
in trouble. Two separate 
parcels, known as the Paley 
Farm and Turkiewicz Farm, 
have been bought and are 
being developed into resi-
dences despite having been 
protected by agricultural 
easements since the 1980s. 
SLT and concerned resident 
Carol Flaton filed an injunc-
tion to stop construction on 
the farms, and are continuing 
to fight in court. 

While lands were being 
disputed in the hills, cul-
ture was booming on Main 
St. The Voice of Art’s Fine 
Art Festival went down on a 
sunny September afternoon, 
with artists of all disciplines 
showcasing their craft un-
der the grand façade of the 
newly-renovated Hotchkiss 
Library. 

The Library, whose resign 
was completed in the sum-
mer of 2023, was honored 
in the October/September 
2024 American Libraries 

issue “2024 Library Design 
Showcase” for its melding of 
its historic charm with con-
temporary infrastructure. 
According to newly-appoint-
ed board president Lorna 
Edmundsson, the library 
is “bucking the trends” af-
flicting other libraries with 
high subscription rates and 
a packed schedule of pro-
gramming. 

2024 also saw the BOS 
and other commissions act 
to improve municipal life in 
town. In February, Sharon re-
ceived a grant of $1.1 million 
from the state’s Transporta-
tion Rural Improvement 
Program to repair degrading 
sidewalks around the green. 
In May, the volunteer-run 
Sharon Connect Task Force 
saw the completion of its 
project with Comcast Xfinity 
to bring high-speed internet 
to 270 previously unserved 
locations in town. 

It marks yet another care-
ful step into the future for 
Sharon, a town whose lead-
ers and residents alike seek 
modern amenities without 
sacrificing its rural charm or 
historic character. 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Tom Zetterstrom shows off the state champ apple tree 
to HVRHS’s Envirothon Team.

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — Looking 
back on the past 12 months, 
Cornwallians had a busy year 
filled with activity.

The year began with a visit 
from Governor Ned Lamont  
Jan. 11 to announce an intia-
tive promoting outdoor rec-
reation at state venues. Lam-
ont cited Mohawk Mountain, 
a private ski lodge situated 
within a state park, as a prime 
model for public-private rec-
reation ventures in Connecti-
cut. 

“We can make sure we 
bring people to our parks 
and maximize use out of 
that,” said Lamont. “You can 
come and really enjoy your-
self here.”

Cornwall Park and Rec-
reation proceeded to launch 
an indoor pickleball program 
for the winter months. Play-
ers filled the courts at Corn-
wall Consolidated School 
each Thursday from 6 to 8 
p.m. 

If that wasn’t enough 
to get the blood pumping, 
Cornwallians saw red when 
incidents of mail theft began 
occurring at blue drop box-
es in the winter. Jim Young 
was the victim of a stolen 
and cashed check for near-
ly $4,000, and he was one of 
several. 

In February, Cornwall was 

Cornwall kept active all year long

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

2024 in Cornwall began with a visit from Gov. Ned 
Lamont (D) at Mohawk Mountain, Jan. 11.

awarded a TRIP (Transpor-
tation Rural Improvement 
Program) grant for $868,000 
to construct new sidewalks 
and traffic control measures 
in West Cornwall and Corn-
wall Village. First Selectman 
Gordon Ridgway said the 
goal in each section of town 
is to increase pedestrian safe-
ty and slow traffic down in 
those areas, particularly in 
West Cornwall.

As winter gave way to 
spring, the Little Guild ani-
mal shelter broke ground on 
a new multimillion dollar fa-
cility in West Cornwall. The 
project saw the old facility 
demolished in favor of a new 
8,000 square foot state-of-
the-art animal shelter. In the 
interim, the staff has set up 

temporary trailers and pens 
at Foote Field. 

In May, Cornwall Consol-
idated School’s seventh grad-
ers earned state recognition 
for a civics project. Secretary 
of State Stephanie Thomas 
awarded the school with the 
“Red, White and Blue” dis-
tinction thanks to the group’s 
research on the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.

Repairing stormwater 
damage was a recurring 
theme in 2024 with retain-
ing walls and culverts be-
ing replaced around town. 
To address the impact of a 
turbulent climate and better 
plan for the future, Cornwall 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission hosted Trinkaus En-
gineering’s Steven Trinkaus 
for an info session at Corn-
wall Library July 10.

“The goal really is to have 
a site ... that acts like a forest 
or a meadow, which is what 
it was before you put a shovel 
in the ground,” said Trinkaus.

In autumn, the CCS Walk-
A-Thon returned for its 20th 
year. Students trekked the 
hills of Cornwall for a cause, 
raising money for the class 
trip as well as the New York 
Marine Rescue Center. 

Cornwall Transfer Station 
set up a fund for victims of 
hurricane victims in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina. Ted 
Larson and Dave William-
son traveled down with all 
the collected supplies in No-
vember and saw firsthand 
the level of destruction in 
the area.

Following the presidential 
election, Cornwall achieved 
the top voter turnout rate in 
the state with approximately 
90% of active registered vot-
ers casting their ballots.

“I do believe we get a tro-
phy for that,” said Ridgway.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Salisbury students learn ski 
jumping tips

Members of the Salisbury Winter Sports Association 
came to Salisbury Central School Thursday, Dec. 19, 
to promote the ski jump program for children and 
teenagers. Islay Sheil, a sophomore at Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School and, at age 15, a veteran 
jumper, demonstrated the proper crouch on a wheeled 
board before the students gave it a try.
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Worship Services
Week of January 5, 2025

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, January 12 at 10:30 a.m.

JJUUSSTTIICCEE  AAMMIIDDSSTT  IINNJJUUSSTTIICCEE 
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.
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Dorothy Lukis Hosterman
KENT — Dorothy Lu-

kis Hosterman passed 
away peacefully, 
at home in Tor-
rington, on Dec. 
20, 2024, at the 
age of 94, after a 
long journey with 
dementia. Known 
to friends and 
family as “Dot” up 
until the end, she 
maintained her 
kindness, grace, 
compassion, appreciation 
of beauty, and love of family 
and friends.

Born and raised in Buffa-
lo, New York, to immigrant 
parents from the former 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
Dot was predeceased by her 
parents, John and Catherine, 
and 11 brothers and sisters. 
She is survived by her three 
children and their spouses;-
John and his husband Eric 
of Northfield, Minnesota, 
Tracy and her partner Sam 
of Amenia, New York, and 
Catherine and her husband 
Josh of Cornwall. She is also 
survived by her five grand-
children; Nicky, Dan, Ian, 
Zachary, and Eliza, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

Dot attended the State 
University of New York at 
Buffalo, earning her degree 
in nursing. Dot was proud 
to be a nurse and enjoyed 
her profession immensely. 
However, she changed di-
rections after several years 
and devoted the remainder 
of her long life to raising 
her children, spending time 
with her grandchildren, and 
organizing “field trips” with 

her many friends. Dot was 
a resident of Kent, for over 

40 years where she 
was a fixture in the 
community, hav-
ing been involved 
with a multitude of 
activities and vol-
unteer programs 
over the years.

Dot was an avid 
crocheter and do-
nated dozens of 
blankets to the 

elderly in her community. 
She spent lots of time in the 
kitchen cooking. She would 
be pleased to know that her 
Marinated Lamb, Chili, and 
“Magic Cookie Bars” recipes 
have been properly handed 
down.

Dot loved Betty White, 
cheap white wine, and Fudge 
Ripple ice cream—though 
not necessarily in that order.

A skilled gardener, Dot 
always had a house full of 
plants. She was especially 
fond of her Christmas cactus, 
which she inherited from her 
mother in the 1960s. Dot’s 
children and grandchildren 
now have their own off-
spring of “Grandma Lukis’ 
Christmas Cactus”, which 
bloom faithfully every year, 
and which, with their care-
takers, will go on and on for 
lifetimes to come.

There will be a Celebra-
tion of Life held on Jan. 4, 
at 11 a.m. at Cornwall UCC, 
8 Bolton Hill Road. All are 
welcome. In lieu of flowers, 
monetary donations can be 
made to The Kent Food Bank 
41 Kent Green Blvd, Kent CT 
06759.

Mark Joseph Grusauski
SALISBURY — Mark Jo-

seph Grusauski, beloved hus-
band and loyal friend, passed 
away on Dec. 15, 2024, at the 
age of 63. Born on July 29, 
1961, to Mary (Harz) and 
John Grusauski, Mark’s ad-
venturous spirit and passion 
for discovery defined his life.

Mark grew up in Kent, 
Connecticut, graduating 
from Kent Center School 
and Oliver Wolcott Tech-
nical High School. His love 
of aviation began  in high 
school, when he built a hang 
glider in his parents’ base-
ment, and taught himself 
how to fly.   At 18, he pur-
chased a 1941 Piper J3 Cub 
and earned his Private Pilot 
license. His training contin-
ued through the Florida In-
stitute of Technology Flight 
School, where he earned 
seaplane, commercial, in-
strument, and multi-engine 
ratings.

Over the course of 45 
years, Mark owned and re-
stored  many types of air-
planes, logging thousands of 

hours in the sky. His flying 
adventures included scout-
ing forests for lumber, fer-
rying planes be-
tween sellers and 
buyers,  explor-
ing  and sightsee-
ing from coast to 
coast of the Unit-
ed States, splashing 
down on pristine 
lakes, barnstorm-
ing across grass 
strips, haylots, 
and cornfields, 
and whisking Laurie away 
on spontaneous excursions. 
Most importantly, Mark 
shared  the joy of  aviation 
with anyone who would 
climb into the cockpit with 
him.

Mark’s first true profes-
sional experience was  at 
Ewald Instruments, where 
he honed his skills in preci-
sion miniature welding and 
machine work, marking 
the beginning of a career 
of technical excellence.  He 
also worked with his father 
and brother in the family 

business, G&G Builders, 
renovating and building fine 
homes.  When his wander-

lust took him to 
Michigan, his ex-
pertise in carpen-
try and his love of 
flying  led  him to 
work restoring the 
historic Macki-
nac Island Grand 
Hotel  and  tow-
ing  banners over 
Lake Michigan 
and the Pontiac 

Silverdome.  Upon return-
ing to Connecticut, Mark 
channeled his passion for 
restoration into a successful 
business by founding Wing-
works  at  the  North Ca-
naan Airport, a venture 
that spanned 20 years. 
Through Wingworks, he re-
stored numerous iconic air-
craft, including the 1999 Os-
hkosh Reserve Grand Cham-
pion 1943 Howard DGA, and 
the 2003 Oshkosh Bronze 
Lindy-winning 1935 Waco 
YKC (currently in the New 
England Air Museum’s col-
lection). His impeccable 
craftsmanship, attention to 
detail,  flawless  paint jobs, 
and precision metal fabri-
cation earned him admira-
tion throughout the aviation 
community.  In 2002 he re-
ceived the FAA’s New England 
Region Aviation Technician 
of the Year Award.  He was 
truly a “Jack-of-all-Trades, 
Master-of-Most.”

Mark and Laurie met in 

1994 and married in 2001.  
Mark designed the home that 
they built in Salisbury, and 
the many unique details are 
a testament to his creativity 
and artistry.

Beyond his skill as a pi-
lot and craftsman,  Mark 
was a talented banjo play-
er  and  avid telemark ski-
er.  His hobbies and innova-
tive spirit led him to endeav-
ors with guitar building, cus-
tom ski production, and in-
ventions such as the “Kan-
ga”  powder-simulator  ski 
boot, and a chainsaw-pow-
ered margarita blender.

Mark is survived by his 
wife, Laurie (Hammond) 
Grusauski of Salisbury; his 
brother and sister-in-law, Da-
vid and Stephanie Grusauski, 
of South Kent; his nephews 
and nieces, John, Tucker, and 
Sadie Grusauski; Brian, Josh, 
and Sterling Bishop; Jace and 
Griffin Tomaino; Drew and 
Abby Vernali; Colton Con-
logue; and his dear Aunt 
Margaret (Grusauski) Wil-
son.  He was predeceased by 
his sister, Karen Bishop.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that dona-
tions be made to the Salis-
bury Winter Sports Associa-
tion or the Salisbury Visiting 
Nurse Association in Mark’s 
memory. A celebration of 
Mark’s life will be held on 
Jan. 4, 2025,  1:00 – 4:00 
pm,  at  Candlelight Farms 
Airport, 5 Green Pond Rd., 
New Milford, CT 06784.

Donald Terance Martin
NORTH CANAAN — 

Dr. Donald Terance “Doc” 
Martin, 86, 
of North Ca-
naan,  passed 
away on 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 18, 2024, 
at his home 
in North Ca-
naan, which was his last wish. 
Dr. Martin was a dentist in 
Canaan, retiring in 2014. He 
served the community and 
their needs whether they 
could pay or not, and at all 
hours of the day and night. 
They do not make men like 
Don “Doc” Martin anymore. 

Born on Aug. 27, 1938 in 
Walla Walla, Washington, he 
was the youngest of George 
T. and Anna Mae (McGrath) 
Martin’s eight children. Don 
proudly served in the US 
Navy with the Seabees during 
the Vietnam War. He adopted 
the Seabee’s “Can Do” attitude 
that served him for the rest of 
his life. Don married Lynne 
Horner in 1964.

Don was a 50-year friend 
of Bill W. He sponsored nu-
merous others through his 
devotion to Alcoholics Anon-
ymous. When people asked 
how he managed to stay so-
ber for five decades, he said, 
“Don’t drink. Go to meetings. 
And don’t die.” And, “If you’re 
going to get old, you should 
do it in the program.”

Don fiercely loved his 
family, and he embraced his 
community. Wherever he 
went, people shouted, “Hi, 
Doc!” He enthusiastically 
supported local causes. In 
the early 1980s, he founded 
Friends of Football, a booster 
club for the Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School’s foot-
ball team. He was a regular at 
Housy athletic events during 
his children’s years as students 
there, and continued to sup-
port the teams even after his 
youngest child graduated.

In addition to his loving 
wife of 60 years, Don is sur-
vived by a son, Rick Martin 
of Canaan, and two daugh-
ters, Kelley Marshall and 
her husband, Bill, of Hyde 

Park, New York, and Laura 
McCarthy and her husband, 

Neil, of Berlin, 
Connecticut. 
He is also sur-
vived by four 
g r a n d c h i l -
dren; William 
Marshall, V, 
Meagan Mar-

shall and her fiancé, Camer-
on Jones, Maxim Martin and 
Meave McCarthy; a special 
friend, Jeff King, cousins Ann 
Kaufman, Jay Martin, Kathy 
Horner, Dan Horner, John 
Horner, Katherine Edlund, 
and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. 

A memorial service was 
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 28, 2024, at the North 
Canaan Congregational 
Church, 172 Lower Rd, East 
Canaan, with Pastor Mark 
Brady officiating. The repass 
followed from 12 noon to 4 
p.m. at the VFW Post #6851, 
104 S. Canaan Rd., Canaan, 
CT. 

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions in memory of Doc 
Martin should be made to 
the Fishes & Loaves Food 
Pantry, P.O. Box 306, North 
Canaan, CT 06018 or VFW 
Post #6851, P.O. Box 913, Ca-
naan, CT 06018. 

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the 
Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home, 118 Main Street, Ca-
naan, CT. 

John Richard Dildine
FALLS VILLAGE — John 

was born on Dec. 15, 1934, in 
Evanston, Illinois, 
and died on June 3, 
2024. John gradu-
ated from high 
school in Silver 
Spring, Maryland, 
with a focus on au-
dio, radio and mu-
sic. He curated and 
hosted a popular 
Folk Music radio 
program recorded 
at WAMC and broadcast by 
NPR. He was the first presi-
dent of The Folklore Society 
of Greater Washington in 
the early 1960s. He provid-
ed audio support during the 
March on Washington for 
Jobs and Freedom on Aug. 
28, 1963. 

John, his wife, Ginny, and 
their three children (son 
Wesley, daughters Debbie 
and Connie) performed as 

The Dildine Family Folk 
Songs and Marionettes for 

ten years at folk 
festivals, schools 
and folk venues.

John was a 
s e l f - e mpl oye d 
sound recording 
engineer for doc-
umentary films 
and television. He 
was also a voice 
recording artist. 
The John Dildine 

and Ginny Dildine Papers 
now reside at the Library of 
Congress-Folklife Division.

John loved travel, paint-
ing, pottery, and family. He 
is survived by his wife of 71 
years, Ginny, his son, Wesley 
(Chelsea), daughters Deb-
bie (Joel) and Connie (Lars); 
and two granddaughters, 
Leah (Matt) and Shannon, 
and four great grandchil-
dren.

Roy Fraser Barrows
SHARON — Roy Fraser 

Barrows died peacefully at 
Hillcrest Com-
mons Nursing 
Center in Pitts-
field, Massachu-
setts, on Oct. 18, 
2024. He was 76 
years old. Roy was 
born on March 
31, 1948, in Phil-
adelphia to Fred-
rick Barrows and 
Margaret Adams 
Barrows.

He is survived by his wife 
of 54 years, Margaret Deg-
nan Barrows, his son Scott 
Barrows, daughter-in-law 
Kate Kubarek Barrows, and 
grandson Samuel Barrows, 
all of Colrain, Massachu-
setts. He also leaves a niece, 
Elizabeth Barrows and neph-
ews James Barrows and Kev-
in Chapko.

Roy grew up in Pomp-
ton Lakes, New Jersey and 
attended Rutgers Universi-
ty. He married Peg in 1970, 
and they moved to Sharon, 
two years later. They lived 
there on Sharon Mountain in 
the same house for the next 
48 years. Roy spent some 
of the early years working 
with Vance Jones on the 

East Street Farm haying and 
splitting firewood. Later he 

coached youth 
baseball.

Roy was a fish-
erman and a poet. 
He spent many 
hours fly fishing 
the Housatonic 
River and Mudge 
Pond, and many 
hours writing po-
etry and novels in 
his studio above 

the garage. His other inter-
ests included computer pro-
graming, chemistry experi-
ments, and tesla coils. Roy’s 
favorite genre was science 
fiction comedy, and he styled 
himself a reclusive mad sci-
entist. He loved his Old En-
glish Sheepdogs and Maine 
Coon cats. He claimed to be a 
genius, and we believed him 
when it came to Tetris and 
Legend of Zelda.

Roy was not interested in 
money or success. He was 
concerned with seeking the 
truth, speaking it well, and 
teaching his son about base-
ball and life. He had much 
to teach and led a most in-
teresting life. Goodbye Roy. 
Thanks for everything and 
godspeed to you.

For more obituaries, 
see page A7
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There once was a boy
Who wanted a brand new toy.
It was not there. Oy

Macey Levin

Blue skies chilling winds
Fall is just a winter tease
Spring’s so far away

Peter Fitting

Great Dane bends to look:
What does this silly thing say?
Tiny dachshund growls.

Eileen Epperson

Trump’s new 
environmental team

“Fasten your seatbelts, it’s 
going to be a bumpy night.”  

Bette Davis
“All about Eve”

Will the environ-
mental policies 
and actions of the 

upcoming Trump adminis-
tration be a continuation of 
the Biden agenda? No, defi-
nitely not. Trump has made 
no secret of his intentions. 
One of his first moves would 
be to rescind the more than 
100 environmental Executive 
Orders installed by President 
Biden (many reinstating 
ones originally put in place 
by President Obama). Next 
he might remove the United 
States from the United Na-
tions 2015 Paris Agreement, 
a legally binding internation-
al treaty on climate change 
adopted by 196 countries at 
the UN Climate 
Change Confer-
ence covering 
climate change 
mitigation, ad-
aptation and 
finance. 

More than 
two dozen agen-
cies and other 
federal orga-
nizations have 
some role in 
environmental 
affairs. Among 
the major en-
tities are the 
Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, the 
Interior Department, the 
Commerce Department, the 
Transportation Department, 
the Agriculture Department, 
the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services. Here 
are a few of Trump’s candi-
dates to run these agencies.

Lee Zeldin, a former 
congressman from eastern 
Long Island is an “election 
denier” who refused to cer-
tify Biden’s election in 2020. 
He campaigned against the 
2022 Inflation Reduction 
Act, the largest environmen-
tal bill ever (but since most 
of its funds are being spent in 
Republican districts, he will 
no longer try to block it). The 
League of Conservation Vot-
ers gave him a score of 13% 
for his voting record cover-
ing his 8 years in Congress, a 
terrible record for one about 
to lead the nation’s leading 
environmental agency.

Trump’s pick for Secretary 
of the Interior, North Dakota 
Governor Doug Burgum, a 
billionaire businessman is 
unlikely to follow the path 
of his predecessor Deb Haa-
land, known for expanding 
the country’s National Parks 
and Monuments, Burgum 
plans to play a key role in 
greatly increasing coal, oil, 
and gas production in public 
lands.

Proposed for Secretary 
of Transportation is former 
(2011-19) GOP congressman 
from Wisconsin, Sean Duffy. 
Recently he has been a host 
on Fox News “The Bottom 
Line”. He has no particular 
experience for the job but is 
a devoted Trump supporter.

Trump has chosen Chris 
Wright, the head of a frack-
ing company, to be the next 
Energy Secretary. A vigorous 
enthusiast for fossil fuels, he 
minimized the contribution 
of cleaner energy. An MIT 
grad, he may alter his views 
somewhat in the future in 
response to scientific knowl-
edge.

Howard Lutnick, pro-
posed Secretary of Com-
merce, might become in-

volved  future plans for its 
subsidiary agency NOAA, 
the National  Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion. The current Republican 
guidebook, Project 2025, has 
called for it and its ancillary 
organization, the National 
Weather Service, to be dis-
mantled. Calling NOAA “a 
primary component of the 
climate change alarm in-
dustry”, Project 2025 calls 
for NOAA to be downsized 
and the NWS to be sold to 
commercial interests.

Proposed Secretary of 
Education, Connecticut’s 
Linda McMahon was the 

chief of the 
Small Business 
Adminis t ra-
tion during the 
first Trump ad-
ministration. 
Brooke Rollins, 
the proposed 
Secretary of 
Agriculture is a 
Texas attorney, 
active in state 
R e p u b l i c a n 
politics, she has 
no prior federal 
government ex-
perience.

Health and 
Human Ser-

vices proposed Secretary, 
Robert F. Kennedy has lit-
tle to recommend him but 
his famous family name; he 
has no medical training or 
experience running a large 
organization. His attacks on 
various aspects of the med-
ical profession, especially 
vaccines, have made him 
many enemies.

However, should he be 
confirmed, he might pos-
sibly help foster something 
positive; his enthusiasm for 
better nutrition and im-
proved school lunches, and 
his condemnation of indus-
trial agriculture would be 
welcomed by environmen-
talists as would his hostil-
ity to pesticides and other 
poisons so prevalent around 
us. Although he won’t get far 
inveighing against corn syr-
up and ethanol. The main 
key to success here would be 
keeping Trump happy.

Unless they have a ma-
jor falling out, Elon Musk, 
Trump’s benefactor and, 
some say “co-president” 
will likely reverse Trump’s 
hostility to electric vehicles, 
a major environmental ac-
complishment. And who 
knows what else?

Trump’s appointments, 
especially Cabinet Secre-
taries, tend to have little ex-
perience directly relevant 
to their proposed new po-
sitions. Also, nearly all are 
very wealthy; several are 
billionaires. And (without 
any evidence), many are 
referring to Musk as “the 
world’s richest man”.

Trump’s victory is a mas-
sive blow to environmental 
progress. But even though 
slowing, much less halting, 
climate change, may be sty-
mied for a few years there 
are countless other signifi-
cant accomplishments that 
may be possible. We need to 
remain positive and hope-
ful. As Monty Python put it,  
“Always look on the bright 
side of life . . . ”

Architect and landscape 
designer Mac Gordon lives 
in Lakeville.

Thanking 
Salisbury 
P&Z

I am Kitty Kiefer, a Se-
lectman in Salisbury. I want 
to publicly, even regionally 
thank our Planning and Zon-
ing Commission, and Land 
Use Office in Salisbury for 
fair, open, honest work—and 
hours and hours of open 
meetings over the proposed 
changes to a property cur-
rently for listed sale in town. 
The town’s website has all 
documents and recordings 
of these meetings. I encour-
age all interested individuals 
to go to the website for all 
the information contained 
therein. 

And, may your holidays 
be filled with civil discourse, 
joy and good health.

Kitty Kiefer
Salisbury
Selectman

Jimmy Carter — the best president 
in my lifetime

I get mad when peo-
ple say, ‘oh Jimmy Carter, 
a terrible president but a 
commendable post-presi-
dent.’  Carter was the most 
underrated president in my 
70-year lifetime.  His image 
was irreparably damaged by 
the failed attempt of the U.S. 
military to rescue American 
hostages held by the Iranian 
government, bad luck that 
was not his fault.

President Carter’ presi-
dency deserves high marks 
because of numerous accom-
plishments during his single 
term.  Through sheer perse-
verance against poor odds, 
he single-handedly used 
moral suasion, unrelenting 
persistence, and the position 
of the presidency to coerce 
Egypt and Israel to make 
peace in what are known as 
the Camp David Accords.  
He signed the Panama Canal 
Treaty, which was unpopular 
with the American people, 
but rather necessary to pre-
vent continued conflict with 
Panama, which could have 
disrupted this vital shipping 
channel.  A lot of people don’t 
know that it was President 
Carter who established full 
diplomatic relations with 
China.  And when Middle 
Eastern countries increased 
the price of oil fourteen-fold, 
leading to rampant inflation, 
he appointed Paul Volker as 
Fed chairman, who made 
the necessary and unpopular 
decision to increase interest 
rates to the upper teens to 
cool down the economy, and 
ultimately inflation.  How-
ever, President Reagan, who 
succeeded Carter, wrongly 

got the credit for that.
I got to know President 

Carter about 20 years ago 
when I helped The Carter 
Center on one of the Pres-
ident’s health initiatives to 
eradicate various diseases in 
Africa.  I have a health care 
background.  At that time, 
he told me to call him Jim-
my, which I never did out 
of respect.  I remember sit-
ting with him in his private 
office in Atlanta, and I was 
gobsmacked that he knew so 
much about me, some things 
that few people other than 
my family knew.  A couple 
of years later, I had a private 
dinner with him during 
which I asked him if he had 
any regrets about his deci-
sions that led to his defeat by 
Reagan, preventing him from 
having a second term.  The 
subject immediately turned 
to the American hostages 
held by Iran.  He said he 
could have bombed Tehran 

and received the strong back-
ing of the American people 
and Congress for taking such 
a muscular effort, however he 
believed that it likely would 
have led to the loss of the 
American embassy hostages 
as well as perhaps ten thou-
sand Iranian civilian lives.  
He said this was not some-
thing he could have done in 
good faith, even if it meant 
assuring his reelection.  

This decision exemplified 
the core of who President 
Carter was.  He was inher-
ently a good, decent, and 
compassionate human being 
whose strong character, mo-
rality, and humility are the 
anthesis of the vast majority 
of Washington politicians to-
day.  He was willing to make 
difficult decisions and do the 
right thing at personal po-
litical sacrifice.  He was also 
one of the smartest people 
I’ve ever met.  I could talk 
to him about anything over 
the years, and I always felt 
smarter and more informed 
afterwards.

It is with great sadness 
that the passing of President 
Carter has inevitably arrived.  
He was a great American pa-
triot in every sense.  Good-
bye, Jimmy.  I will miss you.

Lloyd Baroody
Lakeville

Fall Haikus: 2024

COURTESY THE JIMMY CARTER LIBRARY

The Inaugural Parade

Trump’s 
appointments, 

especially 
Cabinet 

Secretaries, 
tend to have 

little experience 
directly 

relevant to their 
proposed new 

positions. 

From the Scoville Memorial Library adult writing 
group. Haikus written on the theme of fall.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.



Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth
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Realtor® at Large
As we celebrate the holiday 
season, it may also be the 
time to remember the less 
fortunate. A wonderful way 
may be to support the efforts 
of the World Central Kitchen 
who have been serving over 
a million meals this past year 
in 20 countries. The World 
Central Kitchen volunteers 
are among the first in 
when conflict and natural 
disasters strike a community 
or country. For more 
information on this wonderful 
humanitarian organization, 
please visit: www.wck.org

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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125 years ago — 
January 1900

At 10:30 last Wed. night 
fire was discovered in C.B. 
Dakin & Co.’s store, Sha-
ron, and the fire alarm was 
sounded. From the top floor 
in the north east corner in 
a store-room a small fire 
was threatening. Firemen 
were quick to action, cou-
plings were made in a jiffy, 
a line of hose run up a back 
stairway right to the fire. It 
looked as though one good 
squirt would suffice to put 
it out, but it was a stubborn 
fire, burned like chaff, on the 
inside, and being sided with 
iron was hard to fight from 
without. Firemen worked 
like beavers. Amenia Hose 
Company was summoned 
and at 12 o’clock the com-
bined companies were play-
ing stream after stream, with 
worlds of water and good 
pressure, but the big clock 
struck three before the fire 
was under subjection. This is 
Sharon’s first fire and Sharon 
has a right to pat the firemen 
on the backs for confining 
the blaze to the one building. 
As is usual, with the first fire, 
outsiders hindered the work 
of the firemen by running ev-
ery which way, yelling and 
giving orders, conflicting 
with the orders from those in 
charge and causing a general 
confusion.

SALISBURY — Mr. and 
Mrs. M.E. Sherwood are re-
ceiving congratulations upon 
a new Christmas present. It is 
a bouncing boy, born Christ-
mas morning.

Things are beginning to 
warm up in the political field, 
but at present they are not a 
patch on what they will be 
as the campaign grows older.

Judged by the number of 
the young people taking mu-
sic lessons Falls Village ought 
to be well supplied with mu-
sic for some time to come.

FALLS VILLAGE — Mr. 
D.B. Tiffany starts one of his 
saw mills on a 300,000 foot 
job on Canaan mountain 
Thursday.

B.F. Hoyt has everything 
in the stove line you want. 
Get your wife a new range. 
The West Shore is unequalled 
for a cook stove and the 
Round Oak for a heater.

Mabel Bartholomew and 
Ethel Roberts on Thursday of 
last week picked up a quart of 
chestnuts in the woods and 
picked a dandelion in full 
bloom and Millard Silvernail 
also picked a couple of thrifty 
looking dandelions on the 
George Harrison place. Now 
all we wish is that somebody 
would gather some strawber-
ries and watermelons and the 
list of vegetable freaks would 
be complete.

Edward McCue is putting 
up a barn on his land. This 
building will be construct-
ed from the frame work and 
lumber of the old annex to 
the Wononsco House. The 
timbers are of solid oak and 
so hard that Ed says he has to 
dip all the nails in oil in order 
to drive them without having 
them double up.

According to one of the 
distinguished goose-bone 
prophets this will be an ex-
traordinarily mild winter. 
The goose-bone is nearly all 
white. Only the slightest bit 
of purple could be seen on 
the tall ends of the bones. 
The purple indicates cold 
weather, away off in March 
probably. All the rest of the 
bone was white, which shows 
beyond a question that there 

will be no winter at all.

C.A. Stupplebeen of Glens 
Falls is in town interested as 
usual in the lives of others.

100 years ago — 
 January 1925

SALISBURY — Miss 
Marion Eggleston is home 
from her duties as Home 
Demonstration Agent in 
New Hampshire for the 
week.

The driver of the daily 
newspaper auto truck ran 
into the bridge near the Li-
brary on Friday. A section 
of the bridge was broken off 
and the truck was quite badly 
damaged. The driver escaped 
injury.

Mr. Charles Wiesing of 
Salisbury is ill and confined 
to his bed, but is able to re-
ceive visitors and is always 
glad to see any of his friends.

Falls Village now has a 
firefighting apparatus of 
which it may well take pride. 
The new chemical truck has 
arrived. It is equipped with a 
steel body, a 70 gallon boost-
er tank and 100 feet of hose 
for chemical, in addition 
to the pumper rigged with 
standard couplings so that 
if necessary hose can be cou-
pled up with companies from 
other towns. Quarters have 
also been ready in which to 
house the new apparatus.

The lake froze over Sun-
day night for the first time 
this season.

The icy conditions of the 
streets have made walking a 
risky thing and automobiling 
still more so.

Master Petie Scoville had 
the misfortune to fall on the 
ice Sunday, cutting a bad 
gash over his left eye. Dr. 
Bissell closed the wound with 
three stitches, while Petie 
watched the operation with 
interest by means of a mirror.

Albert Tompkins caught 
a five pound bass at Twin 
Lakes on Tuesday. This is the 
record thus far this season.

There is said to be a new 
counterfeit 100 dollar bill in 
circulation. We have exam-
ined our stock of 100 dol-
lar bills and we don’t find 
a single solitary counterfeit 
among them.

50 years ago —
 January 1975

Close to 70 farmers from 
New York State and Con-
necticut gathered Monday 
at the Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School in Falls 
Village to discuss the plight 
of the dairy farmer today. A 
bleak picture was painted for 
the future of dairy farmers by 
milk producers. “The dairy 
business is in trouble,” stated 
Lou Longo, president of Yan-
kee Milk Cooperative. Mr. 
Longo said “it’s twice as black 
as he painted it,” referring to 
statements made by another 
speaker, Willis Belter, who 
said, “I don’t know how some 
are going to make it, even the 
established ones are caught 
in it.”

A surprise snowstorm 
brought a white or whiter 
Christmas to the Tri-State 
area Wednesday, leaving 
from 3 to 5 or more inches 
of new snow. There was more 
atop the mountains.

Construction continues 
at Lakeville Precision Mold-
ing Inc. on a new addition 
to its manufacturing facility, 
substantially enlarging the 
size of the plant in Lakeville. 

The Lakeville plant, a divi-
sion of The Norton Compa-
ny of Worcester, Mass., man-
ufactures precision plastic 
components for such firms 
as Western Electric, IBM, 
Burroughs and Polaroid. 
The 6,000 square foot metal 
structure will give the plant 
a total of 20,000 square feet. 
The new addition will house 
the firm’s tool room, the 
shipping department and 
assorted equipment and 
molds, all to ease the present 
overcrowding in the plant.

An era came to an end 
in Canaan last month when 
Penn Central Transporta-
tion Company ended (at 
least temporarily) the 102-
year railroading history of 
the old Canaan Union De-
pot. The Depot was opened 
Dec. 2, 1872. Just 102 years 
and 18 days later, its last 
agent, Frank Zucco, closed 
the Penn Central Canaan 
freight office for the last 
time. Mr. Zucco, who says 
that he has now closed out 
four stations (West Corn-
wall, Kent, Canaan and 
Lenox) for the Company, 
will assume new duties in 
Danbury.

KENT — An Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor was con-
ducted last Friday to present 
to Raymond E. Donahue the 
highest award in scouting. 
Donahue was a member of 
Troop II from 1970 until his 
entry into the U.S. Air Force 
last autumn. He completed 
all the requirements for the 
Eagle rank before his enlist-
ment. He is the fourth local 
scout in as many years to 
attain the Eagle rank. 

W. Samuel Whitbeck be-
gan his second half-century 
as proprietor of the Salisbury 
Pharmacy on New Year’s 
Day by working in much the 
same fashion as he has al-
most every morning for the 
past 50 years. “I’d go crazy if 
I didn’t,” he declares. But he 
actually has been working 
in drug stores in and around 
Salisbury a lot longer than 
that. Born in Lime Rock 83½ 
years ago, Sam managed the 
store for Clark and Dempsey 
and then worked for its next 
purchaser, A.L. Dickinson, 
before he obtained his phar-
macist’s license in 1914. 

Annabel Griggs Irving, a 
long-time resident of Kent, 
has given more than 280 
acres of her land to The Na-
ture Conservancy. The land 
includes the summit of Iron 
Mountain.

25 years ago — 
 January 2000

Nancy and Mark Davis 
have received a plaque from 
Steve Hedden, president of 
the Cornwall Fire Depart-
ment, making them honor-
ary members of the depart-
ment. They were honored 
for their years of help and 
support which they contrib-
uted even though they didn’t 
have time to become active 
members. Theirs is only the 
seventh honorary member-
ship since 1932.

Sharon A. Pilz of Falls 
Village has joined the Salis-
bury Bank & Trust Compa-
ny as a vice president and 
trust officer. Ms. Pilz has had 
more than 20 years of expe-
rience in the field of trust 
and financial services.

CANAAN — Douglas 
Library has received a state 
Public Library Construction 
Grant in excess of $50,000. 
The funding is earmarked 
for renovations to allow ex-
panded use of the library’s 
second floor. 

OBITUARIES
David Jon Greenwood

MILLBROOK — David 
Jon Greenwood passed away 
Dec. 23, 2024 at 
home in Millbrook 
New York. He was 
born July 9, 1944 
in Putnam Coun-
ty, New York, and 
grew up in Car-
mel, the youngest 
of three boys. On 
his father’s side, he 
was a descendant 
of Thomas Green-
wood, who emigrated from 
England in 1665. He and his 
fiancée Nan returned to the 
ancestral home of the Green-
woods in Heptonstall, York-
shire in 1974 to be married 
there, and returned several 
times, most recently this past 
summer with family to cele-
brate their 50th anniversary.

On his mother’s side, his 
ancestry was Native Amer-
ican, indigenous to the 
Mid-Hudson Valley. His 
grandmother’s mother was 
Wappinger, and he grew up 
hearing family recollections 
of the Wixon and Smalley 
families in Putnam County, 
including reminiscences of 
Native American traditions, 
hunting and trapping, long 
houses, relatives fighting in 
the Civil War, and the Bliz-
zard of ‘88.

Mr. Greenwood pursued 
a lifelong interest in the vi-
sual and performing arts. 
His major field was art his-
tory with a specialization in 
American architecture and 
decorative arts. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in art 
education at the State Uni-
versity of New York (SUNY) 
at Buffalo, which included 
a semester abroad studying 
art history in Siena, Italy. His 
master’s degree and super-
visory accreditation were 
earned at SUNY New Paltz, 
which in 1982 named him an 
outstanding alumnus.

Mr. Greenwood com-
bined his love of history and 
his love of art by becoming a 
teacher of art and advanced 
placement art history, join-
ing the Carmel Central 
School District in Putnam 
County in 1967. In 1974 he 
was named district supervi-
sor of art with responsibility 
for the entire arts program 
K-12, a position he held 

until retiring from Carmel 
in 2004. He then taught Art 

History and Aes-
thetics part time 
for another seven 
years at the Mill-
brook School. He 
specialized in pen 
and ink render-
ings and his work 
is included in sev-
eral collections 
and books. 

He was an offi-
cer of the Putnam County 
Arts Council and assisted 
in the selection, mounting 
and judging of numerous 
shows and exhibits. In ad-
dition to work with the Put-
nam and Dutchess County 
Arts Councils, he served on 
an arts review panel for the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s Art in Public 
Places project.

Mr. Greenwood gave pre-
sentations throughout the 
region on a variety of top-
ics, and was well known for 
his extensive work with local 
history, including re-enact-
ments of important historic 
figures associated with the 
Abolitionist movement in 
the Hudson Valley.

David served on the 
boards of both Putnam and 
Dutchess counties’ land-
marks preservation societ-
ies and for many years as an 
overseer of Old Sturbridge 
Village, a Massachusetts 
living history museum. He 
was the historian for the 
Village of Millbrook and 
Town of Washington and 
parish historian for St. Pe-
ter’s Episcopal Church in 
Lithgow, and served on the 
Dutchess County Historical 
Society. He was also an ex 
officio member of the Mill-
brook Historical Society 
and until recently chaired 
the Town of Washington’s 
Conservation Advisory 
Commission. Among his 
proudest achievements were 
contributing to the Museum 
in the Streets public history 
project in Millbrook, and co-
ordinating an annual historic 
calendar project for 28 years, 
celebrating the people, places 
and events throughout the 
community’s history. It was 
in recognition of the calen-
dar project that in 2022 the 

Association for Public Histo-
rians of New York State and 
the New York State Museum 
awarded him the Edmund J. 
Winslow Local Government 
Historian Award of Excel-
lence.

David was also an active 
member of Millbrook Rotary 
and he and Nan served for 15 
years as Inbound co-chairs 
on the Youth Exchange 
Committee for the 8-county 
Rotary District 7210 where 
they were responsible for se-
lecting, placing and oversee-
ing the experiences of inter-
national students who spent 
an academic year attending 
local high schools and living 
with local families. Attend-
ing Rotary conventions took 
them around the world to 
Europe, Asia, Australia and 
South America, as well as the 
US, Canada and Mexico.

In Millbrook the Green-
woods lived in one of the 
oldest houses in the village, 
built originally by Philip 
Hart circa 1800. There Da-
vid was surrounded by the 
antiques, art, books, and his-
toric maps and memorabilia 
that meant so much to him.

In May 2024 at the Mill-
brook Historical Society’s 
monthly meeting, he was 
honored by the society and 
by the Village of Millbrook 
and Town of Washington 
for his decades of service 
as local historian, and was 
presented with a plaque and 
a proclamation that May 16, 
2024 was designated David 
Greenwood Day in the Town 
of Washington.

David was predeceased by 
his parents and brothers. He 
is survived by his wife Nan 
and sons Calder and Wixon 
(Sibyl) and grandson Au-
gustus, nephews Shawn and 
Harold and niece Lisle.

David was a staunch be-
liever in supporting the lo-
cal community; accordingly, 
gifts in his memory would be 
appreciated at the Millbrook 
Historical Society, Millbrook 
Community Partnership, 
Dutchess Land Conservancy, 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem 
Studies, Millbrook Rotary 
Foundation, ShelterBox or 
a charity of your choosing.

A memorial service will 
be scheduled at a future date.

Alexandra (Winkelhorn) McClelland
CORNWALL — Alex-

andra Winkelhorn Mc-
Clelland, 77, of Cornwall, 
Connecticut, and formerly 
of Winchester, Massachu-
setts, passed away peaceful-
ly on Dec. 9, 2024. Born to 

Kai Winkelhorn and Sophie 
(Kutuzov) Winkelhorn on 
July 8, 1947, Alexandra was 
raised on the Upper East Side 
of Manhattan, where she 
graduated from the Night-
ingale-Bamford School and 
studied at the Art Students 
League of New York. Alexan-
dra was presented in 1965 at 
the Debutante Cotillion and 
the International Debutante 
Ball and later worked for 
Condé Nast. Known to her 
adoring grandchildren as 

“Nani,” she was a giving and 
generous person to all who 
knew her, enriching count-
less lives through her passion 
for art, travel, love of reading, 
and the gift of friendship. Al-
exandra is survived by her 
loving husband, Duncan 
McClelland, of 47 years; 
her children Kai Gray, and 
Nicholas McClelland; her 
cherished grandsons Holden 
Gray and Henry McClelland; 
and her sister Karin-Marie 
“Bibi” Winkelhorn.

Status 
Report
NORTH CANAAN 

— Carter Lotz recent-
ly completed his Fire 
Fighter 1 training 
course. Lotz has vol-
unteered with Canaan 
Fire Company for sev-
eral years and plans to 
continue serving the 
community as a vol-
unteer with his newly 
earned certificate. 

LAKEVILLE — A 
small dog was found 
roaming near St. Mary’s 
Church Dec. 28. The 
pup was wearing a col-
lar but no tags. Animal 
Control Officer Lee 
Sohl reported a happy 
ending as the dog was 
returned to its worried 
owners later that day.
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Donald Polk learned circular breathing by watching 
a YouTube video.

cation, including Klemens.
“There comes a time 

when you can only condi-
tion so many things before 
it becomes unreasonable,” 
said Klemens at the Dec. 12 
meeting. 

The commission thanked 
the applicant for its cooper-
ation throughout the pro-
cess, which included many 
revisions of its site plans as it 
responded to criticism from 
the commission and mem-
bers of the public.

“They put a great effort, 
and they were very under-
standing and cordial,” said 
commissioner Robert Riva. 

P&Z Vice Chair Cathy 
Shyer agreed: “Their com-
munication with the neigh-
bors was obviously terrific,” 
she said. “They were aiming 
for a quality product.”

During the meeting, both 
Klemens and commissioner 
Allen Cockerline suggested 
that it would be wise for the 
applicant to withdraw before 
any vote occurs so that they 
have the opportunity to re-
apply. 

Representatives of 
Aradev have not yet replied 
for comment or announced 
any plans for the group mov-
ing forward.

“The support has been 
overwhelming,” said Donny 
Polk, Donald’s father, con-
tinuing to say that the expe-
rience has “opened Donald’s 
eyes to the possibilities of 
music.” 

For his part, Donald — 
whose many interests in-
clude cooking, painting and 
theater — said he can now 
see himself “doing music in 
the long-term.”

Of particular fascination 
for Polk’s new legion of fans 
was his mastery of circular 
breathing, with many of the 
video’s comments expressing 
awe at his execution of the 
difficult technique. Circular 
breathing requires wind in-
strument players to use their 
cheeks as a sort of bellows, 
pushing air from the mouth 
while inhaling through the 
nose, creating an uninter-
rupted stream of air through 
the instrument. 

The technique is known 
to take months to properly 
grasp. For Donald, however, 
it came naturally. 

“I looked up a YouTube 
tutorial,” he said. “It didn’t 
take too long to learn.” 

To learn the piece itself, 
Polk utilized a practice rou-
tine taught to him by his 
middle school music teach-
er, Alicia Simonetti-Shpur. 
But Simonetti-Shpur insisted 
that all credit is due to Don-
ald.

“He is very motivated, he 
sets his own goals,” Simon-
etti-Shpur said, remarking 
that the viral performance 
has become a source of pride 
for all of Polk’s peers, who are 
“all paying attention to the 
view counts.”

Looking to garner even 
more views, Donald now 
plans to build a YouTube 
channel off his TikTok fame. 
Remaining humble even in 

Borduas tapped  
for Governor’s 
Health Care Cabinet
By Debra A. Aleksinas

Joanne Borduas, 
CEO of Community 
Health & Wellness Cen-
ter (CHWC), has been 
appointed by Gov. Ned 
Lamont to the 38-mem-
ber Health Care Cabinet 
(HCC) as a representative 
of community health cen-
ters across Connecticut.

Borduas will serve a 
four-year term ending in 
November 2028.

The HCC was created 
to advise the Governor 
and Lieutenant Gover-
nor alongside the Office 
of Health Reform & In-
novation on health-relat-
ed issues such as federal 
health reform implemen-
tation and development of 
an integrated healthcare 
system in Connecticut. 

The nonprofit CHWC, 
which operates health 
centers in North Ca-
naan, Winsted and Tor-
rington, serves more than 
7,000 patients and is the 
only Federally Quali-
fied Healthcare Center 
(FQHC) in the North-
west Corner providing 
comprehensive services.

In making the an-
nouncement on Nov. 21, 
Lamont credited Borduas 
for her extensive experi-
ence working within the 
healthcare community in 
Connecticut.

 “Her appointment to 
this group will provide 
valuable insight in our 
efforts to strengthen and 
improve our state’s health-
care system. I appreciate 
her willingness to serve as 
part of this cabinet.”

Borduas said she is 

honored by the appoint-
ment, and intends to be 
the voice for patients, staff 
and community health 
centers across the state in 
addressing the challenges 
faced in the health care 
industry.

“I’m looking forward 
to tackling challenges 
like the rural health care 
crisis, pharmaceutical 
pricing and Medicaid re-
imbursements.”

The cabinet, which 
meets bi-monthly, con-
venes working groups to 
make recommendations 
regarding the develop-
ment and implementa-
tion of service delivery 
and healthcare provider 
repayment reforms in-
cluding multi-payer ini-
tiatives, medical homes, 
electronic health records, 
pharmaceutical pric-
ing and evidence-based 
healthcare quality im-
provement.

Cabinet members in-
clude government offi-
cials, leaders in medical 
practice, insurance, labor 
representatives, small 
business leaders, mental 
health and addiction ser-
vices and public health.

Through this group, 
the committee will put 
forth recommendations 
to address key healthcare 
challenges through leg-
islation, funding initia-
tives or restructuring of 
current efforts according 
to the 2024 HCC report.

The report also details 
various subcommittees 
devoted to issues like the 
rural health care crisis, 
mental health and the 
affordability and accessi-
bility of urban health care.

PHOTO BY DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

From left, Ronica Doyen, Gema Juarez and Rebecca Malone prepared for a 
patient’s appointment at the North Canaan health center’s nursing station on a 
recent weekday afternoon. 

A ’great need’ for mental 
health services

It didn’t take long before 
the need became apparent, 
said the facility’s CEO.

 “In the surrounding 
towns we have had a great 
lack of primary care phy-
sicians over time, which 
had led to individuals liv-
ing with a high number of 
medical conditions, and 
there is clearly a great need 
for mental health services,” 
Borduas explained. “The 
acuity of illness in that area 
is tremendous.”

The Northwest Corner is 
home to an aging population, 
and Canaan, in particular, 
has a significant low-income 
population, said Borduas. 
Those factors, she noted, 
“contributed to what people 
could do for themselves.”

Responding to the need, 
she noted, “We did bring 
on an additional physician 
which was not part of the 
original plan.”

 Dr. Deborah Buccino, a 
board-certified pediatrician, 
was hired to enhance ad-
dressing pediatric needs for 
the community at the North 
Canaan facility. Borduas not-
ed that Buccino specializes 
in evaluating and treating 
children with autism, Atten-
tion-Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), anxiety, 
depression and other learn-
ing and behavior concerns.

The FHC is on track with 
its mission to offer integrat-
ed medical and behavioral 
health services aimed at ad-
dressing the region’s dearth 
of health care providers, 
limited access to care and 
transportation challenges 
impacting both financially 

stable families and those less 
fortunate.

“We are not just the doc-
tor’s office,” said Borduas. 
“Our mission is to be part of 
the community.”  As a recent 
example, CHWC recently 
hosted a sold-out Christmas 
show at the historic Colonial 
Theatre.

Aided by community 
partners

Since its inception de-
cades ago, the new health 
center has been aided by a 
coalition of community part-
ners to address what Bordu-
as describes as a “healthcare 
desert” in rural Northwest 
Connecticut.

Residents living in health-
care deserts may face inad-
equate access to primary, 
emergency, mental health, 
dental care and experience 
food insecurity.

Just recently, she said, the 
Northwest Corner’s largest 

employer, BD, awarded a 
$20,000 grant to the North 
Canaan health center. 

“We are using the funds 
to address social determi-
nants of health. We are go-
ing to use that grant mon-
ey to purchase gift cards at 
Stop&Shop so we can give 
them to individuals experi-
encing food insecurity.”

Through the use of the 
BD grant, another local em-
ployer, Lindell Fuels, Inc., 
will assist CHWC with pro-
viding fuel to families who 
need help keeping their 
homes warm this winter. 

 “We will supplement the 
cost for Lindell through the 
use of the grant dollars,” said 
Borduas. “It really has been a 
tremendous, generous gift.”

For now, the health cen-
ter’s goal is to take care of 
the community’s immedi-
ate needs, and in the early 
spring, CHWC plans to con-

duct an updated Community 
Needs Assessment. 

It has become clear that 
there are still healthcare 
gaps in the rural Northwest 
Corner.

“We are trying to educate 
the community that we are 
not an emergency walk-in 
clinic and that we operate by 
appointment only,” said Bor-
duas, who noted that even 
though people with urgent 
medical issues have not been 
turned away, that will not be 
possible to continue as the 
health center gets busier.

The closest urgent care 
center is in Torrington, she 
said, or for residents in the 
Sharon area, locations over 
the border in New York. The 
closest Emergency Rooms 
are at Sharon Hospital or 
Charlotte Hungerford Hos-
pital in Torrington.

“That speaks to the need 
that continues to exist there.”

the spotlight, Donald says 
he’ll continue to learn, chal-
lenge himself, and perform 
for others all because “it’s 
fun.”

The original recording of 

Donald’s performance can be 
found on Tamara’s TikTok 
page @maidenpaint. Don-
ald’s own YouTube channel 
can be accessed @Donald-
PolkIII-u8k. 

spent more than $1 million in 
legal fees fighting the insur-
ance company. “We’ve come a 
long way to get to this point. 
We’ve been operating in trail-
ers now since 2015.”

The plans include re-
building and reconfiguring 
the existing facility with new 
parking design and storm-
water management systems. 
The new building will have a 
sprinkler system. 

Hiltbrand stated there will 
be increased parking, but the 
impervious footprint on the 
property will be reduced 
compared to the existing de-
sign. By reworking the layout, 
he said, a natural buffer will 
be situated between the facil-
ity and the nearby wetlands.

The facility located at 
44 Kent Rd., which was de-
stroyed by fire in January 
of 2015, serves contractors 

throughout the region. The 
proposed building will house 
the hardware store that is cur-
rently located up the street at 
26 Kent Rd.

At present most of NBS’s 
orders are shipped via trucks, 
but Cohen is hopeful that a 
new showroom will bring 
more people in.

“The new building will 
have a new area for displays 
and kitchen cabinets,” Cohen 
said. “It will be a great, great 
facility for the building in-
dustry.”

Prior to the P&Z meeting, 
Cornwall Inland Wetlands 
and Water Courses Agency 
reviewed and approved the 
plans at its Dec. 3 meeting. 
Hiltbrand noted that Tor-
rington Area Health District 
has also signed off on the pro-
posal and septic system.

Hiltbrand said the proj-

ect will be built in phases and 
the business will remain open 
during construction. 

Work will begin with the 
office area, the parking lot 
and the septic field, Hiltbrand 
said. “Once the building up 
front is completed and that’s 
all done then we’ll work our 
way into the storage building 
in the back.”

Land use consultant Janell 
Mullen noted that despite in-
creased parking compared to 
the old design, the proposal is 
still 14 spaces shy of the min-
imum parking requirements 
per zoning regulations. 

“The current plans are less 
non-conforming than the 
previous plans were and that’s 
something that’s important 
to us as a commission,” said 
P&Z Chair Anna Timmel. 

Following review and 
discussion, Timmel moved 

to approve the application 
pending submission of aver-
age roof height calculations 
and impervious surface 
totals. The motion passed 
unanimously.

“You’ve done great work,” 
said Timmel.
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Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

Art and entertainment in 2024

Patrick Trettenero 
named Executive 
Director of � e 
Stissing Center

The Stissing Cen-
ter in Pine Plains 
announced the 

appointment of Patrick 
Trettenero as its new 
Executive Director. 
Trettenero, a seasoned 
storyteller with a diverse 
career in theater, � lm, 
television, and execu-
tive leadership, brings 
a wealth of experience 
to the role. His impres-
sive background spans 
multiple industries, 
including arts produc-
tion, creative direction, 
and fundraising. Having 
recently stepped down 
as President of the 
Board, Trettenero inti-
mately understands the 
needs of the arts center 
and will be a valuable 
asset as it continues to 
expand its o� erings and 
in� uence in the region.

A New York-based 
artist, Trettenero has 
made his mark in 
various creative roles. 
He has worked as an 
award-winning produc-
er, director, writer, and 
mentor, and has honed 
his skills on both sides 
of the Atlantic, with 

projects in New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, 
and the UK. Early in 
his career, he served as 
artistic director of Chi-
cago’s Cloud 42 theater, 
directing the premiere of 
“Late Night Catechism” 
which went on to stages 
in more than a dozen 
markets across the U.S. 
and UK, including its 
six-year O�  Broadway 
run at St. Luke’s � eater. 
His Broadway credits 
include investments in 
“Next to Normal,” “Hed-
wig and the Angry Inch,” 
“1984,” and “Kimberly 
Akimbo.” Trettenero 
also spent 20 years at 
NBCUniversal, leading 
the creative agency 
“Brandworks” and pro-
ducing Emmy-nominat-
ed telethons, branded 
content, and marketing 
campaigns. Most recent-
ly, he produced his � rst 
Broadway show, “Here 
Lies Love,” and only a 
month ago, closed an 
o� -Broadway show he 
produced called, “Kaf-
kaesque.”

Continued on next page

Whether ex-
ploring local 
farms, enjoy-

ing a summer concert, 
or attending an author 
talk, there was always 
something happening 
in the Northwest Corner 
in 2024 to inspire and 
engage. From live music 
and theater to seasonal 
recreational activities 
and art exhibitions, 
our community had 
no shortage of ways to 
connect, enjoy, and cel-
ebrate the creative and 
cultural life of the region. 

Here are some high-
lights from events 
covered by Compass, 
the Arts and Lifestyle 
section of � e Millerton 
News and � e Lakev-
ille Journal in the Art, 
Books, Food, Movies, 
Music, Recreation, and 
� eater categories.

ART
From Feb. 17 to 

March 29, the Sharon 
Historical Society hosted 
its annual juried art 
show with the theme 
“Let’s Dance.” � e ex-
hibit featured a range 
of works exploring the 
theme of dance across 
various artistic medi-
ums. 

Opening on May 18, 
Wassaic Project’s “Tall 
Shadows in Short Order” 
was an immersive art 
exhibition that featured 
large-scale, site-speci� c 
installations by 30 art-
ists. It o� ered a unique 
visual experience over 
several months and was 
a highlight of the sum-
mer arts scene. 

Held in Septem-
ber, � e Voice of Art’s 
(TVOA) Fine Art Festival 
di� ered slightly from the 
Litch� eld Art Festival 
which took place in May. 
� e September festival 
took place in Sharon 
and like the spring fest, 
celebrated the arts with 
a curated selection of 
works by artists from the 
northeastern U.S. Fea-
turing everything from 
paintings to jewelry, the 
festival was a must-at-
tend for art lovers.

In October, “SHEL-
TER” opened at the 
Royal Arcanum Building 

in Norfolk. Featuring 
work from fourteen area 
artists, the bene� t raised 
$20,000 for � e Gather-
ing Place in Torrington 
which provides essential 
services to the homeless 
across 26 towns in Litch-
� eld County. 

BOOKS
� e Salisbury and 

Kent Libraries host-
ed series of author 
talks throughout 2024, 
welcoming both local 
and internationally 
renowned authors to 
engage with the commu-
nity about their work. 
� ese events included 
Q&A sessions and book 
signings, providing an 
intimate setting for 
readers and writers to 
connect.

� e popular Author 
Series at � e White Hart 
Inn in Salisbury con-
tinued to bring in local 
and national writers to 

PHOTO BY ANNE DAY

Benjamin Hochman 
and friends at Music 
Mountain. 

Above, brunch 
at Troutbeck.

Left, the cast 
of Charlie 
Brown at 
Sharon 
Playhouse.

THEATER: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Continued on Page B3
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Patrick Trettenero in front of � e Stissing Center 
in Pine Plains.

2024 RECAP: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

speak about and read 
from their work. Local 
authors Eric Schnall 
and Roxana Robinson 
thrilled audiences with 
their new novels, and 
journalist Jonathan Alter 
was interviewed by John 
Hendrickson, senior 
editor at � e Atlantic 
magazine on his book, 
“American Reckoning.”

In July, culture writer 
Laura Van Straaten skill-
fully interviewed Mau-
rice Samuels, a distin-
guished professor at Yale 
University and director 
of its Program for the 
Study of Antisemitism 
on his new book on � e 
Dreyfus A� air at Con-
gregation Beth David in 
Amenia. 

In September, Susan 
Seidelman, writer and 
director of such classics 
as “Desperately Seeking 
Susan,” and “Smither-
eens,” visited as part 

of the Haystack Book 
Festival in Norfolk with 
a reading from her new 
memoir, “Desperately 
Seeking Something.”

 FOOD
Troutbeck’s executive 

chef, Vincent Gilberti, 
continued to delight 
visitors to the historic 
resort’s restaurant and 
even shared a recipe for 
Black Emmer Pancakes 
with readers of the pa-
per. � is dish is a staple 
dish of their brunch, 

Your nonprofit community news source needs  
your ongoing support to flourish.   

Please visit lakevillejournal.com/donate  
to give a donation of any size.

Thank you!

Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News
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At The 
Movies

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 01/03 > THU 01/09 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

BABYGIRL 
(First Friday Film Club - January 3 @ 12 PM)

MUFASA: 
THE LION KING

✴ LOVE MOVIES? BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!✴

A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN

WICKED

Sat. January 11 @ 7:00 PM

OH,CANADA
 +Q&A with Zach Shaffer

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Exhibit Opening January 17th
4-6 PM • Learning Center

Open weekends 11-4 until February 23rd.

COMPASS

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE FOR 

UPCOMING 
SHOWTIMES
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which relaunched in 
February.

Panacea opened in 
Amenia in the site of the 
long-beloved Serevan 
Restaurant to rave re-
views. Pastries by Hanna 
in North Canaan now 
o� ers sweet delights 
to go with your cup of 
co� ee at the wonderful 
Ilse Co� ee.

� e NECC began a 
new pop-up food market 
selling local vegetables 
and protein on a sliding 
scale. Robust discus-
sions about food ac-
cess in our region were 
ongoing and plans for a 
food market at Miller-
ton Square Plaza were 
revealed at year’s end.

Farmer’s markets 
such as the one in Sha-
ron, Millerton, Salisbury 
and elsewhere con-
tinued to provide the 
community with locally 
grown produce and a 
vibrant weekly gathering 
spot.

FILM
� e Triplex in Great 

Barrington o� ered 
screenings with spe-

cial Q&A sessions.  A 
screening of “I Am a 
Noise” included a guest 
appearance from the 
� lm’s subject, Joan Baez. 
� e theatre also hosted 
an election � lm series 
which included a screen-
ing of “Paving the Way,” 
about Geraldine Ferra-
ro’s legacy.

� e Norfolk Library 
� lm series included 
screenings of wonderful, 
independent � lms such 
as Michel Negreponte’s 
“Herd” and a documen-
tary � lm series called 
“Covering Con� ict.”

� e Moviehouse in 
Millerton hosted numer-
ous screenings and talk 
backs with � lmmakers 
and actors, as well as the 
second SOAR student 
� lm showcase.

MUSIC
From the blues of 

Robert Cray and Shem-
ekia Copeland at In� n-
ity Hall in Norfolk to 
the classical and jazz 
summer series at Music 
Mountain, our area was 
rich with musical o� er-
ings in 2024. 

In July, � e Litch� eld 
Jazz Series returned for 
its 29th year. � e Stissing 
Center in Pine Plains 
hosted many concerts 
of internationally re-
nowned musicians. 
� e Oldtone Roots 
Music Festival re-
turned to Hillsdale 

in September after 
forming a nonpro� t 
in 2023 and featured 
local and nationally 
touring acts. 

RECREATION
In May, the 24th 
annual Trade Secrets 
event raised funds for 
Project Sage. 2025 will 

be the 25th year of the 
fundraiser and sure 
to be full of botanical 
surprises.
� e annual Fall Fo-
liage Hike at Mount 
Riga drew hikers from 
the community to 
experience the vibrant 
autumn colors of the 
region’s natural land-
scape. � e guided hike 
provided stunning 
views and an oppor-
tunity to explore the 
outdoors.
� e Sharon Audubon 
Center and the Cary 
Institute of Ecolog-
ical Studies o� ered 
a variety of nature 
walks and educational 
programs throughout 
the year, allowing the 
community to connect 
with local wildlife and 
learn about conserva-
tion e� orts.

THEATER
� e Sharon Playhouse 
continued to be a 
central hub for theater 
in the region. Its 2024 
summer season fea-
tured a blend of classic 
plays and new works, 
drawing both theater 
enthusiasts and casual 
attendees for an en-
riching experience.
� e Copake Grange 
staged several pro-
ductions including 
World War II drama “A 
Shayna Maidel.”
-Our area’s vibrant 
cultural scene always 
o� ers a diverse array 
of arts, entertain-
ment, and lifestyle 
content—2024 was no 
exception.

Tangled Lines looks back on 2024
Tangled 
lines
PaTrick L. 
sullivan

It rained a lot in 2024, 
and then it didn’t. 

� at’s the Tangled 
Lines 2024 recap in a 
nutshell.

With recent changes 
in angling regulations in 
my two main stomping 
grounds, Connecticut 
and New York, the idea 
of “trout season” is now 
more of an idea than a 
legal reality.

Poor conditions, not 
regs, keep me inside. 
� is includes high water, 
low water, muddy water, 
and ice chunks � oating 
in high or low, possibly 
muddy water.

Let us not overlook 
the angler’s poor condi-
tion. In 2024 the Tangled 
Lines medical beat was 
established, and how.

Out in 2024: Ice 
cream. Chips. Bread. 
Pasta, unless it is made 
entirely from chickpeas, 
comes in an orange box 
and costs a lot more than 
the regular stu� . (Also 
— don’t overcook it. 
� e di� erence between 
al dente and al mush is 
about 12 seconds.)

In: Salad. Fields and 
� elds of…salad.

It’s been a tough slog. 
I am considering starting 
a nonpro� t advocacy 
group, the Society for 
the Suppression of Salad. 
We could march in the 
Memorial Day parade, 
waving styrofoam 
cheeseburgers.

But I did drop about 
30 pounds, and kept it 
o� .

A shout out to yoga 
mastermind Samantha 
Free of Millbrook Yoga. I 
described my lower back 
pain to her. She took one 
look at my feet and saw I 
was pronating.

Between deploying an 
inexpensive corrective 

insert in my shoes and 
the stretches and moves 
Sam showed me, I no 
longer stagger around 
like a decrepit man in his 
early 60s.

Now I lurch around 
like a klutz in his late 
50s. Might not seem like 
much, but I’ll take what I 
can get.

� e new and im-
proved me voyaged into 
the wilds of western 
New York at the end of 
April, catching the end 
of the steelhead run in 
the Salmon River in and 
around Pulaski.

I managed to land 
a steelhead. � e � sh 
struck me as a little tired 
out but I put it in the win 
column anyway, if only 
because I did it in the 
most o� hand manner 
possible short of sitting 
in a lawn chair on the 
bank with a bobber, a 
worm, and a piece of line 
tied to my foot.

I spent more time 
than usual this year 
prowling the Catskills 
outside of my usual 
Esopus watershed, with 
mixed results. 

And then everything 
dried up, except for one 
quick blast of rain in ear-
ly August that didn’t do 
much in Connecticut but 
brought the East Branch 
of the Delaware in New 
York up about three feet. 
� is was not helpful.

Switching to bass 
lake mode for August, 
I noticed a persistent 
pain in my right (casting) 
shoulder. 

At � rst I chalked it 
up to slinging gigantic, 
heavy � ies such as the 
Chupacabra, which is 
like casting a wet sock.

But it soon became 
clear that something was 
wrong. 

Hello, rotator cu� !
� e doc sent me to 

another low-key miracle 
worker, physical ther-
apist Mike Mangini in 
North Canaan, and I am 
pleased to report I can, 
once again, inform fellow 
motorists that they are 

Number One with a 
simple, rotator cu� -de-
pendent gesture.

I don’t believe in 
setting goals or making 
elaborate plans for � sh-
ing. Too often the goal is 
silly, like catching a big 
lunker largemouth with a 
one-weight rod. (It could 
be done, like tap-danc-
ing in roller skates, but 
why?).

Or the plan falls 
through because the 
fellow who was going 
to take me to the secret 
place disappears, leaving 
no forwarding address.

Instead, for 2025 I will 
concentrate on simple 
things. Getting better 
with longer, � ner leaders. 
Learning some form of 
two-handed cast without 
getting buried in minu-
tiae regarding shooting 
heads and grain weights.

And � nding ways 
to do more with less. I 
am tired of rummaging 
around in the pack or 
vest du jour, looking 
for the only � y that will 
work.

Because they all work 
— if you do it right.

PHOTO BY ANNE DAY
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...Trettenero
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As President of the 
Board at the Stissing 
Center for the last three 
years, Trettenero was in-
strumental in the growth 
and development of the 
organization. Tretten-
ero shared, “It was an 
amazing experience. 
I’m so glad I was able to 
contribute to the growth 
of the organization, but I 
needed to clear my plate 
to start a job search.”

Trettenero had his 
last board meeting 
as President in early 
December when, just a 
few days later, he got the 
call. “So, I get a call from 
the Board saying, ‘we’re 
going to make a change, 
would you do this?’” 

After a few days 
of contemplation, he 
accepted the role, ready 
to focus on the future of 
The Stissing Center. “I 
really need to focus on 
the future,” he explained. 
“The board felt confident 
that I had the skills to 
take on this role, and 
I’m excited about what’s 
ahead.”

Gwen Greene, the 
new President of the 
Board, shared, “Patrick 
worked side by side 
with Brett (Bernardini) 
during the latter’s tenure 
and is admired, respect-
ed, and beloved by our 
Pine Plains community. 
Going forward, I have 
no doubt we’ll do great 
things together for the 
community, for the arts, 
and for the amazing 
family that the Stiss-
ing Center has helped 
create.”

Though the center 
will have a period of 
adjustment, Trettenero 
is optimistic about the 
challenges and oppor-
tunities his new role 
presents. “It’s going to 
take a little while, but 
things are starting to 
calm down already,” he 
said. “Every transition 
is challenging, but I’m 
motivated by the love I 
have for this town and 
its people.”

Trettenero is com-
mitted to continuing the 
momentum of growth 
and ensuring that The 
Stissing Center remains 
a vibrant cultural hub 
for Pine Plains and the 
surrounding area. He 
emphasized the impor-
tance of balancing offer-
ings for local residents, 
weekend visitors, and 
tourists alike. “We’re 
not for everyone, but 
we’re for anyone. There’s 
always room at the table 
at The Stissing Center,” 
he said.

With the 2025 pro-
gramming already in 
place, Trettenero is 
focusing on increasing 
visibility and fundrais-
ing efforts. The first 
major event of the new 
season, “Fire and Ice,” 
will launch the season 
and offer a sneak peek 
at the diverse artistic 
programming to come. 
“It’s a chance for us to 
celebrate the exciting 
year ahead,” he said.

As he takes on the 
role of Executive Direc-
tor, Patrick Trettenero 
is focused on the long-
term vision: stabilizing 
and expanding the facil-
ity, fostering community 
partnerships, and raising 
the funds needed to 
complete critical infra-
structure projects.

“I’m excited, relieved, 
and yes, a little terrified,” 
Trettenero admitted 
with a smile. “I’m hoping 
that what I can do is 
continue the momen-
tum of growth and 
development and then, 
in a few years, hand it off 
to someone else to come 
in with a new perspec-
tive and a new approach, 
but always with the 
same mission, with the 
same focus on serving 
this community and 
this region.” Trettenero 
added, “I know I don’t 
have all the answers and 
I don’t pretend I’m going 
to be here forever, but at 
least for the foreseeable 
future.”
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION
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Millerton Moviehouse hosts cast 
Q&A for ‘Millers in Marriage’

The Movie House 
in Millerton 
hosted a spe-

cial screening of “The 
Millers in Marriage,” a 
film written and direct-
ed by Edward Burns. 
Burns and fellow actors 
Gretchen Mol, Campbell 
Scott, Benjamin Bratt 
and Brian d’Arcy James 
were in attendance and 
participated in a ques-
tion-and-answer panel 
after the screening. The 
panel was moderated by 
Mol’s husband, filmmak-
er Kip Williams. Audi-
ence members got to ask 
questions of the veteran 
actors of stage, film, and 
television. 

The film centers 
around the three Mill-
er siblings; played by 
Gretchen Mol as Eve, 
a former “indie rock” 
singer and song writer; 
Edward Burns as Andy, 
a painter; and Juliana 
Margulies, as Maggie, a 
writer. All three are over 
fifty, with the sisters 
facing empty nests after 
their children are grown. 
All three have problems 
in their marriages and 
are dealing with the 
death of their mother the 
year before. 

Kip Williams opened 
the question-and-an-
swer period by saying to 
Burns “I can’t think of 
another film about this 

PHOTO BY ROBIN RORABACK

Ed Burns, Gretchen Mol, and Benjamin Bratt on 
the red carpet at The Millerton Movie House on 
Dec. 21. They were there for a special screening of 
“Millers in Marriage” which Burns wrote, directed 
and acted in. All three costarred in the film. 

PHOTO BY L. TOMAINO

Far left: Filmmaker Kip Williams moderates the question and answer period of the special screening 
of The Millers in Marriage as the cast answers questions. Brian d’Arcy James, Campbell Scott, Ed 
Burns, Gretchen Mol, and Benjamin Bratt. Burns wrote and directed the film. 

FILM: ROBIN RORABACK

moment in life. It’s an 
original window. Thank 
you for that.” 

Burns said he chose 
that subject matter for 
that reason. “There are 
no films about us,” refer-
ring to people of “gener-
ation X” now being over 
fifty. “I am invisible now,” 
he said. “Our stories have 
no value now.” It was im-
portant to him to make 
a movie about this stage 
of life. 

Mol’s character, Eve, 
was just becoming 
successful when she 
got pregnant and gave 
up her career to marry 
her manager and raise 
their children. Now, she 
wonders if it is too late 
to start her career again. 
When a writer for a mag-
azine — played by Ben-

jamin Bratt — contacts 
her and reminds her of 
her past, his character 
acts as a catalyst for her 
to begin to think again 
about her music and her 
life. 

Mol said when she 
read the script it was 
like “a conversation I’ve 
been having with my 
friends.” She loved about 
her character that “she 
changed. She’s still on 
the journey.” 

Kip Williams com-
mented to Mol, “When 
I look into the eye of the 
character, I don’t recog-
nize you at all,” describ-
ing how completely she 
had been able to assume 
her role.

Campbell Scott plays 
Nick, husband of Mar-
gulies’ character. Scott 

said that as an actor, his 
challenge in the film was 
“How unattractive can 
we make this guy? How 
whiney? And still keep 
him human?” Nick is a 
writer struggling with 
writer’s block while his 
wife, also a writer, is fin-
ishing another book.

Bratt said of Camp-
bell’s performance, that 
it was “nuanced” and left 
him “wondering how he 
does what he does.” He 
admitted, “I have a des-
perately bad actor crush 
on Campbell Scott.”  

Brian d’Arcy James’ 
character, Dennis, is a 
caretaker who comes 
into play when the sib-
lings go to the country 
for the weekend. The 
panel said of his charac-
ter, “He’s an outlier, he 
lacks some moral struc-
ture. He opens things up 
and creates a problem.” 

Moderator Williams 
commented that the 
themes of aging, paren-
tal death, and surviving 
as artists were “delicately 
worked.” 

 Audience members 
remarked that the film 
was “So much fun to 
watch, great actors.” 
“Well crafted, melan-
choly.” “I wanted it to 
keep going.” 

Sharon Historical Society accepting  
art submissions for juried show

SHARON — Area art-
ists are invited to submit 
works to be considered 
for a juried exhibit at the 
Sharon Historical Society 
Gallery. The exhibit and 
sale, exploring the theme 
of “Memories” will open 
on Saturday, Jan. 18 and 
continue through Friday, 
March 7.

Original works in any 
medium may be submit-
ted for consideration, 
including Oil, Acrylic, 
Watercolor, Photography, 
Pastel, Ink, Graphite, 
Drawing, Print, Mixed 
Media, Sculpture, Assem-
blage, Fabric, Stone, Clay, 
Metal, and Digital.

The exhibit will align 
with the Historical So-
ciety Museum’s current 

exhibition titled “The 
Memories We Keep” that 
displays items from the 
museum’s collection 
of objects that provide 
connection with the lives 
of Sharon residents and 
therefore collective com-
munity memory.

Exhibit organizers 
indicate that artists’ 
works should conform to 
the theme of “Memories” 
by linking with a personal 
memory of love and loss, 
triumph and despair, 
humor and reflection, 
or whatever the theme 
inspires whether places, 
events or people that in-
habit the artist’s memory.

There is a non-refund-
able entry fee of $25 for 
up to two works, and 

$10 for each additional 
submission. The judging 
process will determine 
the choice of pieces to be 
exhibited and the cash 
prizes of $100, $75 and 
$50. Exhibit visitors will 
have the opportunity to 
vote for a “Crowd Pleas-
er” of their choice.

Artists must deliver 
their works to the histor-
ical society on Saturday, 
Jan. 11, between 10 a.m. 
and noon, although 
works will be accepted 
earlier by arrangement 
with the museum staff. 
Artists are also asked to 
submit high-quality pho-
tos of their works

For more information 
and entry forms, go to 
www.sharonhist.org.
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 JANUARY 3
First Friday Music

Congregational Church of 
Salisbury, 30 Main St., Salisbury, 
Conn.

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury 
will present its monthly 
First Friday Music in the 
Meeting House on Friday, 
Jan. 3 at 12 p.m. at 30 Main 
St., Salisbury. The Meeting 
House will open at 11:30 
a.m. This month’s program 
will feature tenor Richard 
Trey Smagur, winner of 
the 2017 Metropolitan 
Opera National Council 
Auditions, and praised for 
his “attractive lyric tenor” 
and “vivid presence” by 
Opera Today. Mr. Smagur 
will perform Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s song cycle, 
"An die Ferne Geliebte."  
David Baranowski will 
accompany on piano.

Live Animal Program
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Humans may wear 
layers and drink more 
hot chocolate in winter, 
but what strategies do 
wild animals use to get 
through the cold months? 
Learn about how our 
local wildlife stay warm in 
winter with props, games, 
and more during our 
LIVE animals program 
with White Memorial 
Conservation Center on 
Friday, Jan. 3, at 2 p.m. 
This program is free and 
open to the public.

 JANUARY 4
Twelve Moons Coffee 

House: Live Music & 
Open Mic
Twelve Moons Coffee House, 
24 Main St., Falls Village, Conn.

Enjoy an evening of live 
music and open mic 
on Jan. 4. Doors open 
at 6 p.m., and the open 
mic is at 6:30 p.m. Erin 
Ash Sullivan, an award-
winning New England 
singer/songwriter, 
performs from 8 to 9 pm. 
Her new album Signposts 
and Marks debuted at #4 
on the FAI Folk DJ chart. 
BYO dinner and drinks or 
enjoy coffee, tea, and fresh 
baked goods.

 JANUARY 10
Banned Book Club

David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Friday, Jan. 10 at 4 
p.m. the David M. Hunt 
Library and the Falls 
Village Equity Project 
will host a Banned Book 
Club. This month we will 
be discussing the book 
"My Sister's Keeper" by 
Jodi Picoult. Copies of the 
book are available at the 
library. This group is open 
to anyone high school 
aged and older.

Lunch and Learn at 
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 10 
Upper Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibrary.org

Beginning Jan. 10, join us 
on the second and fourth 
Fridays of every month 
for a nutritious lunch 
and a variety of activities 
including movies, chair 
yoga, Qigong, crafts, 
Scrabble, cards, and more! 
The program runs through 
September 2025, with 
activities changing each 
session. Pre-registration 
required; limited to 12 
participants per session. 
Register for January 10: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/13742089 
Register for January 24: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/13742094 
For more info, call 
(860) 364-5041 or visit 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.
org.

 JANUARY 11
Hotspot: Paintings by Kit 

White
Cornwall Library, 30 Pine St., 
Cornwall, Conn. cornwalllibrary.
org

Cornwall Library presents 
Hotspot, an exhibition 
of dramatic paintings by 
Kit White, inspired by 
California wildfires and 
climate change. Featuring 
White's innovative 
technique of embedding 
photographs in oil paint, 
the works offer a powerful, 
layered response to the 
apocalyptic imagery of 
wildfire and memory. 
Kit White, a New 
York-based artist and 
writer, has exhibited 
widely, including 
at the Guggenheim 
Museum, and is known 
for his exploration of 
photography’s impact 
on our perception of the 
world. 
The exhibition will be on 
view from Jan. 11 to Feb. 
22. There will be an Artist’s 
Reception on Saturday, 
Jan. 11, 5 to 7 p.m. 
(Registration requested: 
cornwalllibrary.org/
events)

Connecticut's Foxes
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Join Ginny Apple, Master 
Wildlife Conservationist, 
on Jan. 11 at 1 p.m. for a 
talk about Connecticut's 
two species of fox: the 
Red Fox and the tree-
climbing Grey Fox. Learn 
about their roles in the 
ecosystem and their 
fascinating behaviors. Free 
and open to the public. 
For more info, visit 
huntlibrary.org or call 
(860) 824-7424.

 JANUARY 16
Virtual Author Talk

Online.

Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, in collaboration 
with Essex Library 

Association and Darien 
Library, to announce a 
Virtual Author Talk with 
Betsy Lerner on Thursday, 
Jan. 16 at 6:30 p.m. Author 
Betsy Lerner will delve 
into her debut novel, 
“Shred Sisters." Spanning 
two decades, "Shred 
Sisters" is an intimate and 
bittersweet story exploring 
the fierce complexities 
of sisterhood, mental 
health, loss and love. If 
anything is true it’s what 
Amy learns on her road 
to self-acceptance: No 
one will love you more 
or hurt you more than a 
sister. Register online at 
youressexlibrary.org or by 
calling the Library at (860) 
767-1560.

 JANUARY 18
Love to Dance Party

Copake Grange, 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y.

On Jan. 18, from 7 to 9:30 
p.m., warm up this at the 
Copake Grange LOVE TO 
DANCE night (all songs 
include LOVE or DANCE.)  
The dance is at 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y. (right 
behind Clock Tower 
Pub & Grill). Admission 
is FREE ($5 suggested 
donation), refreshments 
available, BYOB . Guests 
are encouraged to bring a 
non-perishable food item 
or hygiene product for 
donation to the Roe Jan 
Food Pantry & Taconic 
Hills Schools’ Care Closet  
Submit a suggested dance 
tune that includes the 
word “LOVE” or “DANCE”. 
Go to tinyurl.com/
JanuaryDance

 JANUARY 19
Classic Film Series 

Presentation: 
"Mississippi Burning"
Copake Grange, 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y.

On Sunday, Jan. 19, at 3:30 
p.m., in conjunction with 
Martin Luther King Day, 
Copake Grange will show 
"Mississippi Burning." This 
film, based on true events, 
is a fictionalized version 
of the FBI's search for the 
killers of three civil rights 
workers in the South 
in 1964. Starring Gene 
Hackman, Willam Dafoe 
and Frances McDormand, 
it was directed by Alan 
Parker and won an 
Academy Award for 
best cinematography. 
Grange Classic Film Series 
organizer, Lenny Barham, 
will provide commentary 
and insights about the 
film. Movie admission by 
donation. Stay after the 
movie for dinner - soup, 
salad and dessert for 
$10. Vegetarian options 
available.
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COMPASS

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Americans’ “uncle”
 4. Chair
 8. Ancient kingdom
 10. Egyptian city
 11. Alaskan glacier
 12. One from Somalia
 13. Ancient alphabets
 15. Relating to 

vocabulary
 16. Small mongrels
 17. Natural settings
 18. Weekend 

entertainments
 21. Line from which 

light seemingly 
streams

 22. Your own private 
code

 23. Swiss river
  24. Satisfaction
 25. A person’s brother 

or sister
 26. Folk singer 

DiFranco
 27. � e Blonde 

Bombshell
 34. Kids’ school 

project
 35. Bluish greens
 36. Classifying
 37. Cube-shaped
 38. Choo-choos
 39. Indian religious 

god of dissolution
 40. French 

department
 41. Leak into 

gradually
 42. Foundation
 43. Midway between 

south and southeast

CLUES DOWN
 1. Counterbalancing 

debt
 2. In slow tempo
 3. Glamorous city
 4. Japanese lute
 5. Makes law
 6. Informative book

 7. Animal’s body part
 9. American playwright
 10. Blood poisoning
 12. Angels
 14. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
 15. Written account
 17. Unwelcome pest
 19. Saddle horses
 20. Type of gibbon
 23. Delta is one
 24. NE Massachusetts 

cape
 25. Soup cracker
 26. Yes vote
 27. Muddy ground
 28. Physics apparatus 

(abbr.)
 29. Type of drug

Dec. 19 and 26 Solution

Dec. 19 and 26 
Solution

Sudoku

 30. German city
 31. Animal disease
 32. Martini 

ingredients
 33. Get away
 34. Spanish 

municipality
 36. � rust a knife into

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Ctrl+V

2. Slow-cooked meat

4. Ironman’s alter ego

5. Welcome to 2025

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Step to climb

L           U           N           A          R

P            I            L           O          T

O           L           L            I            E

H           O          L            L           Y

J             O          L            L           Y

A group of 20 or so 
patrons of the 
Scoville Memo-

rial Library took a tour 
through the nooks and 
crannies of the building 
on Friday evening, Dec. 
20.

The tour was a repeat 
of last year’s tour, but 
everybody who showed 
up was new to it.

There were fewer 
staffers on hand due to 
the snow that was falling 
at show time. Karen 
Vrotsos, the head of 
adult programs, stood in 
for library director Karin 
Goodell. Also leading 
groups were volunteers 
David Rogers and Macey 
Levin, and the latest 
addition to the staff, 
children’s librarian Kyla 
DeRisi.

Vrotsos took a group 
to the director’s office, 
where they admired 
the portrait of Andrew 
Warner — one of the 
founders of Hartford — 
and heard how a long 
shot inquiry from a 
descendant led to the 
portrait turning up in 
the library’s holdings.

Then it was up the 
narrow spiral staircase 
to a room that holds 

Scoville unveils renovated building
COMMUNITY: PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

the original books that 
made up the library’s 
initial collection.

The books are small, 
fragile, and lean heavily 
toward religion and mor-
ally uplifting subjects.

There is also a sword, 
which might have been 
made in France in the 
1770s and exported to 
the American colonies 
for use in the Revolu-
tion.

Moving to the read-
ing room, Macey Levin 
reminded the younger 
members of the group 
that it used to be the 
children’s section, direct-
ed the group’s attention 
to the stone carving in 
the wall — from Salis-
bury Cathedral in En-
gland — the Oak Room 

(aka the Kobler Room 
or the Tower Room) and 
the map on the wall in 
an alcove showing the 
old 14 school districts 
within Salisbury.

In the basement, 
DeRisi pointed out a dis-
play of miniature books 
donated by the late 
Whitney North Seymour. 
The display was once in 
the main room of the 
library, was stowed away 
in the director’s office, 
and was then relocated 
downstairs during the 
most recent renovation.

There are also bound 
copies of the Lakeville 
Journal.

Upstairs under the 
bells, Rogers explained 
why the group could 
not go up the “rickety” 
ladders to see the actual 
bells. (Answer: insur-
ance).

Rogers said the 
“Parsifal Peal” used by 
the library for its bells is 
based on Richard Wag-
ner’s “Parsifal” opera 
and as far as he knows 
is the only bell tower in 
the United States that 
plays it.

He then obliged by 
playing it on his saxo-
phone.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Kyla DeRisi with bound 
copies of The Lakeville 
Journal.
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To view all the news 
and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal 

and The Millerton 
News each week, go to 

our websites at  
lakevillejournal.com 

and  
millertonnews.com

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

FREE!
FREE: bunkbed/2 Twin Beds 

includes mattresses. Good 
condition. Pick up in Sharon. 
917-207-8424.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or

LIVE VIRTUAL FACTORY TOUR 
Wednesday, January 8, 2025 

5:30 pm

REAL ESTATE
: intention to make any such 

preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 

REAL ESTATE
:rental of a dwelling that 

indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

MAY ALL WHO SEE AND READ THIS WEEK’S AD BE SAFE AND HAPPY  
ON INTO 2025. KEEP AN EYE ON BOTH OUR WEEKLY AND MONTHLY ADS  

FOR NEW PROPERTIES THAT WE WILL HAVE.

10 acres, remote, with power, well off the highway, 
stunning views, mountain stream with possible pond 
area. Extremely private. AGENT OWNED.  OFFERED 
AT $550,000.   

5.9 acres, comprised of 2 tax lots set along both a 
wonderful brook, and the Rail Trail, view, a quick, 
walk-to-village convenience. Ideal for a single home or 
compound. OFFERED AT $425,000.

A WONDERFUL HILLSIDE LOT UNIQUE CENTER OF SALISBURY VILLAGE
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By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE — In 
2024, Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School athletes 
succeeded in every season.

Girls basketball set the 
tone early. The junior varsi-
ty squad won a mid-season 
tournament against regional 
teams. HVRHS took down 
Dover High School, North-
western High School and 
Indian Mountain School to 
claim victory.

The girls varsity basket-
ball team carried the team’s 
success into the postseason 
with an upset victory over 
Nonnewaug High School 
in the quarterfinal round of 
the Berkshire League Tour-
nament. HVRHS’s Kylie 
Leonard locked down Non-
newaug’s star Ireland Starzis-
ki from start to finish to help 
secure the win.

In the spring, girls varsi-
ty lacrosse continued with a 
championship appearance 
in the Western Connecticut 
Lacrosse Conference tour-
nament. The Mountaineers 
lost a nailbiter 13-12 to St. 
Paul Catholic High School. 
Marissa Zinke, Lola Clayton, 
Lou Haemmerle and Sophie 
Nason were each selected 
to the All-Berkshire League 
team.

Track and field athletes 
took strides later in the 
spring at the Class S state 
meet. Kyle McCarron placed 
3rd in the 1600-meter run 
and 4th in the 3200-meter 
run. Ava Segalla and Antho-
ny Labbadia each placed in 
the high jump in 2nd and 5th 
respectively. 

When summer rolled 
around, HVRHS swung in 
the off-season with a champi-
onship victory in the regional 
Babe Ruth League summer 
baseball tournament. The 
team, composed of Moun-
taineers aged 13 to 16, de-
feated Barkhamsted 6-5 at 
Veterans’ Field Aug. 1.

“I don’t care if we’re up by 
10 or down by 10, they’ve got 
the same look on their face. 
That’s what distinguishes a 
champion from an ordinary 
player,” said Coach John 
Conklin after the win.

When school was back 
in session, the success kept 
coming. 

Both boys and girls varsi-
ty soccer teams qualified for 

Another year of cheers for the Mountaineers

Class S postseason tourna-
ments. The girls earned the 
best regular season record 
in the Berkshire League at 
13-2-1. For the boys, Man-
ny Matsudaira was selected 
All-Berkshire League and 
for the girls, Ava Segalla, 
Mia Dodge and Lola Clayton 
earned the league honors.

In cross country, HVRHS 
was well represented in the 
Class S meet in Manchester 
Saturday, Oct. 26. The Moun-
taineers had seven boys and 
six girls attend. HVRHS se-
niors Kyle McCarron and 
Gabi Titone both earned 
all-state status and qualified 
for the State Open Meet. 

HVRHS volleyball quali-
fied for the Class S state tour-

nament this fall and sopho-
more Sydney Howe earned 
All-Berkshire League team 
recognition. 

As winter sports get un-
derway, hopes are high for 
varsity basketball. For the 
boys team, the full starting 
line up from last year is re-
turning along with several 
newcomers. The girls will 
look to continue previous 
success despite the loss of 
senior captains Anne Moran 
and Haley Leonard.

A new sport was add-
ed for the winter season in 
2025: indoor track. HVRHS’s 
running talent will stay active 
through the cold with several 
invitational meets during the 
season.

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Upper left, Tyler Roberts recovered an 
onside kick late in the GNH game against 
Torrington Sept. 28. Above, HVRHS 
played St. Paul Catholic High School in 
the WCLC championship lacrosse game 
May 21. Left, the boys soccer bench took 
in the game against Torrington Sept. 18 
beneath a vibrant sunset.

Above, Kyle McCarron (leader) competed in the 
State Open track meet 1600-meter run June 3. 
Below, Jesse Bonhotel split the Terryville defense.

Above, Anne Moran slid safely into third base in softball. 
Below, HVRHS soccer congratulated Ava Segalla for 
scoring against Thomaston soccer Oct. 17.

Kylie Leonard battled Ire-
land Starziski from start 
to finish in the Berkshire 
League quarterfinal Feb. 16.
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CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Waste Management

Tree Service

TV Service

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

West Cornwall, CT
860-790-0671

cmcarting@gmail.com
www.cmcartingsolutions.com

JUNK REMOVAL  
DUMPSTER RENTAL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com
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