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Local power: Norfolk’s 
link to Jimmy Carter’s 
White House solar panels

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Tom Strumolo of Norfolk, 
founder Energy General LLC, 
was on the crew that installed 
solar panels on the roof of the 
White House for President 
Jimmy Carter in 1979.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ED BUTLER

1979: President Jimmy Carter standing next to chief engineer 
Gordon Priess, Rick Schwolsky on the left foreground, and Ed 
Butler on the right, checking out the newly installed solar panels 
on the roof of the White House.

By Jennifer Almquist

NORFOLK — In 1979, at the 
height of a national energy crisis 
when OPEC countries limited 
the flow of oil to the West, U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter began a 
federal initiative to jumpstart the 
development and use of alternative 
energy. The goal of “Solar Ameri-
ca” was that 20% of America’s en-
ergy would be renewable by the 
year 2000. Carter had solar panels 
installed on the roof of the White 
House to heat the water used in 
the West Wing. 

Norfolk’s Tom Strumolo was on 
the original team that installed the 
32 solar panels. He was part of a 
band of young, long-haired New 
England solar energy mavericks 
who made history. 

As a recent Yale graduate, Stru-
molo was working in the new 
Energy Department in Hartford 
where he met Gordon Priess from 
Mystic, Connecticut. He was “a 
heat transfer guy who designed 
water heaters, and became chief 
engineer of the White House 
project,” according to Strumolo. 
They learned the White House was 
taking bids for a big solar instal-
lation, and their $50,000 bid was 
accepted.  

Ed Butler, a Connecticut na-
tive, joined the crew. Butler and his 
partner Rick Schwolsky founded 
Sunrise Solar Services in Vermont 
in 1976. They gathered friends 

with skills necessary for the 
project. Students from a Groton, 
Connecticut, technical school 
welded the steel framework. They 
transported it to DC on a flatbed 
truck. The General Services Agen-
cy (GSA) installed 1” plywood to 
protect the entire White House 
lawn. A massive crane rolled in 
to lift the entire structure to the 
roof of the West Wing.

Strumolo laughed, recalling 
that security was very tight. “Our 
Secret Service detail told us ‘We 
shoot to kill,’ so we did not mess 
around.” They had sniffer dogs 
checking them out each day. 
When President and First Lady 
Rosalynn Carter climbed to the 
roof for an official photograph, 
Strumolo warned the President 
the paint was still wet on the 

New CT laws take effect: 
Paid sick leave, absentee 
ballots, coerced debt

By Gabby DeBenedictis
CT Mirror

Legislation concerning student 
loan repayment assistance, paid 
sick days and absentee ballots are 
among over a dozen laws that took 
effect in Connecticut on Jan. 1.

Laws are passed by the Con-
necticut General Assembly during 
each year’s legislative session or in a 
special session. They typically take 
effect on Jan. 1, July 1 or Oct. 1.

Here are some of the new laws 
that were implemented when the 
new year began.

Paid sick days
Legislation passed in 2024 ex-

pands Connecticut’s paid sick leave 
law beginning Jan. 1 by applying it 
to more employers and broadening 
the definition of a “family member” 
and the circumstances that qualify 

for sick time.
As of Jan. 1, employers with at 

least 25 employees will be required 
to offer paid sick days. That em-
ployee count will lower to 11 in 
2026 and then to one on Jan. 1, 
2027.

Seasonal workers — those who 
work 120 days or fewer in any year 
— will remain largely exempt.

Employees can use sick time to 
care for a family member, and the 
law expands the definition of “fam-
ily member” to include a sibling, 
parent, grandparent, grandchild, 
or an individual whose “close as-
sociation the employee shows to 
be equivalent to those family re-
lationships.”

Previously, the law had only cov-
ered care for children and spouses.

Additionally, the new law cov-
ers employees who use sick leave 

because of the closure of their 
workplace or a family member’s 
school or place of care due to a 
public health emergency, and when 
an employee or family member is 
deemed at risk to others after being 
exposed to a communicable illness.

Absentee ballot 
application changes

A new law requires that absen-
tee ballot applications be clear-
ly marked with the specific year 
they’re valid for, and prohibits 
applications and ballots without 
the year noted on them from being 
distributed or used.

The law also puts tighter regula-
tions on absentee ballot application 
requests, prohibiting town clerks 
from giving a person five or more 
ballot applications if the date they 

Norfolk’s newest eatery ‘a welcome 
addition to our community’

PHOTO BY ROBIN RORABACK

Marinelle Crippen, left, chats with David Gourley as he waits 
for his made-to-order omelet at ICBX in Norfolk.  Miranelle 
takes care of the counter while her husband, Peter, does the 
cooking.  Gourley called the ICBX “a wonderful meeting place 
and a welcome addition to our community.”

By Robin Roraback

NORFOLK — Tasty food, cof-
fee and a friendly atmosphere are 
drawing people to the ICBX, a new 
café offering breakfast and lunch. 

The ICBX, so named in hon-
or of Norfolk being known as the 
Icebox of Connecticut, opened on 
Monday, Dec. 2, after many delays 
in the installation of an exhaust 
system. 

“Something you’d think would 
take two weeks, ends up taking 
three months,” café co-owner Peter 
Crippen said.  In this case it took 
much longer than three months, 
closer to two years. He said the big-
ger companies kept pushing back 
the job in favor of bigger jobs. Fi-

Salisbury welcomes Simmons as Clerk
By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — It’s official. Kris-
tine Simmons is the town clerk in 
Salisbury.

She took over in December 
following the retirement of Patty 
Williams, who served as town clerk 
for 21 years. 

A Lakeville Journal reporter 
stopped by Town Hall before the 
holidays.

Simmons and the new assis-
tant town clerk, Jada Wilson, were 
running a little late returning from 

lunch because of an accident on 
Route 44.

They were accompanied by Levi 
Simmons, who had a half day at 
school, and Tito Wilson, a German 
Shepherd puppy with photogenical-
ly floppy ears.

Simmons is a native of North 
Canaan and her brother is North 
Canaan Selectman Craig Whiting.

She graduated from Housaton-
ic Valley Regional High School in 
1997, where she was prominent in 
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Kristine SimmonsSee SOLAR, Page A6 See TOWN CLERK, Page A6

See ICBX, Page A6

See LAWS, Page A6
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In The Journal this week

Online This Week
HVRHS Honor Roll
Principal Ian Strever released the 2024-25 first 
quarter honor roll. More at lakevillejournal.com 

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. 
All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Car strikes fallen tree
on New Year’s Day

Early in the morning on 
Jan. 1, Fortunella Indome-
nico, 40, of Newington was 
traveling westbound on 
Route 4 in Sharon. Driving 
a 2017 Nissan Pathfinder, In-
domenico was navigating a 
curve during rainy and foggy 
conditions when she struck 
a fallen tree in the roadway. 
The car remained operable, 
and Indomenico was able 
to drive the vehicle to her 
destination of the Sharon 
Health Center. Indomenico 
was uninjured, but noticed 
fluid leakage and employed 
AAA service to tow the ve-
hicle.

Car flips on snowy roads
At approximately 10 p.m. 

on Jan. 1, a 2012 Dodge Ram 
was traveling north on Route 
272 in Norfolk amongst slip-
pery conditions. While nego-
tiating a right curve, due to 
the snow-covered road, the 
tires lost traction with the 
asphalt and began to slide 
across the roadway. The driv-
er, Rory Distin, 21, of Tor-
rington, began to oversteer 
in an attempt to correct the 
slide, and the vehicle rolled 
onto its left side. The vehicle 
was disabled by the crash, 
and had to be towed from 

the scene. Distin was unin-
jured, though he was issued 
a written warning for failure 
to maintain lane.

Second car strikes fallen
Late in the evening on 

Jan. 1, Joseph Bartlett, 19,  of 
Amenia was traveling west-
bound on Route 4 in Sha-
ron in a 2017 Ford Taurus. 
Just before 11 p.m., Bartlett 
rounded a curve and saw a 
downed tree blocking the 
roadway. Unable to stop in 
time, the vehicle collided 
with the tree. Bartlett was 
uninjured, and the vehicle 
was driven from the scene 
with minor damage.

Disturbance at White Hart 
Shortly after midnight on 

Jan. 2, the Salisbury’s Resi-
dent State Trooper respond-
ed to a call of an unwanted 
party at the White Hart Inn. 
After arriving at the scene, 
Trooper Veras arrested Se-
gundo Lalvay, 51,  of Miller-
ton, charged with criminal 
trespass in the 2nd degree 
and interfering with an offi-
cer. Lalvay was unable to post 
a $1,000 cash or surety bond, 
and was scheduled to appear 
at Torrington Court GA 18 
on Jan. 3.

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Contact us by mail at 
P.O. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 
06039, Attn: Police Blotter, or 
send an email, with “police 
blotter” in the subject line, to 
johnc@lakevillejournal.com

By Christine Bates

CORNWALL — The most 
recent two months, October 
and November, based on 
transfers as recorded by the 
Town Clerk, show Cornwall’s 
median home prices contin-
ue to rise. Four properties 
were transferred in these 
two months — above aver-
age for Cornwall which has 
yearly sales of fewer than 20. 
Median sales prices on single 
family residences on a rolling 
12-month basis as tracked 
by Smart MLS indicate that 
Cornwall reached another 
all-time median price high 
in November of $1,115,000. 

At the end of December 
there were eight residential 
properties for sale, four for 

Cornwall prices keep going up
$575,000 or less and four for 
over one million dollars.

October and November 
Cornwall recorded sales

19 Wright Hill Road — 3 
bedroom/2 bath house on 5.6 
acres sold by Heidi R. Ste-
fanski, Heidi M. Rick and 
Michael A. Stefanski to Ju-
lia Catherine Anderson and 
Zachary Steven Bucek for 
$777,000 on Nov. 14, 2024.

275 Dibble Hill Road — 
2 bedroom/4 bath hillside 
house sold by Robert Alan 
Southern to Stephen Skow-
ron and James Seuss for 
$1.91 million on Nov. 18, 
2024.

82 Sharon Goshen Turn-
pike — 4 bedroom/4 bath an-
tique home sold by Bank of 
America Trustee for Estate of 

Charles and Isabelle Cabot to 
Sarah Blodgett and Michael 
Hilbig for $660,000 on Oct. 
17, 2024.

435 Town St. — 2 parcels 
including a 3 bedroom/3 
bath house on 21 acres sold 
by Ralph Sawyer Junior to 
John Enquist for $1,108,748.

* Town of Cornwall real es-
tate transfers recorded as sold 
between Oct. 1 and Nov. 30, 
2024, provided by the Corn-
wall Town Clerk. Transfers 
without consideration are 
not included. Current market 
data courtesy of SmartMLS 
and InfoSparks. Compiled by 
Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Salesperson with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in CT and NY.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILLIAM MELNICK, ELYSE HARNEY REAL ESTATE

The iconic midcentury retreat at 275 Dibble Hill in Cornwall was designed by 
Harry R. dePalo in 1955. With luxurious finishes, terraced gardens and panoramic 
views it sold for $1,190,000.

PHOTO PROVIDED

First baby of 2025
Sharon Hospital’s first newborn of the year arrived Jan. 
2 at 4 a.m. Jackie Hamish Fichera was born to parents 
Amelia and Jeff Fichera of Copake, N.Y. Her older 
sister, Frankie, 2, was also born at Sharon Hospital.

By Alec Linden

SHARON — The Sharon 
Housing Trust will host an 
informational meeting on 
Sunday, Jan. 12 from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. to review the Trust’s 
recent accomplishments, dis-
cuss upcoming projects, and 
highlight the importance of 
bringing affordable housing 
options to town. The meeting 
will occur at the Bok Gallery 
on the Sharon Playhouse 
campus, at 49 Amenia Rd., 
and will be free of charge and 
open to all.

Two recent achievements 
will be discussed. First, the 
recent donation of a parcel 
of land to build a single-fam-
ily affordable home. Second, 
the repayment of a $100,000 
bridge loan, as announced 
in a Jan. 3 press release from 
SHT.

The parcel of land is lo-
cated within the Silver Lake 
Shores neighborhood near 
Mudge Pond, and will be de-
veloped to reflect the charac-
ter of other nearby homes. 
The Trust hopes to begin 
construction this year, pend-
ing funding. In the press re-
lease, the Trust identified this 
type of affordable housing as 
“scattered site.” The land was 
gifted anonymously, and the 
Trust thanked the donor for 
their generosity.

Also donated anony-
mously was the $100,000 
bridge loan, which the Trust 
received in June 2023 to aid 
the purchase of three adja-
cent buildings at 91, 93 and 
95 North Main St. The Trust 
thanked those who offered 
private donations which en-
abled the repayment. The 
Trust has an option from 
the town to lease an adjacent 
building on North Main St., 
which would enable the con-

Sharon Housing 
Trust acquires 
land for new 
affordable home

struction of a unified afford-
able housing campus.

In the press release, Trust 
President Richard Baumann 
stated, “It is a testament to the 
generosity and community 
spirit of Sharon’s residents, 
foundations and businesses 
that the Housing Trust has 
been able to accomplish so 
much this year. We already 
provide affordable housing to 
tenants, we are poised to start 
renovations for our planned 
four-building campus on 
North Main Street, and we 
now have a new parcel on 
which to build a single-fam-
ily, scattered-site affordable 
house. We are grateful for the 
enthusiastic support we have 
received from all corners.”

Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association (SWSA) has an-
nounced the completion of 
its $100,000 grant challenge 
and thanks everyone who 
contributed.

In October, an anony-
mous foundation had offered 
to grant $100,000 if SWSA 

SWSA reaches $100K fundraising goal
could raise an additional 
$100k. The fundraising ef-
fort was completed just be-
fore year’s end.

“All of us at SWSA want 
to thank all of the individ-
uals and businesses and 
foundations who combined 
to make this challenge grant 

successful” said SWSA pres-
ident Ken Barker. “It took 
the generosity of hundreds 
of people, with checks large 
and small, to reach our goal.”

Groundwork has begun 
for the new 36 meter jump 
with completion scheduled 
for spring.

The Falls Village Children’s 
Theater will hold auditions for 
its Spring Production of Dino-
saurs Before Dark, based on 
the beloved Magic Tree House 
book by Mary Pope Osborne. 
This opportunity is open to 
children in grades K through 
8, offering both onstage and 

backstage roles.
Join our supportive theater 

community and develop skills 
in acting, singing, dancing, art, 
and teamwork. No experience 
is required, and every partici-
pant is guaranteed a part.

Auditions will take place 
Saturday, Jan. 25 from 1 to 

3 p.m. at 103 Main St, Falls 
Village. Deadline to sign up 
is Jan. 17.

Performances will be 
March 28, 29 and 30.

For more information and 
to sign up for auditions, visit 
www.thecenteronmain.org/
spring-production

Falls Village Children’s Theater to host auditions
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In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order  
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to LJMN Media.

We operate as a 501 (c)(3); donations are tax deductible.

Why support local news?
Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Scan to donate online.

Since becoming a nonprofit, what’s kept The Lakeville Journal  
and The Millerton News going are the thousands of loyal readers and 
advertisers who value both publications as the most reliable sources  

of information in our area, and the generous donations 
 from people like you and your neighbors.

Here’s what your neighbors are saying about why 
they value The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News

Please consider donating today.   
 Visit lakevillejournal.com/donate or millertonnews.com/donate,  
or mail a check to The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News, 

64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031.

We get it 
every week.  It 

keeps me in 
the loop about 
what is going 
on up here.  I 
would never 
not have it.

JIMMY 
AYOUB

“I’ve been reading The Millerton 
News since we moved here 60 
years ago. I check all the latest 
school board news and other 
local government meetings. The 
paper is important for accountability of 
government and how they spend our money.”
JULIE SCHROEDER

“I love 
The 
Lakeville 
Journal 
because it tells you 
what happened in 
town last week and 
all the wonderful 
things going on.”
PAT JENNY

“I read The Millerton News to help stay 
connected to the community because that is 
the role of local journalism to make people 
aware of resources and wonderful things in 
their neck of the woods.  That’s the number 
one thing that a newspaper should be doing. 
I think it’s important that people have a stake in where they 
live and have a passion for it. And to build that you need to 
have someone exploring for them because we can’t go out 
individually and interview everyone  that a newspaper can.”
DICK HERMANS

“It’s a balanced way 
at looking at events 
and I like the caliber 
of the reporters.  It’s 

very important to 
the community.”

REV. DOUGLAS 
GRANDGEORGE

“I’ve been reading it for 48 years.   
Great news coverage, great editorials.”

DICK CASSIN

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it 
holds our whole community together.”

ALEXANDRA PETERS

“I like The Millerton News 
and The Lakeville Journal 

because I’m  a great supporter 
of non-profit news and that’s 

the way to go from here on out.  
I read everything in the paper.”

FRANK FITZMAURICE
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Alice Schwab Combes
SALISBURY — It is with 

heartfelt sorrow that we 
announce the passing of 
Alice Schwab Combes, be-
loved mother, grandmother, 
friend, educator, leader, and 
protector of mountains. Al-
ice passed away on Dec. 21, 
2024, surrounded by the love 
of her daughter, Andrea, son-
in-law, Eric, and her grand-
children, Mary August, Axel 
and Berit.

Born on Oct. 26, 1946, 
to Gustav and Josephine 
Schwab, Alice grew up in 
Garrison, New York where 
she attended primary and 
middle schools and later 
was a proud graduate of the 
Emma Willard School in 
Troy, New York. In 1966, Al-
ice gave birth to her daugh-
ter, Andrea,  and  spent the 
next two decades living in the 
Boston area before moving to 
Danbury in 1988. Ultimately, 
she found her way to spend 
time in  East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island, to be close to 
her family.  Her last years 
were spent snuggled in her 
cozy Vermont home in Roch-
ester.

Alice’s academic accom-
plishments were nothing 
short of impressive because if 
Alice was going to do some-
thing, she was going to do 
it right: a BA from UMass 
Boston, two master’s degrees, 
and multiple post-graduate 
certificates in Reading, Spe-
cial Education, School Psy-
chology, and Neuropsychol-
ogy. The crown jewel of her 
education was her Doctor-
ate of Education from Nova 
Southeastern University.

Her career as an educa-
tor spanned over 35 years, 
with her first years working 
with students struggling with 
learning and emotional dif-
ficulties in Quincy, Massa-
chusetts.  She then moved to 
Danbury, where she worked 
as a School Counselor and 
School Psychologist in neigh-
boring Ridgefield for another 
twenty years.  Alice acted as 
an unparalleled advocate for 
her students;  throughout her 
career, she never allowed her 
students to simply meet ex-
pectations, she encouraged 
them to find meaningful 
challenges, and explore ev-
ery educational opportuni-
ty available to them.  Her 
boundless dedication to 
assist her students to find 
scholarships, jobs, training 
programs and travel oppor-
tunities is reflected by how 
often her former students 
have returned to share their 
successes and appreciation.  
After retiring from Ridge-
field, Alice couldn’t stay away 
from her true calling and re-

turned to work in Seekonk, 
Massachusetts for five more 
years as a school 
psychologist. At 
every school she 
worked, Alice was 
valued by her col-
leagues not only 
for her expertise 
and experience as 
an educator but for 
her wicked sense of 
humor, boundless 
energy, slight irrev-
erence for the rules, crazy 
earrings and her exemplary 
skills and work ethic.

Beyond  the classroom, 
Alice’s leadership as Direc-
tor and President of Mount 
Riga, Inc. in Salisbury, was 
legendary. As MRI President, 
Alice boldly led multiple ini-
tiatives to provide environ-
mental safeguards to protect 
the forest and lakes as well as 
fostering community engage-
ment and connection.   She 
fiercely protected and nur-
tured “her” beloved moun-
tain, ensuring that its beauty 
and peace would be passed 
down for generations.  At any 
given moment, Alice could 
be seen yanking dreaded in-
vasives from the side of the 
road, planting daylilies along 
fences, or leading a rambunc-
tious crowd of children with 
lawn games.  You were sure 
not to miss her as she came 
speeding up the mountain 
road, usually with a pack 
of dogs and a grandchild or 
three in the back of her pick-
up truck. There wasn’t a com-
munity event or party that 
she didn’t attend with joyful 
exuberance.  Her cabin was 
her beloved  sanctuary, and 
Alice enthusiastically invited 
friends, colleagues, and the 
occasional hunky hiker from 
the Appalachian Trail to visit 
(and work on) her beloved 
Shack.

Alice wore many hats 
throughout her life— edu-
cator, travel guide, corpo-
rate president and ski am-
bassador among others. She 
co-founded the educational 
travel company Geo-Vista 
and spent 15 summers teach-
ing reading skills at Salisbury 
Summer School. But, her 
most meaningful role was 
as mother and grandmother.  
Alice loved her daughter with 
a strong and unconditional 
loyalty, only to be equaled 
(sometimes surpassed) by 
her love for her grandchil-
dren. Alice and Andrea were 
each other’s strongest sup-
porters, cheerleaders, and 
absolute best friends.

Her grandkids, Mary Au-
gust, Axel, and Berit, were 
the light of her life. Alice 
adored them fiercely, teach-

ing them to ski moguls, jump 
somersaults, appreciate the 

fine art of pan-
cake-making, and 
slow down with a 
little bite of choco-
late. Her cabin, her 
mountain, and her 
life were always 
open for adven-
ture.  Sometimes a 
little too much ad-
venture, as in the 
time their mother 

learned Alice let them ride 
the roof of her Astro Van. She 
gifted them with a childhood 
of unforgettable experiences 
like visits to the American 
Girl Doll Store in New York 
City, snow sledding with hus-
kies, and even a trip to Paris.  
That was Alice—a generous 
spirit, full of joy and sponta-
neous fun.

Filled with curiosity about 
the world around her, Alice 
explored the world both 
solo and with friends, often 
seeking out the most deli-
cious food and interesting 
people. She was never shy 
about offering her opinions, 
especially if the subject was 
current events or how the 
world should be run (which, 
in Alice’s mind, was always 
better with more tea and use-
less things from TJ Maxx). If 
you find yourself in need of a 
life-sized ceramic dalmatian 
sculpture or a three-foot-tall 
painted Humpty Dumpty, 
please call her daughter.

Alice is survived by her 
daughter, Andrea W. Combes 
and her son-in-law, L. Eric 
Olsson,  and her grandchil-
dren, Mary August, Axel 
and Berit Olsson. Over the 
years, she gathered a devoted 
pack of beloved dogs, includ-
ing Benjamin, Coalie, Otis, 
Max and Samantha with 
whom she is now most like-
ly sitting, reading her New 
York Times Sunday Edition, 
opining about the state of the 
world and how much better 
she would make it if she were 
in charge. And let’s not forget 
her many wonderful friends, 
who will always remember 
Alice for her laughter, her 
loyalty, and her zest for life.  

A private burial service 
will be held by the family.  
However, in full Alice fash-
ion, there will be a celebra-
tion of Alice’s extraordinary 
life at the mountain she loved 
so much, where we will raise 
a cup of tea (or something 
stronger) in her honor.  In 
lieu of flowers, Alice would 
have preferred you share a 
laugh, taste something de-
licious, go on an adventure, 
wear a bold pair of earrings, 
and, if you can’t resist, defi-
nitely buy something outra-
geous from TJ Maxx.

Alice’s spirit will live on in 
the mountains, in the many 
lives she has touched, and 
in every laugh, swim in the 
lake, and ski slope we con-
quer from here on out.

George Varriale
LAKEVILLE — George 

Varriale, 76, of Lakeville, 
passed away peacefully at The 
Sharon Health Care on Dec. 
14, 2024.  He was the loving 
husband of Cozette Roulin.

George was born May 29, 
1948, in Hartford, the son of 
the late George and Anna 
(Solamon) Varriale.  He 
graduated from Bloomfield 
High School.  He then began 
working for his father in the 
carpentry business.  

He was a long time mem-
ber of St. Mary’s Church.

He is survived by his 
wife, Cozette, and his two 
brothers, Ken, of Enfield, 
Connecticut, and Timothy 
of Florida.  George is also 
survived by several nieces 
and nephews. 

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to The Salis-
bury Volunteer Ambulance, 
8 Under Mountain Rd, Salis-
bury, CT 06068.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Eileen M. Mulligan
SALISBURY — Eileen M. 

Mulligan, 77, of Salisbury, 
passed away on 
Sunday, Dec. 29, 
2024, due to com-
plications from 
Parkinson’s disease.

She was born in 
Bridgeport to Ed-
ward and Margaret 
Mulligan. Eileen 
graduated from St. 
Ann’s School and 
Notre Dame High School. 
She earned her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Health 
Services Administration 
from Quinnipiac College and 
dedicated 45 years to serving 
the elderly as the Adminis-
trator at Noble Horizons in 
Salisbury. Known for her 
kindness, generosity, and 
impeccable taste, Eileen was 
an avid traveler and reader. 
She had a great appreciation 
for fine jewelry and was a fan 
of Tom Selleck. Eileen resided 
at the Mozaic Jewish Home 
in Bridgeport and previously 
lived in Salisbury and Naples, 
Florida.

She is survived by her 
siblings; Margaret M. Mul-
ligan of Mora, New Mexico, 
Joseph L. Mulligan of Salis-
bury, Christine M. Mulligan 
Firella of Bridgeport, and Ed-
ward M. Mulligan of Bridge-
port. She is also survived by 

Catherine M. Trichka and 
Scott Trichka of Bridgeport, 

numerous nieces 
and nephews, and 
her beloved dog, 
Teddy. 

Eileen was pre-
ceded in death by 
her parents, Ed-
ward and Margaret 
Mulligan.

A Funeral Mass 
for Eileen was held 

on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025, at 
10:30 a.m. at Saint Mary’s 
Church, located at 76 Sharon 
Road, Lakeville, Connecticut. 
The burial followed imme-
diately afterward at Saint 
Mary’s Cemetery in Salis-
bury, Connecticut. For travel 
directions or to sign Eileen’s 
online guest register, please 
visit www.LeskoFuneral-
Home.com.

The family expresses their 
deep gratitude for the staff 
of the Katie Grace House at 
Mozaic Jewish Home for the 
love and care they showed 
Eileen over the past 4 years. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
in honor of Eileen can be 
made to the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s 
Research www.michaeljfox.
org or the Salisbury Vol-
unteer Ambulance Service 
www.salisburyambulance.
org/gifts.

With great respect and 
admiration, the staff and 
Board of Directors at No-
ble Horizons recognizes the 
passing of Eileen Mulligan.  
Eileen served as Noble Hori-
zons’ first Administrator, 
from its founding in 1972 
until her retirement in 2017.  
Over a truly extraordinary 
career spanning more than 
four decades, she came to 
personify Church Homes, 
Inc.’s mission of supporting 
its residents with dignity, 
care, and compassion.  Ei-
leen forged close bonds with 
the countless residents she 
cared for and whose lives she 

In Appreciation: 
Eileen Mulligan

touched; with her cowork-
ers and employees at Noble 
Horizons; and with many in 
the Salisbury community of 
which she was a part.  She 
will be remembered for her 
caring and professionalism, 
her great sense of humor, and 
for her dedication to Noble 
Horizons and those who live 
and work there.  The Board of 
Directors and management 
of Church Homes wish to ex-
tend our sincere condolenc-
es to Eileen’s family, former 
co-workers, and friends at 
this time.

— The Board of Directors 
of Church Homes

CANAAN — Donna Rae 
Filous, 79, of Torrington, 
passed away on 
Saturday, Dec. 
28, 2024. Donna 
worked in retail 
her entire career 
and was store man-
ager at several lo-
cal businesses. She 
retired from the 
human resourc-
es department at 
Walmart in Tor-
rington. 

Born on Jan. 13, 1945 in 
New Milford, she was the 
daughter of the late Freder-
ick R. and Ruth E. (Miller) 
Erickson. She was married to 
Ottmar Konrad Filous who 
predeceased her on Dec. 29, 
2009. Donna was a member 
of the Canaan Northwest 
Lions Club, Daughters of 
Isabella in Canaan, and a 
parishioner of St. Martin of 
Tours Church of St. Joseph, 
also in Canaan.

Donna is survived by 
three brothers, Richard L. 
“Rick” Erickson of Tor-
rington, Frederick R. “Rudy” 
Erickson of Chicopee, Mas-
sachusetts, and Charles Er-
ickson of Danbury, and a 
sister, Eileen Corr of Cov-
entry, Rhode Island. She is 
also survived by six nephews; 
Bob, Bill, Fred, Michael, Kev-
in and Charles Erickson, Jr; 
three nieces Stacy Frome, 

Christine Penney and Jen-
nifer Colangelo. Above all, 

Donna was known 
for her kindness 
and generosity. 

Calling hours 
will take place from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 13, 2025 at the 
Newkirk-Palmer 
Funeral Home, 
118 Main Street, 
North Canaan, CT. 

A Funeral Mass will follow 
at 12 noon at St Martin of 
Tours Church of St Joseph, 4 
Main St, Canaan, CT 06018. 
In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions in memory of Mrs. 
Filous should be made to the: 
Torrington Area Parkinson’s 
Support Group, 88 East Al-
bert Street, Torrington, CT 
06790. Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to the 
Newkirk-Palmer Funer-
al Home, 118 Main Street, 
North Canaan, CT. 

Donna Rae Filous
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Worship Services
Week of January 12, 2025

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, January 12 at 10:30 a.m.

JJUUSSTTIICCEE  AAMMIIDDSSTT  IINNJJUUSSTTIICCEE 
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.
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Thanking Kiefer in call for civility
I wish to thank Salisbury 

Selectman Kitty Kiefer for her 
letter in the Jan. 2, 2025, edi-
tion of The Lakeville Journal, 
which in turn thanked the 
Town’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission and Land Use 
Office “for fair, open honest 
work,” in connection with the 
now-withdrawn application 
of Aredev LLC for redevelop-
ment of the Wake Robin Inn.

Ms. Kiefer’s letter, calling 
for a return to civility in our 
public discussions, stands 
in stark contrast with, and 
clearly responds to, a letter 
published in the Dec. 19/26 
issue of the Journal in which 
Mr. Thomas Murphy, Jr. in 
essence accuses the Town’s 
Land Use Director, Abby 
Conroy, and the chair of the 
P&Z Commission, Dr. Mi-
chael Klemens, of secretly 
and dishonestly paving the 
way for the Aredev applica-
tion, through meetings with 
representatives of Aredev 
prior to the developer’s ap-
plication.

It is regrettable that Mr. 
Murphy submitted that letter, 
besmirching two fine public 
servants, and that the Jour-
nal printed it, without first 
checking the public records 
of the P&Z Commission. Had 
Mr. Murphy and the Journal 
done so, they would have 
found, among other things, 
a public memorandum from 
Dr. Klemens and Ms. Conroy, 
dated Oct.15, 2024, explain-
ing on behalf of the Commis-
sion the standard preappli-
cation process in which they 
routinely meet with potential 

applicants.
The memorandum notes 

that such preapplication 
meetings were held with 
Aredev, that in the course of 
those meetings the developer 
submitted a proposed change 
to the Town’s regulations that 
would have benefited Aredev, 
and that their proposal was 
NOT accepted. In contrast, 
the P&Z Commission drafted 
a different change to the reg-
ulations that were the prod-
uct of several years of study. 
As the memorandum notes, 
these amendments were “re-
ferred to the Northwest Hills 
Council of Governments for 
a mandatory review that en-
sured that these amendments 
were consistent with region-
al planning goals. This was 
followed by a duly noticed 
public hearing to consider 
these amendments on Mon-
day May 6, 2024, at 6:45 p.m. 
As with all the P&Z hearings 
since 2020, it was held via 
Zoom. At least one member 
of the public spoke at the 
hearing and her questions 
were satisfactorily addressed. 
The Commission members 
deliberated and rendered a 
decision to adopt the Regu-
lations. The subsequent de-
cision was published in the 
Lakeville Journal and was not 
appealed.”

In short, Mr. Murphy’s 
supposed “questions” con-
cerning the process had 
been publicly answered two 
months earlier. Indeed, the 
Journal itself, in the same 
issue in which that letter 
was published, reported on 

the Commission’s Dec. 10 
meeting in which Commis-
sion member Cockerline 
stated, “[T]he alterations in 
question have been in de-
velopment for years.” “This 
is nothing new,” he added, 
“and it really boils me that 
[Conroy and Klemens] in 
particular are being grilled 
on actually doing a great job.”

So thank you to Select-
man Kitty Kiefer for her let-
ter standing up for the Town’s 
Land Use Director and for 
the Chair of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission (and, by 
extension, the full Commis-
sion). It is regrettable that the 
other members of the Board 
of Selectmen did not do so.

By way of full disclo-
sure, the undersigned also 
notes that he is married to 
the vice-chair of the Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourse 
Commission, who works 
closely with the Land Use Di-
rector, and that Dr. Klemens 
is a member of the Board of 
Directors of a not-for-profit 
of which the undersigned 
serves as Board president. 
In so noting, however, the 
undersigned further states 
that these connections only 
strengthen his belief that the 
leaders of this town need to 
stand up for these outstand-
ing public servants.

Mike Abram
Lakeville

White Hart 
thank you 
for support

The Salisbury Handmade 
Group would like to  thank  
the White Hart Inn for their  
community support and 
warm hospitality. For nearly 
20 years, we’ve had the privi-
lege of gathering at this won-
derful venue for craft shows, 
both on the lawn and in the 
ballroom. The White Hart 
has consistently helped pro-
mote our work, both locally 
and through their broader 
outreach efforts.

One of the most touching 
aspects of our relationship 
with the White Hart is their 
generosity—when we receive 
our bill, we are told to make 
the payment out to the vol-
unteer ambulance service in-
stead. That’s true community 
spirit!

Despite the busy nature of 
the holidays, the team at the 
White Hart always ensures 
their staff gets well-deserved 
holiday time while taking ex-
cellent care of us, their own 
guests, and providing diverse 
and delicious dining expe-
riences.

We encourage everyone to 
recognize what an invaluable 
asset the White Hart Inn is to 
our community.

Once again, thank you to 
the White Hart managers, 
staff, and owners for all that 
you do.

With gratitude,
The Salisbury  

Handmade Group

Helping 
hand 

So. This morning I came 
out of the Post Office, put a 
package in my car, turned 
to open the front door, and 
tripped over my cane. I sat 
on the side of the road say-
ing, “Now what the (heck)?” 
when a gentleman stopped 
his vehicle in the middle of 
the road, stopping traffic, 
came to help me, and a sec-
ond man pulled over to help 
him help me.

They got me up, got me 
situated, got back in their 
cars, and went on their way.

I don’t know who they 
were, but I want to say 
“Thanks”  and say how much 
I appreciate that kindness 
still raises its head now and 
again.

Happy New Year to those 
gentlemen, and to all.

Peter Fitting
Salisbury

Best Christmas present 
My daughter Martha gave 

me the best Christmas gift.
She bought a bag of books 
for $5 at the recent sale at the 
Douglas Library in Canaan.

All of the books are in like 
new condition. I was espe-
cially happy to find a new 
edition of Agatha Chris-
ties’ “And Then There Were 
None.”  I saw the play “The 
Mousetrap” adapted from 
this book in London during 
the mid-70s, but had never 

read the book.
Also interesting is Chris-

tina Baker Kline’s book 
about  Andrew Wyeth’s fa-
mous painting “Christina’s 
World”  Title is “A Piece of 
the World.” There was a real 
Christina who had a quiet 
life.

I’m glad to have helped 
the library with its fund rais-
ing and recycling.

Carolyn McDonough
Canaan

Later this month a landmark building in Hartford 
will be up for auction. It is the former home of 
The Hartford Courant and was built in 1928 at 

285 Broad Street across from the  State Armory. More 
than a century and a half ago, in 1764 —  when we 
were a colony — The Hartford Courant was founded 
as the weekly Connecticut Courant. 

In recent years, The Courant became part of Tri-
bune Publishing and then Alden Global Capital, a New 
York-based hedge fund. In 2020, Tribune Publishing an-
nounced it would be closing the Broad Street newsroom. 
Staff was told they would continue to work — remotely 
as they had been working during the pandemic.

As 2024 was coming to a close, another newspaper 
whose mailbox appears on roadsides throughout the 
Northwest Corner announced it was in talks to change 
hands. The Republican-American said it was negotiating 
to be acquired by the Hearst Connecticut Media Group. 
The Waterbury paper’s roots date back to 1844. Its iconic 
Meadow Street building with a landmark clock tower 
is being considered as an apartment complex with a 
restaurant. 

Hearst Connecticut Media Group employs approx-
imately 170 journalists across the state at eight daily 
newspapers and 13 weekly papers, plus Connecticut 
Magazine and websites. Three decades ago, in 1994, 
the Hartford Courant’s newsroom peaked at almost 
400, but in a little over a decade it began to offer early 
retirement and buyout packages as the national trend 
to digital from print in the early 2000s carved away at 
circulation across the country.

Here in Connecticut, we are steeped in our own histo-
ry,  and these two newspaper histories nod to pre-Revo-
lutionary times as well as a mid-19th century boom that 
saw Waterbury rise as an industrial power.

The story of local news in 2024 across America is 
hallmarked by changing ownership and consolidation. 
According to the Medill Local News Initiative at North-
western University, last year 258 newspapers changed 
ownership compared to 180 in 2023. Medill reports 
that 10 companies control one in four of all U.S. news-
papers and more than half of all dailies. Four of those  
ten companies are majority owned by private equity or 
hedge funds. 

The Poughkeepsie Journal, the oldest paper in New 
York state, is owned by Gannett Co., which is America’s 
largest newspaper group.

Our own story is one of local ownership. Local mat-
ters. The Journal has been a community staple since 1897; 
The Millerton News was founded 93 years ago in 1932.

Today, The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are published by LJMN Media, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
that was formed in 2021. Our two publications have sur-
vived and they continue to grow because of community, 
donor and advertiser support. This support has made it 
possible to strengthen our commitment to local news. 

Across America, from 2022 to 2023, newsroom jobs 
decreased by almost 2,000 positions. Considering overall 
newspaper employment changes, the shrinkage in our 
industry is one of the “most significant declines in em-
ployment across any sector over the past two decades,” 
according to Medill researchers.

Yet Medill found “bright spots” in the local news land-
scape  in 2024 and noted that, among other factors, there 
was one common thread: “they’re locally controlled.” 

Yes, local matters. 

Appreciating dedicated 
community volunteers

As we welcome 2025, we 
hope we do so with a renewed 
appreciation of our town: Its 
history, people, environment, 
schools, fire and safety, and 
the efforts and dedication of 
commission members and 
staff. There are new pressures 
on our resources as issues 
become more complex and 
often controversial. All of 
these commission members 
are completely voluntary, and 
they work with capable staff 
to balance property rights, 
neighborhood values, edu-

cation, solid waste, and even 
more subjective issues that 
define who we are as a town. 
Please offer a thank you to 
all of the people who devote 
their focus and energy to 
keep Salisbury’s strong sense 
of place and the values that 
we cherish in an increasing-
ly complicated world. Thank 
you and here’s to a great 2025.

Curtis Rand
Chris Williams

Salisbury
Rand is First Selectman, Wil-
liams is a Selectman

Local matters

PHOTO BY TOM BLAGDEN

Face to face
Salisbury’s Tom Blagden captures  a seemingly pensive 
black bear at Great Mountain Forest last November.  



Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth
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Realtor® at Large
With the leaves down for the winter, 
it is a perfect time to gain a better 
understanding of our woodlands. When 
we were young, this was relatively 
easy as we learned from walking with 
local foresters like George Kiefer who 
would explain the different habitats 
and landscapes. Today I would 
recommend getting to know the wisdom 
of Tom Wessels, a terrestrial ecologist 
specializing in the New England’s 
landscape. This can be done by either 
reviewing his book entitled Reading the 
Forested Landscape or by viewing his 
educational videos on YouTube. One 
will start to view walking through our 
woodlands in a completely new way. For 
example, examining how a stone wall 
is constructed will reveal its original 
purpose for either cropland, pasture or 
a woodlot. My caution is that this new 
insight will absolutely slow your pace 
down as you begin to observe all the signs 
that surround you in the forest that will 
disclose its past! ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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125 years ago —
 January 1900

SHARON — Mr. and 
Mrs. C.B. Dakin who were 
prostrated, or nearly so, by 
the loss of their store, are able 
to be about again. We extend 
our sympathies to them. 

Barnum, Richardson 
Company advanced the wag-
es of many of their employ-
ees ten percent on New Year’s 
day. The wages of some of the 
moulders were increased that 
amount last fall.

Everybody is filling his 
ice house or getting ready 
to do so. The water in Salm-
on Creek is very low and 
the cold weather of the past 
week has frozen that nearly 
all solid.

Miss Grace PerLee en-
tered upon her duties at the 
post office on Tuesday last. 
Mr. Marvin has moved his 
telegraph office into Mr. 
Marckress jewelry store.

The lake froze over Fri. 
Dec. 29. Last winter it closed 
on Dec. 13.

A.H. Heaton & Co.’s store 
is now nicely lighted by acet-
ylene gas — a great improve-
ment over the oil lamps.

Weather Prognosticator 
Gates of Winsted says there 
are 34 snow storms between 
us and the time when the 
dandelions begin to raise 
their heads again. For seven 
years he has told within one 
of the number due each year. 
Even the government offi-
cials recognize his abilities 
as a weather prophet, for at 
their request he now submits 
two monthly reports to the 
weather bureau.

100 years ago —
 January 1925

Messrs. Martin and Rand 
wish to announce that they 
will as usual take contracts to 
fill ice houses and sell ice at 
the lake as they have done in 
recent years. Old customers 
will be taken care of and any 
new ones welcomed.

News comes from Prov-
idence, R.I., that Francis 
Mitchell, formerly of this 
place, recently took unto 
himself a bride. Francis’ 
many friends here extend 
hearty congratulations.

LIME ROCK — Morris 
Judd has moved on his fa-
ther’s farm in White Hollow.

50 years ago —
 January 1975

The Brothers Pizza House 
in Lakeville has received a 
second warning to package 
its garbage so that animals 
will not strew it over the 
neighborhood, Salisbury 
Health Officer Dr. Henry 
E. Gallup said this week. 
Neighbors have repeatedly 
complained that dogs and 
raccoons have feasted on 
the garbage from the restau-
rant on Ethan Allen Street, 
Dr. Gallup explained. He 
and Town Sanitarian Joseph 
Pinkham have investigated.

If you’re wondering about 
that “crow” in Lakeville that 
seems to like to land on the 
uncovered heads of humans, 
his name is Smokey. He is a 
friendly pet raven belonging 
to 14-year-old Jim Hickey of 
Lakeville. Tuesday morning, 
Smokey tried to land on Jeff 
Folland, 12, in front of the 
Post Office. This startled 
many passersby thinking the 
bird was attacking the youth.

KENT — The new public 
skating rink behind the town 
garage is ready for gay blades. 

Lights are being installed at 
the rink to increase the hours 
of skating fun. Backed by the 
Park and Recreation Com-
mission, the new facility was 
made possible by volunteer 
effort on the part of the Kent 
Fire Department, the Boy 
Scouts, the Kent town crew, 
and private individuals. 

W. Samuel Whitbeck has 
been a patient at Sharon Hos-
pital this week. He slipped 
and fell last Sunday morning 
outside the Salisbury Phar-
macy, but apparently suffered 
no broken bones.

Karl Saliter of Jackson Hill 
Road, Sharon, is reported in 
fair condition and recuper-
ating from injuries sustained 
in a truck accident Christmas 
Eve on Leedsville Road in 
Amenia. Mr. Saliter, return-
ing to Sharon on a service 
call in Amenia, lost control 
of his Sharon Oil Company 
service truck when the ve-
hicle skidded on ice at ap-
proximately 6 p.m. The truck 
slid down a ditch alongside 
the road and struck a culvert. 
The truck was totalled in the 
mishap. Mr. Saliter, owner 
of the Sharon Oil Company, 
suffered a broken right hip 
and four broken ribs. 

Richard L. Kubarek will 
be among Connecticut’s 46 
new licensed pharmacists to 
be honored at formal cere-
monies next Monday at the 
new Sheraton in Hartford.

Mr. and Mrs. John H. 
Belter of South Burlington, 
Vt., formerly of Tory Hill 
Farm, Lakeville, are the par-
ents of a son, David, born 
Jan. 1 at 8:30 a.m. He was the 
first baby of 1975 for Burling-
ton. Maternal grandparents 
are Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
Nelson of New Canaan. Pa-
ternal grandparents are Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Henry Belter of 
Lakeville.

Canaan has its own New 
Year’s baby this year — little 
Lori Jean Becker, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Beck-
er of High Street. Lori Jean 
made her debut in this world 
at one minute past midnight 
New Year’s morning. She was 
born in Winsted Memorial 
Hospital.

25 years ago —
 January 2000

More than 80 people 
crowded into Kent Town 
Hall last Tuesday Night to 
learn more about the con-
sent decree to clean up the 
PCB contamination in the 
Housatonic River caused by 
the General Electric Com-
pany plant in Pittsfield. Of-
ficials from federal and state 
environmental agencies at-
tempted to give an overview 
of the consent decree and an-
swered numerous questions. 
However, after the four-hour 
meeting was over it was clear 
those present wanted more 
time to understand exactly 
what the decree contains and 
whether it is in the best inter-
est of the Housatonic River. 
Others at the meeting left 
uncertain the contamination 
in the Connecticut portion 
of the river would ever be 
cleaned.

Although 8-pound, 
7-ounce Aaron James Greene 
was due on Christmas, he 
took a little longer — until 
Jan. 2 — making him the first 
baby born at Sharon Hospital 
this year. The son of Ruth and 
James Greene of Millbrook, 
Aaron was born at 11:48 a.m. 
Sunday after just four hours 
of labor, something Mrs. 
Greene attributes to staying 
active right until she was 
about to give birth.

Status Report
KENT — The Planning 

and Zoning Commission 
will host an educational 
forum on cannabis regula-
tions with industry experts 
exploring options for the 
sale, use and cultivation 
of cannabis in town. The 
meeting will be held Jan. 
16 at 7 p.m. both in per-
son and online; residents 
may join at the Town Hall 
meeting room at 41 Kent 
Green Blvd. or on zoom via 
meeting room ID 865 9026 
8268. Submit questions in 
advance to landuseadmin@
townofkentct.org

NORTH CANAAN 
— Winter weather blew 
into town for the start of 
2025. High winds and ice 

accumulation caused tree 
limbs to fall onto roads, 
which were cleared by the 
highway department in the 
early hours of Jan. 2. By 5 
a.m., First Selectman Bri-
an Ohler reported all roads 
were passable and no power 
outages were in effect.

FALLS VILLAGE  — 
The Board of Selectmen 
held a three-minute meet-
ing Tuesday, Dec. 31, to for-
mally designate $3,631.33 
in remaining funds from 
the federal American Res-
cue Plan Act. The select-
men voted unanimously 
to assign the money to the 
town-owned 35 Railroad 
St. The town is in the pro-
cess of selling the building.

Barbara M. McEnroe

OBITUARIES

AMENIA — Barbara M. 
McEnroe, 84, a lifelong area 
resident, passed 
away peacefully, 
surrounded by her 
family at home on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 
2024.  Mrs. McEn-
roe was a licensed 
beautician and 
worked at Fanny’s 
Beauty Salon in 
Amenia and later 
worked at Wassaic Develop-
mental Center in Wassaic, 
retiring in 2003.

Born on July 25, 1940 in 
Sharon, she was the daughter 
of the late Joseph and Lena 
(Clum) Carberry.  She was a 
1958 graduate of Housaton-
ic Valley Regional School in 
Falls Village.  On Sept. 29, 
1962 in Sharon, she married 
Joseph F. McEnroe, who sur-
vives at home.

Mrs. McEnroe was an ac-
tive parishioner of Immacu-
late Conception Church in 
Amenia, a volunteer at the 
Church’s Thrift Shop and 
with the Vine and Branches 
Program. 

In addition to her loving 
husband, she is survived by 
three daughters; Maureen 
Willig and her husband, Pe-
ter, of Stanfordville, New York, 
Jamie McEnroe and her part-
ner, Jason Nolan of Lee, Mas-
sachusetts and Joann Potter 
and her husband, Barrie, of 
Marcellus, New York.  She is 
also survived by three grand-
children; Emmylou Potter, 
Barrie Lucas Potter and his 
wife, Marguerite, and Chris-
topher Willig; a great grand-

daughter, Wyvette Potter; her 
brothers-in-laws, Jerry Wil-

cox of Amenia and 
James McEnroe 
and his wife, Abi-
gail, of Burlington 
Flats, New York; her 
sister-in-law, Doro-
thy Casey of Kent, 
and several nieces 
and nephews.  

Besides her par-
ents, she was prede-

ceased by brothers, Vincent, 
Robert, Joseph, Paul, Donald, 
Francis and Thomas Carberry, 
and sisters, Virginia Kendall, 
Dorothy Frasier, Helen Pas-
sante, Mary Lango and Emma 
Paley.

Calling hours will be held 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
10, 2025 at Hufcut Funeral 
Home, 3159 Route 22, Dover 
Plains, New York.  A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be cele-
brated at 12 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 11, 2025 at Immaculate 
Conception Church, 4 Lavelle 
Rd., Amenia with Rev. R. Kent 
Wilson officiating.  Burial will 
follow at Immaculate Con-
ception Cemetery in Ame-
nia.  Memorial contributions 
may be made to Immaculate 
Conception Church, 4 Lavella 
Rd., Amenia, NY  12501 or 
Hudson Valley Hospice, 374 
Violet Ave., Poughkeepsie, 
NY 12601 or online at www.
hvhospice.org/.

Funeral arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Hufcut 
Funeral Home, 3159 Route 
22, Dover Plains, NY. For 
directions or to send a con-
dolence, visit www.hufcutfu-
neralhome.com.

Edward R. George
NORFOLK — Edward R. 

George, 86, of Norfolk,  and 
Key West, Florida, 
passed peaceful-
ly away, Dec. 20, 
2024, at Wolcott 
Hall with his wife 
Mary by his side. 
He was the beloved 
husband of Mary 
(Welch) George. 
Ed was born on 
Sept. 17, 1938, in 
Torrington during the Hur-
ricane of ‘38.

He was the youngest of 
six born to Richard and So-
phie (Swyden) George. He 
proudly served 17 years as a 
Torrington firefighter, retiring 
after being injured in a house 
fire.

Ed owned and operated 
Merit Quality Pools, a busi-
ness he started with his son as 
a service company and built 
it into a construction, retail 
store and full-service compa-
ny for over 45 years.

He was very proud of his 
Lebanese heritage. Ed was an 
avid gardener and fisherman. 
Ed and Mary spent a good 
part of each year in Key West 
where they had a wonderful 
group of friends. 

There were picnics at the 
beach every Sunday and hol-
idays. Ed was always ready for 
a good time or a road trip.

In addition to his wife, 

Mary, he is survived by his 
son; Michael R. George 

(Mary), his daugh-
ter, Lynn Colangelo 
(Peter) and his step-
daughter, Shannon 
Santoro (Gaetano) 
of Harwinton; one 
brother, Fredrick 
George (Joan) of 
Torrington; three 
grandchi ldren, 
Michael E. George 

(Maria) of Torrington, Lauren 
Santoro and Nicolas Santoro 
of Harwinton; three great 
grandsons, Gabriel, Nikolas, 
and Zachary George of Tor-
rington as well as many nieces 
and nephews. 

He was predeceased by 
three brothers, Ernest, Louis 
and Marshall and one sister, 
Jeanette King.

Funeral services were held 
on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025, at 
noon at Cook Funeral Home, 
82 Litchfield St, Torrington, 
CT. Burial was private. Rela-
tives and friends called from 
10 a.m. until noon at Cook 
Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made 
to the Norfolk Lions Ambu-
lance PO Box 399, Norfolk 
CT 06058.

Condolences may be sent 
to the George family by visit-
ing www.cookfuneralhomect.
com

Robert James Habacker
SALISBURY — Rob-

ert James Habacker, 84, of 
Hemlock Lane, passed away 
peacefully at home on Dec. 
21, 2024. He was the loving 
husband of Ola Harden Ha-
backer.

Robert was born March 
15,1940, in Brooklyn, New 
York, the son of the late 
James and Muriel (Holz) 
Habacker. He attended the 
Berkshire School and later 
graduated from the South-
side High School in Rock-
ville Center, New York. After 
graduation he attended  col-
lege at Nicholas College. He 
was an avid tennis player, golf 
player and bowler. In 1959 he 
began working for the Ha-
backer family business which 

Aldo Louis Pecco Jr.
LAKEVILLE — Aldo 

Louis Pecco, Jr., 81, of South-
field, Massachu-
setts, formerly of 
Lakeville, passed 
away on Tuesday, 
Dec. 31, 2024, at 
Baystate Medical 
Center in Spring-
field, Massachu-
setts. Mr. Pecco 
was the Director 
of Maintenance at 
Camp Sloane in Lakeville for 
15 years and later worked in 
the maintenance department 
at Lone Oaks Campsites in 
Canaan, for 10 years.

Born on Oct. 28, 1943, in 
Waterbury, he was the son 
of the late Aldo L. Pecco, Sr. 
and Florence (Murano) Pec-
co. On June 23, 1962 in Tho-
maston, he married Patricia 
Hock who survives at home 
after 62 years of marriage. 
Mr. Pecco loved the outdoors 
and camping. He was an avid 
ice fisherman.

In addition to his loving 
wife, Mr. Pecco is survived 
by a daughter, Gina A. Gates 

and her husband, Samuel, of 
Canaan, and a sister, Gloria 

Pecco of Florida. 
He is also survived 
by four grandchil-
dren; Giavonna 
and Aaron Pec-
co, Gregory and 
Zachary Labshere; 
and a great grand-
daughter, Willow 
Pecco. Besides his 
parents, Mr. Pec-

co was predeceased by two 
sons, Ronald Aldo Pecco and 
Steven Louis Pecco and four 
sisters.

Graveside services and 
burial will take place at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 10, 2025, at 
Mountain View Cemetery, 
80 Sand Road, Canaan, CT. 
Contributions in memory of 
Mr. Pecco should be made to: 
Baystate Health Foundation, 
280 Chestnut Street, Spring-
field, MA 01199. 

Funeral arrangements en-
trusted to Newkirk-Palmer 
Funeral Home, 118 Main 
Street, North Canaan, CT 
06018.

was started in 1902.
In 1959 Robert met his 

loving wife and later wed in 
1960. They had two sons to-
gether, Richard and James.

Besides his wife and 
sons, Richard is survived by 
his loving grandchildren, 
Jonathan, Joseph, Ryan and 
Lauren. He is also survived 
by two great granddaughters 
whom he cherished so much, 
Rose and Gracelyn.

Besides his parents he was 
predeceased by his sister Viv-
ian, and a grandson, James. 

All services are private. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to an animal shelter/
rescue of the donors choice.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Stephen Brindisi Darnell
AMENIA — Stephen 

Brindisi Darnell, 73, a life-
long area resident 
died peacefully at 
his home in Ame-
nia, on Monday, 
Nov. 25, 2024.

A Celebration 
of Steve’s Life will 
take place on Sat-
urday, Jan. 18, 
2025, from 1 to 4 
p.m. at The Lan-
tern Inn, 10 Main Street, 
Wassaic, NY.

Steve’s family and friends 
are invited to attend. Burial 
at Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery in Amenia will 
take place privately in the 

Spring of 2025. Rev. Rob-
ert K. Wilson will officiate. 

Memorial contri-
butions may be 
made to Immac-
ulate Conception 
Church, 4 Lavelle 
Road, Amenia, NY 
12501. 

Arrangements 
have been entrust-
ed to the Scott D. 
Conklin Funeral 

Home, 37 Park Avenue, Mil-
lerton, NY 12546. To send 
an online condolence to the 
family or to plant a tree in 
Steve’s memory please visit 
www.conklinfuneralhome.
com

For more obituaries, see Page A3
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CONANT LAW, LLC

Call or email to schedule
a consultation.

62 W Main St. Suite B, Canaan, CT

(860) 922-7687
seth@conantlawct.com

Attorney Seth Conant,
helping Connecticut families

for more than 15 years.

Prenuptial
Child Custody
Child Support
Modification

Divorce
Annulment
Mediation

Legal Seperation

FAMILY LAW
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“A generation from now, this solar heater can either be a curiosity, a museum piece, an 
example of a road not taken, or it can just be a small part of one of the most exciting 
adventures ever undertaken by the American people — harnessing the power of the 

sun to enrich our lives as we move away from our crippling dependence on foreign oil.” 
President Jimmy Carter, June 20, 1979

PHOTO BY TONY SPINELLI

The Connecticut Capitol Building in Hartford, March 
25, 2021. 

metal. Carter said, “I am 
not going to mess up your 
paintjob!” Strumolo was 
more concerned about the 
President’s suit.

President Ronald Reagan 
had the solar panels removed 
from the White House in 
1981. The parts were stored 
for years in a warehouse. 
The Reagan Administration 
reduced Carter’s renewable 
energy program by 90%. Half 
of the White House solar 
panels were moved to Unity 
College in Maine where they 
heated the water in the din-
ing hall for 12 years. Some 
of the original solar panels 
reside in the Carter Museum 
and the National Museum of 
American History. 

Jody Bronson, forester 
emeritus of Norfolk’s Great 
Mountain Forest (GMF), 
recalled, “Ed Butler’s team 
installed the solar panels on 
the White House for Jimmy 
Carter. My wife Jean and I 
have three of the panels that 

were supposedly installed on 
the White House. We can’t 
confirm this. In 1990 they 
were installed on our home 
in Falls Village by Ed Butler. 
The panels are still function-
al and have provided all the 
domestic hot water for our 
house for 35 years! If more 
households in our area had 
done this 30 or 40 years ago, 
think about how much en-
ergy they could have saved.” 
Bronson said there is a trea-
sured can of “Billy Beer” in 
the Forestry Office at GMF.  

Butler reminisced, “I was 
really excited when we won 
the bid to work on the solar 
project at President Jimmy 
Carter’s White House.  It 
was such a great opportuni-
ty for a relatively small New 

England solar company. It 
was something I believed so 
strongly in and was proud to 
have been a part of it. Since 
1976, we have done several 
hundred solar jobs in New 
England.”

Strumolo remains com-
mitted to “creating adequate 
and equitable responses to 
our changing climate.” He 
wrote “Decentralizing Ener-
gy Production” (Yale Press, 
1983) and was a driving 
force behind the recently 
installed 13-acre solar array 
at the town’s transfer sta-
tion.  His energy audits have 
been used in thousands of 
buildings. After fifty years 
Strumolo is “still working, 
still on the path Carter in-
spired me to follow. There 

is so much work left to be 
done.” In 2008, artists from 
the Kunsthaus in Zurich cre-
ated a film, “The Story of the 
Jimmy Carter White House 
Solar Installation”, which will 
be shown at the Norfolk Li-
brary in February.

In the words of the late 
President Jimmy Carter, 
“Pessimism did not build 
America, it was built with 
vision, faith, and hard work. 
It is time to pull ourselves out 
of our national doldrums, to 
recognize our great untapped 
potential and resources, to 
build a more prosperous, 
self-reliant future.” Had the 
original solar panels re-
mained in use on the White 
House they could have saved 
20,000 gallons of heating oil.
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nally, using local contractors 
was the key and the work was 
done more quickly. 

Marinelle Crippen, Peter’s 
wife and partner in the busi-
ness, works at the counter 
greeting customers and tak-
ing orders while Peter is in 
the kitchen cooking. 

“Things have been going 
very well,” Peter said. “We get 
busy, we handle it and learn 
each day how to refine the 
flow from everything for cus-
tomer service to food prepa-
ration.” Marinelle agreed, 
saying, “It’s been fun so far.”  

The Crippens are not 
strangers to working with 
food. They bring their expe-
rience running Rex Café in 
Hell’s Kitchen in New York 
City, managing the Mer-
maid Inn in Chelsea and 
Red Rooster in Harlem, to 
the ICBX. 

In addition, Peter’s mother 
makes Mrs. Crippen’s Bour-
bon and Molasses Fruitcake, 
which is available at ICBX. 
His sister ran Irving Farm 

Coffee House in Millerton, 
New York, for many years. 
When Peter and son Rex 
went on a fishing trip re-
cently, his sister filled in at 
the grill. 

“It is amazing how the 
Breakfast Burritos have 
gone over.” Peter remarked. 
He also said that he has 
brought back something he 
remembers from childhood: 
toasted muffins. He said that 
once customers have a toast-
ed muffin “it is the only way 
to eat it.” 

David Gourley of Norfolk 
has quickly become a regular 
customer. He sat at the count-
er, chatting with Marinelle. 
“It’s a wonderful meeting 
place and a welcome addition 
to our community,” he said. 
Of his made to order three 
egg omelet, he said, “The to-
matoes are warmed on the 
grill first. Delicious.”  

ICBX offers coffee, tea, 
biscuit sliders, oatmeal, yo-
gurt and granola. Breakfast 
sandwiches can be made to 

order with a choice of sau-
sage, ham, egg, avocado, 
bacon, tomato and cheese. 
Breakfast Chorizo Burritos 
have options of onion, egg 
and hot sauce. Vegetable Bur-
ritos can be made with green 
peppers, mushrooms, black 
beans, egg and hot sauce. 

A variety of baked goods 
is also available, including 
scones, breads and muffins. 

Peter Crippen, own-
er of the ICBX cafe 
at Station Place in 
Norfolk, prepares 
to cook a made to 
order omelet.  ICBX 
opened on December 
2nd. Peter and his 
wife Marinelle run 
the cafe together and 
offer breakfast and 
lunch from 7a.m. 
to 2p.m., everyday 
except Tuesday.

Starting Thursday, Jan. 2, 
the café began offering lunch. 
The lunch menu contains two 
sandwiches, soup and salad. 

In December they were 
open every day except Tues-
day from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and in January extended the 
hours until 2 p.m. For more 
information, call (860) 671-
0005 or stop by the ICBX at 
10 Station Place in Norfolk.

the Housatonic FFA chapter.
“I loved the FFA pro-

gram,” she said. “It got me 
through high school.”

Simmons subsequently 
studied to be a surgical veter-
inary technician at the State 
University of New York at 
Cobleskill and at Northwest-
ern Connecticut Community 
College, and spent 24 years in 
that field.

Simmons said she loved 
the work but as her children 
got older, she felt she needed 
a regular work schedule.

So she came on board as 
assistant town clerk in Salis-
bury in 2021 when Rachel 
Lamb retired, and has now 
taken over for Williams, who 
retired last month.

Wilson graduated from 
HVRHS in 2018 and was also 
an FFA stalwart. She studied 
Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources at the University of 

Connecticut.
She started training to be 

the assistant town clerk in 
September of this year.

Asked for the most inter-
esting or challenging aspects 
to the job thus far (and not 
counting the recent election), 
Simmons thought for a mo-
ment and settled on requests 
for information on properties 
when the caller doesn’t have 
a lot of information to start 
with.

She said a recent inquiry 
was trying to track down a 
property once owned by a 
relative but the only real clue 
— the name of the road the 
property was on — had been 
changed.

With only that to go on, 
Simmons and Wilson puz-
zled it out.

“We might not get it right 
away but we do get back to 
them,” said Simmons.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Jada Wilson is the new assistant town clerk in Salisbury.  
And Tito is the assistant to the assistant town clerk.

Send news tips 
to editor@ 

lakevillejournal.com

request them is 90 days or 
more before absentee ballots 
are issued for that election.

The updated regulations 
follow an ongoing absentee 
ballot scandal in Bridgeport, 
where a judge ordered the 
city to re-do its 2023 mayor-
al primary election between 
Mayor Joe Ganim and his 
opponent John Gomes fol-
lowing allegations of absen-
tee ballot fraud.

Earlier this year, Con-
necticut prosecutors also 
charged several Bridgeport 
political operatives with 
abusing the absentee ballot-
ing system during the city’s 
2019 Democratic primary 
for mayor. 

Elder care reform
A wide-ranging law re-

forming the elder care indus-
try requires that beginning 
Jan. 1, the Department of 
Social Services must devel-
op and maintain an online 
home care provider regis-
try to help consumers find 
workers who have the cor-
rect language proficiency 
and skills.

Historically, people on 
the state’s Medicaid pro-
gram seeking care at home 
have received a binder with 
printed pages that in many 
cases contained outdated 
employee information.

Other portions of the 
law have previously been 
implemented, including a 
requirement that DSS and 
the Department of Public 
Health post prominent links 
to a federal website that uses 
a five-star rating system to 
compare nursing homes and 
a requirement that home 
care workers wear badges 
with their name and picture 
during client appointments.

Coerced debt
A new law seeks to pro-

vide recourse to victims 
of “coerced debt,” which is 
debt that is incurred in an 
individual’s name under du-
ress, intimidation or threat 
of force — typically by a 
victim’s former spouse or 
partner.

The law requires that 
when a person claims their 
debt was coerced and pro-
vides documentation, collec-
tion entities must pause col-
lecting that debt for at least 
60 days while they review the 
individual’s claim.

If a collection entity de-
cides to stop collecting from 
a victim and had previously 
given negative information 
about that person to a credit 
agency, the collector is re-
quired to tell the agency to 
delete that information.

If a court determines debt 
was coerced, the person who 
caused it can be held liable to 
the collection agency for the 
total debt, as well as to the 
victim for legal fees.

Employer student loan 
reimbursement

Existing Connecticut law 
allows employers to receive 
a tax credit for making pay-
ments toward qualifying 
student loans on behalf of 
an employee. The new leg-
islation expands eligibility 
by applying the law to all 
student loans, rather than 
only loans issued by the 
Connecticut Higher Edu-
cation Supplemental Loan 
Authority.

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal

Please visit lakevillejournal.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.
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Compass

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Exhibit Opening January 17th
4-6 PM • Learning Center

Open weekends 11-4 until February 23rd.
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COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

'A Complete Unknown' 
— a talkback at The Triplex

Joy-filled Bunny Story Hour  
at the David M. Hunt Library

Schlock  
and Awful:  
winter edition 

The Lakeville 
Journal’s Bad 
Cinema desk 

sincerely hopes everyone 
had something better 
to do last summer than 
sit inside and watch 
appallingly bad movies. 
Anything would do. 
Hiking. Antiquing. Going 
for coffee.  

Even — and we real-
ize this is strong stuff — 
writing poetry. 

But now, winter is 
here. For those looking 
to while away the hours 
during the hiberna-
tion period, here are 
five more of the most 
spectacularly bad flicks 
currently available on 
streaming services such 
as Tubi, Freevee, and 
Sickee, not to mention 
Plex, Yecch and Blecch. 

“Silent Madness” 
(1984): This ‘80s slasher 
was originally in 3D. 
Nobody cares but there 
it is. The best film ever 
shot in Nyack, New York, 
the cast includes some 
names regular people 
may have seen in normal 
movies. Loony bin in 
New Jersey lets psycho 
killer out by mistake, 
and psycho killer starts 
picking off sorority girls. 
Starts off nicely with 
death by vise grip, but 
then a whole lot of plot 
intervenes. Really bad 
mise-en-scene. As Jean-
Luc Godard once said, 
“Le pfui.” 

“Deliria” aka “Stage 
Fright” (1987): Italian 

slasher, in which the cast 
and crew of a play about 
a serial killer called the 
Night Owl are locked 
into the theater by the 
tyrannical director 
until they get the darn 
thing right.  Well, the 
joke’s on Mr. Big Shot 
Director because local 
psycho Wallace is also 
in the theater, and he 
starts killing everybody. 
And he does this while 
dressed as a big owl. 
With plucky heroine and 
ambiguous ending. 

“Truck Turner” 
(1974): Isaac Hayes 
is Truck Turner, bail 
bondsman and smooth 
lover, forced by cir-
cumstances beyond 
his control to clean 
up the streets and get 
his jailbird girlfriend 
a kitten. With gratu-
itous nekkidity and 
unironic fried chicken. 
The terrific soundtrack 
by Hayes adds a great 
deal, with toe-tapping, 
car-crashing numbers 
such as “Pursuit of the 
Pimpmobile,” “Hospital 
Shootout,” and “Drink-
ing.”  

“Exterminators of the 
Year 3000” (1983): Aka 
“Mildly Miffed Max,” this 
Road Warrior rip-off was 
made in Italy and Spain 
for about $11.87 (that’s 
$37.62 in today’s dol-
lars). The big difference 
between this and the 
Mad Max films, besides 

Continued on next page

When Seth 
Rogovoy, 
acclaimed 

author, critic, and cul-
tural commentator of 
“The Rogovoy Report” on 
WAMC Northeast Public 
Radio, was asked to lead 
a talkback at The Tri-
plex in Great Barrington 
following a screening 
of the Bob Dylan biopic 
“A Complete Unknown,” 
he took on the task with 
a thoughtful and mea-
sured approach.

“I really try to fos-
ter a conversation and 
keep my opinions about 
the film to myself,” said 
Rogovoy before the event 
on Sunday, Jan. 5. “I want 
to let people talk about 
how they felt about it 
and then I ask follow-up 
questions, or people ask 
me questions. I don’t 
reveal a lot about my 
feelings until the end.”

The film, directed by 
James Mangold and star-
ring Timothée Chalamet 
as Bob Dylan, portrays 
young Dylan’s arrival 
in Greenwich Village 
during the early 1960s. 
The film depicts his 
interactions with key fig-
ures like Woody Guthrie, 
Pete Seeger, Joan Baez, 
and Suze Rotolo (called 

Sylvie Russo in the film), 
while also exploring 
Dylan’s evolution from 
performing traditional 
folk songs to writing his 
own, including iconic 
tracks like “Blowin’ in 
the Wind.” The narrative 
touches on his struggles 
with fame, identity, and 
the pressure to con-
form, culminating in his 
controversial electric 
performance at the 1965 
Newport Folk Festival. 

“I went into seeing 
the film with an open 
mind,” said Rogovoy, 
“recognizing that this 
film is not for me. It’s not 

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Seth Rogovoy at the screening of “A Complete Unknown” at The Triplex.

FILM: PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Continued on B3

PHOTO COURTESY IMDB.COM

A scene from “Exterminators of the Year 3000”

FILM: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

EDUCATION: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

for ‘Dylanologists,’ for 
experts. It’s a Hollywood 
film. I don’t think it 
does harm, but I think it 
doesn’t do a lot of what it 
could have done.”

The film presents a 
sentimental narrative 
with many historical in-
accuracies. “According to 
Elijah Wald, whose book 
the film is based on, he 
said he likes the film but 
that it’s entirely fiction-
al,” said Rogovoy.

The talkback itself 
was lively, with audience 
members sharing their 
thoughts on the film’s 
nostalgic appeal and 

its historical inaccura-
cies. Several attendees 
mentioned how the film 
helped them relive the 
cultural transformation 
of the era. 

“It brings to mind the 
first time I heard that 
music, and the change 
it had on our culture,” 
shared one audience 
member. 

Another attendee, 
who was just a baby 
during the time period 
depicted in the film, 
said, “I loved how much 
of his music they did 

On Thursday, Jan. 
2, the David M. 
Hunt Library in 

Falls Village, Conn., host-
ed a joy-filled “Bunny 
Story Hour with Piper 
and Otis the Rabbit.” Otis 
is the 8-year-old beloved 
pet rabbit of Piper and 
Walter Peterson, who 
live in Falls Village. “I 
guess she’s about 50 in 
bunny years,” said Piper. 

Brittany Spear-Baron, 
the library’s assistant 
director and youth pro-
gramming coordinator, 
curates the twice-a-week 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 10:30 a.m.) themed 
story-time for children. 
“We usually get kids aged 
1 to 4 years old, but it’s 
a wider range right now 
because of the holiday.”

Once the children 
were seated, Piper ex-
plained how to care for 
Otis— from feeding, to 
cleaning, to his sleeping 
needs. “Otis is noctur-
nal,” Piper explained. 
Piper then read several 
books to the group that 
she had selected about 
rabbits.

Spear-Baron said, 
“It’s a fun way for kids 
to meet each other and 
have some community 
time.”

For more information 
about ongoing programs 
and special events at the 
library, visit: huntlibrary.
org

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Piper Peterson 
reading to  
the group.



On planting a Yellowwood tree

... The Triplex
Continued from previous page

As an inveterate 
collector of all 
possibly winter 

hardy East coast native 
shrubs and trees, I take 
a rather expansive view 
of the term “native”; 
anything goes as long as 
it grows along the East 
coast. After I killed those 
impenetrable thickets of 
Asiatic invasive shrubs 
and vines which sur-
rounded our property, I 
suddenly found myself 
with plenty of open 
planting space.

That’s when, a few 
years ago, I also plant-
ed a Yellowwood tree, 
(Cladastris kentukea). It 
is a rare, medium-sized 
tree in the legume fami-
ly—spectacular when in 
bloom and golden yellow 
in fall.  In the wild, it has 
a very disjointed distri-
bution in southeastern 
states, yet a large speci-
men, obviously once part 
of a long-gone garden, 
has now become part 
of the woods bordering 
Route 4 on its highest 
point between Sharon 
and Cornwall.

It has always intrigued 
me that so many species, 
whose native ranges 
today are much further 
south, grow so well here.  
Besides Yellowwood, 
that includes, for exam-
ple, the Bald Cypress 
(Taxodium distichum) of 
southern swamps whose 
natural range reaches 
into southern New Jersey. 
However, it also grows in 
Litchfield hills gardens 
and, incongruously, even 
as a street tree in New 
York. Among others are 
PawPaw (Asimia trilo-
ba), Carolina silverbell 
(Halesia carolina), Amer-
ican snowbell (Styrax 
americanus), Redbud 
(Cercis canadensis), and 
Sourwood (Oxydendron 
arboreum), a good-sized 
tree with white flowering 
racemes and outstand-
ing brilliant, deep red 
fall foliage.  Besides our 
local swamp and Pinxter 
azaleas, others that are 
very hardy here include 
the early-flowering Pink-
shell azalea (Rhododen-
dron vaseyi) of the North 
Carolina mountains and  

from the mountains of 
Georgia, the rare-in-
the-wild, July-flowering 
Plumleaf azalea,  (R. 
prunifolium). Robust 
and larger in habit and 
most stunning of all is 
the Flame azalea (R. 
calendulaceum), which 
historically grew as far 
north as southeast New 
York, where it is now 
extirpated.

After some research, 
I learned that Cladastris 
kentukea might have 
grown over a much 
wider and more north-
ern area, but during the 
last glaciation episode, 
it survived in the wild 
only in those isolated 
southern locations. That 
it survived at all so close 
to the glaciers edge is 
in itself an indication of 
cold hardiness. It is es-
timated, based on fossil 
plant and pollen records, 
that with the retreat of 
the icecap around 16,000 
years ago, trees migrat-
ed again northward at 
a rate of approximately 
50 km per century.  This 
may apply to prolific 
sprouters such as ma-
ples, ashes and oaks, but 
it could be much slower, 
I suspect, for the many 
rarer plants which don’t 
get around by wind, 
squirrels, and birds, or 
are—unlike our common 
trees—finnicky to sprout 

from seeds.  I can also 
imagine how many of the 
rarer trees and shrubs, 
for example Fringetree 
(Chionanthus virgini-
cus), became collateral 
damage during the 19th 
century clearcutting for 
charcoal and farming.  
In any case, Yellowwood 
didn’t manage to recol-
onize its former range, 
and a similar scenario 
may apply to those other 
woody plants with a 
more southerly distribu-
tion today but that are 
perfectly hardy up here.

Climate change, 
which used to occur over 
millennia, now seems 
to happen within half a 
century. Birds, like the 
Carolina wren, can adapt 
quickly and become 
abundant after just a 
few warm winters—but 
plants are stuck.  They 
need help to keep up 
with such rapid change. 
In the case of trees and 
shrubs, human garden-
ers can assist them in 
expanding their ranges 
into areas that are now 
warm enough for them 
to live thrive again.  

I bought a sapling Wa-
ter tupelo (Nyssa aquat-
ica), native to southern 
swamps, from a Missouri 
nursery. It has survived 
two winters so far—al-
beit quite mild ones—in 
a woody swamp here at 

1100ft elevation. One 
hundred years from 
now, who knows—ugar 
maples, which thrive 
in cold, snowy winters, 
might be replaced with 
sweetgum (Liquidam-
bar styraciflua), a more 
southern hardwood.  

I found space for trees 
by clearing thickets of 
invasives. The modern 
trend of transforming ex-
cessively large lawns into 
natural meadows also 
provides an opportunity 
to plant native trees with 
an understory of shrubs 
and ferns, whether as a 
stand-alone copse or a 
forest edge. This is not 
meant to replace flowers 
and grasses but to com-
plement them, based 
on the understanding 
that, in our region, the 
primary ecosystem is 
forest—an exceptionally 
species-rich one to boot, 
with over a half dozen 
oaks alone.  

Compared to watch-
ing grass grow, watching 
a tree—any tree—grow is 
almost exciting, given a 
bit of patience. Early on, 
protection against deer 
is necessary, but later, 
maintenance is relative-
ly minimal; the leaves 
can simply fall and stay 
where they may.

Fritz Mueller lives in 
Sharon.

PHOTO BY FRITZ MUELLER

The author planted this Yellowwood tree a few years ago on some of his 
open space.

NATURE: FRITZ MUELLER
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At The 
Movies WHDD AM 1020  

Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 01/10 > THU 01/16 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

OH, CANADA

NOSFERATU

✴ LOVE MOVIES? BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!✴

A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN
MUFASA

Sat. January 11 @ 7:00 PM

OH,CANADA
 +Q&A with Zach Shaffer

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE FOR 

UPCOMING  
SHOWTIMES
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play. It wasn’t just one 
verse and then cut away. 
I really got a renewed 
appreciation for his ge-
nius. I’m going full Dylan 
when I get home.”

While Rogovoy’s 
approach during the 
talkback was to facilitate 
discussion, audience 
members were eager to 
hear his analysis. His 
2009 book, “Bob Dylan: 
Prophet Mystic Poet” 
explores Dyan’s connec-
tion to Jewish liturgy. In 
contrast to “A Complete 
Unknown,” Rogovoy 
offered a reminder of 
“I’m Not There,” the 2007 
experimental musical 
drama co-written and 
directed by Todd Haynes 
where six actors por-
trayed different facets of 
Dylan’s persona. He de-
scribed the film’s nonlin-
ear narrative as offering 
what he called “a Dylan-
esque portrayal” of the 
artist, capturing more of 
the complexity of Dylan’s 
identity. Rogovoy char-
acterized Chalamet’s 
portrayal as “one note.”

“And how do we know 
about the essence of 
Bob Dylan at that time?” 
asked Rogovoy. “Well, 
because there are a 
number of documentary 
films with footage of that 
time, which I’m sure that 
they (the filmmakers and 
cast) all viewed again 

and again. My under-
standing of Chalamet’s 
preparation was that he 
really immersed himself 
in everything to be a 
credible Bob Dylan. But 
in the end, I just found 
him to be entirely mono-
chromatic.”

The screening and 
talkback provided a 
nuanced platform for 
discussing “A Complete 
Unknown”—a film that, 
while not without flaws, 
ignited a conversation 
about Bob Dylan’s influ-
ence and his enigmatic 
role in shaping American 
music and culture. 

Fire & Ice event 
at Stissing Center 
kicks off 2025 season

On Saturday, Jan. 18, 
the Stissing Center in 
Pine Plains will host 
its Fire & Ice event, a 
celebratory kickoff and 
unveiling of its 2025 
season. The evening 
fundraiser will consist 
of a cocktail party and 
a performance and will 
also serve as also the 
introduction of the sea-
son’s theme, “Find Your 
Center.”

After a cocktail hour 
complete with a signa-
ture Winter Margarita 
and delicious food, there 
will be a 90-minute 
show demonstrating the 
variety of arts enter-
tainment ticket holders 
can expect this season. 
Musical artists include 
Will Lawrence from the 
Felice Brothers, Alec Sis-
co, The Stissing Climb-

ers (a bluegrass band), 
and Sophia Zhou, the 
Stissing Center’s direc-
tor of chamber music, 
playing Gershwin. The 
evening will feature two 
brief dance pieces curat-
ed by Catherine Tharin, 
along with the premiere 
of “Mr. Marty Pants,” a 
short comedy written 
and directed by the 
Stissing Center’s new ex-
ecutive director, Patrick 
Trettenero, filmed in 
Pine Plains. Comedian 
and Pine Plains resident 
Rachel Lenihan will 
emcee the event. 

“I’m thrilled to have a 
fun, festive way to show 
off the promise of the 
amazing new season at 
Stissing Center,” said 
Trettenero. 

For tickets, visit thes-
tissingcenter.org

PHOTO PROVIDED



TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

 JANUARY 10
Banned Book Club

David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Friday, Jan. 10 at 4 
p.m. the David M. Hunt 
Library and the Falls 
Village Equity Project 
will host a Banned Book 
Club. This month we will 
be discussing the book 
"My Sister's Keeper" by 
Jodi Picoult. Copies of 
the book are available at 
the library. This group 
is open to anyone high 
school aged and older.

Lunch and Learn at 
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 
10 Upper Main St., Sharon, 
Conn. hotchkisslibrary.org

Beginning Jan. 10, join us 
on the second and fourth 
Fridays of every month 
for a nutritious lunch 
and a variety of activities 
including movies, chair 
yoga, Qigong, crafts, 
Scrabble, cards, and 
more! The program runs 
through September 
2025, with activities 
changing each session. 
Pre-registration required; 
limited to 12 participants 
per session.

Register for Jan. 10: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/13742089

Register for January 24: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/13742094

For more info, call 
(860) 364-5041 or visit 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.
org.

 JANUARY 11
Hotspot: Paintings by Kit 

White
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

Cornwall Library 
presents Hotspot, an 
exhibition of dramatic 
paintings by Kit White, 
inspired by California 
wildfires and climate 
change. Featuring 
White's innovative 
technique of embedding 
photographs in oil 
paint, the works offer 
a powerful, layered 
response to the 
apocalyptic imagery of 
wildfire and memory.
Kit White, a New 
York-based artist and 
writer, has exhibited 
widely, including 
at the Guggenheim 
Museum, and is known 
for his exploration of 
photography’s impact 
on our perception of the 
world. The exhibition 
will be on view from 
Jan. 11 to Feb. 22. 
There will be an Artist’s 
Reception on Saturday, 
Jan. 11, 5 to 7 p.m. 
(Registration requested: 
cornwalllibrary.org/
events)

Connecticut's Foxes
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Join Ginny Apple, Master 
Wildlife Conservationist, 
on Jan. 11 at 1 p.m. for a 
talk about Connecticut's 
two species of fox: the 
Red Fox and the tree-
climbing Grey Fox. Learn 
about their roles in the 
ecosystem and their 
fascinating behaviors. 
Free and open to the 
public.

 JANUARY 12
A.J. Croce: Croce Plays 

Croce – The Jim Croce 
Birthday Bash
Warner Theatre – Oneglia 
Auditorium, 68 Main St., 
Torrington, Conn.

On Sunday, Jan. 12, at 7 
p.m., join A.J. Croce for 
a heartfelt tribute to his 
father, Jim Croce, in this 
emotional, high-energy 
performance. Featuring 
iconic hits like "Bad, Bad 
Leroy Brown" and "Time 
in a Bottle," A.J. Croce 

B3B3
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Hand (Spanish)
 5. Siskel and __, critics
 10. Seaman
 12. Chemical weapon
 14. One who eliminates
 16. � ey precede C
 18. Baseball stat
 19. Americans’ “uncle”
 20. Cassia tree
 22. Surround
 23. Crisp and Pebbles are 

two
 25. A sudden very loud 

sound
 26. A�  rmative
 27. Disadvantage
 28. Corpuscle count 

(abbr.)
 30. OJ trial judge
 31. New York art district
 33. Become more bleak
 35. Upstate NY city
 37. Clari� ed butters 
 38. One who witnesses
 40. Condemn
 41. __ juris
 42. Natural
 44. Prohibit
 45. Swiss river
 48. Greek war god
 50. 5 iron
 52. New Zealand 

mountain parrot
 53. Scandinavian surname
 55. Follows sigma
 56. Doctor of Education
 57. Spanish be
 58. One that feeds on bugs
 63. Tooth issue
 65. Get into
 66. Lumps of clay
 67. Overly studious 

student

CLUES DOWN
 1. Variety of Chinese
 2. Boxing’s GOAT
 3. Japanese classical 

theater
 4. Prayer
 5. Inspire with love
 6. Ballplayers’ accessory
 7. Retailer payment 

system
 8. More raw
 9. Atomic #81
 10. Fencing sword
 11. Hostilities
 13. Sea dweller

 15. Resinlike substance 
secreted by certain insects

 17. Businessmen
 18. Rest here please (abbr.)
 21. Loud devices
 23. Make a so�  murmuring 

sound
 24. One point west of due 

south
 27. Trout
 29. Type of grass
 32. South American plant 
 34. Letter of the Greek 

alphabet
 35. Not secure
 36. Traveler
 39. Sweet potato
 40. Period a� er sunrise and 

before sunset
 43. Some are choppy
 44. Asian country
 46. Genus of mosquitoes
 47. Cool!

January 2 Solution

January 2 Solution

Sudoku

 49. Shrill, wailing sound
 51. A baglike structure in 

a plant or animal
 54. Within
 59. Unhappy
 60. Decorate a cake with 

frosting
 61. Videocassette recorder
 62. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 64. It cools a home

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Boxing match interval

2. Canal transport vessel

4. A stanza in poetry

5. Australian Open starts Jan. 12

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Square root of nine

P          A             S          T          E

R          O             A          S          T

S           T             A          I           R

S           T             A         R           K

S           T             A         R           T

celebrates the timeless 
legacy of Jim Croce, while 
showcasing his own 
remarkable music.

Tickets start at $49. Visit 
warnertheatre.org or call 
(860) 489-7180 for tickets.

 JANUARY 16
The Devil's Element: 

Phosphorus and a 
World Out of Balance - 
Book Talk with author 
Dan Egan
Lovejoy Auditorium, Cary 
Institute, Millbrook, N.Y.

On Thursday, Jan. 16 at 7 
p.m., in person at Cary's 
Lovejoy Auditorium or 
virtually, watch author 

Dan Egan give a book 
talk. Phosphorus can 
be both lethal and life-
giving. Can we find a 
phosphorus balance, 
so that we can have 
food on the table and 
healthy waters? In his 
latest book, The Devil's 

Element: Phosphorus 
and a World Out of 
Balance, Pulitzer Prize 
finalist Dan Egan 
investigates the past, 
present, and future of 
what has been called “the 
oil of our time.”

SWSA film premiers  
at Colonial on Jan. 11

“The Jump,” a docu-
mentary about Salisbury 
Winter Sports Associa-
tion (SWSA) , will show 
on Saturday, Jan. 11, at 
the Colonial Theatre, 27 
Railroad Street in North 
Canaan. The event is free 
to the first 120 attend-
ees on a first come, first 
served basis.

The hour-long film 
was written, produced 
and directed by Rich 
Hanley, a Grammy-nom-
inated filmmaker and 
professor emeritus at 
Quinnipiac University 
and covers the histo-
ry of Satre Hill from its 
beginnings in the 1920s 
through 2014.

Featured in the doc-
umentary is Roy Sher-
wood, a hometown hero 
who overcame a bout of 
polio to compete in the 
1956 Olympics.

The doors open for the 
event at 5:30 p.m. with 
the film showing at 6 p.m. 
with remarks by Hanley. 
Also in attendance will be 
the film’s videographer 
Brad O’Connor, film ed-
itor Jim O’Connor and 
narrator Brian Smith.

C o m p l i m e n t a r y 
snacks will be provided 
by The Black Rabbit Bar 
and Grille.

After the documenta-
ry’s debut, it will air on 
Connecticut Public TV 
(CPTV) on the following 
dates: Jan. 13 at 10 p.m., 
Jan. 15 at 2 p.m., and Jan. 
18 at 7 p.m. It will also air 
on CPTV Spirit on Jan. 
22 at 7 p.m., Jan. 25 at 
4 p.m. and Jan. 27 at 10 
p.m.

To learn more about 
SWSA’s plans, programs 
and Jumpfest 2025 visit 
jumpfest.org.

... Schlock and Awful
Continued from B1

talent, is in this one it’s 
water, not gasoline, that 
everybody’s after. There 
are a lot of cars crashing 
around and some weird 
dialogue that doesn’t 
make much sense and 
girls in leather pants 
which must have been 
really uncomfortable in 
the desert. 

“Shrunken Heads” 
(1994): Here at The 
Lakeville Journal’s Bad 
Cinema desk, we like to 

save the worst for last. 
This flick, brought to you 
from the entire Elfman 
family, neatly and con-
cisely explains why it’s 
never a good idea to get 
too close to your local 
voodoo practitioner. (A 
simple “Hello, how are 
you?” will suffice.) This 
incredibly strange film 
should have made “Eat 
Da Whizzo” a national 
catchphrase, but didn’t. 
With shrunken head sex, 
sort of, and righteous 
retribution against the 
bad guys. Highly recom-
mended, especially if 
you’re in traction. 

To advertise your event, call (860) 435-9873  
or email advertising@lakevillejournal.com

In last week's WotW, the 
'T' in ROAST should have 

appeared green.
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Our Towns

25 North Main St., Kent, CT
Tue - Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5; Closed Mon
860-927-0009  |  sundogshoe@aol.com

OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!
INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE JANUARY 10TH - FEBRUARY 1ST

Save 10% - 50% o�  ALL shoes

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

The Audit report for 
the Town of Sharon for the 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 
2024 is on file for public 
inspection in the Town 
Clerks office during regular 
office hours and online at 
sharonct.gov.

Linda R. Amerighi
Sharon Town Clerk

01-09-25

LEGAL NOTICE
The Audited Financial 

Statements for the Town 
of Salisbury covering the 
period from July 1, 2023 to 
June 30, 2024 are on file with 
the Town Clerk and available 
for inspection.

Kristine M Simmons
Town Clerk, Salisbury

01-09-25

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF CANAAN
Pursuant to Sec. 12-145 

of the Connecticut statutes, 
the Tax Collector, Town 
of Canaan gives notice 
that she will be ready to 
receive Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle taxes and the 2nd 

installment of Real Estate 
& Personal Property taxes 
due January 1, 2025 at the 
Canaan Town Hall, PO 
Box 47, 108 Main St., Falls 
Village, CT 06031.

 Office Hours: Mondays 
and Wednesdays 9:00-12:00.

Payments  must  b e 
received or postmarked by 
February 3, 2025 to avoid 
interest.

All taxes remaining 
unpaid after February 3, 
2025 will be charged interest 
from January 1, 2025 at the 
rate of 1.5% for each month 
from the due date of the 
delinquent tax to the date of 
payment, with a minimum 
interest charge of $2.00. Sec. 
12-146

Failure to receive a tax bill 
does not relieve the taxpayer 
of their responsibility for 
the payment of taxes or 
delinquent charges. Sec.12-
30
Rebecca Juchert-Derungs, 

CCMC
12-19-24
01-02-25
01-23-25
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By Robin Roraback

CORNWALL — Area lo-
cavores in search of goods and 
food produced right here in 
the Northwest Corner have 
found The Local at 415 Sha-
ron-Goshen Turnpike in West 
Cornwall, just past the cov-
ered bridge. 

Libby Mitchell, who 
oversees The Local, said, “In 
the beginning we had three 
farmers and one bread mak-
er.” Now it has more than 124 
vendors in the shop. 

She explained that The 
Local began on Dec. 5, 2020, 
during the pandemic. “The 
Hughes Memorial Library 
had made many attempts at 
community programming at 
its location at 35 Lower Riv-
er Road but the lack of water 
into the building made a two 
day a week indoor farmer’s 
market impossible, so the 
board voted to rent the space 
at 415 Sharon Goshen Turn-
pike and The Local was born.” 
She added, “The library has 
since bought the building.”

Rooted in community: The Local cultivates 
connection by supporting growers and makers

Mitchell went on to say, 
“I never say no” to someone 
who wants to sell at the shop. 
“I don’t curate. The public 
decides.” 

A smattering of items for 
sale range from pottery by 

Jane Herold, Pam Church, 
and the Cornwall Bridge 
Pottery, to jewelry by Marci 
Vincitorio, handsewn stuffed 
animals and book marks by 
Lauren Kendrick Creations, 
honey from the local hives of 

Sharon Valley Honey, maple 
syrup from Ridgway Farm, 
herbal teas and herbal rem-
edies from Treasa Pattison, 
handmade jewelry and felt-
ing from Jennifer Hurlburt 
Markow, two kinds of quiche, 
one  from Pebbles Bakery and 
one from Amy From Church 
Farm who also makes  or-

ganic kabocha pie, original 
Kentucky Bourbon balls 
from Eama’s House, greeting 
cards by various artists, jam 
from Tea Jams, wooden cut-
ting boards by Brian Saccardi, 
horses made from corks by 
Jodi Bogus, and kale salad 
from Frank Food Compa-
ny.  Vendors come from all 
over the northwest corner of 
Connecticut and neighboring 
regions. 

Mitchell pointed out Un-
dermountain Weavers of 
Salisbury who make their 
products with wool from 
Birdseye and Tanner Brook 
Farms, another vendor, as a 
product that is by a local busi-
ness from local materials. 

The long wooden table 
in the center of the shop is 
filled every Friday with pies, 
salads, raspberry apple oat 
bars, focaccia bread, quiches, 
homemade breads, and other 

edibles and “by the end of the 
day Saturday, all the food is 
gone.” She notes this is most-
ly due to locals, “Tourists 
who come to see the covered 
bridge buy different things 
than the locals. The locals go 
for the foods.”  

When items sell, 90% of 
the sales go back to the ven-
dors while 10% goes to the 
running of the building. 

Mitchell also oversees The 
Union next door to The Lo-
cal. The Union has high-speed 
internet access, which people 
can reserve a time to use for 
free. Upstairs is The Wellness 
Collective with Yoga classes 
six days a week in the morn-
ings and evenings. 

The Local is open on Fri-
days from 12 to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. when Mitchell is joined 
by assistant, Joseph Villa Arpi, 
both ready to help customers. 

A selection of food from The Local, all made by local 
bakers from throughout the northwest corner.  The 
Local sells the wares of more than 124 local artists, 
bakers, farmers, potters and craftspeople throughout 
the Northwest Corner. 

PHOTOS BY ROBIN RORABACK

A selection of work from local potters at The Local in West Cornwall.

By Alec Linden

SHARON — This winter, 
Northwest Corner residents 
will be able to receive a car-
diovascular health screening 
at the Sharon Town Hall.

From 9 to 11 a.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 3, Pulse4Pulse 
will be offering 20 minute, 
non-invasive circulation 
tests with real-time results 
and recommendations from 
registered clinicians. 

Most insurances will be 
accepted at the event, and 

Cardiovascular health 
screening service to hold 
session in Sharon

those whose insurance is 
not covered may pay a $100 
cash price if between 18 and 
64 years old, or a $50 fee if 
65 or older.

Pulse4Pulse affirms the 
importance of early detec-
tion medicine in successful 
treatment for cardiovascular 
disease, identifying asymp-
tomatic patients through 
preventative screening.

To register for a screen-
ing, call Doreen Napoli from 
Pulse4Pulse at (860) 919-
7358.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Holiday season wrapped
Sharon Hospital, in partnership with Angels of Light, 
collected more than 50 donated gifts for local children 
in need this holiday season. Sharon Hospital President 
Christina McCulloch (left) and Clinical Navigator 
Jim Hutchison thanked visitors and staff for their 
generosity.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Sweet start to 2025
Cornwall ushered in the new year with stacks of 
flapjacks Jan. 1. A decades-long tradition, The Parish 
House at the United Church of Christ was filled with 
hungry residents and busy volunteers serving up fresh 
pancakes, sausage, juice, coffee and real maple syrup. 
The first breakfast of the year supported Cornwall 
Volunteer Fire Department’s efforts to save for two 
new trucks. Above, local pancake experts, from left, 
Steve Brandfield, Mary Van Tassel and Kirk Van Tassel 
flipped more flapjacks than they could count.

Welcoming 2025 in the Northwest Corner

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Noon Year’s Eve in Falls Village
The children’s area of the David M. Hunt Library was 
a seething mass of children participating in a “Noon 
Year’s Eve” celebration Tuesday morning, Dec. 31. 
Brittany Spear-Baron blew bubbles and small children 
chased them. 

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Kent kids celebrate
Youngsters joined Kent Memorial Library on New 
Years Eve to hear stories about the Eve. Kate Zarin, 
Youth Services Director of the library, read two books 
special for the occasion. Kids and adults both enjoyed 
“Squirrel’s New Year Resolutions” and “The Night 
Before New Year.” After the books were read, kids 
gathered at the art table and with paper and colors in 
hand, they created art works for the New Year.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Making noise at Scoville
A group of eight children plus assorted parents and 
grandparents got a head start on ringing in the New 
Year at the Scoville Memorial Library Tuesday, Dec. 
31. Fabian Smeall, age 4, concentrated mightily on 
making her noisemaker as her father Andrew struggled 
with a stubborn glue bottle. 
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.Real Estate

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To view all the news 
and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal 

and The Millerton 
News each week, go to 

our websites at  
lakevillejournal.com 
and millertonnews.

com

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …

Your Independent, 

Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com

THE MILLERTON NEWS

COMPASS

HELP WANTED SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

MID CENTURY FURNITURE 
WANTED:1950’s-1970’s 
designer modern furni-
ture and lighting. Danish, 
French, Italian and Amer-
ican design. Eames, Knoll, 
Herman Miller, Nakashima, 
Wegner, Noguchi Etc. Buy-
ing Vintage Porsche cars 
any condition. Open Air 
Modern 718.383.6465 info@ 
openairmodern.com.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference,

REAL ESTATE
: limitation, or discrimination 

based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice,

REAL ESTATE
: statement or advertisement 

with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

Wheeler & Taylor, the regions premier independent insurance 
agency, seeks qualified candidates to join our rapidly growing 
agency.  We are currently recruiting for experienced Personal 
and Commercial Lines Account Mangers as well as seasoned 
Insurance Producers.

These full time, client facing positions require energetic and 
detailed oriented individuals.  Account Managers are primarily 
responsible for managing client accounts, maintaining strong 
relationships and providing excellent customer service. The 
Account Manager will also be responsible for reviewing 
insurance policies, identifying client needs, and recommending 
appropriate coverage options.

The key responsibilities of the Account Executive/Producer is 
to leverage their industry expertise in developing new business 
while also retaining current clients through the use of excellent 
relationship-building skills and in-depth knowledge of the 
commercial and personal lines insurance landscape. The 
Account Executive/Producer will collaborate with our internal 
service team to deliver excellent customer service, solve critical 
issues, and provide customized solutions for insurance risks.

Wheeler & Taylor offers an excellent compensation package 
commensurate with experience, opportunities for annual profit 
sharing and a superior benefit program for our employees. 

If interested please contact Tom Blauvelt at 413-528-1004  
or email at: tblavuelt@wheelerandtaylor.com

ACCOUNT MANAGER

PART-TIME BOOKKEEP-
ER: needed in Sharon. 
407-620-7777.

CARPENTER’S HELPER: 
needed for local renovation/
new construction business 
specializing in all phases of 
construction. Full-time. Pay 
to commensurate with ex-
perience. Must be depend-
able with reliable transpor-
tation. Good references a 
must. Call 860-309-5290.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

BELOW LAYS OUT A UNIQUE RENTAL LOCATED IN THE BERKSHIRE 
AREA, ALONG WITH A SPECIAL SALISBURY BUILDING LOT OFFERING.

2 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHS, STUNNING 
VIEWS; set on a wonderful hillside lot 
in the hills.  Provides convenient access 
to all the ARTS that NW CT and the 
BERKSHIRES have to offer.  Available 
for a year, or longer.  Asking $12,000 per 
month, OR as agreed. 

5.9 acres, comprised of 2 tax lots set along 
both a wonderful brook, and the Rail Trail, 
view, a quick, walk-to-village convenience. 
Ideal for a single home or compound. 
OFFERED AT $425,000.

A LUXURY RENTAL UNIQUE CENTER OF SALISBURY
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By Riley Klein 

LITCHFIELD — Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 
School girls varsity basketball 
came back to win 47-40 in 
overtime against Lakeview 
High School Jan. 2. 

HVRHS trailed by 12 
points at the half and never 
led in regulation. After tying 
the game late in the fourth 

Housy girls beat Lakeview in OT, boys fall short
quarter, HVRHS held Lakev-
iew scoreless in OT. 

“This is a team that never 
quits,” said Coach Jake Plitt 
after the road victory. 

Housatonic’s Kylie Leon-
ard nailed a deep three-point-
er with six seconds remain-
ing to tie the game 40-40. 
Leonard went on to score 
four more in overtime to help 
seal the win.  

Lakeview’s guards put on 
a shooting clinic for the first 
three quarters. Sophomore 
Allie Pape finished with 20 
points and senior Shae Hig-
gins ended with 14 points. 
Lakeview fans were vocal 
about contact in the second 
half that went uncalled by 
the refs. 

HVRHS’s forwards dom-
inated the boards on both 

ends of the court with Khy-
ra McClennon and Maddy 
Johnson reeling in rebounds 
left and right. Disciplined de-
fense kept the Mountaineers 
in the game. 

“We really pride ourselves 
defensively and when we 
have high defensive energy 
it turns into offense,” said 
Coach Plitt.  

HVRHS was led in scor-
ing by Tessa Dekker with 13 
points. Kylie Leonard ended 
with 12 points. Olivia Brooks 
and Khyra McClennon each 
scored eight points. 

The Mountaineers ad-
vanced to .500 on the season 
with a record of 3-3. Lakev-
iew moved to 2-4. 

Boys game
Immediately following 

the girls showdown Jan. 2, 
the boys teams from both 
HVRHS and Lakeview took 
the court. 

Lakeview’s shooters re-
fused to miss early on and 
quickly established a com-
fortable lead. A series of four  
consecutive three-pointers in 
a row gave Lakeview a 25-10 
margin after the first quar-
ter, which grew to 49-20 by 
halftime. 

Lakeview stayed hot in 
the second half and the game 
concluded 82-34 in favor of 
the Bobcats. 

Following the result, both 
teams’ records moved to 2-4 
for the 2024-25 season. 

HVRHS returns to home 
court Friday, Jan. 10, to host 
Northwestern Regional High 
School. Junior varsity tips off 
at 5:30 p.m. with varsity to 
follow at 7 p.m.

Housatonic’s Olivia Brooks stole the ball from Lakeview’s Shae Hig-
gins as HVRHS clawed back in the fourth quarter.

The visiting section erupted in shock and applause after Housatonic’s Kylie Leonard nailed a 
deep three-pointer to tie the game with six seconds remaining in regulation.

PHOTO BY BRIAN ALLYN

Housy boys win Holiday Tournament
The HVRHS Mountaineers secured a 60-39 win over O’Brien Technical High 
School Dec. 30 in the Berkshire League/Connecticut Technical Conference Holiday 
Tournament championship game. This was the fourth year of the BL/CTC Holiday 
Tournament and the first time HVRHS took home the trophy. Owen Riemer led 
the Mountaineers in scoring with 19 points against O’Brien Tech. Anthony Labba-
dia scored 11 and Jesse Bonhotel scored 10. In the first round of the tournament, 
HVRHS defeated Gilbert High School 62-40 on Dec. 27.

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Above, HVRHS’s Anthony Foley matched up against 
Lakeview’s Cole Karpicki. Below, from left, HVRHS’s 
Wes Allyn, Lakeview’s Connor Aldrich and HVRHS’s 
Owen Riemer jostle for positioning below the net.
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Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Waste Management

Tree Service

TV Service

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

West Cornwall, CT
860-790-0671

cmcarting@gmail.com
www.cmcartingsolutions.com

JUNK REMOVAL  
DUMPSTER RENTAL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 1/31/25
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