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Letter from the President
Welcome to the 99th year of ski jumping at Satre 

Hill! 
As in years past our weekend will begin Friday night 

with Target jumping under the lights followed by the 
Human Dog Sled race to fi nish out the evening. Sat-
urday morning will include the Junior meet on our 
20-meter with skiers participating from throughout 
New England and New York. Later in the morning we 
will move to our 70-meter hill and have the Salisbury 
Invitational Competition. Saturday evening will con-
clude with the Snowball at the Lakeville Grove build-
ing with live music, beverages and giveaways. Sunday, 
we return late morning to the large hill for the Eastern 
States Championships. Jumpers on Sunday will also be 
named to the Eastern Junior National team, which this 
year will be held in Park City, Utah during the fi rst week 
in March.

As you make your way around the facility, you’ll also 
see many diff erent organizations from within the area 
helping and benefi ting from this weekend and your gen-
erosity. The Lakeville Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary, 
Sunday in The Country Food Drive, Salisbury Central 
School SOAR program, Red Hawks Hockey, and Eastern 
Ski Jumping are all here and appreciate your support. 

As we approach our event this winter, we look back 
over the past year and realize how much we set out to 
do and how much we’ve accomplished as a club. A year 
ago, in November we were in the design phase for our 
new 36-meter jump. By January 2024, we were set-
ting up our campaign committee and its members. In 
February, we announced the “Launch,” and showed our 
design and how to help reach our fi nal goal. Thirteen 
months later our capital campaign is winding down, 
demolition of the old tower and hill is complete, earth 
work has begun, and the steel beams parts and pieces 
are currently being fabricated in nearby Canaan CT.

It takes dedication and belief in a club. Its mission 
is to make these things come to fruition. For many 
Directors this is our second major capital campaign, 
since we originally rebuilt our large hill in 2010-2011. No 

matter which campaign we were working toward, no 
one worked harder for fundraising than our Treasurer, 
Jon Higgins. His 45 plus years of service to this club are 
impressive, as well as his commitment to our mission 
statement. It has been our pleasure to have worked with 
him on SWSA events. It would be hard to put into words 
how much his hard work has helped propel this club 
forward over the years. This year’s program is dedicated 
to Jon and his involvement in all things SWSA. Please 
take the time to read his dedication, and thank him, as 
he is usually the fi rst face you see walking into Jumpfest 
and the last as you leave. We say “thank you Jon” and 
look forward to your help and guidance moving for-
ward. 

Like many things in town SWSA is run by volunteers 
who work hard to provide a service or unique experi-
ence to the community. Our club, like the Lakeville 
Hose Company or the Salisbury Volunteer Ambulance, 
is always in need of people who would like to give back 
or help out in the community. If you like the outdoors, 
appreciate the winter season for what it can be, or want 

Ken Barker

to just learn more about the sport of ski jumping feel 
free to contact any of the Directors here if you’d like to 
get more involved in SWSA. 

We are approaching our 100th year of jumping here 
in Salisbury and plan to continue that legacy moving 
forward. These experiences for the area’s youth are im-
portant steps and make our community such a special 
place to grow up in and live. 

Unfortunately, every year we seem to lose some folks 
who have been part of SWSA. 

Cathy Sherwood was a wife and mom to some 
very special volunteers from the past and present. She 
would send the whole family off  to the SWSA parking 
lot behind the tractor with Bullet at the helm or out in 
their pickups to “blow doughnuts” as they got older! She 
undoubtedly heard a few wild things within those walls. 
She had the “patience of a saint” I’d say! 

Mark Grusauski was a husband, a pilot, banjo player, 
skier, a fi xer upper, inventor and most importantly a 
FUN guy to be around. Over the years Mark’s involve-
ment in SWSA covered a wide range. He helped with 
snowmaking and grooming etc. He was a jumper for a 
while on all three hills. He was a jump boot cobbler and 
a jump ski laminating tech for a hot minute! Mark could 
hop in anywhere and be right at home and talk about 
any subject you brought up about skiing or non-ski 
related. He and his wife Laurie would always have some 
very impressive setups on the outrun for Jumpfest week-
ends. Mark loved these jumps and what they stood for.

Please take the time to read the remembrances for 
these two individuals. We thank them both.

We cannot thank all of you enough for your generous 
support of what we do for the youth of our surround-
ing communities as well as those that travel from afar 
to this little town for almost 100 years. We look forward 
to another great year, and we continue to work hard to 
make you proud to call SWSA part of your hometown.

Ken Barker
President

Salisbury Winter Sports Association

The mission of the Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association is to acquaint our nearby 

communities, especially the children, with Nordic 
ski-jumping, cross-country and Alpine skiing, and 
to teach the skills necessary for their enjoyment 

and lifelong pursuit. As part of its mission, SWSA 
hosts and perpetuates the annual ski-jumping 

competition on Satre Hill to sustain ski jumping 
in Salisbury and the Eastern United States.  

WWW.JUMPFEST.ORG

SWSA Mission Statement
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John B. Hull, Inc.John B. Hull, Inc.
Total Petroleum Service

for the Northwest Corner
860-824-5421

PHOTO BY LISA SHEBLEMatt Risch lets it fly.

Good Luck Jumpers

Carpentry
&

17 A Railroad Street      860-435-9661
Salisbury, CT  06068      860-671-1390

AARROWHEAD 
SELF STORAGE PARK

Conveniently located at 
14 Grace Way, Canaan, CT

Indoor Temperature Controlled 
Self Storage units  for your 
convenience & security

Please call 860 824 7435 for details
Occupancy Summer ‘08

UndermoUntain Golf CoUrse
Copake, nY

518-329-4444
www.undermountaingolf.com

Spend a Few Hours...Not a Fortune
 • Full Pro Shop • Practice Area
 • Air Conditioned • Motorized Carts
 • Snack Bar  

SWSA says THANK YOU!!
to the Following Individuals and Organizations

for donating equipment and time.

Allyndale Corp.

Andy Belter

Nic Osborn

Salisbury Town Garage

Stanton Equipment

Jason Bonhotel

Bob Stair

John Considine 

Champ Perotti

The Salisbury 

Volunteer Ambulance

The Lakeville 

Volunteer Firemen

Labonnes

photo by Don West

Mark Levasseur established a new award  to be given each year to the 
winner of the Masters Class at the eastern Championships. this award is 
named the earle Murphy and Don West award in honor of two long-time 
eastern Master Jumpers who have had significant impacts on the sport.

pictured is Mark breen, first time winner of the Murphy West Award

17 A Railroad Street
Salisbury, CT 06068
scoot@scooterscarpentry.com

860-435-9661
860-671-1390

Snow BallSnow BallSnow BallSnow BallSnow BallSnow BallSnow Ball

Live Music by  The Steve Dunn Band
Huge Raffle Tickets Sold at the Door

Beer & Wine for Sale No BYOB
Free Pizza at 10:00 P.M.

$20 for Adults • Free 12 and under

All Proceeds Benefit

Lakeville Town Grove Casual Attire

Salisbury Winter Sports Association • www.jumpfest.org
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Fundraiser
Saturday

8-11:30 p.m.February 1
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CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PATRONAGE.

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PATRONAGE.
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Hylton Hundt
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Hylton Hundt
518.789.9390
Route 44 East

Millerton 
hyltonhundtsalon.com

Dedication: Jon Higgins By Willie Hallihan

We are entering our 100th year at SWSA, and Jon 
Higgins has been involved for nearly half of it- he be-
came a volunteer during Jimmy Carter’s administration.

Jon was introduced to SWSA when Audrey Whitbeck 
asked him to give a ski-waxing clinic to the Club direc-
tors. Jon owned the Village Store back then and knew 
about such things. Shortly after the demonstration, 
he was asked to join the board. He became part of the 
“decision maker” group that gathered in the back of the 
Salisbury Pharmacy just before the annual Eastern U.S. 
Ski Jumping Championships to decide if snow condi-
tions warranted a “go” or a “cancel”. 

Around 1980, to help counter the no-snow winters, 
Jon, along with Bill Genito and Sonny Brazzale, made 
an early attempt at snow making, drawing water via fi re 
hose from nearby Moore Brook to feed a vintage snow 
gun. The attempt was not very successful, but it ushered 
in the new era of snowmaking that is vital to today’s ski 
jumping programs. 

Around the same time, John Bartram, who was sell-
ing tickets out of his car, asked Jon for help. Jon, once 
again stepped up. He brought his old popup camper 
to the front gate, the same funky, oft-photographed 
structure that we use today, with Jon still inside selling 
tickets at Jumpfest. In addition to working on the hills 
and selling tickets, he has served as SWSA’s treasurer for 
decades.

Back in the early 1980s, Jumpfest was still a one-day 
event, the  Eastern U.S. Ski Jumping and Nordic Com-
bined Championships. Jon noticed that many visitors 
came to watch practices on the day before the event. 
He saw this as an opportunity for SWSA.  He started 
selling tickets on “practice day” which later became the 
Salisbury Invitational in Ski Jumping on Saturday. His 
initiative helped Jumpfest evolve into a weekend of ski 
jumping and winter celebration. 

Because Jon always had a healthy collection of used 
ski equipment at The Village Store, his contribution to 
the annual SWSA Ski Sale, (held at the Grove building in 
Lakeville back then) made an impressive addition to the 
sale’s inventory - he still works the SWSA Ski Sale today. 

But perhaps Jon’s greatest contribution to SWSA over 
the years has been his talent for fundraising. He helped 
Bill Appleyard raise around $10,000 for SWSA’s 75th 
Anniversary activities; he served a vital role in raising 
$800,000 for the new 70-meter tower in 2010-11; he 
helped to coordinate the fundraising eff orts for each 

of the three Junior Nationals in Salisbury and, this past 
year, he played a major role in completing the capital 
campaign to build a new 36-meter tower. His guidance 
and leadership have been invaluable in navigating fund-
raising eff orts over the years. 

Jon is an invaluable asset to SWSA, seamlessly blend-
ing creativity, action, and fi nancial expertise to move 
our mission forward. He brings fresh perspectives by  
brainstorming solutions to challenges and spearheading 
outreach eff orts, Jon is always at the forefront of ensur-
ing SWSA thrives. Beyond ideas, he also takes action, 
turning concepts into reality with unwavering commit-
ment. With his passion, dedication, and expertise, Jon 
truly exemplifi es the heart and backbone of SWSA.

Jon has given his time and energy to other local 

boards and commissions over the decades- Salisbury 
Family Services, Salisbury Association, Salisbury Mar-
ketplace, Salisbury Volunteer Ambulance, and Salisbury 
Planning and Zoning. And as a successful businessman, 
Jon employed many local people, elevating them to 
careers they might not have thought possible. 

SWSA is proud and grateful that he chose to share so 
many of his talents, ideas, and good will with us.

This year, the Directors of the Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association dedicate the 2025 Jumpfest program 
to Jon Higgins for his wisdom, heart, talents, humor 
and years of service.

PHOTO BY BARRIE FISHER

The hard-working ski jump ticket salesmen, (left) 
Michael Galvin and Jon Higgins. PHOTO SUBMITTED

PHOTO SUBMITTED
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Indian Mountain School -  10col. x 7in dt -  3col. x 
1.125in OUR MOUNTAIN

IS CALLING YOU 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE IMS EXPERIENCE TODAY: ADMISSIONS@INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG  |  211 INDIAN MOUNTAIN ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CT  |  PRE-K - GRADE 9

IMS_SkiJumps_2020Draft2.indd   1 1/4/21   8:49 AM

BOOK IN
ADVANCE

TO RESERVE
YOUR SESSION
catamountski.com/winter/snowtubing

On the NY/MA Border at 78 Catamount Rd, Hillsdale, NY

SNOW TUBING
AT CATAMOUNT

5 Extra Wide Lanes

Fun for the Whole Family!

2 Hour Sessions

Open Fri-Sun
And More During Holidays

A Magic Carpet to
Bring You Back Up
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Insurance, Finance, and Training for Exporters

Carey D. Fiertz
President www.exportrisk.com

www.HarneyRE.com

On The Green
Salisbury, CT
860-435-2200  

50 Main Street
Millerton, NY
518-789-8800

ElysE HarnEy rEal EstatE
a tradition of trust

Connecticut  •  new york  •  Massachusetts

Congratulations to 
SWSA on their 83rd
Anniversary!

7 East Shore Road
New Preston, CT

860-868-4411

Ten Station Place
Norfolk, CT
860-542-5500 

The Old Riverton Inn
Riverton, CT
860-738-1200

Photo by Mark Lamonica

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Two Generations of Experience to Serve You

Edward Heacox
Registered Pharmacist

Bus.: 364-5272
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34 MAIN STREET • MILLERTON, NY
518-789-3899

Go Future 
Olympians!

Dave’s
Tire and Auto Repair
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Millerton Agway Co-Op
Route 22

Millerton, NY 12546
(518) 789-4471

Specializing in all of your feeding and growing needs.

Open 7 days a week

Delivery available

Now a full line
Kioti Tractor Dealer

Best Wishes to SWSA
& the Jumpers!

The Fiertz Family
Stuart, Tina, Henry, Callie, Mimi, and 

Louisa     London, England

IMAGINE
A family Salon

Andrea O’Connor 
1-860-435-8300
20 Millerton Rd, 

Lakeville Ct 06039
Hope to see you there!

Brick Block Auto Parts
12 Main Street, MILLERTON, NY 12546

(518) 789-3696 • 800-543-0757
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 6:00

Sat. 7:30 - 3:00  •  Sun. 9-1  
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We are your complete local business for all
of your pet care, lawn care and bird feeding needs.

SHOP LOCALLY ~ GOOD LUCK SKI JUMPERSSHOP LOCALLY ~ GOOD LUCK SKI JUMPERS

Millerton AgwayMillerton Agway
Route 22

Millerton, NY 12546
518-789-4471

Great Barrington AgwayGreat Barrington Agway
Route 23

Great Barrington, MA, 01230
413-528-2390

Open 6 days a weekOpen 6 days a week
M-F 8-5M-F 8-5
Sat. 8-4Sat. 8-4

Log on & Sign forLog on & Sign for
Our weekly emailOur weekly email

and save $5 instantlyand save $5 instantly

AGWAYNY.COMAGWAYNY.COM

WW

IN
E & SPIRITS MERCHANT

SHARON, CONNECTICUT

W H E E L E R

Mon-Wed  9:00-7:00   •  Thur-Sat  9:00-8:00 
Sun  10:00-5:00

Delivery available

860 364 5768 
wheelerwinemerchant@gmail.com

12 Gay Street, Sharon CT

Remembrances

CATHY SHERWOOD
SWSA lost a long-time friend and 

supporter when Cathy Sherwood 
passed away November 9th in Salisbury.

Cathy was a constant presence at 
SWSA events for years, and she was also 
the matriarch of a family of SWSA vol-
unteers. She supported competitors and 
volunteers throughout the weekend. 

Her husband Bullet served as the 
Jumpfest “gate keeper” for many years 
while Cathy’s children- Joey, Thomas, 
Billy and Jessica have fi lled a variety of 
helpful rolls such as tra�  c control, road 
maintenance, cook shack and more. 

And, although we still see some of 
their faces at SWSA events; we will 
certainly miss hers.

MARK GRUSAUSKI
SWSA lost another long-time friend and 

volunteer this year. Mark Grusauski passed 
away on December 15th in Salisbury. Mark was 
a multi-talented craftsman and adventurer. He 
was an aviator, skier, builder, fabricator, banjo 
player and much more. He brought those talents 
to bear during his 20 some years volunteering 
for SWSA. Well, maybe not the banjo playing…

He helped with making snow and grooming 
the landing hills, and during jumping competi-
tions, he would fi x boot problems and fi x broken 
binding emergencies. He could do almost 
anything.

He even jumped off  both the 20- and 30-me-
ter hills, and then to the amazement of SWSA 
directors made an impromptu jump off  the 
70-meter hill in his alpine skis-Gelande style 
jumping!

One year, he entered the annual ice carving 
competition, creating a labyrinthine ice struc-
ture that dispensed tequila cocktails which he 
handed out to passersby. 

We will miss Mark, but the stories live on.
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Curtis Insurance
Agency

Serving All Your
Insurance Needs for 

63 Years

824-7327
TEL. (860) 824-5146
FAX  (860) 824-9869

EMAIL: mark@capecelatro.com
117 MAIn STrEET

CAnAAn, CT 06018

MArK J. CAPECELATrO, LLC

MArK J. CAPECELATrO
Attorney at Law

For All Your Self-Storage Needs!

24 Hour Access- Multiple Size
Units- Easy, Convenient,

Affordable- Packing & Moving
Supplies-Knowledgeable Staff

Low Monthly Rates!!

Sheffield,
MA.
Rt. 7

Canaan,
CT.

Litchfield,
CT.

860-567-3187860-824-0604 413-528-4141

Climate & Non Climate Controlled Units!

For All Your Self-Storage Needs!

24 Hour Access- Multiple Size
Units- Easy, Convenient,

Affordable- Packing & Moving
Supplies-Knowledgeable Staff

Low Monthly Rates!!

Sheffield,
MA.
Rt. 7

Canaan,
CT.

Litchfield,
CT.

860-567-3187860-824-0604 413-528-4141

Climate & Non Climate Controlled Units!

  860-824-0604       860-567-3187      413-528-4141

B & L BUILDERS LLC

Andy Belter
(860)435-0441

Chris Lancto
(860)435-2341

photo by Mark LaMonica

rafe churchill of churchill 
brothers, LLc congratulates 
andrew bliss, winner of the 
target jumps.

860-824-7327

since 1946

Serving All Your 
Insurance Needs
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All the best to the jumpers and
thanks to the volunteers!

50 Barlow Street
Canaan, Ct. 06018
860/824-5125www.BicronUSa.com

BICRON 
Electronics Company

Congratulations On 
83 Great Years

Of Ski Jumping

Belter Builders
Stephen Belter
860-435-2898

on the run
Coffee Shop

Serving Coffee, Donuts, Pastries —

Breakfast and Lunch TO GO
mOn.-fri. 5:30 a.m.-2:00 P.m.

SaT. 5:30 a.m.-1:00 P.m.
Sun. 5:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

4 ethan Allen Street, Lakeville
860-435-2007

THE WHITE HART
A 19TH-CEnTuRy CounTRy Inn And RESTAuRAnTS • THE VIllAgE gREEn • SAlISbuRy, CT

26 InVITIng guEST RoomS • bREAkfAST, lunCH & dInnER 7 dAyS WITH fIRESIdE dInIng 
noW TAkIng RESERVATIonS • 860-435-0030 • WWW.WHITEHARTInn.Com

JoIn uS foR THE SWSA SnoW bAll SATuRdAy nIgHT fEbRuARy 7TH

37 century boulevard, P.o. box 581
Millerton, ny 12546 • (518) 789-4569

99
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When you buy a ticket to the championships, here is where your money goes

Running the annual U.S. Eastern and Salisbury 
Invitational Ski Jumping Championships and maintaining 
the jumps are major undertakings that consume not only 
thousands of volunteer hours but also a significant portion 
of the Salisbury Winter Ski Association budget. Less well 

known, 

however, are a number of other programs that SWSA 
sponsors. If you bought advertising in the Jump Program, 
purchased a ticket to the event or became a member of the 
organization, here are some of the places your money is 
going:

* Maintenance of the Bittersweet Downhill area and 
Selleck Hill Cross-country trails.

* Support of junior jumpers. SWSA provides 
equipment, sends juniors to summer training camps, and 
helps finance travel and participation in competitions 
across the country.

* Support of local school children interested in skiing. 

SWSA funds contributed to the Salisbury Central 
School ski program at Catamount help cover cost of 
transportation, lessons, and equipment rental.

* The annual Ski Swap, which benefits residents selling 
unneeded equipment. Donated gear, distributed through 
the Salisbury Recreation Dept., encourages local children 
to get into the sport. 

* Support of jumpers throughout New England with 
contributions to the New York State Ski Educational 
Foundation, which provides transportation and other 
support to jumpers in the region.

—Carey D. Fiertz

More Than Just Jumps

Dave Jones

860-435-0909/Fax 860-435-2267
330 Main Street • Lakeville, CT 06039
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unneeded equipment. Donated gear, distributed through 
the Salisbury Recreation Dept., encourages local children 
to get into the sport. 

* Support of jumpers throughout New England with 
contributions to the New York State Ski Educational 
Foundation, which provides transportation and other 
support to jumpers in the region.

—Carey D. Fiertz

More Than Just Jumps

Dave Jones

860-435-0909/Fax 860-435-2267
330 Main Street • Lakeville, CT 06039

Are you Ready?  
By Caroline Gilbert
Do you remember when a snow day was a day of 

celebration and possibility? Joy and laughter of children 
when the snow falls, building snowmen, throwing snow-
balls, snowshoeing, and skiing on the coldest of days fuel 
those memories. SWSA is also built on the idea that snow 
days are a celebration. The tradition of sliding on snow 
and sharing a passion for winter is the foundation from 
which all else builds. 

Not many communities have a non-profi t with 99 
years of continuous outreach, never mind a towering ski 
jump that watches over the town. Yet, Salisbury is that 
town in which every winter there is reason to celebrate 
the cold and snow. For 99 years, SWSA has supported 
local and area children to ski jump, alpine ski, cross-
country ski, and celebrate winter. 

Are you ready for the next 100 years? Sitting on a start 
bar at the top of the 20-meter, 30-meter, and 70-meter 
jump requires courage and faith. Each hill requires a 
jumper to trust their training, to let go, and see the bot-
tom. An organization must trust their mission and goals, 
to remember when it all started and ask, “what if?” 

SWSA has the courage to believe in the possibility of 
the next 100 years. What if we rebuild the intermediate 
hill? What if Satre Hill becomes a year-round ski jump-
ing facility? What if SWSA believes in the vision? Look 
around, it is happening!

Courage is a word often used to describe ski-jumping. 
Sitting on a start-bar waiting for the fl ag to drop, to let 
go, and slide straight down to a take-off  point requires 
every jumper, beginner to national athlete, to believe. To 
support the jumpers requires coaches, snowmaking, and 
a facility with multiple training hills. Part of this belief 
requires a vision for the future with year-round jumping, 
where athletes from around the Northeast travel to Salis-
bury in the summer to train on the only 70-meter hill in 
the region and train on the new 36-meter intermediate 
hill, where dreams are built.  

Remember the stories of when prepping the jump 
hills required driving around town to hockey rinks to 
pick up snow and shoveling a snow pile into a truck 
to get it to Satre Hill? Today, there is snowmaking, a 
PistenBully groomer, and still shovelers. The tradition of 
ski jumping in Salisbury continues to build and encour-
age children to challenge themselves to reach further and 
have the courage to believe. 

SWSA is ready for the next 100 years because people 
support and believe in a vision where children learn the 
courage to take each jump one step at a time - to reach 
for the next level - to believe in themselves and the com-
munity. 

Are you ready? Salisbury Winter Sports Association is 
prepared to launch!

PHOTO BY CHERYL TOURVILLE
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SCS Goes to Mohawk Mountain   By Caroline Gilbert “As a teacher at Salisbury Central, I’ve had the 
privilege of chaperoning the ski program for the 
past 20 years. Not only do the 5th through 8th 
graders look forward to winter each year because 
of this special time outside with friends, but they 
also mature a great deal due to the perseverance 
and independence that the ski trips require. 

As a parent, I can say that this program truly 
stands out in that we’re able to go during the 
school day, ALL students are able to ski or snow-
board regardless of experience or fi nancial need, 
and that we now go fi ve times during the season 
thanks to SWSA, SCS, and Mohawk. 

We are so pleased with Mohawk Mountain - it’s 
a manageable size, and the learning area is perfect 
for our new skiers. We’re so thankful to SWSA for 
all their support in making this program happen 
each year!

Barabra Carr, 4th Grade teacher, 
Salisbury Central School

SWSA fi nancially supports local school ski programs 
of Salisbury, Falls Village, North Canaan and Webutuck. 

A long tradition at Salisbury Central School is for 
students grades 5-8 to learn to ski at local a mountain. 
The experience includes a ski lesson and free-skiing 
time with friends. The community experience allows 
the children of SCS to embrace the winter fun of slid-
ing on snow. 

Salisbury Central Students say Thank you!
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View from the Top  By Carey Fiertz

Big mistake--I climbed up the 70-meter tower in mid-
October. Partly to remember how to do it, and partly to 
check things out. Would the gate numbers be legible? 
Was there any damage from the summer off -season?

The gate numbers were fi ne, and there was no real 
damage to anything. However, an animal or two had 
apparently decided to move into the shelter at the top. 
Happily, for me, the place was uninhabited, at least dur-
ing my visit. However, the critters had left some, ahem, 
calling cards.

Keeping in mind that the top is at least 60 feet from 
the ground, and that climbing it involves stepping 
on metal grates for at least 20 stairs, and the distance 
between the start gates requires stepping up about 2 feet 
for 15 times.

Our visitors were clearly dedicated climbers, and had 
made the journey easily a dozen times. There was no 
sign of nesting or eating, just a fantastic view and quite 
evidently a great place to relieve oneself.

This got me to wonder. Whatever inspired them to 
climb that far? For that matter, why does anyone in their 
right mind climb up the tower, only to jump off  it? Some 
even supervise the start of jumping competitions for 
hours in all kinds of adverse conditions and then climb 
down. Perhaps such people are not in their right minds. 
Don’t ask this writer.

The dedication of the SWSA community is remark-
able. Many of our volunteers have served for decades. 
Our donors are equally faithful and generous. Could 
SWSA’s aura that entices such human commitment have 
been transferred to some animals that will now make 
annual contributions? What will they do when we start 
jumping year-round?

Be sure to ask me next year....
PHOTO BY JON CAPECELATRO 
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The Mufson Partnership

proudly supports the

Salisbury Winter Sports Association

The Mufson PArTnerShiP
Architecture & Design
22 W 19th Street 5th floor New York NY 10011
T: 212.352.1919      F: 212.352.2299

Creative 
Hands, inC.

at Eliza Peet

A non-profit gallery selling 
the work of local artisans

17 Main Street
P.O. Box 101
Salisbury, CT 
06068-0101

Phone: 
860-435-8255

ED’S
AUTO PARTS, INC.

ED
ARLENE-EDDIE

JEFF-JAMIE

ED’S AUTO PARTS, INC.
North Elm Street

Canaan, Connecticut 06018
Tel. (860) 824-5133

Toll Free: (877) 270-1112

®

DON bRESLAUER
Innovative, Creative Engineering & Fabrication

Artful Automotive Restoration

phone (860) 824-5765
fax (860) 824-4810

cell (860) 309-1366
yuccaseed@aol.com

70 Weatogue Rd. Salisbury, CT  06068

ROBINSON LEECH REAL ESTATE
Distinctive Country Properties

Mimi Harson
Country Homes . Estates  .  Farms

Land Parcels  .  Summer Rentals
318 Main Street    *    Lakeville, Connecticut   *   860.435.9891    

www.robinleechrealestate.com

tHe lakeville journal Company, llC
33 Bissell Street, Lakeville, CT 06039

1-800-339-9873      www.tcextra.com
Proud Publishers of the SWSA Program for over 30 years.

The MillerTon news The Winsted Journal

Congratulations on 83 Years!

Pilates mat & machine
spin • group classes • personal training • yoga

The Studio  
at  

41 Gay Street
Sharon, CT

860-364-9350 | studioat41@gmail.com

A S S O C I A T E D 
MECHANICAL 
C O N T R A C T O R S LLC

P1 204668   
S1386966

Kurt Olson  
860 307 5585

204 Stillman Hill Rd. in Colebrook 
norbrookfarm.com • 860-909-1016

Tasting Room Hours
Wednesday–Saturday:  Noon–8 pm
Sunday:  Noon–6 pm
Monday–Tuesday:  Closed
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O’HARA’S LANDING, located on beautiful Twin Lakes, 
offers you a variety of fun-filled activities ... 

BOATING & CANOEING

FISHING FOR TROUT, BASS, PICKEREL, PERCH OR BLUEGILL

BOAT COVERS, DOCKS AND FLOATS

ACCESSORIES, WATER SAFETY DEVICES, WATER TOYS, 
BUMP-R-RIDES, INFLATABLE BOATS

O’HARA’S LANDING offers these services too ...

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ON DECK OVERLOOKING LAKE, 
LAUNCHING RAMP, BOAT RENTALS, BAIT & TACKLE SHOP, 
TWIN LAKES T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS

FRANCHISED MERCURY MARINE DEALER - SALES & SERVICE 
OF MERCURY OUTBOARDS & MERCRUISER STERN DRIVES

NEW & USED BOATS IN STOCK

DOCK SPACE & WINTER STORAGE

TWIN LAKES ROAD
SALISUBRY, CT 06068

860-824-7583
OHARASLANDING@HOTMAIL.COM

WWW.OHARASLANDING.COM

WE SELL FUN!

O’HARA’S

LANDING
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SALISUBRY, CT 06068
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WE SELL FUN!

O’HARA’S

LANDING

Racing simulator rentals
for all your parties…

Text or call Jay 
860-248-9994

ARTIS RACE LABS

Tradition and Vision  By Willie Hallihan

Much has changed in SWSA’s world over the past 
100 years. Jumping techniques have switched from the 
parallel classic to the “V” style; jumping equipment has 
become lighter, stronger, safer, and more reliable; snow 
has shifted from natural to man-made; the towers them-
selves have evolved from wooden timbers and earth to 
steel and ceramics; and soon, year-round jumping will 
become a reality.

But tradition is a constant that spans SWSA’s his-
tory. And there is no better example of that tradition 
than SWSA’s mission- to expose children to the wonders 
and joys of winter play-skiing in all its forms, from our 
robust junior jumping program to the alpine programs 
that SWSA supports at several area schools. For many 
years SWSA managed a cross-country skiing program 
at Salisbury Central School, the only public school in 
Connecticut to have a cross-country program. SWSA 
even hosted the Connecticut Special Olympics, back in 
the day.

Another tradition, of course, is Jumpfest. The an-
nual ski jumping competition has come full circle over 
the decades- from hosting the US Nationals back in 
the 1950s to hosting the Junior Nationals today. Now, 
Jumpfest is a three-day celebration of the sport, encour-
aging junior jumpers to strut their new-found skills and 
highlighting emerging talent. The takeaways for these 
children of the air may span the spectrum from new-
found self confi dence to a focus on future Olympic gold. 
At Jumpfest 2025, you will see it all.

Another tradition, less obvious perhaps, that weaves 
through SWSA’s century of success , is the tradition of 
teaching- jumpers passing along their experience to the 
next generation of hopefuls.

From SWSA’s beginnings, the giants of international 
ski jumping, names like Satre, Hegge, and Torrison 
established ski jumping in Salisbury, not only because 
of their athletic prowess, but because they shared their 
passion with others. Absent that passing of the torch, 

ski jumping might only be a footnote in Salisbury’s town 
history.

But jumping fl ourished because those founding 
fathers spawned more giants - names like Sherwood and 
Stone who infl uenced the sport and continue to guide it.

And this cycle, student to jumper to coach, contin-
ues. Names like Gardner, Gilbert and Picton- Kobayashi 

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT

instruct our children today: tradition and growth.
SWSA in 2025 may best be described as a melding of 

its traditions with its innovations- guiding principles 
with technological advances, old-school instruction 
practiced on steel and ceramics, all thanks to the gen-
erosity of funds and labor from countless supporters. 
SWSA is well- poised to enter its 100th year.
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Hours:
Automatic Car Wash 7a.m. - 8p.m.

Self Wash and Vacuum 24 hours a day

Soft touch OR touchless
 wash available

NOW OPEN

440 Millerton Road Lakeville, CT
(860) 596-4147

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with 
William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street, Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram:
@johnharneyjr

Good luck 

to all the 

jumpers!

BISTROT, CRÊPES, ÉPICERIE, FULL BAR, ESPRESSO, SWEETS, AND MORE!

Follow us @legaminstudioagraire or call us at 860-397-5382!
FRENCH CAFÉ AND BISTROT | 10 GAY ST. SHARON, CT 06069 | 9AM - 8PM

From The Salisbury 
Board of Selectmen
Congratulations to SWSA on your 99th season, 

and for running a hugely successful fundraising 
campaign to replace the old 30-meter jump! While 
Salisbury is blessed with many wonderful and 
enduring institutions, yours is one of the oldest and 
most unique. Operating the last remaining ski jump 
facility in the state, indeed one of only a handful in 
New England, you not only run successful events, 
but you are also training a new generation of jump-
ers to love the sport. Additionally, you support 
“scholarships” so all area children can aff ord to take 
part in school ski programs and even run an annual 
Ski & Skate Sale to help keep costs down. Your an-
nual Jumpfest weekend attracts hundreds of visitors 
to our hotels, restaurants, and shops at what is 
otherwise a slow time of year.

SWSA is a great example of what makes Salis-
bury a wonderful place to live, work, and play. Your 
volunteers are dedicated and come from a variety 
of backgrounds. Some were familiar with jump-
ing; others were more recently introduced to the 
sport and have learned to love it. Some are native to 
Salisbury; others are more recent arrivals and all are 
equally welcomed. SWSA has produced world-class 
competitors, coaches, and o�  cials, and you are now 
actively engaged in developing the future of the 
sport.

SWSA is an important part of a larger recreation-
al program in Salisbury that includes swimming, 
skating, tennis, baseball, soccer, paddle tennis, 
pickleball, and sailing.

As SWSA looks to the future, with year-round 
jumping and the celebration of your 100th anni-
versary, know that the Town of Salisbury is always 
behind you.

PHOTO BY NANCY DEPECOL
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P.O BOX 658
LAKEVILLE, CT 06039

CELL: 860.309.2119
HOME: 860.435.1318

NOELLIDSTONETILE@GMAIL.COM

Jumpfest: Just the Facts Ma’am

WHO:
The most accomplished athletes from the Northeast Corner of our 

jumping community ranging from youth to master categories.

 WHAT:
Ski jumping scored for distance and style on the 20, 30 and 65 meter 

hills. Competitors hurtle down the in-run at speeds of up to 50 mph and 
then soar through the air 200 feet and more and come to a stop within 
hand-shaking distance of the spectators. Come meet the next generation 
of Olympians!

 WHEN:
Jumpfest takes place Jan. 31, Feb. 1-2, 2025. Friday night features Target 

Jumping, rewarding accuracy and skill. Saturday hosts Nordic Kids jump-
ing on the smaller hills starting at 9:00 am; followed by the Salisbury 
Invitational on the world-class ski-jump at 1:00 pm. Sunday is the final 
qualifying event for the Eastern Junior National team and the U.S. East-
ern Championships. Competition begins at 1 pm.

 WHERE:
Satre Hill is located in Salisbury, Connecticut, a picturesque New Eng-

land village in the northwest corner of the state. Salisbury is only 1 hour 
from Hartford, 2 hours from New York City and less than 3 hours from 
Boston. The jumps are 5 minutes from the center of town. Parking is free.

 WHY:
 Affordable family fun! Admission is $15 per adult each day of compe-

tition. Multi-day passes are available. Children 12 and under enter free. 
Ski jumping is an ideal spectator sport for young and old. It is thrilling to 
watch, easy to understand. The athletes are friendly and approachable. 
Ring a cowbell to cheer on the competitors, snack at the Cook Shack, 
warm up by the bonfire, and be part of the action!

HOW:
Come by car, train, bus, snowmobile, ATV,or snowshoe! After watch-

ing the jumpers, the entire town can be accessed on foot.
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70 Weatogue Rd.
phone (860) 824-0761
swthvnfarm@aol.com

Salisbury, CT 06068
fax (860) 824-4810

Noreen Driscoll Breslauer
Floral & Garden Design

Marie Fiddner
Office Manager

Specializing in the care of the older person 
in home, hospital or nursing home
GeronNursing Registry NW, Inc.
81 Main Street, P.O. Box �83, Sharon, CT 06069

Private Duty Home Care
Tel: (860)364-5�99
Fax: (860)364-0153
marie@geronnursing.com

William Trowbridge       Sharon, CT 06069

BLACKSMITH
Exhibiting at The White Gallery

Lakeville, CT

(860) 364-5973

Letter from the President

This year’s event will span three days that we hope 
will inspire you and your family to come visit our 
venue and our surrounding area. Friday night will 
kick off our weekend festivities. The evening will start 
with a chili cook off with offerings from area restau-
rants. There will be an ice carving demonstration 
followed by target jumping by our athletes—with a 
winner-take-all prize of $500 donated for the second 
year by Churchill Brothers, LLC. The bonfires will be 
lit and the cow bells will be ringing!

A junior tournament returns on Saturday morn-
ing after a three-year absence. The field will include 
several local jumpers culled from a Christmas week 
clinic at Satre Hill that boasted 22 youngsters from 
area towns.

Jump practice that will be followed by The Salis-
bury Invitational meet in the afternoon. An ice carv-
ing competition on the green at The White Hart Inn 
will feature artists from the tri-state area and beyond. 
The evening will again bring everyone to the White 
Hart for a silent auction to benefit the Eastern Ski 
Jumping Association, followed by a live band playing 
until midnight. 

Sunday concludes our weekend festivities with 
practice jumping in the morning followed by the 
Eastern Ski Jumping Championships in the after-
noon. Morning, noon or night there will be some-
thing for everyone on this weekend in town.

As you read through this year’s program you 
will realize that there are always projects, events and 
causes that we at SWSA sponsor and or participate 
in. As with many other organizations in town, we try 
to help where we can. Many current directors grew 
up in our club and enjoy giving back to the commu-
nity as a way of thanking past volunteers and direc-
tors. We all work hard to preserve this unique local 
tradition, one of the few truly “old school” venues 
and clubs in the area. And our efforts have been 
rewarded by the support of citizens and organizations 
throughout our community. For the second year in 
a row, Fred Stevenson and Lloyd Wallingford of the 
“Murphy Open” golf tournament chose SWSA as the 
beneficiary in the amount of $4,700. We all greatly 
appreciate their generosity and are committed to 
supporting this event, which helps so many different 
non-profits year after year.             

After talking with Fred and Lloyd, SWSA directors 
decided to sponsor an annual tournament of its own! 

Everyone agreed that an event that did not require 
shovels, rakes, chainsaws, tractors, etc. would be very 
different for our club. We thought “this could actually 
be fun!” and it proved to be. Trish and John MacAr-
thur and their entire family became our hosts. Under-
mountain Golf was the place, and a great day of golf 
was had by all! Our sincere thanks to the MacArthur’s 
and their family for making the day such a success!

Our advertisers in this program are also a very 
important part of the club’s on going commitment to 
winter sports in the area. Year after year and in good 
times and bad, these individuals and businesses help 
our cause in any way they can. We all at SWSA say 
“Thank you.” This program provides the funds to 
maintain our facility and equipment and to keep this 
tradition alive. As we approach the task of replacing 
our jump tower, a positive relationship with the com-
munity becomes ever more important. 

The program is also a way of showing our ap-
preciation to a significant contributor to the SWSA 
tradition who passed away this year. Marianne Fairall 
was known by everyone in SWSA and in the entire 
ski jumping community. Though many of you may 
not have met her personally, you may know her by 
reputation: she was widely known at the Salisbury 

Jumps as the “Cow-bell Lady”. Whether it was your 
first year at our event or your 10th, there was Mari-
anne. She would walk through the crowd with a big 
smile and a much bigger heart selling cow bells. The 
money she raised was then used to support trips, 
equipment and anything else Eastern jumpers needed 
in their travels here and abroad. Aside from sell-
ing bells at all the events she also came up with the 
silent auction idea at Salisbury and two other venues. 
She would get here on Friday night with a load of 
kids from New Hampshire, get them settled in for 
a weekend of jumping, be here first thing both days 
selling bells and then somehow got to the White Hart 
to set up the auction, head off to our awards dinner 
and be back in time to start and run the auction.(The 
silent auction in Salisbury is actually the largest fund 
raising event in Eastern ski jumping!) Salisbury was 
one of Marianne’s favorite events every year and it 
will be difficult to imagine our weekend without her 
enthusiasm and dedication for all kids involved with 
jumping. Please join us Saturday night and visit the 
auction at the White Hart. This would be a wonderful 
way of paying tribute to one of the most dedicated 
women that this sport has ever had!

Ken Barker
President

Salisbury Winter Sports   

Welcome to the 83rd Year of Ski Jumping in Salisbury
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will be difficult to imagine our weekend without her 
enthusiasm and dedication for all kids involved with 
jumping. Please join us Saturday night and visit the 
auction at the White Hart. This would be a wonderful 
way of paying tribute to one of the most dedicated 
women that this sport has ever had!

Ken Barker
President

Salisbury Winter Sports   

Welcome to the 83rd Year of Ski Jumping in Salisbury

photo by Mark LaMonica

SWSa president ken barker

Sharon, CT 06069
(860) 364-5973

William Trowbridge

BLACKSMITH

Robert Anderson

Congratulations
              Jumpers

Chris Whalen
860.248.9859

WhalenLLC22@gmail.com

P.O. Box 82
Salisbury, CT, 06068

PHOTO BY JOSHUA SIMPSON

Where Does the Ticket Money Go?

Running the annual Jumpfest Weekend and maintaining 
the jumps are major undertakings that consume thou-
sands of volunteer hours but also a signifi cant portion of 
the Salisbury Winter Sports Association budget. Less well 
known, however are several other programs that SWSA 
sponsors. 

If you bought advertising in the Jumpfest Program, pur-
chased a ticket to the event, donated to the Annual Fund, 
attended Brew Ski, sponsored or played in the golf tourna-
ment, or purchased equipment at the Ski Swap, here are 
some of the places your money is going.

SUPPORT OF JUNIOR JUMPERS
• Introduces families and children to ski jumping at 

the annual two-day Holiday Ski Jump Camp, while 
providing lunch, equipment and coaching.

• Provides equipment and coaching, and sends jumpers 
to training camps both in the winter and summer. 

• Helps fi nance travel and participation in competitions 
across the country: New Hampshire, Lake Placid, 
Chicago, and Park City, Alaska. 

SUPPORT OF LOCAL SCHOOL 
CHILDREN IN ALPINE SKIING 

SWSA funds have recently been provided to Salisbury 
Central School, Falls Village,  and North Canaan Schools. 
These funds help to cover the cost of lift tickets, lessons, 
equipment rental and transportation to the mountain. 

YEAR-ROUND MAINTENANCE 
OF THE FACILITIES
• Winter snowmaking and grooming 

of small hills for junior jumpers
• Jumpfest facilities and Large Hill grooming. 
• Rebuilding and upkeep of the Cook Shack, 

stairs and jumps. 
SWSA’s success is dependent on the generosity of 

its donors and the work of countless volunteers. 
If you are interested in becoming involved and 

keeping up with SWSA news then follow us on Face-
book and email us at info@jumpfest.org.

GO JUMPERS!
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GOOD LUCK JUMPERS!

Specialty
MINERALS

Canaan, CT

WEATOGUE FARM

78 WEATOGUE ROAD, SALISBURY

Introduction to Team SWSA 2025: Are You Ready to Fly?   By Caroline Gilbert

Meet the jumpers, families and volunteers who have 
taken their experiences at the ski jumps and turned 
them into new friendships and growth opportunities. 
These stories highlight a progression from the small-
est hills and jumper to national competition on hills as 
large as the 100-meter. Each story highlights the pro-
gression of young jumpers learning to fl y while building 
skills and community. 

From start-bar to take-off , SWSA ski jumpers and 
their families are ready to be challenged, engaged, and 
encouraged to improve, all while having fun. Through 
active involvement of volunteers, athletes, families, 
and a coordination with other clubs, junior jumping is 
thriving at Satre Hill. 

Each winter new jumpers’ step onto the snow and 
with courage learn to fl y. Returning athletes re-engage 
on the snow and focus on the “next jump”. This year 
there are also opportunities to travel, train, and com-
pete around the country. 

Team SWSA is ready to fl y for another winter. They 
will hone their skills, meet new people, build friend-
ships and await the completion of the 36M. By sur-
rounding ourselves with others who have a passion, the 
Club and Team SWSA continue to improve, expand, 
and compete. 

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT
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MIMI HARSON, Realtor
Serving Litchfield Hills, Hudson Valley and Southern Berkshires over 20 years

c 860.671.1557 | o 860.435.2400 | mharson@williampitt.com  
Salisbury Brokerage, 19 Main Street | williampitt.com

Whether it is a summer rental or full time residence, 
let me show you all the area has to offer.

530

 117 State Rd, Great Barrington, MA 01230
413-528-4999 • www.tunestreetgb.com
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Lamb Kiefer 

Land Surveyors, LLC

55 Selleck Hill Road

Salisbury, CT 06068

Telephone: (860) 435-7044

E-mail: lamb.kiefer@snet.net

Fax: (860) 435-4858
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Directors of Salisbury Winter Sports
Association 2008-2009

Ken Barker
President

Carey D. Fiertz
Secretary

Digby Brown

Holly Reid

Lisa Sheble

Jack Phelps

Don Breslauer

George Kiefer

Nick Collin

John Harney, Jr.

Elvia Gignoux

Mary Ouellette

Jeff Pelletier

Cicily Hajek

Justin Hajek

Mat Kiefer

Cricket Trotta

John Sullivan

Rodney Aller
John Bartram

Jack Bell
Victor Clarke

William Doolittle
James DuBois
Dr. John Elliot

Walter Erickson
 Jack Fisher

Donald Genung
William R. Harris

Ole Hegge
Mary Louise Kiefer

Howard Knickerbocker
George Miner
Russell Ottey

Richard Parsons
Robert Patterson

Peggy Phelps
 Ottar Satre
Sverre Satre

Roy Sherwood
Sidney Terhune
Birger Torrissen
William Walsh

Audrey Whitbeck

Honorary Directors (Past and Present)

Reggie Lamson
Vice President

Jon Higgins
Treasurer

An American Bistro
The Area’s Best Sushi

Open 7 Days
Sunday-Thursday 

11:00 - 9:00
Friday & Saturday 

11:00 - 10:00

Dine In or Take Out
Delivery to Local 

Schools & Businesses 
Available

349 Main Street
Lakeville, CT 06039

860-435-2111
www.boathouseatlakeville.com

Private Rooms 

Available for Special 

Functions

4 Dining Rooms
3 Fireplaces

Reservations Recommended

but not required

FRIDAY, FEB. 6
Friday Night Lights!

Chili Cook Off: 7 p.m.
Prize money donated by Churchill 
Brothers, LLC; Target Jumps: 7 p.m.

Ice-Carving Demo: 8:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 7
Salisbury Invitational 

Championship:
Junior Championships, 20M & 

30M: 9 a.m.; Practice: 11 a.m.
Competition: 1 p.m.

Ice Carving Competition:
White Hart Inn, carving all day; 
Awards Ceremony: 4 p.m. FREE

Snow Ball Dance:
White Hart Inn: 8 p.m.

Admission is $10

SUNDAY, FEB. 8
Eastern USSA Ski Jumping

Championship

Final Junior Olympic Qualifier
Practice: 11 a.m.

Competition: 1 p.m.

ADMISSION
Adults: $10 each day

Children 12 and under: FREE

83rd Annual Ski Jumps - February 6-8, 2009 - Salisbury, CT
For more information, visit www.jumpfest.org

MATHIAS M. KIEFER, L.L.S. #16101
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“The more things 
change the more they 

stay the same...”

E-mail : lklssurvey1921@gmail.com

Stacey L. Moore
Hours: Monday - Thursday 10 - 5

17 Dutchess Avenue s P.O. Box 880
Millerton, New York 12546

Tel: 518-789-4508 s Fax 518-789-4509
Email: mooreandmore@taconic.net

Thursday - Monday  7am - 9pm

Since 2010

19 Main Street Millerton, NY  | 518-592-1313

Catering to the needs  
of the well-loved pet 

Monday – Friday: 9 to 5:30   Saturday: 9 to 4

333 Main Street, Lakeville CT  
(860) 435-8833

SMITTYSBARBERSHOP.NET
SMITTYSBARBERSHOP.NET TEL: 845-233-8484
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Insurance, Finance, and Training for Exporters

Carey D. Fiertz
President www.exportrisk.com

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Two Generations of Experience to Serve You

Edward Heacox
Registered Pharmacist

Bus.: 364-5272860-364-5272
Sharon Shopping Plaza, 8 Gay Street, Sharon, CT 06069

Salisbury Stingers
“It’s not about the hockey.”

SalisburyStingersHockey@gmail.com

Or find us on Facebook

Come join a great 
group of local 

women. 
•

We are always 
welcoming new 

members.

Salisbury Stingers
“It’s not about the hockey.”

Come join a great group 
of local women. 

•

We are always 
welcoming new members.

SalisburyStingersHockey@gmail.com
Or fi nd us on Facebook

 The Smallest Jumpers and Smallest Hills: Ready, Set, Go!  By Ariel Picton Kobayashi

PHOTOS BY ARIEL PICTON KOBAYASHI

How do you start ski jumping? Jumpers get this 
question all the time. It can be hard to imagine how 
someone could ever work up the courage and skills to 
launch themselves off  of a big jump. Actually, skiers 
start on the smallest jumps, sometimes called “bump 
jumps,” which are just that–a little bump, or tiny jump. 
A young or beginner ski jumper can ski over it at a slow 
speed to start to get the feel.  On these bump jumps, a 
skier’s skis barely leave the ground! It is at this size jump 
that skiers start learning the core basics of ski jumping: 
the “in-run position” and the timing and movement of 
making the jump into the air. 

Once comfortable on that size bump, a skier can 
move to the next size up, skiing the landing hill (the 
hill below the take-off  of the jump) fi rst to get used to 
the increase in speed. Gradually a jumper builds the 
confi dence, competence and skills to jump on larger 
and larger hills. By the time a jumper is skiing down the 
“big hill” at Salisbury, they already have multiple years 
of experience jumping smaller hills under their belts, 
and this is just the next bigger jump in the progression 
for them.  

After growing up ski jumping in Salisbury and 
coaching the SWSA team for a few years, I moved to 
New Hampshire and started a family. When my older 
son, Wes, was two, he began to learn to ski–I held him 
in front of me as we went down the hill, like many 
parents do with their young kids. We enjoyed the time 
outside, learning a new skill, and embracing the winter 
sport.

Coming from a jumping background, I also wanted 
to expose my son to the sport. Last winter, at a February 
competition in Andover, New Hampshire, Wes and I 
jumped their smallest jump. We started together in the 
same way he had started to learn to ski, right between 
my skis. He skied his fi rst in-run building confi dence 
and smiling all the way. The fi rst jump on the smallest 
hill is a thrill that starts something special. 

The Andover Outing Club’s coach, Chris Jones, also 

jumped with his young daughter, Adaline. That day 
Wes, (2), and Adaline (3) stood on their fi rst ski jump-
ing podium: Adaline coming in fi rst place and Wes in 
second. This year Wes is four and he is jumping on the 
bump jump without me. Adaline is too! Wes practices 
his in-run position and gives a little jump when he gets 
to the bump. He skis down the landing hill of the bigger 
10-meter jump, too.  Sometime soon, maybe, he will try 
that jump. He has learned to stand at the top of the hill 
and point his skis straight. Each step shows improved 
confi dence and courage. He only moves to the next size 
hill when he is ready. Just like the older jumpers who 
ride a landing hill for the “big hills”, Wes is learning to 
trust his balance and enjoy the ride. 

It’s always amazing to see the youngest jumpers gain 
confi dence to go down a small ski jump for the fi rst 
time, and in years to come, watch them gradually move 
to bigger and bigger hills!
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John B. Hull, Inc.John B. Hull, Inc.
Total Petroleum Service

for the Northwest Corner
860-824-5421

PHOTO BY LISA SHEBLEMatt Risch lets it fly.

Good Luck Jumpers

Carpentry
&

17 A Railroad Street      860-435-9661
Salisbury, CT  06068      860-671-1390

AARROWHEAD 
SELF STORAGE PARK

Conveniently located at 
14 Grace Way, Canaan, CT

Indoor Temperature Controlled 
Self Storage units  for your 
convenience & security

Please call 860 824 7435 for details
Occupancy Summer ‘08

UndermoUntain Golf CoUrse
Copake, nY

518-329-4444
www.undermountaingolf.com

Spend a Few Hours...Not a Fortune
 • Full Pro Shop • Practice Area
 • Air Conditioned • Motorized Carts
 • Snack Bar  

SWSA says THANK YOU!!
to the Following Individuals and Organizations

for donating equipment and time.

Allyndale Corp.

Andy Belter

Nic Osborn

Salisbury Town Garage

Stanton Equipment

Jason Bonhotel

Bob Stair

John Considine 

Champ Perotti

The Salisbury 

Volunteer Ambulance

The Lakeville 

Volunteer Firemen

Labonnes

photo by Don West

Mark Levasseur established a new award  to be given each year to the 
winner of the Masters Class at the eastern Championships. this award is 
named the earle Murphy and Don West award in honor of two long-time 
eastern Master Jumpers who have had significant impacts on the sport.

pictured is Mark breen, first time winner of the Murphy West Award

Congratulations
on 99 years of ski jumping

Proud Publishers
of the SWSA Program 

for Decades

Celebrating 129 Years

860-435-9873
64 Route 7 North

Falls Village, CT 06031

•

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted JournalMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journalmillertonnews.com

lakevillejournal.com
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

What I Learned When My Child 
Became a Ski Jumper…  By Caroline Gilbert

• Ski jumpers go for distance, not height. 
Their jumps roughly parallel the con-
tour of the hill. 

• After a year of jumping my child showed 
marked changes in self-confi dence that 
manifested itself in his everyday life. 

• Ski jumping is about repetition and 
hard work. Every fall leads to another 
attempt. 

• The community of jumpers, small and 
close-knit, supports all its members, no 
matter the competency or age. 

• Cheers of encouragement reward 
equally both soaring perfection and 
brave attempts.

• If your equipment needs adjustment, 
breaks, or is faulty, team members, and 
even competitors go out of their way to 
help fi nd a new set of skis for you to be 
able to participate.

• When my child sits on a start bar looking 
down the hill, he forms new goals and 
aspirations that are built on the courage 
to take the next step and next jump.

PHOTO BY MARY ANN TAN

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT
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CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTIONWD HEWINS & SONS

Sheffi eld, Ma.

17th Annual Holiday Jump Camp December 27 and 28, 2024  Photos by Caroline Gilbert

The 17th annual Holiday Jump Camp was held 
December 27 and 28 and was a huge success. Friday 
morning more than 50 children ages 6 and up arrived at 
Satre Hill ready to learn to fl y! Saturday morning with 
perfect temperatures and lots of enthusiasm made for 
a positive day of fi rsts.  A series of cheers went up for 
the fi rsts of skiing the landing hill, moving to the top of 
the hill start-bar, staying low in the in-run and pushing 
at take-off  were all accomplished. Experienced Team 
SWSA members were there to support and cheer on the 
newcomers, while practicing their technique. 

The Holiday camp is an annual tradition that allows 
current jumpers to get back on the snow and introduces 
eager skiers to try out the sport of ski jumping. This 
year the camp followed an introduction day at Salisbury 
Central School. Current and former jumpers along with 
Lake Placid and former US coach Larry Stone, intro-
duced grades 2-5 to the sport during gym class. 

Coaching at the camp came from Seth Gardner, 
Ella Rydingsword, and Carley Bannerman, who are all 
former jumpers and participants at past Jump Camps. 
Other former jumpers who helped guide the new 
jumpers were Tegan O’Connell, Charley O’Connell, 
and Hazel Taylor. In addition, current SWSA Directors 
and Team SWSA parents manned the start bars: Keith 
Bodwell, Scott Fitch, Holly Reid, Rosina Rand, Brian 
Sangster, Billy Sheil, Serena Hollmeyer Taylor, and 
Spencer Taylor.

The camp is made possible by snowmaking that 
starts in November and the many volunteers who work 
to snow the in-run and hill. Team SWSA is looking 
forward to continuing the season with weekday and 
weekend practices. Check Jumpfest.org for updates or 
email info@jumpfest.org to receive more information. 
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 Are You Ready for What is Next? Intermediate Hills   By Serena Hollmeyer Taylor

After the grip on the bar loosens and the skis become 
less wobbly on the landing hill a beginner jumper starts to 
look for new challenges. While lessons can be learned by 
anyone on a 20-meter jump–an in-run position is the same 
on a 20-meter as on an Olympic-size 120-meter–progres-
sion to larger jumps is the next step in the development of a 
ski jumper. Unlike most sports that play on regulation-sized 
fi elds or simply extend the length of a race, ski jumping 
involves travel to multiple hills to use a myriad of jump sizes. 
Satre Hill at SWSA has a 20-meter, a soon-to-be-completed 
36-meter, and a 70-meter. While a jumper can move step-
wise from the 20-meter to the 36-meter, they must fi nd the 
intermediate steps before taking on our large tower. These 
intermediate jumps can be found around New England, 
across the USA, and around the world. 

This past summer, after two months of training on the 
20-meter jump at Lake Placid we were told that our son, Wy-
eth, would have a great time on the 25-meter at the Norge Ski 
Club in Fox River Grove, IL. The jump is known as a “meaty” 
25-meter; one that jumps bigger than it looks. Curious, and 
with a few free days in the schedule, we hopped in the car and 
started west. Tucked away down a suburban street in Illinois. 
Norge has a series of jumps: 10-meter, 25-meter, 40-meter, 
and 70-meter. All jumps are diff erent: some are built into the 
ground like the 20-meter at Salisbury and others are built on 
more visually intimidating towers (like our 70-meter.) 

True to its reputation, the 25-meter at Norge looked big, 
a LOT bigger than the jump Wyeth had been fl ying from in 
Lake Placid. Wyeth gamely climbed onto the bar the second 
day and looked down the in-run. His grip tightened, a few 
nervous swallows passed, and he took a deep breath and let 
go. The fi rst jumps weren’t the calm, powerful moves that he 
had been working on for weeks, they were all about learning 
the shape and speed of the in-run and jump, using just the 
perception of his body as it slid and fl ew. This knowledge 
can’t be learned in any other way except by doing, by having 
faith in yourself, your training, and your coaches. 

The intangible value of traveling far and wide to jump on 
diverse jumps comes in the camaraderie of jumpers. Clubs 
open their hills to all competitors and the athletes quickly 
welcome visiting jumpers. Perhaps it’s a respect for fellow 
risk-takers, an understanding of what it takes to decide to 
move up to a larger hill size, but regardless of a jumper’s 
home hill, even if they will likely be major competition at 
an event in a few months, you’ll hear strangers calling “have 
one!” to each other as they slide out onto the bar. Tips will be 
exchanged: “Yeah, that in-run really compresses you as you 
come through the transition, you just have to hold it strong” 
or even “Make sure the groundhog isn’t on the outrun before 
you jump.” Wyeth made fast friends at Norge, ones we hope 
to see again for many seasons. 

Our family itinerary this winter includes many jumps in 
New Hampshire, weekends in Lake Placid, and, of course, 
Jumpfest in Salisbury. Each weekend we will meet up with 
the two dozen or so families with “intermediate” jumpers 
who complete the same circuit of intermediate jumps and 
follow the same stepwise progressions. While our athletes 
are in direct competition, we all cheer mightily for them, 

especially when someone is taking their fi rst jump on a 
bigger hill. 

Progress in ski jumping is measured by how far one fl ies. 
However, progress is also measured through confi dence, 
strength and courage. Each jumper learns to trust their 
training and coach to climb to the start bar of the next size 
hill. Each step allows a jumper to fl y further all while testing 
their skill and determination, and maybe taking a peek at 
the next bigger hill. 

The new intermediate 36-meter hill in Salisbury and the 
addition of summer jumping surfaces are major invest-
ments by the SWSA community. They will enable this and 
future generations of intermediate jumpers to progress all 
year round. 

These jumpers and their families learn to fl y with 
repetition of practice on all sized hills. Consistent exposure, 
practice, and team building on the intermediate jump is 
essential.

PHOTOS BY SERENA HOLLMEYER TAYLOR



24   Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2025

SAVE THE DATE
2nd Annual 
COME AS YOU ARE 
Art Sale & Party $25 entry, 

all works 
priced under 

$200

Saturday 
April 5th Noble 

Horizons 
Community 

Room

5 pm - 
7:30 pm

Full bar, heavy 
hors d’oeuvres, 

and great art 
to celebrate this 

year’s theme:

Brought to you by Noble Horizons Auxiliary 
to directly benefi t the residents of Noble Horizons

Post-view and pick up 
Sunday April 6th, 10 am - 1pm

See you there!
BIRDS BEES APPLE TREES& &
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smithwatson
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Smith Watson & Company LLP is your local trusted full 
service accounting firm. Call and let us know how we 
can support your business or personal financial needs.

 

Tax Planning & Preparation

Financial Reporting, Audit & Assurance Services

Business Plans & Projections

Payroll Service with Employee Direct Deposit

Personal Financial Planning

Estate & Trust Planning and Administration

solid preparation secures great results!
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 Jumping the Big Hills and Beyond  By  Islay Sheil

PHOTOS SUBMITTED FROM 2024 JUNIOR NATIONALS 
IN SKI JUMPING AND NORDIC COMBINED IN ALASKA

Islay Sheil on start-bar at Junior Nationals 2024 in 
Anchorage, AL.

Podium at Junior Nationals Team Event.

In 2021, I had the chance to experience ski jumping 
for the fi rst time. At just 11 years old, I started on the 
20-meter hill in Salisbury. Little did I know that moment 
would lead me to where I am today—jumping Olympic-
sized hills in Lake Placid.

When I fi rst started, I watched incredible jumpers soar 
off  the 65-meter hill at my fi rst Jumpfest, never dreaming 
that one day I would be jumping it myself. The experi-
ence was unforgettable, and it inspired me to push my-
self further. Last year, my dreams became a reality when 
I launched off  Salisbury’s “Big Hill” during Jumpfest, in 
front of my hometown crowd.

Starting on the smaller hills is essential for developing 
as a ski jumper. At fi rst, the larger hills felt intimidating, 
even impossible. But I quickly learned that the 20-meter 
hill was just the beginning. As I gained confi dence and 
skill, I moved on to the intermediate hills—those in the 
32- to 50-meter range—which were a big step in my de-
velopment. Each hill size provides a chance to challenge 
my skills and courage. Each hill is unique in design: old 
wooden structures, grass knolls, and steel towers. The 
feel of an in-run is unique, even as the training to hold 
a position is consistent. The intermediate hills are an 
essential challenge and steppingstone as a jumper. These 
hills help prepare me for the bigger jumps ahead.

Before I knew it, I was jumping the 65-meter hill too!
In just a few short years, I’ve traveled across the coun-

try for competitions, including Anchorage, Alaska, Fox 
River Grove, Illinois, and Steamboat Springs, Colorado. 
These experiences have been so helpful for my develop-
ment, as each hill and facility bring its own challenge and 
perspective.

I’m thankful to my parents for always supporting 
me. For the past three years, my family has traveled all 
over the Northeast in search of intermediate jumps to 
help me improve. I’m also excited that SWSA is build-

ing a 36-meter hill, not just because I want to train on 
it, but also because it’s a huge opportunity for the other 
younger junior jumpers coming up in Salisbury. It will 
give them the right challenge to help them grow their 
skills and confi dence.

While it may seem like a small achievement, master-
ing the smaller hills is important to becoming a strong 
ski jumper. With hard work and dedication, anyone can 
move from the small hills to the bigger ones. Courage, 
practice, and repetition help you believe in your ability 
to conquer each hill, no matter the size. With the right 
eff ort, anyone can learn to fl y!

I look forward to cheering on the next SWSA jumpers 
who work their way up, hill by hill, until they, too, are 
jumping Salisbury’s 70-meter and other larger jumps like 
the Lake Placid 90-meter. Jumping big hills for the fi rst 
time is such an amazing experience. The adrenaline rush 
as you sit on the bar, looking out for miles, is incredible. 
Sitting on the bar, waiting for the fl ag to drop, riding the 

in-run, fl ying over the knoll, and landing a big jump for 
the fi rst time, fi lls you with pride and a sense of accom-
plishment.

Jumping in competitions is very diff erent from 
practice. While the fi rst jump on a new size hill presents 
challenges and builds skill, competition brings a unique 
focus and energy. There’s so much more pressure during 
competitions, and it aff ects people diff erently. For me, 
the pressure makes me want it more, while for others, it 
can be overwhelming and hurt their performance. Learn-
ing how to focus on my training allows me to enjoy the 
competition and strive for more. 

In 2024 during the Junior Nationals in Alaska I 
participated in the team jumping event. This event is an 
example of a high-pressure competition, and it pushed 
me to do my best. That pressure helped me and my 
teammate, Caroline Chor of Ford Sayre, NH to place 3rd 
in the team event, which was a huge accomplishment. All 
the practices on various hill sizes gave us the confi dence 
to fl y further while representing the Eastern Team. 

Ski jumping has taught me so much about hard work, 
resilience, and the joy of taking on new challenges. Every 
practice requires focus and hard work, but that work 
leads to new jumps and fl ights. I can’t wait to see what 
the future holds—for me and for the next generation of 
jumpers growing up here in Salisbury.
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CONGRATS 
JUMPERS!

MILLERTONVET.COM

 Jumping Perspective   By Billy Sheil, Parent of Multiple Ski Jumpers

If you had told me 10 years ago—or even 5!—that I’d 
be the father of a ski jumper, I would have laughed and 
said, “Isn’t that the one where they do the fl ips in the 
air?” But if you then went on and added that all four of 
my kids would take up the sport at some point, I would 
have had to pause and say, “You must have the wrong 
father of four.” Ski jumping was beyond anything I 
knew or expected for my family.

Yet here we are in 2025, preparing for our fi fth Jump-
fest as a family. I’ve watched my strong and confi dent 
eldest, Islay, go from cautiously starting on the 20-me-
ter hill to soaring off  the Olympic-sized 90-meter hill 
in Lake Placid. Quin, though no longer competing, has 
moved on to his many other interests, but I know he’s 
thankful for the time ski jumping gave him—especially 
his experience at a summer jumping camp in Norway in 
2022. Coming in behind them—no less fi ercely deter-
mined—are my youngest, Henry (8) and Aerin (6), just 
beginning their journeys and learning the basics on 
smaller hills throughout the Northeast.

In this cherished sport of Salisbury, we like to 
measure in meters and medals. But I often think about 
the other distances achieved—the leaps and bounds 
our kids are taking in life experiences and personal 
growth: facing fears, pushing their limits, cheering on 
teammates, encouraging younger jumpers, learning 
resilience, and traveling to new places. The journey 
from fearing letting go of the start bar, ever jumping, to 
soaring off  big hills—these are the moments of growth. 
Each weekend brings a new hill, a new challenge, and a 
growing community of familiar faces from all over the 
region who feel like part of our extended family.

The heart of Salisbury’s ski jumping community lies 
in the dedication of its volunteers, who show up early 
and stay late to make it all happen. From those who put 

up and take down the netting to the ones who shovel 
snow off  the stairs; it’s the volunteers who ensure every-
thing is ready for practice and competitions. They are 
the ones who spend cold January nights preparing the 
70-meter and 20-meter hills for Jumpfest—often work-
ing towards midnight, then returning the next morning 
before dawn to cut the tracks while they are still frozen. 
It’s the shared love of the sport and love of this com-
munity and its history that makes it all so special!  It’s 
the impromptu Tuesday night BBQs outside the Byrd 
House after practices, and it’s the sneaky act of putting 
a “Ladies of Eastern Ski Jumping” sticker or “Michelob 
Ultra” Christmas ornament on Kenny’s snowcat. We do 
it all because we believe in this sport, in these kids, and 
in the community we’ve built together.

And selfi shly, I hope my kids keep jumping forever. 
I’ve grown to love this sport—not just for what it’s 
taught them but for what it’s brought to us as a family. 
The lessons, the community, the shared experiences—
these are the things that make the sport truly special. 
Because at the end of the day, it’s not the medals or the 
meters, but the memories we’ve made together that will 
last a lifetime.

And now, when someone asks me about ski jumping, 
I don’t just smile and say, “Isn’t that the one where they 
do fl ips in the air?” Instead, I proudly share the incred-
ible journey my family has been on—and how much it’s 
become a part of who we are.

PHOTO BY MARY ANN TAN

Islay and Aerin Sheil at a Ski Jumping competition.

“We do it all because we believe in 
this sport, in these kids, and in the 
community we’ve built together.
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The Sheil family



28   Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2025

Jumpfest 2024  Photos by Caroline Gilbert, Joshua Simpson, Nancy DePecol, Marlena Aakjar, Cheryl Tourville, Scott Fitch
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SWSA and Community Joining Together   By Caroline Gilbert

PHOTO BY CHERYL TOURVILLE

PHOTO BY NANCY DEPECOL 

Jumpfest is a beloved tradition in the Salisbury com-
munity, drawing winter sports enthusiasts and families 
to the picturesque town for an action-packed weekend. 
With ski jumpers from near and far, community sup-
port, and plenty of food and festivities, the event is an 
annual tradition for many.

Jumpfest weekend requires the coordination of vol-
unteers and organizations to put on the unique and fun 
weekend. As in years past, local non-profi ts and volun-
teers play an essential role in the festivities, providing 
food, drinks, and community support for the event, 
while benefi ting from the weekend’s activities. Each year 
SWSA is thrilled to see so many local organizations and 
individuals involved in Jumpfest. This event truly brings 
the community together, with everyone pitching in to 
make it a success. The support from our local non-prof-
its and volunteers is invaluable. The combined eff orts 
make for a great weekend of winter sports and fun.

Several local organizations including the Salisbury 
Volunteer Ambulance and The Lakeville Hose com-
pany, as well as other groups lend a helping hand, with 
volunteer crews helping the jumpers, maintaining the 
hills, marking the distances, manning the refreshments, 
and sharing in the winter spirit. Off  the jumping hill 
non-profi ts support the festivities with Sunday in the 
Country, operating the cookshack for the opening night 
of Jumpfest. On Saturday and Sunday, the Lakeville 
Firehouse Ladies Auxiliary takes over, off ering food, hot 
drinks and snacks for hungry jumpers, spectators, and 
volunteers. Salisbury Central’s SOAR is back serving 
hot toddies to help guests stay warm as they enjoy the 
action-packed ski jumping. Low-N-Slow BBQ will be 
back serving hot barbecue. And SWSA will be there with 
beer and wine and SWSA gear for purchase. With eff orts 
of many over the weekend, the festivities are elevated by 

the comradery and spirit of cooperation.
The extensive volunteer network that supports ev-

erything from setting up jumps to manning booths, and 
their involvement, provides a sense of ownership and 
pride in the event’s success. Many community members 
volunteer not just because they believe in the cause, 
but because they enjoy the opportunity to connect with 
neighbors, make new friends, and be part of a bigger 
eff ort.

SWSA and the local community are not just specta-
tors but participants in building a legacy of winter sports 
for future generations. This longstanding relationship 
between SWSA and the community creates a cycle of 

growth and mutual support, ensuring that ski jumping 
and other winter sports will continue to be a source of 
pride for years to come.

The relationship between SWSA and the greater 
Salisbury community is a powerful example of how 
collaboration and mutual support can benefi t all parties 
involved. From local non-profi ts raising funds to schools 
and businesses working together to make events like 
Jumpfest a success, the partnership between SWSA and 
the community helps to build both local pride and the 
sustainability of winter sports in the region. It’s an inter-
connected network that fosters inclusivity, growth, and 
opportunity for everyone.

PHOTO BY CHERYL TOURVILLE
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20 YEARS DEEP
MAKING SKIS LIKE

OUR LIVES DEPEND ON IT

L E A R N  M O R E  AT  L I B E R T Y S K I S . C O M
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Good Luck Ski Jumpers
Warren Carter
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KLEMM REAL ESTATEInc
LITCHFIELD COUNTY’S PREMIER BROKERS

THE ONLY LITCHFIELD COUNTY INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY AWARD WINNER YEAR AFTER YEAR 2003-2025         

klemmrealestate.com

KLEMM REAL ESTATEInc
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JUMP 
IN!

JUMP JUMP 
#1 Boutique Firm in Connecticut
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SWSA Continues to Evolve: Livestream at Jumpfest  By Caroline Gilbert

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT

Jumpfest weekend happens because of volunteers who are 
committed to preserving a tradition. The hills are prepped, 
stairs are shoveled, athletes are trained, the cook shack is 
provisioned—there are endless jobs fi lled by people who step 
up every year. 

Ian Johnson a professional photographer/videographer is 
one of those area residents who has spent years volunteer-
ing and watching at Jumpfest. Over the years he has shared 
many amazing photographs of athletes which we still use 
from our archives today. He is a friendly and familiar face 
in the crowd. Three years ago, Ian suggested that Jumpfest 
should be livestreamed. He did not just suggest the idea, but 
also stepped up to make it happen. He worked with SWSA to 
provide, set up, coach volunteers, and connect the technology 
to allow those who cannot attend Jumpfest to watch from 
afar. He has provided the expertise and equipment that has 
expanded access for those who cannot attend in person. 

Watching ski jumping live at Jumpfest is a one-of-a-kind 
experience, but for those who can’t get there in person con-
necting, through the livestream link is a great option. SWSA 
like many organizations, has embraced this game-changing 
approach.

One of the biggest advantages of live-streaming Jump-
fest is the ability to reach a broader audience. In February, 
when the cold weather can limit in-person attendance, fans 
can tune in to watch the ski jumping live. Livestreaming at 
Jumpfest allows fans to stay connected to the community, no 
matter where they are. 

It is a winning combination of expertise, ideas, and time 
that Ian Johnson has brought to Satre Hill for Jumpfest. When 
the competitions are in full swing, Jumpfest off ers an alterna-
tive for viewing. For fans who can’t make it to the event in 
person this winter, the click of a button is all it takes to catch 
the action live—no matter where they are. To watch Jumpfest 
2025 live, visit jumpfest.org for the link. Thank you, Ian!
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Visit BMD, Après-Ski

OPEN WEDNESAY-SUNDAY SHEFFIELD, MA
TASTNG FLIGHTS COCKTAILS SELF-GUIDED TOURS
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Hand & Power Tools, Paint, Lawn & Garden, Electrical,
Plumbing, BBQ Grills, Window Glass & Screen Repair.

860-824-0033 • 33 RailRoad StReet

theFallSVillageinn.com

Serving Dinner 7 days a week 
from 5 until 8pm

Monday night is burger night!

The Falls Village Inn
Est. 1834

Innkeeper Susan Sweetapple

The heart of 
Falls Village for 188 years190

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT

PHOTO BY JOSHUA SIMPSON
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. Grass Fed Dry Aged Beef .
. pork . chicken . eggs .

EXCEPTIONAL FLAVOR

Fridays and Saturdays . 10:00 – 5:00
(or by request)

189 SALMON KILL ROAD LAKEVILLE CT

Allen & Robin Cockerline . 860-435-2089
WhippoorwillFarmCT.com

WHIPPOORWILL FARM
A full selection of pork, chicken, grass fed beef, eggs, 

honey and maple syrup, 
 open year round.

 Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 – 5:00.

Eat well, eat responsibly. 
Support a business that keeps our area green and growing.

Allen & Robin Cockerline

189 SALMON KILL RD. SALISBURY 
 

860-435-2089
Whippoorwillfarmct.com

. Grass Fed Dry Aged Beef .
. pork . chicken . eggs .

EXCEPTIONAL FLAVOR

Fridays and Saturdays . 10:00 – 5:00
(or by request)

189 SALMON KILL ROAD LAKEVILLE CT

Allen & Robin Cockerline . 860-435-2089
WhippoorwillFarmCT.com

2024 Honor Roll of Donors
SWSA gratefully acknowledges our donors as of January 15, 2025 who so 
generously enable us to achieve our Campaign fundraising goals.  With your 
support we will be able to replace our 30 meter jump and make multiple 
upgrades that will modernize our facility into a four-season venue. We have 
attempted to make this list as accurate as possible. If you are listed incorrectly, 
or believe your name has been omitted, please accept our sincere apologies, 
and notify SWSA donors@jumpfest.org. 

We welcome further fi nancial support, either by visiting our website 
at jumpfest.org and clicking “Donate” or by mailing a check to PO Box 196, 
Salisbury, CT 06068. To donate stock, please write us at donors@jumpfest.org.
Thank you!

Anonymous (8)
Janet Accardo
Albertus Schmitz and Ceely Ackerman
Roger and Nancy Adams
Adams Glantz Charitable Fund
Marcie Aiuvalasit
Michael and Betsy Alderman
Louis Allyn
John Atchley and Linda Sloane
Kevin Atkinson
Jerry and Mary Ellen Baldwin
Carley Bannerman
Matt and Jessica Bannerman
Kenneth Barker
Kathleen Barthmaier
Mary Barton
The Anne and Rollin Bates Foundation, Inc.
Catherine Bauer and Kevin Rooney
Jordan Bayersdorfer
Becket Business Appraisals, LLC
Rick and Jean Bell
Charles and Karyn Bendit
Olivier and Trish Benjamin

Bob and Barbara Bettigole
Jonathan and Victoria Biller
Christine Birnbaum
Blackbaud Giving Fund
DeLoss Blackburn
F. Allen Blagden
Thomas and Evelyn Blagden
Zelina Blagden
Janet André Block
Jacqueline Blombach 

and Michael Duca
S. Parker Boal and Charles Mirabile
Grant and Karen Bogle
Scott and Roxanne Bok
Dorothy Bonbrake
Abigail Borchert
Anne Bowen
Penny Boyden
Donald and Susan Brant
Joan and David Bright
The Bucceri Family
Michael Buonanno
Eric and Marcie Bush

Felix and Jeanmarie Bustillo
Blake and Elizabeth Cabot
William A Caligari
Catherine Cammann
Randall and Shirley Cannon
Mark and Jane Capecelatro
Dennis and Peg Card
Charles and Roberta Carleton
Barbara and Ryan Carr
John and Deborah Carter
Jay and Kim Casey
John and Sharon Charde
Katherine Chilcoat
The Chor Family
Jouyie Chou
Neil Citrone
Betsy Clark
Chris Clark
James Clark and Jennifer Kronholm Clark
Mark & Jenifer Clarke
CLC Kramer Foundation
Joseph and Lorraine Cleaveland
Jocelyn Cohen
Lee and Barbara Collins
John and Carole Colpitts
Russell and Linda Conklin
Stephanie Copeland
Roger and Maggie Crain
Jennifer Crittenden
Carl Culbreth
John and Elizabeth Cunningham
Leigh Curran
Dick and Lynn Curtis
Leigh Curtiss, Jr.
Gray and Deb Davidson
Heather Davidson
Gerald and Deborah Davis
J. Richard deBart, Jr.
Rick and Barbara DelPrete
Walter and Susan DeMelle
Leslie Dittmar
Patrick and Maureen Dore
Noreen Doyle
Dufour Foundation
Mary Dusenbury
Eastern Ski Jump/Nordic Combined
Sam Eaton and Meredith Kovach
Joanne Elliott
Priscilla Ellsworth
Roger and Candice Elwood
Elyse Harney Real Estate
Robert and Eiko Engling
Todd and Michelle Fails
Burt and Bonnie Feinberg
Bert and Audrey Martin Fett
Carey and Kim Fiertz
Rob Fish
Scott and Aubrey Fitch
Gilbert and Janice Fitch
Joseph Murphy 

and Diane Fitzmyer Murphy
Carol Flaton
Bruce and Marcia Fowle
Peter Fowler
Gerry Freedman
Harriet Fried
K. Evan Friedman
Mike Garvan
Joe and Phyllis Geraghty
David Geraghty
Karin Gerstel
Peter Gevalt
Peter and Caroline Gilbert
Amos Gilbert
Albert Ginouves and Amy Lake
Mike and Kathy Giulian

Christopher Godburn
Scott and MaryAnn Goodell
Maria Grace
Bobby Graham & Matt Marden
Jeff  and Kim Greenberg
Laurie Greene
Stephen and Trish Griggs
Ann Grumpelt
Mark and Laurie Grusauski
Joseph and Cicily Hajek
Amanda and Peter Halle
Willie Hallihan
Wendy Hamilton
Adam DiPaolo and David Hamilton
M. Beth Hammond
Mrs. John Harney
Harney & Sons
Mary Ellen & David Harris
William and Adelaide Harris
Dean and Margaret Haubrich
Jack and Kathy Hawley
A. Lee Hayes
John Hedbavny
John Heilshorn and Susan Wallace
Chris and Laura Heintz
Hendricks Churchill
Anne Hepner
The Fleming Fund in Memory of 

Donald and Diane Hewat
John Hicks
Jon and Rindy Higgins
High Voltage Inc.
Tim Hitchcock and Linda Creedon
Dave and Laurie Hodgson
John Hoff man and Sarah Zarbock
George Holden
Daniel Hubbard
Carlo and Carol Huber
Neil and Nancy Humphreys
DeeAnne Hunstein
Donald and Sharon Hurlbutt
Katherine Hurly White
John and Beth Isler
Dean and Jacqueline Jendsen
Caroline and Henk Jonker
Jeff rey Keenan
Sultans of Soot
Dorothy Kelley
Peter & Alice Kent
Mat and Ali Kiefer
Kiefer Farms, LLC
Kevin Kiley
Lisa Kimmel White
William and Susan Kirber
Robert Kitchen
Steve & Sharon Klein
Susan Knight
Michael Kochanasz and Julie James
Beverly Kosak
David Kurish
LaBonne’s Markets
Daniel Lake
Donald and Rachel Lamb
Reginald Lamson, Jr.
John Landon
Allison Lassoe
Robin Leech
Rosalind Leech
Jamie Lehrer and John O’Brien
Lance Leifert/Conquest
Wesley and Evan LePatner
Macey Levin and Gloria Miller
Will and Helen Little
Jeff rey Livingston 

and Robbin Blaine
Donna Lloyd
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Humanely Raised All Natural USA Beef 
Fresh Seafood from the Docks  

Fresh Organic Produce
Grocery Delivery
Full-Service Deli  

Hot Foods Bar 
Gift Baskets

Catering

22 ACADEMY ST        860-435-2559

Jump on over to LaBonnes for
LABONNES.COM

Supporting 
SWSA’s 
Mission
Rosina Rand

PO Box 604
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068

Tel: 860.671.0091
Email: rosinarand6@gmail.com

Jo Ann and Kiau Loi
William Lorch
Alex Lotocki de Veligost
Karen and Bill Lundeen
Anne MacDonald
Michael Mahoney
Charles Church and Anne Makepeace
Rachel Maniatis
Janet Manko
Judith Glaser Marash
James March
Keith Marks and Kristen Neary
Lydia and Adrien Marshall
Karen Mascavage
Donna Lee Maxwell
Richard McCue
Angus McCusker
Tara McGovern
Robin and Buzz McGraw
Roger McKee
Elizabeth and Eamon McNiff
John McNiff
B Metcalf Asphalt Paving Inc
James Metro and Susan Cummings
The Metzgers
Daniel Milner and Michele Wurm
Cynthia Walsh and Rene Milo
Barbara Moller
John and Hope Mongeau
Nicholas and Leslie Moore
Bill and Sue Morrill
Tom and Sarah Morrison
Jonathan and Wendy Murphy
National Iron Bank
NBT Bank
Janet Neary
Michael Nesbitt
New England Ski Jumping  

Nordic Combined
Jonathan and Deborah Newcomb
Sherry Newkirk
Karen Nickerson
Greg Noble
Robert “Rip” Noble
Ann Marie Nonkin
Northwest Community Bank Foundation
Edward Nunes
The O’Connell Family
Ron and Sharon O’Connor
Heather Odell
John O’Neill and Allegra Blackburn-Dwyer
Robert and Shawn Ottenstein
Patricia Palmer
Elizabeth Panzer
Linda Patz and Kurt Stampfle
Pay Pal Giving Fund
Alice Peck
James Perkins
Champ and Dolores Perotti
John Perotti
Perotti Tree Surgeons, LLC
Emily Peruzzi
Chris Peterson
Lucia Medina Philipp
Mark Picton
Ariel Picton Kobayashi
Jane Pinckney and Richard Shanley
Christopher Pope
Barrett Prinz
The Pumpkin Fund
Lucia R. Putnam
Suzanne Quaintance
Tom Quinn and Maria Horn
Katharine Rancourt
Curtis and Susan Rand
Rosina Rand

Clare Rashkoff
Ronnie Reed
Dan and Holly Reid
Liza Reiss
Jacqueline Rice
Denise Rice
Cristin and David Rich
Kevin and Lisa Riley
Brian and Mary Kate Riva
Tanya and Mickey Riva
Scott Robinson
Benjamin Rottman
James and Nancy Rutledge
Salisbury Central School
Edward Sands
Brian and Pam Sangster
Emily and James Satloff
Lucia Coulter Scala Charitable Fund
Jean Schaefer
Darin Reid and Katharine Schafer Reid
Carlota Schechter
Newt and Barbara Schoenly
Matthew and Johanna Schwab
William and Sharie Schwaikert
Rhonda Schwartz
Andrew Schwartz
Steven Schwartz and Kathy Leo
Helen Scoville
Lori Seegers
Arlene Segalla
Linda Segalla
John Shea
Lisa Sheble
The Sheil Family
Robert Shepardson and Deirdre Flynn
Geoffrey and Kathleen Sherrill
Spencer Sherrill
Kim Sherwood
Catherine Sherwood
David and Pom Shillingford
Jack Silliman
Silver Mountain Builders, LLC
Isabel Sloane and Drew Robbins
Ileene Smith and Howard Sobel
Jim and Mary Smith
Todd Smith
James and Debra Sok
Tom Stack
Jerry Stanton
Steven Steinman
Thomas Stevens
William Stevenson
Rudi and Nancy Stoer
Eric Stoer
Lawrence Stone
Betty Ann Stratton
Donald and Rachel Strauber
Robin Sweeney
Spencer and Serena Taylor
Scooter and Tanya Tedder
John Terry
Robert Tomasetti and Kathleen Fanning
Kathryn Trahan
Tri-State Chamber of Commerce
Christopher and Bea Trotta
Matthew Twomey
Hoby and Nancy Van Deusen
Michael and Kathy Voldstad
Richard and Susan Vreeland
Ellen Walker Physical Therapy
Miichael Waltman
Lisa Wardell
Ian and Beth Warner
Silas Warner
Eugenie Warner
Bob and Jeanette Weber

John and Cathy Weber
Chattin Wetherill
Martin and Bonnie Whalen
John and Ginny Whalen
William Whelan
Marjorie and Henry White
Warren White & Holly Kempner
Thomas Whitridge
Cynthia Williamson
William and Roberta Willis
Richard and Beth Witt and Family
Jim and Katie Wood
Milissa Woodward
Edward and Catherine Woolston
Alice Yoakum
Jared Zelman
Tom Zetterstrom
Michael and Barbara Zimmerman

DONATIONS MADE IN TRIBUTE

In Honor of Mark Grusauski
Elizabeth Carlson
Laurie Grusauski
Judith Larter
Allison Lassoe
Bruce Macinnes
Champ, Dolores, Mary,  

Will and Ted Perotti
Rosina Rand
Tanya and Mickey Riva
Henry and Tia Vanderminden IV
Eugenie Warner

In Honor of Olle Zetterstrom
Tom Zetterstrom
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Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

318 Main Street  •  Lakeville, Connecticut  •  860.435.9891
www.robinleechrealestate.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL PARTICIPANTS AT THIS YEARS JUMP WEEKEND. 
ROBINSON LEECH REAL ESTATE IS A PROUD ADVERTISER  

FOR THIS ANNUAL EVENT.  Anyone interested in real estate around  
this area might be interested in the following outlook as we see it:

IN 2024, WE, AT RLRE, SEE THE REAL ESTATE MARKET SETTLING BACK FROM THE HECTIC PRICE 
RISING PERIOD OF THE  LAST 3+- YEARS.  AFFORDABLE HOUSES ARE AS SCARCE AS EVER, AS ARE 

‘ONE OF A KIND’ PROPERTIES AT THE HIGH END OF THE PRICING RANGE. WE SEE THE MIDDLE 
SECTOR HAVING LONGER MARKETING TIMES, AND MAY REQUIRE MORE FLEXIBILITY (from both 
ends) DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS PROCESS, TO GET THEM SOLD.  INTEREST RATES WILL ALSO 

BE A STRONG FACTOR IN AFFECTING HOW THIS MARKET MAY ‘GO’. 
ROBINSON LEECH REAL ESTATE REMAINS A SMALL, INDEPENDENT FIRM, COMMITTED 

TO GIVE THOSE WHO USE US, WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING, THE BEST ADVICE WE CAN 
WHEN DISCUSSING BUYERS AND SELLERS NEEDS IN REAL ESTATE.  

ROBIN LEECH, BROKER; JAY DeMARCKEN and CHIP HOBEN, ASSOCIATES.

Fine wine, Boutique beers, Spirits, and Cigars

1 Gay Street, Sharon, CT (860)364-5760

Launch Campaign 2024: Assuming our Legacy as a Winter Sports Town   By Peter Gilbert

Salisbury Winter Sports Association (SWSA) fosters 
a sense of community pride, regional vitality, and local, 
unique athletic achievement in the northwest corner 
of Connecticut. Truly, it is a regional “gem” that shines 
because of a committed core group of volunteer stalwarts 
and a steadfast army of local supporters, businesses, and 
foundations that have prioritized this legacy organization 
and its future. The “Launch Campaign” a transformative 
initiative that began less than a year ago, was remark-
ably well received, and deeply supported by hundreds of 
donors. At the end of 2024, SWSA is proud to announce 
that we achieved our Campaign fundraising goals and 
that we will be able to do multiple phases of upgrades 
and renovations to the current facility. “Launch” is the 
right verb and visual for what is to come…it took vision, 
ambition, and partnership to achieve this mission. 

Annually, the Salisbury Winter Sports Association 
welcomes and relies on fi nancial contributions to sup-

port ongoing improvements. But it had been more than 
a decade since our last campaign, and we needed a quick 
and generous response to achieve this campaign’s goals 
in a short amount of time.

Excitedly, the community’s dedication to and invest-
ment in SWSA made this all possible. We see fi rst-hand 
that our outdoor recreation infrastructure preserves 
one of Connecticut’s unique cultural assets. With strong 
local and regional support, this comprehensive, phased 
project positions Satre Hill as a premier destination for 
ski jumping enthusiasts and outdoor activities, benefi t-
ing residents and visitors alike while sustaining a vibrant 
legacy.

The fi nal product will modernize the facility into a 
four-season venue, ensuring year-round accessibility, 
increased tourism, and expanded youth programming 
opportunities. By upgrading and expanding Satre Hill, 
the state’s only ski jumping complex, our youth jump-

ers will be aff orded transformational opportunities that 
have fueled dreams for generations here in our corner of 
the State. Established as a cornerstone of Connecticut’s 
winter sports heritage, Satre Hill has hosted national and 
international ski jumping events for almost 100 years and 
will continue to do so for years to come.

The SWSA facility has served as a training ground 
for aspiring athletes and a cultural landmark for winter 
sports enthusiasts. The existing infrastructure was sorely 
outdated, limiting the site’s potential for broader use and 
year-round engagement. In the coming year, look for a 
four-season jumping upgrade to Satre Hill. After “making 
do” with a 75-year-old intermediate jump and an out-
dated landing hill profi le, the beginner and intermediate 
jumps will be modernized. The current scope of Salis-
bury Winter Sports Association includes over 200 chil-
dren in the Salisbury region receive funding, equipment 
and coaching in jumping, downhill and cross-country 
skiing from us each year. And, of note, SWSA’s volunteers 
maintain three jumps that are crucial in the development 
of competitive ski jumpers in national competitions.

The “Launch” Campaign’s impressive success repre-
sents a pivotal moment for Satre Hill and the broader 
community. On behalf of SWSA, thank you donors and 
volunteers for launching a new era of outdoor recreation 
and doubling down on community engagement in Salis-
bury. This successful campaign brings joy to all who have 
shared the vision of what is possible in our winter sports 
town, like no other, Salisbury. As the bumper sticker says, 
“Salisbury IS jumping!” It is true now, more than ever. 

With gratitude from the Campaign Committee and 
the Advisory Committee, thank you!

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT
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Hey jumpers!
Have a!
~Digby

SALISBURY WINTER SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
LAUNCH FOR THE NEXT 100 YEARS

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Ken Barker 

Matt Bannerman

Ryan Carr 

Carey Fiertz

Joe Geraghty

Peter Gilbert

Willie Hallihan

Jon Higgins

Serena Hollmeyer Taylor

Mat Kiefer

Robin McGraw

Nick Moore

Julianne O’Connell

Rosina Rand

Billy Sheil

Bill Demong
U.S. Olympic Gold medalist 

in Ski Jumping and Nordic Combined

Larry Stone
NYSEF Coach and former U.S. Women’s 

ski jumping coach

Curtis Rand 
First Selectman, Salisbury, CT

Lakeville Hose Company

Salisbury Volunteer Ambulance Service

Lisa McAuliff e
Salisbury Recreation Director

Hedden Family and Mohawk Mountain

John Norton
Executive Director, NYSEF



40   Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2025

Daily 
Specials

Mizza’s Restaurant
6 Ethan Allan St., Lakeville, CT 06039
860.435.6266 • 860.435.6466
www.mizzas.com

Pizza • Pasta • Subs 
Dinners • Salads

FREE DELIVERY

13-1 East Main Street, Canaan, CT
860-824-7295
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CELEBRATE JUMPFEST IN
MORGAN’S RESTAURANT AT

THE INTERLAKEN INN

MORGAN'S RESTAURANT
since 1999

MORGAN'S RESTAURANT
since 1999

TUESDAY-THURSDAY 4PM-8PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 5PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

TACO TUESDAY
BURGER NIGHT THURSDAY

PRIME RIB FRIDAY

860.435.9878
WWW.INTERLAKENINN.COM
74 INTERLAKEN ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CT

Dine by the fire during Jumpfest Weekend
Mention this ad and receive 20% off your meal!
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2025 Ski Jump O�  cials
PRESIDENT OF SALISBURY
WINTER SPORTS ASSOCIATION
Ken Barker

CHIEF OF COMPETITION
Larry Stone

STARTER
Carey Fiertz

AMBULANCE
The Salisbury Volunteer
Ambulance Service

HILL PREPARATION
Ken Barker, Reg Lamson, Reg Jr., 
Scooter Tedder, Mat Kiefer, Davin Lindy, 
Eliot Osborn, Dave Golden, Nick Brazzale, 
Brian Brazzale, Salisbury School Ski Team, 
Caleb Gilbert, Town Highway Dept., 
Todd Fails, Thomas Brazee, Seth Gardner, 
Matt Bannerman, Ella Rydingsword, 
Wiley Fails, Fisher Rydingsword, Serena 
Hollmeyer Taylor, Spencer Taylor, Billy 
Sheil, Scott Fitch, Carly Bannerman, 
Westy Kiefer, Ryan Carr, Ariel Picton 
Kobayashi, Keith Bodwell, Brian Sangster,

CHIEF MEASURERS
Brian Sangster, Mat Kiefer

DEVELOPMENT
Rosina Rand, Jon Higgins, Ryan Carr, 
Carey Fiertz, Joe Geraghty, Peter Gilbert

SNOW-MAKING CREW
Ken Barker, Reg Lamson, Scooter Tedder, 
Reg Lamson Jr., Mat Kiefer

MEASURERS
Approx. HALF THE TOWN 
OF SALISBURY

HOUSING COORDINATOR
Holly Reid

COMPUTERS
Scott Fitch, Holly Reid, Cicily Hajek, 
Amy Gardner, Reg Lamson, Jr., 
Leslie Bonhotel

TICKETS
Jon Higgins, Joe Mulligan, Willie 
Hallihan, Roger Crain, Nick Moore, Keith 
Marks, Adam Higgins, Jim Rutledge

COMPETITION SECRETARY
Holly Reid and Lisa Sheble

SNOWBALL
John Sullivan

JUMP PROGRAM
Willie Hallihan, Caroline Gilbert, 
Carey Fiertz, Holly Reid, 
Serena Hollmeyer Taylor

ADVERTISING
Willie Hallihan, Caroline Gilbert, 
Reggie Lamson Jr.

PROGRAM AD SALES
Cicily Hajek, Lisa Sheble, Reg Lamson Jr., 
Mat Kiefer, Elvia Gignoux, Carey Fiertz, 
Willie Hallihan, Donna Lloyd Stoetzner, 
Caroline Gilbert, Jon Higgins, Holly Reid, 
Rosina Rand, Matt Bannerman, 
Billy Sheil, Scooter Tedder, Ken Barker

ANNOUNCERS
Dale Jones and Guests

TECHNICAL DELEGATE
TD Art Tokle, ATD Jay Rand, 
COC Larry Stone

JUDGES
John Fulton, Keith Hanson, Steve Kroll, 
Todd Einig, Evan Bliss

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Nancy DePecol, Marlena Aakjar, Caroline 
Gilbert, Lans Christensen, Karen 
Bertapelle, Cheryl Tourville, Josh Simpson

PUBLICITY
Carey Fiertz, Willie Hallihan, 
Caroline Gilbert, Serena Hollmeyer Taylor 
Janet Serra

PHOTO BY CHERYL TOURVILLE

PHOTO BY NANCY DEPECOL
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williampitt.com

  Salisbury Brokerage, 19 Main Street  |  860.435.2400  |  Follow us on Instagram @livelitchfieldhills

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Roxanne Lee
860.318.1583

Diana Bisselle
917.519.5021

Elvia Gignoux
860.435.0345

John Harney
860.921.7910

Mimi Harson
860.671.1557

Brenda McLean
860.435.6700

Mary Taylor 
860.318.6506

Martha Mullins
860.480.5168

Brierley L. Hannan
860.948.8863

MC Taylor
860.248.9804

Ethan Watt 
860.671.1936

David Mallison  
860.459.5273

Laurie Dunham
203.985.5974

Andrew Bisselle
203.391.3666

Christine Bates
212.924.1980

Lori Belter 
860.309.3109

Patricia Best
860.307.0591

Patricia Thurman
413.717.0358

Lenore Mallett
203.209.1777

Karen Grimaldi
860.480.1156

Cagney Morrison
646.765.3138

Amy Danis
917.806.6323

Michael Conlogue
860.806.5237

Nothing Compares to 
Salisbury’s 2025 Jumpfest

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE JUMPFEST COMPETITORS!
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Jumping lingo

Tele landing
Noun, abbreviation of “telemark” landing. A style of
landing a jump with one foot forward and both knees
bent. Adds stability and style points

Noun, abbreviation of “telemark” landing. A style of
anding a jump with one foot forward and both knees

Noun, refers to the angle created between the jumpers shin and top

of the foot when in the inrun position. The narrower the angle, the

better the position. Often abbreviated into one word “shinangle.”

Shin angle

Verb, refers to jumper landing with feet together and sliding into a

tele landing, hoping to garner style points, it rarely works.

Term of encouragement shared between jumpers. Traditionally

jumpers standing on the stairs call out “have one!” to the athlete on

the bar and they return it as they begin their inrun.

“Have one!”

Similar usage to “have one” but with more enthusiasm, not usually

echoed. See also: “Have a sendy one!”

Send it!

Verb, refers to a jumper trying to gain balance by

circling their arms in the air. Generally considered poor

style and not comprehensible to anyone born after

1990.

Verb, refers to a jumper trying to gain balance by

circling their arms in the air. Generally considered poor

style and not comprehensible to anyone born after

Rolling down the windows

 Noun, refers to the artificial grass placed on some hills that allows
for jumping in the spring, summer, and autumn.

Plastic

GRAPHIC BY SERENA HOLLMEYER TAYLOR

2025 SWSA Awards 
Photos by Mary Ann Tan & Caroline Gilbert

SATURDAY
Louise Sherwood Memorial Cup
Awarded for the best single jump 
by a woman during the Salisbury 
Invitational

Sherwood Brothers Cup
Given to the best overall on the 70 M 
in the Salisbury Invitational. 
Given by the Sherwood Family

SUNDAY
Salisbury Cup
Given to the best overall jumper. 
Cup is retired after three wins by the 
same individual

Ladies Cup
Given the jumper with the highest 
points in a division other than the 
winner.
Given in memory of Charlotte Satre 
Torrissen in honor of the women who 
graciously support SWSA. 

Earle Murphy and Don West Award
Given to the winner of the Masters 
class in the Eastern Championship.

Sig Evensen Trophy
Given to the best overall junior. 
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 Gallery hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4; Sunday noon - 4; Monday closed

February 15 – April 5, 2025
Reception: Saturday, February 15, 4 – 6 p.m.

THE ART OF JOY BROWN

Excerpts from the documentary, The Art of Joy Brown, followed by a conversation
with artist Joy Brown, Ann Villano, instructor in Film and Photography,

Christine Owen, instructor in Ceramics, and filmmaker Eduardo Montes Bradley:
Thu. Mar. 6, 7 - 8 p.m. (Walker Auditorium)
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WWee wwiillll ooppeenn ffoorr tthhee sseeaassoonn oonn AApprriill 11,, 22002233March 23, 2024April 5, 2025

PHOTO BY KAREN BERTAPELLE
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The Essential Forgotten Jump By Willie Hallihan

It is the unheralded one of the three-the middle one-the 
30-meter.

The smaller 20-meter hill to the left is the hill of fi rsts, 
where it all begins. Children as young as fi ve fi rst slide 
down its landing hill, and when they are comfortable, they 
fi rst face their fear of height and distance, overcome that 
fear and move down the in-run to leave the snow-covered 
surface for the fi rst time and catch some air. It is on the 
20-meter that the youngsters’ achievements are most pho-
tographed and recorded by their proud parents.

And to the right, the big 70-meter hill garners the most 
media attention. It is here that talented jumpers from the 
eastern clubs gather each February for Jumpfest weekend to 
dazzle the crowds and vie for a spot on the Eastern Junior 
National Team, and every fi ve years, jumpers countrywide 
come to compete in the Ski Jumping and Nordic Combined 
Junior Nationals. Record jumps are attempted and some-
times achieved. 

But an aspiring young jumper cannot make the leap 
from the 20-meter to the 70-meter without fi rst conquering 
the middle one, the one SWSA jumper, Director, and coach 
Ariel Picton Kobayashi calls “the intermediate jump…that 
bridges the gap between our beginner and advanced hills, 
that young jumpers will be able to trust and fi nd courage in 
as they build their confi dence and skills.”

Much is asked of a young jumper as they develop both 
physically and emotionally. One could say that they grow up 
a lot during this process, but crucial to their success is the 
measured transition from one sized hill to the next, to the 
next. This progression is where the 36-meter hill becomes as 
important as its neighboring jumps to the left and right. 

As Team SWSA jumper Islay Sheil describes it, “It’s not 
just another hill; it’s a place where I can challenge myself, 
work on my skills, and build my confi dence. It’s also a step-
pingstone, making our 70-meter hill seem more within 
reach for our young jumpers.”
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“Have One!”“Have One!”

JUMPFEST 2025
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THE AT HOME IN THE HILLS TEAM IS NOW SERVING LITCHFIELD COUNTY
Doing More Is Our Distinction

Nothing compares 
to powerful partnerships.

Elvia Gignoux
860.435.0345

egignoux@williampitt.com
elviagignoux.williampitt.com

Licensed in CT & MA

Lenore Mallett
203.209.1777

lmallett@williampitt.com
lenoremallett.williampitt.com

Licensed in CT, MA & NY

Salisbury Brokerage | 19 Main Street, Salisbury, CT 06068 | williampitt.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.  
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Building for the Future...
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Traditional Cabinetry,
Bookcases & Furniture

backcountrywoodworkingllc.com 

Backcountry Woodworking

B. ALLYN

Brian Allyn
(860) 307-3461

P.O. Box 422 East Canaan, CT 06024

TRUCKING
DUMP TRUCK SERVICE

Scoring Ski Jumping
A jumper’s scores are based on a combination of style 

and distance. Ski jumping is about how far you can fl y — 
not height or acrobatics. 

STYLE 
Style is based on two components: fl ight in air and 

landing. While an athlete is in the air the judges look 
for a stable body, fully stretched legs and how well the 
athlete capitalizes on wind conditions. 

An athlete’s landing is judged on a smooth transition 
from fl ight to landing position. The landing position is 
called a telemark. A proper telemark landing should have 
a straightened upper body, bent knees, split legs, feet 
apart with hands out when fi rst gliding on the snow. Five 
judges score the athletes, with the lowest and highest 
scores thrown out. 

Judges start with a perfect score of 20 and deduct 
points for fl aws in landing or fl ight.

DISTANCE
An athlete’s jump is measured in distance and con-

verted to points. An athlete receives 60 points if they 
reach the K point. The K point refers to the section of 
the landing hill where it starts to fl atten out and is usu-
ally marked by a red line. This indicates the hill size, for 
instance the K point here on the large steel jump is 70. A 
jump to the K point is worth 60 points; each meter over 
or under that distance increases or decreases the score.

COMPETITION
Traditional competitions follow a two-round format. 

Usually the second round is run in the order of lowest 
fi rst-round score to highest, meaning the leading jump-
ers jump last in the fi nal round. 

TERMS TO KNOW
In-run: The portion of the jump during which the 

athlete travels down to the takeoff .
K-Point: The distance from the takeoff  that is equiva-

lent to the height of the hill. 
Telemark position: Landing position with one ski in 

front of the other in a lunge position. The skier’s body 
then transitions into a straightened upper body, bent 
knees, split legs, feet apart and hands out.

V-style: Today’s jumping style. The tips of the skis 
are in a V-shape during fl ight to achieve optimal aerody-
namic e�  ciency.

How to Join 
Team SWSA

If you are interested in trying out ski jumping, 
and Team SWSA, email info@jumpfest.org
Practices are held Tuesdays and Thursdays 
5:30-7:30 and Saturdays 12-2. 
First time jumpers can join a practice for 
$25 which will include membership to Team 
SWSA. Membership includes everything you 
need to participate in the season:

• Weekly practices with our coaches
• Equipment loan for boots and skis
• Opportunity to compete in meets 

as a member of Team SWSA
• Registration to compete in Jumpfest

Ski Jumping is an exciting and safe sport that 
challenges an athlete to build strength, resil-
ience, and confi dence. 

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT
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Hillsdale, NY: 518.325.3131·  800.453.1311
Marble & Tile Design Center: 518.325.5836

Lakeville, CT: 860.435.2561·  Millerton, NY: 518.789.3611
Hudson, NY: 518.828.9431·  Chatham, NY: 518.392.9201 

Sheffield, MA: 413.229.8777 ·  herringtons.com

WINDOWS & DOORS· STONE 
KITCHENS & BATHS· POWER TOOLS

BUILDING MATERIALS· QUALITY PAINT 
COUNTERTOP FABRICATION ·  TILE

®

Casual Dining with
a Great Bar
2 Ethan Allen Street

Lakeville, CT

860-596-4227
www.blackrabbitbarandgrille.com

“Always Hoppin”
2 Ethan Allen Street

    Lakeville, CT
 

Join Us for Sunday Brunch
 

860-596-4227
www.blackrabbitbarandgrille.com

Soy-Based Color

REBECCA WELSH - PROPRIETOR
19 West Main Street, Sharon, CT 06069

860.364.5111

Wine, Spirits, Beer

Speigelau Glassware

Open Monday through Saturday 11 to 7;
Sunday, 11 to 5

Free Local Delivery
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www.bainrealestate.com

It’s slippery and cold out there,

Let us help you to a safe and warm landing

KENT           SHARON          CORNWALL          SALISBURY

860 - 927 - 4646

www.bainrealestate.com

It’s slippery out there

Let one of our agents 
help you to a safe landing

KENT           SHARON          CORNWALL          SALISBURY

860 - 927 - 4646

SWSA SAYS THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT

Allyndale Corp.
B. Allyn Trucking
Gerry Baldwin
Jesse Baras/

Polar Baras Productions
Dan Bolognani
Nick Brazzale Construction
Bonhotel Lawn & Landscaping
Evergreen Philanthropy
Churchill Family
James Clark
Roger Crain
Clover Hill Forestry
Domaney’s
Emberlin Lawn & 

Landscaping
Farmington Metal Fabrication
Four Seasons Pool & Spa
Hammertown Builders
Patrick Hackett P.E.
Rich Hanley

Hedden Electric
Don Hedden
Steven Hedden
Adam Higgins
Interlaken Inn
Ian Johnson
Dale Jones
LaBonnes Epicure
The Lakeville Hose Co.
The Lakeville Hose Co. 

Ladies Auxiliary
Laurelbrook Natural 

Resources
Low-N-Slow BBQ
Carol Lugar
Mad River Painting
Mizza’s Pizza
Mohawk Mountain
Moore & More 

Printing

Nick Moore
Pittsfi eld 

Communications
Curtis Rand
Robinhood Radio
Jim Rutledge
Salisbury Painting 

and Decorating
Salisbury School
Salisbury Town Garage
The Salisbury Volunteer 

Ambulance
Sharon Country Inn
Stateline Wine and 

Spirits
Sunday in the Country 

Food Drive
W.D. Hewins & Sons 

Excavating
The White Hart Inn

PHOTOS BY CAROLINE GILBERT
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DIRECTORS OF SALISBURY WINTER SPORTS ASSOCIATION 2024-2025

Rodney Aller
William Appleyard

John Bartram
Jack Bell

Digby Brown
Victor Clarke

William Doolittle

James DuBois
Dr. John Elliot

Walter Erickson
Jack Fisher

Donald Genung
William R. Harris

Ole Hegge

George Kiefer
Mary Louise Kiefer

Howard Knickerbocker
Reg Lamson Sr.
George Miner
Russell Ottey

Richard Parsons

Robert Patterson
Jack Phelps

Peggy Phelps
H. Copland Robinson

Ottar Satre
Sverre Satre

Roy Sherwood

Larry Stone
Sidney Terhune
Birger Torrissen
Cricket Trotta
William Walsh

Audrey Whitbeck

Ken Barker
President

Carey D. Fiertz
Secretary

Mat Kiefer
Vice President

Jon Higgins
Treasurer

HONORARY DIRECTORS (PAST AND PRESENT)

Matt Bannerman
Keith Bodwell

Scott Fitch
Joe Geraghty

Caroline Gilbert
Cicily Hajek

Willie Hallihan
Reggie Lamson Jr.

Ariel Picton Kobayashi
Rosina Rand
Holly Reid

Brian Sangster

Billy Sheil
Serena Hollmeyer Taylor

Scooter Tedder

PHOTO BY CHERYL TOURVILLE 
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DB Enterprises
Innovative, Creative Engineering & Fabrication

Artful Automotive Restoration

70 Weatogue Rd
Salisbury, CT 06068

Phone: 860-309-1366

Don Breslauer

DB Enterprises
Innovative, Creative Engineering & Fabrication

Artful Automotive Restoration

70 Weatogue Rd
Salisbury, CT 06068

Phone: 860-309-1366

Don Breslauer

DB Enterprises
Innovative, Creative Engineering & Fabrication

Artful Automotive Restoration

70 Weatogue Rd
Salisbury, CT 06068

Phone: 860-309-1366

Don Breslauer

PHOTO BY CHERYL TOURVILLE 
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Experience the
Art of Healing

Welcome to the Neighborhood!
We are a continuing care 

retirement community that o�ers:

17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT
(860) 435-9851   

www.noblehorizons.org

a non-pro�t organization

Senior Living   Rehabilitation   Skilled Nursing    

• Live events

• Local excursions

• Exceptional dining

• Wellness programs
• Pet, music & art therapy

• Community-based educational 
     and cultural programs

Experience the
Art of Healing

Welcome to the Neighborhood!
We are a continuing care 

retirement community that o�ers:

17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT
(860) 435-9851   

www.noblehorizons.org

a non-pro�t organization

Senior Living   Rehabilitation   Skilled Nursing    

• Live events

• Local excursions

• Exceptional dining

• Wellness programs
• Pet, music & art therapy

• Community-based educational 
     and cultural programs1 Calkinstown Road, Sharon, CT 06069

www.SharonCountryInn.com
reservations@sharoncountryinn.com

ph: 860.364.0036 Fax: 860.397.5220

It’s Time to Enjoy our Easy Access to Comfort...
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+Architecture Interiors

hendrickschurchill.com

Hendricks
Churchill
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Visit your nearest branch or learn more at nbtbank.com
Canaan   |   Lakeville   |   Millerton   |   Salisbury   |   Sharon

Member FDIC

Voted One of the 
World’s Best Banks 

by Forbes

5-Star 
Bauer Rating

Mobile App Rating: 
4.7 out of 5 Stars

to the same great team.
Trust your banking

The best part about banking with NBT? 
Seeing friendly faces you already know.

With familiar faces and a deep understanding of our community, our local team is here to help you turn your 

financial goals into reality, no matter where they take you. NBT Bank offers the personalized products, high-tech 

digital banking tools, and local decision-making you need in your bank. Whether you’re supporting your goals, your 

family or your business, you need a bank you can rely on. 
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