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Elevating holiday spirit
Principal Leanne Maguire added a bit of seasonal ex-
citement to the morning drop-off Thursday, Dec. 18,
at Cornwall Consolidated School. Dressed as an elf,
Maguire was lifted above the school’s front entrance to
greet arriving students. The tree bucket was provided

by Gervais & Sons Inc.

Sharon Hospital drops NDP
as ambulance provider

By Ruth Epstein

SHARON — Northern Dutchess

Paramedics will cease operating

in northwest Connecticut at the
start of the new year, a move that
emergency responders and first se-
lectmen say would replace decades
of advanced ambulance coverage
with a more limited service ar-
rangement.

Emergency officials say the
change would shift the region from
a staffed, on-call advanced life sup-
port service to a plan centered on

a single paramedic covering mul-
tiple rural towns, raising concerns
about delayed response times and
gaps in care during simultaneous
emergencies.

The decision became known on
Dec. 11 when communities were
informed that NDP’s service would
end as of Jan. 1, according to An-
drea Downs, president of the Falls
Village Volunteer Fire Department
and an employee of NDP.

Founded in 1994 and based in
Rhinebeck, New York, NDP has
provided advanced and basic life

Nuvance/Northwell
plans to operate its own
paramedic service.

support ambulance services to
communities in Dutchess and Co-
lumbia counties in New York, as
well as parts of Litchfield County,
for nearly three decades.

How the change came about was
outlined by Al Tortorella of Sharon,
also an employee of NDP.

See AMBULANCE, Page A12

McEver nixes subdivision plan;
riverfront property now slated
to be conserved for public use

By Ruth Epstein

NORTH CANAAN — The plan

for a 20-lot subdivision off Honey

Hill Road has been dropped and in-
stead, the land, owned by H. Bruce
McEver, could become a large public
nature preserve.

The announcement came at the

Northwest Corner municipalities
weigh salt usage as snow returns

By Christian Murray
and Alec Linden

Snow returned to the Northwest
Corner earlier this month, send-
ing town highway and public works
crews back into their annual cycle
of plowing, sanding and salting —
work that keeps roads passable but
strains municipal budgets, equip-
ment and the surrounding envi-
ronment.

Connecticut lies within the
so-called “Salt Belt,” where sodi-
um chloride remains the primary
defense against icy roads, even as
officials weigh its financial and en-
vironmental costs.

In North Canaan, First Select-
man Jesse Bunce said road salt is
one of the town’s largest winter
operating expenses, and reduc-
ing reliance on straight salt could
bring both fiscal and environmental
benefits. The town currently applies
straight salt during most storms,

91421700011
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Fresh snowfall covers North
Goshen Road after the Dec.
13-14 storm, one of many
winter weather events that
require towns to decide how
and where to apply road salt.

but Bunce said he would like to
shift toward blending salt with sand
more often.

Bunce said the cost difference
between the two materials is stark,
estimating sand at roughly $20 per
cubic yard compared to about $120
per cubic yard for salt. He said even
partial blending could yield mean-
ingful savings over the course of

a winter while also reducing the
volume of salt entering roadside
soils and waterways.

He said he and his highway crew
have discussed experimenting with
different blends to determine what
works best under local conditions.

The town has also explored al-
ternatives such as limestone in the
past — an idea periodically raised
because North Canaan has lime-
stone quarries — though Bunce
emphasized that no decisions have
been made and further evaluation
is needed.

Beyond costs, Bunce said
straight salt accelerates corrosion
on trucks and equipment and con-
tributes to environmental stress
along roadways. Salt-laden runoft,
he said, can damage roadside trees,
creating additional maintenance
costs when trees decline or die. Re-
ducing salt use, he said, could help
protect vegetation while extending
the lifespan of municipal vehicles.

“Salt is tougher on our road-
sides, our trees, things of that na-
ture, which are another big operat-

See ROADS, Page A12

Dec. 15 meeting of the Board of Se-
lectmen, when Catherine Rawson,
executive director of the Northwest
Connecticut Land Conservancy,
came before the board to request a
required letter of approval allowing
the conservancy to seek state grants
for the purchase. She emphasized
that significant work remains, in-
cluding extensive surveys, before a
deal is completed and the deed is
transferred.

Should all proceed as planned,
a transfer of this nature generally
takes 24 to 36 months to close, she
said. Once finalized, the land must
be opened to the public within six

months.

Funding decisions from the state
— particularly through the Open
Space and Watershed Land Acqui-
sition program administered by the
Department of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection — are expected in
mid-2026. Additional funding will
also be sought through the federal
Highlands Conservation Act, as well
as from private donations.

Rawson said the conservancy;,
which is based in Kent, had been
in discussion with McEver and is
delighted to partner with him to

See HONEY HILL, Page A12
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Keri LaBella of Worcester, Mass., visited the donkeys at Trinity
Retreat Center in early December during a women’s retreat.

Six donkeys carry a message
of hope this Christmas

By Debra A. Aleksinas

CORNWALL — On a quiet
patch of farmland where West
Cornwall’s forested hills roll down
toward the Housatonic River, six
donkeys lift their heads at the
sound of approaching footsteps.
Their long ears twitch. Their breaths

plume in the frigid air.

The soft brays that greet visitors
to Trinity Retreat Center have be-
come part of the landscape here —
a warm, familiar sound that carries
across the snow-covered fields as
December settles in.

See DONKEYS, Page A12

CELEBRATING 129 YEARS of Fostering the Free Flow of Information and Opinion

Print Subscription Includes

Free Access to Website
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly

In County | $12.25 Outside County

Local Matters

The Lakeville Fournal

The
MiiLerTON NEWS
Subscribe Today

860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com




A2

In The Journal this week

REGIONAL................ A2
OUR TOWNS........ A3-4
TRE (G7AV[ES I —— A4
REGIONAL................ A5
OBITUARIES............. A5
OPINION........ccceeeuee A6

VIEWPOINT............. A7
OUR TOWNS.......... A7-8
COMPASS. ............... B1-4
CALENDAR................ B4
SPORTS.........cc.ceuee.. B5
CLASSIFIEDS.......... B5-6

Online This Week

Looking back on 2025

As the year concludes, annual recaps highlight the
biggest stories of the year in the Northwest Corner’s
towns. More at lakevillejournal.com

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

The following information
was provided by the Con-
necticut State Police at Troop
B. All suspects are considered
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law.

Warrant arrest

On the evening of Dec.
12, troopers arrested Doug-
las Palmer, 34, of Colebrook
on an active arrest warrant
relating to an incident that
occurred on March 7 on
Twin Lakes Road in Salis-
bury. He was arrested on
two counts: “offer to make
or make any home im-
provement without having
a current certificate of reg-
istration,” and “failure to
refund the amount paid for
a home improvement with-
in 10 days of a written re-
quest” Palmer was released
ona $1,500 non-surety bond
and is scheduled to appear at
Torrington Superior Court
on Dec. 19.

Disturbance yields arrest

On Dec. 13, troopers were
dispatched to Locust Avenue
in Salisbury on the report of
an active disturbance. While
investigating, troopers dis-
covered that Tina Humes,
48, of Salisbury had an active
warrant out for her arrest for
violating probation. Humes
was held on a $15,000 cash
bond and was transported to
Torrington Superior Court
for her arraignment on Dec.
15.

Collision with parked
vehicle

On the afternoon of Dec.
14, Jeremy Glass, 32, of Suff-
ield, Connecticut was parked
on the eastbound shoulder of
Cornwall Bridge Road near
the intersection with Herrick
Road. Michael Fass, 44, of
New York City, was travel-
ing east on Cornwall Bridge
Road and collided with the
rear of delivery Ford Transit
T-350 that Glass drove in his
leased Hyundai Ioniq 5. All
parties were evaluated by
Sharon EMS but were found
to have no apparent injury.
Fass was issued an infraction

for distracted driving other
than the use of a mobile
phone.

Snowy slide-out

Early in the morning on
Dec. 14, Nelfy Veizaga Mon-
tano was traveling west on
Johnson Road in Falls Vil-
lage on snowy roads when
she slid off the roadway
while negotiating a downhill
curve. She was uninjured in
the incident, but her Honda
CRV was disabled. She was
ultimately issued a written
warning for traveling too fast
for conditions.

Downtown Lakeville
accident

On the afternoon of Dec.
14, Alison Holmes, 25, of
Lakeville was driving east
on Main Street in Lakeville
near the intersection with
Bostwick Street when she
veered off the road, striking
a Department of Transpor-
tation-owned bridge. The
Subaru Outback she was
driving was disabled in the
accident, but Holmes report-
ed no injuries. She was issued
an infraction for failure to
maintain lane.

Car vs. utility pole

Early in the morning
on Dec. 15, Enrique Hairol
Ramirez Pula, 48, of West
Springfield, Massachusetts
was driving south on Route
7 near the intersection with
Undermountain Road in
Falls Village. While attempt-
ing to navigate a downhill
curve, he drifted across the
center line and attempted
to recover, subsequently
overcorrecting and veering
oft the roadway, ultimately
striking a utility pole. The
vehicle was disabled but he
was uninjured in the acci-
dent, for which he was issued
a written warning for failure
to maintain lane.

The Lakeville Journal will
publish the outcome of police
charges. Send mail to P.O. Box
1688, Lakeville, CT 06039,
Attn: Police Blotter, or email
editor@lakevillejournal.com

Hospice volunteers needed

Visiting Nurse & Hospice
of Litchfield County is seek-
ing volunteers to support
its growing Hospice Pro-
gram. Volunteers provide
care to patients in various
towns throughout Litchfield
County and the Farmington
Valley.

Responsibilities include:
being there to hold a hand,
and listen; taking a patient
to their favorite place or
park; reading to a patient, or
helping them write a letter;

assisting with errands, such
as walking a dog, or grocery
shopping; and providing re-
spite for family.

Training is provided and
can be customized to fit in-
dividual schedules. Volun-
teers can select the specific
towns in which they would
like to serve. Those interest-
ed in working directly with
hospice patients and their
families, please contact Kar-
en Giarnese at 860-379-8561
or kgiarnese@vnhlc.org.
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Please visit lakevillejournal.com/donate
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Community radiates warmth
through cold winter months

By Jennifer Almquist

Throughout Litchfield
County, compassion takes
shape in service and gener-
osity. This holiday season,
a chorus of voices from the
Northwest Corner were
asked to define what com-
munity means to them.

Norfolk Fire Chief Brian
Hutchins said, “Community
is the comfort and security
you feel being connected
to something bigger than
yourself. It doesn’t have to
be geographic, and it can be
whatever fills a person with
joy and purpose”

For many, community
begins with meeting people’s
basic needs.

Friendly Hands Food
Bank in Torrington respond-
ed, “Community is where
change begins. We must
ensure everyone has access
to the resources for healthy
lives” On Dec. 22, Friendly
Hands offered a free Christ-
mas food party for all area
veterans.

The Corner Food Pantry
in Lakeville reported serving
235 families/1,107 individ-
uals at Thanksgiving, a 20%
increase over last year. The
Norfolk Food Pantry made
holiday baskets for 66 fam-
ilies, including 176 loaves
of cranberry orange bread
baked by the Ministry of
Bread.

Erick Olsen, pastor of

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

From left, Dan Santorso, executive assistant from
FISH in Torrington, Willem Donahue, director of
operations Torrington YMCA, and Julie Scharnberg,
VP of Community Engagement Northwest CT Com-

munity Foundation.

Church of Christ in Norfolk
for 22 years, said, “The ter-
mination of SNAP, Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance
Program, benefits is driving
a spike in food pantry us-
age. I hear regularly from
folks working full-time yet
are forced to choose be-
tween paying rent and buy-
ing nutritious food. No one
should face such choices.
Our church offers help with
rent, heating oil, auto repairs,
medicine and care”

Housing insecurity is an-
other pressure point where
community matters.

The folks at the Win-
chester Emergency Homeless
Shelter at the Y in Winsted,
which has 16 beds, added,
“As the weather turns cold,
many of our neighbors rely

on us for warmth, safety, and
support”

Friends In Service to Hu-
manity, FISH, in Torrington
provides 35 shelter beds,
including five beds reserved
for homeless veterans. Di-
rector Deirdre Houlihan Di
Cara said, “We now provide
meals to 2,652 individuals,
938 families. We distribut-
ed enough food for 182,859
meals, an increase of 952
people from last year”

Julie Scharnberg, VP of
Community Engagement,
Northwest CT Community
Foundation, wrote, “To me
community means being to-
gether in a way that generates
a positive benefit; something
rooted in kindness and care,
that works to overcome
barriers, celebrates joy and

success, providing comfort
at times of loss or grief” Her
work with homelessness, af-
fordable housing, addiction,
women’s issues and early
childhood care “is how we
help NW CT move forward
for the next generations that
will call this beautiful region
home.”

Marinell Madden-Crip-
pen runs the Icebox Café in
Norfolk with her husband
Peter. She put it simply,
“Community to me is saying
hello to your neighbor and
asking how their week was
and caring and remember-
ing their name. We support
our community by being a
neutral space and remem-
bering who people are and
what they are up to and car-
ing. Genuinely”

Jenny Langendoerfer,
executive director of Little
Guild in West Cornwall ex-
plained the animal shelter’s
mission, “Beyond caring for
the animals within our shel-
ter, we serve as a vital com-
munity resource. Financial
hardship can separate fami-
lies from their beloved pets.
We created an on-site Pet
Pantry providing free pet
food and supplies. We hold
no-cost wellness clinics for
dogs and cats”

Community is enhanced
by art and music, poetry and
literature, public libraries and
schools, children and fami-
lies, both young and old.
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Chore Service lends helping hand
to Northwest Corner residents

By Matthew Kreta

SHARON — The Hotch-
kiss Library of Sharon host-
ed a presentation on Sunday,
Dec. 14, highlighting Chore
Service, a local assistance
program that provides es-
sential non-medical support
to older adults who wish to
remain independent in their
homes.

The presentation was the
first in a four-part series at
the library titled Women &
Aging. Chore Service was
represented by Executive
Director Jane MacLaren and
Program Coordinator Kris-
ten Orr.

Chore Service was found-
ed in 1992 by Ella Clark, a
Sharon social worker, and
served 22 families for a to-
tal of 1,396 service hours in
its first year. Today, Chore
Service employs about 50
workers who provide a total
of over 8,700 service hours to
more than 250 clients across
13 towns in northwest Con-

PHOTO BY MATTHEW KRETA

Program Coordinator Kristen Orr explains how Chore Service helps Litchfield
County residents with household tasks.

necticut.

While Chore Service is
funded by grants, fundrais-
ers and donations, it also
operates on a sliding scale
payment based on household
income. The scale helps off-
set costs for low-income or
tightly budgeted households,
and no client is turned away

due to inability to pay.

Chore Service is not
reserved for low-income
households alone. “We can
help everyone,” MacLaren
said.

Chore Service offers a
wide range of services but
does not provide medical
care. Caregivers assist with

Ski jumpers share with SCS
what it’s like to soar

By Riley Klein

SALISBURY — Repre-
sentatives of Salisbury Win-
ter Sports Association gave
a presentation at Salisbury
Central School Wednesday,
Dec. 17.

Former U.S. Olympic
coach Larry Stone explained
the fundamentals of the
unique sport of ski jump-
ing and its long history in
Salisbury, where he learned
to jump.

“When I was growing up
here there were actually eight
ski jumps just in this town in
addition to the three down at
Satre Hill,” he said.

He noted that this win-
ter will be the 100th year of
Jumpfest at Satre Hill, named
for the Satre brothers who
moved from Norway in the
1920s. “They brought their
sport with them and the first
ski jump was actually when
one of the Satres skied off
of a barn roof in the center
of Salisbury to show people
how to do it”

Mentioning the upcom-
ing Winter Olympics in Cor-
tina/Milan, Italy, Stone spoke
of legendary Salisbury ski
jumper Roy Sherwood who
competed at Cortina in the
1956 Olympics.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Former U.S. Olympic ski jumping coach Larry Stone,
of Salisbury, addresses the assembly on Dec. 17.

Students at SCS saw vid-
eos of ski jumpers training
and competing. Stone invited
up students who had jumped
at Satre Hill and 14 stepped
forward.

One student was Aerin
Sheil, who was asked what
it feels like to jump: “It kind
of feels like you're flying. It’s
a really good feeling”

Gus Tripler, another stu-
dent, said, “It’s like you’re
suspended in the air and can
see everything” He said his

record distance of 18 meters
was set in Vermont.

The student remarks gave
way to closing comments that
emphasized the school’s part-
nership with the Salisbury
Winter Sports Association.

“Our partnership with
SWSA is one of the most in-
credible things about Salis-
bury Central School,” Assis-
tant Principal John Conklin
said. He encouraged the
students to attend Jumpfest
Feb. 6 to 8.

School lunch prices set to rise
at certain Region One schools

By Christian Murray

FALLS VILLAGE —
School lunch prices will in-
crease at select schools in the
Region One School District
beginning Jan. 5, 2026, fol-
lowing a deficit in the dis-
trict’s food service account
and rising food costs tied to
federal meal compliance re-
quirements.

District officials an-
nounced the changes in
a letter to families dated
Monday, Dec. 15, signed
by Superintendent Melony
Brady-Shanley and Business
Manager Samuel J. Herrick

Under the new pricing,
lunches at Lee H. Kellogg
School and Cornwall Con-
solidated School will increase
by 25 cents to $3.75, while
lunches at Housatonic Val-
ley Regional High School will
rise by 50 cents to $4.00.

According to the district,

the food service program
depends on revenue from
lunch sales as well as federal
reimbursement. Increased
food costs and compliance
requirements contributed
to the shortfall during the
2024-2025 fiscal year.
School lunch prices at
these three schools have re-
mained unchanged since the
2019-2020 school year, prior
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the years that followed, the
district used COVID-19 re-
lief funds to allow students

to receive lunches at no cost.

The lunch price increase
applies only to these three
District No. 1 schools, as
Housatonic Valley Region-
al High School oversees the
food service programs at Lee
H. Kellogg School and Corn-
wall Consolidated School.
Other schools in the district
operate independent food
service programs and are not
impacted.

Families who may quali-
ty for free or reduced-price
lunch can apply online.

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS

Join your neighbors in supporting
The Lakeville Journal, our trusted source
of local news and information.

Please make a donation of any size now at
lakevillejournal.com/donate

everyday household tasks
such as laundry, house-
cleaning, meal preparation
and yard work, as well as less
tangible but equally import-
ant needs, including com-
panionship.

Assignments may be one-
time visits or ongoing com-
mitments, with no minimum
number of hours required.
The organization operates
under a “no job too small”
philosophy.

According to a recent cli-
ent survey conducted by the
organization, 90% of clients
reported an improved quali-
ty of life. Orr elaborated that
the organization attempts to
pair its employees and clients
together not only based on
what tasks are needed in a
given household, but also
personality.

Chore Service employ-
ees are background checked
and vetted, and clients can
request a change in caregiver
for any reason as needed.

To learn more about
Chore Service visit www.
choreservice.org.

The next talk hosted at
Hotchkiss Library in the
Women & Aging series will
be “The Power of Writing”
with Sharon Charde, on Sun-
day Jan. 18, 2026.

Finding Fritz
SalisburyRecreation’s “Where
is Fritz Contest” was won by
Jacqueline Rice, left. This
was the second year of the
town-wideeventthatinvolved
searching Salisburybusiness-
es to find Fritz the elf. Partic-
ipants followed daily clues
sent out on Instagram and
submitted a photo when they
found Fritz. Each submission
wasan entry into the raffle for
the holiday gift basket that
was ultimately won by Rice.
This year’s gift basket had
games, holiday treats and gift
cards. Recreation Director
Lisa McAuliffe, right, gave a
special thanks to thefollowing
local businesses for providing
the gift cards: Deano’s Pizza,
Grassland, On the Run Cof-
fee Shop and Sweet Williams

Coffee Shop & Bakery.

Commission plans
affordable-rental
conversion of
rundown building

By Alec Linden

LAKEVILLE — The
Salisbury Affordable Hous-
ing Commission approved a
funding request at its Dec. 18
meeting to renovate a recent-
ly purchased 19th-century
building on Bostwick Street,
despite concerns from sever-
al members that the structure
may be too dilapidated to re-
pair cost-effectively.

The application from the
Salisbury Housing Commit-
tee, the town organization
responsible for affordable
rental properties, requested
$200,000 to assist in the re-
pair of the 3-unit property
it recently purchased at 37
Bostwick St.

The funds, if approved by
the Board of Selectmen, will
match $200,000 already se-
cured by the SHC to a work-
ing funding pool of $400,000
for the project.

According to Litchfield
County Center for Housing
Opportunity Director Joce-
lyn Ayer, who assisted SHC
President Peter Halle in pre-
senting the plans, the histor-
ic structure has seen better
days: “It was built in 1850,
and it looks like it

The building contains
three units in varying states
of disrepair, one of which is
currently occupied. Another
unit, long vacant and most
recently inhabited by rac-
coons, Ayer said, will require
extensive renovation to be
brought back to a habitable
condition.

Still, those familiar with
the building said the work
will be worth the expense
and that the structure is sal-
vageable. “It’s not rotten to
the core,” said Halle, while
SAHC commissioner Pat
Hackett, who is an engineer

with extensive knowledge of
building projects in town,
said that he thinks the struc-
ture is sound.

Commissioners Mary
Oppenheimer and Vivian
Garfein both questioned
whether it’s worth renovat-
ing. Both were concerned
about unforeseen costs that
might arise on top of the
immediately apparent issues,
which already pose a signifi-
cant expense.

Ayer said $400,000 would
not cover the entire price
tag of the renovation, but it
would enable the essential
work to get done while the
Committee seeks the addi-
tional funding to complete
the renovations.

Halle said that if that sum
was secured, “there is a path”
to financing the entire proj-
ect, which would put resi-
dents in the units far more
quickly than building a new
development from scratch.

Commissioner Abeth
Slotnick, who's an architect,
noted the townspeople had
expressed interest in up-
grading existing structures
to be used as affordable rental
options, and that this situa-
tion was a “good example of
where that can work.”

Lee Sullivan, another
commissioner, agreed that
neighbors will appreciate
the upkeep of an old house:
“Keeping an historic 1850
building that is part of the
existing neighborhood is
really important to people.”

The SAHC ultimately vot-
ed to move forward with a
request for funding.

Slotnick said a contrac-
tor is ready to begin the top
priority fixes as soon as the
funding is guaranteed, which
still has to be formally passed
by the selectmen.
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Citizen scientists look skyward for Audubon’s
126th annual Christmas Bird Count

By Alec Linden

SHARON — Birdwatch-
ing and holiday cheer went
hand in hand during the
Trixie Strauss Christmas Bird
Count on Sunday, Dec. 14, as
hobbyists and professionals
alike braved the chill to turn
their sights skyward and join
the world’s longest-running
citizen science effort.

The Christmas Bird Count
is a national initiative from
the Audubon Society, a glob-
ally-renowned bird protec-
tion nonprofit, that sees tens
of thousands of volunteers
across the country joining
up with their local Audubon
chapters every December and
January to count birds.

This wintry avian census,
which is now in its 126th year,
is very effective at amassing
bird quantity and species
diversity data, especially in
colder climates where sea-
sonal populations of birds
are highly variable.

These datasets, Audu-
bon has upheld, provide vi-
tal snapshots of population
health and trends, which

then informs conservation
strategy.

Sharon Audubon helped
to host the Trixie Strauss
count, the formal name of
the regional count that cov-
ers an area centering on The
Hotchkiss School, with staft
members aiding 24 volunteers
spread out over eight teams
that each surveyed a unique
15 mile loop.

According to the total tally,
the volunteers had identified
over 11,400 birds spanning
66 species, just one less than

Children’s theater enrollment
begins in Falls Village

FALLS VILLAGE — The
Falls Village Children’s The-
ater spring 2026 production
is “Mary Poppins Jr”

Registration opens Satur-
day, Dec. 20 at 10 a.m. for Lee
H. Kellogg students only and
general registration starts
Monday Dec. 22 at 10 a.m.

The FVCT welcomes chil-
dren in grades 1-8. Children
can participate in two ways,
acting (30 maximum) or tech
squad (10 maximum).

The Tech Squad will be in
charge of building the sets,
running lights, and other
production tasks needed. It’s
an opportunity for kids who
want to be a part of the show

while being off-stage.

Auditions for actors start
Jan. 10, 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Actors meet on Fridays
3:45 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and
Saturdays 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Tech Squad meets Sun-
days 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. start-
ing Feb. 8.

Both actors and Tech
Squad need to attend every
day of Tech Week, which is
the week leading up to the
performance.

The performances are
Friday March 27, at 6 p.m.,
Saturday March 28, at 2 p.m.
and 5 p.m.

For more details see www.
thecenteronmain.org.

PHOTO BY CHERI JOHNSON/SHARON AUDUBON CENTER
Volunteers scan snowy treetops during the Trixie Strauss Christmas Bird Count
in Sharon. Teams identified more than 11,400 birds across 66 species.

last year’s total of 67 species.

While the number is simi-
lar, Bethany Sheffer, volunteer
coordinator and naturalist at
Sharon Audubon, said the
species that are present are
subject to change based on a
number of factors.

The early freeze of lakes
and ponds in the Northwest
Corner meant that there were
fewer species that prefer open

water tallied this December,
Sheffer explained. Belted
kingfishers, for example,
were entirely absent from
the count.

The data also found no
northern mockingbirds or
gray catbirds. Several groups
noticed an abundance of the
dark-eyed junco, though
Sheffer noted that the reasons
for these changes from previ-

ous years are as of yet unclear.

However murky the caus-
es, Shefter said the accumu-
lation of such data lays the
groundwork for identifying
important species trends.
Citizen science observations
have shown, for example,
that the range of the north-
ern cardinal is expanding
and that Cooper’s hawks are
increasingly overwintering
in New England forests to
prey on songbirds drawn to
feeders when snow covers the
ground.

Sheffer noted, though, that
its not all about the data. “The
history of the Christmas Bird
Count is really moving,” she
said, explaining that its ori-
gins lie in a Victorian tradi-
tion of a Christmas “hunt,”
where groups would scour
the hillsides and treetops to
kill, not count.

Since ornithologist Frank
M. Chapman declared the
first count in 1900 as a direct
opposition to the hunt, the

tradition has stuck.

Sheffer said it’s a valuable
example of how humans’ rela-
tionship to the natural world
can be reframed.

“It's important for us now
more than ever to be serving
birds” as stewards, she said,
noting that many species face
threats due to climate change
and habitat degradation and
loss.

And another plus, Sheffer
said, is the spirit of commu-
nity, bringing people of all
experience levels with birds
together for what she de-
scribed as a truly joyous day:
“It's become an event that
brings people together in a
really moving way.”

The Trixie Strauss count is
just one of 20 in Connecticut.
Several, including one just
over the border in Pawling,
New York, have yet to occur.

For a list of each upcom-
ing count, and who to contact
with inquiries, visit ctbirding.
org/cbc-2025-2026/.

Cornwall receives three bids for new fire trucks

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — Three
manufacturers entered
proposals to build new fire
trucks for the Cornwall Vol-
unteer Fire Department, and
all of them are within the
town’s budget.

In an effort to replace two
outdated trucks, CVFD cre-
ated specification sheets for
a custom mini pumper and
rescue pumper.

Immediately following
the Wednesday, Dec. 17, 11
a.m. deadline to bid, First
Selectman Gordon Ridgway
opened the packages at Town
Hall. He read the quotes pro-
vided by each bidder aloud
to a crowd of 14 attendees
that included CVFD mem-
bers, the other two selectmen
and representatives from two
of the manufacturers.

Greenwoods Emergency
Vehicles, based in North At-
tleboro, Massachusetts, came
in at $438,957 for the mini
pumper and $861,451 for the
rescue pumper. A $50,000
discount would be applied
if the town bought both ve-
hicles through Greenwoods,
and an additional $50,000
could be taken off for a pre-
paid purchase. The estimated
delivery was 15 months.

New England Fire Equip-
ment & Apparatus, based in
North Haven, Connecti-
cut, came in at $426,568
for the mini pumper and
$828,268.33 for the rescue
pumper. There was no esti-
mated delivery date.

Bulldog Fire Apparatus,
of Woodyville, Massachusetts,
came in at $448,223 for the
mini pumper and $1,099,291
for the rescue pumper. The

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

First Selectman Gordon Ridgway opens the bid pack-
ages for new fire trucks Wednesday, Dec. 17.

estimated delivery for the
rescue pumper was 28 to 32
months. The mini pumper
delivery date was not dis-
closed.

The town has two months
to review the details of each
proposal and come to a deci-
sion. “Seems pretty competi-
tive,” said Ridgway.

CVFD President Dick

Sears was enthused by the
outcome. He confirmed all
three bids were within the
expenditure limit, which in-
cludes CVFD reserves, town
truck funds and donations
to the fundraising campaign
that was on track to reach
its goal of raising $600,000
by the end of the year. Visit
cornwallfire.org to donate.

LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given
that a caucus of all enrolled
Republican electors
of the Town of Sharon,
Connecticut, willbeheld on
Thursday, January 8th, at the
Hotchkiss Library, 10 Upper
Main Street, in the Hayes
Meeting Room, at 6:00
pm to endorse candidates
for the Republican Town

Committee.
12-25-25

Legal Notice

The Planning & Zoning
Commission of the Town
of Salisbury will hold a
Public Hearing on Special
Permit Application #2025-
0306 by owner Dana Rohn
for a detached accessory
apartment on a single
family residential lot at 100
Interlaken Road, Lakeville,
Map 39, Lot 16 per Section
208 of the Salisbury Zoning
Regulations. The hearing
will be held on Tuesday,
January 6, 2026 at 5:45
PM. There is no physical
location for this meeting.
This meeting will be held
virtually via Zoom where
interested persons canlisten
to & speak on the matter.
Theapplication, agendaand
meeting instructions willbe
listed at www.salisburyct.us/
agendas/. The application
materials will be listed
at www.salisburyct.us/
planning-zoning-meeting-
documents/. Written
commentsmay besubmitted
to the Land Use Office,
Salisbury Town Hall, 27
Main Street, P.O. Box 548,

Salisbury, CT or via email
to landuse@salisburyct.us.
Paper copies of the agenda,
meeting instructions, and
application materials maybe
reviewed Monday through
Thursdaybetween the hours
of 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM
at the Land Use Office,
Salisbury Town Hall, 27
Main Street, Salisbury CT.
Salisbury Planning &
Zoning Commission
Robert Riva, Secretary
12-25-25
01-01-26

NOTICE OF
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

To enrolled members
of the Democratic Party
of the Town of: Norfolk,
Connecticut

Pursuant to the Rules of
the Democratic Party and
State election laws, you are
herebynotified thata caucus
will be held on:

January 8, 2026, at 6:30
p.m., at The Norfolk Town
Hall, Maple Avenue, Norfolk,
CT to endorse candidates
for the Democratic Town
Committee and to transact
other business as may be
proper to come before
said caucus. Dated at
Norfolk, Connecticut, on
the December 25, 2025.

Democratic Town
Committee of Norfolk, CT
June Peterson

Walter Godlewski
Co-Chairpersons
12-25-25

NOTICE OF
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS
To enrolled members

of the Democratic Party
of Salisbury, Connecticut,
Pursuant to the Rules of the
Democratic Party & State
electionlaws, youare hereby
notified thata Caucuswillbe
held on January 13, 2026 at
7:00 p.m., at the Salisbury
Town Hall, 27 Main St.,
Salisbury, Connecticut,
to elect members of the
Salisbury Democratic
Town Committee and
other business as may be
proper to come before said
Caucus. Dated at Salisbury,
Connecticut January 1,
2026.
Salisbury Democratic
Town Committee
Albert Ginouves,
Chairperson
12-25-25

NOTICETO
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
ALLEN I. YOUNG
Late of Sharon
(25-00485)

The Hon. Jordan M.
Richards, Judge of the
Court of Probate, District
of Litchfield Hills Probate
Court, by decree dated
December 9, 2025, ordered
that all claims must be
presented to the fiduciary at
the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such
claim may result in the loss
of rights to recover on such
claim.

The fiduciaries are:

Nathanial Young

c/o Michael Downes
Lynch

Law Office of Michael
D. Lynch, 106 Upper Main

Street, P.O. Box 1776,
Sharon, CT 06069
Ridgley Straka
c/o Michael Downes
Lynch
Law Office of Michael
D. Lynch, 106 Upper Main
Street, P.O. Box 1776,
Sharon, CT 06069
Lindley K. Young
c/o Michael Downes
Lynch
Law Office of Michael
D. Lynch, 106 Upper Main
Street, P.O. Box 1776,
Sharon, CT 06069
Megan M. Foley
Clerk
12-25-25

NOTICETO
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
CONSTANCE COHRT
Late of Sharon
(25-00492)

The Hon. Jordan M.
Richards, Judge of the
Court of Probate, District
of Litchfield Hills Probate
Court, by decree dated
December 9, 2025, ordered
that all claims must be
presented to the fiduciary at
the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such
claim may result in the loss
of rights to recover on such
claim.

The fiduciary is:

Amy Rechman

c/o Michael Downes
Lynch

Law Office of Michael
D. Lynch, 106 Upper Main
Street,

P.O. Box 1776, Sharon,
CT 06069

Megan M. Foley

Clerk
12-25-25

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
BONNIE H. SHELDON
Late of East Canaan
AKA Bonnie Lynn
Sheldon
(25-00494)

The Hon. Jordan M.
Richards, Judge of the
Court of Probate, District
of Litchfield Hills Probate
Court, by decree dated
December 9, 2025, ordered
that all claims must be
presented to the fiduciary at
the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such
claim may result in the loss
of rights to recover on such
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Barry Hunter
c/o Linda M Patz
Drury, Patz & Citrin, LLP
7 Church Street, P.O.
Box 101
Canaan, CT 06018
Megan M. Foley
Clerk
12-25-25

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
GEORGETTES.
INGELLIS
Late of Sharon
(25-00441)

The Hon. Jordan M.
Richards, Judge of the
Court of Probate, District
of Litchfield Hills Probate
Court, by decree dated
December 9, 2025, ordered
that all claims must be

presented to the fiduciary at
theaddress below. Failure to
promptly present any such
claim may result in the loss
of rights to recover on such
claim.
The fiduciary is:
John P. Ingellis
c/o Mark Ziogas
Mark Ziogas Attorney
at Law
88 Valley Street, P.O. Box
1197
Bristol, CT 06011
Megan M. Foley
Clerk
12-25-25

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF JOHN
WILLIAM RESTALL
Late of Virginia
AKA John W. Restall
(25-00391)

The Hon. Jordan M.
Richards, Judge of the
Court of Probate, District
of Litchfield Hills Probate
Court, by decree dated
December 11,2025, ordered
that all claims must be
presented to the fiduciary at
theaddressbelow. Failure to
promptly present any such
claim may result in the loss
of rights to recover on such
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Karl D. Restall

c/o Henry James
Stedronsky
Stedronsky & Meter, LLC

62 West Street, P.O. Box
1529
Litchfield, CT 06759
Megan M. Foley
Clerk
12-25-25
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Kevin John Huber

SALISBURY — Kevin
John Huber, 50, of Salis-
bury, passed away

ried prep-school tradition.
Under his leadership, the
Crimson Knights

peacefully in his
sleep on Dec. 9,
2025. He was the
beloved husband
of Celina (Gon-
zalez) Huber and
a devoted father
to Timothy and
Sara Huber. Kevin
was born on Oct.

captured Western
New England Prep
Baseball League
Championships in
2018, 2022, 2023,
and 2024, compil-
ing an outstanding
record of 113-33
over eight seasons.

2, 1975, the son
of Kevin George Huber and
Peggy (Wernig) Kern.

He grew up in Blue Point,
New York, where his love of
sports started as soon as he
could walk. He was a gradu-
ate of St. John the Baptist Di-
ocesan High School in West
Islip, New York. He attended
the University of Bridgeport,
where he was a four-year
starter on the baseball team
and forged friendships that
would shape his future in the
game. Following graduation,
Kevin played professionally
with the Zurich Lions of the
Swiss Professional Baseball
League before beginning a
distinguished coaching ca-
reer.

Kevin’s professional life
was defined by his commit-
ment to education, mentor-
ship, and athletics. In 2001,
Kevin founded the Con-
necticut Blue Jays, one of the
state’s original AAU Baseball
programs. For more than
two decades, Kevin, with his
business partner and close
friend Patrick Hall, operat-
ed a highly successful base-
ball program that impacted
hundreds of young athletes,
including several who went
on to play in Major League
Baseball organizations.

Kevins coaching career
spanned multiple levels,
including positions as an
Assistant Baseball Coach at
the University of New Hav-
en and Fairfield University.
He ended his time in college
coaching at Yale University,
where he spent seven years
on staff. Upon the birth of his
children, he served for eight
years as a Physical Education
teacher at St. Theresa School
in Trumbull, Connecticut,
and at Our Lady of Fatima
School in Wilton, Connecti-
cut, where he inspired young
students with his energy, hu-
mor, and emphasis on team-
work and personal growth.

In 2016, Kevin was named
Head Baseball Coach at
Salisbury School, where he
proudly carried on a sto-

From 2023-2025,
he spent the sum-
mers as Head Coach of the
South Shore Clippers in the
Hamptons Collegiate Base-
ball League, further demon-
strating his dedication to
developing players and fos-
tering a love of the game at
the collegiate level.

In addition to baseball,
Kevin was a dedicated mem-
ber of Salisbury School’s Ath-
letic Department, serving as
Assistant Athletic Director,
Assistant Basketball Coach
and Head Cross Country
Coach. His influence extend-
ed well beyond the diamond,
as he was known for demand-
ing excellence, fostering dis-
cipline, and building charac-
ter in student-athletes across
multiple sports. Kevin will
be remembered for his ex-
ceptional baseball mind, his
passion for mentoring young
people, his humor, and the
genuine relationships he built
with players, colleagues, and
friends throughout the New
England athletic community.

Survivors, in addition to
his wife and parents, include
his son, Timothy Huber,
and his daughter, Sara Hu-
ber of Salisbury; his brother,
Brian Huber and his wife,
Stacy, of Monroe; his sis-
ter, Nancy Tommasino and
her husband, Matt, of Bay-
port, New York; nieces and
nephews, Derek and Evan
Huber and Grace and Lucas
Tommasino; as well as many
other family members, close
friends, former players, and
fellow coaches whose lives he
profoundly touched.

A Celebration of Life me-
morial gathering will be held
on Jan. 11, 2026, from 12:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Flood
Athletic Center at Salisbury
School, 251 Canaan Road,
Salisbury, Connecticut.

In lieu of flowers, please
make a donation to the
American Heart Association
heart.org/donate in Kevin’s
name (heart.org/donate).

To offer an online condo-
lence, please visit ryanthct.
com

Send obituaries
to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com

Robert Allen Weber

SALISBURY — Bob
Weber, age 84, passed away
suddenly and un-

live in Salisbury some day...”
Bob had a wide range of
interests: landscap-

expectedly on Dec.
14, 2025, in his fa-
vorite chair in the
home he built and
loved in Salisbury.
He was married to
Jeanette Weber for
57 years.

Robert Allen
Weber was born

ing and gardening,
sports, cooking
and grilling, U.S.
history, music, din-
ner parties, travel,
cars, NY Times,
good wines, long
walks with his
dog - and most of

March 1, 1941, in

New York City, the son of
the late Harold and Theresa
Zeitler Weber.

Bob graduated from De-
Witt Clinton High School
and City College where he
majored in Industrial Engi-
neering.

An outstanding athlete, he
played lacrosse and ran track,
primarily on a record-setting
mile relay team. For many
years, going on long runs
after work was his stress-re-
ducer.

Bob served in the U.S.
Marine Corps and attended
the Harvard Business School
Management Program. He
was employed by Bulova
Watch Company for 43 years
as an Industrial Engineer
and rose to Vice President.
Since his retirement in 2007,
he served as a consultant to
Bulova on environmental
sites until his death.

Bob and Jeanette were
married on May 4, 1968.
Their son, Eric, was born
in 1970 and twin daugh-
ters, Laura and Christine,
followed in 1972. Having
three babies in two years
was indeed a “fun but chal-
lenging experience” for
two parents who were only
children. Bob and Jeanette
moved from New York City
to Glen Rock, New Jersey in
1970 where they raised their
family, made many friends,
and became involved in the
community.

After searching for a
weekend home for several
years, Jeanette urged Bob to
follow his dream of designing
and building a house. His
specifications were: a gravel
road, an open meadow set-
ting, and a western view of
the mountains. And they
found such a site north of
Salisbury. The house was
completed in 1998, and they
were weekenders until be-
coming full-time residents in
2014. Why Salisbury? When
the children were young, the
family often traveled from
New Jersey to Vermont, driv-
ing through Salisbury and
stopping at the White Hart
Inn where Elyse Harney had
a general store with penny
candy. There the children got
to select candy for the rest
of the drive. Each time, Bob
would say: “I would love to

all, spending time
with his family
and friends. He attended all
the children’s soccer games,
wrestling matches, and oth-
er events. He served on the
Glen Rock Sports Associ-
ation, was treasurer of the
Salisbury Congregational
Church, and grilled hun-
dreds of hot dogs for the
Salisbury Fall Festival for
many years.

He had long-time close
friendships from his single
days in New York City, his
many years at Bulova, and
raising his family in New
Jersey.

He and Jeanette enjoyed
wonderful trips together
throughout the United States,
the Caribbean, Europe, Scan-
dinavia, Asia, Australia, and
New Zealand. Some trips
were by themselves and
others with family or close
friends. Bob was usually
the designated driver and
learned to negotiate round-
abouts, drive on the left, wait
for herds of sheep, end up in
very narrow lanes, discover
too late the sign indicating
“pedestrians only;” and nu-
merous other funny mem-
ories.

Bob was a devoted hus-
band to Jeanette. He was a
beloved father to his chil-
dren. Having lost his own
father at age 7, Bob always
tried to be the father that he
never had. And he so en-
joyed each grandchild as he
or she joined the family.

He is survived by his wife,
Jeanette; son Eric and wife
Kristie of Brooklyn; daughter
Laura and husband Timmy
of El Cerrito, California;
Christine and husband Scott
of Cromwell, Connecticut;
and seven grandchildren
ranging in age from 22 to
1: Madison, Belle, Cooper,
Ryan, Skyler, Theo, and
Ethan. He was Robert, Bob,
Dad, Papa, Weber, or Webs to
those who knew him, loved
him, and will miss him so
very much.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Salisbury
Volunteer Ambulance Ser-
vice, PO Box 582, Salisbury,
CT 06068.

A celebration of Bobss life
will be held in Salisbury in
Spring 2026.

The Kenny Funeral Home
has care of arrangements.

REGIONAL

Goshen real estate sales in November

By Christine Bates

GOSHEN — The sale
of buildable lots in Goshen
continues to be a significant
part of the town’s overall real
estate activity, accounting for
three of the nine transfers in
November.

Despite only one prop-
erty selling for more than
$500,000, 12-month medi-
an single family residential
prices have stayed above
$600,000 since July of 2024,
reaching $642,400 in No-
vember.

In mid-December there
were 12 homes listed for
sale, with three that are not
yet built, and eight parcels
of land.

Transactions

Ashley Drive, Woodridge
Lake Lot 272 — 0.88 acres
sold by Jay P Davis and Janice
L. Kish to Mark J. Appelbaum
for $185,000.

11 Belshyre Court — 3
bedroom/1.5 bath home
built in Woodridge Lake
sold by Mary Rickevicius to
Vernon and Kristin Leblanc
for $250,000.

East Street North — 5.07
acres sold by Saba J. Dwyer to
James Elliott Brown and Ka-
mile L. Brown for $250,000.

101 North Street — 3
bedroom/1.5 bath home
built in 1963 sold by Lind-
sey K. McCarthy and Donald
K. Pardon to Nicholas and
Bronwyn McCarthy Sears for

$380,000.

183 Torrington Road — 3
bedroom/2.5 bath home on
3.01 acres sold by Cazador
Trust to Drin Gyuk and Er-
ika Hernandez Lomas for
$700,000.

33B North Street, Orchard
Hill — 1 bedroom/1 bath
condo sold by Neil Reising
to John and Danielle Miller
for $225,000.

Deer Run Lane, Lot 1 —
2.08-acre residential lot sold
by Peter J. Bujnowski to JJ
Rear LLC for $178,500.

823 North Street — 3 bed-
room/3 bath brick ranch on
6.93 acres sold by Arthur C.
Herman to Eric and Mary-
beth Pirro for $430,000.

100 Bartholomew Hill

Road — 3 bedroom/2bath
home on 2 acres sold by
Leah Reid Trustee, William
J. Korner Revocable Trust to
Travis and Jailyn Cunning-
ham for $400,000.

* Town of Goshen real
estate transfers recorded as
sold between Nov. 1, and
Nov. 30, 2025, provided by
Goshen Town Clerk. Trans-
fers without consideration are
not included. Current mar-
ket listings from Smart MLS.
Note that recorded transfers
frequently lag closed sales by
a number of days. Compiled
by Christine Bates, Real Estate
Salesperson with William Pitt
Sotheby’s International Realty,
Licensed in Connecticut and
New York.

John Gregory Stallings

SHARON — John Greg-
ory (Gregg) Stallings, 67,
of Sharon, passed

the Image Bank in Los An-
geles, he rose to the position
of Director of the

away Dec. 2, 2025,
at his home.

John was born
Dec. 25, 1957, in
St. Louis, Missouri,
and was preceded
in death by his fa-
ther Dr. Hugh A.
Stallings, mother,

Americas, Corbis
Corporation in Se-
attle, Washington,
a privately held
company owned by
Bill Gates. He was
named Top Man-
ager for two con-
secutive years. He

Mary John Stall-
ings McCormick
and a brother Jeftrey Stall-
ings.

He attended Reitz Memo-
rial High School in Evans-
ville, Indiana as well as the
University of Miami. He
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Alabama in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama. While at Alabama,
Gregg was both a cheerleader
and President of Sigma Chi.
He attained a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Marketing
and Advertising.

Gregg married John H.
Broomfield in 2006 and they
have maintained a residence
in Sharon for 19 years.

Gregg started his formal
career as a sales manager at
Whittle Communications.
Afterward, he started his own
company, The Design Crew
in Washington, DC.

After a role as a Business
Development Manager at

presently owned
the Found Art Co.
+ Gregory Marks Estate Sales
in Sharon.

Gregg came from a large
family and is survived by
his sisters Amy (Dan Glov-
er), Darcy (Mike Winslow),
Lesly (Pete Wagner), Betsy
McAtee and brother Todd
(Susan), stepfather Russell
McCormick, as well as many
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Gregg was a warm caring,
and generous man with an
extensive and varied circle
of friends. He will be missed
greatly including by his be-
loved Weimaraner, Bill.

Alocal Celebration of Life
in his honor is planned for
late spring.

Contributions in Gregg’s
memory can be made to the
American Diabetes Associa-
tion (ADA).

The Kenny Funeral Home
has care of arrangements.

Worship Services
Weeks of December 28, 2025
& January 4, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal
in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us
860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville
Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at
www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627

The Congregational
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom:
Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

North Canaan

Congregational Church, UCC
Joyfully opening our hearts
and doors to all God's people
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am
www.Facebook.com/
northcanaancongregational
860-824-7232

FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,
A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,
30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm
www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

St. John’s Episcopal Church
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson,
Priest-in-Charge
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship
of NW CT
Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, January 11 at 10:30 a.m.

For information, contact Jo Loi
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Congregation Beth David
A reform Jewish Synagogue
3344 East Main St., Amenia
SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly « Followed by Oneg
(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon
845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United

Methodist Church
319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,
4 North Street, Norfolk
St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church
Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m.,
Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church
Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church
Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary
ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information,
please call 860-824-7078

Falls Village
Congregational Church
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village
10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour
A Friendly Church with
a warm welcome to all!!
860-824-0194

The Sharon United

Methodist Church
112 Upper Main Steet,

North End of Sharon Green
Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care
No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House
Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am)
Mission Opportunities
Warm Fellowship following Worship
860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org
Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the
LGBTQ Community

The Smithfield

Presbyterian Church
656 Smithfield Valley Rd.
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

The Chapel of All Saints,
Cornwall
Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel
Lower River Road, West Cornwall
in person and on zoom

‘Warm fellowship following service

All Are Welcome!
www.allsaintscornwall.org

Rev. Mary Gatesl

All Saints of America
Orthodox Christian Church
313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.
Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online
Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

St. Thomas
Episcopal Church
40 Leedsville Road
Amenia Union, NY
SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links
845-373-9161
www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Sharon Congregational
25 Main Street, Sharon, CT
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Visit our website
sharoncongregationalchurch.org
for Sunday services
Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land

Baptist Church
29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome!
Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am
Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study
and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685
VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Millerton United
Methodist Church
6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546
Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday
of each month at 3:00 P.M.
518-789-3138

Canaan United
Methodist Church
2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service
2nd & 4th Sunday
“Open Hearts — Open Minds — Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!
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EDITORIAL
To our readers

This year showed, once again, how essential The

Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News are to
our communities. Throughout 2025, we heard
from readers who told us our reporting helped them
better understand the issues facing their towns. Local
organizations shared that attendance at their events
increased following coverage in our papers or features
in our newsletter. Advertisers reported an increase in
business after readers saw an ad or a story about them.
Our core mission remains unchanged — to deliver
trusted local news. National policy shifts created
significant uncertainty this year, and we focused on
explaining their local consequences: from immigration
enforcement and school funding to the loss of federal
support for healthcare, the arts, and food access in our
rural communities. But even amid heavier topics, there
was much to celebrate — Sharon Playhouse’s launch of
a program for emerging theater artists; community
fundraisers for Project SAGE, the Hotchkiss Library of
Sharon, and the North East Community Center; and
countless examples of neighbors stepping up to meet
needs.
Transitions
This year was also one of important transitions in
our newsroom. With John Coston’s retirement, we
welcomed Christian Murray as Executive Editor. At
The Millerton News, Nathan Miller became Managing
Editor, and Aly Morrissey joined as a reporter. Along
with a team of correspondents, they are reinvigorating
coverage across eastern Dutchess County. With strong
editorial teams in place across both papers, we are
positioned for an ambitious reporting agenda in 2026.
Education initiatives
We remain committed to building the next
generation of editors, reporters and readers. This year
we launched a journalism curriculum and student
newspaper — HVRHS Today — at Housatonic Valley
Regional High School, giving students professional
guidance and a platform for their voices. Our
competitive summer intern program continued to
draw talented young journalists, and we established
a new partnership with Marist University to broaden
future opportunities. None of this would have been
possible without the support of the Berkshire Taconic
Community Foundation, the 21st Century Fund, the
William and Mary Greve Foundation, along with
generous private donors.
We look forward to the continued growth of our
education program.
Sustainability
Like many community newspapers, we continue
to navigate financial and operational challenges. With
the help of national, local, and regional foundations —
including the Foundation for Community Health, the
MacArthur, Tow, and Barr foundations, and new grants
from the D] McManus and Anne and Rollin Bates
foundations — we've been able to stabilize operations
and invest in our newsroom. Combined with
community support, this funding sustains essential
reporting and helps us build the capacity we need for
the future.
Community Engagement
This spring we held the first Millerton Street Fair,
modeled on our annual Salisbury Street Fair, convening
nonprofits and community groups for a day of
connection and shared purpose. And in November, we
presented the Estabrook Community Leadership Award
to Bunny Williams, recognizing her extraordinary
contributions and bringing together supporters and
neighbors in celebration of community leadership.
Looking ahead to 2026, our focus is on strengthening
our reporting, deepening community engagement, and
building a sustainable local news organization. None
of this work is possible without you — our readers,
subscribers, advertisers, donors and partners.
Thank you for your trust and support. It's a privilege
to serve our communities.
James H. Clark
CEO/Publisher

¢ ¢

Reach out to us

Please don't hesitate to contact me directly with
questions, comments, concerns at 860-435-9873 x401
or jamesc@lakevillejournal.com.

News: Reach Executive Editor Christian Murray at
christianm@lakevillejournal.com, Lakeville Journal
Managing Editor Riley Klein at rileyk@lakevillejournal.
com and Millerton News Managing Editor Nathan
Miller at nathanm@millertonnews.com.

Letters to the Editor may be emailed to publisher@
lakevillejournal.com or submitted via our websites.

Obituaries may be submitted to obituaries@
lakevillejournal.com or via our websites.

Advertising inquiries can be directed to Roxanne
Lee, roxannel@lakevillejournal.com, or Mary Wilbur,
maryw@lakevillejournal.com. And for classified line
ads, Lyndee Stalter at classified@lakevillejournal.com.

Legal Notices can be sent to Michelle Eisenman at
legals@lakevillejournal.com.

Subscription questions including new subscriptions,
renewals and address changes can be sent to
circulation@lakevillejournal.com.

Opinion

The views expressed
here are not necessarily
those of The Lakeville
Journal and the Journal
does not support or
oppose candidates for
public office.

We accept gifts, grants
and sponsorships
from individuals and
organizations for the
general support of our
activities, but our news
judgments are made
independently and not
on the basis of donor
support.

Send to publisher@
lakevillejournal.com
Include name, town
and phone number.
Keep letters to 500
words or less.

The deadline for let-
ters to the editor

is 10 a.m. each Mon-

day. You may email

letters to publisher@

lakevillejournal.com.

TURNING BACK THE PAGES

NORMA BOSWORTH

125 years ago —
December 1900
Chicken thieves have been
at work. They recently visit-
ed Mrs. Pratt’s hennery and
took nearly all of her fowls.
It is supposed to be the same
parties who raided her chicken
house last year. A good dose of
buckshot would be appropriate
medicine for the thief.

The Cutlery Handle Co. is
doing an increasing business.
A larger force is now employed
than for a long time past.

A singular and fortunate
accident occurred on the Har-
lem Monday evening to the
milk train; eight cars loaded
with milk were tumbled into
the stream at Tanner’s Bridge
near Wassaic. Engine passed
over bridge safely and caboose
was not derailed. — No one
was hurt. The wreckage has
made transferring at that
point necessary until Wed.
when trains are again running
through.

On Wednesday afternoon
while Mrs. Mary Knight and
Mrs. Robert Knight were
going down stairs, in some
manner they both fell. Mrs.
Mary Knight was underneath
and suffered a dislocation of
the right shoulder and some
severe bruises about the face.
Mrs. Robert Knight escaped
unhurt except for the shock
of falling. The many friends of
our elderly and much respect-
ed townswomen will be grat-
ified to learn that she is now
as comfortable as possible and
trust that no serious results will

follow the accident.

Beats the Dickens about
that South African war don'tit.

We may not have seen the
wireless telegraphy but we have
frequently seen matchless safes
and horseless chestnuts.

100 years ago —
December 1925
Miss Elizabeth Warner of
Gilbert School, Winsted, is
spending the vacation with
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. C.L.
Warner.

George Belcher Jr. has
entered the employ of the
Oxy-Crystine Corp.

The children of the white
school trimmed Christmas
trees, and gave them to the
older residents of the village.

The young people have
been rehearsing Christmas
carols, which they will sing to
all the sick, shut-ins and old
people on Christmas eve. This
isa custom established several
years ago.

Mr. E.C. Mercer, the prom-
inent lay evangelist, is home
to spend a few days with his
family and to get a short rest,
after a very busy season. He
expects to resume his work
after January 1st. During his
work which has embraced the
entire country, Mr. Mercer has
addressed more than five mil-
lion people.

Mrs. Mary Dunn is at Wm.
Tellerday’s on Brinton Hill.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank you for support of
Noble Horizons Auxiliary

Thank you to all the com-
munity members who sup-
ported the Noble Horizons
Auxiliary Holiday Market
on December 5 and 6, 2025.
The Holiday Market is the
Auxiliary’s major fundrais-
er and the proceeds go di-
rectly to funding programs
and enhancing the lives of
the residents at Noble Hori-
zons. Flowers on the dining
room tables, holiday gifts for
the residents, pet therapy, an
excursion fund and other
worthwhile programs would
not be possible except for the
generosity of our community.

Thank you to those brave
souls who ventured outside
in Friday’s frigid weather. In-
side, the holiday spirit was
warm and festive. Saturday

shopping was brisk and the
community support dis-
played was heartwarming.
Shoppers were treated to
free cider and donuts as well
as door prizes. In addition
to the traditional holiday
market booths, numerous
outside vendors offered an
eclectic mix of gift items,
jewelry, and home décor.
And of course, the appear-
ance of Mrs. Claus and her
story time activities glad-
dened the young at heart.

As chairperson of the
Holiday Market, I am over-
whelmed and a mere thank
you seems inadequate. But
thank you again and have a
blessed New Year!

Marcia Ramunni

Salisbury

John Stanton has taken a
position at the local Western
Union office to study telegra-

phy.

The sharp change in the
weather on Tuesday night
gave things a more wintry and
Christmassy aspect and inci-
dentally made a little bigger
hole in the precious coal pile.
The cold snap also froze over
what is known as the muck
hole and provided skating for
the youngsters.

The Lakeville Journal wish-
es all its readers and friends
a very merry Christmas with
lots of joy, turkey, fixings, ‘n
everything.

50 years ago —
December 1975
Making up for lost time,
Storm Dan insured good ski-
ing and a white Christmas by
clobbering the Tri-State area
with more than 12 inches of
snow over the weekend. Kids,
sportsmen and resort opera-
tors were delighted. More cold
was predicted.

The proposal to open the
Falls Village landfill area to
Salisbury and Sharon died
Friday night. First Selectman
David Domeier said that a
preliminay study undertaken
by Eugene Wright had proved
the idea to be unfeasible. Do-
meier said that Wright's figures
showed that at least 60 per cent
of the MacMillan farm (pur-
chased two years ago by the

town for its own landfill needs)
is classified as wetlands. This
would not leave enough land
to support an additional land-
fill operation on the farm.

A turnaround for large ve-
hicles has been constructed
at the end of Dublin Road, to
facilitate access to that road.
The narrow width of the road
has made it difficult for town
trucks to plow the road, and
school buses have been mak-
ing their last stop about six
tenths of a mile from the dead
end.

25 years ago —
December 2000

SHARON — Area resi-
dents vehemently objected to
a proposed Sprint PCS tele-
communications tower at a
public hearing of the Planning
and Zoning Commission held
Dec. 13 at Town Hall. Zoning
specialist Thomas Flynn, an
employee of the Florida-based
tower building firm SBA, at-
tended the hearing to share
what he considered glad tid-
ings with commissioners and
members of the public. A red
trial balloon was flown by SBA
on the weekend of Nov. 30 at
the proposed site on Route 7
and, said Mr. Flynn, “the good
news is that it was less visible
than even I had anticipated”

These items were taken from
The Lakeville Journal archives
at Salisbury’s Scoville Memori-
al Library, keeping the original
wording intact as possible.
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VIEWPOINT

OUR TOWNS

Markets enter the last leg
of a good year

riday was the end of the
Fﬁnal full week of trad-

ing for the year. The
next two holiday-shortened
weeks will top off a good year
for stocks. Will Santa show up
for the finale?

The much-vaunted Santa
Claus Rally is supposed to
begin this coming week and
carry us through to the New
Year. Does it really matter?
For the most part, if you
had stayed invested through
2025’s ups and downs, you
should be pretty happy now.
Especially so if you had fol-
lowed my advice and bought
some precious metals and
mining stocks.

Of course, I won't turn my
nose up at an extra percent
or two into January if Mr.
Claus does visit. Now that
the president has made the
day before and after Christ-
mas a federal holiday, the
normally skeleton staffs and
anemic volume of this peri-
od will be that much lower.
That means traders can push
stocks up and down to suit
their whims while booking
additional profits from day
trading chasers.

As you know; I did not
join the Wall Street crowd
predicting what the markets
would do this year. It is, in
my opinion, a useless exercise
that strategists rarely, if ever,
get right. The average forecast
was for a 7-10% gain, and we
doubled that.

I will be writing about the
coming year in time, but let’s
stick with what is happen-
ing so far in December for
right now. There has been a
deluge of economic data this
week. It feels like a tsunami
after weeks of a data desert
during the government shut-
down. The non-farm payroll
report for November rose by
64,000 after falling by 105,000
in October. The unemploy-
ment rate ticked up to 4.6%,
the highest level since Sep-
tember 2021.

@ THE

MARKET
BiLL SCHMICK

The payroll report is sig-
naling that the labor market
is weakening. The Fed would
call it “normalizing” Retail
sales were okay if you sub-
tract out autos and gasoline.
Both the services and man-
ufacturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Indexes were still in
the 51.8% and 52.9% ranges,
signaling expansion.

However, it is hard to take
these numbers at face value
because the shutdown had
certainly jiggled the data,
missed some crucial inputs,
and may be subject to parti-
san doctoring. No surprise,
given that the Bureau of La-
bor Statistic’s head was fired
by the president and the BLS
still lacks a suitable replace-
ment. Remember to subtract
60,000 jobs from every job
report; that is the number of
jobs the Fed believes are over-
stated in any given month. So
the real number was a gain of
4,000 jobs.

On Thursday and Friday,
we also received our first in-
flation numbers. The Con-
sumer Price Index for No-
vember rose 2.7%, less than
most expected (present com-
pany excluded). Readers may
recall I have been predicting
weaker inflation numbers
and expect more of the same
when the December CPI is
announced next month.

The president’s mid-week
speech to the nation was
largely ignored by the mar-
kets. Rather than paying
down the deficit with the
tariff money he is collecting
from consumers and corpo-
rations, President Trump is
using some of it to reward
those he needs in the upcom-
ing mid-term elections.

In this era of expanding

state capitalism, the president
followed up last week’s $12
billion bailout fund for farm-
ers with $2.5 billion in “war-
rior dividend” paychecks to
1.45 million military service
members. His list of benefi-
ciaries of tariff money seems
to be getting longer. In addi-
tion to paying off the farmers
and now, the military, he has
proposed redirecting tarift
money to voter dividend
checks, tax cuts, paying down
the national debt, enhanced
childcare benefits, a possible
end to the income tax, and a
victory fund for Ukraine.

I warned investors to ex-
pect volatility in December,
and thus far, I have been cor-
rect. There were exceptions.
While Al and tech were get-
ting slaughtered, cannabis
stocks had some eye-popping
gains. Thanks to another ex-
ecutive order: this time to
ease marijuana classifications.
Back in September 2023, my
column “Rescheduling can-
nabis could boost profits for
U.S. marijuana companies”
discussed how rescheduling
marijuana from a Schedule
1 drug to a Schedule 3 des-
ignation could boost grass
sellers’ bottom line from 20
to 30 percent per annum.

But do not confuse a re-
classification with making
marijuana legal under federal
law. It is also completely dif-
ferent from the SAFE Bank-
ing Act, which would allow
banks to provide financial
services to the industry.

During the Biden presi-
dency, the on-again, off-again
prospects of rescheduling left
industry stocks for dead, with
short sellers having estab-
lished huge positions.

Bill Schmick is a founding
partner of Onota Partners,
Inc., in the Berkshires. Bill’s
forecasts and opinions are
purely his own and do not
necessarily represent the views
of Onota Partners, Inc. (OPI).

Nonprofits receive boost through
NCCF's year-end grants

TORRINGTON — The Northwest CT Community Foundation has awarded
$116,000 in Year-End Critical Needs Grants to nonprofit organizations serving resi-
dents across the Northwest Corner.

Grants will help ensure more individuals and families have access to food, warm
clothing, emergency assistance, and shelter throughout the winter. The following
organizations and programs received support:

Canaan Child Care Center

Caring For Bethlehem
Catholic Charities
Chore Service

Church of Christ Congregational

(Norfolk Food Pantry)

Church of Christ Congregational
(Norfolk Minister’s Discretionary Fund)
City of Torrington, Litchfield Hills
Northwest Elderly Nutrition Program
City of Torrington, Sullivan Senior Center
Community Health & Wellness Center

of Greater Torrington

Community Kitchen of Torrington
EdAdvance (Family Resource Center

Vogel Wetmore)
EdAdvance (STEPS)

Maria Seymour Brooker Memorial
McCall Behavioral Health Network
Northwest Connecticut YMCA

Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church

Possum Queen Foundation

Prime Time House

Project SAGE

Riverton Theatre

Salvation Army, Torrington

Salvation Army, Winsted Service Unit
Sharon Day Care Center

St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church

Susan B. Anthony Project

Torrington Youth Service Bureau
Town of Colebrook

Town of Falls Village, Fuel Fund
Town of Falls Village, Senior Center

Town of Norfolk

HVRHS releases honor roll

FALLS VILLAGE —
Principal Ian Strever an-
nounces the first quarter
marking period Honor Roll
at Housatonic Valley Region-
al High School for the 2025-
26 school year.

Highest Honor Roll

Grade 9

Katelyn Holst-Grubbe
(North Canaan), Meriel
Hughes (Salisbury), No-
ell Laurry (Kent), Keely
Malone (Sharon), April
Puerto (Salisbury), Solomon
Schmidt (Salisbury), Alastair
Schnepf (Wassaic), Olivia
Simonds (North Canaan),
Marisol Vaughn (Kent), Em-
ery Wisell (Kent).

Grade 10

Mia Belter (Salisbury),
Louise Faveau (Salisbury),
Addison Green (Kent), Ary-
anna Horton (Salisbury),
Eliana Lang (Salisbury),
Lily McCabe (Salisbury),
Alison McCarron (Kent),
Katherine Money (Kent),
Mira Norbet (Sharon), Abi-
gail Perotti (North Canaan),
Owen Schnepf (Wassaic),
Schuyler Thompson (Falls
Village), Federico Vargas
Tobon (Salisbury).

Grade 11

John DeDonato (Salis-
bury), Natasha Dennis
(North Canaan), Adelyn Di-
orio (North Canaan), Sydney
Howe (North Canaan), Dan-
iel Lesch (Cornwall), Finian
Malone (Sharon), Meadow
Moerschell (Kent), Ishaan
Tantri (Salisbury).

Grade 12

Lily Beurket (Cornwall),
Ryder Conte (Falls Village),
Shanaya Duprey (North Ca-
naan), Evelyn Flores-Her-
nandez (North Canaan),
Madelyn Johnson (North
Canaan), Alexa Meach
(North Canaan), Ibby Sadeh
(Falls Village), Alex Wood-
worth (Salisbury).

High Honor roll
Grade 9

Anna Ayer (Salisbury),
Cody Bodwell (Cornwall),
Lainey Diorio (North Ca-
naan), Emma Duffy (Sha-
ron), Carter Finney (North
Canaan), Elden Grace (Salis-
bury), Joanna Haratyk (Tor-
rington), Ava Humes (North
Canaan), Tyler LaPlante
(North Canaan), Sawyer
Margerelli (Salisbury), Lola
Miller (Falls Village), Grace
O’Brocki (Salisbury), August
Olson (Falls Village), Elexis
Petkovich (North Canaan),
Donald Polk (Cornwall),
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Alec Linden

Justin Sorell (North Ca-
naan), Gia Torzilli (Gay-
lordsville), Scarlett Visconti
(North Canaan), Jaxon Vi-
sockis (Salisbury).
Grade 10
Krystin Ackerman (North
Canaan), Paige Beeman
(North Canaan), Max Boch-
novich (Salisbury), Nico
Bochnovich (Salisbury), Lo-
gan Bronson (Cornwall), Lu-
cius Bryant (Cornwall), Zai-
ra Celso-Cristobal (Sharon),
Winter Cheney (Cornwall),
Tess Churchill (Salisbury),
Niki Clark (Salisbury),
Caitlin Devino (North Ca-
naan), Luca Floridis (Salis-
bury), Samuel Garcia Pulido
(North Canaan), Beatrice
Gifford (Kent), Angel Gon-
zalez (Salisbury), Kartel
Henry (North Canaan),
Paul Losh (Falls Village),
Wryatt Merwin (Salisbury),
Logan Miller (Falls Village),
Sadie Morales Chapell (Salis-
bury), Nova Pratt (North
Canaan), Karmela Quin-
ion (North Canaan), Vilija
Salazar (Kent), Juliette Tra-
bucco (Kent), Payton Wag-
ner (North Canaan), Olivia
Whitney (North Canaan).
Grade 11
Adelaide Almeida (Salis-
bury), Hayden Bachman
(Falls Village), Byron Bell
(Cornwall), Sophia Cam-
phouse (Sharon), Olivia
Claydon (North Canaan),
Georgie Clayton (Salisbury),
Sophia DeDominicis Fitz-
patrick (Sharon), Christian
DeDonato (Salisbury), Layla
DiDomenico (Kent), Carme-
la Egan (Salisbury), Kellie
Eisermann (Salisbury), Levi
Elliott (Millerton), Lydia
Fleming (North Canaan),
Guadalupe Flores-Hernan-
dez (North Canaan), Grace
Graney (Falls Village), Alexa
Hoadley (Kent), Jonas John-
son (North Canaan), Aiden
Krupa (Torrington), Mak-
enzie Lidstone (Salisbury),
Francisco Mendoza Ratzan
(North Canaan), Daniel Mo-
ran (Norfolk), Jackson Olson
(Falls Village), Logan Padel-
li (North Canaan), Gustavo
Portillo (North Canaan),
Darwin Wolfe (Falls Village),
Nathan Zani (Ashley Falls),
Ivy Zheng (North Canaan).
Grade 12
Hayden Bell (Cornwall),
Genesis Bravo Guilcash-
ina (North Canaan), Olivia
Brooks (Salisbury), Victoria
Brooks (Salisbury), Mia Di-
Rocco (Cornwall), Anthony
Foley (North Canaan), Anna
Gillette (Salisbury), Julissa
Gonzalez (Cornwall), Kier-
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ra Greene (North Canaan),
Adam Hock (Kent), Sara
Ireland (Salisbury), Hannah
Johnson (North Canaan),
Riley Mahaftey (Amenia),
Simon Markow (Cornwall),
Madeline Mechare (Falls
Village), Madison Meli-
no (Austerlitz), Daphne
Paine (North Canaan), Ce-
leste Trabucco (Kent), Silas
Tripp (Falls Village), Ayden
Wheeler (Amenia).
Honor Roll
Grade 9
Jonathan Bindley (Corn-
wall), Cullen Bonis (Kent),
Phoebe Conklin (Salisbury),
Connor Crane (North Ca-
naan), Isabella Curtis (Nor-
folk), Jessica Davis (North
Canaan), Ciri Dean (North
Canaan), Lyla Diorio (North
Canaan), Patrick Hafner
(Falls Village), Ryan Hinman
(North Canaan), Harrison
Morey (North Canaan),
Jenaveeve Wagner (North
Canaan).
Grade 10
Lyla Banffy (Kent), Jack-
son Brammer (Sharon),
Peyton Bushnell (Falls Vil-
lage), Alisa Christiansen
Madsen (North Canaan),
Lilliana Hurley (North Ca-
naan), Chase Kading (Mil-
lerton), Ayden Lemmy (Falls
Village), McKenzie Lotz
(Ashley Falls), Christopher
Piscitello (North Canaan),
Camila Sanchez Guerrero
(Cornwall), Henry Skuza
(Millbrook), Giovani Sol-
orzano-Lemus (North Ca-
naan), Nathan Young (Corn-
wall).
Grade 11
Bennett Wyatt Bayer
(Salisbury), Sofia Bind-
ley (Cornwall), Selena
Black (Cornwall), Karen
Chavez-Sanchez (Salisbury),
Riley Heady (Sharon), Car-
son Riva (North Canaan),
Ryan Segalla (Salisbury), Al-
anna Tatro (North Canaan),
Juan Xeche Coche (North
Canaan).
Grade 12
Peter Austin (Kent),
Katherine Crane (North Ca-
naan), Richard Crane (North
Canaan), Nicholas Crodelle
(Sharon), Mollie Ford (Falls
Village), Nicolas Gonzalez
(Salisbury), Maureen Graney
(Falls Village), Taylor Green
(Kent), Marc Hafner (Falls
Village), Chloe Hill (Salis-
bury), Abram Kirshner
(Kent), Logan Labshere
(North Canaan), Eric Lopez
Espinosa (Salisbury), Owen
Riemer (North Canaan), Ava
Segalla (Salisbury), Cole Si-
monds (North Canaan).

Stay informed

lakevillejournal.com

L7 Realtor at Large

Community Land Trusts are non

EdAdvance (McKinney-Vento)
EdAdvance (Parents as Teachers)

Reporter
alecl@lakevillejournal.com

profit organizations whose mission

Town of Warren is to help create affordable housing

FISH of Northwestern Connecticut Town of Washington ves E:gg‘:ﬁg‘é?&g‘;g?gﬁ:ﬁzﬁ E;eoyf
Friendly Hands Food Bank United Church of Christ in Cornwall, accomplishing this in e O and
The Gilbert School Congregational Sa n.d 'fa '-a'f‘S urban communities. One of their
Goshen Community Care Winchester Center Congregational L B goals is to separate land ownership
Goshen Good Neighbor Fund Church circulation@ from building ownership to keep

homes affordable long-term. A
good example for this would be
the Salisbury Housing Trust (www.

lakevillejournal.com

Winchester Public Schools
Winchester Youth Service Bureau

Hands of Grace
Harbor House of Litchfield County

Roxanne Lee, . : JOHN HARNEY
Helping Hands Chore Service Winsted Area Child Care Center . salisburycthousing.org/about- Associate Broker with
H ic Child C C Workman M ial AME Zi Church Mary Wilbur salisbury-housing-trust). On January William Pitt Sotheby’s
LYl ! e (el orkman Vemoria lon LS Advertising 14th at 6:30pm a webinar will be International Realty
advertising@ held to explore the different models  ggce: 19 Main Street,

The Year-End Critical Needs grant round is made possible by Northwest CT Com-
munity Foundation Draper Foundation Fund, Marion Wm. & Alice Edwards Fund,
Douglas and Janet Roberts Fund, The Making Cents Fund, Estelle A. and David A.
MacKenzie Fund, and Tracy Family Fund, and with the support of generous anony-
mous donors and Oratory of the Little Way.

of Community Land Trusts across
the state and how this might help
support affordable housing in our
diverse communities. To join this
webinar, please register at: bit.ly/
CLTsofConnecticut.

Salisbury, CT 06068

Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

lakevillejournal.com

James H. Clark
Publisher, CEO
jamesc@lakevillejournal.com
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About 40 people gathered on the lawn of the White
Hart Inn on Sunday, Dec. 14, to mark the anniversary
of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting.

Salisbury holds
vigil for victims
of gun violence

By Robin Roraback

SALISBURY — Despite
frigid temperatures, about
40 people gathered Dec. 14
on the snowy lawn outside
the White Hart Inn for an
evening vigil honoring the
20 children and six educa-
tors killed at Sandy Hook
Elementary School, as well
as victims of gun violence
nationwide and around the
world.

Organizers Lee and So-
phia deBoer said that while
this year marked the 13th an-
niversary of the 2012 massa-
cre, it was the 14th vigil the
community has held.

Sophia deBoer said the
annual gathering is driven
by both remembrance and
personal experience.

In May 2009, while her
daughter was finishing her
senior year at Wesleyan Uni-
versity, a fatal shooting oc-
curred on campus. The event,
she said, reinforced her belief
in the importance of public
remembrance and collective
reflection.

As the vigil began at 5
p.m., Sophia deBoer invited
attendees to widen their fo-
cus beyond a single tragedy.

“As we take time to re-
member those at Sandy
Hook, take time to remem-
ber all the mass shootings,”
she said.

State Rep. Maria Horn
spoke about the enduring
impact of Sandy Hook, not-
ing that recent mass shoot-
ings — including incidents
at Brown University and in
Bondi Beach, Australia —
demonstrate the continued
global scope of gun violence.

“The freshmen at Brown
were the same age the San-
dy Hook children would be
now; Horn said.

Horn noted that she has
seen a shift in Hartford to-
ward gun-safety measures,
which she described as “a
sign of hope”

John Nelson of the Salis-
bury Congregational Church
read from Amanda Gorman’s
poem “Hymn for the Hurt-
ing,” offering words that
spoke to collective grief.

Musicians Ed Thorney
and Greg Reiss followed with
acoustic performances of two
songs from the 1960s — “Get
Together;” by Chet Powers,
and Stephen Stills’ “For What
It's Worth.”

The selections, they not-
ed, continue to resonate in
the context of modern social
unrest and violence.

The names of the Sandy
Hook children and educators
were then read aloud. After
each name, a bell tolled.

Louise Brown shared the
story of her son, Elliot, 41,
who lived in New Orleans

and was shot and killed when
he answered a knock at his
door. Brown recalled words
spoken by her daughter-in-
law at his funeral: “I was
lucky to have him. Most im-
portant in life is love. Noth-
ing else matters”

The vigil concluded with
John Carter, retired priest at
St. John’s Episcopal Church
in Salisbury, leading attend-
ees in a rendition of “Amaz-
ing Grace”

As the gathering ended,
church bells rang 26 times —
once for each child and ed-
ucator killed at Sandy Hook
— closing the vigil in solemn
remembrance.

Our Towns
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Lane Street warehouse conversion
raises zoning concerns in Kent

By Alec Linden

KENT — A proposal to
convert an old warehouse
into a residence on Lane
Street in downtown Kent has
become more complicated
than anticipated, as the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion considers potential un-
intended consequences of the
plan, including a proposed
amendment to Village Res-
idential zoning regulations.

During a special meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 10, attor-
ney Jay Klein of Carmody,
Torrance, Sandak and Hen-
nessey presented the propos-
al on behalf of John and Di-
ane Degnan, who have lived
at 13 Lane St. since 2022.

The Degnans are seek-
ing to convert an industrial
structure at the rear of their
property, currently used for
storage, into their primary
residence, while keeping
a four-unit building at the
front of the lot available as
affordable rental housing.

What appears to be a
straightforward proposal
has been complicated by a
murky zoning history and
regulatory constraints tied
to the property’s designation.

Neighbors, however,
say the review process has
dragged on unnecessarily
and are urging the commis-
sion to move forward with
a project they believe would
benefit the street.

“Is it normal for zoning
to go this far?” asked Lane
Street neighbor Lili Mason
during the public comment
period at the Dec. 10 meet-

Falls Village selectmen
discuss Sand Road

By Ruth Epstein

FALLS VILLAGE — The
Board of Selectmen at its
Dec. 17 meeting heard con-
cerns about the condition of
Sand Road.

First Selectman David
Barger reported a resident
came before the board to talk
about the road that is often
used as feeder between Salis-
bury and Canaan.

“The person said there is
not proper maintenance of
that road and it is often the
scene of accidents,” Barger
said in a phone interview.
“There is a problem with
the canopy of trees that
hang over it, making it hard
to keep clear, but there is also
the problem of speeding,
which is terrible”

As a former state trooper,
he said he is familiar with the
problem of drivers going too
fast on that road, describing
one case in which he had to
charge someone for traveling
way above the speed limit.

Barger said the town can-

not reconfigure the roadway
at this time, but officials and
road crew members will keep
an extra eye on it as a short-
term solution.

In other business, Barger
said the selectmen plan to
call a town meeting some-
time next month. Residents
will be asked to take the re-
maining funds, which total
$48,200, from the non-recur-
ring capital fund to allow for
Allied Engineering to per-
form engineering studies on
the proposed salt shed. Mon-
ey for construction has al-
ready been secured through
a STEAP grant, which the
town received in the amount
of $625,000.

“We're looking at critical
infrastructure projects and
this is one component,” he
said.

At that town meeting,
there will also be a vote to
take $2,000 from the town’s
discretionary fund to pay
Cardinal Engineering for
work on repair of the Cobble
Road bridge.

Moving company eyes
Cornwall location

By Patrick L. Sullivan

CORNWALL — At the
Dec. 9 meeting of the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion, the commission had a
pre-application discussion
with Karl Saliter, owner of
Karl on Wheels, who plans
to operate his moving busi-
ness at 26 Kent Road South,
which is an existing retail
space.

Saliter said he will use
the existing retail section
of the building as a mixed
retail space and office, and
the rear of the building for

temporary storage during
moving operations.

There will be no external
“personal” storage proposed
for the property.

The commission decided
that Saliter should go ahead
with a site plan application
under the regulations for “re-
tail stores and trades”

P&Z also set a public
hearing on a proposed text
amendment on dimensional
requirements for properties
in the West Cornwall Gen-
eral Business (GB) zone. It
will be held Jan. 13, 2026, at 7
p.m. at the Cornwall Library.

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN

Johnand Diane Degnan plan to convert the warehouse
in the background into their primary residence, while
leaving the four-unitbuilding in the foreground avail-

able for long-term rentals.

ing. “This is all ridiculous as
far as ’'m concerned.”

Mason’s frustrations were
echoed by other testifiers,
who voiced unified support
for the Degnans’ project and
praised the couple’s charac-
ter: “[They’ve] changed the
neighborhood for the better,”
said Ed Raftery.

“Don’t penalize people
who are trying to make im-
provements,” said Tamara
Potter, another Lane Street
resident, who recalled over-
powering shellac fumes drift-
ing through the neighbor-
hood when the warehouse
was used to store pleasure
boats.

According to Land Use
Office records, the structure
has previously housed an
auto body repair shop, an
aquarium store, a mail-order
book business, sign produc-
tion and a skin care mail-or-
der operation, among other
uses.

“A commercial building
on this street just doesn't fit,”
Potter emphasized, alluding
to the fact that the conver-
sion of the warehouse to a
residence would essentially

prohibit the possibility of a
future industrial use on the
property.

Commission members
largely agreed with residents
that the proposal — com-
bining a new residence with
affordable rentals — would
be a positive change. Sever-
al commissioners, however,
raised concerns about the ap-
plicant’s approach, particu-
larly a proposed amendment
to the section of regulations
governing special permits in
the Village Residential zone.

With guidance from zon-
ing expert Glenn Chalder
and town attorney Michael
Ziska, the commission
pushed back on aspects of the
amendment, which would
add a new section specifi-
cally addressing conversions
of industrial or commercial
buildings to residences. The
proposed language included
specialized rules related to
density, parking and discre-
tionary waivers of certain
zoning requirements.

New commission member
Donna Hayes, who was once
the town’s land use director,
explained that regulations

SPOTLIGHT

BERKSHIRE HILLS DESIGN

KITCHENS ¢ BATHS ¢ TILES

860424849328
14 Church Street, Canaan, CT 06018

DREAM

DESIGN
BUILD

PALLONE KARCHESKI

www.pkbuilding.com

BerkshireAviation.com
(413) 528-1010
70 Egremont Plain Rd, Great Barrington, MA 01230

Propane * Heating Oil * Kerosene * Diesel Fuel * Gasoline

Full Service Department

3 Century Blvd PO Box 656
Millerton, NY 12546

(518) 789-3014

www.crownenergycorp.com

DARE TO REASON
DARE TO ACT
DARE TO CREATE

Preschool through Eighth Grade
Traditional learning in an innovative environment.

designed for a particular
project can have unintend-
ed effects elsewhere in town:
“One of the things that [resi-
dents] need to understand is
that a regulation is written
not for a specific piece of
property but for a complete
zone. And it’s written not for
any particular person, but it’s
written for the future as well”

Ziska offered a similar
warning: “Once regulations
are changed, things happen.
Things happen that nobody
can expect”

He expressed doubts
about several aspects of the
applicant’s proposal, though
indicated general support
for the concept and suggest-
ed there might be a simpler
and safer way forward.

Klein said the Degnans’
goal is to improve the prop-
erty “utilizing existing site
resources” while bringing
the entire parcel into zoning
compliance.

Ziska noted that the four-
unit building at the front of
the lot was never formally
approved by a zoning officer
— an issue that will need to
be resolved if the units are to
be used as affordable rentals.

Chalder and several com-
missioners recommended
that the applicant work with
Kent Affordable Housing in
coming up with a plan for
the units, which Klein said
would be priced between
$950 and $1,800.

Klein, Chalder and Ziska
ultimately agreed to meet
later in the month to come
up with a path forward agree-
able to both the Degnans and
the town. The hearing was
left open, and will continue at
P&Z’s next regular meeting
on Jan. 8.

For more information, please contact Christine Whiting,
Director of Admissions: twhiting@dutchessday.org

! DUTCHESS DAY SCHOOL

415 ROUTE 343, MILLBROOK, NY 12545
PHONE: 845.677.5014
i www.dutchessday.org

Never miss an opportunity to stay
connected, informed, and empowered.
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The Lakeville Journal - The Millerton News

Local News is Alive and Well

in Our Community Because of You

Local Matters

To keep our dedicated team of reporters, editors,
photographers on the job,we need your continued support.

Please Give Generously to the Annual Appeal

Subscriptions and advertising cover only about half our yearly costs.
Please make your year-end contribution today. All in support of our mission
of local, local, local news. Together, we are building a newsroom that reflects

and strengthens the place we call home.

Here’s what your neighbors are saying about why they value
The Lakeuvtlle Journal & The Millerton News

“I have had a home in Lakeville for over 50 years
and I believe The Lakeville Journal is a public
good that benefits everyone. It helps neighbors
look out for each other, surfaces solutions, and
keeps people connected. Everyone benefits
from having a hometown newspaper.”

EVAN FRIEDMAN, LAKEVILLE

“I look forward to Thursdays and the new edition
of The Lakeville Journal every week! I enjoy
reading about our towns, what’s happening at
our local schools, real estate transactions and
especially the opinion pages. The police blotter
is also informative. I look forward to solving
the word of the week puzzle and try my hand
at the crossword. I am both entertained and
informed each week. The Lakeville Journal
is a treasure for me and our community.”

REGINA HURLBURT, CORNWALL

“Iread The ) '
Millerton News to Th'e M zllerton.
stay connected to News is an essential
our corner of the part of my weekly
routine. Its
world. It's my way )
of supporting the in-depth local
community I love and coverage helps keep
staying up to ate on cotr}rl::rfi?l?c (s)fr(())lrllr ”
local happenings.” ty g.
NICHOLE REVYES, ng/TLl-é??I;t)?VW'
MILLERTON

“We have limited impact on worldwide

chaos — but we CAN make a difference
locally. The Millerton News tells me what'’s
relevant HERE so I can do my part.”

KATHY CHOW, M/LLERTON

“The Lakeville Journal is
the voice of our towns and
our region. It provides news
that we would otherwise
miss. Itis the connective
tissue of our extended
community, and worthy of
our continued support.”

“The Lakeuville Journal is an essential

part of a functional community.”

PETER HALLE,
FALLS VILLAGE

STEVE DUTTON, FALLS VILLAGE

“Simply put, The Millerton News is one of the most important public
services we have. It does more than report the news, it weaves the fabric
of our community, It tells our stories, celebrates our successes, and ensures
everyone knows what’s happening right here at home. When trusted
information is accessible to everyone, our community is stronger.”

JENN NAIJDEK, MILLERTON

“At its core, The Lakeville
Journal is a public good
that benefits everyone. It
keeps people connected,
helps neighbors look
out for one another, and
highlights local solutions.”

LIBBY PANZER,
SALISBURY

“I feel my sense of community expanding
when I read The Millerton News. The
letters to the editor, the stories from our
neighboring towns — Amenia and Millbrook
— keep me connected to our region. We are
all dealing with similar issues...albeit in
different ways. There is nothing else like
our paper and I'm so grateful to have it.”

JENNIFER DOWLEY, NORTH EAST

“The Lakeville Journal strengthens our community. A strong local
news source brings people together, reduces polarization, and
even boosts bond ratings. We're loyal readers and big fans!”

ELIZABETH BARTLE & DAVID BOGHOSSIAN, NORFOLK

Please donate today - use the envelope in today’s paper,
or go to lakevillejournal.com/donate or millertonnews.com/donate,
or mail a check to The Lakeville Journal € The Millerton News, 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031.

Scan to donate online.

NAME

ADDRESS ZIP CODE

TELEPHONE EMAIL

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order
in the amount of $ , made payable to LYMN Media.

We operate as a 501 (c)(3); donations are tax deductible.




A10 THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, December 25, 2025 & January 1, 2026

“Teeinelewi <ice

The Tri-State Chamber of Commerce, The Lakeville Journal
and The Millerton News wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season.
Shop, eat, and read local. These businesses help keep our communities vibrant.

Arnoff Pack & Ship Services

FedEx, UPS, DHL
351 Millerton RD - Lakeville, CT

LIGHTNING PROTECTION!

Residential & Commercial Moving
Local, Long-Distance, Worldwide
Full Service Packing

Custom Crating

Storage Solutions

? Happy Holidzays!
("

Free Estimates/Inspections!
845-373-8309 / 518-789-4603

www.alrci.com

arnoff.com 800-633-6683

Yooy Moliclgs From:

wishing everyone a safe
and healthy holiday season

‘We'll cover from your city home
to your country home
and everything in between

1-800-762-7369
12 Millerton Road, PO Box 508, Lakeville, CT

KITCHENS ¢ BATHS ¢ TILES ¢ CABINETS

blackrabbitbarandgrille.com
facebook/blackrabbitct
insta/blackrabbct

."?/WZZWW" Y

Chote Sewice Btk o sl iy S

E E 469 Migeon Avenue, Torrington
PO. Box 522, Lakeville, CT 06039 TR g e et e

X 6-8 East Main Street, North Canaan
www.choreservice.org | (860) 435-9177 O www.chwctorr.org

Propane * Heating Oil * Kerosene ¢ Diesel Fuel « Gasoline

1 John Street PO Box 656
Millerton, NY 12546

(518) 789-3014
WWW.Crownenergycorp.com

—

Working to improve & maintain
the health and wellbeing of
the people in our community.

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

Happy Holidays

478 Cornwall Bridge Road,
Sharon, CT 06069
Phone: 860.364.5157
Fax: 860.364.6097
www.fchealth.org

CELEBRATE THE SEASON!
JOIN US FORTEA, LUNCH,
& HOLIDAY SHOPPING.

Happl) Jloliday Js
GEER

HARNEY & SONS

MASTER TEA BLENDERS

Since 1991, helping families achieve

VILLAGE

HARNEY MILLERTON 1 RAILROAD PLAZA

Senior Community

860-824-2600 | geercares.org

Help keep childcare
affordable for our communities
DONATE TODAY AT

Teaching and nurturing housatonicchildcare.org/donate

our communities’ children
forover40years.

www.housatonicchildcare.org
30 Salmon Kill Road, Salisbury, CT 06068
(860)435-9694 | housatonicchildcarecenter@gmail.com

Enrollment Now Open!

246 Warren Turnpike Falls Village, CT
860.824.4720 - www.hysb.org

20 Main Street
Rear Unit

BARBERSHOP (845) 901-4026

4
0041 EST. 2020 < o
(3 av
ORT & WO

To make an appointment, visit jimurphysbarbershop.resurva.com

strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter
in Canaan/Falls Village, Cornwall, Norfolk,
North Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon and Torrington.

OUR MOUNTAIN IS CALLING YOU

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG - 211 INDIAN MOUNTAIN RD, LAKEVILLE, CT
PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

HARNEY SOHO 433 BROOME STREET
SHOP ONLINE AT HARNEY.COM
ORCALL USAT 1.800.TEATIME

Upper Housatonic Valley
National Heritage Area

www.HousatonicHeritage.org
Preserving the history,

culture and nature of the
Housatonic River Valley.

NMNew
,&O%WM/

Book your stay at www.interlakeninn.com

or call 860.435.9878

@interlaken_inn

Fappy Hooldays!

KATIE BALDWIN

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
860.596.4421 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT
www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

To our readers, advertisers and
community contributors, thank you.
7 hank )
We at The Lakeville Journal and
o The Millerton News sincerely wish
each of you and your families a healthy
and joyful holiday season.

The Lakeville Journal Mitrerron News

lakevillejournal.com millertonnews.com
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Mon-Thurs
10am-8pm
Fri-Sat
10am-9pm
Sun
11am-Spm

336 Main Street Lakeville CT 06039 ¢ 860-435-2600
LakevilleWineandSpirits.com

FO LY

Happy Holidays

Come see what’s new!
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HAPPY

HOLIDAYS!

2025 tickets on
sale now

Visit limerock.com to learn more

182 US-44 Millerton, NY e (888) 40-NORTH * NorthEastFordinc.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL

PALLONE KARCHESKI
BUILDING | REMODELING | PAINTING | RESTORATION
860-485-4696 | www.pkcontractingct.com

LaMountain
Riccardelli
Petkovich

ACCOUNTING
Jlappy Jlolidays!

www.lamricaccounting.com

. SEASON'S

from

(SREETINGS
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(860) 482-8152
3 o ‘
1219 East Main Street, Torrington, CT 06790
torrington@print-master.net « canaan@print-master.net

Visit us on the web: www.print-master.net

Vpitgre dasigs evacdted with pavsmed et

Lot us help you deck all of yowr halls this holidey season!

(860) 364.5380 ® 349A Main Street Lakeville, CT
www.roaringoaksflorist.com

\,

19 MAIN ST, SALISBURY, CT

Visit Sharon Audubon Center

325 Cornwall Bridge Road (Route 4) | Sharon, CT 06069
(860) 364-0520 | sharon.audubon.org

* Scenic hiking trails « Summer Camp for kids

* Visitor Center with live e Wildlife Rehabilitation
animals and exhibits Clinic

* Raptor Aviaries with * Pollinator Gardens
live birds of prey

* Seasonal Butterfly
House

* Educational programs
for all ages

 Store with nature-
oriented gifts, bird
feeding supplies,
books, and more

—

““Audubon | 2 cener

Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Litchfield County

Providing expert, compassionate Health Care to your home
Home Health | Hospice | Home Assistance Services

Have questions about our services?
Call us today at (860) 379-8561

Serving the towns in Litchfield County and the Greater Farmington Valley for over a century

www.vnhlc.org

Salisbury Association

Serving Our Community Since 1902.

Kappy Kolidays/
24 Main St, Salisbury, CT
(860) 435-0566 | salisburyassociation.org

We wish you all the joys of the holiday season, and
time to enjoy family, friends, and books! For a
listing of upcoming activities at the library, visit
www.scovillelibrary.org

38 Main Street, Salisbury, CT. 860.435.2828

one call
for all your

WINTER
PROJECTS

Land Clearing * Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing * Tree Takedowns
Commercial Snowplowing
Sanding & Salting of Parking Lots

SHARON LAWN
S LANDSCAPE

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 office

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com
ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Great Horned Owl. Phota: Kara Heniges
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Rock & Roll Apparel & A jes o Hoodies & Crewsa~~

ats & Gloves ¢ Stickers ¢ Patches ¢ Pins ¢ Funko Po;ﬂ/‘\

Toys ¢ Puzzles ¢ Mugs ¢ Carhartt Apparel ¢ Fleece
Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery

Gift Certificates Available

22 Main Street Millerton, NY 12546
518-592-1777 . sal.tshirtfarm@gmail.com
www.TshirtFarmNY.com

e \Villiam

& Vitiam Sotheby’s

Wishing You an
Exceptional

Holiday Season!

williampitt.com
Kent Brokerage | 860.927.1141
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MOORE & MORE
PRINTING

STACEY L. MOORE

MONDAY-THURSDAY 10AM-5PM
17 DUTCHESS AVENUE ¢ P.O. Box 880
MILLERTON, NEW YORK 12546
TEL: 518.789.4508 ¢ FAX: 518-789-4509
EMAIL: MOOREANDMORE@TACONIC.NET

Wishing You Happy Holidays

(413) 229-8689 - peerlesstree.com

Design ¢ Sales ¢ Installation * Remodeling
210 East Canaan Rd, East Canaan, CT 06024

www.rosehillkb.com
Office: (860) 824-8051

\’ Products & Services to Fit Your Needs & Budget ”
G s
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Galisbury Ge

STORE & GIFTS

20 Main St. Salisbury, CT 06068

860-435-9388
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm | Sun: 9am-lpm
Open Christmas Eve 9am-3pm

“Your one-stop shop for all of your gift needs”

SEGALLA

SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

112 ALLYNDALE ROAD
NORTH CANAAN, CT 06018
860-824-4444
www.segallasandandgravel.com

Since 1959

ALL NEW 2026 Season Announcing Soon!

Plus...Concerts, Off Season Events & More!
www.SharonPlayhouse.org | 860.364.7469

Make the
holidays
really bright.

VISi“NARY

" comMmPUTER

’
‘ Premier Partner
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leave what she described as
an extraordinary legacy. She
expressed gratitude to him for
making this decision.

“I'm a conservationist at
heart” McEver said, talking
about his love of the environ-
ment since childhood.

He said his initial moti-
vation for seeking to develop
the property was to help ad-
dress the housing shortage in
North Canaan, but construc-
tion costs were far lower when
the idea first arose. In today’s
market, he said, selling the
lots would be difficult, mak-
ing the shift away from devel-
opment largely an economic
decision.

McEver spoke of how
beautiful the property is,
with its hundreds of trees, and
how he’s worked to remove
invasives there. He said he is
pleased to be working with
the land trust on the project.

The land sits off Honey
Hill Road and the conser-
vancy plans to purchase ap-
proximately 245 acres, which
borders over a mile of the
Housatonic River and a por-
tion of the Blackberry River.

The property offers an ex-
tensive core forest, high bio-
diversity and intact wildlife
habitat, which Rawson said
“ranks it among the most
ecologically valuable and
climate-resilient landscape
in the region. I'm delighted.
It’s one of the most important
conservation pieces in North-
west Connecticut in the or-
ganizations history. Were so
pleased to partner with Bruce
for the benefit of the commu-
nity for generations to come.”

The conservancy envisions
creating miles of hiking trails
on the land, some of which
could be handicap accessible.
Public access to the river has
yet to be determined.

Rawson said as part of
the broader vision, the con-
servancy is exploring the
possibility of installing a pe-
destrian footbridge over the
river, which would result in
the potential linking of lands
on both sides, “strengthen-
ing regional trail networks
and enhancing connectivity
between the communities of
North Canaan and Salisbury”

Tim Abbott, executive
director of the Housatonic
Valley Association, said the
cost to acquire the property

is $2.25 million.

Abbott has been deeply in-
volved in the project. At the
time the subdivision appli-
cation was first heard in Oc-
tober 2023, he was chairman
of the Planning and Zoning
Commission and conserva-
tion director of HVA. He was
vocal about his opposition to
the plan and HVA became an
intervenor in the proceedings.

Always recusing himself
during discussions of the
subdivision, in November
2024, he resigned from the
commission following pres-
sure from proponents of the
plan who were also advocat-
ing for a text amendment to
the regulations regarding road
lengths on dead-end streets
and number of lots allowed
on such streets. When the
commission did not act on
the text amendment request,
the applicant withdrew the
application and submitted a
new one containing 33 lots,
but later withdrew and went
back to the original 20 lots
after the amendment was
approved.

Abbott echoed Rawson’s
words of delight with the out-
come. “All along, HVA want-
ed a real conservation proj-
ect,” he said, adding a network
of conservation organizations
really “kept their eye on the
ball. We're very happy; its a
huge win for everyone”

Abbott noted the four
conditions imposed on the
application’s approval never
progressed. These included
a deed restriction protecting
a 300-foot buffer extending
inward from the edge of the
river, a revegetation and ero-
sion-control plan along 20
feet of the river, an endan-
gered species survey and an
archeological survey.

“The conservation of
the McEver lands in North
Canaan represents a rare
opportunity to safeguard
a landscape of exceptional
importance while creating a
lasting public benefit—pro-
tecting land, water, wildlife
habitat and recreational ac-
cess for generations to come,”
said Rawson.

Founded in 1965, the
Northwest Connecticut Land
Conservancy is the state’s
largest land trust, protecting
14,200 acres in Litchfield and
northern Fairfield counties.

RoADS

Continued from Page A1

ing cost,” Bunce said. “When
these trees die on the road-
side, we have to deal with
them?”

Bunce, who owns and
operates an excavation
business, said equipment
exposed to straight salt wears
out significantly faster than
machines spreading sand-
and-salt mixtures, driving
up maintenance and replace-
ment costs for towns.

When it comes to storms,
North Canaan’s road crew
handles them on a case-
by-case basis, sometimes
pre-treating roads ahead
of storms and other times
plowing several times be-
fore applying material. Cer-
tain roads pose particular
challenges because of steep
grades, making traction a
key concern.

Falls Village First Se-
lectman Dave Barger said
his town follows a similarly
adaptive approach, with the
Department of Public Works
applying sand and salt based
on real-time conditions rath-
er than a fixed formula. Road
design and the surrounding
landscape, he said, play a sig-
nificant role.

“There are a lot of factors
that play into how much
product you put down —
whether it keeps snowing,
whether temperatures go
up or down, and how much

sun a road gets,” Barger said.

Narrow roads with heavy
tree canopy tend to retain ice
longer, requiring more salt,
while more open roads that
receive sunlight thaw faster
and require less treatment.

Many towns use sand-salt
mixtures on back roads to
improve traction, while ap-
plying straight salt in village
centers.

Local geography also
shapes winter maintenance.
Even modest elevation dif-
ferences can affect tempera-
tures enough to determine
where ice forms first. Nor-
folk, at roughly 1,200 feet,
sits 400 to 500 feet higher
than river-valley towns like
North Canaan and often ices
up sooner and holds snow
longer.

With large areas to cov-
er, Northwest Corner towns
often require hours to com-
plete plowing and salting
routes. Sharon, for example,
maintains 83 miles of roads
divided into seven plow
routes, each taking about
four hours during storms.

For the current fiscal year,
Salisbury budgeted $172,000
for salt and sand, Sharon
$188,000, Kent $140,000,
Cornwall $61,000 and Falls
Village $42,000. North Ca-
naan budgeted $46,000 for
sand and salt, down from the
previous two years.

AMBULANCE
Continued from Page A1

Tortorella said every Con-
necticut municipality is re-
quired to have an advanced
life support provider. For
the past 28 years, Sharon
Hospital has fulfilled that
requirement by signing an
annual hospital-sponsored
agreement with NDP. In re-
cent years, the agreement was
signed by Dr. Ronald Santos,
head of the hospital’s emer-
gency department, under
whose medical license NDP
operates.

When NDP recently ap-
proached Santos to renew
the agreement, he said he
could not sign it, a decision
that took the organization by
surprise, Tortorella said.

Area towns operate volun-
teer ambulance squads that
provide basic life support.
NDP supplements those
crews by delivering advanced
medical care, administering
medications and conducting
inter-facility transports.

Sharon Hospital, which
is part of Nuvance Health,
merged earlier this year with
Northwell Health.

Downs and Tortorella
said they understand that
the hospital system plans to
replace NDP with its own
paramedic service.

Under the proposed ar-
rangement, a single para-
medic would cover the
Sharon Hospital catchment
area, starting each shift in
New Milford before travel-
ing to Sharon. If needed, the
paramedic would be assisted
by a paid EMT provided by
Nuvance.

Tortorella sharply criti-
cized the model. “It’s a sys-
tem designed to fail,” he said.
“This is a huge issue”

Downs echoed those con-
cerns, noting that the para-
medic’s 12-hour shift would
include significant travel
time between locations.
“I'm very concerned about
the health and well-being
of residents in the North-
west Corner;,” she said. “We
don’t want any reduction in
services for patients in the
region. I can’t understand
the rationale of taking ser-
vices away. Northwell wants
to maintain a model of cor-
porate health care, but they
can’t put a face to the people
and culture we've established
here. We're talking life and
death”

Downs emphasized that
the decision does not involve
layoffs at NDP, which was re-
cently acquired by Empress.

She said there is ample de-
mand for paramedic services
in New York state and that
employees’ jobs are secure.
The concern, she said, is for
the safety of families, friends
and neighbors in Northwest
Connecticut.

In an interview, Sha-
ron Hospital President and
CEO Christina McCulloch
and Andrea Rynn, assistant
vice president for commu-
nity, government and pub-
lic relations at Northwell
Health, addressed the deci-
sion to discontinue the hos-
pital-sponsored agreement
with NDP.

“Recently, concerns were
brought to our attention
about compliance and [a lack
of] communications,” they
said. “This information left
us unsettled and unable to
be a sponsoring hospital at
this time.”

They acknowledged that
the timing of the transition
was far from ideal. “Despite
the tight timing, we are ac-
tively developing a coverage
plan in concert with local
first responders and area
leaders. This is a process that
is just beginning and we are
confident it will strengthen
over time”

McCulloch and Rynn
said the hospital and health
system remain committed to
maintaining service continu-
ity and working with com-
munity partners to enhance
emergency medical services
across the region.

The pair have met with
representatives of area am-
bulance squads and on Fri-
day held a session with the
region’s first selectmen.

Gordon Ridgway, first
selectman of Cornwall, said
people are feeling rushed
by the move. They are con-
cerned that services will
be lessened, not enhanced.
“This is the most important
thing in town; picking up
people in the middle of the
night and providing imme-
diate care. It has to be done
well”

Falls Village First Select-
man David Barger said the
meeting was productive and
answered some questions,
but left others unresolved.

Barger said he plans to
host a meeting in Janu-
ary at the town’s emergen-
cy services center, inviting
ambulance providers, first
selectmen and hospital rep-
resentatives to continue the
discussion.

DONKEYS
Continued from Page A1

The 55-acre spiritual re-
treat and conference center
offers space for rest, reflec-
tion and prayer.

For Trinity’s staft, vol-
unteers and the thousands
who pass through the retreat
center each year, these res-
cued donkeys have become
far more than barn residents
guarding the center’s flock of
32 chickens from predators.

They are companions,
teachers and symbols of re-
silience. And at Christmas-
time, they serve as a living
reminder of the season’s most
enduring themes: humility,
hope and the beauty of sec-
ond chances.

“The donkeys have an
incredible intuition,” said
Jason Coppola, director of
the retreat center. “They can
feel a person’s energy and
when they sense people are
in need, they tend to gravi-
tate towards them.”

The donkeys, which today
live peacefully in West Corn-
wall, did not begin their lives
in such calm surroundings.
Their histories, while var-
ied, share a somber thread:
all were rescued from kill
pens, the last stop for ani-
mals before being shipped
for slaughter overseas. Don-
keys, especially, are at risk
because their hides are used
to produce a gelatin-based
traditional medicine.

Eight years ago, Trinity’s
leadership learned that a
group of donkeys had been
saved from these conditions

and were in immediate need
of placement. What began
as a simple sheltering effort
quickly grew into something
deeper.

“They arrived frightened,
confused and unsure of peo-
ple,” Joseph Rose, the center’s
former co-director who res-
cued the donkeys, said in an
interview conducted shortly
after their arrival.

“They had good reason.
But one of the most beauti-
ful things has been watching
them learn to trust again.”

Some donkeys were se-
verely underweight, includ-
ing two that were later found
to be pregnant. Others ar-
rived with untreated injuries
or chronic hoof problems.
With patience, veterinary
care and daily interaction
from staff and volunteers, the
animals gradually emerged
from their fear.

As the donkeys healed,
their presence began to
shape the experience of the
people who come to the re-
treat center seeking rest and
reflection.

“A lot of our retreatants
are generally here to help
process through things and
try new things,” said Laura
Alexander, the retreat cen-
ter’s facilities and farm man-
ager who has tended to the
donkeys since shortly after
their arrival.

Today, each donkey —
Marge, Lisa, Maggie, Fern,
Francine and Buster — has
a distinct personality. The

gentle one that prefers long
quiet walks, the inquisitive
one that nudges visitors for
scratches, the matriarch
that keeps watch over the
herd, the youngster that still
bounds with playful energy.

On a recent weekday in
early November, Keri LaBella
of Worcester, Massachusetts,
and about two dozen others
on a women’s retreat visited
the donkeys during early af-
ternoon feeding time as part
of the farm tour. As daylight
dwindled, she made a solo
return,

While stroking the ear of
a donkey that had leaned in
toward her, LaBella noted
that in an era when holiday
celebrations can feel rushed
and commercialized, this
quiet ritual, still, earthy and
unadorned, offers something
rare: presence. “It’s difficult
not to feel something soften
inside you”

She said she feels connect-
ed to the donkeys “because
they are a lot like me. You
really can’t make them do
something they don't think
is safe. Theyre smart, curi-
ous and they love a challenge.
And I just love the story of
their rescue”

Visitors of all ages, wheth-

er on retreat or neighbors in
Cornwall, are invited to join
daily donkey care sessions
like brushing, walking, offer-
ing hay and fresh water and
learning the animals’ rescue
stories.

“One guest spent all day
with the donkeys,” helping
with feeding and brushing
the animals’ coats, recalled
Coppola, who lives on the
property a stone’s throw from
the barn.

Children visiting from
the city, he explained, are so
enamored by the experience
that many of them return as
volunteers.

“It's wonderful to see the
long-lasting impression they
have interacting with the
donkeys,” said Coppola of
the visitors.

For children, meeting the
donkeys is often a highlight
of their stay.

For adults, the effect can
be surprisingly emotional.
Some visitors have shared
that time with the donkeys
helped them through grief,
burnout or difficult transi-
tions.

At Trinity, these moments
are not separate from the
spiritual experience — they
are part of it.
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PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST
Soft opening of the Zen Den
for friends and family.

BUSINESS:
JENNIFER ALMQUIST

‘Swallow Tail Kite’ by Rex Brasher

MUSIC: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Between feathers and strings:

Christopher Hoffman’s solo cello journey
through the world of Rex Brasher

en cellist,
composer and
filmmaker

Christopher Hoffman
moved into the former
home of Rex Brasher in
Amenia in August 2023,
he didn’t arrive with a
plan to make an album
about the painter and
ornithologist who once
lived there. But once he
began to learn about the
home’s former inhabi-
tant — about his atten-
tion to land, to birds, to
work done slowly and
with devotion — he
started to compose.
“Rex,” Hoffman’s solo
cello album (releases Jan.
16, 2026) is not a portrait
of Brasher so much as an
echo of a person, a place
and a way of seeing the
world.

Brasher (pronounced
“brazier”) was born in
Brooklyn in 1869, the son
of a stockbroker whose
passion for birds left a
lifelong mark. After his
father’s death, Brasher
vowed to paint every
bird in North America,
and to do it from life.

He eventually created
more than 1,200 works,
depicting birds with a
precision and intimacy
that bordered on obses-
sion. Working largely
outside the art world,
Brasher lived on 116
wooded acres he called
Chickadee Valley, where
he painted, wrote and
published his monumen-
tal 12-volume “Birds and
Trees of North America”

Founded in 2008 to
preserve Brasher’s legacy
and promote bird and
habitat conservation
through art, the Rex
Brasher Association
became an early point of
connection for Hoffman,
who composed and per-
formed an original piece
at the 2023 Rex Brasher
Symposium just months

PHOTO BY KENNETH JIMENEZ

Cellist Christopher Hoffman wrote and
recorded his 13-track, solo record ‘Rex’ while
living in the former home of Rex Brasher in
Amenia, the self-taught painter who created
1,200+ watercolors of North American birds.

after moving into Brash-
er’s former home. After
many years in Brooklyn,
Hoffman and his family
had been looking for

a change when they
were shown the 116-
acre property by asso-
ciation board member
and architect Matthew
Schnepf, who shared the
history of the land and of
Brasher himself.

“We're the first renters
outside of Rex’s family,”
Hoffman said, explaining
that the house is rented
as part of an agreement
to maintain the estate.
Upon moving in, Hoff-
man dug deeper, pur-
chasing the two-volume
set of “Birds and Trees
of North America” and
immersing himselfin
Brasher’s world. Around

the same time, and at
the encouragement of
composer, saxophonist
and flutist Henry Thread-
gill, Hoffman debuted
his first solo project at
Tomeka Reid’s Chica-

go Jazz String Summit,
planting the seed for

the 13-track album that
he then composed,
recorded, mixed and
mastered in Brasher’s
home. The RBA (Rex
Brasher Association) was
equally supportive of the
finished work, granting
Hoffman permission to
use Brasher’s artwork

for the album, including
the swallow-tailed kite
painting that appears on
the vinyl packaging. “You
open up the record and
the whole painting is
right there;” said Hoff-
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To advertise your event under the Arts &
Entertainment banner, call 860-435-9873 or
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Zen Den
Center opens
in Winsted

holistic heal-
ing center,
the Zen Den,

has opened at 58

calm. The center even

has a healing dog!
Founders Britt

Rovi, an LPC, and

Main St. in Winst- Thuan Nguyen are old
man. ed. Described as a friends who most re-
Though birds are revolutionary clinical cently worked togeth-

central to the record’s
spirit, Hoffman delib-
erately avoided literal
birdsongs. Instead, the
cello is layered into
dense soundscapes that
suggest rather than illus-
trate. “There are tracks

er at Mountainside
Treatment Center in
Canaan. They bring
extensive experience
as therapeutic healers
and as survivors of
their own journeys
from adversity to

wellness center, it
offers classes and
individual, couples,
and family therapy fo-
cused on trauma and
wellness. Its intention
is to bring high-end
holistic healing prac-

with tons of layered tices to the masses. wellness.
stuff where I guess you As the founders say;, “We believe
could hear bird sounds “Make it reasonable,  healing happens in

if you wanted to, he
said. Brasher’s refusal to
accept approximation
— destroying paintings
when feathers didn’t look
right — mirrored Hoff-
man’s own instincts as
a musician. Tracks were
built, discarded, rebuilt.
Nothing stayed unless it
felt true.

For Hoffman, “Rex”
became a kind of reck-
oning. Though Hoffman

doable, and achiev-
able”

The space is warm,
soothing, sunny and
inviting. At a soft
opening for family
and friends on Dec. 5,
the mood was mel-
low and joyous. Each
arrival was greeted
with a hug as chil-
dren twirled around
the room. Soft coral
walls, small Buddhas,

community — where
you can feel connect-
ed, seen and loved,
they said. “So please
help us spread the
word about this cool,
soulful, and uplifting
new space — a hip,
spiritual hangout for
those who crave pur-
pose, meaning and
connection.”

The new clinical
wellness member-

has begun noticing birds sage for burning, a ship center combines
with new intensity, using central gong, green holistic treatments
the Merlin bird app to plants, pastel sound  such as yoga, reiki,

identify some 30 species
on the grounds, he says

bells and soft mu-

sic create a sense of Continued on next page

Continued on next page

‘We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day
on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

WHDD AM 1020
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5

Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

‘WHDD FM 91.9
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,
and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County,

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA
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Get a boost, then unwind, at these two
new Great Barrington spots

all brought two
additions to the
growing southern

Berkshires café and bar
scene with the open-
ing of the lounge-like
natural wine purveyor
Half Rats in late August,
followed by beloved
North Canaan specialty
roastery ilse coffee in-
stalling its second loca-
tion on Railroad Street
in mid-November.

Head up to Great
Barrington this holiday
season to caffeinate,
then ingurgitate (in
moderation) - just don’t
forget to hydrate.

ilse coffee (47
Railroad Street, Great
Barrington, Massachu-
setts). Hours: Thursday -
Monday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
Sunday open at 9 a.m.

Stylized lowercase,
this sleek coffee brand
does away with pretense
and lets the brew speak
for itself. Sourced ethi-
cally and with a focus on
partnerships between
producers, consumers
and the roastery itself,

a black coffee at ilse is
served on a tidy tray in a
clear glass mug, along-
side a ceramic cup for
the drinker to transfer
the elixir into at their
leisure. The whole set up
feels emblematic of the
transparency and col-
laboration at the core of
the roastery’s ethos.

Situated in the airy
space formerly occupied
by Marjoram + Roux,
the new coffeehouse
builds on the concept
inaugurated by ilse’s
first public location in
a converted auto body
shop in North Canaan.

COMPASS
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Left, A cup of ilse’s fairly-sourced coffee in the new Great Barrington location. Right, Natalha Palhete,
an orange wine from the Alentejo region of Portugal, was on the specials menu on Thursday, Dec. 18.

Rebecca Grossman,
who co-founded and
co-owns the business
with her fiancée, Lucas
Smith, is local to the
area, leading the couple
to move roasting opera-
tions north from Stam-
ford when they decided
to expand from the
wholesale production
they had focused on the
previous four years.
With the new shop,
the brand moves
even further into the
food-and-beverage
service game, aiming to
build out a full breakfast
and lunch menu as it
ramps up operations on
Railroad Street. Cur-
rently, the bites on offer
are primarily provided
by Canaan-based baker
Pastries By Hanna, with
the addition of one item
produced in-house: a
flufty scone stuffed with
cream and jam — Smith’s
mother’s recipe; she’s

... Hoffman

Continued from previous page
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Rex Brasher at his home in Chickadee Valley.

Brasher’s acuity still feels
out of reach. “Even with
binoculars, I still can’t
see the details he was
seeing”

The album will be
released Jan. 16 on Out
of Your Head Records.
Composed for acoustic
and electric cello, the
record reflects the soli-
tude and intensity that
shaped both Brasher’s

vision and Hoffman’s
process. “This guy was
working so hard,” said
Hoffman of Brasher. “And
it was like, Alright, Chris,
get it together. Make the
solo record you're afraid
to make.”

To listen and purchase
the album, go to: https://
christopherhoffman.
bandcamp.com/album/
rex

English. In the com-
ing months, the open
kitchen that takes up
about half of the café’s
interior will roar to life
as the team develops the
culinary program.
Stylistically, the
space follows the min-
imal, elegant example
set by the North Canaan
location, but lower
ceilings, tighter quarters
and a communal table
that abuts the bustle of

the above-mentioned
open kitchen make for a
decidedly cozier atmo-
sphere. Tuck yourself
into a window seat and
sip a cup of steaming,
ethically-sourced coffee
while gazing down at
the brick-lined streets
beneath the hulking rid-
geline of East Mountain,
and you'll find it easy to
remember why you love
the Berkshires.

Half Rats (343 Main

Street, Great Barrington,
Massachusetts). Hours:
Wednesday and Sunday,
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Thurs-
day - Saturday 4 p.m. to
10 p.m.

Natural wine and res-
urrected Victorian slang
are unlikely partners in
Abby Pendergist’s new
downtown venture that
happily marries mod-
ern tastes with classic
appeal.

“Half Rats” refer-

ences 19th-century
parlance meaning
slightly tipsy, or buzzed,
which is exactly what
guests are invited to
become - responsibly,
of course — as they swill
Pendergist’s rotating
ensemble of natural
wines from around the
world. The snobbery
that sometimes hangs
over wine-forward
enterprises is nowhere
to be found here, per-
haps booted out by the
semi-deranged rodents
who decorate the
menus, clearly half rats
themselves. Instead, the
vibe is decidedly re-
laxed, inviting drinkers
to approach the wines
with an open and playful
attitude.

The space, designed
and decorated by
Pendergist with help
from her boyfriend,
Nick Speidel, indicates
a well-practiced eye is
behind the madness.
Located within the tall
brick walls of the 1924
Whalen & Kastner
Garage, Pendergist has
tastefully decked out

Continued on next page

~.Zen Den

qi gong, sound baths,
somatic therapy and
trauma-informed care
for mind, body and soul
with clinical groups for
stress management, grief
and trauma.

Nguyen, who was
born in Vietnam during
the War, survived a har-
rowing escape with his
family, later settling in
Westchester and attend-
ed Vassar College and
Cornell University. He
became addicted to crys-
tal meth and his family
got him into rehab. He
recalled his journey to
sobriety:

“In recovery meetings,
people gave me a lan-
guage for my experience,
words I never had access
to before. They shared
their stories with hones-
ty and courage, creating
a space safe enough
for me to find my own.
My journey continued
through meditation,
yoga, energy healing and
various wellness practic-

Continued from previous page
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Thuan Nguyen and Britt Rovi are old friends
and now business partners at the Zen Den.

es that helped me return
to myself. I learned that
true healing is holistic
— it touches mind, body,
spirit and community.”
Nguyen has since
worked at two nationally
recognized inpatient
treatment centers as a
12-step coach, spiritual
advisor, wellness coor-
dinator, manager and
director. He is also a
master teacher in Usui
Reiki and certified in
Karuna Reiki.

Rovi is a clinical life
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SHOWTIMES & TICKETS > .

(518) 789-0022

MARTY SUPREME

themoviehouse.net

SENTIMENTAL VALUE

AVATAR: FIRE & ASH

SPONGEBOB:

SEARCH FOR SQUAREPANTS

GIFT CARDS x MEMBERSHIPS x DONATE TODAY

The Moviehouse is a non-profit 501c3 independent cinema & arts organization.

ZOOTOPIA 2

Holiday Matinees

@ A

48 MAIN STREET, MILLERTON, NY

and relationship coach
with a master's degree
in clinical mental health
counseling and a special-
ization in family thera-
py- During college, the
sudden suicide of a dear
friend plunged her into a
self-destructive spiral. A
spiritual awakening cen-
tered her, and she began
her remarkable journey
to wellness.

When asked about her
dream for the center, she

said, “Community more
than anything. We live
in a world where every-
thing is sad, stressful and
hard. We need con-
nection and to not feel
alone. I want to ignite
that spark in humanity
again from a small local
vibe. I want to breathe
hope back into the
world”

Rovi and Nguyen are
grateful for the sup-
port of the Winchester
Economic Development
Commission, which
helped them open their
doors on Main Street
near the town green. At
noon on Dec. 27, there
will be a ribbon-cutting
ceremony with mem-
bers of the commission,
and the community is
invited.

For more informa-
tion and to become a
member of the Zen Den
community, visit: thezen-
dencenter.com

Noble

HORIZONS

/Z.UMBA!

Saturdays - 10-11AM

Community Room

Join us and have lots of fun while
burning calories, improving your
flexibility, coordination, and

more in our Saturday Zumba

class with certified Zumba

instructor Placido Birriel.

One-time registration is required.
Go to www.noblehorizons.org/events
or scan the QR code below.

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org
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...GB spots

the room with quirky
paintings, a hemlock
sapling adorned with
string lights, rat-themed
T-shirts and the taxi-
dermized head of an
antelope wearing an
evergreen garland as a
necklace. Memorabilia
is all around - Pender-
gist has a background in
selling antique clothes,
including at a former
brick and mortar on
Railroad Street.

Amid the mayhem,
there is a careful-
ly-wrought logic to the
space. Guests freely
move from seats at the
pounded steel bar to
a comfortable lounge,
where games and wine
literature await, or
simply peruse the walls
as one might in a gallery.
A massive communal
table dominating the
center of the room is
highly modular in its
function, hosting large
parties of wine drinkers
or pumpkin carving
contests alike. Sever-
al window tables and
high-tops offer couples
seeking a quieter drink
the opportunity to do so
with some privacy.

Like everything else,
the menu is eclectic
and changeable. A core

Continued from previous page

selection of Pendergist’s
favorite bottles remain
while others rotate,
though no bottle is safe
from being swapped out.
In addition to the main
lineup, special bottles
are also on offer until
they run out. On a re-
cent Thursday, a chilled
and unchilled red, both
Austrian, graced the
specials menu, joined
by another red, this one
Georgian, as well as a
Portuguese orange and a
white gleaned from the
faraway lands of Maine.
A short, rotating list
of craft beers, alongside
cheaper standards ($4-
$5), are also available,
as well as non-alcoholic
options such as Mexi-
can coke and espresso.
Simple but enticing bar
snacks — including ol-
ives, a goat cheese plate
and “Spanish skewers”
of anchovy, olives and
pepper — are also avail-
able for those who like a
snack with their Syrah.
For those who want
to bring the experience
home, small souve-
nirs and knickknacks,
including Christmas
cards, are available for
sale at the bar. A Syrah,
and snack and a sticker
it is, then.

The bright interior of ilse is simple and elegant.

Paintings and palm
fronds are just two
of many types of
idiosyncratic decor
that fills the room at
Half Rats.

PHOTO PROVIDED

The dining room at Belsen House & Mews in Litchfield.

Afternoon tea
at Belden

ince its debut on Dec. 1,
S afternoon tea is served Sun-

day through Thursday at
Belsen House & Mews in Litch-
field from 2 to 4 p.m. The beauti-
ful new hotel — the latest delight
from Dutchfield, the team that
owns Troutbeck in Amenia —
invites both guests and visitors
to indulge in a relaxing tea
experience in a warm and wel-
coming setting. The tea selection
features a variety of premium
blends from local tea purveyor In
Pursuit of Tea, including Wood
Dragon Oolong, Darjeeling,

Lapsang Souchong and White
Peony. Known for sourcing the
finest single origin leaves direct-
ly from farmers, In Pursuit of
Tea ensures the highest quality
and purity in every cup. The
tea service is complemented
by a generous assortment of
savory and sweet treats, includ-
ing traditional tea sandwiches
(such as cucumber, boiled egg,
and curried chicken) and freshly
baked scones served with clotted
cream and jam. For reservations,
visit: beldenhouse.com

— Natalia Zukerman

PHOTOS BY ALEC LINDEN
ilse’s sleek coffee packaging
and merch lineup is eye-

catching beneath the register.

The comfortable lounge area, where games and wine-related literature
are available for those who have exhausted their conversation quotas.

Local Matters

Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly

In County | $12.25 Outside County

Che Lakeville Touenal
MiiLErTON NEWS

Subscribe Today

860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com
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TRI-CORNER CALENDAR

Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

DECEMBER 27

New Year’s Recital:

Elisabeth Jacquet de La
Guerre

Saint James Place, 352 Main
St.,, Great Barrington, Mass.
and Trinity Church, Lakeville,
Conn.

A New Year’s solo
program featuring works
by Jacquet de La Guerre,
performed by Edson
Scheid and Christine
Gevert. Sat., Dec. 27, 4
p.m., Saint James Place,
352 Main Street Great
Barrington; Sun., Dec. 28,
4 p.m., Trinity Church,
Lakeville. Tickets $15-
$80 at crescendomusic.
org.

DECEMBER 30

Hidden Treasures

Storytelling Tour
Featuring our
Revolutionary Founders
Scoville Memorial Library,
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn.
scovillelibrary.org

On Tuesday, Dec. 30,

5 to 6:30 p.m., join
Scoville Library staff
and friends for some
holiday-magic time
travel! Hear thrilling tales
from our Revolutionary
founders, explore the
library's towers, climb
secret staircases,

and discover hidden
treasure chambers.

All ages welcome.
Registration is required
at scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/13599821.

DECEMBER 31

NEW YEAR RETREAT

AT TROUTBECK -
Sophisticated Shifts:
Embrace and Manifest
2026

Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville Rd.,
Amenia, N.Y.

Dec. 31 toJan. 1

As the year draws to

a close, step into a
sanctuary of renewal
and reflection with
Troutbeck. The two-day
experience begins with
an elegant dinner on
New Year’s Eve following
by a mesmerizing

fire ceremony that
encourages participants
to release the past
through the gentle art of
journaling. On January
1, the journey continues
with a morning practice
blending mindfulness,
movement, and
intention, beginning with
a serene meditation and
flowing into heartfelt
intention-setting and
vision-crafting for a
vibrant 2026. The retreat
concludes with each
guest choosing either
arefreshing walk or a
revitalizing cold plunge
followed by an infra-red
or traditional sauna.
More info at troutbeck.
com

ONGOING

“This Is What Art Is"

Exhibit: Appreciating
the Joy and Dedication
of Creating Art

The Gallery of Dreams, 156
Gay St., Sharon, Conn.

Dec.5to 21

Open Friday, Saturday;,
Sunday, 12 p.m. to 5
p-m. Exhibition of more
than 18 local artists and
craftspeople featuring
painting, sculpture,
ceramics, woodworking
and artisan crafts.

Mindfulness Series with

Miranda Lee

The Norfolk Library, 9
Greenwoods Road East,
Norfolk, Conn. norfolklibrary.
org

Learn how to use
Mindfulness tools in your
daily life as Miranda Lee
holds her weekly classes
on Saturdays from 9:15
to 10 a.m. through the
winter. Sponsored by
the Library, this course
is offered via Zoom.
Anyone can join at any
time. Please visit the
Norfolk Library website
www.norfolklibrary.org
to register for the Zoom
link or call front desk
circulation 860-542-5075
ext. 2.

6th Annual Old

Fashioned Christmas
Exhibit

The Great Barrington
Historical Society 817 South
Main St., Great Barrington,
Mass.

This six room exhibit
takes the visitor on a
tour of the history of
Christmas beginning
with the traditions of
Europe and Colonial
America. The evolution
of Saint Nicholas and
the important role

the American Civil
War played in the
development of the
holiday will also be
highlighted.

Next, the visitor

travels through time

to understand how
Christmas changed in the

Wendell Minor: American

Stories

Cornwall Library, 30
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn.
cornwalllibrary.org

Nov. 22 (through Jan. 11)

The Cornwall Library
presents an exhibition

of book jackets, original
watercolors, and
drawings by award-
winning illustrator
Wendell Minor, curated
by Stephanie Plunkett

of the Norman Rockwell
Museum. The show
highlights Minor’s work
with authors including
David McCullough,

Jean Craighead George,
Pat Conroy, and Larry
McMurtry, along with art
from his children’s books.

Wish You Were Here

Exhibition at The
Hotchkiss School's
Tremaine Art Gallery
Tremaine Art Gallery, 11

Interlaken Road, Lakeville,
Conn.

Nov. 15 through Jan. 25

A collaborative
exhibition featuring
works by Fern Apfel and
Colleen McGuire, Wish
You Were Here explores
themes of place, memory,
light, and loss through
still life and landscape
painting. Curated by Joan
Baldwin.

Art is Freedom Exhibit

Gallery of Dreams, 156 Gay
St., Sharon, Conn.

Opening day Fri. Nov. 7
(through Sun. Dec. 28)

Hours Friday to Sunday
noon to 5 p.m.

An exhibition of 18 local
artists featuring painting,
photography, sculpture,
ceramics and artisan
crafts.

Art Show

Birdie and Hall, 12 Cornwall
Road, Warren, Conn.

Oil and canvas painter
Steven Miller's new
exhibit opens at Birdie
and Hall runs through
Jan. 10.

Victorian age, the roaring  ggB & FLOW

20's, the depression 30's,
the war years 40's and the
happy days 50's. The tour
concludes in the modern
era exhibit where a large
train and Christmas
village is featured. A gift
area is also available
featuring unique gift
ideas. Through Jan. 4.
Special group tours at
different times can be
arranged by emailing
info@gbhistory.org for
information. Admission
is free.

Mad Rose Gallery, 5916 N EIm
Ave., Millerton, N.Y.
Featured Glass Artists:
Eric Hilton, Lisa Sacco,
Natalie Tyler, Steven
Weinberg

Exhibitions Run: Sept. 20
to Dec. 31

Last week’s WotW

U L L Y

L A S S

COMPASS

Focus on Sharon:

Documenting Through
Photography

Sharon Historical Society &
Museum, 18 Main St, Sharon,
Conn. sharonhist.org

There is a new photo
exhibition highlighting
Sharon’s history from
the 1890s to today at the
Sharon Historical Society
& Museum. Features
rare and newly digitized
images. Exhibit runs
through December 31.

Monthly Book Sale

David M. Hunt Library, 63
Main St., Falls Village, Conn.
huntlibrary.org

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

First Saturday of every
month

New and used books,
cds, dvds, coffee table
books, antique books,
cookbooks, audiobooks,
fiction, history and more
are all for sale. The book
sale happens on the first
Saturday of every month.
The proceeds of the sale
benefit the library.

LGBTQIA+ Game Night

David M. Hunt Library, 63
Main St., Falls Village, Conn.
huntlibrary.org

The David M. Hunt
Library will partner with
Out in the Corner to host
a LGBTQIA+ game night.
Bring your own game,
play one of the games
provided, or just come to
hang out. This program
will be held monthly on

the first Thursday of the
month. Out in the Corner
is an LGBTQIA+ coalition
based in Litchfield
County with a mission

to provide a safe and
inclusive space for the
LGBTQIA+ community.

Lunch and Learn at

Hotchkiss Library of
Sharon

Hotchkiss Library of

Sharon, 10 Upper Main

St., Sharon, Conn.
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org
Join us on the second and
fourth Fridays of every
month for a nutritious
lunch and a variety of
activities including
movies, chair yoga,
Qigong, crafts, Scrabble,
cards, and more! The
program runs through
September 2025, with
activities changing each
session. Pre-registration
required; limited to 12
participants per session.

For more info, call

(860) 364-5041 or visit
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.
org.

Old School: Visions of

Local History and
Personal Pasts

Sharon Historical Society and
Museum, 18 Main St., Sharon,
Conn.

Visit the Sharon
Historical Society

and Museum to see

an exhibition by The
Beard Collective (Theo
Coulombe & Katro
Storm), which explores
how personal and local
histories blend into a
creative dialogue.

Holley Knife Exhibit

Academy Building, 24 Main St.
Salisbury, Conn.

'The Holley
Manufacturing Company,
located on Holley Street
in Lakeville, was one

of the early producers

of pocketknives in

the country at a time
when everyone needed
and carried one. A
display featuring the
craftsmanship of the
company, hosted the
Salisbury Association’s
Historical Society, is now
on view.

Twelve Moons Coffee
House
The Center on Main, 103 Main
St., Falls Village, Conn.
Twelve Moons Coffee
House builds community
through live music,
poetry readings and
storytelling on the 1st
Saturday of each month.
Doors open at 6 p.m. with
open mic performances
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Featured Professional
Artists play from 8 to 9
p-m. Guests are welcome
to bring their own
dinner and beverage or
enjoy the venue's light
refreshments.

Address your calendar
entry to editor@
lakevillejournal.com
by Friday at noon.

Word of the Week

Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.
Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place.
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. A seat for one; recliner

2. Talk, say something

3. Beauty parlor

4. Nordic warmer, hot room

5. Jolly gift-giver

CLUES ACROSS

1. Light cavalry

5. Coconut palms

10. Rounded knob

14. Central Japan city

15. Sandwiches

16. Shape produced by a
curve

17. Ancient region in
modern-day Syria

18. French modernist
painter

19. Grandmother

20. Mammary gland of
cattle

22. Rocky peak

23. Secret plan

24. Songs to one’s lover

27. More (Spanish)

30. Father

31. Chinese principle
underlying the universe

32. Ballplayer’s accessory

35. Together

37. A person’s brother or
sister

38. Evil spirit

39. Monetary units

40. Partner to cheese

41. About Sun

42. Group of like-minded
people

43. After B

44. Seaside room

45. Recipe measurement

46. Partly digested food

47. Flat-faced dog

48. People of southern
Africa

49. Salts

52. Beard lichens

55. Sanders is one

56. Fencing sword

60. Ethnic group of Albania

61. Metric weight unit

63. Italian seaport

64. Longtime late night host

65. Extremely angry

66. Miami mascot

67. Mid-month day

68. Marked for omission

69. Body part

CLUES DOWN

. Two-toed sloth

. Fat from a pig’s abdomen

. Romanian city

. Specifies

. Rounded, glaciated valley

Spoke

. Collection of sacred
books

8. Extravagantly theatrical

9. Very fast airplane

10. Forearm bones

11. Ancient kingdom

N U R W=

Brain Teasers

2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 |18
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22 23

60 61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69

12. Legitimate: __fide

13. Semitransparent
gemstone

21. Counsels

23. Head honcho

25. Cool!

26. Touch lightly

27. Extract money via
taxation

28. Dyes

29. Cloying sweetness

32. Sodas

33. Coastal village in Guam

34. Chemical ring

36. The bill in a restaurant

37. Car mechanics group

38. One-time presidential
candidate Dole

40. Health care for the aged

41. Wise persons

43. Passage with access at one

end
44. Make a wound
46. America’s spies
47. Roof of the mouth
49. Plants of the lily family

50. Pinkish-red color

51. Vaccine developer

52. Mottled citrus fruit

53. A place to store garden
tools

54. Rare goose native to
Hawaii

57. Popular Hollywood pig

58. Musician Clapton

59. A move exposing one to
danger

61. Historic Spanish soldier

62. CNN’s founder

December 18 Solution

[z o> [3]> |m

Sudoku
2 5
113 7
7 4
8 316 December 18 Solution
9 9l4|1]8[2]|7]6[5]3
7]3]s]6]4[1]2]9]8
6 7 4 2 1 lsl2]e]9ols]3]1]7]4
al7]2]1]3[8]9]6][5
415 2 1]o]3[4]6]5]7]8]|2
8ls5[e]2]7]9a]3]4]1
6 7 115 s516]7[3[1]4][8]2]9
2[1]9]5]8[6]4]3]7
6 3lsl4a]7]9(2]5]1]6

Level: Intermediate

Noble

HORIZONS

Senior Living ® Rehabilitation ¢ Skilled Nursing

A nonprofit organization

17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068
(860) 435-9851 * www.noblehorizons.org

WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL
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PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

HVRHS’s Victoria Brooks navigates traffic on her way
to the hoop. She scored a game-high 17 points against
Nonnewaug Tuesday, Dec. 16.

Sports

Housatonic falls to Nonnenwaug
52-42 in varsity season opener

By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE —
Berkshire League basketball
returned to Housatonic Val-
ley Regional High School
Tuesday, Dec. 16.

Nonnewaug High School’s
girls varsity team beat Housa-
tonic 52-42 in the first game
of the regular season.

The atmosphere was in-
tense in Ed Tyburski Gym
with frequent fouls, traps
and steals on the court. Fans
of both sides heightened the
energy for the return of var-
sity basketball.

HVRHS started with a
lead in the first quarter. The
score balanced out by half-
time and then Nonnewaug
caught fire with 20 points in
the third quarter. Despite a
strong effort by HVRHS in
the last quarter, the Chiefs
held on to win.

Housatonic’s Victoria
Brooks scored a game-high
17 points and Olivia Brooks
scored 14. Carmela Egan
scored 8 points with 14 re-
bounds, 5 steals and 4 assists.
Maddy Johnson had 10 re-
bounds, 4 steals, 2 assists and
2 points, and Aubrey Funk

scored 1 point.

Nonnewaug was led by
Gemma Hedrei with 13
points. Chloe Whipple and
Jayda Gladding each scored
11 points. Sarah Nichols
scored 9, Bryce Gilbert
scored 5, Gia Savarese scored
2 and Jazlyn Delprincipe
scored 1.

Above, Maddy
Johnson drives.
Upper right,
Hayden Bach-
man prepares
for a free
throw. Right,
Carmela Egan
shoots a layup.

Connecticut crowns six football state champions

By Riley Klein

In December’s deep
freeze, football players
showed their grit in state
playoff tournaments.

Connecticut Interscho-
lastic Athletic Conference
named six state champions
in football. The divisions are
based on school size: Class
LL included schools with
enrollment greater than 786;
Class L was 613 to 785; Class
MM was 508 to 612; Class M
was 405 to 507; Class SS was
337 to 404; and Class S was
fewer than 336.

Eight teams qualified for
each tournament and all
championship games were
played on Saturday, Dec. 13.

Class LL was won by
Greenwich High School for
the second straight year.
Greenwich beat Southing-
ton High School 45-6 to win

the tournament. Jack Kelly
rushed in three touchdowns
for the Cardinals and caught
a fourth.

Class L was won by New
Canaan High School, which
completed an undefeated
season. New Canaan beat
Cheshire High School 34-
13 for the school’s fourth-
straight state title. In the
regular season, New Canaan
defeated Greenwich 14-7.

Class MM was won
by Windsor High School,
which defeated Bunnell High
School 23-13. Windsor quar-
terback A.J. Robinson threw
for 140 yards with a passing
touchdown and two rushing
touchdowns.

Class M was won in the
final minute by Berlin High
School 20-15 over Brookfield
High School. The thriller
came down to the wire.
Brookfield went ahead with a

late touchdown. Then on the
kickoff that followed, Berlin’s
Eli Rice ran it 80-yards to the
house to take the lead with
33 seconds remaining and
secure the state trophy.

Class SS was won by
Daniel Hand High School,
marking its 15th state title
in school history. Hand de-
feated reigning champion
Killingly High School 37-
13. Killingly was previously
on a 25-game win streak that
stretched over two seasons.

Class S was won by Shee-
han High School, defeating
Northwest Catholic High
School 21-7. Running back
Joshua Durant ran for 215
yards and three touchdowns
in the win for Sheehan, which
was the first state title since
2019 for the school.

Details and photos from
each championship game can
be found at ciac.fpsports.org

PHOTO COURTESY OF CIAC/JADA MIRABELLE

Berlin High School’s football team rejoices after a last-minute win in the Class M
championship game Saturday, Dec. 13.

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

Classifieds

SERVICES
OFFERED

DELUXE PROFESSION-

IReal Estate

AL HOUSECLEANING:
Experience the peace of
a flawlessly maintained
home. For premium, de-

MONTHLY

REMAINI

MAY ALL WHO SEE AND READ THIS HOLIDAY PERIOD AD, FROM ROBIN LEECH
AND JAY DEMARCKEN OF ROBINSON LEECH REAL ESTATE,
WE WISH YOU A SAFE, MERRY CHRISTMAS, AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

REAL ESTATE AROUND OUR WONDERFUL, AND BEAUTIFUL, TRI-STATE NEW
ENGLAND CORNER REMAINS UNIQUE A LOCATION IN WHICH TO OWN
PROPERTY AND ENJOY LIFE. KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEEKLY SPACE, AND THE

REPRESENTING THROUGHOUT 2026, SUCH AS: AREA RENTALS, LAND, VILLAGE,
FARMS, COUNTRY PROPERTIES, AND, SOME OTHER UNIQUE OFFERINGS.

Robinson Leech Real Estate

Distinctive Country Properties

THROUGH THIS HOLIDAY PERIOD, AND ALL OF 2026.

TRI-CORNER ADS, FOR PROPERTIES THAT THIS OFFICE WILL BE

NG A SMALL INDEPENDENT BROKERAGE FIRM FOR OUR AREA,

tail-oriented cleaning, call
Dilma Kaufman at 860-491-
4622. Excellent references.
Discreet, meticulous, trust-
worthy, and reliable. 20
yearsofexperiencecleaning
high-end homes.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE:

House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing,
Garden mulch, Painting,
Gutters, Pruning, Stump
Grinding, Chipping, Tree
work, Brush removal, Fence,
Patio, Carpenter/decks,
Masonry. Spring and Fall
Cleanup. Commercial &
Residential. Fully insured.
845-636-3212.

Email ads to
classified@
lakevillejournal.com

REAL ESTATE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
EqualHousing Opportunity.
All real estate advertised in
this newspaperis subject to
the Federal FairHousing Act
of 1966 revised March 12,
1989 which makes it illegal
toadvertise any preference,
limitation, ordiscrimination
based onrace, colorreligion,
sex, handicap or familial
status or national origin or
intention to make any such
preference, limitation or
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in
the State of Connecticut
General Statutes 46a-64c
which prohibit the making,
printing or publishing or
causingtobemade, printed
or published any notice,
statementoradvertisement
with respect to the sale or
rental of a dwelling that
indicates any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, creed, color,
national origin, ancestry,
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source ofincome, familial
status, physical or mental
disability or an intention to
make any such preference,
limitation ordiscrimination.

Audience
Development Editor

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News
seek an Audience Development Editor to
expand and engage our readership across digital
platforms. In this role, you will select stories

for wider distribution, craft and write engaging
promotions, and leverage social media and other
digital channels to help inform and educate our
communities and broaden our reach.

Working closely with editorial and business teams,
you will analyze audience data to refine strategy,
identify and execute new growth opportunities,
and continually enhance best practices for
attracting and retaining readers. 1f you thrive

in a collaborative, fast-paced environment

and have a strong interest in connecting
communities through local journalism, please
email your resume and cover letter to James Clark,
publisher@lakevillejournal.com.

@he Lakeville Tournal

lakevillejournal.com  860-435-9873

MitLErTON NEWS

millertonnews.com « 860-435-9873 ext. 608

WE PLEDGE TO GIVE THOSE WHO ENGAGE US, A FAIR PROPER PERSPECTIVE
OF ALL ASPECTS OF REAL ESTATE OWNERSHIP, WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING.

ROBIN LEECH AND JAY DeMARCKEN, THE AGENTS.

Mass, and New York, since 1955
* 860-435-9891 ¢ obinleechrealestate.com

Selling properties i
318 Main Street « La

HOUSING BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS LAND
RIVERS & LAKES HISTORY SPORTS
NONPROFITS THEARTS RECREATION
THE NORTHWEST CORNER THE HARLEM VALLEY

THE NEWS

THAT MATTERS
to you

Subscribe Today

You'll never miss vital reporting with a subscription
to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly

Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

The Lakeville Journal  MifrLertron NEWS
860-435-9873 » 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031
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To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory

DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following
Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available.
Call your advertising
manager today!

The Lakeville Journal - The Millerton News - Compass - lakevillejournal.com . millertonnews.com

Auto Repair

Lightning Rods

NorTH EAST MUFFLER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches
Tires * Brakes * Mufflers * New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1
Route 22, Millerton, NY

John Heck (518) 789-3669  Cindy Heck

JoHN & JuNE KiNsky
BuDGET BLINDS OF LitcHFIELD COUNTY
860.619.2811

jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com
budgetblinds.com/litchfieldcounty

FREE HIC#0648748
In-Home BUY MORE
Consultation SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%
11 or more: 30%

*Excludes Lutron
&Hunter Douglas
Good until 12/31/25

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

Building/Remodeling

Floor Refinishing

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”
Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Marble Polishing

",\% Stone & Tile Services

Marble Polishing Specialists

Marble - Granite - Limestone
Travertine - Soapstone - Concrete

Floors - Countertops - Showers

zigs.sts@gmail.com
www.ZigsStonePolishing.com

KARL ON WHEELS

Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery « Fully Insured

(860)499-0406

karlonwheels.com

Overhead Doors

BRENDEN LEE

P.0. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT
860.689.5677
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM
BATT INSULATION - BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK
FIREPROOFING - INSULATION REMOVAL

Landscaping

(860) 248-9442 - VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM

Complete Site Work « Brush Hogging « Excavation « Tree Work
Land Clearing * Septic Systems « Lawn Care * Snow Plowing

Free Estimates « Fully Insured E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

door options to fit any budget! Residential,

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous RS EIT]

commercial & industrial doors, electric
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

=~MADSEN—
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

(518) 392 3883
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Hussey Painting

Decorating & Wallpapering
Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.hussey-painting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

PAINTING + PATIOS *« LAWN MOWING
WOOD CLEARING < SNOW PLOWING

LAWN FERTILIZER « HANDYMAN WORK

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT « EXCAVATION

lakevillejournal.com
millertonnews.com

When you need
to know what’s happening
inyour area, we're there.

CREAM HILL

PAINT & PAPER

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING - WALLPAPERING
CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM - 917 400 1154
FULLY INSURED - INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING

Property Services

SHARON LAWN
& LANDSCAPE

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing * Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing * Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting
of Parking Lots

* EXCAVATORS « BACKHOES °
* BULLDOZER * CHIPPER -
e DUMP TRUCKS -
* GROUNDS MAINTENANCE -
* LANDSCAPING °

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

| e G A |
Roofing Services

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

Brad Thomson

DJ Hall Roofing & Siding, LLC

Quality Work at Competitive Prices

Roofing ® Damage Repairs ® Gutters ¢ Solar

Interior/Exterior Painting ¢ Drywall ¢ Repairs

Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated

Over 35 years experience

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT - djhallroofing.com
860-485-5887 + djhallroofing@optonline.net

HIC-603104

Serving the Greater Litchfield County area
ROOFING . SIDING
GUTTERS « REPAIRS

Fully Insured
860-459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com

Tree Care - Tree Removal - Tick Spraying

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com

CT arborist licensett 62658, NY pest license#t C0-653231
CT arborist licensett 65653

860-733-2020 B-2580
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
JOHN®S TREE SELVICE

Tree removal - Chipping - View Cutting - Land Clearing - Logging - Firewood

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

PEROTTI

TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation @ Home Orchard Care
Landscape Renovation @ Hazard Tree Removal
Tick Control @ Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti ® 860-824-5051

perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #54607 MA Cert. Arborist #2136

860-824-4956
Telephone & Fax

Christopher Toomey
Licensed Arborist

25 Years Exp. Free Estimates
6 Barracks Road Canaan, CT 06018
CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming
Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

your news
your community

your life!

Not sure who to turn to

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you
this directory of Specialists
in print and online.
From Automobiles to
Windows, the Specialist you

need is at your fingertips.

We'll keep you connected.

And, when you find the
Specialist you're looking for,
let them know you found them
in your independent, locally
owned, community newspapers.

@The Lakeville Tournal
Mi% LErTON NEWS

We've made it even easier to

Stay Informed.

Visit lakevillejournal.com or
millertonnews.com to purchase
a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly

In County | $12.25 Outside County

 Che Lakeville Journal
MiiLerTON NEWS

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com
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