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Looking back on 2025
Another chapter settles into memory in the Northwest 
Corner. Begin 2026 by revisiting the stories, people and 
everyday moments that defined the past year in this issue 
of The Lakeville Journal.

Hiker begins year with 1,000th 
summit of Bear Mountain

By Steve Barlow 

SALISBURY — The celebration 
was brief, just long enough for a 
congratulatory hug and a handful 
of photos before the winter wind 
could blow them off the moun-
taintop. 

Instead of champagne, Joel 
Blumert and his hiking com-
panions feted Jan. 1 with Enten-
mann’s doughnuts. And it wasn’t 
the new year they were toasting, 
but Blumert’s 1,000th ascent of the 
state’s tallest peak. 

The 76-year-old Salisbury resi-
dent has been hiking Bear Moun-
tain twice a week, with only spo-
radic lapses, for nearly a dozen 
years. On New Year’s Day, Blumert 
reached the goal he set a few years 
ago of 1,000 climbs. 

He has hiked it in the wintry 
cold and the summer heat, amid 

the splendor of the autumn foliage 
and even in the middle of a daunt-
ing tornado. 

“It’s just been one step at a time 
and one climb at a time,” said 
Blumert, a musician who performs 
mostly at area nursing homes. 

Blumert and his wife, Theresa 
Carroll, moved to Sharon in 1985 
and to Salisbury in 1987, in part 
for the outdoor recreation the Tri-
State region offers. But after their 
two daughters, Shayna and Denali, 
were born in the 1990s, Blumert’s 
exercise regimen started to lag. 

In 2000, his doctor reported 
he had “ridiculously high blood 
pressure.” 

“I decided if I was going to die 
of a stroke, it was better to die in 
the woods than sitting around the 
house,” Blumert said. 

He began hiking again and 
rebuilt his endurance. In March 
2014, he summited Bear Moun-
tain, which at 2,316 feet is the 
highest peak in Connecticut. (The 
state’s highest point at 2,380 feet 
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Salisbury’s Joel Blumert, center, is flanked by Linda Huebner, of 
Halifax, Vermont, left, and Trish Walter, of Collinsville, atop the 
summit of Bear Mountain on New Year’s Day. It was Blumert’s 
1,000th climb of the state’s tallest peak. The Twin Lakes can be 
seen in the background. 

HVA awards spotlight ‘once-in-a-
generation’ land conservation effort 
anchored in Salisbury

By Debra A. Aleksinas

SALISBURY — From the wood-
ed heights of Tom’s Hill, overlook-
ing East Twin Lake, the long view 
across Salisbury now includes a rare 
certainty: the nearly 300-acre land-
scape will remain forever wild — a 
milestone that reflects years of qui-
et local organizing, donor support 
and regional collaboration.

That assurance — and the 
broader conservation momentum 
it represents — was at the heart of 
the Housatonic Valley Association’s 
(HVA) 2025 environmental awards, 
presented in mid-December at the 
organization’s annual meeting and 
holiday party at The Silo in New 
Milford.

Salisbury conservation advocate 
Grant Bogle, who serves as presi-
dent of the Twin Lakes Association 
(TLA), was among those honored, 
recognized for his pivotal role in 
helping secure Tom’s Hill and the 
adjacent Miles Mountain as part of 
a sweeping, multi-state land pro-
tection effort.

He was honored with The Louis 
and Elaine Hecht Follow the Forest 
Award, named for longtime con-
servation leaders Lou and Elaine 
Hecht. The award celebrates indi-
viduals who advance a collabora-
tive vision for protecting connected 

wildlife habitat across the Housa-
tonic Valley and beyond.

“I think it is tremendous for 
Salisbury and for the watershed,” 
Bogle said. “There’s a lot more that 
we are thinking about and able to 
do now, and it wouldn’t have hap-
pened without the Sheffield Land 
Trust and HVA.”

A ‘once-in-a-generation’  
success

The annual award highlighted 
the work of the Cooper Hill Con-
servation Alliance, a partnership of 
eight conservation organizations, a 
realtor and a local farming family 

that together conserved more than 
1,200 acres in Ashley Falls, Mass., 
and Salisbury.

“This is a once-in-a-generation 
environmental success,” said Julia 
Rogers, HVA’s conservation di-
rector, noting that the scale of the 
project — and the speed with which 
it came together — depended on 
trust, persistence and cooperation 
among many partners.

Kathy Orlando, executive di-
rector of the Sheffield Land Trust, 
was recognized for her leadership 
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Grant Bogle, center, poses with his Louis and Elaine Hecht Follow 
the Forest Award with Julia Rogers, left, and Tim Abbott, during 
HVA’s 2025 Annual Meeting and Holiday Party. 

The Hydrilla Menace

2025 marked a turning 
point in the fight  
against hydrilla

By Debra A. Aleksinas

SALISBURY — After three 
years of mounting frustration, 
costly emergency responses and 
relentless community effort, 2025 
closed with the first sustained signs 
that hydrilla — the aggressive, 
non-native aquatic plant that was 
discovered in East Twin Lake in 
the summer of 2023 — has been 
pushed back through a coordinated 
treatment program.

The Twin Lakes Association 
(TLA) and its coalition of local, 
state and federal scientific partners 
say a shift in strategy — including 
earlier, whole-bay treatments in 
2025 paired with carefully calibrat-
ed, sustained herbicide applications 
— yielded results not seen since hy-
drilla was first identified in the lake.

The arc of the problem
The Connecticut River strain of 

hydrilla at East Twin Lake, first de-

tected near O’Hara’s Landing Ma-
rina, is an unusually robust variant 
that quickly triggered emergency 
removals, diver searches and spot 
treatments as TLA officials scram-
bled to contain fragments capable 
of rapidly sprouting into new beds.

By 2024, the cost of fighting the 
invader had grown significantly, 
straining both community and 
association budgets as managers 
moved from isolated spot treat-
ments to serial applications and 
broader planning efforts. Monitor-
ing and repeated partial treatments 
that year helped prevent larger out-
breaks, but failed to eliminate the 
plant. 

“It became pretty clear that the 
Whack-a-Mole strategy wasn’t go-
ing to work,” said George Knoeck-
lein of Northeast Aquatic Research, 
the TLA’s limnologist.



A2 A2 

Our Towns

At Meadow Ridge, you can enjoy distinctive features like our stunning three-
story atrium, spacious, elegantly appointed apartment homes, gourmet cuisine, 

enriching programs and a vibrant community set on 136 scenic acres.

With the added confidence of Lifecare and more predictable costs for future 
care, Meadow Ridge offers a fresh perspective on retirement living.

Experience the height 
of senior living.

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care
Sub-Acute Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing 

100 Redding Road | Redding, CT 06896
Managed by Benchmark Senior Living

Schedule your visit.
203-904-2621  |  LifeAtMeadowRidge.com

“The atrium is a beautiful spot to read, enjoy the plants and 
socialize—there’s nearly a party here almost every week.”

— Resident Doug D.
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In The Journal this week

Online This Week
Year in review: Norfolk
The past year saw the election of a new first 
selectman, the groundbreaking for a new fire house 
and rich community engagement.
More at lakevillejournal.com

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Con-
necticut State Police at Troop 
B. All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Freezing rain 
causes accident

At approximately 1 a.m. 
on Dec. 29, Kayla Archiere, 
20, of Kent was driving south 
on Route 7 in Cornwall, near 
the Kent town line. Archiere 
lost control of the Mazda 3 
she was driving due to icy 
conditions caused by freez-
ing rain, sliding off the road 
and becoming lodged in 
brush and snow. As there was 
no cellular service, Archiere 
was unable to make a call but 
managed to flag a passing 
motorist who alerted a tow 
service. Archiere was unin-
jured, but she was issued a 
warning for traveling too fast 
for conditions and operating 
without insurance.

New Year’s slide out
After 10 p.m. on New 

Year’s Eve, Emma Hostetter, 
22, of Stanfordville, New 
York, was traveling west on 
Route 44 in Lakeville when 
the Volvo 850 she was driv-
ing slid off the roadway and 
into a snowbank. She stat-
ed she wasn’t sure what had 
happened, though troopers 
assessed the scene and de-
termined she had slid on the 
snowy road, overcorrected, 
then slid into the snowbank. 
She sustained minor injuries 
in the form of cuts to her face 
and hand, and was transport-
ed to Sharon Hospital for 
evaluation. Hostetter was 
issued a written warning for 
traveling too fast for condi-
tions.

Drunken disturbance 
yields active warrant 

arrest
On Jan. 1, troopers were 

dispatched to Belden Street 
in Falls Village on the report 
of an intoxicated individual 
causing a disturbance. While 
investigating, troopers dis-
covered that the offender, 
Joshua Duplessis, 53, of Falls 
Village, had an active war-
rant out for his arrest. Dup-
lessis was taken into custody 
and processed for first degree 
failure to appear. He was 
unable to post the court-set 
$10,000 bond and was sched-

uled to appear the next day at 
Torrington Superior Court 
for his arraignment.

Car strikes mailbox after 
passing stationary plow

Near mid-day on Jan. 2, 
Cecelia Boniewicz, 55, of 
Torrington, was exiting Bat-
tell Road in Norfolk with the 
intention of crossing Route 
272 and continuing onto Vil-
lage Green. A state Depart-
ment of Transportation truck 
was stationary at the inter-
section of Village Green and 
Route 272 and was clearing 
snow. Boniewicz attempted 
to pass the plow but ran off 
the road, striking a mailbox. 
Her Nissan Rogue S was dis-
abled in the incident and had 
to be towed from the scene. 
She was issued a warning for 
failure to maintain lane.

Lakeville fender bender
At about 6 a.m. on Jan. 3, 

Alicia Zuluaga, 62, of Lakev-
ille was taking a left from 
Prospect Street onto Route 
44 in Lakeville when another 
vehicle, a Honda CRV, collid-
ed with the rear of her Subaru 
Crosstrek. Neither Zuluaga 
or the other driver — Santos 
Coc Coc, 49, of Amenia, New 
York — were injured in the 
incident, though the CRV 
was disabled. Coc Coc was 
found to be driving without 
a license, and was charged 
for it alongside disobeying a 
traffic signal.

Unwanted guest arrested
After 11 p.m. on Jan 3, 

troopers were dispatched to a 
Main Street address in North 
Canaan to help remove an 
unwanted guest. While at-
tempting to give Peter Reale, 
32, of Windsor, Connecticut, 
a ride away from the resi-
dence, he became combat-
ive. He was arrested for three 
charges: interference with 
an officer/resisting, assault 
of public safety personnel 
and second degree breach of 
peace. Reale was released on 
Jan. 4 on a $2,500 non-surety 
bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear at Torrington Superior 
Court on Jan. 20.

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Send mail to P.O. Box 
1688, Lakeville, CT 06039, 
Attn: Police Blotter, or email 
editor@lakevillejournal.com

CHART BY CHRISTINE BATES

Market data from Matrix Smart MLS and InfoSparks. Compiled by Christine Bates, real estate salesperson 
with William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty, Licensed in Connecticut and New York.

2025 real estate trends by town
By Christine Bates

Last year, the Northwest 
Corner diverged from na-
tional housing trends, with 
performance varying widely 
by town.

Nationally, the median 
sale price for an existing 
home remained flat at about 

$415,000, with a median 
price per square foot of $222. 
Locally, results were far less 
uniform, with prices declin-
ing in Cornwall and Salis-
bury while rising across the 
other Region One towns.

Salisbury remained the 
region’s most active market 
in 2025, recording 50 sales, 

a 9% increase from the pri-
or year. Of those, 22 closings 
topped $1 million, while just 
six sold for $400,000 or less—
nearly the inverse of North 
Canaan’s market, which saw 
only one million-dollar sale 
and 20 homes sell at or below 
$400,000.

In Sharon, overall sales 

declined, but prices rose 
sharply. The town posted a 
23% increase in median sale 
price to $702,500 and a 41% 
jump in price per square 
foot, alongside a relatively 
balanced range of sale prices.

For detailed, town-by-
town data, see the accompa-
nying chart above.

‘Ice in’ early
LAKEVILLE — Don May-

land has called “ice in” at Lake 
Wononscopomuc.

Mayland emailed The 
Lakeville Journal Sunday Jan. 
4 with the news.

“Finally, we have a win-
ter when I can call ‘ice in’ 
on Lakeville Lake before 
mid-February. I’m calling it 
on January 2, 2026.

“This is the second earliest 
‘ice in’ over the last 20 years. 
The earliest in that time frame 
was December 30 in 2017.

“As always, ‘ice in’ does not 
mean ice is safe!”

PHOTO BY DR. MARK HOCHBERG

Deer walk across the ice in Lake Wononsco-
pomuc.

Salisbury property assessments up about 30%
By Christine Bates

SALISBURY — Salis-
bury’s outside contractor, 
eQuality, has completed the 
town’s required five-year re-
valuation of all properties. 

Proposed assessments 
were mailed to property 
owners in mid-December 
and show a median increase 
of approximately 30% to 
32% across the grand list.

The assessments are 

based on 70% of estimated 
market value as of Oct. 1, 
2025. Single-family home 
values were calculated pri-
marily using home type, 
condition, size and location.

Property owners were 
able to schedule a 15-min-
ute phone appointment with 
an eQuality representative 
between Dec. 22 and Dec. 30 
to request a review of their 
proposed assessment. Final 
assessments and the new 

grand list were submitted 
to Salisbury’s assessor on 
Jan. 1.

By Feb. 1, updated tax 
cards will be available to the 
public at www.equalitycama.
com, replacing the previous 
Vision system (you can also 
search “Town of Salisbury 
Connecticut tax cards”). 
Property owners then have 
until Feb. 20, 2026, to file 
a written appeal with the 
Board of Assessment Ap-

peals if they disagree with 
their assessment.

Actual property taxes for 
next year will not be known 
until the town adopts its new 
budget and sets the mill 
rate, which is based on to-
tal spending and the taxable 
grand list. First Selectman 
Curtis Rand said the budget-
ing process for 2025-26 will 
begin in March. However, if 
the town’s budget increases 
are similar to recent years, 
the mill rate is expected to 
drop.

Because of the higher 
grand list, many proper-
ty owners are likely to see 
lower taxes despite higher 
assessments, as values are 
brought into line across the 
town. Salisbury is also ex-
pected to continue having 
one of the lowest property 
tax rates in Connecticut.

Sharon Housing Trust receives $250K
SHARON — The Sharon 

Housing Trust was awarded 
a multi-year grant from the 
Low Road Foundation to 
support the renovation and 
expansion of its four-build-
ing affordable housing cam-
pus on North Main Street in 
Sharon, as well as to provide 
general operating support 
once the project is complete.

The $250,000 grant moves 
the Trust significantly clos-
er to its overall fundraising 
goal for the new campus. The 
project is also supported by 
a $2 million grant from the 
Connecticut Department of 
Housing, along with contri-
butions from local individ-
uals, foundations, and busi-
nesses. 

The project includes the 
renovation of three buildings 
owned by the Trust at 91, 93, 
and 95 North Main St., which 
currently house six occupied 
affordable rental units, most 
of them with two bedrooms. 
It also includes converting 99 
North Main St.—the former 
town community center, 
currently unused—into four 
new affordable rental units, 
each with two bedrooms.

The Trust has leased the 
community center from the 
Town of Sharon for 99 years 
at $1 per year. Once the work 
on 91, 93, 95 and 99 North 
Main St. is substantially 
complete, the Trust plans 
to landscape the grounds 

around all four buildings. 
Renowned landscape de-
signer and Sharon resident 
Lynden Miller has donated 
a new landscape plan for the 
four-building campus.

In a Dec. 18 statement, 
Richard Baumann, president 

of SHT, said, “With the help 
of the Low Road Foundation, 
we look forward to providing 
reasonable housing to those 
who need it and helping all 
Sharon residents take pride 
in what their community can 
accomplish.”
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Looking back on a successful year in Salisbury
By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — Salis-
bury expanded its afford-
able housing stock in 2025 
with the addition of four 
new three-bedroom homes 
developed by the Salisbury 
Housing Trust. Two of the 
homes were built at 26 and 
28 Undermountain Rd, with 
another two constructed at 
the top of Perry Street in 
Lakeville.

Motorists and students 
from The Hotchkiss School 
will soon benefit from a new 
sidewalk along Sharon Road 
(Route 41) connecting the 
school to Lakeville village.

In November, Salisbury 
was awarded $800,000 in 
state funding to construct 
the sidewalk along the south-
bound side of the road, link-
ing it to the existing sidewalk 
between Main Street and 
Wells Hill Road. 

Residents of Salisbury 
and Sharon will also see 
changes to how household 
waste is handled. On Oct. 
29, the governor’s office an-
nounced that the Salisbury/
Sharon Transfer Station had 
received a state grant to im-
plement a unit-based pricing 
system — commonly known 
as “pay as you throw” — and 
to expand composting op-
erations.

The state Department of 
Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) awarded 
the transfer station $266,692 
through its Sustainable Ma-
terials Management grant 
program. The funds will sup-

Wake Robin saga continues into new year
By Alec Linden 

LAKEVILLE — The 
defining land-use story in 
Salisbury in 2025 centered 
on Aradev LLC’s renewed 
effort to expand the Wake 
Robin Inn, a proposal that 
ultimately won approval 
from the Planning and Zon-
ing Commission in October 
but continues to face legal 
challenges and sustained 
neighborhood opposition.

After withdrawing its ini-
tial proposal in December 
2024 — following a conten-
tious hearing process that 
drew criticism over the proj-
ect’s size — Aradev returned 
at the beginning of 2025 with 
a modified plan. 

In January, the developer 
appeared before the P&Z for 
a pre-application meeting, 
signaling the company’s in-
tent to rework and resubmit 
the project. 

Anticipating that move, 
Wells Hill Road residents 
Angela and William Cruger 
filed a lawsuit in March chal-
lenging a zoning regulation 
amendment adopted by the 
commission in 2024 after 
discussions with Aradev. 

The suit alleges that the 
change, which permits ho-
tel development in the Rural 
Residential 1 zone where the 
Wake Robin Inn is located, 
was enacted illegally and 
constituted spot zoning.

The commission opposed 
a restraining order, main-
taining that the amendment 
was intended to address 
broader zoning nonconfor-
mities in town and was not 
designed to benefit a single 
property.

As the legal challenge 
moved forward, Aradev re-
sumed the regulatory pro-
cess.

In late April, the devel-
oper presented its revised 
plans publicly for the first 
time, seeking a modification 
to a wetlands permit previ-
ously issued by the Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses 
Commission. The commis-
sion approved the request, 

and a week later Aradev re-
turned to P&Z with a 644-
page application it said re-
flected significant reductions 
made in response to public 
criticism. 

The revised proposal 
eliminated a controversial 
detached event barn, re-
duced the number of exter-
nal cottages, lowered total 
guest capacity from 158 to 
130, and imposed tighter 
restrictions on events, op-
erating hours and noise. 
Architectural plans were 
also revised with the aim of 
better aligning the Inn with 
the surrounding rural New 
England setting. 

In June, the Salisbury 
Water Pollution Control 
Authority approved the 
project’s sewer specifica-
tions, eliminating a major 
municipal roadblock for the 
proposal. 

Opposition, however, in-
tensified over the summer. In 
July, residents gathered at the 
Congregational Church of 
Salisbury to promote a peti-
tion opposing both the Wake 
Robin expansion and the 
2024 zoning amendment, 

ultimately collecting more 
than 500 signatures.

The public hearing pro-
cess, which spanned seven 
sessions between August 
and September, largely re-
sembled the first contentious 
hearing rounds in 2024, with 
residents still staunchly op-
posed to the project, despite 
the developer’s modifica-
tions. 

“Lakeville is not Ibiza,” 
said Wells Hill Road resident 
Aimee Bell, echoing neigh-
bors’ concerns about noise 
and what they described as 
a shift toward a destination 
venue.

The comparison to the 
Spanish party island cap-
tured the sentiments of 
many residents, who said 
the project would intrude on 
the peace and quiet of their 
neighborhood. 

After the hearing closed, 
commissioners spent several 
meetings deliberating over 
traffic, noise, auxiliary cot-
tages, and the overall inten-
sity of development. 

On Oct. 20, following 
more than a year and a half 
of hearings and discussions, 

the commission voted 4–1 to 
approve the special permit, 
adopting a nine-page resolu-
tion with 40 conditions. 

Cathy Shyer, the P&Z 
vice chair at the time, cast 
the lone dissenting vote, 
maintaining that the revised 
proposal remained too large. 
“The bottom line is this is 
a big development… It’s as 
big as the last one,” she said 
during deliberations. 

The controversy’s impact 
extended beyond the project 
itself. 

P&Z Chair Michael Kle-
mens, who had served for 
15 years, resigned two years 
before the end of his term. In 
an Oct. 27 resignation letter, 
Klemens cited the “vitriol 
and bigotry” he said he ex-
perienced from members of 
the public during the Wake 
Robin hearings as a factor in 
his decision. 

As Salisbury enters the 
new year, the issue remains 
unresolved. The Crugers’ 
challenge to the 2024 zoning 
amendment is still awaiting a 
court decision, and an appeal 
of the commission’s October 
approval is also pending. 

port a gradual, three-phase 
transition to a pay-per-bag 
model to replace the current 
$150 flat fee paid by house-
holds. Both the Salisbury and 
Sharon selectmen endorsed 
the application when it was 
submitted in June.

After a sustained three-
year effort, the highly inva-
sive hydrilla plant appears 
to be gone from East Twin 
Lake. “The good news is, 
the hydrilla is pretty much 
gone. We have not found 
anything,” George Knoeck-
lein of Northeast Aquatic 
Research (NEAR), the Twin 
Lakes Association’s limnolo-
gist, reported during an Oct. 
8 meeting of local, state and 
federal scientists, environ-
mentalists and stakeholders 
at O’Hara’s Landing Marina.

But the town and the 
Lake Wononscopomuc As-
sociation will keep a ban 

on outside boats in effect at 
Lake Wononscopomuc, also 
known as Lakeville Lake, for 
the third year.

The lake has not been 
affected by hydrilla, and to 
keep it that way the boat 
launch is closed to water-
craft from elsewhere. To 
make up for this, the town 
Grove boat launch has pad-
dle boards, kayaks, canoes 
and row boats, plus trolling 
motors for anglers, available 
for rent. (More on Page A1)

Water also figured prom-
inently in local achieve-
ments, as Salisbury’s Phoe-
be Conklin, 14, competed 
at the YMCA National 
Long Course Swimming 
Championships in Ocala, 
Florida. Conklin qualified 
for nationals in the 50-meter 
freestyle, 100-meter freestyle 
and 100-meter butterfly.

New around town: The 

Grassland Dessert Cafe and 
Lakeville Books and Statio-
nery opened for business in 
Lakeville. 

Meanwhile, Craig Davis 
and Keavy Bedell opened 
East Mountain House in 
Lakeville, an end-of-life care 
facility designed to accom-
modate up to two guests at a 
time. The facility welcomed 
its first guest in mid-Sep-
tember.

In August, Rev. Johan 
Johnson assumed leader-
ship at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Salisbury. Johnson 
is also the chaplain at Salis-
bury School.

And in June, Rev. Heidi 
Truax retired from Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Lime 
Rock at the end of June after 
16 years. 

Before saying farewell, 
Truax gave the pre-race 
invocation June 29 when 

NASCAR returned to Lime 
Rock Park for the first time 
since 2011. It was billed as 
the largest event in modern 
track history with an esti-
mated 20,000 fans attend-
ing for the weekend of pro 
racing.

A few months later, on 
Saturday, Sept. 20, a small 
aircraft carrying two people 
crashed at Lime Rock Park 
after making an emergency 
landing due to a reported 
mechanical failure. The area 
was closed while officials in-
vestigated the incident and 
contained a small fuel leak.

Lime Rock’s Emergency 
Services team was the first to 
respond, and director Keith 
Byrne said the pilot was un-
injured while the passenger 
may have sustained minor 
injuries. 

“It was a huge relief once 
we saw them getting out the 
plane with nothing on fire,” 
Byrne said of arriving on the 
scene.

Saturday mornings on the 
town Green near the White 
Hart have long been the 
time and place for political 
activism. This has become 
supercharged since the start 
of the second Trump admin-
istration, with “No Kings” 

protesters turning out in 
significant numbers.

The Scoville Memori-
al Library maintained a 
busy schedule of programs 
throughout the year, often 
in partnership with organi-
zations such as the Salisbury 
Association. A brief and nec-
essarily selective sampling 
included a June 12 presen-
tation by Michael LaScaleia, 
a scientist with the Arnold 
Arboretum in Boston, who 
guided audiences through 
the strange and often sur-
prising world of caterpillars 
and invasive plants.

Meanwhile, the normal-
ly placid confines of the 
Salisbury post office were 
briefly disrupted when pa-
trons arrived to find the 
building closed on Monday, 
March 17, with a notice on 
the locked door warning of 
asbestos abatement. Postal 
customers were directed to 
the Lakeville post office for 
their mail.

Salisbury Postmaster Lisa 
Hoage said the floor of the 
Salisbury facility had been 
in poor condition for some 
time. The matter was dealt 
with quickly and the post of-
fice was back up and running 
in a matter of days.

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Affordable housing moved forward in 2025, including 
two homes on Perry Street in Lakeville. Jennifer Kro-
nholm Clark (with scissors) cuts the ribbon at one of 
the two affordable homes on Perry Street along with 
(from left) John Harney, State Representative Maria 
Horn (D-64) and housing Commissioner Seila Mos-
quera-Bruno.

The Rev. Heidi Truax retired in June after 16 years 
leading Trinity Episcopal Church in Lime Rock.

The summer reading program at Scoville Memorial Library wrapped up Aug. 23 
with an emphasis on bubbles — lots of bubbles.
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Our Towns

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

The Cornwall Democratic 
Party will hold a meeting and 
caucus to elect members of 
the Cornwall Democratic 
Town Committee on Sunday, 
January 11, at 4:00pm at the 
Cornwall Library, 30 Pine 
Street, Cornwall, CT.

01-08-26

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF KENT 

 The second installment 
of the Real Estate and 
Personal Property tax for 
the Grand List of 2024 is 
due and payable January 
1, 2026. The Motor Vehicle 
Supplemental tax for the 
Grand List of 2024 is due and 
payable on January 1, 2026. 
The second installment of 
the Real Estate, Personal 
Property and the Motor 
Vehicle Supplemental tax 
for the Grand List of 2024 
will become delinquent on 
Tuesday, February 3, 2026.

As soon as the tax 
becomes delinquent, it shall 
be subject to interest at the 
rate of 1.5% per month from 
January 1, 2026 until the 
same is paid.

Bills may be viewed and 
paid online by going to the 
Tax Collector ‘s page on the 
Town of Kent website at 
www.townofkentct.gov.

The Tax Collector’s office 
will be open from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. on

Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday.

There is a red drop box 
next to the front door of the 
Town Hall for payments.

Payments  are  a l s o 
welcome through the mail 
at P. O. Box 311, Kent, 
Connecticut 06757.

Deborah Devaux CCMC
Tax Collector

12-18-25
01-08-26
01-22-26

NOTICE OF 
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

To enrolled members of 
the Democratic Party of the 
Town of North Canaan, CT.

Pursuant to the Rules 
of the Democratic Party 
and State election laws, you 
are hereby notified that 
a caucus will be held on: 
January 12th at 6:30 pm at 
North Canaan Town Hall to 
endorse candidates for the 
North Canaan Democratic 
Town Committee and to 
transact other business as 
may be proper to come 
before said Caucus. Dated 
at : North Canaan, CT. Date: 
December 31, 2025
North Canaan Democratic 

Town Committee Chair: 
Chris Jacques

01-08-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

T. MERRILL PRENTICE
Late of West Cornwall

(25-00508)
The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 18, 2025, ordered 
that all claims must be 

presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

 The fiduciary is:
Serena Lansing, CFTA
c/o Mary M Ackerly
Harris Beach Murtha 

Cullina PLLC, 782 Bantam 
Road, P.O. Box 815, Bantam, 
CT 06750

Megan M. Foley
Clerk

01-08-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

ROBERT A. REED
Late of Falls Village

(25-00394)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 16, 2025, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Melissa Reed
c/o Kevin F Nelligan
The Law Offices of Kevin 

F. Nelligan, LLC, 194 Ashley 
Fls Rd, PO Box 776, Canaan, 
CT 06018

Megan M. Foley
 Clerk

01-08-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

LISA M. KELLER
Late of Salisbury

(25-00468)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 2, 2025, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Robert Keller
c/o Michael Downes 

Lynch
Law Office of Michael 

D. Lynch, 106 Upper Main 
Street, P.O. Box 1776, 
Sharon, CT 06069

Megan M. Foley
 Clerk

01-08-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

MARY C. NEGRI
Late of North Canaan

(25-00449)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
December 2, 2025, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 

of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Mary Ellen Negri
c./o Linda M Patz
Drury, Patz & Citrin, LLP
7 Church Street, P.O. 

Box 101
 Canaan, CT 06018

Megan M Foley
 Clerk

01-08-26

REPUBLICAN CAUCUS
TUESDAY ,

JANUARY 13th
Notice is hereby given 

to all enrolled Republican 
electors of the Town of 
Salisbury that a Caucus 
will be held in the Salisbury 
Town Hall lower conference 
room TUESDAY, Jan.13, 
2026 at 4:00 PM.

The purpose being to allow 
electors to vote to endorse 
candidates for membership 
to the Salisbury Republican 
Town Committee (SRTC) 
for a two-year term of office 
from March 2026 to March 
2028 and to act on such other 
matters as may properly 
come before the Caucus.

All Salisbury registered 
Republicans are welcome to 
attend and vote to endorse 
candidates.

Thomas Morrison
SRTC Chair

01-08-26

TAX COLLECTOR
TOWN OF

SALISBURY CT
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to Sec 12-145 
of the Connecticut State 

Statutes, the taxpayers of the 
Town of Salisbury are hereby 
notified the third installment 
of the Grand List October 1, 
2024 is due and payable 
January 1, 2026. Pursuant 
to Section 12-71b of the 
Connecticut State Statutes, 
the Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle tax is due on January 
1, 2026. Payments must be 
received or postmarked by 
February 2, 2026. If said Real 
Estate, Personal Property 
and Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle taxes are not paid on 
or before February 2, 2026, 
interest at the rate of 1 % 
(18% per year) will be added 
for each month from the 
time when such tax becomes 
due and payable until paid. 
Minimum interest $2.00.

Mail to: Tax Collector, 
P.O. Box 338, Salisbury, 
CT 06068 or at Town Hall, 
27 Main Street, Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, 9am-
4pm (Closed for lunch 
12:30-1:30) or use the drop 
box located in the vestibule 
of the Town Hall or on side 
of building by parking area. 
Pay online www.salisburyct.
us. Click blue tab View/Pay 
Taxes. A fee is charged.

 Dated at Salisbury CT 
this 3rd day of December 
2025.

Jean F. Bell, CCMC
Tax Collector

Salisbury CT 06068
12-18-25
01-08-26
01-22-26
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Cornwall’s community 
shined year-round

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — � e past 
year was one of high spirits 
and strong connections in 
Cornwall.

January started on a sweet 
note with the annual New 
Year’s Day breakfast at the 
United Church of Christ’s 
Parish House. Volunteers 
served up fresh pancakes, 
sausage, juice, co� ee and real 
maple syrup. 

February brought a focus 
on housing, as legislators, 
local o�  cials and a� ordable 
housing advocates gathered 
on a cold morning Feb. 7 on 
Town Street to celebrate the 
launch of a regional a� ord-
able housing program. 

State Rep. Maria Horn, 
D-64, said, “What better than 
a cold, windy day to remind 
you of the importance of hav-
ing a warm home.” 

Two new homes were  
completed later in the year 
on Town Street, and the 
Cornwall Housing Corpora-
tion invited the community 
to an open house celebration. 

On the housing front, 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission also worked 
throughout 2025 to address  
regulations that may have 
been restricting new home 
construction in town.

In March, a heroic e� ort 
by bystanders likely saved 
the life of a driver in a one-
car accident on Route 7. � e 

car had struck a utility pole 
and was surrounded by live 
wires when nearby residents 
rushed to help.

“� e woman was pulled 
from the car with, by my es-
timate, 90 seconds to spare 
before the flames would 
have reached her,” said Kent 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief Alan Gawel.

Two of the responders, 
Niya Borst and Emil Ur-
banowicz, both students at 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, were recog-
nized in front of the student 
body. Borst said she and her 
aunt used a sledgehammer 
to break the rear window in 
an attempt to free the driver.

In April, Cornwall Con-
solidated School’s 7th graders 
completed a research project 
honoring Naomi Freeman, 
Cornwall’s � rst Black female 
landowner. As part of the 
project, a portion of Great 
Hollow Road was renamed 
for Freeman on an honorary 
basis.

In May, Cornwall held a 
powerful ceremony to honor 
local veterans of the Revolu-
tionary War and replaced 10 
refurbished grave markers in 
the cemetery on Route 4.

� e Village Green was the 
destination for summer fun 
with July Fest, Taste of Corn-
wall in August and the Agri-
cultural Fair in September.

Full version online 
at lakevillejournal.com

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

� e Cornwall Village Green was the destination for 
wholesome community fun in the summer of 2025.

Kent concludes productive 2025
By Alec Linden 

KENT — In 2025, Kent 
o�  cials and residents spent 
much of the year navigating 
zoning disputes, regional 
policy issues and leadership 
changes that kept Town Hall 
at the center of community 
life. 

� e year opened with 
heightened tensions when a 
local dispute on Stone Fenc-
es Lane brought a long-run-
ning, home-based pottery 
studio before the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. 

While some residents 
raised concerns about in-
creased vehicle tra�  c asso-
ciated with the operation, the 
commission ultimately reaf-
� rmed the town’s support for 
cottage industries and the lo-
cal arts community, bringing 
Alison Palmer Studios into 
zoning compliance in April 
through the approval of a 
conditioned special permit.

In the spring, the town 
released the results of a 

community survey on rec-
reational cannabis that had 
been circulated since Decem-
ber 2024. Sarah Chase, chair 
of the Cannabis Regulation 
Subcommittee, said the re-
sponses re� ected a commu-
nity that was “cautious but 
open-minded,” supportive of 
medical access, respectful of 
farming traditions, and fo-
cused on preserving Kent’s 
character.

� e survey guided both 
the development of zon-
ing regulations governing 

medical cannabis facilities 
and agricultural uses, and a 
ballot measure prohibiting 
the retail sale of recreational 
cannabis within town limits. 
Voters approved the ordi-
nance on the Nov. 4 general 
election ballot.

The warmer months 
brought Kent into a 
high-pro� le regional dis-
pute over wakesur� ng on 
Lake Waramaug. A� er un-
precedented turnout forced 
the postponement of a June 
vote, a proposed tri-town ban 

involving Kent, Washington, 
and Warren was approved 
decisively on July 31. 

In Kent, 83% of voters 
supported the ban, which 
is scheduled to take e� ect 
in February. An opposition 
group subsequently � led an 
appeal, which remains under 
legal review.

In the fall, a discovery 
shed light on Kent’s past. 
At Good Hill Cemetery, a 
weathered headstone bearing 
a partially faded inscription 
memorializing two Revolu-
tionary War–era sisters drew 
historians and puzzle-solvers 
eager to decipher its message. 

Meanwhile, in Emery 
Park, Parks and Recre-
ation Director Matt Busse 
partnered with the state 
archaeologist to survey the 
area for evidence of histor-
ic coal-worker settlements, 
uncovering a largely undoc-
umented chapter of the park’s 
rugged history.

Full version online 
at lakevillejournal.com

PHOTO BY DAVID CARLEY

An over� ow crowd packed Kent Town Hall June 27 for a 
scheduled vote on a proposed wakesur� ng ban on Lake 
Waramaug, prompting then–First Selectman Marty 
Lindenmayer to adjourn the meeting without a vote.

A year of quiet change, enduring spirit in Falls Village
By Patrick L. Sullivan 

FALLS VILLAGE — � e 
year 2025 saw some new fac-
es in town, starting with Liz 
and Howie Ives of the O�  
the Trail Cafe, who took over 
the town-owned space at 107 
Main St., formerly occupied 
by the Falls Village Cafe. 

As the name suggests, 
the café’s owners have made 
a point of welcoming Appa-
lachian Trail hikers, includ-
ing by collaborating with the 
Center on Main next door on 
an informal, trail-themed art 
project.

� e Center on Main also 
welcomed a new face in 2025, 
with Britta Sallik joining the 
organization as its commu-
nity connections manager.

Farther up Main Street, 
the David M. Hunt Library 
brought on Anna Pattison 
as its new assistant director 
and youth programming co-
ordinator. 

At the Congregation-

al Church, parishioners 
marked the end of an era 
as the Rev. Rich Reifsny-
der presided over his � nal 
service on Sunday, Oct. 12. 
Reifsnyder, who began his 
tenure in February 2018, 
said the position was initial-
ly intended to be short-term.
“A couple of Sundays here 
and there,” he said. “� en it 
sort of developed.”

In 2025, Hunt Library 
kept its calendar full with a 
wide range of well-attended 
programs, many of which 
spilled outdoors during the 
warmer months.  

Highlights included a 
cannoli-making workshop 
with Matthew Yanarella, 
who wisely took the some-
what messy demonstration 
outside. 

� e library also hosted a 
series of outdoor summer 
concerts, culminating in an 
entertaining and unexpected 
open mic night on Aug. 8.

Vehicles of all sorts � lled 

the downtown streets twice 
over the summer. � e Falls 
Village Car and Motorcycle 
Show on July 13 attracted 
more than 600 entries and 
more spectators than ever, 
according to organizer Judy 
Jacobs. 

And the vintage race car 
parade on Aug. 28 wound 
through Salisbury and 

Lakeville before � nishing 
in downtown Falls Village. 
Featured this year were vin-
tage vehicles from the early 
20th century, courtesy of the 
Rag Time Racers, a Califor-
nia-based group of race car 
enthusiasts specializing in 
very early vehicles. 

Full version online 
at lakevillejournal.com

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Brooke and Leo Martinez perform at the open mic 
night at Hunt Library in August, the last of a series 
of outdoor concerts at the library. 
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Worship Services
Week of January 11, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church 
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY, 

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House, 

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David 
 A reform Jewish Synagogue 
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with 
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd. 
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational 
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website 

sharoncongregationalchurch.org 
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am, 
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson,
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship 
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, January 11 at 10:30 a.m. 

For information, contact Jo Loi 
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception, 
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m.,

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am)

Mission Opportunities
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the 

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel

Lower River Road, West Cornwall
in person and on zoom

Warm fellowship following service
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas
Episcopal Church 

40 Leedsville Road
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study 

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United 
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Realtor® at Large
A wonderful way to get a sense 
of the history of Salisbury is to 
explore the oral transcripts that 
are available on the website 
of the Salisbury Association. 
They have taken the time to 
interview many people to 
preserve the town’s culture and 
their experiences in living here. 
I started with David C. Brazee, 
Lester (Oogie) Hoysradt, George 
Kiefer and Rod Lankler, and I 
found out all sorts of things that 
I never knew even growing up 
here. To start your exploration 
of what all these remarkable 
people have done to make the 
Town what it is today, please 
visit: salisburyassociation.org/
oral-history-project2/. 

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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Gerald Blakey
CORNWALL — A good 

man has passed. Gerald “Jer-
ry” Blakey, 89, of Cornwall, 
passed on Dec. 20, 2025.

He was predeceased by his 
parents Ernestine L. Blakey 
and Burt Blakey of West 
Cornwall, his brother Tom 
Blakey of Falls Village, and 
his daughter Karen B. Fisher 
of Cornwall.

He leaves his wife of 70 
years, Patricia “Pat” Blakey 
of Cornwall, his son Da-
vid M. Blakey of Cornwall 
Bridge, his daughter Lori B. 
Welles and her husband Da-
vid Welles of West Cornwall, 
his granddaughter Melissa 
B. Root of Terryville, great 
granddaughter Devyn Root 
of Terryville, and his niece 
Pam B. Hart and her husband 
Doug of Belencia, California, 
and  brother James Blakey of 
Florida.

Jerry graduated from 

HVRHS in 1954. He started 
dating Patricia “Pat” Blakey 
in high school, and they were 
married on Sept. 3, 1955.

� eir � rst challenge as 
newlyweds was hearing their 
new furniture had washed 
away in the � ood of 55!

A� er high school, Jerry 
began working at Housatonic 
Valley Rug Shop in Cornwall 
Bridge.

In 1979 he bought HVRS 
with his partner Ed Kennis-
ton. He retired in 2006.

Early on in his adult life he 
began getting involved in all 
things Cornwall. A member 
of the UCC in Cornwall, he 
served on numerous boards 
and committees there. Al-
ways ready to � x or fabri-
cate, clean or repair whatev-
er was needed. He served on 
the town’s P&Z committee, 
building committees and 
more, he was elected tax col-

Francis J. Schell
FALLS VILLAGE — 

Francis J. “Bosco” Schell of 
Falls Village passed 
away peacefully 
on Dec. 20, at East 
Mountain House 
in Lakeville sur-
rounded by mem-
bers of his family. 

Born in Kosice, 
Slovakia, in 1934 
to a family of land-
owners in their an-
cestral home, he 
came to the United States in 
1947 following the wreckage 
of the Second World War. 

He gained full schol-
arships to the Montclair 
Academy in New Jersey and 
to Williams College in Mas-
sachusetts before serving in 
the US Army in Germany. 

Soon a� er his return to 
New York City he began work 
at the Reader’s Digest where 
he would stay for his entire 
professional career, starting 
in Paris at the Internation-
al Edition, and returning to 
the US to create Families, and 
then on to leading the non-
US editions of the magazine, 
the International and global 
Condensed Books. 

He married Natalia Gort-
chacow in 1962, who pre-
deceased him in 1992, and 
Page Dickey in 2000. He was 
devoted to his family and 
children, and to the huge co-
hort of friends he kept, who 
shared his relentless joie de 
vivre, his love of gardens, 
music, parties, dancing and 
drama.

Bosco was deeply involved 
in charity work, becoming by 
family tradition a member of 
the Catholic Sovereign Order 
of Malta, where he reached 
the rank of Knight Grand 
Cross of Honor and Devo-
tion. He worked tirelessly to 
channel funds and medical 
equipment to his beloved 
Hungarians writhing under 
the Soviet yoke and then in 
aid of their successful quest 
for economic and political 
freedom. He headed the 

Hungarian Association of 
the Knights of Malta in Ex-

ile which led to the 
re-creation of the 
Hungarian Dele-
gation in Hungary. 

In his later 
years, he chaired 
the board of the 
David M. Hunt 
Library in Falls 
Village where he 
could be found 
raising funds by 

selling cuttings from his own 
greenhouse along with his 
legendary home-made jam.

Bosco’s two lifelong pas-
sions were gardening and 
music. Always an enthu-
siastic dabbler, retirement 
enabled him to attend the 
Brooklyn Botanical Gar-
dens where he earned his 
degree in horticulture in 
1997 before settling down 
with Page in her published 
garden at Duck Hill in North 
Salem, NY. � ey eventual-
ly moved to Falls Village in 
2015 where they established 
Church House and its gar-
den. He took great pride in 
its opening to the public and 
last gave a virtual tour of his 
greenhouse in 2021 to bene� t 
charity.

He is remembered by his 
loving wife Page, his two 
children Peter Schell and Ma-
rie-Elizabeth O�  erski and 
their spouses Blandine and 
Stefan, his four step-children 
Keith Dickey, Kim Dickey 
Ambrose, Scott Dickey and 
Jean Dickey Quaintance and 
their spouses Ally, Kirk, Ilia 
and Don, by his eight grand-
children Irène, Valentine, 
Anastasia, Paul, Frederic, 
Conrad, Gregor, and Olga 
and his six step-grand-chil-
dren Claire, Helen, Freddy, 
Charlie, Alex and Keala.

A funeral mass was held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Jan. 5, 2026, 
at St. Martin of Tours Church 
of St. Mary in Lakeville. Buri-
al followed at Sleep Hollow 
Cemetery in Tarrytown, New 
York. 

Joan Marie Wilbur
SHARON — Joan Marie 

Wilbur, 83, a seventy-two 
year resident of Sharon, 
died peacefully on Monday 
evening, Dec. 22, 2025, at 
Sharon Hospital in Sharon. 
Mrs. Wilbur had a forty-year 
career as a licensed practical 
nurse in Sharon, she began 
at Sharon Hospital and sub-
sequently worked for Dr. 
Brewer, Dr. Gott, Sharon 
Pediatrics, Dr. Rashko�  and 
ultimately � nished her career 
caring for patients at Sharon 
Health Care Center.

Born Jan. 2, 1942, in Col-
chester, Vermont, she was 
the daughter of the late Je-
rome and Catherine (Casey) 
Bushey. On Sept. 14, 1963, 
in Lakeville, Connecticut-
she married the love of her 
life, Edward Howard Wilbur, 
and their loving marriage 
spanned for over six decades. 
Mr. Wilbur survives at home 
in Sharon. Mrs. Wilbur en-
joyed playing golf, bowling, 
dancing, horses and caring 
for their beloved pets. She 
especially enjoyed spending 
time with her children and 
grandchildren, great grand-
children and friends. She will 
be dearly missed by all.

In addition to her hus-
band, Ed, Joan is survived 
by two children, Mark Wil-
bur of Deer Park, Texas and 

Michele Pastre and her hus-
band Scott of Sharon; three 
grandchildren, Benjamin 
Wilbur and his wife Janie 
of Deer Park, Texas, Colby 
Pastre and his wife Caro-
line of Washington, D.C. 
and Brittney Pastre and her 
husband Greg of Barrington, 
New Hampshire; three great 
grandchildren, Ila Rae Wil-
bur of Deer Park, Texas and 
Isabella and Ivy Godfrey of 
Barrington, New Hampshire; 
her brother, Jerry Bushey of 
North Canaan, and her sis-
ter, Mary Kruse and her hus-
band Bob of Florida, and two 
nephews, Chris Goddard of 
Florida and Paul Goddard of 
Massachusetts.

� ere will be no public fu-
neral service. Interment in 
the family niche at Hillside 
Cemetery in Sharon, will take 
place privately in the spring 
of 2026. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 
37 Park Avenue, Millerton, 
NY 12546. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105. To send 
an online condolence to the 
family, � owers to the fami-
ly or to plant a tree in Joan’s 
memory, please visit www.
conklinfuneralhome.com

Austin Howard Barney
SHARON — Austin How-

ard Barney—known simply 
as “Barney” to 
many, of Sharon, 
age 87, died on 
Dec. 23, a� er his 
heroic battle with 
the black breath, 
hanahaki disease, 
cooties, simian � u 
and feline leuke-
mia � nally came 
to an end.

Austin was 
born on July 26, 1938, son 
of Sylvester and Iva Barney.

He leaves behind an over-
whelming amount of junk—
sorry, treasures. If you’ve 
ever dreamed of owning a 
console TV roughly the size 
of a Buick, a soot-encrusted 
co� ee pot that hasn’t been 
properly cleaned since the 
Reagan administration or 
creatively bent hangers that 
he had hanging in his living 
room windows to dry clothes 
on, give us a call. Please wait 
for the appropriate, respect-
ful amount of time. Tomor-
row should be � ne.

Austin was frugal to the 
extreme; some may have 
called him “cheap,” but he 
preferred to think of himself 
as a pioneer in recycling—
decades before it was cool. 
His kitchen was home to a 
vast collection of cool whip 
and country crock contain-
ers. � e biggest challenge was 
� nding actual cool whip or 
butter in his refrigerator with 
all the containers of le� overs 
that looked the same. “Open 
at your own risk” was our 
motto.

He leaves behind a 
wonderfully dysfunctional 
family—a group he tolerat-
ed, loved and occasionally 
avoided.

Austin was world-re-
nowned for his lack of pa-
tience, grossly excessive ex-
treme sarcasm, not holding 
back his opinion and knack 
for telling you exactly how 
wrong you were. One of his 
favorite quotes was, “I was 
only wrong once in my life. 
I thought I made a mistake.”

He always preferred his 
own cooking to anyone 

else’s—and to be 
fair, it was actually 
pretty good.

Austin served 
proudly with the 
6th Marines in the 
United States Ma-
rine Corps from 
Feb. 10, 1958, 
through Feb. 9, 
1962. Semper Fi!

He was also a 
volunteer � reman for sev-
eral years, until he realized 
that sprinting in the opposite 
direction from � re was more 
aligned with his personal 
survival goals.

A natural mountain man, 
he ate things from the swamp 
that most people avoid and 
cooked on a wood stove for 
many years. He was an avid 
bird watcher and found joy 
in feeding all the animals that 
frequented his property.

He was predeceased by his 
brothers, Sylvester Barney, 
Louis Barney and his sister 
Shirley MacDougall.

He is survived by his 
daughters Darlene Hardzog, 
Margaret Gdovin (Mike); his 
son, Austin Barney Jr (Kate); 
his grandchildren, Savannah 
Hardzog, Jordan Gdovin, Vi-
olet Barney, Amethyst Bar-
ney and Austin Barney III; 
and his sister Anita Baird 
along with various other rela-
tives. You know who you are. 
He will be greatly missed.

� ere will be no viewing, 
as his children refused to 
comply with his request to 
be taxidermied and propped 
in the corner with a beer or 
a glass of scotch in his hand 
so guests could admire him 
in his natural state.

Services are pending and 
details will be shared at a lat-
er date.

In lieu of � owers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
American Red Cross in his 
memory.

Austin Barney has ap-
proved this message. Ap-
proval notwithstanding, it 
would have read the same.

lector. He was proud to serve 
in the Cornwall Fire Dept. 
Where there was a need, he 
found solutions.

Pat and Jerry volunteered 
at the Soup Kitchen in Tor-
rington and slept in the shel-
ter for Operation Over� ow, 
also in Torrington. Togeth-
er they started the medical 
equipment loan program out 
of the UCC. Volunteering 
100s of hours and traveling 
100s of miles delivering and 
picking up medical equip-
ment for those in need.

Jerry and Pat opened their 
garage a� er the tornado of ‘89 
and started the Blakey Family 
Restaurant to feed the town’s 
people and volunteers as the 
clean up continued. Jerry or-
ganized blood drives, built 
houses in Mexico through 
the La Casa Project, hosted 
tornado anniversary parties 
and so much more.

Jerry amassed numerous 
awards, citations and recog-
nitions for all he did. Each 
was carefully put away, not 
to be displayed, because it 
never was about those. As 
one friend said, Jerry didn’t 
know he did extraordinary 
things, it’s just what you’re 
supposed to do. He was tal-

ented, humble and generous. 
He loved the community and 
the people and always was 
there to help. He was a family 
man, caring for them up to 
the end.

Among the many awards 
he was particularly proud 
of his Public Service award 
from the State of Connecti-
cut in 2001, � e Connecti-
cut Conference, UCC Living 
Waters Award in 2015 and 
an honoree with Pat on � e 
HVRHS Alumni Wall of 
Honors 2023.

Anyone who ever met Jer-
ry would know that he was a 
man of many words and al-
ways a man of his word, he 
will be missed. 

� e family would like to 
thank his Smilow Cancer 
Hospital team in Torrington, 
Connecticut.

Services will be held on 
Jan. 10, 2026, at 1 p.m. at the 
UCC, Bolton Hill Road, in 
Cornwall. 

In lieu of � owers, dona-
tions can be made to Corn-
wall Volunteer Fire Dept. and 
EMS, American Cancer So-
ciety, or the UCC Cornwall 
capital improvement fund. 

� e Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements. 
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North Canaan faces  
a turning point

North Canaan needs to turn the page. The town 
entered a new chapter in November, not only 
with the election of a new first selectman, but 

with significant changes across Town Hall. Several key 
positions are now held by new faces, and the Town 
Clerk’s office is showing stability after a lengthy period 
of disruption.

For a small town, such turnover matters — and it 
helps explain why the handoff into the new year hasn’t 
been seamless.

Jesse Bunce took office after a razor-thin election 
and a challenging transition, marked by technology 
issues, operational delays, and a disrupted payroll. 
These issues were real, but they’ve been addressed. 
With those behind them, the town is now looking 
ahead to the work that remains.

Bunce brings a background in infrastructure, 
equipment and cost estimation, honed through years 
running a local excavation business. His practical 
experience aligns with many of North Canaan’s most 
pressing needs. In a town with a limited tax base, 
deferred maintenance and aging public assets are not 
abstract policy concerns — they are real issues that 
require careful planning and disciplined spending.

He emphasizes a straightforward governing 
approach: prioritizing what’s best for the town and 
encouraging collaboration over division. If he can 
successfully implement this approach, it could provide 
a solid foundation for the work ahead.

Former First Selectman Brian Ohler, who remains 
on the Board of Selectmen after his narrow defeat, has 
shown grace and a clear willingness to contribute to 
the town’s future. His commitment to collaboration 
and professionalism sets an important example as the 
town transitions. Ohler’s work over the years has laid 
a foundation of service, and his willingness to work 
alongside Bunce offers a model for positive, unified 
governance.

Turning the page doesn’t mean ignoring problems 
or lowering expectations. Residents deserve reliable 
operations, functional systems, and accountability 
from Town Hall.

But it does mean recognizing that progress will 
depend on cooperation and goodwill — not just 
from elected officials, but from staff, volunteers and 
residents alike.

The challenges ahead are ones the community faces 
together: improving roads and bridges, addressing 
deteriorating town assets, supporting children and 
working families and managing costs to keep North 
Canaan affordable.

The town has experienced a period of change. The 
next two years should be defined not by transition 
issues, but by measurable progress.

Sharon Hospital addresses ambulance services

Reality contrasts with 
the spirit of the season

Dems look to 2026 
election cycle

Recent public discussion 
regarding paramedic services 
in the Sharon community has 
understandably raised con-
cerns. As such, we welcome 
the opportunity to clarify the 
facts and, more important-
ly, to reassure residents that 
emergency medical services 
in Sharon are not only con-
tinuing but strengthening.

Sharon Hospital is now 
part of Northwell Health, 
the largest health system in 
the Northeast, with exten-
sive emergency transport 
and EMS capabilities across 
western Connecticut and 
the Hudson Valley. As part 
of this system, Sharon Hospi-
tal is supported by a licensed 
and experienced paramedic 
program already operating in 
the Danbury and New Mil-
ford region, with the ability 
to extend those services to 
appropriately support the 
Sharon community.

Effective Jan. 1, 2026, Sha-
ron Hospital will ensure 24/7 
emergency medical coverage 
for the community. This in-
cludes support for emergency 
response, interfacility trans-
port and critical care needs, 
backed by the depth, redun-
dancy, and clinical oversight 
of a larger health system. 
These capabilities are not the-
oretical — they are already 
in place and functioning suc-
cessfully across our region.

Some commentary has 
focused on the hospital’s de-
cision not to continue spon-
soring Northern Dutchess 
Paramedics (NDP). It is 
important to note that NDP 
was acquired in October by 
Empress Ambulance Service, 
a private, for-profit, out-of-
state organization. We rec-
ognize that the change in 
sponsorship may disrupt 
NDP’s business interests in 
the Sharon community, yet 
it does not represent a loss of 
emergency medical services 
for residents who rely on us 
for care.  

We want to be clear: no 
EMS services are being elim-
inated, and no gaps in cov-
erage are anticipated. Our 
responsibility is to ensure 
safe, reliable, and compliant 
emergency care for our pa-
tients and our community, 
and our current plan does 
exactly that.

Change can bring uncer-
tainty, and we recognize the 
importance of open com-
munication. Sharon Hos-
pital remains committed to 
transparency, collaboration 
with local EMS partners, 
and continued engagement 
with community leaders and 
residents. We invite you to a 
Town Hall on Thursday, Jan. 
8 from 5 to 6 p.m. in the cafe-
teria at Sharon Hospital to an-
swer any questions you may 

have. Please RSVP to Griffin.
Cooper@nuvancehealth.org.

Our focus remains where 
it belongs: on delivering 
high-quality, dependable 
emergency medical care to 

the people of Sharon and sur-
rounding towns, today and 
into the future.

Christina McCulloch
President, Sharon Hospital

Sharon

This time of year is nos-
talgic and beautiful with the 
Christmas lights and decora-
tions. The cold reality of what 
is going on in our country 
brings all those feelings to 
an abrupt halt. 

Now King Trump is pub-
licly stating that Somalians 
are ruining our country and 
have been for years. There 
are not enough Somalian 
people in the United States 
to ruin anything. I wonder 
if he was thinking about that 
during his “Great Gatsby” 
party? Or if he thought about 
how many people would go 
hungry without their SNAP 
benefits? His answer is to any 
criticism is to post a picture 
of himself with a crown on 
his head, in a plane, dropping 
fecal bombs on the Ameri-
can people That says exactly 
what Teflon Don thinks of 
our country.

Donnie is making mil-
lions building his hotels all 
over the world and defend-
ing (lying for) the Saudi Ara-
bian leader Mohammed bin 
Salman, who approved the 

murder of Jamal Khashog-
gi. What does he get in re-
turn? An arms deal, building 
Trump hotels, maybe oil, all 
of the above and probably 
things we don’t know about.

Why is everyone sur-
prised about Trump’s reluc-
tance to release the Epstein 
files? Or that Ghislaine Max-
well was moved to a better 
facility — a child predator, 
as evil as her partner Jeffrey 
Epstein. I don’t think there 
is any person who doesn’t 
know about Trump’s friend-
ship with the lovely couple. 
Trump’s infamous reputa-
tion with women speaks for 
itself.

King Trump’s policies, or 
lack thereof, are dangerous, 
debilitating, self-promoting, 
and corrupt. His sycophants, 
also known as his cabinet are 
as incompetent, mercenary 
and narcissistic as he is.

We still have a long way to 
go before King Trump is out 
of office so to all I say “Merry 
Christmas” and God help us!

Gretchen Gordon
Sharon

The Northwest Corner 
which usually remains quiet 
and out of the mind of the 
rest of Connecticut is shaping 
up to host some of the most 
intense political races in the 
state. 

Democrats are poised to 
take the state senate seat that 
has been held by Stephen 
Harding who is the leader of 
the minority party in the state 
legislature. Jahana Hayes who 
has been our Representative 
in congress faces heavy winds 
in a district which doesn’t al-
ways go to Democrats and one 
of the areas Republicans have 
made gains within the state. 

In 2024 we saw Represen-
tative Jahana Hayes win 53.4% 
to George Logan’s 46.6%. Yes 
that is a 6.8% margin but at 
the end of the day that is still 
a tight race for a state that 
trends heavily blue and hasn’t 
had a Republican in the Gov-
ernor’s mansion since 2011. 

Litchfield county is one of 
two counties in the state of 
Connecticut that has gone to 

a Republican president for the 
last three presidential cycles 
and is a very possible pickup 
for Republicans in 2026 when 
Democrats are focused on 
battle ground states. 

Jahana Hayes may not be 
in her seat with several Re-
publicans announcing their 
bid for the Republican nom-
ination and one independent 
candidate which lays a hard 
race with narrow margins. 
Salisbury and other towns in 
the Northwest Corner who 
have strong Democratic Town 
Committees have gone off to 
the races to mitigate and help 
Democrats gain instead of lose 
seats with Salisbury holding 
delegate elections the week 
of the 17th of January for the 
Democratic state convention 
of 2026 and 2028. Salisbury 
is shaping to be a leader in a 
race that would otherwise be 
quiet but not in 2026 with a 
lot of political decisions being 
decided by Litchfield county.  

Kip Carter
Salisbury

125 years ago —  
January 1901

CHAPINVILLE — Mr. 
Charles Kilmer and fami-
ly are moving this week to 
East Canaan in Mrs. Brinton’s 
house. He will work for Mr. 
Canfield.

The new directories of the 
Sharon Telephone Company 
have been issued.

The Holley M’f ’g factory 
started up work Wednesday 
morning after a week’s shut 
down for inventory and va-
cation.

100 years ago —  
January 1926

A telephone has been in-
stalled at the home of George 
Doty on the Factory Street 
road.

It is understood that the 
New York Central railroad 
has made an offer to the 
New York, New Haven and 
Hartford railroad for some 
of its lines and among those 
included is the Central New 
England division with its 
branches.

The cold snap of this morn-
ing has rendered the ice excel-
lent for skating and the new 
rink of the skating club will be 
illuminated by electric lights 
for the first time tonight.

 
50 years ago — January 

1976
Several hundred mallard 

ducks died on or near Lake 

Wononscopomuc in Lakev-
ille Saturday or Sunday as the 
result of eating moldy grain 
or bread. 

Northwest Corner towns 
are doing the right thing in 
banding together to share 
solid waste disposal facil-
ities and possibly to seek a 
temporary regional landfill, 
Connecticut Resources Re-
covery Authority President 
Richard Chase asserted this 
week.

Lake Wononscopomuc in 
Lakeville officially froze over 
Monday morning, according 
to George Milmine, who has 
kept records of the “ice-in” 
on the lake for many years. 

25 years ago — January 
2001

The first baby to be born at 
Sharon Hospital in 2001 is Av-
ery Harshberger, who made 
her appearance at 8:21 a.m. 
Jan. 2. Weighing in at 8 lbs. 
13 oz. she is the daughter of 
Emily and Jonah Harshberger 
of Great Barrington, Mass.

It’s all water under the 
bridge at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School where 
problems with a well kept the 
school closed for two days 
prior to the winter vacation. 

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping the 
original wording intact as pos-
sible.



A7A7

INVITATION TO BID: 
Sharon Housing Trust
Single-Family Residence
160 Silver Lake Shore Rd Sharon, CT 06069

SITE VISITS: January 12-19, 2026
QUESTIONS DUE: January 19, 2026
BID DUE: February 13, 2026
ANTICIPATED START DATE: April 1, 2026
ITB CONTACT: Christine Gray, AIA
              christine@cgarch.com

DESCRIPTION:  
The Sharon Housing Trust, an organization 
dedicated to increasing the availability of 
affordable housing in Sharon, CT, is soliciting 
bids to construct a new single-family 
residence at 160 Silver Lake Shore Rd. 
The scope of work includes:
• Demolition of an existing cottage
• Construction of the new building
• Drilling a well and connecting  

to existing septic tank
• Installation of a gravel driveway and 

parking area
• Grading the site for drainage 

The proposed house is an approximately 
1,350 square-foot, 2-story stick-framed 
structure with truss roof and poured 
concrete crawl-space foundation. 
The house site is a pre-existing, 
nonconforming lot in the RR zone, but 
building in the existing footprint will be 
allowed; the lot is located in the Wetlands 
Upland Review area.

Budget is an important consideration 
for this project. The attached scope of 
work describes materials and systems that 

have been selected to keep construction 
straightforward and cost-effective, and to 
avoid delays during construction. 

We are hoping to begin construction 
by April 1, 2026, with an estimated 
completion date of December 31, 2026. 
We are accepting bids that are  
fixed price, with limited allowance  
for time and materials. 
Information on the full scope of work is 
available. We look forward to reviewing 
your proposal.
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Housing, healthcare, 
conservation took center 
stage in Sharon last year

By Alec Linden

SHARON — Housing 
remained at the center of 
Sharon’s public discourse 
throughout the year.

The year began with the 
Sharon Housing Trust an-
nouncing the acquisition of 
a parcel in the Silver Lake 
Shores neighborhood to be 
developed as a new afford-
able homeownership oppor-
tunity. 

Later in January, in a 
separate initiative, the trust 
revealed it had secured a $1 
million preliminary funding 
commitment from the state 
Department of Housing to 
advance plans for an afford-
able housing “campus” on 
Gay Street.

That commitment was 
later doubled by the state, 
allowing the trust to break 
ground in September on a 
project that will renovate 
the long-defunct Commu-
nity Center — once a Ma-
sonic Temple — into four 
additional affordable units. 
Those apartments will join 
six already occupied units in 
adjacent buildings, creating 
a unified, 10-unit develop-
ment. The project cleared its 
final local hurdle in Novem-
ber, receiving approvals from 
both the Zoning Commis-
sion and the Historic District 
Commission.

Alongside those efforts, a 
more contentious proposal 
dominated Planning and 
Zoning Commission agen-

das during the first half of 
the year. A condominium 
development proposed near 
Sharon Hospital drew sup-
port from residents who fa-
vor a more diverse housing 
mix, while neighbors raised 
concerns about potential im-
pacts on property values and 
quality of life.

The project, proposed 
by Gold Dog LLC, a private 
development company, was 
approved in August follow-
ing months of heated public 
hearings. 

That decision, however, 
has since been appealed by 
opponents, ensuring that 
housing will remain an on-
going issue.

Full version online 
at lakevillejournal.com

OBITUARIES
Lana Audrey Anguin

AMENIA — Lana Au-
drey Anguin, 80, a lifelong 
area resident, died 
peacefully on Sun-
day, Dec. 28, 2025, 
at St. Vincent’s 
Medical Center in 
Bridgeport. Lana 
dedicated nearly 
twenty-five years 
of her life to the 
Town of Amenia 
where she was the 
secretary and administra-
tive assistant to the Amenia 
Town Supervisor from 1988 
to 2012. She also worked 
closely with the Town of 
Amenia Planning Board and 
the Zoning Board of Appeals 
overseeing project adminis-
tration for many years. Lana 
also worked at the Wassaic 
Developmental Center in the 
late 60’s and early 70’s in the 
recreation department and 
she worked part time for the 
Red Hen Sign Co. in Amenia.

Born Nov. 16, 1945, in 
Sharon, she was the daughter 
of the late Stanley and Edith 
(Brothers)Anguin. Lana 
was a graduate of Webutuck 
High School and attended 
Dutchess Community Col-
lege. On Dec. 1, 1973, in Sha-
ron, she married Heyward 
“Woody” Cary Cohen. Mr. 

Cohen died on Aug. 1, 2014. 
For many years Lana was 

a Girl Scout Lead-
er for Troop 19 in 
Amenia and taught 
arts and crafts 
during summer 
recess. She was a 
devoted caregiver 
to her mother and 
father for many 
years and was an 
avid animal lover. 

She adored cats and dogs and 
was a proud supporter of the 
Pet & Wildlife Fund. In her 
spare time, she enjoyed trav-
eling abroad, theater perfor-
mances, cooking and baking 
and watching television, a 
good cup of coffee, going out 
to restaurants and watching 
movies at The Moviehouse in 
Millerton with her daughter. 
She will be dearly missed by 
her loving family and many 
friends.

Lana is survived by her 
daughter, Rebecca An-
guin-Cohen and her com-
panion George Kormendi of 
New York, New York and her 
sister, Donna Bavis of Rhine-
beck, New York. Lana will be 
lovingly remembered by her 
niece, Jennifer Segelken and 
her husband Michael of Mil-
lerton, New York, her nieces 

For more obituaries, see Page A5
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Local officials join Richard Baumann, far left, president of the Sharon Housing 
Trust, as they break ground in October at 99 North Main St., the former commu-
nity center that will be converted into four new affordable rental units.

Community, change shaped 
North Canaan in 2025

By Riley Klein

NORTH CANAAN — 
Last year was marked by sev-
eral significant news events 
in North Canaan.

In January, the town hon-
ored Bunny McGuire for 
her decades of service to the 
community with the naming 
of a park in her honor. Part of 
Lawrence Field, the pavilion, 
playground and dog park on 
Main Street later received 
new signage to designate the 
area Bunny McGuire Park.

In February, Town Clerk 
Jean Jacquier stopped re-
porting to work amid a legal 
dispute, triggering months 
of uncertainty at Town Hall. 
Her prolonged absence be-
came the focus of multiple 
court cases, heightened polit-
ical tensions in town, and fu-
eled debate in the lead-up to 
the municipal election. Fol-
lowing the election, Jacquier 
returned to her position and 
served through the remain-
der of her duly elected term.

In April, North Canaan 
Elementary School marked 
the 35th anniversary of 
its Arbor Day celebration, 
alongside the 55th anniver-
sary of Earth Day, with the 
planting of a chinkapin oak 
as the newest addition to the 
school’s arboretum.

In May, the Becton, Dick-
inson and Company facility 
in North Canaan was evac-
uated after a hazmat scare. 
An employee identified a 
suspicious package, which 
resulted in a lock down and 
about 300 employees entered 
decontamination protocol, 
requiring them to leave 
clothing behind and show-
er before going home. The 

FBI transported the package 
from the facility to the state 
laboratory in Rocky Hill and 
all testing for active agents 
came back negative.

Memorial Day brought 
the community into town for 
a day of remembrance. The 
parade marched from Town 
Hall to the Doughboy statue, 
where residents gathered to 
pay respects to fallen mem-
bers of the armed services. 

Town commissions ap-
proved the construction of a 

new Dunkin’ location across 
from the Stop & Shop plaza 
on Main Street. The pro-
posal calls for a roughly 
2,000-square-foot rectan-
gular building with 16 park-
ing spaces and a drive-thru. 
Once the new site opens, the 
existing Dunkin’ inside the 
nearby gas station will close. 

Railroad Days rolled into 
North Canaan in a new for-
mat this year. 

Full version online 
at lakevillejournal.com

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Bunny McGuire cuts the ribbon on the park that bears 
her name, surrounded by loved ones.

Charles Henry Staats
FALLS VILLAGE —  

Charles Henry Staats, of 
Falls Village, Con-
necticut, passed 
away on Dec. 22, 
2025, at Memori-
al Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center in 
New York City, 
with his beloved 
wife and children 
by his side.

Charlie was 
born on May 16, 
1939, in Ghent, New York, 
to Henry and Julia Staats. 
The eldest of six children, he 
naturally became someone 
others leaned on. He carried 
a quiet strength, steadiness, 
and calm that defined him 

OUR TOWNS

Elaine Whalen and Audrey 
Bavis and her nephew, Peter 
Bavis and her great neph-
ews, Christopher and Tyler 
Segelken, and great nieces, 
Kirsten Mitchell and Emily 
Whalen. In addition to her 
parents and husband, Lana 
was also predeceased by her 
sister, Elaide Gahn of East 
Corinth, Vermont.

Calling hours will be held 
on Friday, Jan. 9, 2026, from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 
37 Park Avenue, Millerton, 
NY 12546. A time of sharing 
memories and reflections of 
Lana’s life will begin at 6:30 
p.m. at the funeral home. 
Pastor William Mayhew 
will officiate. Burial will take 
place privately on Saturday, 
Jan. 10, 2026, at Evergreen 
Cemetery in Pine Plains, NY. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Scott D. 
Conklin Funeral Home, 37 
Park Avenue, Millerton, NY. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to Dutchess County 
SPCA, 636 Violet Ave., Hyde 
Park, NY, 12538. To send a 
condolence to the family, 
flowers to the service or to 
plant a tree in Lana’s mem-
ory, please visit www.conk-
linfuneralhome.com

throughout his life.
Charlie devoted 32 years 

of his career to the 
State of Connecti-
cut Department 
of Transportation, 
where he was 
known to most 
“Chuck”, before 
retiring and be-
ginning a second 
chapter as a con-
sulting engineer, 
working on road 

and bridge construction 
projects. Falls Village was his 
home for more than 50 years, 
and he cared deeply about 
the town and its people. He 
served as First Selectman and 
was a proud member of the 
Falls Village Volunteer Fire 
Department. His commit-
ment to his community was 
further exemplified through 
his service in the Connecti-
cut Army National Guard, 
where he earned the rank of 
Staff Sergeant.  

A quiet man with strong 
principles, Charlie’s integrity 
spoke louder than words. He 
treasured time with his fam-
ily and close friends, finding 
his greatest happiness in the 
simple joy of being togeth-
er on his back deck. He was 
generous in ways both seen 
and unseen, quietly help-
ing others and putting their 
needs before his own. He ap-
proached everything he did 
with care, humility, and a 
strong sense of responsibility.

Charlie is survived by his 
wife of 40 years, Carol Staats, 
his partner in life and love. 
He leaves behind his daugh-

ter, Catherine (Cady) Stone, 
her husband, Peter, and 
their children, Luke, Grace, 
and Nicholas, of Bronxville, 
New York; and his son, Ma-
jor Charles (Chip) Staats, 
his wife, Christian, and their 
children, Charles (Owen) 
and Margaret (Maggie), of 
Auburn, Alabama. Being 
called Grandpa and Papa was 
one of Charlie’s greatest joys, 
and his love for his grand-
children was boundless.

He is also survived by his 
sister, Nancy DeYoe, and her 
husband, Wayne; his sister, 
Judith Gregory; and his 
brother, John Staats, and his 
wife, Paula, along with many 
nieces and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his parents 
and by his sisters, Kathy Ken-
nedy and Joan LeBrecque.

Calling hours will be held 
on Friday, Jan. 9, 2026, from 
4 to 8 p.m. at Newkirk-Palm-
er Funeral Home in North 
Canaan, Connecticut. Fu-
neral services will take place 
on Saturday, Jan.10, 2026, at 
11 a.m. at St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church in Lakeville, Con-
necticut. Memorial contri-
butions may be made in his 
memory to All Falls Village 
(allfallsvillage.org), P.O. Box 
61, Falls Village, CT 06031, 
or TradesUp.org, P.O. Box 
846, Kent, CT 06757.

Charlie will be remem-
bered for his kindness, un-
wavering integrity, and for 
always being there when it 
mattered most. His presence 
will be deeply missed, and his 
legacy will live on in the lives 
he touched every day.

TLC offers 
winter 
courses

LAKEVILLE — Win-
ter classes begin Jan. 12 at 
Taconic Learning Center, a 
nonprofit membership orga-
nization providing lifelong 
learning opportunities in the 
Northwest Corner. 

Annual membership dues 
of $60 per person are fully 
tax-deductible. There are no 
other set fees. Individuals 
may sign up for any number 
of courses. Classes lasting 
two hours are held once a 
week at one of three venues.

Full class list with days, 
times and instructors avail-
able online at lakevillejour-
nal.com. Visit taconiclearn-
ingcenter.org for more info.

BRIEFS
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2025–2026 Winter Exhibition
On view thru 3/14, Thurs-Sun, 12-5PM
11 artists in a 7 story grain mill

wassaicproject.org

2025–2026 Winter Exhibition
On view thru 3/14, Thurs-Sun, 12-5PM
11 artists in a 7 story grain mill

wassaicproject.org

2025–2026 Winter Exhibition
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11 artists in a 7 story grain mill
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Hydrilla
Continued from Page A1

lies on the south slope of 
Mount Frissell at the border 
with Massachusetts.) 

It was Blumert’s first hike 
up Bear in several years. As 
he gazed at the Twin Lakes 
shimmering below, he said 
to himself, “I love this 
mountain. I’m going to do 
this once a week.” 

He grew to love the hike 
so much that after a year he 
doubled it to twice a week. 
Since then, Blumert has 
stuck to his weekly ritual 
with only occasional paus-
es for out-of-state trips or 
illness, along with one 13-
week stretch when a pulled 
ligament in his pelvis plant-
ed him on the couch. 

He knows the 2.9-mile 
route intimately, from the 
Undermountain trailhead 
off Route 41 to the intersec-
tion with the Appalachian 
Trail and on to the summit. 
In his sojourns, he has seen 
porcupines, deer, a timber 
rattler, a pair of copulating 
copperheads (“Or maybe 
they were milk snakes; I 
didn’t interrupt them to find 
out”), owls and redtail hawks 
— yet not a single bear. 

Soon after he began hik-
ing Bear regularly, Blumert 
made another vow: He 
would be cheerful and 
friendly to every hiker he 
met on the mountain. “I’ve 
developed trail friendships 
with 20 to 30 people,” he 
said. 

One of them is Collins-
ville resident Trish Walter, 
who became a regular hiking 

buddy and has now climbed 
the mountain with Blumert 
about 70 times over the past 
five years. 

Walter and her friend, 
Linda Huebner, of Halifax, 
Vermont, joined Blumert for 
his milestone hike on New 
Year’s Day. With 4 inches of 
snow having fallen the night 
before, they set off shortly 
after noon and reached the 
top just before 3 p.m. The 
trek back down took half 
that time. 

Aside from the blustery 
wind approaching the sum-
mit, they enjoyed a spectac-
ular day of bright sunshine 
and blue skies. 

The weather hasn’t al-
ways been so cooperative. 
Blumert was once nearly 
struck by lightning on the 
upper ridge. And in Septem-
ber, he hiked down in what 
he described as a tornado. 

“It came right down 
Undermountain Trail,” he 
noted. “Trees were swish-
ing back and forth. Branch-
es were flying everywhere. 
There was grape-sized hail. 
It was scary.” 

Now that he has reached 
his goal, Blumert plans to 
cut back to one hike of Bear 
each week. That will free 
time for other climbs in the 
area, a recumbent bicycle he 
has bought, and yet another 
mountaineering goal. 

“I want to complete the 
4,000-footers in New Hamp-
shire,” Blumert said. “There 
are 48 of them, and I’ve done 
23.” 

in helping form the alliance 
and for seeing an opportunity 
to expand the protection of 
Massachusetts farmland by 
including two large, ecolog-
ically significant parcels just 
over the state line in Con-
necticut.

Orlando was quick to de-
flect praise.

“This is about all the vol-
unteers and the committees 
of those eight organizations,” 
she said. “There is no way 
that I could have done what 
I did without these partners. 
It is really everybody’s time, 
energy and effort — and their 
networking — that makes all 
of this possible.”

Bogle and the Salisbury 
parcels

Equally essential to the 
project’s success, HVA lead-
ers said, was the work of 
Bogle, who helped bring 
together private donors and 
shepherd critical land deals 
in Salisbury at a pivotal mo-
ment.

Bogle was honored for his 
role in securing 560 acres of 
vulnerable and highly visi-
ble properties — Tom’s Hill 
and Miles Mountain — that 
anchor the Connecticut side 
of the Cooper Hill landscape.

Leaders of the Salisbury 
Association Land Trust said 
Bogle’s behind-the-scenes 
work helped make the proj-
ect feasible at a critical mo-

ment, as development pres-
sure mounted and funding 
timelines tightened.

“Grant understood both 
the urgency and the oppor-
tunity,” said Lisa Pastore, 
executive director of the 
Salisbury Association Land 
Trust, which helped secure 
public and private funding 
for the Tom’s Hill acquisition. 
“By bringing private donors 
to the table early, he helped 
create the momentum that 
allowed public and philan-
thropic funding to follow,” 
she said. 

Working alongside two 
groups of private donors, 
Bogle helped assemble pledg-
es and negotiate purchases 
while the Salisbury Associ-
ation Land Trust pursued 
state, federal and additional 
private funding.

Tom’s Hill, nearly 300 
acres overlooking East Twin 
Lake, is now permanently 
protected. Miles Mountain, 
another key parcel, is slated 
for conservation ownership 
in 2026.

For Bogle, the impact goes 
well beyond individual prop-
erties.

“What makes Tom’s Hill 
and Miles Mountain so im-
portant is how visible they 
are to the community,” Bogle 
said. “When people look up 
and know that land is pro-
tected — not just for today, 
but permanently — it chang-
es how you think about Salis-
bury and its future.”

“I think it is tremendous 
for the watershed,” he said. 
“There’s a lot more that we are 
thinking about and able to 
do now, and it wouldn’t have 
happened without the Shef-

field Land Trust and HVA.”
HVA Executive Director 

Tim Abbott said Bogle’s work 
exemplified the spirit of the 
Follow the Forest initiative, 
which seeks to protect a con-
tinuous woodland corridor 
stretching from the Housa-
tonic Valley through eastern 
New York and north to Ver-
mont and Canada.

“Although HVA is defined 
by a watershed, we are not 
limited by it,” Abbott said. 
“We are also interested in all 
the organizations we work 
with who care deeply about 
helping achieve great, lasting 
conservation.”

The Follow the Forest 
collaborative now includes 
more than 50 organizations 
working across municipal 

and state boundaries — an 
approach that HVA leaders 
say is increasingly critical as 
development pressure and 
climate change reshape the 
region.

Honoring a lifetime of 
leadership

Also recognized during 
the evening was Rebecca 
Neary, president of the War-
ren Land Trust and a long-
time HVA board member, 
who received the Charles 
Downing Lay Environmen-
tal Leadership Award.

Named for HVA’s found-
er, the award honors an in-
dividual whose influence on 
conservation in the region 
is both broad and enduring.

“It’s a lifetime achieve-
ment superhero award,” 

Abbott said, “and Rebecca 
Neary, an indomitable cham-
pion of community-based 
and strategic land conserva-
tion, embodies that spirit and 
depth of impact.”

Neary said HVA’s empha-
sis on collaboration has re-
shaped how local land trusts 
approach their work.

“HVA has been instru-
mental in getting all of us to 
think more collaboratively 
with one another because 
we are in service of the same 
mission,” she said. “That is 
HVA’s overarching vision, 
and what it works diligently 
with its incredible team to 
achieve. It’s my great honor to 
be a part of that organization 
and to serve this incredible 
cause.”  

A strategic pivot in 2025: 
earlier, sustained, 
whole-bay dosing

Drawing on lessons from 
earlier seasons, TLA leaders 
and limnologists adjust-
ed their approach in 2025. 
Instead of reactive, site-by-
site responses, the associa-
tion began the season with 
a planned, sustained dosing 
of the northeast cove of East 
Twin Lake and the lake’s full 
littoral zone beginning in 
late May, maintaining low, 
permitted concentrations of 
the systemic herbicide fluori-
done throughout the growing 
season.

Operationally the work 
involved close tracking of 
application tracks, repeated 
water sampling to confirm 
target concentrations, and 
diver-assisted surveys in 
deeper water to find any re-
maining pockets.
The payoff: hydrilla faded 

in 2025
By mid-summer and into 

early August, field surveys 
and association updates re-
ported a dramatic decline 
in visible hydrilla within the 
lake.

At the TLA’s annual Au-
gust meeting, association 
leaders described the season 
as “the first good news we’ve 
had in three years,” while 
cautioning that the victory is 
fragile and requires contin-
ued monitoring and rapid re-
sponse to any new fragments 
or regrowth.

At the annual meeting, it 
was announced that the final 
two planned applications of 
the herbicide Sonar would 
not be needed. The slow-re-
lease pellets currently in the 
water are expected to remain 
effective, reaching the target 
duration of 120 days.

TLA officials reported that 
East Twin Lake is closer than 
ever to achieving a function-
al eradication of the invasive 
plant infestations. 

They emphasized, how-

ever, that this progress has 
been made possible through 
continued funding, permit-
ting, and close coordination 
with state partners. The suc-
cess of this effort could also 
provide valuable insights for 
addressing similar challenges 
in other lakes affected by the 
Connecticut River strain.
Why this year’s approach 

mattered
Several elements distin-

guished the 2025 season: an 
earlier start to herbicide ap-
plications, sustained low-lev-
el dosing, frequent monitor-
ing, and data-driven coordi-
nation among the TLA, its 
limnologist, state and federal 
agencies, and contractors.

The payoff came at a price: 
three years of repeated in-
terventions had driven lake 
management expenses sharp-
ly higher, and the 2025 season 
required continued fundrais-
ing and justification to town 
and state stakeholders. 

The wider use of her-
bicides in waterways re-
mains controversial in some 
quarters, and TLA officials 
stressed that the treatments 
used in East Twin were done 
under state permits with 
scientific oversight — and 
that results would be shared 
cautiously as case studies for 
other affected lakes.

What comes next 
TLA and partners made 

clear the 2025 results are 
cause for cautious optimism, 
not celebration.

 The next steps include 
diver-assisted surveys of 
deepwater areas to check 
for any surviving turions 
or isolated plants; contin-
ued low-level surveillance 
and rapid spot treatment to 
snuff out any reappearance 
and sharing methodologies, 
and monitoring data with 
neighboring lake groups 
and state programs to refine 
best practices for tackling the 
Connecticut River strain.

The lake association’s 
Fall newsletter reported that 
while treatment costs are 
expected to be moderate in 
2026, “the heightened level 
of surveillance will continue.” 
The TLA predicted $400,000 
will be spent on lake manage-
ment next year.

By the end of 2025, what 
began as an emergency dis-
covery in East Twin in 2023 
had evolved into a test case 
for a new, more intentional 
treatment model. The TLA 
and its partners achieved the 
first season in which hydrilla 
substantially receded in the 
lake — a breakthrough that 
shows the combination of 
early action, sustained dosing 
and disciplined monitoring 
can work against this partic-
ularly aggressive strain.

That success, however, 
comes with an explicit rider: 
vigilance, funding and sci-
ence-backed management 
must continue if the Twin 
Lakes are to remain hydril-
la-free. 

Timeline:  
The path  
to hydrilla’s 
downfall

2023
Suspicious aquatic 

growth is observed in 
East Twin near the ma-
rina. Samples are taken 
and sent for analysis 
amid growing concern 
from lake users.

Hydrilla is formally 
confirmed in East Twin 
Lake and identified as 
the aggressive Con-
necticut River strain. 
Emergency response 
begins: diver surveys, 
hand harvesting, frag-
ment barriers and initial 
herbicide treatments.

Officials warn erad-
ication will require a 
multi-year effort.

2024
Continued monitor-

ing and spot treatment 
limits spread but fails 
to eliminate hydrilla. 
The plant reappears in 
patches deeper into the 
lake, driving up man-
agement costs and re-
inforcing concerns that 
piecemeal treatments 
are insufficient.

2025
Twin Lakes Asso-

ciation adopts a new 
strategy: early season, 
sustained fluoridone 
treatment of the lake. 
Herbicide levels are 
carefully maintained 
within state approved 
limits throughout the 
growing season.

Surveys show dra-
matic reduction in hy-
drilla – the first year 
the invasive plant fails 
to rebound since its dis-
covery.

PHOTO BY DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

A boater positioned his boat as he prepared to launch 
from O’Hara’s Landing at East Twin Lake this past 
summer in the area where hydrilla was first discov-
ered in 2023.  

Tom’s Hill, nearly 300 acres overlooking East 
Twin Lake, is now permanently protected. 

Miles Mountain, another key parcel, is slated 
for conservation ownership in 2026.
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Art and entertainment in 2025
2025 RECAP: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

In 2025, the pages of 
Compass tracked 
the steady hum of 

creativity across the 
Northwest Corner. Here’s 
a look at some of the 
highlights that shaped 
the year.

ART
The Hotchkiss School 

marked 50 years of 
co-education with The 
Art of Joy Brown, a 
sweeping retrospective 
honoring the inter-
nationally celebrated 
sculptor. Opening Feb. 
22 in the Tremaine Art 
Gallery, the exhibition 
traced Brown’s five-de-
cade journey from her 
early pottery training in 
Japan to the large-scale 
bronze figures now in-
stalled around the world 
— and newly on the 
Hotchkiss campus. 

Millbrook School 
hosted the first-ever 
Firefly student artist 
showcase in February, 
bringing together young 
artists and bird enthusi-
asts from schools across 
New York and Connecti-
cut. 

The David M. Hunt 
Library’s Art Wall con-
tinued to feature local 
artists, including Jon 
Kopita, who displayed 
a decade of his meticu-
lous, repetitive hand-let-
tering exploring order 
and identity. 

A collaboration 
between The Nutmeg 
Fudge Company, artist 
Gerald Incandela, and 
Saint John Paul the Great 
Academy resulted in a vi-
brant student-designed 
mural in Torrington. 

Great Barrington 
marked a major mile-
stone this year with the 
unveiling of a life-sized 
bronze sculpture of 
W.E.B. Du Bois in front 
of the Mason Public 
Library. Created by Na-
tional Sculpture Society 
honoree Richard Blake, 
the piece anchors a rede-
signed public plaza.

The Wassaic Project 
received a $100,000 
multi-year operating 

grant from Foundations 
for Community Health 
and Amy Wynn stepped 
down Oct. 31 as the first 
executive director of the 
American Mural Project 
(AMP) in Winsted.

BOOKS
We welcomed new 

freelance writers Lau-
rie Fendrich and Olivia 
Prager who covered the 
region’s robust literary 
scene. Highlights in-
cluded Ann Temkin at 
Cornwall Library; Ruth 
Franklin at Congrega-
tion Beth David; Elias 
Weiss Friedman (AKA 
“The Dogist”) at Trout-
beck; Gwen Strauss at 
the White Hart Speaker 
Series; and the return 
of the Haystack Book 
Festival in Norfolk.Books 
& Blooms celebrated 
its tenth anniversary 
in June with a two-day 
celebration of gardens, 
art and the rural beauty 
of Cornwall.

FILM
The Triplex in Great 

Barrington hosted 
screenings, festivals and 
conversations through-
out the year, from a Bob 

Dylan biopic talkback 
with Seth Rogovoy to 
student screenings of 
“Selma,” benefit events 
and the launch of the 
Queer Cinema Club. The 
Stissing Center expand-
ed film programming 
with a new projector 
and a short-film festival 
featuring local artists 
and the Moviehouse in 
Millerton continued its 
incredible programming.

Legendary civil rights 
activist Dolores Huer-
ta sat down with The 
Journal in October in 
advance of the screening 
of “Dolores” in Norfolk, 
the documentary by 
Peter Bratt and exec-
utive producer Carlos 
Santana that presents an 
unflinching portrait of 
a woman whose voice, 
body and will shaped the 
political terrain of the 
United States.

MUSIC
From brass bands and 

local musicians at street 
fairs and green spaces to 
classical and chamber 

music series presented 
by organizations from 
Music Mountain to 
Tanglewood, music was 
a staple of the Compass 
calendar.

The Twelve Moons 
Coffeehouse in Falls 
Village continues its 
once-a-month series 
that consists of a robust 
open mic followed by a 
featured performer. 

The American Mu-
ral Project’s live music 
and Happy Hour Piano 
Series was also a month-
ly anchor that featured 
a multitude of styles of 
music.

The Indigo Room, a 
new performance space 
connected to The Mahai-
we in Great Barrington, 
opened in the beautifully 

Continued on next page

COMMUNITY:  
NATALIA ZUKERMAN

There’s  just one 
month until 
Jumpfest’s 

100th anniversa-
ry weekend of ski 
jumping in February, 
and the celebration is 
already underway. For 
the first time, Jump-
fest organizers have 
launched a communi-
ty restaurant month 
as part of the mile-
stone event, running 
from Jan. 4 through 
Feb. 4, inviting locals 
and visitors alike to 
dine around town 
in the lead-up to the 
historic jumps. 

The inaugural pro-
motion includes 42 
participating restau-
rants across the 
Northwest Corner, 
ranging from cafés to 
pubs. Participating 
spots include The 
White Hart Inn, Black 
Rabbit Bar & Grille, 
Roma’s Pizza, Sweet 
William’s Coffee 
Shop, The Boathouse, 
and The Woodland, 
among many others.

Diners can take 
part by download-
ing an entry form at 
jumpfest.org/100/
one-month-to-the-

jumps or picking one 
up at participating 
eateries. To be eligible 
to win, participants 
must visit as many 
participating restau-
rants as possible 
during the month-
long promotion. The 
five diners who visit 
the most restaurants 
will each receive a 
free ticket to Jumpfest 
2026, celebrating the 
event’s 100th year of 
ski jumping. Com-
pleted entry forms 
must be submitted 
by 4 p.m. on Feb. 4 at 
the Salisbury General 
Store on Main Street, 
with winners an-
nounced the follow-
ing day.

The all-volunteer 
Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association 
(SWSA) has hosted 
ski jumping on Satre 
Hill in Salisbury since 
the 1920s, keeping 
alive one of the few 
Eastern U.S. ski jump 
venues and introduc-
ing generations to the 
sport. 

So grab your appe-
tite and eat your way 
to the jumps — no 
skis required.

Eat your way to 
Jumpfest’s 100th 
anniversary

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Martha Stewart at Trade Secrets.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Sculptor Richard Blake in 
his studio at work on his 
sculpture of W.E.B. Du Bois.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

The cast of 'Once Upon a Mattress' 
at Sharon Playhouse.

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN 

Jumpfest 2025
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Morgan James performing at the new Indigo 
Room at the Mahaiwe.
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Noble
HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068

860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

At The Movies

COMPASS

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 01/09 > THU 01/15 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

LABYRINTH: 40TH Anniversary
GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

IS THIS THING ON?
MARTY SUPREME
SONG SUNG BLUE

Met Live 
Bellini’s

I PURITANI
Sat 1/10 @ 1 PM

THE SECRET AGENT
First Friday Film Club with Neil LaBute: 01/09 @ 12 PM
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restored historic fire-
house next door, offer-
ing a smaller space for 
intimate performances. 
The Mahaiwe continued 
to delight with pro-
gramming that included 
greats like Old Crow 
Medicine Show, Paquito 
D’Rivera, Natalie Mer-
chant, Roseanne Cash 
and many more.

Crescendo, the 
award-winning organi-
zation that brings works 
from the Renaissance 
and Baroque periods 
to new life, launched 
its 22nd season with 
performances at Saint 
James Place in Great 
Barrington and Trinity 
Church in Lakeville.

Rufus Wainwright 
performed a benefit 
concert for Out for 
Dutchess at The Stiss-
ing Center.The beloved 
Race Brook Lodge in 
Sheffield hosted its final 
Fall Gratitude Festival 
before closing its storied 
doors.

COMMUNITY
Trade Secrets cel-

ebrated its 25th anni-
versary with record 
crowds. The annual 
event, benefiting Proj-
ect SAGE, featured over 
50 vendors and special 
attractions like a sign-
ing of Martha Stewart’s 
gardening book, follow-
ing a day of local garden 
tours.  

Scenic bike routes 
were explored in these 
pages and Kerri Lee 
Mayland’s offerings on 
design are a delightful 
new feature. Dee Salo-
mon’s column “The Un-
gardener” continues to 
inform and delight and 
community events such 
as the Farm Fall Block 
Party at Rock Steady 
Farm in Millerton kept 
readers connected to 
local farm life. 

THEATER
The Sharon Play-

house delivered a lively 
season of classic mu-
sicals, sharp comedies 
and community-cen-
tered work. Highlights 
included “Million 
Dollar Quartet,” a 
popular run of “Annie,” 
A.R. Gurney’s “Sylvia” 
and a fall staging of 
Agatha Christie’s “The 
Mousetrap.” The Writ-
ers Playground Festival 
championed new short 
plays by local writers, 
while the YouthStage 
program mounted 
family favorites like 
“Once Upon a Mattress,” 
“Finding Nemo Jr.” and 

“101 Dalmatians Kids,” 
giving young perform-
ers steady opportunities 
onstage. The Playhouse 
also welcomed new 
managing director, 
Meghan Flanagan. 

The Ancram Center 
for the Arts celebrated 
its 10th anniversary. 
Highlights included the 
“Real People Real Sto-
ries” series, the regional 
premiere of “Where 
the Mountain Meets 
the Sea,” and Plein Air 
Plays 3.0, which brought 
original short plays to 
surprise outdoor loca-
tions. The Center also 
advanced new work 
through its Play Lab 
Residency, featuring 
David Cale’s “Blue Cow-
boy” and “Framed,” a 
new musical by Ancram 
local Mary Murfitt with 
music by Murfitt and 
Pam Drews Phillips. 

In May, Richard 
Maltby Jr.’s “About Time” 
opened at Goodspeed’s 
Terris Theatre. He spoke 
with us about the deep-
ly personal revue, de-
scribing it as a medita-
tion on aging, memory 
and the strange clarity 
of life’s “third act.”

The Stissing Center 
continued to expand 
its theatrical footprint 
in 2025, presenting a 
mix of classic drama, 
new work and inti-
mate staged readings. 
Highlights included 
Theatre On the Road’s 
atmospheric “Dracula,” 
a summer run of the 
off-Broadway musical 
“Kafkaesque!,” and 
Tangent Theatre Com-
pany’s reading of Harold 
Pinter’s “Betrayal.” 

Highlights of the-
ater at Hotchkiss in 
2025 included a spring 
premiere of “R.I.P. 
Lunch,” an original play 
by alumna Mallory Jane 
Weiss, and a lively fall 
production of the musi-
cal “Pippin.” Housatonic 
Valley Regional High 
School also had a strong 
theater year in 2025, 
highlighted by a spring 
production of “Uri-
netown” that earned 
statewide recognition, 
summer performances 
through the Grumbling 
Gryphons Theater Arts 
Camp, and student 
apprenticeships at 
Sharon Playhouse. We 
also welcomed new 
writers Annette Stover 
and Richard Feiner 
who have beautifully 
expanded our theater 
coverage.

An angler’s year testing rods, 
riversides and patience

Tangled 
lines
PaTrick L. 
sullivan

I was very optimistic 
as winter loosened 
its grip in the early 

part of 2025. I had a 
couple new rods to play 
with, my rotator cuff 
problem on my casting 
arm was resolved in a 
satisfactory manner, and 
I joined a private fishing 
club in the Catskills and 
was looking forward to 
exploring new water.

Some of the exploring 
and trying new things 
with new rods happened, 
but a lot of it did not. I 
blame Nature.

(Listening to anglers 
complain about the 
weather is as tedious as 
it gets, so feel free to skip 
the next bit.)

Just for laughs I 
plotted out the Housa-
tonic flow from April 1 
to Nov. 22 on the United 
States Geological Sur-
vey website. What I got 
back was an inverse bell 
curve, with high flows at 
the extremes and a long 
period of very low flows 
in between.

Amazingly, this cor-
responds to the rain, or 
lack thereof, between 
April 1 and Nov. 22. It’s 
just science.

So, looking back at 
the Tangled archives and 
my own hastily scrib-
bled journal notes, I see 
that I started out when 
the snow and ice were 
still on the ground on 
the Blackberry in North 
Canaan and Macedonia 
Brook in Kent.

I do remember trying 
out a short rod, 6-feet 
10-inches, from Zen 
Tenkara. I used it with 
two-fly rigs, including 

weighted flies, which 
should not work in theo-
ry, but it did in practice. 
The biggest problem 
was when a guy in the 
parking lot asked me 
what it was. I said, “It’s a 
Hachi” and the guy said, 
“Gesundheit.”

I had an interesting 
encounter with a couple 
of DEEP guys who were 
putting some brown 
trout fry in the Black-
berry, since they had 
them to spare and were 
wondering what would 
happen. I suggested that 
they would get eaten up 
fairly quickly by the adult 
trout and they agreed 
but did it anyway.

The private water was 
a bust. There’s no other 
way to put it. I got there 
three times all year, and 
by the beginning of July 
the drought had settled 
in and the stream was 
nothing but a trickle. 

I’m going to reup be-
cause I enjoyed meeting 
my fellow club members 
and the nice landowners 
who allow us to barge 
around their properties 
This year I’m going to hit 
it often and hard in May 
and June, circumstances 
allowing.

My Catskill fishing 
buddy Gary Dodson has 
got the big fish bug bad. 
We went back to Pulaski 
in late April and I caught 
a steelhead using a deca-
dent and depraved meth-
od called “plugging.” I’m 

glad to have done it once 
and feel zero need to do 
it again.

I’ve had an 11-foot-
4 weight switch rod 
kicking around for a 
few years. I never knew 
how to rig it up. In the 
two-handed rod world, 
the line weight designa-
tion means diddly. It’s all 
about grains and differ-
ent tips and all this stuff 
that I just don’t want to 
learn. 

Since Gary was al-
ready down in that rabbit 
hole I just gave him the 
rod, a big inexpensive 
Redington reel and asked 
him to get the appropri-
ate lines and tips and set 
it up for me. Which he 
did, for about $150.

And I got to deploy 
it on the water precise-
ly once in September 
before…

My right hip got the 
Gang Gong from the 

medical profession. 
Yep. By the time this 

is published, I will have 
had my new right hip for 
about a month. 

At this rate I’m going 
to be about 40% af-
ter-market parts.

So the entire autumn 
fishing routine, normally 
a happy and productive 
time, was shot to hell. My 
hip worked just enough 
to let me know that the 
kind of aggressive and 
active fishing I like to do 
was out of the question.

So apart from fiddling 
around in a half-hearted 
way with the fall stock-
ies on the Blackberry in 
October, I spent the fall 
and early winter sitting 
around watching You-
Tube fish videos and 
plotting and scheming 
for all the excellent 
fishing adventures I will 
have with my new right 
hip.

PHOTOS BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Gary Dodson casting at dawn on the Salmon 
River in Pulaski, New York in late April. 
It was cold but it sure looked nice.

Eddie Curtis of New Jersey amused himself catching little smallmouth bass 
in the Housatonic during a Trout Unlimited event in August.
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	 JANUARY 9
The Color of Growth

Millbrook Library, 3 Friendly 
Lane, Millbrook, N.Y.

Jan. 9 to Feb. 28.

An exhibition featuring 
Irja Bodén, JoAnne 
Lobotsky, Patrick 
Neal and Colin O’Con, 
exploring nature and 
landscape as sites of 
ongoing transformation 
through color, 
abstraction and memory.

Opening reception: 
Friday, Jan. 9, 6 to 8 p.m.

Artist talk: Saturday, Feb. 
21, 2 p.m.

	 JANUARY 10
Hart Preserve Hike

Hart Preserve, towards the 
end of Cherry Hill Road, 
Cornwall, Conn.

Cornwall Conservation 
Trust will host a hike of 
Hart Preserve Saturday, 
Jan. 10, at 10 a.m. led by 
Matt Petrillo and Terry 
Burke. This is a 0.75 
mile walk though fields, 
meadows and woods 
with a moderate incline 
to stunning view of the 
Housatonic River Valley. 
Possible critter tracking 
ID included.

Family Day with White 
Memorial Conservation 
Center
American Mural Project, 90 
Whiting St., Winsted, Conn.

11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Cost: 
Free.

AMP’s monthly Family 
Day offers hands-on 
activities for children of 
all ages, including games, 
story time, art projects 
and interactive learning. 
Highlights include story 
time and crafts with 
Carol Parent of Beardsley 
Library and a Sense-
sational Study program 
with White Memorial 
Conservation Center, 
featuring a barred owl 
and a Honduran milk 
snake. Teen Art Studio 
runs concurrently.

Staged Reading: Roman 
Fever
Ghent Playhouse, 6 Town Hall 
Place, Ghent, N.Y.

Jan. 10 at 4 p.m.; Jan. 11 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets: $25; proceeds 
benefit Columbia County 
EMS/Education

The Ghent Playhouse 
presents a staged reading 
of Edith Wharton’s short 
story "Roman Fever," 
exploring friendship, 
rivalry and long-held 
secrets. Performances are 
followed by a cocoa and 
cookie buffet. Advance 
tickets suggested at 
ghentplayhouse.org.

Smoke Signals in Sunlight
Kenise Barnes Fine Art, 7 
Fulling Lane, Kent, Conn.

Hours: Thurs. to Sat. 11 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Sun. 
noon to 4 p.m. and by 
appoint.

Kenise Barnes Fine Art 
is pleased to announce 
Smoke Signals in 
Sunlight, a two‑person 
exhibition featuring 
new work by Hudson 
Valley–based artists 
Susan English and Laura 
Moriarty. The exhibition 
brings together two 
artists whose practices 
are deeply rooted in 
material exploration, 
natural processes, 
and the poetics of 
landscape—each 
approaching abstraction 
through distinct yet 
resonant vocabularies.

Public reception with 
the artists Jan. 10 from 
4 to 6 p.m. Exhibit runs 
through Feb. 8.

Book Signing with Author 
Laurel Karsyn
Whistle Pig Books, 62 Main 
St., North Canaan, Conn.

Whistle Pig Books 
welcomes fantasy author 
Laurel Karsyn for a book 
signing on Saturday, 
Jan.10, 2026, from noon 
to 3 p.m. at 62 Main St., 
North Canaan. Karsyn 
will be signing copies of 
her novel The Witching 
Hour, a paranormal 
romance about a young 
man who uncovers a 
hidden line of witches in 
the mysterious town of 
Ember Falls. Copies of 
the book will be available 
for purchase. For more 
information, visit 
whistlepigbooks.com.

Current Fiction Book 
Group with Claudia 
Cayne
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Join Claudia Cayne on 
Saturday, Jan. 10, 4 to 
5 p.m., for a lively and 
informal discussion of 
PEARL by Sian Hughes: 
“an exceptional debut 
novel,” “gorgeous,” “a 
ghost story, a folk story, 
a story of loss.” All are 
welcome. Registration 
is not required. Copies 
of PEARL are available 
for loan at the Scoville 
Library. Learn more at 
scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/15140698.

	 JANUARY 11
Author Talk: Women of 

18th-Century Sheffield
Community Room, Bushnell-
Sage Library, 48 Main St., 
Sheffield, Mass.

2:30 p.m. Free.

The Friends of the 
Bushnell-Sage Library 
present a lecture by 
journalist, author and 
historian Dr. Carole 

Owens, the first in a four-
part series marking the 
250th anniversary of the 
American Revolution. 
Owens will discuss 
notable 18th-century 
women of Sheffield, 
including Lavina Rigby 
Dean Fisk. 

	 JANUARY 15
Monotype Printing 

Workshop
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

2 to 4 p.m.

The David M. Hunt 
Library will host a 
Monotype Printing 
Workshop with Gail 
O'Donnell & Rika Laser.

Participants will 
experiment with a 
variety of materials and 
printmaking techniques 
to create unique prints 
on paper by hand and 
using a small etching 
press. You will learn to 
use various printmaking 
plates by applying water-
based inks, crayons and 
stencils to build rich 
textures and layers. All 
levels welcome! This 
workshop is limited to 
10 participants. Please 
register here: forms.gle/
VFEqa4fJWrf9EJb36

Genre Fiction Book Club
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Come join us on 
Thursday, Jan. 15, 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m., if you enjoy 
reading and discussing 
fantasy / romantasy / 
romance / mystery / 
thrillers / YA / sci-fi. 
This new book club 
offers a chance to 
enjoy conversations, 
snacks, and book 
recommendations. 
This month's book is 
"HEARTWOOD" by 
Amity Gaige. Registration 
is appreciated. 
Learn more at www.
scovillelibrary.org/event/
genre-fiction-book-
club-384

	 JANUARY 16
Opening Reception 

for the Salisbury 
Association Exhibit 
SWSA's First 100 Years
Academy Building, Main St., 
Salisbury, Conn.

Exhibit hours Tuesdays- 
Saturdays (Jan. 17- Feb 
5) 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. with 
extended hours during 
Jumpfest posted on 
Salisburyassociation.org.
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Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

COMPASS
THE LAKEVILLE JOURNALTHE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, January 8, 2026, Thursday, January 8, 2026

Why beavers matter
Long before we 

moved to Litch-
field County, there 

had been a flood on the 
property caused by the 
breakup of a beaver dam 
miles away from the 
house, near the top of the 
state forest on Sharon 
Mountain. There, beavers 
have a pond whose dam 
usually slows the run of 
a stream that journeys 
down the mountain, 
under Route 7, through 
our property and emp-
ties into the Housatonic 
River. Who knows what 
other damage the water 
did on its way down from 
the broken dam, but the 
resulting flooding left a 
watermark about knee-
high on the inside of our 
old cottage, now painted 
over.

What do beavers have 
to do with ungardening? 
At its core, ungardening 
is about restoring native 
habitats and increasing 
the diversity of native 
plants and animals in an 
ecosystem — aka biodi-
versity — which we must 
accomplish because, 
frankly, our lives depend 
on it.

For all their practical 
nuisance to humans, 
beavers are central to 
maintaining ecosystems 
across a large portion of 
the U.S. They are consid-
ered a keystone species: 
As with the keystone in 
an arch, an ecosystem 
will fall apart without its 
support. In the 18th and 
19th centuries, beavers 
were killed nearly to 
extinction by trappers 
who sold their fur. Their 
return is helping to repair 
the areas surrounding 
their habitats. The homes 
they cleverly engineer 
filter pollutants, boost 
plant and animal biodi-
versity and create resil-
ience to climate change 
— and they do this 
quickly.

Most negative human 
experiences with bea-
vers result from blocked 
culverts and dammed 
streams that create the 
beavers’ ideal pool-like 
environment. This causes 
flooding upstream of the 
blockage and drought 
downstream.

“We need to find ways 
to live with beavers,” said 
Sandy Carlson, a teacher 
and poet who recently 
completed the Beaver 
Institute’s BeaverCorps 
Wetland Professional 

training in Southampton, 
Massachusetts.

“When beavers hear 
the trickle of water 
flowing out from a pond 
or stream, it triggers 
their instinct to block 
this release by building a 
dam. This insight led to 
a rather low-tech inno-
vation that has allowed 
beavers and humans to 
more happily coexist. 
Cleverly called the Beaver 
Deceiver, the device low-
ers the water level of the 
pond without triggering 
the beavers’ water-trickle 
instinct.”

The Beaver Deceiver 
is a 6-foot-diameter wire 
mesh cage protecting one 
open side of a PVC pipe. 
It is installed in the deep-
est part of the pond, with 
the pipe running over 
the beaver dam — where 
it can be camouflaged 
— and into the water on 
the other side. Water is 
drawn out of the pond, 
lowering the water level 
upstream while main-
taining flow downstream.

Carlson has appren-
ticed with Diane Honer of 
Beaver & Wildlife Solu-
tions, based in Chester, 
Connecticut, performing 
site assessments and 
installing pond-level-
er devices so beavers 
and humans can coex-
ist. “People are happy 
because the water level 
is low, and the beaver 
thinks the water level is 
fine,” she said.

Last year, a family of 
beavers moved in nearby, 
building a low-profile 
home against the side 
of a large tree trunk that 
had fallen into a rela-

tively deep part of the 
Housatonic. This created 
a small, pond-like area on 
the downriver side of the 
trunk.

I wasn’t aware of 
these creatures until 
one day, while walking 
along the river, I stopped 
in my tracks. Like one 
of those puzzles where 
you’re meant to spot 
the differences between 
two images, something 
was missing. A weeping 
willow we had planted 
a decade earlier, flour-
ishing on the riverbank, 
had disappeared from 
view. Up close, the un-
mistakable V-shape of a 
beaver-hewn trunk was 
almost cartoonlike — yet 
not at all funny. That tree 
was one of the few non-
native species we plant-
ed, and I had imagined 
it fulfilling the romantic 
“leaf cascade over the 
water” look willows do so 
well.

My son told me bea-
vers seek out willow for 
its salicylic acid content 
— the active ingredient 
in aspirin. I imagine they 
had a drug-addled willow 
fest at our expense.

The solution to this 
particular beaver prob-
lem is even more low-
tech than the Beaver 
Deceiver: installing wire 
mesh or a plastic cage 
around trees you want 
to protect from bea-
ver teeth. It also helps 
to know which woods 
beavers prefer. Their 
favorites include aspen, 
poplar, willow, alder, 
birch and maple. Protect 
those first, before hard-
woods and conifers.

Let’s welcome the 
beaver and its ecosys-
tem-restoration super-
powers.

Dee Salomon ‘un-
gardens’ in Litchfield 
County.

PHOTO BY DEE SALOMON

The unmistakable V-shape of a beaver-hewn tree trunk.

ADVERTISE 
IN COMPASS
To advertise your 
event under the Arts & 
Entertainment banner, 
call 860-435-9873 or  
email advertising@
lakevillejournal.com
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Lakes
 6. Electromotive force
 9. Invests in little 

enterprises
 13. Longtime Utah Jazz 

coach
 14. Small sailboat
 15. Actor Idris
 16. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 17. System that detects 

objects under water
 18. Harsh, grating noise
 19. Steward
 21. A fencing sword 
 22. Infections
 23. Actress Ryan
 24. Sodium
 25. Swedish castle
 28. A lump of slime
 29. African antelope
 31. Insurance providers
 33. Choosy
 36. Ringworm
 38. Unpolished
 39. Drenches
 41. Pant style
 44. Son of Noah
 45. Spiritual being
 46. Upton Sinclair novel
 48. Journalist Tarbell
 49. Popular sports highlight 

show
 51. Born of
 52. Rich tapestry
 54. S. China seaport
 56. State of being unclothed
 60. Surrounded by
 61. Residue
 62. Away from wind
 63. Dried-up
 64. Visionary
 65. A very large body of 

water
 66. Garden tools
 67. Screen type
 68. Ancient Scandinavian 

poet

CLUES DOWN
 1. Millisecond
 2. Spanish city
 3. A sudden very loud sound
 4. “� e Indiana Jones of 

beer”
 5. Tin
 6. Sea eagles
 7. Volcanic crater
 8. Type of coat
 9. Women’s apartments in 

Ottoman palace
 10. Divulge a secret
 11. Norwegian playwright

 12. “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
director

 14. Poisonous perennial plant
 17. 18-year astronomical 

period
 20. Clothes
 21. Places to sit
 23. Family of regulator genes
 25. New York ballplayer
 26. Impressive in size or scope
 27. Jacques __, French 

biologist
 29. One from the Big Apple
 30. Genus of woolly lemurs
 32. Songs to one’s beloved
 34. Indigenous person of N.E. 

� ailand
 35. Supplemented with 

di�  culty
 37. Farewell
 40. Investment account 

(abbr.)
 42. One from Utah
 43. Begets
 47. A male child 

December 25 Solution

December 25 Solution

Sudoku

 49. Break apart
 50. Brief appearance
 52. Partner to “oohed”
 53. A light informal meal
 55. Fabric with smooth, 

shiny surface
 56. One billionth of a second
 57. Ancient Italian-Greek 

colony
 58. Close tightly
 59. Mail out

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Last week’s WotW

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Blacksmith’s striking block

2. Running total, score marks

4. Day-old bagels

5. 2026 brings a clean _____

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Opposite of “most”

C          H          A           I          R

S           P          E           A          K

S           A          L          O          N

S           A          U          N          A

S           A          N          T           A

Jesse Bunce looks to reset tone 
in North Canaan

By Christian Murray

NORTH CANAAN — 
Jesse Bunce’s victory for first 
selectman was as narrow as 
elections get in town politics: 
a two-vote margin that re-
quired a recount and ushered 
in a transition period that, 
by Bunce’s own description, 
“has not been perfect.”

Bunce, 38, assumed the 
town’s top job after only a 
few years in local govern-
ment and following a period 
of friction on the Board of 
Selectmen, where he served 
alongside former First Select-
man Brian Ohler, whom he 
narrowly defeated and who 
remains on the board.

Asked whether he was 
surprised he beat Ohler, 
Bunce said he expected a 
close finish. “I put in a lot of 
work in the campaign, so I 
did think the numbers were 
going to be close,” he said. 
“I didn’t know where it was 
gonna go, though, honest-
ly.” He added that the result 
wasn’t really an upset because 
“it was just so close.”

Now, Bunce is framing his 
first term as a reset — a push 
to reduce divisions, rebuild 
trust and keep the town fo-
cused on practical needs. 

“That’s my hope,” he said 
when asked about North Ca-
naan’s next chapter, adding 
that working together is es-
sential in a town with limited 
resources.

“We don’t have the tax 
base like some of our sur-
rounding towns, but we do 
have a lot of people willing 
to volunteer, come together 
and get things done,” he said. 
“And I feel that’s our key to 
success.”

Bunce grew up in North 
Canaan and went through 
local schools before attend-
ing Oliver Wolcott Technical 
High School in Torrington. 
He lives in town with his 
wife, Kim, and two young 
boys. A third child is due in 
late January.

He began working for an 
electrical company while still 
in high school and stayed in 
the trade after graduating, 
shifting careers after the 2008 
economic downturn.

“I had an excavation land-
scape business that I would 
do on the weekends and at 
night. So I just went on to 
that,” he said.

The excavation business 
dates back to his grandfather, 
who moved to North Canaan 
from Massachusetts. “My 
grandfather actually started 
it in 1964,” Bunce said, not-

ing that he later bought out 
his father.

Bunce said that experi-
ence will help him fulfill his 
priorities at Town 
Hall, particularly 
improving infra-
structure, main-
taining and pricing 
equipment, and es-
timating costs for 
grant applications.

“That’s definite-
ly one of my strong 
suits coming in [as 
first selectman] — 
with road work, infrastruc-
ture and equipment,” he said.

His path into politics be-
gan with town boards, start-
ing as a zoning alternate after 
navigating the process him-
self. “I came and had to go 
through a few meetings, so 
I saw the process of it and 
wanted to get involved,” he 
said. 

Bunce was elected to the 
Board of Selectmen for the 
first time a little over two 
years ago with the endorse-
ment of the Democratic 
Town Committee, despite 
being a Republican. He said 
he had established a strong 
working relationship with 
the committee prior to its 
backing and emphasized that 
party labels matter little in 
the day-to-day work of local 
government.

The DTC also supported 
him in the first selectman 

race.
“We need to think what’s 

best for the town [not party 
affiliation] and try and move 

forward with that.”
That message of 

what’s best for the 
town was tested 
early, with a bumpy 
transition that in-
cluded technology 
problems and op-
erational delays, 
including disrup-
tions tied to the 
town’s online tools 

and a delayed payroll at the 
elementary school.

At his first Board of Se-
lectmen meeting as first se-
lectman in December, Bunce 
acknowledged “early bumps,” 
telling residents, “This pro-
cess has not been perfect. We 
are working through it all.”

Ohler, who sat along side 
him at the meeting, pledged 
cooperation. “You have my 
assurance. I will give you 
my full support when it is of 
benefit to the town,” he said, 
adding that discussions “will 
be professional” and “based 
on substance, not rhetoric.”

Bunce said steady com-
munication with staff, de-
partment heads and residents 
will be key. He plans to be 
in Town Hall frequently, 
aiming for Mondays in the 
office “all day” and shorter 
visits throughout the week.

Asked how he would mea-

sure success when his term 
ends in two years, Bunce 
said, “If the town is flowing 
well, if we can achieve some 
of these grants… if our board 
is working well together.”

His policy priorities focus 
on improving town assets 
and maintaining existing 
infrastructure. 

He said the town pool is 
“in really bad shape” and de-
scribed plans to seek a state 
STEAP (Small Town Eco-
nomic Assistance Program)  
grant to refurbish the pool 
house, improve accessibility 
and refresh athletic facilities, 
with construction possible in 
“summer of 2026.”

He also cited road and 
bridge repairs, saying “a lot 
of our roads have been ne-
glected over the years,” and 
pointed to needed work on 
West Main Street.

Beyond infrastructure, 
Bunce said he wants to ex-
plore more programs for 
children and working fam-
ilies, including expanded 
after-school athletics.

He said property taxes 
are high and affordability is 
a concern, reinforcing his 
goal of keeping costs down 
and reducing long-term ex-
penses.

Bunce said progress will 
depend on collective effort.

“I think everybody wants 
to be a part of making the 
town better,” he said.

Eric Epstein 
steps into first 
selectman role 
in Kent

By Christian Murray

KENT — Eric Epstein, a 
lifelong Kent resident and 
veteran volunteer 
firefighter, was 
elected unop-
posed this fall as 
the town’s first se-
lectman, stepping 
into the role for 
the first time with 
deep local roots.

Epstein, a 
51-year-old Dem-
ocrat, took over 
from Marty Lindenmayer in 
November, after Lindenmay-
er chose not to seek re-elec-
tion after being in office for 
just one term.

Born and raised in Kent, 
Epstein attended Kent Cen-
ter School and Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School 
before earning an associate 
degree in business adminis-
tration from SUNY Coble-
skill.

After college, he re-
turned to Kent to begin a 
career in sales — first at the 
local Chevrolet dealership, 
then briefly in New Milford 
— before joining Gowans-
Knight Company, a Water-
town-based fire apparatus 
manufacturer. Epstein con-
tinues to work part-time in 
sales for the company.

Public service, Epstein 
said, “is in my blood.” He 
joined the Kent Volunteer 
Fire Department at age 18 
and has served for more than 
30 years, including two stints 
as chief totaling 13 years. He 
remains an active volunteer 
firefighter. He has also served 
the town in emergency man-
agement, a volunteer posi-
tion responsible for coordi-
nating municipal responses 
to large-scale emergencies.

Epstein’s family history 
in town government and 
local affairs runs deep. His 
mother, Ruth Epstein, served 
two terms as Kent’s first se-
lectman, and his father was 
principal of Kent Center 
School for three decades. 
Today, Epstein and his wife, 
MaryEllen, are raising their 
children, Ella, 11, and Evan, 
9, in Kent; both attend Kent 
Center School.

Although new to elected 
office, Epstein is not new to 
municipal operations. His 
years working with town 
officials through the fire 
department and emergency 
management has provided 
him with regular exposure to 
budgeting, coordination and 
intergovernmental planning. 

When the Democrat-
ic Town Committee ap-
proached him this summer 

about running for first se-
lectman, he said the timing 
finally felt right. 

“I care deeply about this 
community and 
believe in its po-
tential,” Epstein 
said. “We face real 
challenges, and 
I want to bring 
thoughtful, trans-
parent leadership 
that puts people 
first.”

Among those 
challenges, Epstein 

points first to affordability. 
With housing costs rising, 
he said, young families and 
workers are increasingly 
priced out, contributing to 
declining school enrollment. 
He supports the Kent Afford-
able Housing initiative’s new-
ly approved 13-unit rental 
project and said expanding 
housing options will be crit-
ical to the town’s long-term 
vitality.

Epstein takes office ahead 
of budget season, which in-
volves capital planning and 
a fiscal year budget to be fi-
nalized ahead of a May town 
vote. He said the learning 
curve is steep, but empha-
sized that close collaboration 
with the Board of Finance 
and department heads will 
be essential. 

Other priorities include 
addressing the future of the 
town-owned Swift House—
an unused, non-ADA-com-
pliant historic property; 
rehabilitating the town’s 
spring-fed swimming pond; 
advancing road and side-
walk projects; and expanding 
waste-reduction efforts at the 
transfer station. Kent recent-
ly received a state grant to 
install an on-site composter, 
allowing food scraps to be 
processed locally and the 
finished compost returned 
to residents for gardens.

Epstein is also working 
with state officials on river 
access and safety issues that 
surfaced last summer, and 
with neighboring towns on 
regional concerns ranging 
from emergency medical ser-
vices to waste management. 
He said early meetings with 
other Northwest Corner first 
selectmen have been helpful 
in sharing strategies on com-
mon problems.

Although he ran unop-
posed, Epstein said he views 
the office as a significant re-
sponsibility and does not 
take the mandate lightly. 

“I’ll listen closely to resi-
dents’ concerns, learn from 
their experiences, and engage 
in open, respectful dialogue,” 
he said, prior to taking office. 
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Sports

Real Estate

To view all the news and Classifieds from The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News each week, go to our websites at 

lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.com

THE NEWS 
THAT MATTERS 

to you

HOUSING       BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY       SPORTS
NONPROFITS      THE ARTS      RECREATION

THE NORTHWEST CORNER       THE HARLEM VALLEY

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription  

to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly
Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds
SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY LAND-
S C A P I N G  A N D  CO N -
STRUCTION LLC: Fully in-
sured. Renovation, decking, 
painting; interior exterior, 
mowing lawn, garden, stone 
wall, patio, tree work, clean 
gutters, mowing fields. 845-
636-3212.

AUCTIONS, 
ESTATE SALES

WHOLE HOUSE AND GA-
RAGE ESTATE SALE: Jan-
uary 16, 17, 18. 9:00 AM to 
4:00 PM daily. 11 Deerfield 
Rd., Lakeville, CT. Email John 
with questions at sulli@
ntplx.net.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c

REAL ESTATE
: which prohibit the making, 

printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF FALLS VILLAGE 

PART-TIME RECREATION 
DIRECTOR:The Town of 
Falls Village seeks a part-
time Recreation Director 
to plan and oversee com-
munity events, seasonal 
programs, and recreational 
activities for residents of 
all ages. Position requires 
strong organizational and 
leadership skills, ability 
to work independently, 
and collaboration with 
town staff, volunteers, and 
community partners. Must 
promote an inclusive and 
welcoming recreation en-
vironment and ensure com-
pliance with town policies. 
Applicants with interest in 
the position are encouraged 
to apply, even if not meeting 
all qualifications. Salary: 
$12,387 annually. Apply by: 
January 16, 2026. Submit: 
Letter of interest and rto 
Melissa Lopes, recreation@
canaanfallsvillage.org.

LIVE VIRTUAL FACTORY TOUR 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

5:30 pm

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

MAJOR PRICE ADJUSTMENT: SPECTACULAR OUTLOOK IN THE NW CORNER: 
SINGLE FLOOR LIVING, GREAT 3 BEDROOM HOME. LOTS OF GREAT WALL SPACE 

FOR HANGING ART, GREAT PRIVACY, AND EASY YR RD. MAINTENANCE MAKE 
THIS HOME PERFECT FOR SEASONAL, OR FULL TIME USE/OCCUPANCY. 

Open living spaces; spacious hall ways; room-by-room radiant heating; large windows; great light; last century décor areas;  great 
views from all main rooms; 3,200 sqft. living; backup power system; high quality technical, mechanical, and structural elements. 
Redesign to your personal appeal level, if needed. $400,000 reduction. NOW OFFERED AT $1,599,000.

5.3 ACRES
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HVRHS 
athletes 
thrived 
in 2025

By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE — From 
breakthrough victories to re-
cord-shattering feats, the past 
year brimmed with moments 
that Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School athletes 
will never forget.

Read the full story with 
highlights from each season 
online at lakevillejournal.com

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN

Above, Housatonic Valley Regional High School’s girls lacrosse team poses with the runner-up trophy following the league championship game against Watertown 
High School. Below, from left, Lainey Diorio plays soccer, Patrick Money competes in long jump, Nick Crodelle plays basketball and Manny Matsudaira plays tennis.
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FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation

Painting

Painting

Landscaping

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 
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FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 
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Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION
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