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� e 100th annual Jumpfest put snow sports on full display the weekend of Feb. 6–8. Friday 
night began with a bang, featuring the Human Dogsled Race and a dazzling � reworks 
show. Saturday morning’s events got underway before weather forced the postponement 
of big hill jumping to the following day. � e Salisbury Invitational and the Eastern U.S. Ski 
Jumping Championships were held back-to-back on Sunday, capping the weekend with an 
action-packed day of competition. See more on Pages A9 and A10.
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Kent a� er-school program 
reinstated for another year

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN 

Kent Park and Recreation Commission Chairman Rufus de 
Rham, le� , and Park and Recreation Director Matt Frasher confer 
during the Park and Recreation Commission’s meeting Tuesday.

CELEBRATING 129 YEARS of Fostering the Free Flow of Information and Opinion

By Ruth Epstein 

KENT — � e Park and Recre-
ation Commission voted Tuesday, 
Feb. 3, to restore funding for sta�  
salaries for the a� er-school pro-
gram at Kent Center School, ensur-
ing the a� er-school program will 
continue for another year. 

The commission reinstated 
$9,722 in salary funding a� er re-
versing a decision made last month 
to eliminate the program as part 
of its proposed 2026–27 budget. 
Following nearly two hours of dis-
cussion, commissioners voted 4–2, 
with one abstention, to restore the 
funds. 

� e issue became a point of 
contention when the commission 
voted last month on a budget pro-
posal that would “do away with the 
A� er-School Program,” according 
to the meeting minutes. 

� e move prompted several let-
ters to the commission, including 
one signed by 34 residents, express-
ing deep concern. 

“� is announcement was made 
without prior communication to 
families who would be directly 
impacted by such a change,” the 
joint letter read. “� is denies our 
town and families the opportunity 
for collaborative problem-solving 
about how to ensure that a stated 
priority of many residents—at-
tracting and keeping families in 

our community—is also re� ected 
as a � nancial priority of the town’s 
services.

“Additionally, reports that these 
reductions may be used to support 
administrative restructuring, in-
cluding promotions or new posi-
tions, without clear explanation of 
how such changes would bene� t 
working families, further under-
mines trust.”  

In her own letter, resident An-
drea Schoeny said, “It was short-
sighted for the commission not 
to consider the impact” of such a 
move. 

Parent Ginger Blake, whose son 
attends the program daily and who 

was at the meeting, said she was 
unaware that its closure was be-
ing considered. She was one of the 
34 signers and found it disturbing 
that there was no response to the 
letter. “� e lack of interest in what 
we want is stark,” she said. 

Resident Cinda Clark, whose 
daughter also attends the program, 
said she understands it is not eco-
nomically sustainable in its current 
form but noted that new families 
are expected to use it in the fu-
ture. “It’s important to consider the 
broader public value. � is is big for 
all of us. I consider it a program, 

U.S.A. 250

Cornwall honors former 
slave and war hero

By Riley Klein

CORNWALL — Nearly 245 
years a� er he purchased his free-
dom, Robin Starr — a formerly 
enslaved Revolutionary War vet-
eran — was o�  cially recognized last 
week when the Town of Cornwall 
proclaimed Feb. 8 as Robin Starr 
Day. 

Starr, who served in the Revo-
lutionary War, is the subject of a 
research project undertaken by the 
7th-grade class of Cornwall Consol-

idated School. He was a veteran of 
many battles, including the Battle of 
Stony Point and the Battle of York-
town, and he was a recipient of the 
Badge of Military Merit (an early 
version of the Purple Heart).

Pippa Cavalier, a 7th grader at 
CCS, explained Starr earned the 
medal “for being wounded twice 
in battle. And he was also the � rst 
Black soldier to get that award.” 

On Feb. 8, 1781, Starr became 
a free man by purchasing his 
freedom. He later owned land in 
Cornwall and Sharon, as veri� ed 
by census data and meeting minutes 

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

First Selectman Gordon Ridgway learns from 7th graders at Corn-
wall Consolidated School about the story of Robin Starr, a man 
who bought his freedom a� er serving in the Revolutionary War.

Celebrating a century of 
ski jumping at Satre Hill
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In The Journal this week

POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B
The following information 

was provided by the Connecti-
cut State Police at Troop B. 
All suspects are considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Assault arrest 
On the afternoon of Feb. 

1, troopers were dispatched 
to a Route 44 address in 
Lakeville for the report of 
an active physical altercation. 
After investigating, officers 
arrested Christopher Race, 
48, of Lakeville for three 
counts: disorderly conduct, 
third degree assault and sec-
ond-degree strangulation/
suffocation. No injuries were 
reported. Race was released 
on a $2,500 cash bond and 
was scheduled to appear in 
Torrington Superior Court 
the next morning. 

“Failure to pay” charge 
yields hefty bail 

On the afternoon of Feb. 
2, Justin Demaraies, 44, of 
North Canaan turned him-
self in to Troop B on an active 
warrant for his arrest. He was 
taken into custody on the 
charge of failing to pay for a 
home improvement job, and 
was subsequently released on 
a $10,000 non-surety bond. 
He is scheduled to appear at 
Torrington Superior Court 
on Feb. 17. 

Car strikes snowbank 
At around 6:30 a.m. on 

Feb. 3, Kaelyn Brennan, 37, 
of Sharon was driving east 
on Mudgetown Road when 
his Honda Accord ran off the 
road and struck a snowbank. 
Brennan was uninjured but 
his car was towed from the 
scene. He was issued a warn-
ing or failure to maintain 
lane. 

Year old larceny, forgery 
warrant 

On Feb. 5, the Depart-
ment of Corrections trans-
ported Francis Corcoran, 67, 
of Bridgeport to the G.A. 18 
holding area for Troop B of-
ficers to present their active 
warrant. Corcoran was pro-
cessed for fourth degree lar-
ceny and third-degree forg-
ery relating to an incident 
dated Feb. 19, 2025 on Bruey 
Road in Norfolk. Corcoran 
was held by the DOC on a 
$2,500 non-surety bond and 
brought to his arraignment 

the same day. 

Disorderly conduct arrest 
On the evening of Feb. 5, 

troopers were dispatched to 
an East Main Street address 
in North Canaan on the re-
port of an active physical 
dispute. After investigating 
the scene, troopers arrested 
Francine Wabshinak, 58, of 
North Canaan for disorder-
ly conduct. After processing, 
she was released on a $1,500 
non-surety bond and was 
scheduled to appear at Tor-
rington Superior Court the 
next day. 

Route 44 construction 
zone accident 

At round 5 a.m. on Feb. 
6, William Zygmont, 18, of 
Colebrook, was driving west 
through a single-lane con-
struction zone on Route 44 
in Norfolk when he turned 
on his hazard lights and 
pulled to the right to enter a 
driveway. A trailing Subaru 
B9 Tribeca, driven by Jeffer-
son Muymuy, 23, of Queens, 
New York, then attempted to 
pass and collided with Zy-
gmont’s 1994 Ford Ranger. 
Neither driver was injured 
but Muymuy’s Subaru had to 
be towed. He was also found 
to be driving with only a 
learner’s permit and was is-
sued infractions for driving 
without a valid license and 
unsafe passing. 

State line collision 
On the afternoon of Feb. 

6, N V Bulzacchelli, 89, of 
Millerton, was driving east 
on Route 44 over the state 
border from Millerton to 
Salisbury when a Subaru For-
ester pulled out in front of 
him from Stateline Car Wash, 
causing a collision. The driv-
er, Rolando Cuccho, 23, of 
Lakeville, was found to be 
at fault for the incident and 
was issued infractions for 
operating a vehicle without 
a license and failure to grant 
right of way. Neither driver 
was injured, but Cuccho’s 
Forester and Bulzacchelli’s 
Chevrolet Malibu both were 
towed from the scene. 

The Lakeville Journal will 
publish the outcome of police 
charges. Send mail to P.O. Box 
1688, Lakeville, CT 06039, 
Attn: Police Blotter, or email 
editor@lakevillejournal.com

Housatonic Valley FFA chapter 
donates to area nonprofits

By Kellie Eisermann 

FALLS VILLAGE — On 
Feb. 5, the Housatonic Val-
ley FFA Chapter donated a 
total of $1,200 to six local 
non-profits, with each orga-
nization receiving $200.  

The recipients included 
Kent Food Pantry, Cornwall 
Food Bank, Fishes & Loaves 
in North Canaan, The Cor-
ner Food Pantry in Lakev-
ille, the Sharon Food Bank, 
and the Jane Lloyd Fund 
— which provides financial 
support for cancer patients 
—in Salisbury. 

Holly Kempner, who 
accepted a check on behalf 
of the Corner Food Pantry, 
said she was impressed by the 
FFA donation and the activi-
ties of the members. 

“We serve a lot of people, 
including New York state and 
Massachusetts,” she said. “So 
we really appreciate it.” 

For more than a decade, 
the Housatonic Valley FFA 
Chapter has supported local 
organizations, including the 
food pantries in Region One. 
These donations are made 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Housatonic Valley FFA students raised funds at the holiday store earlier this win-
ter. On Feb. 5, Holly Kempner accepted a donation from the FFA on behalf of the 
Corner Food Pantry in Lakeville.

possible through the chap-
ter’s Holiday Sale. The sale 
and class unit not only allows 
FFA members to give back 
to the community, but also 
provides valuable, hands-on 
experience in business man-
agement, marketing, com-
munication, and teamwork. 

‘People and Places of Kent’ series 
highlights Thrift Shop on Feb. 18 

KENT — Three long-
time volunteers from Kent’s 
Quality Thrift Shop will share 
stories of the shop’s found-
ing and evolution during a 
“People and Places of Kent” 
program co-sponsored by 
the Kent Senior Center and 
the Kent Historical Society 
on Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 
11 a.m. at the Kent Senior 
Center.

Gloria Hill, Melinda Keck 
and Carolyn DeVita have sto-
ries to tell — about the shop’s 
founding in 1989 in the lower 
level of the parish house be-

hind the First Congregation-
al Church of Kent, its move 
to the parsonage next to the 
church in 1995 and its exem-
plary generosity in provid-
ing funds to local nonprofits. 
Hundreds of dedicated local 
volunteers have staffed the 
shop since its founding.

Discover Litchfield Hills 
magazine cited Quality Thrift 
Shop in 2024 as a “hidden 
gem,” one of the eight best 
thrift shops in Litchfield 
County. Treasure hunters 
come from near and far to 
visit and local residents find 

meaningful volunteer work 
as they provide staffing for 
the shop.

Current and past Qual-
ity Thrift Shop volunteers 
are encouraged to attend 
the program and share their 
stories as well.

The center is located in 
the Templeton Farm Barn 
at 16 Swift Lane. Programs 
are open to seniors and their 
caregivers. 

Advance registration is re-
quested by calling 860-927-
1586 or emailing ssassist@
townofkentct.gov. Correction

The article in the Jan. 29 
edition of The Lakeville Jour-
nal incorrectly stated that 
the  Housatonic Valley FFA 
holiday store closed out 2025 
with a profit of $115,558. That 
was the gross sales figure. 
The net was about $53,000, 
which directly supports the 
students’ learning activities 
within the FFA program.

Gubernatorial candidates to attend Kent 
Republican Town Committee dinner

KENT — The Kent Re-
publican Town Committee 
will host a dinner at Bull’s 
Bridge Inn on Sunday, Feb. 
15, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

Several candidates in this 
year’s election will be in at-
tendance, including three vy-
ing for the gubernatorial seat, 
three seeking the U.S. Con-

gressional 5th District and 
the state treasurer. Tickets 
are $75 per person or $140 
per couple. For reservations, 
email kentctrtc@gmail.com.

Community members in-
terested in supporting local 
food banks are encouraged 
to contact these food banks 
directly, as they are always in 
need of food donations and 
volunteer support. 

Kellie Eisermann is the 
FFA Reporter for the 2025-

26 school year. She is a junior 
and lives in Lakeville with 
her parents, Jonathan Eiser-
mann and Aubrey Murphy. 
She plans to go into the family 
business, Four Seasons Pool 
Service in Millerton, and go 
to community college after 
graduation. 

U.S.A. 250

Genealogist explains challenges 
uncovering Revolutionary-era records

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

Genealogist Jane Sell-
ery guided seven research-
ers through the challenges 
of tracing Revolutionary 
War–era Salisbury residents 
during a program at Scoville 
Memorial Library on Thurs-
day, Jan. 29.

The session was the sec-
ond in a series tied to Salis-
bury READS, a community 
reading program centered on 
“Revolution Song” by Russell 
Shorto. The program is spon-
sored by the library and the 
Salisbury Association Histor-
ical Society.

Participants researched 
individuals whose grave-
stones are located in the cem-
etery behind Salisbury Town 
Hall, uncovering firsthand 
the complications that often 
arise in historical records.

Tracy Flynn of Salisbury 
researched Jacob Davis — 
who was also known as 
Jacobus Davis — and found 
that even basic identification 
can be difficult. In addition 
to variant spellings, Flynn 
discovered what appeared to 
be two men with the same 

name, likely father and son. 
One Jacob Davis lived from 
1737 to 1797, while the sec-
ond lived from 1762 to 1841, 
spanning the Revolutionary 
War period and beyond.

Sellery said such confu-
sion is common. Birth and 
death dates can be hard to 
read on worn gravestones, 
and even when legible, the 
dates do not always match 
written records.

Census records present 
additional challenges. 

Sellery noted that the 
1900 census is often off by 
one year, depending on 
whether a person was born 
before or after June 1. Word-
ing also matters: a record 
stating someone was “in the 
68th year” means the person 
was 67 at the time.

The 1890 census is largely 
unavailable due to a ware-
house fire in St. Louis that 
destroyed most of the re-
cords.

Other obstacles include 
inconsistent name spell-

ings — such as “Hayes” and 
“Hays” — difficult handwrit-
ing, and records written in 
foreign languages or alpha-
bets. Sellery said artificial in-
telligence can help in some 
cases, such as translating im-
ages of documents written in 
the Cyrillic alphabet.

Addressing immigration 
records, Sellery said the 
popular belief that officials 
routinely Anglicized immi-
grants’ names is largely inac-
curate. Facilities such as Ellis 
Island relied on passenger 
manifests from incoming 

ships, which did not always 
match later naturalization 
records.

“It wasn’t, ‘Okay, we’re 
going to make you Green,’” 
Sellery said.

She added that some 
immigrants intentionally 
changed or concealed their 
identities, while others ad-
opted American-sounding 
names to assimilate. In the 
1920s, name changes be-
came more common amid 
fears of prejudice, a trend 
that reversed in the 1930s 
and 1940s.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN 

Jane Sellery, left, and Karen Vrotsos discussed genealogy practices at the Scoville 
Memorial Library Thursday, Jan. 29. 
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fine jewelers since 1975

BUYING GOLD, PLATINUM, 
DIAMONDS & ESTATE JEWELRY

413-645-3399  .  info@twmcclelland.com   
twmcclelland.com . 597 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA

With decades of experience, an excellent network, 
and the unique ability to recycle materials in-house, 

TW McClelland & Daughters is able to offer 
superior returns for fine jewelry. As gold prices soar, 

there has never been a better time to sell.

For selling appointments please reach out by phone or email.
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Magician pulls back curtain 
on history of his craft

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

SALISBURY — Magician 
Jon Brunelle made a pencil 
levitate and hypnotized the 
president of the Salisbury Fo-
rum during “Illusory Mag-
ic: A Personal History of the 
Craft in Pictures, Words and 
Trickery,” a Salisbury Forum 
event at Salisbury School Fri-
day, Feb. 6. 

Between tricks and illu-
sions, Brunelle provided a 
brief history of magic, and 
of his own career. 

He said he was primarily 
active in the 1970s and 1980s, 
and showed a clip from Japa-
nese television of him caus-
ing hard round coins to pass 
through a pack of playing 
cards and into a coffee mug. 

“Notice my ’80s hair,” he 
said. 

Brunelle said that in me-
dieval Europe magicians 
had to be alert to charges of 
witchcraft. 

They incorporated reli-
gious references into their 
acts to stave off such accu-
sations, to the extent of a 
beheading illusion featuring 
John the Baptist. 

The familiar “cups and 
balls” sleight of hand routine 
is old enough to have been 
satirized by painter Hier-
onymus Bosch in the 16th 
century. 

His own introduction to 

the craft came at age 9, via 
a book advertised on a bub-
ble gum wrapper: “Practical 
Magic,” by David Robbins. 

Eventually he was able 
to make a living at it. One 
source of revenue was per-
forming at industrial trade 
shows. 

He developed a perfor-
mance art act in the 1980s 
that combined surrealism 
and absurdism with elements 
of magic. 

As to how the tricks work, 
Brunelle said successful ma-
gicians are students of psy-
chology. They understand 
human perception, and how 
to “control the delivery of in-
formation.” 

“Eye contact, hypnosis, 
clothing — it’s all misdirec-
tion.” 

This was how he was able 
to “hypnotize” Salisbury 
Forum president Sarah Ten-
nyson, while the audience 
laughed. 

He also touched on how 
artificial intelligence is 
changing how people per-
ceive reality. 

He cited the time the ear-
ly-20th century magician and 
escape artist Harry Houdini 
was bound and jumped off 
a bridge through a hole in 
the ice of the frozen Detroit 
River. 

Houdini was down below 
the surface for quite a while, 
and the spectators feared the 
worst. 

He reappeared, and sub-
sequently claimed he freed 
himself quickly but was 
swept away by the current. 
Houdini said he made his 
way back to the hole, sucking 
in air from pockets in the ice. 

The miraculous escape 
was passed along from news-
paper to newspaper, and 
gained national attention. 

“Even though the riv-

er wasn’t frozen that day,” 
Brunelle said. 

If something similar hap-
pened today, it would be all 
over social media and be 
chalked up to “AI, the deep 
state, the Second Coming.” 

Asked specifically about 
the effect of AI on magic, he 

said “it’s going to ruin every-
thing.” 

“I don’t think that anyone 
will believe photographic ev-
idence.” 

On the other hand, “if ev-
erybody distrusts what they 
see online, we’ll see more live 
performances.” 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Jon Brunelle, magician, performs at Salisbury School 
Friday, Feb. 6, at the Salisbury Forum.

Salisbury Board 
of Selectmen 

reviews tunnel 
proposal 

By Patrick L. Sullivan 

SALISBURY — Town 
officials discussed a pro-
posed pedestrian tunnel 
beneath Route 44 at the 
Board of Selectmen’s reg-
ular meeting on Monday, 
Feb. 2.

First Selectman Cur-
tis Rand said the under-
ground walkway, which 
would connect Salisbury 
School’s main campus with 
its athletic fields, must be 
owned by the town because 
Route 44 is a state highway, 
under requirements from 
the state Department of 
Transportation.

Rand said the town’s 
attorney is working with 
the DOT and the school 
to draft a legal agreement. 
Salisbury School would 
be responsible for all con-
struction and ongoing 
maintenance costs. 

 Budget
Rand said he has begun 

work on the 2026–27 bud-
get with Comptroller Joe 
Cleaveland and noted that 
the town’s Grand List has 
been completed.

He also said the Town 

of Salisbury will be accept-
ing grant funds from the 
state Department of En-
ergy and Environmental 
Protection’s  Sustainable 
Materials Management 
grant program, not to ex-
ceed $266,692, on behalf 
of the Salisbury/Sharon 
Transfer Station. The funds 
will be used to investigate, 
develop, and implement 
a process to expand food 
waste/organic separation 
and possibly implement 
a solid waste Unit-Based-
Pricing — commonly 
known as Pay As You 
Throw —program within 
the towns of Salisbury and 
Sharon. 

Ordinance review 
Kristine Simmons, Jada 

Wilson, Emily Egan and 
Lorraine Cleveland are 
continuing work on updat-
ing the town’s ordinances. 
The revised ordinances will 
be presented and voted on 
at a future town meeting. 

The selectmen also ap-
pointed John Harney to fill 
a vacancy on the Board of 
Assessment Appeals for a 
four-year term that expires 
in Nov. 2029. 

Salisbury keeps current 
telecom tower rules in place 
to preserve local input

The telecoms regulations were estab-
lished when Connecticut’s municipalities 

still had the authority to govern the 
location of wireless cell and internet 

infrastructure.

By Alec Linden 

SALISBURY — Salisbury 
will retain its decades-old 
telecommunications tower 
regulations for now, citing 
the value of local input even 
as the town acknowledges it 
has limited authority over 
tower siting — a concern that 
arises because towers are typ-
ically placed on high ground, 
where they can be visible to 
residents.

The telecom-
m u n i c a t i o n s 
regulations were 
set to be elimi-
nated as part of 
a broader update 
to the town’s zon-
ing regulations 
that was under consider-
ation during the Planning 
and Zoning Commission’s 
Feb. 2 regular meeting. The 
edited document was intend-
ed to fix textual inconsisten-
cies, update terminology and 
eliminate “obsolete referenc-
es and regulations,” includ-
ing the telecommunications 
regulations, explained Land 
Use Director Abby Conroy 
during the meeting. 

After a brief public hear-
ing in which several com-
missioners and members of 
the public advised against 
getting rid of the regula-
tions, P&Z ultimately voted 
to pass the amended regula-
tions draft but with the tele-
communications section left 
intact. The remainder of the 
changes, which were largely 
minor corrections, will be 
adopted as the Commission 
and Land Use Office con-
tinue an extended push to 
rework and modernize the 
town’s regulations as a whole. 

The telecommunications 
regulations were established 
when Connecticut’s munici-
palities still had the author-
ity to govern the location 
of wireless cell and internet 
infrastructure. According to 

the statement of purpose of 
the zoning code, found in 
“Section 1000 — Communi-
cation Towers” of Salisbury’s 
regulations, the regulations 
were meant to “protect the 
aesthetic quality of the Salis-
bury skyline and ensure the 
safety of the community” — 
concerns that residents say 
remain especially relevant in 
a town defined by its hills and 
long-distance views. 

This power is now ceded 
to the Connecticut Siting 
Council, affirmed by the 
federal Telecommunications 
Act of 1996. The elimination 
of the town’s regulations on 
the topic was meant to cor-
rect a redundancy, Conroy 
said, given that P&Z doesn’t 
wield any regulatory author-
ity over locating this type of 
infrastructure anymore. 

Conroy also read a state-
ment into the record that 
was submitted by B. Blake 
Levitt, communications di-
rector at the Berkshire-Litch-
field Environmental Council. 
The letter argued the town 
should keep the regulations 
as they give the town the only 
voice it has left in tower sit-
ing discussions, which can 
have significant impacts on 
viewsheds, watersheds and 
ecology — particularly in 
elevated areas where towers 
can be visible for miles.

Levitt’s statement was also 
published as an opinion piece 
in the Feb. 5 issue of this 
newspaper. 

“To have no telecom regs 
can weaken a town’s rights to 
protect environmental, sce-
nic and historic assets,” she 
wrote, describing telecom-

munications regulations as 
“the lowest hanging fruit any 
town can possess in case it’s 
needed.” 

During the Feb. 2 public 
hearing, she added that while 
P&Z commissions may no 
longer govern where these 
facilities are located, having 
regulations at least enables 
the town to join the conver-
sation which otherwise may 
be held solely between state 

officials and pri-
vate companies. 

The regula-
tions “enable 
you to intervene 
when you have 
something you 
want to accom-
plish through 

the Siting Council,” she 
said, explaining that such 
a town code enables P&Z 
commissions to legally enter 
telecommunications siting 
deliberations. “It’s really the 
only way to get their atten-
tion — to file for intervenor 
status.” 

Residents Lorry Shepard 
and David Bright shared sim-
ilar concerns. “We have very 
special viewsheds as well as 
water sources and water-
shed,” said Shepard, while 
Bright maintained that “this 
is just another way for the 
community to stay involved 
in issues that have been part 
and parcel to, excuse the 
expression, the character 
of Salisbury for a very long 
time.” 

After some conversation, 
the Commission ultimately 
voted unanimously to keep 
the regulations intact for the 
time being. 

Levitt, Conroy and several 
commissioners agreed that 
the antiquated language and 
concepts will require rewrit-
ing, though, as today’s wire-
less landscape has evolved 
significantly from the time 
when the regulations were 
first adopted.

Read Aloud Day comes to Kellogg
By Patrick L. Sullivan 

FALLS VILLAGE — 
Wednesday, Feb. 4 was Read 
Aloud Day at Lee H. Kellogg 
School. Members of the com-
munity made their way into 
the school and milled about 
in the library, enjoying coffee 
and breakfast pastries, and 
brushed up on the books 
they were going to read. 

A little before 9 a.m., stu-
dents appeared to escort the 
readers to the various class-
rooms.

Andrea Downs read “Re-
start” by Gordon Korman. 

She confessed she hadn’t 
finished the book, “but Ms. 
Blass is going to let me take 

it home to finish.” 
The readers were Michelle 

Hansen, Meg Sher, Caitlyn 
Robbins (from National Iron 
Bank), Emily Peterson, Becca 

Malone (from Community 
Health and Wellness), Dave 
Barger, Liz Ives (owner of 
the Off the Trail Cafe) and 
Downs. 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Andrea Downs reads to students at Lee H. Kellogg 
School for Read Aloud Day Wednesday, Feb. 4.
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Legal Notice
Notice of New Antenna 

Structure Registration for 
the Construction of Lattice 
Tower. Tarpon Towers 
III, LLC has applied for 
an Antenna Structure 
Registration for an new 170’ 
Lattice Tower. The tower 
will not be lit, as required 
by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). The 
tower is located at 161 
Conrad Street, Naugatuck, 
Connecticut 06770 New 
Haven County. Interested 
persons may review the 
application online at www.
fcc.gov/asr/applications by 
entering the Form 854 File 
Number A Interested persons 
may raise environmental 
c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e 
structure by filing A1353060 
Request for Environmental 
Review with the Federal 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission (FCC).The 
FCC strongly encourages 
interested parties to file 
Requests for Environmental 
Review Online. Instructions 
for making such filing can be 
found online at www.fcc.gov/
asr/environmentalrequest. 
The mailing address for 
interested parties that would 
prefer to file a Request for 
Environmental Review by 
paper copy is FCC Request 
for Environmental Review, 
Attn: Ramon Williams, 445 
12th Street SW, Washington, 
DC 20554.

02-12-26

Legal Notice
The Planning & Zoning 

Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury will hold a 
Public Hearing on Special 
P e r m i t  Ap p l i c a t i o n 

#2026-0307 by Amber 
Construction and Design 
Inc for vertical expansion of 
a nonconforming structure 
at 120 Wells Hill Road, 
Lakeville, Map 36, Lot 09 per 
Section 503.2 of the Salisbury 
Zoning Regulations. The 
Owners of the property are 
Joseph Edward Costa and 
Elyse Catherine Nelson. 
The hearing will be held 
on Tuesday, February 17, 
2026 at 5:45 PM. There is 
no physical location for 
this meeting. This meeting 
will be held virtually via 
Zoom where interested 
persons can listen to & 
speak on the matter. The 
application, agenda and 
meeting instructions will 
be listed at www.salisburyct.
us/agendas/. The application 
materials will be listed 
at www.salisburyct.us/
planning-zoning-meeting-
d o c u me nt s / .  Wr it te n 
comments may be submitted 
to the Land Use Office, 
Salisbury Town Hall, 27 
Main Street, P.O. Box 548, 
Salisbury, CT or via email 
to landuse@salisburyct.us. 
Paper copies of the agenda, 
meeting instructions, and 
application materials may be 
reviewed Monday through 
Thursday between the hours 
of 8:00 AM and 3:30 PM 
at the Land Use Office, 
Salisbury Town Hall, 27 
Main Street, Salisbury CT.

Salisbury Planning & 
Zoning Commission

Robert Riva, Secretary
02-05-26
02-12-26

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury

Planning & Zoning 
Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that the following action 
was taken by the Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
of the Town of Salisbury, 
Connecticut on February 
2, 2026:

Approved - Special 
Permit Application #2025-
0306 by Dana Rohn, for a 
detached apartment on a 
single family residential lot 
in accordance with Section 
208 of the regulations. 
The property is shown on 
Salisbury Assessor’s Map 
39 as Lot 09 and is located 
at 120 Wells Hill Road, 
Lakeville. The owners of 
the property are Dana and 
Frederick Rohn.

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal these decisions 
to the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §8-8.

Town of Salisbury
 Planning &

Zoning Commission
Robert Riva, Secretary

02-12-26

Notice of Decision
Town of Salisbury

Planning & Zoning 
Commission

Notice is hereby given 
that on February 2, 2026 
the Planning & Zoning 
Commission of the Town 
of Salisbury, Connecticut 
approved amendments 
to the Town of Salisbury 
Zoning Regulations to be 
effective March 2, 2026 for 
the following purposes:

1. to provide that family 

child care homes and group 
child care homes, located 
in a residence, are allowed 
in residential zones, as 
required by Public Act 23-
142;

2. to correct inconsistent 
spelling and formatting of 
terms;

 3. to eliminate duplicative 
language; and

4. to remove obsolete 
references and regulations

Paper copies of the 
approved regulations are 
available in the Office of 
the Town Clerk, Salisbury 
Town Hall, 27 Main Steet, 
Salisbury CT. Additionally, 
copies of the approved 
regulations are available 
on the Planning & Zoning 
Commission page of the 
Town website at www.
salisburyct.us/planning-
zoning-commission

Any aggrieved person 
may appeal these decisions 
to the Connecticut Superior 
Court in accordance with the 
provisions of Connecticut 
General Statutes §8-8.

Town of Salisbury
Planning &

Zoning Commission
Robert Riva, Secretary

02-12-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
MARY ANN 
MARSCHAT

Late of Canaan
(25-00521)

 The Hon. Jordan M. 
Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
January 29, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 

presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
James D. Rohr
c/o Linda M Patz
Drury, Patz & Citrin, LLP
7 Church Street
P.O. Box 101
Canaan, CT 06068

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

02-12-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

SARAH M. POLHEMUS
Late of Salisbury

(26-00014)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
January 29, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Frederick S. Polhemus
15 Willow Drive
Lakeville, CT 06039

 Megan M.Foley
Clerk

02-12-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

SEAMUS S. BROWN
Late of Sharon

(25-00528)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 

Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
January 22, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The financial is:
DeWitt C. Brown
c/o Barbara Ann Taylor
Reid and Riege, PC
One Financial Plaza
Hartford, CT 06103

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

02-12-26

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

RAFAEL A. PORRO
Late of Salisbury

(26-00026)
 The Hon. Jordan M. 

Richards, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District 
of Litchfield Hills Probate 
Court, by decree dated 
January 29, 2026, ordered 
that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such 
claim may result in the loss 
of rights to recover on such 
claim.

The fiduciary is:
Hedwig Porro Wells
c/o Emily D Vail
Vail & Vail, LLC
 5 Academy Street
PO Box 568
Salisbury, CT 06068

Megan M.Foley
Clerk

02-12-26

Dennis John Parsons
ANCRAM — Dennis 

John Parsons, 73, a lifelong 
area resident died peacefully 
on Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026, at 
Columbia Memorial Health 
Center in Hudson, New York. 
Mr. Parsons worked for ten 
years at the Kimberly-Clark 
Corporation, Ancram Mill, 
in Ancram, New York, as 
a manufacturing operator 
prior to a work injury that 
sidelined his career.

Born Dec. 7, 1952, in Sha-
ron, Connecticut, he was the 
son of the late William Par-
sons, Sr. and Elizabeth A. 
(Milton) Swartz. He was ed-
ucated locally and served his 
country in the United States 
Army as a helicopter me-
chanic during the Vietnam 
War. He was honorably dis-
charged following his service. 

Mr. Parsons was an avid 
deer hunter who enjoyed 
hunting with his son Kyle 
and playing pool in his 
spare time. He liked classic 
hot rod cars in his younger 
years, especially his VW Bee-
tle and his red 1954 Interna-
tional pickup truck. He very 
much enjoyed socializing 
and spending time in recent 
years with his family and 
many friends at his garage, 
a social hotspot in Ancram. 

He will be dearly missed by 
his family and many friends.  

Mr. Parsons is survived 
by his son, Kyle L. Burdick 
and his wife Melissa of Stan-
fordville, New York; three 
grandchildren, Jerimiah and 
Dylan Burdick of Elizaville, 
New York, and Dominique 
Burdick of Stanfordville; two 
brothers, William Parsons 
and his wife Rosie and Da-
vid Parsons; two sisters, Pa-
mela Miles and her husband 
Michael and Kathleen Sigler 
and her longtime companion 
Don Bird; his brother-in-law 
Michael DeWitt and several 
nieces and nephews. In ad-
dition to his parents, he was 
predeceased by two sisters, 
Donna DeWitt of Millerton 
and Lori Jean Parsons of Pine 
Plains and several beloved 
pets.

Visitation, funeral and 
Visitation, funeral and buri-
al information may be an-
nounced at a later date. To 
send an online condolence to 
the family or to plant a tree 
in Dennis’s honor please vis-
it www.conklinfuneralhome.
com Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 
37 Park Avenue, Millerton, 
NY 12546.

OBITUARIES

For more obituaries, see pages A5 and A7

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

A 12-acre lakefront home at 430 Milton Road, which sold for $2.69 million, was the most expensive property 
sold in Goshen outside Woodridge Lake in the past 10 years. The 5,000-square-foot house features two ponds, 
an in-ground pool with an infinity waterfall and three fireplaces.

Goshen home prices hold steady
By Christine Bates

GOSHEN —Single-fam-
ily home prices in Goshen 
were largely flat year over 
year. 

The 12-month median 
home price for 2025 was 
$645,000, based on 36 sales, 
only slightly above the 2024 
median of $642,500, which 
reflected 46 transactions. 
December activity included 
six single-family home trans-
fers, two of which closed 
above $1 million, neither 
located in the Woodridge 
Lake area. 

While median pric-
es showed little move-
ment, the average price 
per square foot increased 
to $315 in 2025, a 13.7% 

rise compared with 2024. 
Inventory remains con-
strained. 

December Transactions
110 Bentley Circle — 2 

bedroom/2 bath home built 
in 1999 sold by Donald Calk-
ins Jr. to Rodney Zander for 
$150,000.

430 Milton Road — 7 bed-
room/7 full bath/2 half bath 
home built in 1930 with two 
parcels of land sold by Rob-
ert Siegel Dynasty Trust to 
Daniel Kahn for $2,690,000.

15 Tyler Lake Heights — 2 
bedroom/2 bath home on .21 
acres built in 1953 sold by 
Launa Goslee to Andy and 
Kristy Santiago for $450,000.

109 East Street North — 4 
bedroom/2 bath home sold 
by Estate of Concetta Kincaid 

to Vivian and Matthew Hall 
for $760,000.

455 Milton Road — 3 
bedroom/3.5 bath home on 
2.57 acre sold by Andrew 
Roraback to 455 Milton 
Parking LLC for $1,650,000.

127 School House Road 
— 2 bedroom/1 bath home 
on 3.3 acres sold by Keith 
and Annette Tillman to Mi-
chael and Meghan Bennett 
for $340,000.

* Town of Goshen real 
estate transfers recorded as 
sold between Dec. 1, 2025, 
and Dec. 31, 2025, provided 
by Goshen Town Clerk. Trans-
fers without consideration are 
not included. Current mar-
ket listings from Smart MLS. 
Note that recorded transfers 
frequently lag closed sales by 

a number of days. Compiled 
by Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Salesperson with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in Connecticut and 
New York.

Sharon Center School kindergarten 
registration set for Feb. 27, March 6 

SHARON — Sharon 
Center School is inviting 
families with children born 
between Jan. 1 and Aug. 31, 
2021, to register for kin-
dergarten for the 2026–27 
school year.

Children born between 
Sept. 1 and Dec. 31, 2021, 
are eligible to enroll in the 
school’s Early Kindergarten 
program.

A birth certificate and 
proof of current immuni-

zations are required.
Registration will take 

place Feb. 27 and March 6. 
Contact Justin Nadeau for 
info 860-364-5153 or email 
jnadeau@sharoncenter-
school.org
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Tim Prentice

PHOTO BY LAZLO GYORSOK

PHOTO BY NICK JACOBS

Chronicle, where his draw-
ings tended to skewer local 
issues. The Prentice barn 
was legendary for everything 
but cows: instruments con-
structed out of plywood and 
PVC tubing, concerts, pic-

nics, weddings, art shows, 
memorials, anniversaries, 
birthdays, songfests, family 
reunions, raucous hootenan-
nies, and even as a test site for 
a  ‘bolt-together’ house.

He is survived by his two 
daughters, Nora and Phoebe, 
and by his adored grandchil-
dren, Zeke and Zed Homer. 
His infinitely beloved wife, 
Marie, predeceased him in 
2018.

One of Tim’s favorite re-
flections captures the arc of 
his life:

The engineer wants to min-
imize friction to make the air 
visible. 

The architect studies mat-
ters of scale and proportion. 

The sailor wants to know 
the strength and direction of 
the wind. 

The artist wants to under-
stand its changing shape. 

Meanwhile, the child 
wants to play.

Donations can be made 
to: The Cornwall Housing 
Corporation: P.O. Box 174, 
Cornwall, CT 06753 

No memorial is planned 
yet. 

Thank you to all of Tim’s 
great caregivers.

Among his creations were 
a pool house shaped like a 
miniature Parthenon, com-
plete with Elgin Marbles 
rendered in plywood, and a 
new house masquerading as 
a renovated hay barn.

Tim’s big break came in 
1976 with a nearly three-
ton commission for AT & T. 
More than 150 commissions 
followed throughout the 
U.S. and the world. Ranging 
from the 230-foot-long ‘Red 
Zinger’ in Hartford’s Bradley 
Airport to a set of turning 
circles for Renzo Piano’s Au-
rora Place in Sydney, Austra-
lia. He also made dozens of 
smaller sculptures that sold 
like hotcakes at local shows 
and exhibits.

In the mid-1980’s, Tim 
and Marie moved to Corn-
wall full-time and became 
involved with local afford-
able housing initiatives.  
Tim co-founded the Corn-
wall Housing Corporation 
(CHC), organized the annual 
House Tour benefit, and de-
signed several houses for the 
CHC’s parcel program. Addi-
tionally, he spearheaded an 
unsuccessful but passionate 
effort to save the Greek Re-
vival Rumsey Hall building 
in Cornwall Village, which, 
prior to demolition, was list-
ed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

In 2012, Tim and long-
time associate David Colbert 
formed Prentice Colbert, 
Inc., to continue the adven-
ture of making large-scale 
site-specific pieces.

A monograph, Drawing 
on the Air, was published 
in 2012. Tim received the 
Connecticut Governor’s 
Arts Award in 2014 and was 
honored in 2021 with a solo 
exhibit at the Aldrich Con-
temporary Art Museum in 
Ridgefield. 

In the 1990’s, Tim devel-
oped macular degeneration, 
but he never stopped work-
ing as his eyesight dimin-
ished.  In 2024, the American 
Macular Degeneration Foun-
dation’s Vision & Art Project 
premiered a film about his 
life, aptly titled The Air Made 
Visible. 

Whimsy, playfulness and 
music were an important 
part of Tim’s life. For de-
cades, he created an annu-
al calendar for family and 
friends and was a frequent 
illustrator for the Cornwall 

CORNWALL — Tim 
Prentice, architect turned ki-
netic sculptor, died at home 
in Cornwall on Nov. 25, 2025, 
at the well-lived age of 95.

Born in New York City 
on Guy Fawkes Day in 1930, 
Tim was the son of Theodo-
ra (“Dody”) Machado and 
architect Merrill Prentice. 
That same year, his parents 
bought a 150-year-old house 
in Cornwall, and Tim’s con-
nection with the town as his 
lifelong “spiritual home” be-
gan.

He attended Rumsey 
Hall in Cornwall Village, 
the Brooks School, and Yale 
College. While at Brooks, 
a field trip to the Addison 
Gallery in Andover proved 
quietly decisive: in the lobby 
hung a mobile by Alexander 
Calder, which moved in re-
sponse to otherwise invisible 
air currents. Tim was riveted. 
Decades later, that moment 
would resurface as destiny.

Graduate school was post-
poned by four years of Navy 
service during the Korean 
War. Tim served as a bom-
bardier navigator with the 
Sixth Fleet, flying off aircraft 
carriers on grueling elev-
en-hour missions and nav-
igating using a demanding 
three-star fix, an experience 
that left him with a sailor’s 
respect for wind, balance, 
and motion.

After the war, he returned 
to Yale, earning a Master’s 
degree at the School of Art 
and Architecture. He studied 
with the modernist Paul Ru-
dolph and took Josef Albers’s 
famed color class not once, 
but twice.

In 1960, Tim married 
Marie Bissell in her parents’ 

backyard in Can-
ton, Connecticut. 
Both were enthu-
siastic amateur 
folksingers. In 
1963, they were 
sent by the State 
Department on 
a goodwill jour-
ney through Asia 
and East Africa, 
guitar and banjo 
in hand, sharing 
and gathering 
new melodies to 
carry home.

In 1965, back 
in New York City, 
Tim co-founded 
the award-winning 
architectural firm Prentice & 
Chan with Lo-Yi Chan from 
I.M. Pei’s office. Among many 
projects, Lo-Yi designed 
middle-income housing for 
NY State, and Tim designed 
houses in Connecticut.  

During this time, Tim 
also became a member of 
MOMA’s Committee on Ar-
chitecture and Design and 
President of the Municipal 
Art Society, where he helped 
lead a successful campaign to 
save Grand Central Terminal 
from demolition. 

In 1975, Tim left the firm 
to pursue his new career in 
sculpture in the living room 
of his apartment and, on 
weekends, in a century-old 
ice shed on their farm in 
Cornwall. He taught archi-
tecture at Columbia and con-
tinued to design and remodel 
houses in the Cornwall area - 
over 60 all told. His architec-
ture balanced international 
modernism with a deep af-
fection for the plainspoken 
New England barn and, of-
ten, a wry sense of humor. 
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Worship Services
Week of February 15, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 3:00 P.M.

518-789-3138

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, March 8 at 10:30 a.m.  
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!
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Lucille C. Nelson
SHARON — Lucille C. 

Nelson, 93, of Sharon Valley 
passed away Feb. 
1, 2026, at Sharon 
Hospital after a 
short illness. Her 
loving family was 
at her side. She was 
the wife of the late 
Edwin O. Nelson.

Lucille was 
born Nov. 28, 1932, 
in Vergennes, Ver-
mont, the daughter 
of the late Eldred Cunning-
ham Sr. and Lilah LaRose 
Cunningham.

She graduated from Ver-
gennes High School in 1950.

In 1953, Lucille mar-
ried Eddie Nelson while he 
was home on medical leave 
from the United States Army 
where he was actively serving 
during the Korean Conflict. 
The young couple moved to 
Connecticut in 1960.

In 1970 they bought their 
home in Sharon where Lu-
cille would reside for the next 
55 years.

Lucille began her career 
at The Hotchkiss School in 
1966. Over the years, she 
held many positions within 
the school, including work 
in the mail room and serving 
as secretary to the Head Mas-
ter. From 1987 until her re-
tirement in 2006, she served 
as the Gifts Manager in the 
Alumni and Development 
Office, where she was re-
sponsible for processing gifts 
to the school. In recognition 
of her dedication and service, 
Lucille received the Indepen-
dent School Support Staff 
Distinguished Service Award 
in 1992 from the Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education (CASE) of Wash-

ington, D.C. She was deeply 
devoted to The Hotchkiss 

School and trea-
sured her school 
“family.”

Outside of 
work, Lucille was 
an avid gardener 
with a true green 
thumb. She en-
joyed crocheting 
and knitting, stay-
ing active through 
walking and exer-

cise, and especially looked 
forward to her Monday night 
dinners with friends. 

Most of all, Lucille trea-
sured time spent with her 
family, which brought her 
the greatest joy.

Lucille is survived by her 
children, Eric (Cindy) Nel-
son, Diane N. (Peter) Selino 
and Scott (Bianca) Nelson of 
Sharon and by her brother, 
David Cunningham of Ver-
gennes, Vermont. She has 11 
grandchildren and 17 great 
grandchildren.

She was predeceased 
by her children, Lynn, Mi-
chael and Jon Nelson; and 
her grandson, Mark Selino; 
and her siblings, Eldred 
Cunningham Jr., Leonard 
Cunningham (her twin 
brother), Rosalene Casey, 
Beverly Peck, and Richard 
Cunningham.

A graveside service and 
burial will be held at Ells-
worth Cemetery in Sharon, 
with a reception following in 
the spring. All are welcome 
to attend. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the 
Sharon Volunteer Ambu-
lance, P.O. Box 357, Sharon, 
CT 06069. Kenny Funeral 
Home has care of arrange-
ments.

Michael English
FALLS VILLAGE — Mi-

chael English passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 
17, 2026.

Michael was 
born in Queens, 
New York, on Oct. 
19, 1961, to Anita 
and Thomas En-
glish. Michael was 
in a hurry and he 
arrived a bit early 
with his red hair, 
big bright blue 
eyes, and a bit of a temper. 
He was the 6th of 9 children.

Michael spent his life try-
ing to see where he fit in and 
was very happy living in Falls 
Village.

He had a big heart, an 
infectious laugh, and was 
happiest when cooking for 
others. He enjoyed working 
at Snack Shack and The Boat-
house. He loved Thanksgiv-
ing and feeding all those who 
came together for communi-
ty dinners at Pilgrim House.

He had two passions: the 
NY Yankees and playing golf. 
If he was watching Yankees 

baseball, he would block out 
everything and everyone and 

cheer them on. As 
far as golf goes, he 
probably wasn’t as 
good as he told ev-
eryone he was. He 
had the gift of gab.

You would 
think he kissed the 
Blarney Stone. Mi-
chael liked to tell 
stories with and 
without his (fake) 

Irish Brogue.
Michael was predeceased 

by his parents Anita and 
Thomas, and his brothers 
Brian and Stephen.

He is survived by his sib-
lings; Kenneth, Maureen, 
Patricia Siantos (Aposto-
los), Donna Fanning (Mike), 
Christopher (Claudia), and 
Philip as well as 16 nieces and 
nephews. A memorial service 
will be held in the spring and 
Michael’s final resting place 
will be at St. Charles Cem-
etery in Farmingdale, New 
York. Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Sara L. Swain
WATERFORD, N.Y. —  

Sara L. Swain, 79, of Fonda 
Rd. and formerly 
of Ashley Falls, 
Massachusetts , 
passed away at 
home, peacefully 
on Feb. 6, 2026. 
Born in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, she 
was the daughter 
of the late John 
Leslie James and 
Margaret Clayland 
Reichard.

Sara was employed at 
Salisbury School in Salisbury, 
Connecticut for 30 years 
until she retired in the early 
2000’s. She worshipped at the 
Becket Federated Church in 
Becket, Massachusetts and 
the First Congregational 
Church in Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts. She enjoyed 
gardening, loved plants and 

animals (especially cats) 
and traveling. She also was 

very interested in 
archiving her fami-
ly’s genealogy, both 
immediate and ex-
tended.

Sara leaves her 
daughter, Carrie 
Swain of Waterford 
(Kurt) and was 
predeceased by 
daughter, Saman-
tha Tyer (Bill). She 

also leaves her sister, Caro-
line James, her niece, Kristen 
Dudley, and her grandchil-
dren Gus Gundlach, Seamus 
and Sophie O’Brien, and Sar-
ah and Daniel Tyer.

A private graveside com-
mittal service will be held in 
Pittsburgh. Those who wish 
may make memorial contri-
butions to Shriners Hospital: 
donate.shrinerschildrens.org

For more obituaries, see Pages A4 and A7
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Snow Ball a success
As organizer of the Salis-

bury Winter Sports Associa-
tion annual Snow Ball Dance, 
I want to send a big thank 
you out to the many people 
who made it happen again 
this year at the Salisbury 
Town Grove in Lakeville. 

Thanks to Stacey Dodge 
and her amazing team, the 
place was decorated perfect-
ly for our 100th anniversary 
celebration. Also, a big thank 
you to the many volunteers 
who always come through to 
assist at the event and doz-
ens of local businesses who 
donated wonderful prizes to 

the annual Snow Ball raffle.
Thank you to those who 

braved the sub-zero tempera-
ture to attend and dance to 
some great music. We would 
also like to thank our gener-
ous friends at the Norbrook 
Farm Brewery for their gen-
erous support. Without these 
people and businesses our 
event would not be possible. 

See you at our next SWSA 
event!

John Sullivan
On behalf of the 

Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association

Lakeville

Hayes saves SNAP
The federal SNAP pro-

gram, or the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, has existed for many 
years to help people buy 
food by putting money ev-
ery month on a debit card. 
The program offers free 
education and job train-
ing. In Connecticut 10.5% 
or 391,200 people qualified 
for SNAP in 2024. Under 
the Big Beautiful Bill, states 
will be forced to absorb 57% 
of administrative costs and 
SNAP benefit costs by 2027.  
This bill includes new work 
requirements, even though 
most recipients already work. 
In fact, millions of Ameri-
cans nationwide may lose 
their benefits. In this bill, 
recipients would receive 
benefits for no more than 
3 months over 3 years, re-
moving exemptions for the 
homeless, elderly, people 
with disabilities, veterans and 
youth raised in foster care. To 
apply it takes 30 days by mail 
and forms must be renewed 

every 6 months. The situation 
is made more urgent because 
food banks have had a surge 
in demand nationwide as 
food costs have risen faster 
than salaries.

Fighting back, our Con-
gresswoman, Johana Hayes, 
has introduced the Restoring 
Food Security for Families 
and Farmers Act, which 
would repeal shifting these 
devastating costs to states 
and reverse the cuts to SNAP.  

As Representative Hayes 
said: “The Big Beautiful Bill 
implemented the largest cut 
to SNAP in history – put-
ting the most vulnerable at 
higher risk of hunger. With 
the Restoring Food Security 
for American Families and 
Farmers Act, we can reverse 
the damage caused by this 
legislation and restore the 
nearly $200 billion eliminat-
ed from SNAP. “

 Let us hope that Congress 
will swiftly pass Hayes’ bill.

Lizbeth Piel
Sharon

Turning Back The Pages
Norma Bosworth

125 years ago —  
February 1901

Miss Muffins of Boston 
has come to reside with Mr. 
and Mrs. G.A. Selleck. Miss 
Muffins is a kitten of the An-
gora breed and is as odd as it 
is valuable. It is a gift to Mrs. 
Selleck from her brother, Mr. 
Frank Wolfe.

CHAPINVILLE — Mr. 
Bain of Falls Village has 
bought the MacNeil place 
of Watson Parmalee. Price 
$4,500.

The Falls Village Inn had 
a very narrow escape from 
being burned Tuesday night, 
the ceiling catching fire over a 
lamp in the pool room.

Mr. John Cleaveland of 
Sharon is visiting at Mrs. Jane 
Cleaveland’s. Mr. Cleaveland 
is a man of 72 years and made 
the trip from Sharon on foot 
last Saturday.

The west bound freight 
on Wednesday afternoon 
became stalled in the snow 
at Cook’s Cut. As a result, the 

5:25 o’clock passenger train 
was held at this station for 
two hours until the road was 
cleared. Some of the passen-
gers remained in town over 
night.

100 years ago — 
February 1926

ORE HILL — The James 
Flint family have a new vic-
trola.

A party of young women 
from Garden City, L.I., came 
up to enjoy the winter sports 
over the week-end, making 
their headquarters at Farnam 
Tavern.

50 years ago — 
February 1976

It was an anxious five days 
for the Aller family in Lakev-
ille before members knew that 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Aller Jr. 
and their party were safe in 
their vacation house in Anti-
gua, Guatemala, after the dev-
astating earthquake of Feb. 4. 

Driver education will no 
longer be required at Housa-
tonic Valley Regional High 

School, the HVRHS board 
decided Tuesday night. The 
board agreed to offer both 
classroom training and on-
the-road driver education as 
elective courses.

CORNWALL — The first 
order of business at the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion’s Monday night meeting 
was to approve the Nestle 
Corporation’s plan for a struc-
ture to house a 5000-gallon 
water storage tank. The 8 by 
40 foot shed of cedar siding 
will stand on six existing con-
crete saddles located near the 
Nestle spring on old Route 4 
in Cornwall Bridge. The com-
pany was recently granted a 
variance by the Zoning Board 
of Appeals to construct a tank 
for commercial use on the 
site, which is in a residential 
zone. 

25 years ago — 
February 2001

The reaction in local towns 
was mixed yesterday to a pro-
posal from Gov. John G. Row-
land that the state purchase 
more than 15,300 acres of 
land from the Kelda Group, a 
regional water company, and 
its subsidiaries, Bridgeport 
Hydraulic Co. and Aquar-
ion. Of those lands, which 
surround the utility’s reser-
voirs, 1,668 are in Litchfield 
County. The largest parcel 
in the county is 1,123 acres 
in Falls Village. The second 
largest parcel is 428 acres in 
Salisbury. 

On Tuesday, a small chem-
ical spill occurred at Cornwall 
Consolidated School. Fortu-
nately, classes had been can-
celled for the day due to the 
weather and no children were 
present. The chemical, potas-
sium hydroxide, was added to 
the boiler of the school as a 
water softener to prevent rust. 

Mia Purcell, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Purcell of 
Falls Village, has joined the 
staff of Audubon Expedition 
Institute in Belfast, Maine, as 
development director. 

KENT — Navy Comdr. 
Kathleen M. Lindenmayer, 
daughter of Maureen and 
Tom Brady of Elizabeth Street, 
recently reported for duty at 
Naval Maritime Intelligence 
Center in Washington, D.C.

CANAAN — The Colonial 
Community Theatre Group, 
which is ready to move 
ahead with the purchase of 
the historic Colonial Theater 
it is trying to save, has hit an 
unexpected stumbling block. 
The owners have not ac-
knowledged written offers or 
returned phone calls from the 
group. The theater closed four 
years ago this month with the 
sudden death of owner/oper-
ator Shirley Boscardin. 

These items were taken 
from The Lakeville Journal 
archives at Salisbury’s Scoville 
Memorial Library, keeping 
the original wording intact as 
possible.

Beginning this week, readers will see a redesigned 
Compass section, focused on arts and lifestyle 
coverage from across the region. This update 

marks the first step in an expanded approach to arts 
and lifestyle reporting.

Compass covers the creative, cultural and everyday 
activity that shapes life here — the work people make, 
the places they gather and the ways communities ex-
press themselves. Arts and lifestyle reporting is part of 
the broader story of this area and an essential record 
of how people live.

New this week is the introduction of a regular com-
munity profile highlighting individuals who contrib-
ute to the region’s cultural life through creative work, 
long-standing involvement in local institutions, or by 
simply making life here more interesting.

Arts and lifestyle coverage is not only about 
documenting what has already happened. Compass 
will continue to emphasize reporting on events and 
activities readers can take part in — performances, 
exhibitions, talks, festivals and outdoor activities.

We’re also seeking new voices. We welcome story 
ideas, tips and pitches, and we’re interested in working 
with writers and photographers who want to contrib-
ute thoughtful, independent arts and lifestyle cover-
age. Send inquiries to nataliaz@lakevillejournal.com.

We look forward to your feedback.

About Compass

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Appreciation goes a long 
way to moderating speed

I write with regard to your 
article on speed cameras in 
the Northwest Corner, and 
specifically the atmosphere 
they can foment. Even the 
basic radar speed check de-
vices seem to stir up ill-will 
or angst, judging by the num-
ber of times one near me has 
been ‘dismantled’.

I thought it worth shar-
ing an anecdote from a re-
cent visit to the UK where the 
latest generation of similar 
devices can also display a 

bright green ‘Thank You” to 
drivers who are at or below 
the limits. I confess to a silent 
“You’re welcome” thought  as 
I drove on by.

The point being, the mes-
sage or implication of these 
devices needn’t only be cas-
tigating or even punitive - a 
little appreciation can also go 
a long way to achieving that 
changed driving behaviour 
we all seek.

Ben Gore
Lakeville
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ington, DC (with plans even-
tually to extend to Maine and 
Florida). Each day Amtrak 
carries more than 750,000 
passengers on its trains. Its 
tracks also carry eight com-
muter rail company lines and 
several freight lines. NEC has 
developed a program of high 
speed trains, one of which, 
the Acela reaches speeds of 
160 MPH along parts of MA, 
RI, and NJ; trains only await 
funding for improved track 
beds for the faster trains.

The NEC, from Boston 
to Washington, of which the 
Gateway Project is the cen-
terpiece, runs through nine 
states and the District of 
Columbia; all of which po-
litically, are Democratic. All 
of the Federal funding for the 
project was legislated under 
the Biden administration’s 
2023 Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act. President 
Biden himself was a major 
supporter of rail travel. Pres-
ident Trump, never a fan of 
trains, has several times tried 
to block or reduce federal 
funding for Gateway. Under 
the funding agreements the 
states of New York and New 
Jersey each are responsible 
for a quarter of the overall 
costs with the Federal gov-
ernment paying for half of 
the cost. The Department of 
Transportation, under Pres-
ident Trump’s direction has 
been withholding scheduled 
payments to The Gateway 
Development Commission 
over feeble excuses with the 
result that Gateway runs 
out of money by February 
6th and must lay off its staff 
of over 1,000 workers and 
shut down the entire proj-
ect unless Trump directs the 
Transportation Agency to 
continue funding the proj-
ect forthwith. “As this law-
suit makes clear, President 

Guest 
Commentary 
John Breasted
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Realtor® at Large
Mikaela Shiffrin, Gold medalist 
member of the US Ski Team 
competing at the Olympics 
quoted Nelson Mandela when 
asked her thoughts on the 
current divisive state of politics 
in our country:

“Peace is not just the absence 
of conflict. Peace is the 
creation of an environment 
where all can flourish 
regardless of race, color, creed, 
religion, gender, class, caste 
or any other social markers of 
difference.”

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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What’s the Gateway project?

OBITUARIES

Karl Liebsch
NORFOLK — Karl Li-

ebsch passed away unex-
pectedly in his home on Jan. 
9, 2026, at the age 
of 72.

Karl was born 
on Dec. 2, 1954, 
in Hamburg, Ger-
many, to Erich and 
Hedwig Liebsch. 
He later made his 
home in the Unit-
ed States, where he 
built a life ground-
ed in family, hard 
work, and simple joys. He 
lived for many years in the 
village of Southfield in New 
Marlborough, Massachu-
setts, and moved to Norfolk, 
Connecticut in 2024.

Karl proudly served in the 
United States Air Force as a 
mechanic, a role that reflect-
ed his lifelong passion and 
talent for working with ma-
chines. He graduated from 
Mount Everett Regional High 
School in Sheffield, Massa-
chusetts, in 1972.

Following his service, Karl 
dedicated over 30 years of his 
career to Becton Dickinson 
in Canaan, Connecticut, 
where he was known for his 
strong work ethic, mechani-
cal skill, and reliability.

Karl had a deep love for 
cars and everything about 
them—tinkering, fixing, re-
storing, and talking about 

them. He also found peace 
and pride in his gardens, 
nurturing flowers with the 

same care he gave 
to those around 
him. A big kid at 
heart, Karl enjoyed 
laughter, music, 
and the simple 
pleasure of a beau-
tiful summer night 
spent by a fire pit 
with good music 
and good compa-
ny.

Karl is survived by his 
daughter, Rebecca Liebsch 
and her husband Brian Ce-
cchinato;Rebecca’s mother 
Gail Liebsch;his stepchil-
dren, Michael Eichsted, Da-
vid Streeter, and Chris Street-
er; and his siblings, Ursula 
Bushey, Renate Heeder, and 
Eleanor Stowell. And many 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his sisters Erica Liebsch 
and Anne Brooks.

Karl will be remembered 
for his mechanical mind, 
gentle heart, and love of life’s 
simple moments. He leaves 
behind many who will miss 
him deeply and carry his 
memory forward.

A private celebration will 
be held for family and close 
friends. In lieu of flowers, 
make a donation to your lo-
cal VFW in Karl’s honor!

Charles Lemmen
CANAAN — It is with 

great sadness that we share 
the passing of Charles Lem-
men, 87, of Ca-
naan, on Jan. 1, 
2026, after a long 
period of declining 
health.

Chuck was a 
loving father and 
husband with an 
inspiring and un-
quenchable work 
ethic. He gave 
much back to his 
community through his 
volunteering, including to 
the Canaan Historical Soci-
ety, the Falls Village Library, 
and Music Mountain. He was 
a voracious reader, especial-
ly historical works, a hobby 
eclipsed only by his love for 
classical music which he ex-
ercised at every opportunity. 
He also loved to travel, a pen-
chant that took him to Italy, 
Scandinavia, and as far afield 
as Antarctica.

Chuck was predeceased 
by his wife of 58 years, Bar-
bara, his sister Gwendolyn 
Kraay, his brother Robert, 
and his grandson Kevin 
Whitley. He is survived by 
his daughters Barbara Lem-
men (husband Geoff Nunes) 
and Nicola Whitley, his son 

Stuart Lemmen (wife Jen 
Margo), and his grandchil-
dren Hannah Whitley, Sid-

ney Nunes, Alex 
Nunes, and Elijah 
Lemmen.

He was born 
in Holland, Mich-
igan, May 19, 1938, 
to Benjamin and 
Lucille (Vander 
Werf) Lemmen, 
where he also grew 
up. He graduated 
from Hope College 

in 1960 and Case Western 
Reserve University in 1968.

Chuck was a philosophy 
and logic professor, an in-
surance agent, and then a 
computer programmer for 
Edward R. Hamilton Book-
seller in Falls Village for over 
40 years. 

He was a self-taught 
roofer, carpenter, vegetable 
gardener and builder which 
helped to raise his family of 
five over so many years.

Arrangements were han-
dled by the Cremation Soci-
ety of New England. A me-
morial service will be held 
later this year. 

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to Tan-
glewood or the Connecticut 
Food Bank.

Edwin A. French III
NEW PRESTON — Ed-

win A. French III passed 
away on Jan. 31, at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Water-
bury after a brief 
illness. Born July 
16, 1951, in North 
Adams, Massa-
chusetts, he was 
the eldest child of 
the late Edwin and 
Barbara French 
II. He grew up in 
Greenwich and at-
tended Greenwich 
Country Day, Rye Country 
Day, and Greenwich High 
School.

 Ed served as a volunteer 
firefighter and later as a dec-
orated Greenwich police of-
ficer, also playing bagpipes 
with the Emerald Society 
Police Band. 

After retiring, he lived 
in Sherman, Kent and New 
Preston, Connecticut.

 Independent and ad-
venturous, he loved hunt-
ing, fishing, traveling, and 

sharing stories—
especially of his 
motorcycle trip to 
Alaska. He was al-
ways ready to help 
friends and family.

 He is survived 
by his sons; Steven 
(Francis) and Marc 
(Mary); his broth-
ers David (Char-
lene) and Daniel 

(Cheryl); several grandchil-
dren, nieces, and nephews; 
and his brother‑in‑law Steve 
Gerwin. 

He was predeceased by his 
sister Faye Gerwin.

  A private memorial will 
be held at the family’s con-
venience. Donations may be 
made to the American Liver 
Foundation at liverfounda-
tion.org

A question of profound consequence

Why and how the U.S. corporate news 
media ignore open-source history

For more obituaries, see Pages A4 and A5

The survival of human 
civilization as we know 
it depends in large part 

on widespread understanding 
of uncensored, detailed an-
swers to this question.

In a recent letter to the 
editor on The Berkshire Edge 
online news site, I wrote that 
the U.S. mainstream corporate 
news media coverage of vital 
economic and political issues 
frequently distorts or entirely 
ignores essential, easily ac-
cessible historical and factu-
al open-source information, 
from detailed, well-document-
ed sources, information direct-
ly relevant to those issues.

Why do the editors and 
producers of Fox News, PBS 
News Hour, the CNN/PBS 
program ‘Amanpour & Com-
pany,’ CNN, MS NOW, NPR 
News, The Wall Street Jour-
nal, and The New York Times 
(many of whom have impres-
sive academic credentials) all 
appear to be totally ignorant of 
these detailed, often impecca-
bly documented sources?

Surely many, if not most, 
of the producers, editors, and 
corporate owners behind the 
pretty faces and mellifluous 
voices of the broadcast media 
and behind the print report-
ers and opinion writers in our 
major newspapers are aware of 
these easily accessible sources.

To understand how and 
why this form of journalistic 

malpractice is so widespread, I 
suggested that readers consult 
the 1988 book “The Manufac-
ture of Consent: The Political 
Economy of the Mass Media” 
by Noam Chomsky and Ed-
ward Herman.

That suggestion was too 
cryptic. “The Manufacture 
of Consent” is a thick book, 
which I think few readers will 
be likely to have the time or 
the inclination to read.

Here are three short ways in 
which Chomsky and Herman 
state their central thesis:

“Especially where the issues 
involve substantial U.S. eco-
nomic and political interests 
and relationships with friendly 
or hostile states, the mass me-
dia usually function much in 
the manner of state propagan-
da agencies.”

Their propaganda model 
for how U.S. corporate jour-
nalism works does not posit 
direct censorship or control 
over the news and opinion 
that is broadcast or printed, 
but explains:

“The raw material of news 
must pass through successive 
filters … that fix the premis-

es of discourse and interpre-
tation, and the definition of 
what is newsworthy in the 
first place …”

They add:
“The elite domination of the 

media and marginalization of 
dissidents that results from the 
operation of these filters occurs 
so naturally that media news 
people, frequently operating 
with complete integrity and 
goodwill, are able to convince 
themselves that they choose 
and interpret the news ‘objec-
tively’… [but] the constraints 
are so powerful … that alterna-
tive bases of news choices are 
hardly imaginable.”

For me, Chomsky and Her-
man’s model explains well why 
mainstream corporate media 
coverage is so negligently in-
complete about three vital 
current public issues, all of 
which have simmered for de-
cades. Each one now threatens 
to erupt into a toxic boil, fatal 
not only to what we like to call 
democracy, but to human civ-
ilization as we know it.

1. The history of Israel’s 
actions and the United States’ 
lavish support for them since 
1948 in Gaza and the occupied 
territories of the region former-
ly known as Palestine.

2. The history of relations 
between the United States and 
Russia since the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union in 1991 as 
essential context for under-

standing the development of 
the nearly four-year-old war 
between Russia and Ukraine 
and for international efforts to 
prevent its escalation into a nu-
clear war, which would destroy 
human civilization.

3. The chronically ruinous 
domestic economic effects of 
our country’s 80-year addiction 
to preparing for and waging 
war. The history of the devel-
opment of this economic ma-
lignancy has been completely 
ignored in the mainstream cor-
porate media that I have read 
regularly since 1961.

In his 1946 essay “Politics 
and the English Language,” 
George Orwell wrote “Modern 
English, especially written En-
glish, is full of bad habits which 
spread by imitation and which 
can be avoided if one is willing 
to take the necessary trouble. If 
one gets rid of these habits one 
can think more clearly, and to 
think clearly is a necessary first 
step toward political regener-
ation: so that the fight against 
bad English is not frivolous and 
is not the exclusive concern of 
professional writers.”

Substituting the word 
“journalism” for “English” 
and “journalists” for “writers” 
in this passage creates a fitting 
conclusion to this commentary.

John Breasted is a member 
of The Kent Center School Class 
of 1961 and the HVRHS Class 
of 1965.

In 2014, President Barack 
Obama called it “the most 
vital piece of infrastruc-

ture that needs to be built in 
the entire country”. In 2026, 
New York’s Senator Charles 
Schumer said Gateway was 
“the largest public works 
project in America”. Perhaps 
because of its decades long 
timetable (2022-2038) and 
its physically low-lying na-
ture, it is not well known to 
Northwest Corner residents. 

Begun in 2011 as a project 
to improve that crucial part 
of the Boston-to-Washington 
Northeast Corridor  (NEC)
rail system between Newark, 
NJ and New York, NY, the 
need for Gateway became 
considerably more apparent 
in 2012 with the damage to 
the “North River” pair of 
tunnels beneath the Hudson 
River. The two parallel single 
track tunnels opened back in 
1910, suffered widespread 
damage from Hurricane San-
dy and were in need of major 
repair and renovation as well. 
The basic idea of the Gateway 
project was to build two new 
single track tunnels adjacent 
to the original North River 
ones, then rebuild the origi-
nal pair and throughout the 
entire construction process 
attend to the myriad repairs 
and improvements to bring 
the whole area’s rail service 
up to modern standards. The 
improvements are expected 
to double train capacity. 

It took nearly a decade to 
line up both funding from 
federal agencies and the 
state governments involved 
and to complete regulatory 
filings. In 2021, the project 
was formally approved by 
the federal government and 
work officially began in 2023. 
The total cost was estimated 
(in August 2021) to be $16.1 
billion. The new tunnels are 
scheduled to be completed in 
2035, the re-construction of 
the original in 2038.

The Gateway Project is 
the central, most congested 
portion of what is commonly 
known as the NEC which ex-
tends from Boston to Wash-

Trump has illegally frozen 
congressionally appropriat-
ed and contractually obli-
gated funding for Gateway,” 
said Senator Schumer. “This 
lawsuit would be unneces-
sary if President Trump did 
the right thing for New York 
and New Jersey and lifted his 
arbitrary freeze”. 

Recently, the parts for two 
giant hole boring machines 
arrived from Germany and 
are in the process of being 
assembled near the point at 
which they will start their 
operations of digging down 
to and boring two enormous 
side-by-side tunnels beneath 
the Hudson River.

While the two new tun-
nels will be the centerpiece of 
Gateway, there is much more 
to this giant construction 
project. Penn Station in Man-
hattan and Penn Station in 
Newark are the ultimate des-
tinations of the new tunnels, 
both some distance from the 
Hudson. Particularly in these 
extremely congested areas, 
constructing manageable 
train routes from tunnels to 
stations for both trains and 
passengers will be a formi-
dable task.

Between the Hudson 
and Newark are more than 
a dozen rail bridges that 

need revisions or repairs to 
be a functioning part of the 
overall system. And there 
are countless appurtenances 
and tracks that must be re-
aligned. The above ground 
portion of the project is very 
large and includes storage 
yards for trains in New Jersey 
and Long Island.

Not only the smooth 
functioning of rail trans-
portation along the Eastern 
Seaboard depend on the 
successful resolution of the 
Gateway project. So also does 
the modernization of the 
American railroad industry. 
Plans across the country for 
enormous improvements, in-
cluding new modern routes, 
High -Speed trains and more 
are waiting for this “kick in 
the pants” that a project like 
Gateway can help provide.

On February 6th, The 
New York Times reported 
that President Trump was 
ready to make a deal with 
Senator Schumer to release 
the withheld funds for the 
Gateway project if Schumer 
would support re-naming 
Penn Station and Dulles Air-
port after Trump. (Would this 
even be legal?) Stay tuned.

Architect and landscape 
designer Mac Gordon lives in 
Lakeville.
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Kent takes ownership of two historic graveyards
By Alec Linden

KENT — The Town of 
Kent officially assumed 
stewardship of two long-ne-
glected historic graveyards 
in January, resolving a years-
long gap in ownership.

The small burial grounds, 
known as the Morehouse 
and Parcells cemeteries, 
had previously been owned 
and maintained by the Kent 
Cemetery Association, which 
disbanded in 2023. While it 
operated, the association 
oversaw the town’s ceme-
teries, but its dissolution 
left several sites without an 
owner.

The town formed a Cem-
etery Committee in 2024 to 
take over maintenance of 
the burial grounds in Kent. 
When the committee’s char-
ter was drafted, however, the 
Morehouse and Parcells cem-
eteries were inadvertently left 
out, leaving them without 
established ownership for 
several years. 

Lorry Schiesel, chair of 
the Cemetery Committee, 
said at a January meeting 
that the formal acquisition of 
the two plots — each roughly 
25 by 25 feet — corrects that 
oversight. The Morehouse 
Cemetery, located just off 
Richards Road, contains 
three standing headstones. 
The Parcells Cemetery, which 
sits on private property with-
in the St. Johns Peak devel-
opment, has two.

With the acquisition of 
the Morehouse and Parcells 
sites, Schiesel said the com-
mittee is now eligible to apply 
for grants to revamp these 
cemeteries. The state Office 

of Policy and Management 
offers funding through its 
Neglected Cemetery Ac-
count Grant Program, which 
supports small, unkempt 
cemeteries. Before the acqui-
sition, the town did not own 
any qualifying cemeteries.

If the application is suc-
cessful, Schiesel said the 
funds would be used for 
cleanup and maintenance of 
the two graveyards, neither 
of which has seen a burial in 
more than a century.

The primary focus would 
be on rehabilitating the 
Morehouse Cemetery, which 
not only has three standing 
headstones but may also 
contain additional burials 
obscured by invasive vines 
and a large fallen tree.

Little is known about 
those buried there, Schiesel 
said. However, Marge Smith, 
curator at the Kent Histor-
ical Society, located an old 
newspaper clipping identify-
ing the graves as belonging to 
brothers Norman and Joseph 
Morehouse and their father, 
David Morehouse Jr. The 
sons died in 1837 and 1844, 
long before their father, who 
died during the Civil War pe-
riod. He was buried between 
the two boys.

Smith said the clipping 
was donated to the historical 
society without a date or in-
formation about its original 
publication.

According to the article, 
both brothers died before the 
age of 30, and their epitaphs 

are noteworthy.
Joseph’s headstone reads:
“How short the course our 

friend hath run, cut down in 
all his bloom. The race but 
yesterday begun, now fin-
ished in the tomb.”

Norman’s inscription is 
taken from William Shake-
speare’s self-written epitaph 
in England:  “Good friend for 
Jesus’ sake forbeare, to dig 
the dust enclosed here. Blest 
be the man who spares these 
stones, and cursed be he that 
stirs my bones.”

While details surrounding 
the deaths of the father and 
sons are unclear, Smith said 
the family has a long-stand-
ing legacy in town. “They’ve 
got tentacles all over the 
place,” she said, including in 

the once-iconic Main Street 
department store N.M. Wat-
son. 

“We all did our shopping 
there when we were kids… 
Everybody went to Watson’s,” 
Smith said, explaining that 
the store was opened by a 
direct descendant of Daniel 
Morehouse, brother to David 
Morehouse Jr., who is buried 
in the Richards Road plot. 

Similarly little is known 
about those interred in the 
small, fenced-in Parcells 
cemetery, found on private 
property adjacent to a drive-
way.

Daniel Parcells died in 
1905 at age 93, outliving his 
wife by 15 years. His low, flat, 
smooth stone appears far 
more modern than Martha’s 
taller, weathered headstone. 
Town Sexton Brent Kall-
strom said he is unsure why 
Daniel’s stone looks newer 

but speculated that it may 
have been replaced by fam-
ily members at some point.

The Parcells family once 
owned a large farm on the 
mountain where the St. 
Johns Peak development 
now stands, and several de-
scendants remained in the 
Kent area.

One of those descendants 
was Flora Louise Benedict, 
the daughter of Daniel and 
Martha Parcells, who became 
the victim of a grisly mur-
der case that made regional 
headlines in 1922. A May 17 
article in the Winsted Eve-
ning Citizen, published be-
fore a suspect was captured, 
ran under the subhead: “Sid-
ney Ward, Addicted to Drink 
and in Spirit of Revenge, Kills 
Mrs. Flora Louise Benedict, 
Aged 81, and Shoots Her 
Daughter, Mrs. Cora Page, 
But Not Fatally.”

The article identified 
Ward as a former farmhand 
of Benedict, who was also the 
widow of a South Kent farm-
er, German Benedict.

Smith said that she re-
members Cora Page from her 
childhood in Kent, and that 
the murder was well known. 
“It’s just a heartbreaking sto-
ry,” she said.

Lurid tales aside, Smith 
said she hopes the town takes 
good care of the little burial 
sites, given that they have so 
much history. “They’ve sur-
vived so long,” she said. 

Schiesel said the acqui-
sition of the two historic 
burial sites helps fulfill the 
committee’s mission of hon-
oring Kent’s past residents.

“None of us quite knew 
what we were getting into,” 
she said of the committee’s 
early days, “but it really feels 
like you’re honoring people 
and the past.”Cornwall checks in on conservation, 

development goals at annual meeting
By Ruth Epstein 

CORNWALL — Chan-
neling former New York 
City Mayor Ed Koch’s signa-
ture question, “So how am I 
doing?” the designers of the 
town’s Plan of Conservation 
and Development gathered 
to assess how well its goals 
are being carried out. 

Participants from the 
plan’s four publicly selected 
focus areas attended a ses-
sion hosted by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission on 
Thursday, Feb. 5. The four 
areas targeted for study are 
housing, natural resourc-
es, economic development 
and youth, community and 
cultural resources. Before 
participants broke out into 
separate groups, commission 
Chairman Anna Timell gave 
a brief presentation. 

Timell explained that the 
state requires each town to 
develop a plan every 10 years 
outlining goals residents 
want to achieve to improve 
their community. Grants 
are tied to the submission 
of those plans, “so we take 
ours pretty seriously,” she 
said, adding, “It’s pretty re-
markable what we’ve accom-
plished in the past five years.”

She described the start of 
the process in 2019, which 
included informational 
meetings to gather public 
input and a town meeting to 
approve the document. She 
said interest was high, as re-
flected by strong attendance 
at those sessions. 

Timell suggested that 
participants consider which 
goals have not yet been 
addressed, what obstacles 
remain and how progress 
might be approached differ-
ently.

At the housing table, Jill 
Cutler of the Cornwall Hous-
ing Corp. said one of the 

plan’s goals was to build 25 
affordable apartments over 
the 10-year period, a bench-
mark that has not yet been 
met. Limited available land 
remains one of the biggest 
challenges, she said.

Cutler noted that the 
group is exploring a former 
brownfield site on Route 7 
South as a potential location 
for housing, but said funding 
would need to be raised to 
acquire the property. 

Rising housing costs, she 
added, are making it increas-
ingly difficult for many resi-
dents to purchase homes or 
rent apartments considered 
“affordable.” 

She said the group could 
consider working with the 
Torrington Area Health Dis-
trict and the Department of 
Energy and Environmental 
Protection to allow for un-
conventional septic systems, 
noting there are some low-
cost alternatives. 

Another potential barri-
er is the town’s three- and 
five-acre minimum parcel 
requirement in residential 
zones, though Cutler said 
there are differing views on 
whether that standard should 
be revised. Christine Gray 
of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission pointed out the 
regulations were altered to 
allow for one-quarter lots 
and five-foot setbacks in the 
West Cornwall business dis-
trict.  

Those at the economic 
development table discussed 
ways to attract businesses to 
Cornwall Bridge. 

Bruce Bennett said busi-
nesses that support other 
businesses would be ben-
eficial. “We need someone 
who can solicit businesses,” 
he said, adding that having 
a chamber of commerce 
might be helpful.  But Steve 
Saccardi said it’s hard for a 

town to seek out new enter-
prises. “You’re asking people 
to take a gamble.” 

Mare Rubin said there are 
two distinct types of busi-
nesses: brick-and-mortar es-
tablishments that customers 
visit and tradespeople who 
travel to their clients. “We 
need awareness of both,” 
she said. 

Saccardi also attended 
the group discussing youth, 
community and cultural re-
sources, where participants 
spoke of the need to devel-

op more social programs 
for individuals who may 
feel isolated. They also said 
newcomers could be targeted 
to get involved in volunteer 
activities. 

Brad Harding was at the 
natural resources table where 
the discussion centered on 
environmental groups shar-
ing common goals. He said 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission is already work-
ing with the Conservation 
Commission, which is hav-
ing positive results. 

By Riley Klein

WEST CORNWALL   — 
Crews will temporarily de-
water a portion of Mill Brook 
to repair the rubble founda-
tion walls of a house along 
Sharon Goshen Turnpike. 

The Inland Wetlands & 
Watercourses Agency ap-
proved the application, sub-
mitted by Bruce Whiteford, 
at a regular meeting Tuesday, 
Feb. 3. 

“There’s holes under the 
concrete wall and it’s scoured 

out, so that’s where they want 
to repair,” said Chairman Bill 
Hurlburt. Flowable concrete 
will be used in the compro-
mised areas.

Water will continue to 
flow downstream around the 
sand-bagged work zone and 
equipment will be lowered 
in. The project is expected 
to take two weeks, weather 
permitting.

Crews were asked to no-
tify Land Use Administrator 
Spencer Musselman before 
work begins.

Foundation work 
requires dewatering 
area in Mill Brook

PHOTO BY RUTH EPSTEIN 

Christine Gray, left, and Jill Cutler discuss housing at 
Thursday’s meeting on the town’s Plan of Conservation 
and Development.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

The town’s  Cemetery Committee plans to restore the overgrown Morehouse Cemetery off Richards Road, 
where a large fallen tree once grew directly from the graveyard.
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Skiers soar to Jumpfest podium
By Riley Klein

SALISBURY — Winter athletes com-
peted in ski jumping and cross country 
skiing over the course of Jumpfest Sat-
urday, Feb. 7, and Sunday, Feb. 8. 

� e longest distance of the weekend 
was jumped by Mitchell Penning, who 
soared 72 meters on Sunday. 

� ere were three ski jumps active for 
varying age groups — the K20, K36 and 
K65 jumps. Nordic combined compet-
itors also took part in 1- to 5-kilometer 
cross country skiing events. 

Ski clubs represented at Jumpfest 
2026 were Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association (SWSA), Andover Outing 
Club (AOC), New York Ski Educational 

Foundation (NYSEF), Ford Sayre (FS), 
Harris Hill Nordic (HHN), Lebanon 
Outing Club (LOC), Plymouth Regional 
High School (PHS), Mount Washington 
Valley Ski Jumping (MWV) and Proctor 
Academy Andover (PAA).

At right are the results for the ski 
jumping competitions at Jumpfest. Be-
low are results for Nordic combined.

Ski jumping results
Eastern U.S. Ski Jumping Championship

K65 Male U16
1. Will Co�  n (NYSEF) 70 meters, 220.6 points
2. Spencer Jones (HHN) 63.5 meters, 179 points 
3. Galen McCusker (LOC) 60 meters, 178 points

K65 Ladies
1. Caroline Chor (FS) 65 meters, 191.6 points
2. Islay Sheil (SWSA/NYSEF) 52.5 meters, 136.3 points
3. Ariel Kobayashi (SWSA) 46.5 meters, 75.7 points

K65 Male U20
1. Mitchell Penning (NYSEF) 72 meters, 232.4 points
2. Henry Loher (NYSEF) 68.5 meters, 211.5 points
3. Eli Larkin (NYSEF) 61 meters, 186.8 points

K65 Senior
1. Sebastian Eisenbarth (AOC) 53 meters, 137.8 points
2 Burke Pekala (PAA) 52.5 meters, 128.1 points
3 Sebastian Christie (AOC) 44.5 meters, 82.7 points

Salisbury Invitational
K65 Male U16

1. Will Co�  n (NYSEF) 70 meters, 214.4 points 
2. Spencer Jones (HHN) 66 meters, 185.4 points
3. Elet McCusker (LOC) 58.5 meters, 151.3 points

K65 Ladies
1. Caroline Chor (FS) 63 meters, 191.1 points
2. Islay Sheil (SWSA/NYSEF) 50.5 meters, 128.4 points
3. Paisley Rancourt (AOC) 31 meters, 2.9 points

K65 U.S. Cup Male
1. Mitchell Penning (NYSEF) 70 meters, 220.5 points
2. Henry Loher (NYSEF) 67 meters, 213.8 points
3. Eli Larkin (NYSEF) 62.5 meters, 189.1 points

K65 Senior
1. Sebastian Eisenbarth (AOC) 53 meters, 130 points
2. Burke Pekala (PAA) 49.5 meters, 107.8 points
3. Sebastian Christie (AOC) 46 meters, 83.9 points 

Small Hills
K20 Female U10

1. Adalina Weibrecht (NYSEF 2016 11 meters, 97.1 points
2. Maple Billings (HHN) 9 meters, 74 points
3. Francesca McLoughlin (SWSA) 7 meters, 50.9 points
4. Emerson McNi�  (SWSA) 6.5 meters, 49 points
5. Aerin Sheil (SWSA) 6 meters, 37.9 points
6. Atalaya Annett (AOC) 5 meters, 33.6 points
7. Oona Mascavage (SWSA) 6 meters, 29.4 points

K20 Male U10
1. Wyeth Taylor (SWSA) 11.5 meters, 95.1 points
2. Frank Politi (NYSEF) 9.5 meters, 79.3 points
3. Tyler van Ho�  (AOC 9.5 meters, 76.8 points
4. Phoenix Cook (NYSEF) 9 meters, 70.1 points
5. Mather Eckert (SWSA) 8.5 meters, 66.6 points
6. Bodhi � omas (SWSA) 8 meters, 64.8 points
7. Roan Jack (SWSA) 2017 4.5 meters, 32.7 points
8. Clark Sielken (SWSA) 6 meters, 30.6 points
9. Wes Kobayashi (SWSA/AOC) 3 meters, 14.8 points

K20 Female U12
1. Catherine Chor (FS) 12.5 meters, 106.6 points
2. Elena van Ho�  (AOC) 11 meters, 90.7 points
3. Charlotte Milner (SWSA) 10.5 meters, 85.9 points
4. Willow Howe (NYSEF) 10 meters, 81.1 points
5. Nadia Geil (NYSEF) 9 meters, 76.4 points

K20 Male U12
1. Myles Billings (HHN) 11 meters, 95.7 points
2. Henry Sheil (SWSA) 10.5 meters, 84 points
3. Quinn McNi�  (SWSA) 10 meters, 81.6 points
4. Liam Simon (FS) 10.5 meters, 78.7 points
5. Camden Hubbard (SWSA) 9.5 meters, 76.3 points
6. Caleb Bodwell (SWSA) 10 meters, 75.3 points

K20 Open Female
1. Bridget Metcalf (SWSA) 11.5 meters, 94.1 points
2. Kennedy Leonard (FS) 10 meters, 84.5 points

K20 Open Male
1. Nathaniel Clark (NYSEF) 15 meters, 141.7 points
2. Augustus Tripler (SWSA) 13 meters, 114.9 points
3. Gregory Bertasso (NYSEF) 13 meters, 108.8 points
4. Edward Bertapelle (SWSA) 11.5 meters, 108.1 points

K36 Female U14
1. Bridget Metcalf (SWSA) 18.5 meters
2. Adalina Weibrecht (NYSEF) 16 meters
3. Charlotte Milner (SWSA) 15 meters
4. Nadia Geil (NYSEF) 15 meters
5. Elena van Ho�  (AOC) 13 meters
6. Willow Howe (NYSEF) 13 meters

K36 Male U14
1. Galen McCusker (LOC) 32 meters, 91.2 points
2. Elet McCusker (LOC) 31.5 meters, 84 points
3. Anders Holland (FS) 32 meters, 80.4 points
4. Wyeth Taylor (SWSA) 27.5 meters, 57 points
5. Ethan Gong (AOC) 27.5 meters, 51.6 points
6. Augustus Tripler (SWSA) 26 meters, 33.6 points
7. Edward Bertapelle (SWSA) 20 meters, 4.8 points
8. Caleb Bodwell (SWSA) 20 meters, 2.4 points
9. Frank Politi (NYSEF) 19 meters
10. Camden Hubbard (SWSA) 15 meters

K36 Open Female
1. Nenah Billin (PHS) 28 meters, 57 points
2. Paisley Rancourt (AOC) 23 meters, 21 meters
3. Hailey Garnsey (AOC) 19.5 meters, 0.6 points
4. Victoria Bertapelle (SWSA) 18.5 meters

K36 Open Male
1. Spencer Jones (HHN) 33 meters, 91.2 points 
2. Timothy Tourville (AOC) 28 meters, 60.6 points
3. Kaelan Mullen-Leathem (MWV) 28 meters, 55.2 points 
4. Bennett MacCulloch (AOC) 26.5 meters, 49.8 points

Nordic combined results
K65 (5 km) Male U16

1. Will Co�  n (NYSEF) 103.4 points, 12:14:58 minutes
2. Galen McCusker (LOC) 49.5 points, 12:16:37 minutes

K65 (5 km) Ladies
1. Caroline Chor (FS) 97.7 points, 12:16:17 minutes
2. Paisley Rancourt (AOC) -35.9 points, 12:18:44 minutes

K65 (5 km) Male U.S. Cup
1. Cadel Cox (NYSEF) 72.7 points, 12:14:14 minutes

K36 (2 km) Male Open
1. Nathanial Clark (NYSEF) 224.4 points, 8:10 minutes

K20 (1 km) Male U10
1. Wyeth Taylor (SWSA) 95.1 points, 4:07 minutes
2. Tyler van Ho�  (AOC) 76.8 points, 4:08 minutes
3. Frank Politi, (NYSEF) 79.3 points, 4:12 minutes
4. Phoenix Cook (NYSEF) 70.1 points, 4:31 minutes
5. Bodhi � omas (SWSA) 64.8 points, 8:52 minutes

K20 (1 km) Female U10
1. Adalina Weibrecht (NYSEF) 97.1 points, 5:10 minutes
2. Emerson McNi�  (SWSA) 49 points, 7:47 minutes
3. Aerin Sheil (SWSA) 37.9 points, 7:53 minutes

K20 (1.5 km) Male U12
1. Caleb Bodwell (SWSA) 75.3 points, 7:57 minutes
2. Henry Sheil (SWSA) 84.0 points, 8:38 minutes
3. Camden Hubbard (SWSA) 76.3 points, 10:43 minutes
4. Quinn McNi�  (SWSA) 81.6 points, 11:08 minutes

K20 (1.5 km) Female U12
1. Nadia Geil (NYSEF) 76.4 points, 6:23 minutes
2. Elena van Ho�  (AOC) 90.7 points, 6:51 minutes
3. Catherine Chor (FS) 106.6 points, 7:19 minutes
4. Willow Howe (NYSEF) 81.1 points, 6:52 minutes
5. Charlotte Milner (SWSA) 85.9 points, 8:40 minutes

K10 (2 km) Male U14
1. Elet McCusker (LOC) 271.2 points, 6:52 minutes
2. Anders Holland (FS) 267.6 points, 7:08 minutes
3. Augustus Tripler (SWSA) 220.8 points, 13:32 minutes

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Between jumps, skiers spend time in the warming tent.

PHOTOS BY TOM BROWN

Above, Galen McCusker jumps 32 meters, placing � rst in 
the K36 Male U14 event. Le� , Gregory Bertasso competes in 
the K20 Open Male event. Below, skiers prepare for launch.

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

With the temperature below 10 degrees, spec-
tators on Saturday stay close to the bon� re.

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Salisbury Winter Sports Association veteran Ariel 
Picton Kobayashi lands on the K65 at Satre Hill during 
the 100th anniversary of Jumpfest.

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Bennett MacCulloch in the K36 Open Male event.
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Robin Starr
Continued from Page A1

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Ski jumpers pause to watch the 
fireworks show Friday, Feb. 6.

Jumpfest

not babysitting.”  
In explaining the reason-

ing for the decision, Park and 
Recreation Director Matt 
Frasher provided extensive 
data on the history of the 
program. Enrollment is low, 
with only six families using 
the service. 

Most of the children, an 
average of about five per 
day, are in the lower grades, 
with the older ones aging out 
to participate in other pro-
grams. He said there are also 
staffing shortages at times 
when emergency coverage 
is needed. The rate of $13 a 
day needs to be increased. A 
total of $25,000 is needed to 
run the program. 

At the meeting’s outset, 
commission Chairman Ru-
fus de Rham said, “We all 
agree the program is vital, 
but in other towns Park and 
Recreation is not always the 
operating force and it may 
not be the operating force 
here in the future.”  

Commission member 
Kevin Frost said the town is 
subsidizing what he termed 
“a not insignificant loss.” He 
doesn’t think the Park and 
Recreation Commission 
should be the driving force 
and that parents should band 
together to seek a solution. 
Member Heidi Wilson said 
the program is just not work-

ing. “It needs to be complete-
ly reimagined. It cannot sur-
vive in its current format. We 
can work with other entities 
to come up with a solution.” 

Before the commission 
voted to restore the fund-
ing, some members and res-
idents questioned whether a 
new program model could 
realistically be put in place 
in time for the next budget 
cycle.

Clark said, “If you cut 
the budget, it seems like you 
don’t care. Seven months is 
a short time to implement a 
new model. If it’s not in the 
budget, we’re left without 
anything next year.”

Commission member 
David Schreiber argued that 
restoring the funds would 
provide needed breathing 
room. “Putting the money 
back in will buy us the time 
to create a subcommittee to 
come up with a viable solu-
tion,” he said. “If we don’t 
fund it, we’re putting the 
program to rest.”

Commission member 
Claire Love volunteered to 
head the subcommittee, 
which was endorsed by the 
commission. 

Representatives from 
Kent Center School and the 
Kent Community Nursery 
School are expected to be 
asked to participate. 

discovered through student 
research in conjunction with 
the Cornwall Historical So-
ciety.

Nearly 245 years later, First 
Selectman Gordon Ridgway 
prepared a proclamation de-
claring Feb. 8, 2026, as Robin 
Starr Day. The proclamation 
was presented to the 7th grad-
ers on Feb. 5.

As part of the 250th an-
niversary of the Revolution, 
Cornwall was compiling a list 
of local veterans. Starr was not 
previously on the list, but be-
cause of the student research 
he has since been added.

“You’ve led us to learn a 
lot about this story,” Ridgway 
said to the class, praising the 
efforts of the students. 

The idea to research Starr 
came when the students spoke 
with John Mills, president of 
the Alex Breanne Corpora-
tion in West Hartford, whose 
company researches formerly 
enslaved peoples and brings 
their stories to light.

“The timing of this worked 

well,” said Will Vincent, histo-
ry teacher at CCS. He pointed 
out that Starr’s Feb. 8 payment 
to buy his freedom coincides 
with Black History Month. “It 
all ties together.”

A presentation on Starr’s 
life and legacy will be given 
by the students at Trout-
beck Symposium this spring. 
There, they will show infor-
mational posters about Starr’s 
life, a three-dimensional 
model of his land near the 
Housatonic River, a depic-
tion of the uniform he likely 
wore serving in the 2nd and 
7th Regiments, his family tree 
and other visual cues to bring 
his story to life.

Cavalier noted that Starr 
does not have a gravestone in 
town, but some of his descen-
dants are buried in Calhoun 
Cemetery. “So, we decided to 
get him an honorary grave-
stone in Calhoun Cemetery.”

The students plan to deliv-
er a full address to the com-
munity at the Memorial Day 
ceremony in May.

Salisbury celebrates 100th Jumpfest at Satre Hill
By Alec Linden, 

Patrick L. Sullivan 
and Riley Klein

SALISBURY — Salisbury 
Winter Sports Association 
kicked off its centennial 
celebration Friday evening, 
Feb. 6, in classic festive style 
as temperate weather – 
alongside roaring bonfires 
and ample libations – kept 
Jumpfest-goers comfy as ski-
ers flew, fireworks boomed 
and human dog sledders, 
well, did what human dog 
sledders do.

Before the truly hyper-

as Saturday. With the sun-
shine it was almost comfort-
able. 

A small but dedicated 
crowd of about 150 was on 
hand around 10 a.m. when 
the Salisbury Invitational 
event got underway with 
trial jumps. 

One jumper was SWSA’s 
own Ariel Picton Kobayashi, 
author of “Ski Jumping in the 
Northeast: Small Towns and 
Big Dreams.”

Islay Shiel, a junior at 
Housatonic Valley Region-
al High School representing 
SWSA in the competitions, 
placed second among fe-
males on the K65 hill. The 
winner was her Junior Na-
tionals teammate Caroline 
Chor, who jumps for Ford 
Sayre. The duo won gold to-
gether at the Junior National 
Ski Jumping competition in 
Utah in 2025.

The Eastern U.S. Ski 
Jumping Championships 
rounded out the weekend. 
For full results, see Page A9.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

The directors of Salisbury Winter Sports Associ-
ation pose together at the 100th Jumpfest, Feb. 7.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Earlier in the week, on Wednesday, Feb. 4, youth ski 
jumpers gave a demonstration to a group of students 
from Salisbury Central School.

PHOTO BY TOM BROWN

This ice carving was kept pristine by the frigid air at Jumpfest Feb. 6 to 8.

PHOTO BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Young spectators work on 
an igloo at the bottom of 
Satre Hill, Feb. 7.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

A ski jumper stops for a warm lunch at the food truck.

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

First Selectman Gordon Ridgway presents the procla-
mation declaring Feb. 8 Robin Starr Day in Cornwall.

After-school
Continued from Page A1

borean conditions of Satur-
day and Sunday set in, Friday 
night brought the crowds – 
enough that both the vast 
SWSA parking lot, and over-
flow, were completely full by 
6:45 p.m.

SWSA President Ken 
Barker, found just after de-
scending the steep, slick 
landing of the K65 jump 
in his characteristic cram-
pons, said “this night is for 
the community and people 
turned out.”

Target jumping launched 
just after 7 p.m. as skiers 
sought to hit a 65- meter and 

70-meter distance – about 
213 and 230 feet, respective-
ly. For the 70-meter launch, 
Jack Kroll of Lake Placid, 
New York’s NYSEF team and 
Spencer Jones of Brattleboro, 
Vermont’s HHN outfit tied 
with 69 meter jumps and 
$500 on the line.

Light snow started to 
fall as fireworks launched 
from the top of Satre Hill, 
with SWSA’s red, blue and 
white colors illuminating 
the healthy snowpack below 
as watchers “oohed” and “aa-
hed,” swilling specialty beers 
from Norbrook Farm Brew-
ery, including an IPA brewed 
specifically for the event.

Wrapping up the evening 
was the always-anticipated 
Human Dogsled Race, with 
spectators cheering, laughing 
and occasionally grimacing 
as teams of six – one sledder 
and five pullers – sprinted 
and sometimes sprawled 
across the icy flats below the 
K65 landing.

The Terrible Toymakers 
ended up claiming the cov-
eted victory, making quick 
work of the course with the 
evening’s fastest time of 21.19 
seconds.

Saturday morning was 
met with single-digit tem-
peratures and piercing wind. 
But that didn’t stop the youth 
jumpers from skiing down 
the K20 and K36 hills. 

It was the first official 
launch of the new jump on 
the K36 hill. Spencer Jones 
caught big air in the youth 
competition and soared 35.5 
meters, the longest jump of 
the morning.

Guests entering Satre Hill 
were greeted by cutouts of 
ski jumpers who competed 
there over the past 100 years. 
Spectators huddled around 
the bonfires situated on ei-
ther side of the landing zone. 

Mac-n-cheese provid-
ed warmth to some, while 
others went for hot toddies. 
And the SWSA snack bar was 
serving up burgers, hot dogs 
and brats.

Rocco Botto, selectman of 
Cornwall, was in attendance 
and said it was his first time 
at Jumpfest. He wisely wore 
four layers of clothing to 
combat the cold. 

Between events, some 
young spectators kept oc-
cupied by building an igloo. 
Before the roof of the struc-
ture could be built, it was an-
nounced that jumping for the 
rest of the day was postponed 
due to high wind. It was 
deemed unsafe for jumpers.

The Nordic combined 
competition took place 
Saturday afternoon, which 
combines ski jumping and 
cross-country skiing into a 
single winter sports event.

Sunday morning re-
mained in the single digits, 
but the wind wasn’t as strong 



In remembrance

Tim Prentice and the art 
of making the wind visible

‘The Dark’ turns midwinter 
into a weeklong arts celebration

Laurie Fendrich
and Peter Plagens

A shared 
life in art 
and love

Strategic 
partnership 
unites design, 
architecture and 
construction

ART

PERFORMANCEARCHITECTURE

By Natalia Zukerman

There are artists who make 
objects, and then there are 
artists who alter the way we 
move through the world. Tim 
Prentice belonged to the latter. 
The kinetic sculptor, architect 
and longtime Cornwall resident 
died in November 2025 at age 
95, leaving a legacy of what 
he called “toys for the wind,” 
work that did not simply occu-
py space but activated it, invit-
ing viewers to slow down, look 
longer and feel more deeply 
the invisible forces that shape 
daily life.

Prentice received a master’s 
degree from the Yale School of 
Art and Architecture in 1960, 
where he studied with Ger-
man-born American artist and 
educator Josef Albers, taking 
his course once as an under-
graduate and again in graduate 
school.  In “The Air Made Vis-
ible,” a 2024 short � lm by the 
Vision & Art Project produced 
by the American Macular De-
generation Fund, a nonpro� t 
organization that documents 
artists working with vision 
loss, Prentice spoke of his ad-
miration for Albers’ discipline 
and his ability to strip away 
everything but color. He re-
called thinking, “If I could do 
that same thing with motion, 
I’d have a chance of � nding a 
new form.”

What Prentice found 
through decades of explora-
tion and play was a kind of 
formlessness in which what 
remains is not absence, but 
motion. To stand before one of 
his sculptures is to witness a 
quiet choreography where met-
al breathes, shadows shift and 

By Natalia Zukerman

For more than four decades, art-
ists Laurie Fendrich and Peter 
Plagens have built a life togeth-

er sustained by a shared devotion to 
painting, writing, teaching, looking, 
and endless talking about art, about 
culture, about the world. Their story 
began in a critique room. 

“I came to the Art Institute of Chi-
cago as a visiting instructor doing 
critiques when Laurie was an MFA 
candidate,” Plagens recalled.

 “He was doing critiques with ev-
eryone,” Fendrich said of Plagens. “We 
met at one of those sessions and, well, 
what can I say. We fell in love instantly.” 

Fendrich speaks candidly about the 

By Natalia Zukerman

For homeowners overwhelmed by 
juggling designers, architects and con-
tractors, a new Salisbury-based collab-
oration is o� ering a one-team approach 
from concept to construction. Casa 
Marcelo Interior Design Studio, based 
in Salisbury, has joined forces with 
Charles Matz Architect, led by Charles 
Matz, AIA RIBA, and Hyalite Build-
ers, led by Matt Soleau. The alliance 
introduces an integrated design-build 
model that aims to streamline the some-
times-fragmented process of home ren-
ovation and new construction.

“The whole thing is based on inte-
grated services,” said Marcelo, found-
er of Casa Marcelo. “Normally when 
clients come to us, they are coming to 
us for design. But there’s also some ar-
chitecture and construction that needs 
to happen eventually. So, I thought, why 
don’t we just partner with people that 
we know we can work well with togeth-
er?”

time softens.
After Yale, Prentice 

co-founded the architectural 
� rm Prentice & Chan in 1965. 
The � rm designed a� ordable 
housing projects in New York 

City, work largely led by part-
ner Lo-Yi Chan. Prentice also 
designed custom single-family 
homes and continued to devel-
op sculptural ideas alongside 
his architectural practice. CONTINUED ON PAGE B2CONTINUED ON PAGE B2

CONTINUED ON PAGE B3
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The artist Tim Prentice (Nov. 5, 1930 to Nov. 25, 2025.) 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Autumn Knight will perform as part of PS21’s “The Dark.”
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After leaving the � rm in 1975 
and eventually relocating full 
time to Cornwall, he undertook 
a range of local architectural 
projects while increasingly 
devoting himself to sculpture. 

Prentice began producing 
larger-scale sculptural com-
missions in the 1970s, during a 
period of national expansion in 
public art funding tied to new 
building projects. His � rst ma-
jor commission came in 1976 
from AT&T, helping launch a 
career that would bring his ki-
netic installations to corporate, 
institutional and public spaces 
across the United States and 
abroad. While his work follows 
in the lineage of Alexander 
Calder and George Rickey, crit-
ic Grace Glueck observed that 
its “gently assertive character 
is very much his own.”

In Cornwall, Prentice estab-
lished a studio devoted to de-
signing and fabricating kinetic 
sculpture, where he continued 
working for decades. He had 
many assistants over the years 
including local artists David 
Bean, Ellen Moon and Richard 
Griggs. David Colbert worked 
with Prentice for many years, 
assisting with fabrication, in-
stallation and project devel-
opment and in 2012, Prentice 
established Prentice Colbert 
Inc., helping ensure that fab-
rication and development of 
large-scale commissions could 
continue beyond his lifetime. 

Colbert said Prentice could 
be imperious, but came to 
understand that he valued 
thoughtful critique over agree-
ment. “That evolved into a free 
and easy give-and-take, along 

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Plagens and Fendrich at home in 
front of some of Fendrich’s paintings. 

By Brian Gersten

This February, PS21: Center 
for Contemporary Performance 
in Chatham, New York, will 
transform the depths of mid-
winter into a radiant week of 
cutting-edge art, music, dance, 
theater and performance with 
its inaugural winter festival, 
The Dark. Running Feb. 16–22, 
the ambitious festival features 
more than 60 international art-
ists and over 80 performances, 
making it one of the most ex-
pansive cultural events in the 
region.

Curated to explore winter as 
a season of extremes — commu-
nity and solitude, � re and ice, 
darkness and light — The Dark 
will take place not only at PS21’s 
sprawling campus in Chatham, 

but in theaters, restaurants, 
libraries, saunas and outdoor 
spaces across Columbia Coun-
ty. Attendees can warm up be-
tween performances with com-
plimentary sauna sessions, glide 
across a seasonal ice-skating 
rink or gather around nightly 
bon� res, making the festival as 
much a social winter experience 
as an artistic one.

The Dark’s lineup includes 
several world and U.S. pre-
mieres. Highlights include 
Thomas Feng performing 
“Night Prayers,” a program 
of compositions by late Ethio-
pian composer and Orthodox 
nun Emahoy Tsegué-Maryam 
Guèbrou; Phil Kline’s outdoor 
participatory score “Force of 
Nature (February);” an audio-
visual collaboration between 

composer David Lang and 
Academy Award-nominated 
� lmmaker Bill Morrison; an in-
terdisciplinary performance by 
Lee Ranaldo of Sonic Youth and 
multimedia artist Leah Singer; 

and “We Survived the Night: A 
Coyote Story in Four Parts” by 
Julian Brave NoiseCat.

For more information about 
The Dark or to purchase tickets, 
visit: ps21chatham.org/the-dark
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Shepaug 66-25
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HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Housatonic Camera Club is a group who collectively 
share their love of photography and want to share it 

with you. � e exhibit will stay open for viewing in the 
Learning Center on weekends 11-4 until Feb. 15.
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... Tim Prentice
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with some fierce arguments,” he said. 
“Our relationship was always develop-
ing, right through to the end.”

In the mid-1990s, Prentice was di-
agnosed with macular degeneration, a 
condition that gradually narrowed his 
field of vision. Rather than turning away 
from the visual world, he leaned further 
into it, focusing on movement, light and 
peripheral perception — on what could 
be felt as much as seen. The Vision & 
Art Project film documents this period 
of his life and the ways he adapted his 
creative process.

Even in his final years, Prentice con-
tinued experimenting. In the summer 
of 2025, he created a series of drawings 
titled “Memory Trees,” produced from 
recollection as his eyesight declined. The 
series sold out at the Rose Algrant show 
that August, offering a poignant exam-
ple of an artist adapting and creating 
throughout their lifetime.

“He was interested in whimsy,” said 
Nora Prentice of her dad. “But he also 
worked seven days a week,” she said. 
“He’d come in for dinner and then go 
right back out.” His studio was known for 
its atmosphere of curiosity and play, with 
music often drifting through the work-
space as sculptures moved overhead in 
careful, measured rhythms. His work 
reminds viewers how profoundly small 
movements shape perception, and how 
change itself may be the only constant.

In his poem “Among School Children,” 
William Butler Yeats asks, “How can 
we know the dancer from the dance?” 
Prentice offered his own answer. “I’m 
not making the dance,” he said. “The 
wind is making the dance.” 

As Nora reflected, “I think that’s how 
he would want to be remembered: for 
making the wind visible.”
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Laurie Fendrich and Peter Plagens

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Laurie Fendrich and Peter Plagens at home in front of one of Plagens’s paintings.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

pressures that shaped her early 
life choices. “We both married 
the first time at 21, which a good 
number of women of my genera-
tion did without much thought.” 
Her first husband was a good 
guy, she says, but “we weren’t 
suited for each other at all, 
even though he suited my par-
ents perfectly.” Her decision to 
get a divorce was seismic. “My 
mother didn’t speak to me for 
a year.” Time softened the rup-
ture. “One day she told me, ‘I 
see now why you left.’” 

Fendrich had a rigorous lib-
eral arts education at Mount 
Holyoke. “I studied painting and 
drawing, but I also got interest-
ed in political philosophy. Plato, 
Aristotle, Machiavelli — Rous-
seau was my big guy — Tocque-
ville, everybody. And I still read 
them.” Plagens’s path was less 
formal. “I went to USC at 17,” he 
said, “and declared English as 
my major. It was a frat school, 
and I was in one for the first two 
years. Then I started doing the 
cartoons for the Daily Trojan, 
took a couple art classes, and 
thought, ‘Wait a minute, I like 
this.’”

Culturally, they diverged 
just as sharply. “I came from 
a fairly puritanical family that 
didn’t even go to the movies,” 
Fendrich said. Plagens, by con-
trast, grew up immersed in pop 
culture. “My father was an om-
nivorous reader,” he said, “and 
a jazz fan, and he shared these 
passions with me.” In 1966, Pla-
gens walked into Artforum’s LA 
office and said, “I want to write 
reviews.” He was paid five dol-
lars per piece. “Gasoline was 
23 cents a gallon, so it went a 
long way.” 

Over time, the couple slow-
ly fused their educations. “He 
taught me jazz, I taught him 
Mozart,” Fendrich said with a 
laugh. “I’ve had a movie edu-
cation from him; he read Jane 
Austen because of me.” 

During their early years in 
LA, Plagens taught at USC, and 
Fendrich at Art Center College 
of Design. In 1985, they decided 
“our kind of abstraction would 

do better in New York,” as 
Fendrich put it. “So, we up and 
moved to Tribeca with $10,000 
and a toddler.”

Both artists grounded their 
artistic careers in teaching 
and writing. “Teaching, which 
I loved, gave me the financial 
stability to be an artist,” Fen-
drich said, reflecting on her 27 
years as a professor at Hofstra. 
“It meant that being an artist 
didn’t require I make money 
from every show. I didn’t start 
writing until 1999, but though I 
write for publication frequently, 
I make hardly any money at it.”

Artistically, they guard each 
other’s independence. “We have 
unspoken rules,” Plagens said. 
“You don’t comment on some-
one’s work while they’re in the 

middle of creating it.” Critique 
comes by invitation only. “He’s 
not mean, just direct,” said Fen-
drich. Over time, their aesthet-
ics have subtly converged. “My 
work has gotten cleaner from 
looking at his,” she said. “He’s 
gotten more colorful because 
of me.”

The two have had several 
two-person exhibitions. At a 
recent duo show at the Texas 
Gallery in Houston “Laurie’s 
paintings flew off the wall,” Pla-
gens recalled. “Me, well, not so 
much.” 

Plagens’s parallel career in 
journalism shaped their lives 
in tangible ways. He worked as 
art critic at Newsweek from 
1989 until 2003 and currently 
contributes reviews of museum 
exhibitions to The Wall Street 
Journal. “Being at Newsweek 
was one of the luckiest breaks 
I ever had,” he said. “They paid 
me to see things I would gladly 
pay to see.” 

Their creative processes 
mirror their personalities. 
“I start with a specific idea,” 
Fendrich said, “and then mod-
ify things as I paint.” Plagens 
laughed. “I start with complete 
mush, just blurting it out and 
spending the rest of the time 
fixing it.” 

In 2019, they made what Fen-
drich calls “a decision of con-
traction.” They left the TriBeCa 
loft they had lived in for three 
decades, sold their Catskills 
home with its large studio, and 
moved full-time to a former 
auto repair shop in Lakeville, 
now a house where each has 
a studio, and the ground floor 
retains the open feel of a loft.

What sustains them in life, 
art and love, decades in, are 
endless conversations — and 
arguments — about art, history, 
exhibitions, books and movies. 
That exchange, ongoing and 
rigorous, may just be the mas-
terpiece of their shared life. 

Tanglewood Learning Institute expands 
year-round programming

MUSIC

By Richard Feiner  
and Annette Stover

The Tanglewood Learn-
ing Institute (TLI), based at 
Tanglewood, the legendary 
summer home of the Bos-
ton Symphony Orchestra, 
is celebrating an expanded 
season of adventurous mu-
sic and arts education pro-
gramming, featuring star 
performers across genres, 
BSO musicians, and local 
collaborators.

Launched in the sum-
mer of 2019 in conjunction 
with the opening of the 
Linde Center for Music 
and Learning on the Tan-
glewood campus, TLI now 
fulfills its founding mission 
to welcome audiences year-
round. The season includes 
a new jazz series, solo and 
chamber recitals, a film 
series, family programs, 
open rehearsals and mas-
ter classes led by world-re-
nowned musicians.

“We have been thrilled 
and humbled to see the Tan-
glewood Learning Institute 
embraced as a year-round 
destination for a breadth of 
exceptional programming, 
including classical, jazz and 
family-friendly events,” said 
BSO President and CEO 
Chad Smith. “Our 2025–26 
fall, winter and spring sea-
son reflects our deepening 
commitment to engaging 
the vibrant, year-round 
Berkshires community 

and to fully exploring the 
potential of TLI as a space 
where BSO programs make 
thought-provoking connec-
tions between music, art 
and society.”

TLI is once again pre-
senting its Chamber Con-
certs series on Sunday 
afternoons, with small en-
sembles of BSO musicians 
performing familiar favor-
ites and classic mainstays, 
as well as new music by 
contemporary composers. 
There are upcoming cham-
ber concerts scheduled for 
Feb. 22, March 8 and March 
15.

New this season is the 
TLI Jazz series, which con-
tinues March 20 with the 
Sullivan Fortner Trio, led 
by Grammy Award-win-
ning artist and educator 
Sullivan Fortner, whose 
eponymous ensemble won 
the 2024 DownBeat Critics 
Poll for Rising Jazz Group. 
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Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.
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Exterior of the Linde Center for Music and Learning.

LAURIE FENDRICH

He taught me jazz,  
I taught him Mozart.

“Soul-sax sensation” Nick 
Hemp brings his free-blow-
ing blend of “barroom ex-
citement and modern jazz 
finesse” for a rousing night 
of soul jazz April 10. Round-
ing out the jazz series, and 
back by popular demand, 
is Grammy Award-winning 
trumpeter and singer Ju-
maane Smith, who brings 
his repertoire of jazz and 
American Songbook stan-
dards to the Linde Center 
on May 9.

Another season high-
light comes April 12 with 
an animated live con-
cert screening of the 3D 
stop-motion adventure 
film “Magic Piano.” Pro-
duced by the Academy 
Award-winning BreakThru 
Films production company 
in Poland, the film will be 
accompanied by a screen-
ing of “The Chopin Shorts,” 

PHOTO BY MIKE MEIJA, COURTESY OF THE BSO

Local Matters
arts
/\\

The Millerton News
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal
lakevillejournal.com

News and 
Arts reporting 
in Northwest 

Connecticut and 
Eastern Dutchess 

County in New York



B3B3

At The Movies

COMPASS

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

HAMNET

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 02/13 > THU 02/19 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

FATHER MOTHER 
SISTER BROTHER

WUTHERING HEIGHTS

THE CHORAL     GOAT

Sat. 2/14 @ 1PM
I AM LOVE

MetLive LA BOHÈME

A PRIVATE LIFE

Fri. 2/13 @ 7PM
THE HAUNTED 
FOREST + Q&A

Sun. 2/15 @ 1PM
NT Live: HAMLET

Thu. 2/19 @ 7PM
PAUL McCARTNEY
MAN ON THE RUN
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Traditionally, home-
owners hire designers, 
architects and contractors 
separately, a process that 
can lead to miscommuni-
cation, budget overruns 
and design revisions once 
construction begins. The 
new partnership seeks to 
address those challenges 
by creating a unified team 
that collaborates from the 
earliest planning stages 
through project comple-
tion.

“We can explore pos-
sibilities,” Marcelo said. 
“Let’s say the client is not 
sure which direction they 
want to go. They can nip 
that in the bud early on 
— instead of having three 
separate meetings with 
three separate people, 
you’re having one collab-
orative meeting.”

The partnership also 
reflects an expanded view 
of design, moving beyond 
surface aesthetics to in-
clude structural, environ-
mental and performance 
considerations. Marcelo 
said her earlier work in 
New York City shaped that 
perspective.

“I had a 10-year ca-
reer in New York City 
designing townhouses 
and penthouses, thinking 
about everything holisti-
cally,” she said. “When I 
got here and started my 
own business, I felt like I 
was being pigeonholed into 
only the decorative part of 
design. With the weight of 
an architect on our team 
now, it has really helped us 
close those deals with full 
home renovations, ground 
up builds and additions.”

The team emphasiz-
es what it describes as 
high-performance design, 
incorporating modern 
building science, energy 
efficiency and improved 
air quality alongside aes-
thetic goals.

“If you’re still living 
inside 40-year-old tech-
nology and building tech-
niques, we haven’t really 
handed off the best prod-
uct we could,” said Soleau. 
“The goal is to not only to 
reach that level of aesthet-
ic design but to improve 
the envelope, improve the 
living environment within 
a home and bring homes 
up to elevated standards 
of high-performance build-
ing.”

This integrated ap-
proach has proven par-
ticularly useful for ren-
ovation projects, where 
modern materials and 
systems can be thought-
fully incorporated into old-
er structures. The firms 
also prioritize durability 
and long-term function-
ality, often incorporating 
antiques, vintage elements 
and high-quality materi-
als designed to support 
clients’ lifestyles.

“I’m very big on invest-
ing in pieces that are going 
to be quality and last you 
the test of time,” Marcelo 
said. “Not just designing 
for a five- to 10-year run, 
but really designing for the 
long haul.”

The collaboration is al-
ready underway on several 
projects, including a ma-
jor renovation in Sharon 
that involves rebuilding 
a 1990s modular home 
to maximize views while 
upgrading structural and 
performance systems. The 
firms are also exploring 
advanced visualization 
technology that would al-
low clients to experience 
projects through virtual 
reality before construction 
begins.

“For me, as somebody 
who wants to take the 
project all the way from 
beginning to end and make 
the process as effortless 
as possible for my client, 
it’s easier to do that with 
collaboration and a team 
than to do it alone,” Soleau 
said. “Most clients, espe-
cially second-home own-
ers, want a team that can 
lead the project from con-
cept through completion; 
aligning design, budget, 
and construction.”

On Feb. 19, the three 
firms will officially launch 
the initiative at an invi-
tation-only event at The 
Stissing Center in Pine 
Plains, where Hyalite 
Builders is leading the 
structural rehabilitation of 
the historic building. A lim-
ited number of “hard hat 
tour” reservations will be 
available by request, pro-
viding rare, behind-the-
scenes access while work is 
actively underway. Those 
interested in attending 
may contact event orga-
nizer Lauren Fritscher of 
Berkshire Muse at hello@
berkshiremuse.com.

Designing for wellness
WRITER’S NOTEBOOK

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Natural light can be a powerful tool for wellness. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Hyalite Builders is leading the structural 
rehabilitation of The Stissing Center in Pine Plains.

By Kerri-Lee Mayland

Wellness is often framed 
as something we do — a dog 
walk, a yoga class, a healthy 
resolution. But as we retreat 
indoors in winter, we are re-
minded that wellness is also 
something we live inside. 
Our homes quietly influence 
how we breathe, sleep, focus 
and feel — sometimes for 
better, sometimes not.

Interior design for well-
ness is less about color and 
style trends and more about 
intentional choices. Special-
ty designers create spaces 
aligned with the health-first 
framework of the World 
Health Organization’s guide-
lines. But with some basic 
knowledge, homeowners 
can borrow from that play-
book and embrace wellness 
at home.

One of the most over-
looked elements of a healthy 
home is air quality. In win-
ter — especially this one, 
thanks to seemingly end-
less frigid temperatures 
— windows stay shut. As a 
result, heating systems run 
constantly and indoor air 
can become more than just 
stale. Many common house-
hold items — synthetic rugs, 
vinyl flooring, pressed-wood 
furniture, harsh cleaners 
and scented room sprays 
— release volatile organic 
compounds, or VOCs, that 
linger long after use or in-
stallation. Headaches, poor 
sleep and respiratory irrita-
tion are often traced back to 
what is quietly circulating in 
a home’s air.

Choosing natural ma-
terials makes a measur-
able difference. Wool rugs, 
for example, are naturally 
stain-resistant, biodegrad-
able and free of the chemical 
treatments found in many 
synthetic alternatives. Wool 

helps trap airborne pollut-
ants because it contains ker-
atin, a naturally occurring 
protein that interacts with 
those particles, improv-
ing indoor air quality over 
time. Solid wood furniture, 
natural stone and low-VOC 
paints offer similar bene-
fits, especially in bedrooms 
and living spaces where we 
spend the most time.

Light is another powerful 
wellness tool. Natural day-
light regulates circadian 
rhythms, lifts mood and im-
proves focus. Keep window 
treatments simple during 
the day. Trim back heavy 
drapery. Position seating to 
catch morning or afternoon 
sun. Even reflective surfaces 

— a mirror opposite a win-
dow or a lighter wall color — 
can amplify daylight without 
adding glare.

Just as important as 
letting light in is knowing 
when to shut it out. Good 
sleep thrives on darkness. 
Bedrooms benefit from 
blackout shades or lined 
drapery with minimal light 
bleed at the sides. Correctly 
measured and installed win-
dow treatments are key to 
blocking streetlights, early 
morning sun and winter 
glare off snow. Layering a 
rattan Roman shade with 
light-filtering drapery pan-
els allows flexibility — bright 
and airy by day, cocooned 
and calm by night. This bal-

ance between exposure and 
protection is central to well-
ness-focused design.

Scent and atmosphere 
matter as well. Candles may 
seem like a small detail, but 
they play a significant role in 
air quality. Many are made 
from paraffin wax, a petro-
leum byproduct that re-
leases toxins when burned. 
Beeswax or soy candles, es-
pecially those scented with 
essential oils rather than 
synthetic fragrances, burn 
cleaner and more slowly. I 
follow a simple, non-scien-
tific rule: If a candle smells 
unbearably overpowering 
when the lid comes off, the 
ingredients are likely prob-
lematic. Price point can also 
be an indicator — not al-
ways, but inexpensive often 
means artificial and unsafe.

Sound and softness also 
contribute to well-being. 
Hard surfaces amplify noise, 
subtly increasing stress lev-
els. Area rugs, upholstered 
furniture, curtains and 
bookshelves help absorb 
sound, making a home feel 
calmer. In open-concept 
spaces especially, these el-
ements can dramatically 
improve comfort without 
altering architecture.

Finally, consider what 
you see first and last each 
day. Clutter increases cog-
nitive load; calm visuals 
allow us to rest. Edit sur-
faces, simplify and restock 
nightstands and create in-
tentional pause points — a 
chair by a window, a softly 
glowing lamp beside a fa-
vorite book, a clear kitchen 
table that feels welcoming in 
the morning.

Designing for wellness 
does not require a full reno-
vation. It begins with aware-
ness: what you breathe, 
what you touch, what you 
see in the quiet hours.

PHOTO BY HILARY SCOTT, COURTESY OF THE BSO

Interior of the Linde Center for Music and Learning.

a collection of animated 
films set to Chopin’s etudes, 
performed by pianist Derek 
Wang.

All performances take 
place in Studio E, the Linde 
Center’s 4,000-square-foot 
multiuse room that serves 
as TLI’s main performance 
and event space. It features 
retractable seating, acous-
tic and technical systems, 
flexible configurations, and 
is accessible and comfort-
able for all patrons.

The entire Linde Center 
for Music and Learning is 
worth a visit in itself. The 
complex, which also in-
cludes the informal Cin-
dy’s Cafe (seasonal) for a 
quick bite, is conceived not 
as a single building but as 
a cluster of pavilion-like 
spaces connected by an 
outdoor covered walkway 
and arranged around a 
century-old red oak tree. 
The center promotes a wel-
coming and serene sense of 
place and continuity with 
the rolling Tanglewood 
lawn and surrounding 
woodlands.

Smith said, “This ongo-
ing work is also a passion 
project for our musicians, 
who form deep ties to the 
area and are eager to re-
main active in the Berk-
shires beyond the summer 
months. We look forward to 
welcoming new and return-
ing audiences to experience 
all that TLI offers — all year 
long.”

The Tanglewood Learn-
ing Institute is located at 3 
W. Hawthorne Road, Lenox, 
Mass. For more information 
and to purchase tickets,  
visit bso.org/tli.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Breezed through
 5. Consumer protection 

agency
 8. Criminal syndicate
 11. Moves back from
 13. Satisfaction
 14. Feel concern or interest
 15. Monetary units
 16. Congressman (abbr.)
 17. Israeli city
 18. Restaurants
 20. 2,000 lbs.
 21. Grandmother
 22. North, South and 

Central
 25. In an early way
 30. Foes
 31. Social networking 

platform
 32. Early term for 

basketball player
 33. Another name for 

sesame plant
 38. Disallow
 41. Provide greater detail
 43. Inaccessible
 45. Evoke emotions
 47. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
 49. Celtic punk rockers
 50. A fencing sword
 55. Actor Idris
 56. A�  rmative (slang)
 57. A�  icted in mind or 

body
 59. One point north of 

northeast
 60. Born  of
 61. Social media hand 

gesture
 62. Hong Kong food stall 

__ pai dong
 63. Opposite of beginning
 64. Email function

CLUES DOWN
 1. Sign language
 2. Fashionable
 3. Borough in Helsinki
 4. Inability to hear
 5. More quickly
 6. An idea accepted as a 

demonstrable truth
 7. Shrewdly
 8. Rooney and Kate are 

two
 9. Mediterranean port
 10. Benedictine monk

 12. Midway between south 
and southeast

 14. Town in Galilee
 19. Satisfy
 23. Mice genus
 24. Brass instrument
 25. Chest muscle (slang)
 26. Transmits genetic 

information from DNA 
 27. Records electric currents 

generated by the brain
 28. Woman (French)
 29. Short route aircra� 
 34. Pitching statistic
 35. Pointed end of a pen
 36. Popular sports league
 37. Body part
 39. Ino� ensive
 40. Yellowish cotton cloth
 41. Feline
 42. Does not tell the truth
 44. Seduced
 45. Spiritual leader

February 5 Solution

February 5 Solution

Sudoku

 46. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

 47. Repair
 48. Olive genus
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. C. European river
 54. Keep under control
 58. Father

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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	 FEBRUARY 12
Suzan Scott:  

This Beautiful Place
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Feb. 12 through March 13

Paintings by Torrington art-
ist Suzan Scott inspired by 
the Litchfield Hills. Recep-
tion: Saturday, Feb. 21, 5 to 7 
p.m. Artist Talk: Thursday, 
March 12, 5:30 p.m. Free and 
open to the public.

Learn Libby With Anna
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Drop-in help  from 1 to 3 p.m. 
setting up Libby for ebooks 
and audiobooks. Bring your 
device and library card. No 
registration required.

Dine Out for History
Various locations
Jan. 18 to March 23, 2026

Seven Millerton restaurants 
will host Dine Out for History 
evenings benefiting the North 
East Historical Society, with 
10% of proceeds donated on 
designated nights. Next is the 
Willa, Feb. 12, and Oakhurst 
Diner on Feb. 22

I Love a Rainy Night: 
The Rhythm of Forest 
Amphibians with Laura 
Heady
In-person at Cary’s Lovejoy 
Auditorium or virtual
2801 Route 44, Millbrook @ 
7 p.m.

Join us for a lecture on am-
phibian migrations, featuring 
Laura Heady, a biologist with 
the New York State Depart-
ment of Conservation’s Hud-
son River Estuary Program 
and Cornell University.

Registration required at 
caryinstitute.org

	 FEBRUARY 13
Lunch & Learn: Valentine 

Bingo
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper 
Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org
Lunch and Learn returns 
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. with 
Valentine Bingo. Come for 
lunch, companionship and 
chocolate prizes! Register at 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.com

Grace Note opening: 
Natalia Zukerman
The Grace Note at The 
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains
Celebrating the opening 
night of The Grace Note, the 
new intimate performance 
space downstairs at Stissing 
Center with a performance 
by Natalia Zukerman—a 
longtime friend of the Center 
whose storytelling, musician-
ship, and warmth make her 
the perfect artist to open this 
new room. Doors open at 6 
p.m., performance begins at 
7:30 p.m.. Tickets at stissing-
center.org

Frankenstein
Walker Auditorium, The 
Hotchkiss School, 11 
Interlaken Road, Lakeville, 
Conn.
Feb. 13 through 15

A bold new staging of Nick 
Dear’s Olivier Award–win-
ning adaptation of Mary 
Shelley’s classic, placing the 
Creature at the center of the 
story. Fri. & Sat. 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun. 2 p.m. Free and open to 
the public.

Lunch and Learn
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper 
Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org
Lunch and Learn at Hotch-
kiss Library of Sharon re-
turns from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13, with “Valen-
tine Bingo” with loads of fun 
and chocolate prizes. Reg-
istration is required hotch-
kisslibrary.libcal.com.

	 FEBRUARY 14
You’re My Cup ‘O Tea

Sharon History Club, 18 
Main St., Sharon, Conn.
Bring your own tea cup and 
join other for conversation 
and a Valentine’s Day tea at 
2 p.m. Free. Please register 
by emailing rsvp@sharon-
hist.org

Valentine’s Day is for the 
Birds (Literally!)
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
Show some love for resident 
birds from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
by making a special val-
entine and learning about 
bird enrichment. ages 6+. 
Pre-registration required  
bit.ly/4abBLYR

Great Backyard Bird Count
Hamlin Preserve, 19 Stone 
House Road, Sharon, Conn.
Join a winter hike and bird 
count from 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
with Sharon Audubon and 
Sharon Land Trust. Free; 
ages 10+. Pre-registration 
required: bit.ly/4bubiIi

Yard Sale
Foxtrot Farm & Flowers, 6862 
Route 82, Stanfordville, N.Y.
Join us in the Big Red Barn 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Fox-
trot for a small community 
“yard” sale! We’ll have a little 
bit of everything!

Tremaine Gallery Presents: 
Historic Presence
The Tremaine Gallery at 
The Hotchkiss School, 11 
Interlaken Road, Lakeville
Feb. 14 through April 5

A solo exhibition by Brook-
lyn-based artist Taha Clay-
ton, curated by Terri Moore, 
featuring oil paintings, draw-
ings, and installation ele-
ments exploring legacy and 
collective memory. Artist’s 
Talk: Feb. 19, 7 p.m.. Opening 
reception: Feb. 21, 4 to 6 p.m.

A Midwinter’s Night in the 
Village
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Feb. 14, 6 to 8 p.m. (snow date: 

Feb. 15, 2 p.m.)

The Friends of the David M. 
Hunt Library host their an-
nual winter benefit featuring 
sweet and savory breads, 
chocolate treats, wine and 
beer, and performances of 
love-themed poems and 
songs by local personalities.

Current Fiction Book Group 
with Claudia Cayne
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
Join Claudia Cayne from 4 to 
5 p.m., for a lively and infor-
mal discussion of Safekeep by 
Yael van der Wouden. Mys-
terious, sensual, sophisticat-
ed, and infused with intrigue, 
this is a thrilling debut about 
facing up to the truth of histo-
ry, and to one’s own desires. 

Valentine’s Day Dance: 
Jungle Love
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.
Five-time Best of the Hudson 
Valley winners (2021–2025) 
Jungle Love returns to Stiss-
ing Center for the Valentine’s 
Day Community Dance. A 
high-energy journey through 
Classic Soul, R&B, Motown, 
Disco, and Funk from the 
’60s, ’70s, and ’80s. 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets at stissingcenter.org

	 FEBRUARY 15
Exhibit Opening: 

Northlight Art Center 
15th Anniversary Show
Sharon Historical Society 
and Museum, 18 Main St., 
Sharon, Conn.
Join us from 3 to 5 p.m. for 
refreshments and enjoy a 
wide variety of artworks 
created over the past year 
by students of all ages work-
ing in various media. Most 
artworks are available for 
purchase, with proceeds 
supporting SHSM.

Public Conversations of 
Consequence
Congregational Church 
of Salisbury, 30 Main St., 
Salisbury, Conn.
On Sunday, Feb. 15, from 4:30 
to 6 p.m., “A Public Conver-
sation about Private Conver-
sations” at Congregational 
Church of Salisbury with four 
guest presenters.

Floral Collaging - A Meet 
the Farmer Event
Foxtrot Farm & Flowers, 6862 
Route 82, Stanfordville, N.Y.
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

A meet the farmer event 
where you can hang, craft & 
learn more about the Foxtrot 
Flower CSA Share on Farm! 
This event is free & open to 
community.

“Endings” Piano Trios by 
Shostakovich & Schubert
Saint James Place, Great 
Barrington, Mass.
Feb. 15, 4 p.m.

Close Encounters With Mu-
sic presents an evening of 
chamber works exploring 
finality, memory and mean-
ing, featuring piano trios by 
Shostakovich and Schubert. 
Performed by Gila Goldstein, 
piano; Xiao-Dong Wang, vio-
lin; and Yehuda Hanani, cello.

	 FEBRUARY 18
Origami Woodland 

Animals with Matthew 
Myers
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
Open to all  ages,  this 
multi-generational workshop 
is the perfect way to bright-
en your winter afternoon by 
learning to fold creatures of 
all kinds. Drop in anytime 
from 1 to 3 p.m. and join the 
fun. Registration encouraged 
at scovillelibrary.org
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Tri-Corner Calendar Items appear as space permits.  
Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com.

Sharon Playhouse to 
hold local auditions for 
upcoming summer season

Welcoming new voices

Advertise in Compass

THEATER

By Graham Corrigan

As winter lingers, 
summer is already taking 
shape at the Sharon Play-
house, with local auditions 
this weekend for the up-
coming theatrical season 
under the watchful eyes 
of casting director Judy 
Bowman and artistic di-
rector Carl Andress.

“Every time you do a 
local search, new people 
crop up,” said casting 
director Judy Bowman. 
“People who have moved 
here, people who hear 
about [the Playhouse]
from friends, people who 
started as actors and then 
raised families and want 
to come back into the busi-
ness.”

The hopefuls will have 
five minutes and are asked 
to prepare a piece of mu-

sical theater (classical or 
contemporary). If all goes 
well, they could be asked 
back the following week 
for a dance audition.

Every second counts. 
Bowman’s process is 
simple and every second 
counts. “I really need to 
know how they audition, 
what they’re like as people 
when they come into the 
room and interact with 
the theater,” she said.

If it doesn’t work out 
this time around, Bowman 
encourages positivity.

“Sharon Playhouse 
isn’t year-round, but I 
am. I have plenty of other 
projects, and they should 
come in and put their best 
foot forward.”

For more information 
and to schedule an au-
dition, visit sharonplay-
house.org

We welcome story ideas, tips and pitches, and we’re 
interested in working with writers and photographers 
who want to contribute thoughtful, independent arts 
and lifestyle coverage. Send inquiries to nataliaz@lakev-
illejournal.com.

Advertising in Compass reaches readers on both 
sides of the state line — effectively. Call 860-435-9873 
or email advertising@lakevillejournal.com today!

Last week’s WotW

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.

Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.
Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 

Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

Q U A C K

A F T E R

W A I S T

T A S T Y

S A L T Y

1. ____leaders, root for a team

2. Can be right, acute, obtuse

3. Electronic mail

4. Hardcore rock

5. Olympic gold

The Orchestra Now 
celebrates the Lunar 
New Year with its 
annual Sound of Spring 
concert, welcoming the 
Year of the Horse with 
conductor Jindong Cai 
on Saturday, Feb. 14, 
at the Fisher Center’s 
Sosnoff Theater 
at 3 p.m. For more 
information, call 845-
758-7900,  or visit  
fishercenter.bard.edu

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Sports

Real Estate

To view all the news and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 

News each week, go to our websites at 
lakevillejournal.com and 

millertonnews.com

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …

Your Independent, 

Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com

THE MILLERTON NEWS

COMPASS

Email ads to 
classified@

lakevillejournal.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds
HELP WANTED

PART-TIME CARE-GIV-
ER NEEDED: possibly 
LIVE-IN. Bright private 
STUDIO on 10 acres. 
Queen Bed, En-Suite 
Bathroom, Kitchenette 
& Garage. SHARON 407-
620-7777.

L E A D - ACCO U N T I N G & 
B U S I N E S S D E V E LO P -
MENT (LAKEVILLE, CT):, 
Duties incl: Maintain general 
ledger & prep GAAP-com-
pliant financial statements; 
oversee payroll, payables/
receivables, reconciliations, 
budgeting, forecasting, & 
financial reporting. Support 
audits, internal controls, 
& compliance. Lead junior 
squash program operations, 
incl. match play systems, 
event logistics, performance 
analytics, & stakeholder re-
porting. A Mstr’s deg in Biz 
Admin/Biz Mgmt/Accnting 
or other reltd field is req’d. 
Sal $87194.00/Yr. Send 
resume to Burnt Squash 
22 Lime Rock Rd., Lakeville, 
CT 06830.

HELP WANTED
WEATOGUE STABLES IN 

SALISBURY, CT: has an 
opening for experienced 
barn help for Mondays and 
Tuesdays. More hours avail-
able if desired. Reliable and 
experienced please! All daily 
aspects of farm care- feed-
ing, grooming, turnout/in, 
stall/barn/pasture cleaning. 
Possible housing available 
for a full-time applicant. 
Lovely facility, great staff 
and horses! Contact Bobbi 
at 860-307-8531. Text best 
for prompt reply.

THE SCOVILLE MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY: is seeking an 
experienced Development 
Coordinator to provide 
high-level support for our 
fundraising initiatives on 
a contract basis. This con-
tractor will play a critical 
role in donor stewardship, 
database management, and 
the execution of seasonal 
appeals and events. The 
role is ideal for someone 
who is deeply connected 
to the local community and 
skilled at building authentic 
relationships that lead to 
meaningful support. For 
a full description of the 
role and to submit a letter 
of interest and resume, 
contact Library Director 
Karin Goodell, kgoodell@
scovillelibrary.org.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale 
or:rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

The Lakeville Journal and  
The Millerton News seek a  
Financial Assistant to assist with 
payroll, HR, processing accounts 
payable, data entry and customer 
service. Knowledge of accounting, 
QuickBooks and excel preferred. 
Must be able to work independently. 
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to  
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

Finance Associate
Full-Time

Millerton news
The

The Winsted Journal
Millerton news

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

Leaders in the athletic 
equipment repair and 

supply industry. Est 1948

    61 Church Street Canaan CT 06018

        NOW HIRING
FULL TIME & PART TIME 

Great Hours! 7:00AM-3:25PM
Range of Benefits 
Competitive Pay

                            POSITIONS OPEN:
• DATA ENTRY
• ASSEMBLY & DISASEMBLY
• INVENTORY CHECK IN 
• DECORATION DEPT
• WAREHOUSE
• SPRAY PAINTER

HOW TO APPLY 
                         *Call 800-708-0059

* Email HR@stadium-system.com
                          * Apply In Person 

FOR SALE: 39 Hospital Hill 
Road, Sharon. 1680 sq.ft. 
Two family, rare side-by-side 
units. 4 bed; 2 full bath, 2 half. 
Great investment, or live in 
one and rent other side. 
$485,000. Call/text Sava, 914 
-227-4127.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY LAND-
S C A P I N G  A N D  CO N -
STRUCTION LLC: Fully in-
sured. Renovation, decking, 
painting; interior exterior, 
mowing lawn, garden, stone 
wall, patio, tree work, clean 
gutters, mowing fields. 845-
636-3212.

PROFESSIONAL HOUSE-
KEEPING & HOUSE SIT-
TING: Experienced, de-
pendable, and respectful 
of your home. Excellent 
references. Reasonable 
prices. Flexible scheduling 
available. Residential/ com-
mercial. Call/Text: 860-318-
5385. Ana Mazo.

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

 A UNIQUE RENTAL LOCATED IN THE BERKSHIRES AREA. COME AND 
ENJOY BERKSHIRES LIVING FOR A SEASON, YEAR, OR LONGER.  

A 2 bedroom home, fabulous view, and convenient to the  
Arts, Sports area, other area features. 

2 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHS, STUNNING VIEWS; 
set on a wonderful hillside lot in the hills.  
Provides convenient access to all the ARTS, 
OUTDOORS, AND OTHER NICETIES, that 
NW CT and the BERKSHIRES have to offer.  
CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY AND 
PRICING TERMS.

10 acres, with power, well off the highway, 
stunning views, mountain stream with possible 
pond area. Extremely  private. Agent Owned.  
OFFERED AT $550,000. 

A LUXURY RENTAL A WONDERFUL, REMOTE, HILLSIDE LOT
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Housy girls take down Shepaug 
By Riley Klein

FALLS VILLAGE — 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School’s girls varsity 
basketball team defeated 
Shepaug Valley High School 
66-25 on Thursday, Feb. 5.

The Mountaineers main-
tained a double-digit advan-
tage from the first quarter 
through to the end. Of the 
26 field goals for HVRHS, 22 
baskets were assisted. 

Carmela Egan posted a 
double-double with 17 re-
bounds and 11 points. Defen-
sively, Egan snagged 7 steals. 
Victoria Brooks scored 12 
points, Olivia Brooks scored 
11, Aubrey Funk scored 8, 
Maddy Johnson scored 6, 

Grace Graney scored 6, 
Hayden Bachman scored 4, 
Keely Malone scored 4, Ol-
ivia Simonds scored 2 and 
Lily Danforth-Gold scored 2.

For Shepaug, Eva Mathis 
scored a game-high 15 
points. Lexi Thomas scored 
5, Dayanna Daly scored 2, 
Mackenzie Schramm scored 
2 and Avery D’Amico scored 
1.

HVRHS’s season record 
advanced to 6-9 and Shepaug 
fell to 3-13. HVRHS moved 
into 4th place in Berkshire 
League standings after the 
win. As of early February, 
Lakeview leads the league at 
14-2, followed by Thomaston 
at 13-2 and Nonnewaug at 
13-4.

PHOTOS BY TOM BROWN

Above, Maddy Johnson takes a contested shot. She 
scored 6 points for Housatonic Valley Regional High 
School in the game against Shepaug Valley High School 
on Thursday, Feb. 5. Left, HVRHS freshman Aubrey 
Funk scored 8 points.

Housy Hall of Fame 
seeks 2026 nominees

FALLS VILLAGE — The 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School Athletic De-
partment and the Athletic 
Hall of Fame committee is 
now accepting nominations 
for the Housatonic Athletic 
Hall of Fame. 

The Athletic Hall of 
Fame, which was created 
in 1996, recognizes former 
athletes, coaches, and com-
munity members who have 
made outstanding personal 
and athletic contributions to 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School. There are a to-
tal of 120 current members 
of the Housatonic Athletic 
Hall of Fame. 

The Athletic Hall of 
Fame Class of 2026 will be 
announced in June. The 

induction into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame will culminate 
with an awards ceremony 
and luncheon in October, 
where the nominees will be 
recognized. 

All nominations will be 
due by May 1. Nomination 
forms will be available on-
line at hvrhs.org under the 
Athletics tab. 

Forms may be submitted 
via email at amacneil@re-
gion1schools.org or regular 
mail. Please send regular 
mail forms to: 

Housatonic Valley Re-
gional High School 

c/o Athletic Department 
Attn: Athletic Hall of 

Fame 
246 Warren Turnpike 
Falls Village, CT 06031

Steve Blass Little League 
registration open til March 1

NORTH CANAAN — 
Registration for the North-
west Connecticut Steve Blass 
Little League spring season is 
open through March 1.

Boys and girls age 4 to 15 
from Cornwall, Falls Village, 

Kent, Norfolk, North Ca-
naan, Salisbury and Sharon 
are eligible to register.

Contact Adam Karcheski 
at nwctll.pres@gmail.com or 
visit leagues.bluesombrero.
com/nwctsbll

Tripp takes silver 
Housatonic Valley Regional High School senior 
Silas Tripp placed second in the 1600-meter race 
at the Berkshire League indoor track champion-
ships in Bethel on Friday, Feb. 6. He ran a time of 
4 minutes and 49.16 seconds. Tripp finished within 
a half-second of gold medalist Beau Kociszewski 
(4:48.68) of Thomaston High School. 
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Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 2/28/26

Building/Remodeling

CONTRACTING 
 

PALLONE KARCHESKI 
Serving the Tri-State Area  |  Fully Licensed & Insured 

BUILDING • REMODELING 
PAINTING • RESTORATION

860-485-4696  |  info@pkcontractingct.com
www.pkcontractingct.com

CONTRACTING 
 

PALLONE KARCHESKI 
Serving the Tri-State Area  |  Fully Licensed & Insured 

BUILDING • REMODELING 
PAINTING • RESTORATION

860-485-4696  |  info@pkcontractingct.com
www.pkcontractingct.com

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation
Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
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commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

Snow removal and ice dam 
maintenance by licensed and 
insured roo� ng contractors.

Remove snow from your roof before 
ice dams become a problem for you 

and your insurance company.

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION
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